WEG, 


SASPITT IS GT? 


LPADDAAA A 


LEGA IIS, 


COLO 


OO 
SSSCHGIS 


o 
Me ay, 


Sao 
OND. 


Leen 


TOOTS 
OxK) 
PON 9D 


ne 


Oy 


Onka 


ay 
KOKA 
v 
% 
Oey 
OCR 
VOT YS, 


‘Ny 


KATA 
y 
roe ne, 
ORK 
OW 0 
roe 


OOK 
rege 


Coe 
CO 


nu 


OVO AY 


COON 


D 


eee rene 
RONEN 
M, M WV EV YO 
perenne 
Ws 
aes 
ue 
RAN 
oriteee 
een 
Diets 
eee 
Loi 
ea 
x 


veuwue 
SORTA TK OK TAD 


OOK AD 
‘ee ee 
COV eu yY 


COWW. 
Ueev 


Vow 


or 


TEINS 


ew 


Owe 
OO 
ee rue 
uve s 
Soe 
Ue. 


Core ee, 


> 
S 


COUUOUY 


OY 


2 


vy 


vee 


Qc 


vee 
SS 


a< 


Now ; 
yew t 
v 


A 
Vee eee 
VEY ECON 
Vevey 
As 

Vey 


we 


VEU ew 
wey 


VA TNG 
< 
eee 
oe 

wey 


eee 


Veuve 


eve ee 
ra 


VOY VEY 


W 
ey ty 


See ey 
OO 


os 
View t 
Tete 
Tee 
overs 
eee yvaey 
oo 
Tee RyY 


CEC Ve sev y Ue‘ 
Sy 


Ue Vevey COUN y Y 
CORO 


AEN, 


ey 
Beewyy 
VESEY 
yy 
ox 
ey 


ey 
Vee 


& 
re 


OO 
wwe 
Re 


» 


COCO DK thon 
NY 
we 
* 
APP 


« 
iN 

WN 

ce 


\ 
ee 


EN 
SEN 
x or 
« 


mAs 
© 
ve 
SEES 
ene 
eevee 
Seen 
< 
ee 
LO 
<e 
eu 
ce 


© 

VON 
< 
vy 


OY 
. 
hy 


weeny 
SER 
ees 
OREN ON 
deh EEE E 
S 
y 
Q ’ 
Tee WLLL 
PY eee 
Naa, 
Q 
ete 


% 
o 


CRS 
“es 
owe 


MAY 


Ox 
‘y 


ONO 


e454 


vow 
PRR ARTA 
Oa 


LOS 


Ove ow 
OK 


PKL 


aw 
Se OU, 
oauuy, 
Poros 
% 


CORO 
ree, 


reeuu 
MD 
One) SOU 


ORD OK ADD 


by 
Won, 


v 
oko 


eee 


MOV EW 
eVee 
Veevuey 


“ 


By 
vo 


ieee’ 
Mtv 
oy 


as 


wow 


Ke) 
VEO 


Ber 


eae les 


Spt ety 


PASS 
Aghed 
vo 


STE 
PITS. 


¥ 
« 


COO 


Ah 


LO, 
OO) 


SSeS 


oes 
Ce 
ve 


y, 


cae 
Oa 
ee, 


Cae 


ahahates 


RR 
iS) > 


Ry 


Seay 


cues 


SABRES Sens) 
ese eSa > 


SeseSeSeseses 
eeshabe? 
a4Se545 
ENTS 
SENSES 
> Se5e545454 
edad oe 54 9eS 
peprorerbe bs! 
SSNS 
DENSe Pod eee 
SERPS PL 
Reseseua ss 
SES 


ces 3 
Satese 
geaiaeesesas 
Reisense 


S525 
Sree 


SeS2$ 


ISCAS 
SSSSBESS SESE SSEREEEES 
SSeS SSeS 
BSA STSzSesty 


Stee 
erate: 
Dees 
sorters 


pepe: 


ee 


iS 
52 SS : 

ase aieeres 
Bee etees 


Poroesce: 
MRK 


Sait 


3) 


BRO 
PPL ESP Le. 3° 
se ee aee 


Sse = 555545 


$5353! 
Sto 


Siete 


ieaeae) 


3° 


BoWSP Se! 


<2 
Se5PSEre seer 
S5Preperecerss 
PiPsreesh Shab se oer 
Seteseiesenasesetets 
Sr RP peepee ses F5E55) 


oSes* 


Sessa 
PStie eseseis 


Se 


eras 
Se 


tread Sy 
(S45 EBee 


Sottt 
25) 
Sehch< 
a 
> 


es 


Age gS AS ae 
eee ee oe Steen 
‘ se 


aie 
z 
B63 


ote 


PSF 5S e sr S2 Se: 
SSS SSS 


SDLDE DEST: 


525 


ASE 


ae 


SSPste 


Seeben te 
epegeKes 
se4 


Pease 


ue 


a 
Uae 


a 


pe. 


Wee e 
ayer: 


Pratap 


> 


eet eed 


> 


ssestees 


peaereier es 
Ratccs ersten 


Saad 


eee 
4s 
oA 3 


OMe 
peice 


5 


Pocket ia 


yn 


ae 
is 


Library 
ALMA, MICHIGAN. 
PRESENTED 
BY 
aS 
No 


ACCESSION Note nator 
Se 


Alma Colege 


ane 
ioe 
1 ; 


MY as - 
7 me = ‘ ‘ 
s 
1 a be i 
, 1 
¥ i a 
- ; " 
; - 
« + 
i = A) 
, ‘ " A '. ¥ 
4 : eh f Mee : aA hw “ek 
n; : ; ' Ci Roe ce . | , a = 
Reto het elite ete Mirae Ny ue 
t thes oun ei i ¥ : . eee ices ae 
te ee fee na Pini - ALS 
v ay” Pisin hawt a : A a} 
wn at i ‘ es wh Ay Un toare 
lv, Vane A COS dla ee : 
1 : wil Wy eer De eA 
ee i 1 agi 
if oes 
IN cj 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https ://archive.org/details/officialrecordso0025char 


"YSTLLVYY YAWVALS SALVLS GSLIN() 


OFFICIAL RECORDS 


OF THE 


UNION AND CONFEDERATE NAVIES 


IN THE 


WAR OF THE REBELLION. 


PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
The Hon. GEORGE v. L. MEYER, Secretary of the Navy, 
BY 
MR. CHARLES W. STEWART, 
Superintendent Library and Naval War Records. 


By AUTHORITY oF AN ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED JULY 31, 1894. 


SERIES I—VOLUME 25. 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATHRS 
From May 18, 1868, ro Fmpruary 29, 1864. 


WASHINGTON: 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOE. 
1912. 


CONTENTS OF PRECEDING VOLUMES. 


Vouume 1. 
Operations of the cruisers from January 19, 1861, to December 31, 1862. 


VOLUME 2. 
Operations of the cruisers-from January 1, 1868, to March 31, 1864. 


VOLUME 3. 
Operations of the cruisers frdm April 1, 1864, to December 30, 1865. 


VoLtumME 4. 


oie - 

Operations in the Gulf of Mexico from November 15, 1860, to June 7, 1861. 
Operations on the Atlantic coast from January 1 to May 13, 1861. Opera- 
tions on the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers from January 5 to Decem- 
ber 7, 1861. 


VoLumME 5. 


Operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers from December 7, 1861, to 
July 31, 1865. Operations of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron from April 
4 to July 15, 1861. 


VoLUME 6. 
Operations of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron from July 16 to October 29, 
1861. Operations of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from Octo- 
ber 29, 1861, to March 8, 1862. 
VoLuME 7. 
Operations of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from March 8 to Sep- 
tember 4, 1862. 
VoLuME 8. 
Operations of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from September 5, ee 
to May 4, 1863. 
VoLUME 9. 
Operations of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from May 5, 1863, to 
May 5, 1864. 
VotumME 10. 
Operations of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from May 6 to October 
27, 1864. 
VotumeE 11. 


Operations of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from October 28, 1864, 
to February 1,.1865. 


vn 
As 
wn 


¥ 


Tit 


IV CONTENTS OF PRECEDING VOLUMES. 


VoLuME 12. 


Operations of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from February 2 to 
August 8, 1865. Operations of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron 
from October 29, 1861, to May 18, 1862. 


VoLuME 13. 


Operations of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from May 14, 1862, to 
April 7, 1863. 


VoLuME 14. 


Operations of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from April 7 to Sep- 
tember 30, 1863. 


VouumeE 15. 


Operations of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from October 1, 1863, 
to September 380, 1864. 


VoLuME 16. 


Operations of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from October 1, 1864, 
to August 8, 1865. Operations of the Gulf Blockading Squadron from June 
7 to December 15, 1861. 
VotumeE 17. 


Operations of the Gulf Blockading Squadron from December 16, 1861, to Feb- 
ruary 21, 1862. Operations of the East Gulf Blockading Squadron from 
February 22, 1862, to July 17, 1865. 


VotumME 18. 


Operations of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from February 21 to July 
14, 1862. 


VotumeE 19. 


Operations of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from July 15, 1862, to Mareh 
14, 1868. 


VoLuME 20. 


Operations of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from March 15 to December 
31, 1863. 


VoLtumeE 21. 


Operations of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from January 1 to December 
31, 1864. 


VoLuME 22. 


Operations of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from January 1, 1865, to 
January 31, 1866. Operations of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from 
May 8, 1861, to April 11, 1862. 


VoLUME 23. 


Operations of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from April 12 to December 
31, 1862. 


VoLtumE 24. 


Operations of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from May 18, 1863, to Feb- 
ruary 29, 1864. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Operations of naval force in White and Little Red rivers, 
Ark., cooperating with army under Maj. Gen. Steele, 
ee S eA yaeAUSUGtes ite OOo sate tes ote Se 


Page. 
TOASTED ESTEE a Ova SDS SR ee re re ee a vir 
wechen yt Sy at Be Pe ee ee ee eee IX-XII 
Ordemot compilaion Of Senies Ie. 2k ee XT XY 
List of vessels of naval forces on Western waters____________________ XV, XVI 
a fone XVII 
Naval forces on Western waters: 
Principal events— 
Union reports— 
Combined operations against Vicksburg in the Yazoo River, 
including evacuation and destruction of works at 
Haynes’ Bluff (Snyder’s Mill) ; burning of naval station 
and destruction of vessels at Yazoo City, and engagement 
at Liverpool Landing May 18 to 238, 1863____-__________- 5-12 
Operations against Vicksburg, May 19—July 4, 1868, includ- 
ing bombardments May 19-22, May 27, June 20, and sur- 
RSCTA T WA io ee ene Red ee a ek 15-111 
Sinking of U. S. S. Cincinnati, in action with Vicksburg 
DaLteries Mia yu SOS aes 5 Ad ee a 37-44 
Engagement near Austin, Miss., May 24, 18638____________ 127-129 
Expedition of U. S. S. Baron De Kalb and other vessels in 
Yazoo and Sunflower rivers, for destruction of Confed- 
erate. vessels; | May 3244 to.,315 WSS ee oe ee 133-136 
Engagement near Simmesport, La., June 3, 1868_________ 154-157 
Cooperation of U. 8S. Gunboats Choctaw and Lexington in 
engagement at Milliken’s Bend, June 7, 1863___________ 162-165 
Burning of Eunice and Gaines Landing, Ark., June 13-15, 
tf Sch mere mre ee ee Be ak ee ieee 172-174 
Action near Richmond, La., June 15, 1863___________-____ 175-177 
Engagement at Cerro Gordo, Tenn., June 19, 1863____- 188, 189, 205 
Operations of the Marine Brigade at Goodrich’s Landing, 
Te Ne: SOs CSG se eae eee es Be ee ee 212-216 
Cooperation of U. 8S. S. Tyler in repulse of Confederate at- 
tack upon Helena Arks lulye4 1863. = DIP ORS. 
Operations of naval force under Lieut. Commander Fitch, 
U. S. Navy, during Morgan’s raid, July 8-19, 1863______ 228-259 
Expedition in the Black, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, 
cg) 2-0 eee ee ee te i re 263-271 
Occupation of Yazoo City, Miss., by a joint army and navy 
force, July 13, 1868, resulting in the sinking of the 
U.S. S. Baron De Kalb and destruction by Confederates 
Of NCIPEVESSClS ae ee ce a a enews a Pe ee ae 280-289 
Correspondence relating to transfer of Marine Brigade 
EPOMUONAY tO TALIM os ee ee se Se Te ee 293-801 


VI TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Naval forces on Western waters—Continued. 
Principal events—Continued. 


Union reports—Continued. Page. 
Capture of Acting Master Fentress, U. S. Navy, and party 
of men at Rodney, Miss., September 13, 1863__-_-___-__-_ 404411 
Action on Bayou Fordoche, near Morganza, La., Sep- 
tember:29:1 S63. ee ee ee 439 
Capture and burning of Confederate steamers Argus and 
Robert Fultow in Red River, October 7, 1863_______--__ 450-458 
Cooperation of naval force with the army in the Tennessee 
River, October 10 to December 13, 1863_-----__---_--_-- 466-498 
Burning of steamer Allen Collier at Whitworth’s Land- 
ing’ Miss, November 1, 18632 — == == ee 535-538 


Attacks upon U. S. S. Signal, U. S. transport Emerald, and 
steamer Black Hawk by Confederate battery near mouth 
of Red River, November 18 and 21, 1863_______________ 570-575 
Expedition of U. S. S. Reindeer up Cumberland River to 
Creelsboro, Ky., December 22, 1868, to January 3, 1864__ 646-651 
Repulse by the U. S. S. Forest Rose of attacks upon 


Waterproof, La., February 18-15, 1864______________-_- 748-752 
Operations in Yazoo River in cooperation with army ex- 

pedition to Meridian, Miss., February 2-5, 1864___-_____ 763 
Sinking of the U. S. S. Linden in Arkansas River, Febru- 

Ary 22251864 es ee ee ee ee 774-783 
Expedition up Black and Ouachita rivers, February 29 to 

Marchid,. 1864-2 a ae a eee 787-789 


Confederate reports— 

Combined operations against Vicksburg in the Yazoo River, 
including evacuation and destruction of works at Haynes’ 
Bluff (Synder’s Mill) ; burning of naval station and de- 
struction of vessels at Yazoo City, and engagement at 
iverpool Mandinge May 18-10 238, 186g... ee 12, 18 

Operations against Vicksburg, May 19—July 4, 1863, in- 
cluding bombardments May 19-22, May 27, June 20, and 


surrenders luly: 40ee eee 111-124 
Sinking of the U. S. S. Cincinnati, in action with Vicks- 

bure’ batteries May 20 1S65s= =e TIS SET GMa ecto 
Engagement near Austin, Miss., May 24, 18638____________ 129 


Expedition of U. S. S. Baron De Kalb and other vessels in 

Yazoo and Sunflower rivers, for destruction of Confed- 

SPATE VESSEMS BINT sya Ae medal lye cs Coca 136 
Cooperation of U. 8S. gunboats Choctaw and Lexington in 

engagement at Milliken’s Bend, June 7, 1863__________ 165, 166 
Cooperation of U. 8, 8. Tyler in repulse of Confederate at- 

TRGIS UPON MEVELEH ae eA TK Ge SU ya es al Gps cee 234, 235 
Occupation of Yazoo City, Miss., by a joint army and navy 

force, July 18, 1868, resulting in the sinking of the 


of .their .vesselS 2 Seaeae le re? Se ee ee 289-293 
Sapture of Acting Master Fentress, U. S. Navy, and party 

of men at Rodney, Miss., September 18, 1863___________ 407, 411 
Action on Bayou Fordoche, near Morganza, La., September 

29, 1863.L2. 20. Ca ee SESS ere ee 440 


Robert Fulton in Red River, October 7, 1863___________ 458 


LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 


~ ‘ Page. 
ated Shhes Steamer Water. 2. to SS Frontispiece 
TAOS piLAIE SS VELeL Vee ValCK SUES. MN ISGy se ote Bot ei Se ed 109 
WehenSeOR MACKS D UTS IM ISS = Pea ey ee Se oe 113 
WICH SE SCL ORT LACE Tore ee ee ad Se eo SS eS 348 
itech SECAINEL NUCKINS LON = == 2 Fe a ee ees 348 
Fe mVSsissippin and Atchafalaya Trivers, Tid = 2s... 2s 457 
PRKCreheOmratisinuLaIne- aLwNeweALbany, Ind) 2 2-2. tt ee ee 560 
Mississippi and Red rivers, Concordia Parish, La__________-_-___________ 574 


es serene: Shige ol Pepe ara Sone 
cer: on “te Salts ©. old ideale!) Seneele 
: | - oe —. Zin % ae — anit 4 


ee Ans . z-~< = = nd rer ae ie 
ae, 2 a = EP Rasa e i : 
eins 2 : aes os ae 
2 a7 Sree (eee AS ee Size at 
== ie = 2 my ad e 
a2 umes *F fA, +9 piiteaa 
= it siete girded Ph} Ean 
x ‘ : Sate 2 
Z = ? 5 
< ay 
— 4 
= Ss 
‘ — 
eee : Ae 
= 
X = : : 
J ‘ 
. 


PREFACE, 


The work of preparing for publication the Official Recprds of the 
Union and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was 
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Saley, U. S. 
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas- 
sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander 
F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was 
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in 
May, 1893. 

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con- 
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first 
five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and 
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of 
these volumes was accomplished. 

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was suc- 
ceeded by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. 8. Navy, as superintend- 
ent, under whose sable administration volumes 6-14 were published. 
Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to’ the U. S. Naval 
Academy September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W. 
Stewart. 

No change is contemplated at present inthe outline of the plan of 
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only 
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous 
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the 
following order of arrangement: 

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence, 
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States dur- 
ing the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels 
acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the 
world, These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and dia- 
grams. 

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and 
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of 
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports. 

Ix 
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II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond- 
ence relating to— 

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com- 
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress 
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus. 

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in- 
cluding privateers, setting forth also the annual and special 
reports of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of 
bureaus. 

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as far 
as can be obtained. 

4, Returns of naval and military property captured by the 
navies of both sides during the war. 

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners. 

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above 
sections as far as practicable, 

III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence, 
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially 
relating to the matter of the first and second series. 

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the 
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of 
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as 
they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been repro- 
duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the 
carefully prepared drawings made from official sources. 

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while 
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly 
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond- 
ence between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing. 
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the 
work would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore 
has spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief 
actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been 
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of 
the work. The reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly 
complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate 
records are not equally complete, due to the great difficulty found in 
collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives 
of the Confederate Navy Department was burned at the close of the 
war. Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the 
country, conducted by a special agent of the Department, have 
brought to light many duplicates of these papers, found among the 
personal files of participants. It is hoped that the publication will 
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead 
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them to bring to the notice of the Department the whereabouts of any 
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they 
may have knowledge. 

The twenty-fourth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 24), which 
has recently been published by the Department, gives the operations 
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from January 1 to May 17, 
1863. The present volume (Series I, vol. 25) gives the operations 
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from May 18, 1863, to 
February 29, 1864. 

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a 
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which 
both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be 
cbtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella- 
neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume. : 
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con- 
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement 
of the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each 
volume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without 
other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single 
events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the 
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents 
have been placed together in the compilation. 

Cuartes W. Stewart, 
Compiler. 
Navy DrrarTMENtT, 
Washington, D. C., October, 1912. 


Nore.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis- 
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress 
approved July 31, 1904): 

* * * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty 
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou- 
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one 
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department 
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of 
the Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein author- 
ized of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives 
shall be sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organiza- 
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Rep- 
resentatives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the 
purpose of this distribution herein provided for to place these records 
in public libraries, and with permanent organizations having libra- 
ries, so far as such libraries may exist in the several States and Terri- 
tories. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and 
each Representative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such ad- 
dresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as 
they are published, until the publication is completed; and all sets 
that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided herein shall be 
sold by the Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication, with ten per 
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centum added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered 
into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered 
to the same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Sena- 
tors, Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same, 
who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or indi- 
viduals. The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at 
whose instance the volumes are sent. 


The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the 
work was approved January 30, 1896: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis- 
tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, 
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries, 
organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet- 
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth 
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third 
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said 
Official Records or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con- 
gress approved July thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, 
and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred 
ae ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in 
said act. 


The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies: 


* * * For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi- 


tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for 
supplying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two 
thousand four hundred dollars. 


ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS. 


SERIES I. 


1. Operations of the cruisers, 1861-1865. 


Union cruisers. 
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U. S. N., 
1862-1863. 
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 
1863-1864. 
Confederate cruisers and privateers. 


2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861. 


Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard. 
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens. 


3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 18, 1861. 


Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter. 
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard. 
Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. S. N. 


4, Operations on the Potomas and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865. 


Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U. S. N., 1861. 
Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U. S. N., 1861. 

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. N., 1861-1862. 
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. S. N., 1862-1863. 
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U. S. N., 1863-1865. 


5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865. 


Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Stringham, U. S. N., May 13 to 
Sept. 28, 1861. 
West India Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U. 8. N., 1861. 
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron, 
CS. IN: 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U. 8S. N., 1861. 
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. 8. N., 
1861-1862. 
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, 
Case 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Buchanan, C. 8S. N. 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N. 
James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U. 8S. N., 1862. 
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. N., 
1862-1864. 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Forrest and Mitchell, C. S. N. 
*Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pink- 
ney, C. S. N. 
*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, 
CAS IN: 


* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that 
those who have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with 
the Office of Naval War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 
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5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865—Continued. 


North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1864- 
1865. 
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Mitchell and Semmes, C. S. N. 
*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Pink- 
ney, C. S. N. 
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, 
Wn iS.oN., a tSop: 
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U. S. N., 
1861-1863. 
*Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, 
CRS.oN- 
*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer 
Ingraham, C. S. N. 
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. 8. N., 
1863-1865. 
*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer 
Tucker, C. S. N. 
Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tattnall, 
C2 SSNs 


6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865. 


Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Mervine, U. S. N., 1861. 
Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U. 8. N., 1861-1862. 
*Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. S. N. 
Hast Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U. S. N., 1862. 
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N., 1862. 
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U. 8. N., 
1862-1864. 
Hast Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Captain Greene, U. S. N., 1864. 
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. S. N., 
1864-1865. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. N., 1862-1863. 
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. S. N., 1862. 
Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. S. N., 
1862. 
*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officcr Randolph, C. S. N. 
‘Crans-Mississippi Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, C. S. A. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U. S. N. (ad interim), 
1863. 
West Gulf Blockading Scuadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. 8S. N., 1864. 
*Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. S. N. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, uncer Commodore Palmer, U. 8. N., 1864-1865. 
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. N., 
1865. 
*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. S. N. 


7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865. 


Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. S. N., 1861. 

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. N., 1861-1862. 
*Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. S. N. 

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U. S. N., 1862. 
*Mississippi River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. S. A. 
*Mississippi River Defeuses, under Commander R. F. Pinkney, C. S. N. 
*Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N. 

Mississippi Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1862-1864. 

Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. N., 1864—1865. 

*Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter, 
CoSaUNe 


* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that 
those who have any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with 
the Office of Naval War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C, 
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5 Formerly C. S. ram General] Sterling Price. 
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NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS, 


FROM MAY 18, 1863, TO FEBRUARY 29, 1864. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding 
U.S.S. Benton, regarding movements of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
U.S. Nawal Depot, below Vicksburg, May 18, 1863. 
Sir: I respectfully report the arrival of this vessel last evening at 
this place. After you left us above Ellis Cliffs we averaged 3 miles 
per hour, up to James” plantation. After filling up with coal, I 
came on up, not averaging more than 2} miles per hour. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U.S. 8. Signal, regarding injuries to that vessel. 


U.S. S. Srenat, 
Mississippi River, May 18, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order from Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. 
Porter to me, bearing date of the 16th instant, I proceeded up the 
Mississippi River as convoy to the V. #. Wilson and three transports. 

On the night of the 16th, at 11:45 o’clock, this vessel was run on a 
snag at the foot of Islands 101 and 102, striking us on the starboard 
side about amidships, carrying away part of our bulkheads and part 
of the cabin, also injuring Mr. Browne, my executive officer, and 
throwing several men from their hammocks. 

The officer of the deck and quartermaster reported a snag off our 
starboard bow, and the pilot, Mr. Parker, replied he saw it, and still 
he allowed the vessel to come in contact with the snag, damaging the 


vessel seriously. 
The river was wide at this point and the snag stood from 6 to 8 


feet above water. 
3 
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T think it my duty to make this report, and hope the matter may 
be investigated. oy 
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. Dominy, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Signal. 
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Bresss, 
Commanding Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, command- 
ing U.S. S. Conestoga, regarding repairs needed by that vessel. 


U. S. S. CongstToga, 
Between Memphis and Cairo, May 18, | 1863]. 
Sir: The boilers of this steamer were examined this morning at 
Memphis and the repairs recommended so heavy as would take from 
three to four weeks. ; 
As I neither cared to place myself in the hands of the Memphis 
mechanics for this length of time nor to assume the responsibilities 
of such extensive repairs, I have considered it my duty to proceed 
to Cairo and await the decision of Captain Pennock and Mr. Faulk- 
ner, chief engineer. 
Hoping this will meet the approval of the admiral. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Bregss, 
Senior Officer, Yazoo River. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Smith, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. S. 8. Linden, regarding engagement with masked 
battery at Island No. 82. 


U. S. Gunpoat Linpen, May 18, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor of reporting to you that while on our way 
down the river this day at 1:30 o’clock p. m., convoying the transports 
Crescent City, Luminary, Ohio Belle, Gladiator, and Sultana, all 
having on board troops, in the bend of Island No. 82, the Crescent 
City, being in the advance, was fired into by a masked battery of 
three pieces. They fired rounds into her, wounding 12 or 14, some 
seriously. I immediately opened fire on the rebels with shell and 
canister, killing 2 of their horses, and, I think, 1 officer. Immediately 
upon our opening on them they fell back out of sight. We fired 25 
rounds. The troops in command of General Lauman landed as soon 
as possible and went in pursuit, but I think made no captures. 
Every building in the vicinity was burned.. The troops marched 
across the point to Greenville and burned the place. 
I am, most respectfully, yours, ete., 
Tuomas E. Smiru, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding 
change of name for purchased vessel. 


No. 26.] Misstssrpp1 SQuApRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Yazoo River, May 18, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to request that I may change the name of 
the purchased steamer Thompson to Manitou. 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Giron WELLEs,. 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Combined operations against Vicksburg in the Yazoo River, includ- 
ing evacuation and destruction of works at Haynes’ Bluff (Sny- 
der’s Mill) ; burning of naval station and destruction of vessels 
at Yazoo City, and engagement at Liverpool Landing, May 18 to 
23, 1863. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


No. 27.] MississtpP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Haynes’ Bluff, 
Yazoo River, May 20, 1863. 


Sir: On the morning of the 15th I came over to Yazoo River to 
be ready to cooperate with General Grant. Leaving two of the 
-ironclads at Red River, one at Grand Gulf, one at Carthage, three 
at Warrenton, and two in the Yazoo, left me a small force to cooper- 
ate with; still, I disposed of them to the best advantage. 

On the 18th, at meridian, firing was heard in the rear of Vicks- 
burg, which assured me that General Grant was approaching the 
city. The cannonading was kept up furiously for some time, when, 
by the aid of glasses, I discovered a company of our artillery advanc- 
ing, taking position, and driving the rebels before them. I imme- 
diately saw that General Sherman’s division had come into the left 
of Snyder’s Bluff and that the rebels at that place had been cut off 
from joining the forces in the city. I dispatched the De Kalb, Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Walker; Choctaw, Lieutenant-Commander Ram- 
say; Linden, Romeo, Petrel, and Forest Rose, all under command 
of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, up the Yazoo, to open communti- 
cation in that way with Generals Grant and Sherman. This I suc- 
ceeded in doing, and in three hours received letters from Generals 
Grant, Sherman, and Steele, informing me of their vast successes 
and asking me to send up provisions, which was at once done. In 
the meantime Lieutenant-Commander Walker, in the De “ald, 
pushed on to Haynes’ Bluff, which the enemy commenced evacuat- 
ing the day before, and a party remained behind in hopes of taking 
away or destroying the large amount of ammunition on hand. 
When they saw the gunboats they ran and left everything in good 
order—guns, forts, tents, and equipage of all kinds, which fell into 
our hands. Soon as the capture of Haynes’ Bluff and 14 forts 
was reported to me I shoved up the gunboats from below Vicksburg 
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to fire at the hill batteries, which fire was kept up for two or three 
hours. At midnight they moved up to the town and opened on it 
for about an hour, and continued at intervals during the night to 
annoy the garrison. On the 19th I placed 6 mortars in position, 
with orders to fire night and day as rapidly as they could. 

The works at Haynes’ Bluff are very formidable; there are 14 of 
the heaviest kind of guns mounted, 8 and 10 inch and 7}-inch rifled 
guns, with ammunition enough to last a long siege. As the gun car- 
riages might again fall into the hands of the enemy, I had them 
burned, blew up the magazines, and destroyed the works generally. 

I also burned up the encampments, which were permanent and re- 
markably well constructed, looking as if the rebels intended to stay 
for some time. 

These works and encampments covered many acres of ground, and 
the fortifications and rifle pits proper of Haynes’ Bluff extend for 
about a mile and a quarter. Such a network of defenses I never saw. 
The rebels were a year constructing them, and all were rendered use- 
less in an hour. 

As soon as I got through with the destruction of the magazines and 
other works I started Lieutenant-Commander Walker up the Yazoo 
River with sufficient force to destroy all the enemy’s property in 
that direction, with orders to return with all dispatch, and only to 
proceed as far as Yazoo City, where the rebels have a navy yard and 
storehouses. 

In the meantime General Grant has closely invested Vicksburg, 
and has possession of the most commanding points. 

In a very short time a general assault will take place, when I hope 
to announce that Vicksburg has fallen, after a series of the most bril- 
liant successes that ever attended any army. There never has been a 
case during the war where the rebels have been so successfully beaten 
at all points, and the patience and endurance shown by our army and 
navy for so many months is about to be rewarded. 

It is a mere question of a few hours, and then, with the exception of 
Port Hudson (which will follow Vicksburg), the Mississippi will be 
open its entire length. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porrer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Mississipr1 SQuADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the expedition I sent up 
the Yazoo under command of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, after 
taking possession of the forts at Haynes’ Bluff, was perfectly suc- 
cessful. Three powerful steamers, rams, were destroyed at Yazoo 
City, one a monster, 310 feet long, 70 feet beam, to be covered with 4- 
inch iron plates. A fine navy yard, with machine shops of all kinds 
sawmills, blacksmith shops, ete., were burned up. 
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_The property destroyed and captured amounted to over $2,000,000. 
Had the monster ram been finished she would have given us some 
trouble. One battery was destroyed at Dreyr’s Bluff. Our loss on 
the expedition was 1 killed and 7 wounded. 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary Navy. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, on learning of concern 
expressed by the President regarding destruction of property at Snyder’s 
Bluff. 


58. ] Mississtpe1t SQUADRON, 
Near Vicksburg, June 14, 1863. 

Sir: I heard unofficially that the President, General Halleck, and 
Secretary Stanton are somewhat concerned in relation to the destruc- 
tion of the enemy’s works at Snyder’s Bluff, up the Yazoo. The 
Department may rest assured that nothing was destroyed that was 
useful to ourselves. 

The guns and ammunition were all saved, and only that portion 
of the works destroyed that commanded the water approaches. We 
destroy no guns, but save all we can. 

The ammunition captured at Snyder’s Bluff is now being used 
against the rebels; the gun carriages that were unfit for our purposes 
were destroyed, but we have plenty to supply their places, of a better 
kind. 

The army was not so certain of holding Vicksburg as they are now, 
and it would have been very unwise in me to let the water batteries 
stand, with the chance of losing Snyder’s Bluff and the command of 
the Yazoo. 

General Grant can always get all the guns he wants from this 
squadron, and has already six of our 8 and 9 inch in battery, some 
of them worked by sailors. 

I merely make this explanation to relieve apprehensions felt on 
the subject. ‘ 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report 
of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Baron De 
Kalb, regarding operations at Yazoo City. 


No. 30.] MissIssipP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, May 24, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the expedition I sent up 
Yazoo River the day after I took possession of the forts on Snyder’s 
Bluff has returned, having met with perfect success. 
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As the steamers approached Yazoo City the rebel property was 
fired by Lieutenant Brown (of the ram Arkansas), and what he had 
begun our forces finished. Three powerful rams were burned. 

The Mobile, a screw vessel, ready for her plating; the Republic, 
being fitted for a ram with railroad iron plating; and a vessel on the 
stocks (a monster), 310 feet long and 70 feet beam. This vessel was 
to have been covered with 44-inch iron plating, was to have had 6 
engines, 4 side wheels, and two propellers; she would have given us 
much trouble. 

The rebels had under construction a fine navy yard, containing 
fine sawing and planing machines, an extensive machine shop, car- 
penter and blacksmith shops, and all the necessary appliances for a 
large building and repairing yard. 

Lieutenant-Commander Walker burned all these, with a large 
quantity of valuable building lumber; he also burned a large saw- 
mill that had been used in constructing the monster ram. The ma- 
terial destroyed, at a moderate estimate, cost more than $2,000,000. 

We had 1 man killed and 7 wounded by fieldpieces from the 
enemy’s batteries, going up the river, but the wounded are doing 
well. I enclose you Lieutenant-Commander Walker’s report in rela- 
tion to this affair. 

He deserves much credit for the handsome manner in which he 
performed the duty assigned him. If he could have obtained pilots 
he would have succeeded in getting possessicn of all the rebel rams 
instead of having them burned. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


* [Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Baron pe Kats, 
Mouth Yazoo River, May 23, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order I 
started from Snyder’s Bluff on the 20th instant with the De Kalb, 
Choctaw, Forest Rose, Linden, and Petrel on an expedition to Yazoo 
City. Arriving at Haynes’ Bluff, I landed a force and spiked an 
8-inch gun in the works there, and burned the carriage. I also 
burned some forty tents left standing, and a steam sawmill. Arriv- 
ing at Yazoo City at 1 p. m., on the 21st instant, I was met by a com- 
mittee of citizens, who informed me that the place had been evacu- 
ated by the military authorities, and asking protection. Enclosed I 
send copies of communications received, and my reply. The navy 
yard and vessels had been fired by the enemy, and I sent a working 
party to ensure the destruction of everything valuable to the rebels. 
The vessels burned were the J/obile, a screw vessel ready for her 
plating; the Republic, which I understand was being fitted for a ram, 
and the vessel on the stocks, a monster, 310 feet long and 70 feet 
beam. The navy yard contained five saw and planing mills, an ex- 
tensive machine shop, carpenter and blacksmith shops, and all the 
necessary fixtures for a large building and repairing yard, which, 
with a very large quantity of lumber, were burned. I also burned 
a large sawmill a little above the town. 
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Most of the public stores had been removed. Such as I found in 
town were taken on board the vessels or destroyed. 

_ Enclosed I send the lists of articles removed or destroyed by Act- 
ing Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, the officer detailed for that pur- 
pose. 

In the hospitals I found and paroled 115 soldiers, a list of whom I 
enclose. 

Returning, I left Yazoo City this morning, arriving here at 4 p.m. 
At Liverpool Landing, in a sharp bend of the river, we were attacked 
by a force of three field guns and about 200 riflemen concealed in the 
bushes, and for a few minutes the firing was very sharp. The enemy 
retreated as soon as the. vessels got into position to use their guns 
with effect. The Petrel, Linden, and Choctaw were struck by shot, 
but with no particular injury to either. 

Sergeant Stockinger, of this vessel, was killed by a rifle shot. The 
Linden had 5 wounded, the Petrel 2, and the Choctaw 1; most of the 
wounds, I am happy to say, are slight. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Joun G. WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


[Subenclosures. ] 


Yazoo Crry, May 21, 1863. 
GENTLEMEN: At the request of the resident citizens of this place 
I appoint you a committee to act in behalf of the people of Yazoo 
City in this emergency, to wit, that in the event of the capture and 
occupation of this place by the Federal forces you will wait on the 
officer commanding, and ask him to protect the persons and property 
of the inhabitants of this city from insult and spoliation by the forces 
under his command. The details and mode of procedure in the 
premises are left at your discretion. 
Respectfully, 
W. J. Epperson, Mayor. 
Messrs. W. H. Mancum, Hiram Harrison, J. R. Burns, J. B. 
Wuirs, and W. A. Apams. 
Yazoo Ciry, May 21, 1863. 
Str: We have the honor to hand you a communication addressed 
to us by the mayor of this city, requesting us to wait upon you with 
the accompanying document, and earnestly request that the matter 
may have your serious attention. We are ready to receive your 
‘communication on the subject. 
Yours, respectfully, 
Hiram Harrison, 
W. H. Manevm, 
J. R. Burns, 
Jas. B. Wuits, 
Wm. A. Apams, 
Committee. 
The ComMMANDING OFFICER OF THE FEpERAL Forces. 
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U.S. S. Baron Dr Kats, 
Yazoo City, Miss., May 21, 1563. 


GENTLEMEN: I have received your communication of this date, en- 
closing your appointment as a committee to act on this occasion. In 
reply I have to say that no indignity will be offered any citizen, and 
I hope that all will remain quietly in town. I shall expect that my 
officers and men meet with no insult or opposition. You will please 
appoint some one to point out all public property in town and 
vicinity. The police of the town remain in the hands of the town 
ae rete Re 

ery respectiu etc. 
ae x Jno. G. WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer. 


W. H. Manevum, J. R. Burns, W. A. Apams, etc. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Baron 
De Kalb, regarding the evacuation of Snyder’s Bluff. 


U.S. S. Baron Dr Kats, 
Snyder's Bluff, May 19, 1863. 
. Str: I reached this place at 5 p.m. The rebels have evacuated, 
leaving all their guns, ammunition, tents, etc., behind; guns spiked 
with nails and priming wires. 

There is a very large quantity of ammunition. 

There is a chain across the river which can easily be cast adrift. 
The steamer Alonzo Child is here, but much knocked to pieces. The 
guns are 8-inch, 10-inch, and 6-inch rifles. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JoHN G. WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Smith, U. S. Navy, commanding U. §. S. 
Linden, regarding engagement at Liverpool Landing. 


U.S. Gunpoat Linpven, May 23, 1863. 

Siz: I have the honor of reporting to you that while on our way 
down from Yazoo City this 8 a. m., and near the town Liverpool, in 
company with the Baron De Kalb, Choctaw, Forest Rose, and Petrel, 
the Petrel leading the advance, was fired into by a battery and in- 
fantry from the Mississippi side. We being the second in line, im- 
mediately opened on them with shell and canister, also with sharp- 
shooters. We were struck four times from the batteries. One rifled 
shot, 12-pounder, I think, lodged on our berth deck, one shell ex- 
ploded on our port quarter gangway, carrying away a boat davit. 
The infantry fired into us very briskly. Our cabin, wardroom, etc., 
are riddled with their balls. We expended 39 rounds of shell and 
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canister and quite a large amount of small-arms cartridges. We had 
two captains of guns, soldiers belonging to the Fifty-eighth Ohio 
Regiment, dangerously wounded. W. C. Perry, first assistant en- 
gineer, and W. A. Seagrave, quartermaster, slightly. The soldiers 
were left on board the U. S. hospital boat City of Memphis, now 
lying at Chickasaw Bayou. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Tuomas FE. Smirn, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Report of the wounded on board of the U. 8S. Linden, May 23, 1863. 


William C. Perry, chief engineer, contusion on the left forearm. 

William A. Seagrave, quartermaster, slightly wounded at the inser- 
tion of the pyramidalis nasi. 

Emanuel Boysil, sergeant, buckshot entered the lumbar region im- 
pee ely below the twelfth rib; it passed inwardly. Not felt by a 
probe. 

William C. Roberts, corporal, rifle ball passed between the fourth 
and fifth ribs, near the origin of the senatus magnus of the left side; 
passed through both lungs and lodged beneath the fascia of the right 


side. 
. J. T. Frerp, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon. 
Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant T. E. Smrrn, 
Commanding. 


Report of Acting Master Miner, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Petrel, 
regarding engagement at Liverpool Landing. 


U.S. Gunzoat PETREL, 
Mouth Yazoo River, May 23, 1863. 
Str: In obedience to your order of the 22d instant, I got underway 
this morning at 5:15 a. m. and proceeded down the Yazoo River, and 
when off Liverpool was fired into by the enemy with artillery and 
musketry. I received two 6-pound rifle shots, one through the port 
side, which lodged in the coal bunkers, and one through the port quar- 
ter, which, after tearing away the bulkheads of a number of state- 
rooms and the stern of my gig, dropped in the river. 
Enclosed I hand you the surgeon’s report of the casualties. 
We expended 6 shells, 10 stand of canister, and 6 rounds of 
shrapnel. 
I have the honor to be, yours, etc. 
Wiuram H. Miner, 


Acting Master, Commandmg. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jno. G. WALKER, 
Commanding. 


12 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.S. S. Perret, 
Yazoo River, May 23, 1863. 


Sir: I respectfully report that in the engagement at the bluffs near 
Liverpool to-day there were 2 men wounded in our boat, viz: 

Private William McCord, Company K, Twenty-ninth Regiment 
Illinois Volunteers, wounded by a rifle ball in the anterior part of 
thigh, about an inch above patella. His wound is not serious. 

Wesley W. Long, quartermaster, wounded severely by a rifle ball 
in the gluteal region. 

I am, yours, very respectfully, 
FREDERICK JEBB, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Master Wa. H. Miner, 
Commanding. 


Letter from Commander Brown, C. S. Navy, to General Johnston, C. 8. Army, re- 
porting the presence of Federal gunboats in the Yazoo River. 


Yazoo Crry, Miss., Way 19, 1S63—I1 p.m. 

GrneraL: At Liverpool, which is 25 miles below this point by the 
river, I learned two hours ago that the enemy’s gunboats were at 
the mouth of Big Sunflower River at sunset. This point is 18 miles 
farther down than Liverpool. The report was made to me by 
cavalry scouts, and I consider that there is no doubt of the fact. 
The smoke of the boats was seen from the hills at Liverpool. It is 
also reported that a body of the enemy’s cavalry are advancing up 
the Yazoo Valley, but this is not so well established as the fact re- 
garding the gunboats. These last will be at Yazoo City perhaps by 
noon to-morrow, or twelve hours from now. I shall get the boats out 
of the way, and do all that I can under this unpleasant condition of 
things. I was on my way down the river on a steamer, to set at rest 
the question with us “as to whether Snyder’s Bluff had been aban- 
doned by us,” when I learned of the advance of the enemy here 

reported. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Isaac N. Brown, 
Commander, C. S. Navy. 
General Jossrn E, Jonnston, 
Commander-in-C hief, Headquarters Near Moore’s Ferry. 


Letter from General Johnston, C. S. Army, to Commander Brown, C. S. Navy, re- 
garding protection of the guns at Fort Pemberton against the Federal forces 
in the Yazoo. 


Canton, May 21, 1863. 
If the guns at Fort Pemberton can not be used against the gun- 
boats ascending the Yazoo, they should, if possible, be saved by re- 
moval out of reach of the gunboats or light-draft vessels. Could they 
reach Grenada in this way? Your knowledge of the river and cir- 
cumstances enables you to judge better than I can. You have full 
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authority. I have sent some light guns to the neighborhood of 
Liverpool. 


J. E. Jounston. 
Captain I. N. Brown, C. S. Navy, 


Yazoo City. 


Report of Colonel Adams, C. §. Army, regarding the engagement with Federal 
gunboats at Liverpool Landing. 


Near Liverroot, May 23, 1863. 

GENERAL: I marched my command on yesterday as rapidly as the 
exhausted condition of the artillery horses would permit, crossed the 
river, and by dark reached a point 4 miles distant from Liverpool. 
Resuming the march this morning at 5 a. m., I hastened on to Liver- 
pool and posted my battery near the river bank and my cavalry dis- 
mounted within a few steps of the river. The smoke of the enemy’s 
boats descending the river was plainly visible at the time of my 
arrival, and within a few minutes after taking position three trans- 
ports and two large gunboats appeared. The battery at once engaged 
them as they came within range, and as they passed my dismounted 
men poured a rapid and effective fire through the portholes of the 
gunboats and all openings of the transports, driving the enemy from 
his guns. Taking position below the town, he opened a brisk fire of 
shell, grape, and canister, with but little injury to my command, I 
am pleased to say. The fleet, after an hour’s delay, resumed _ its 
course down the river and has passed Satartia. The transports are 
boarded up on the sides and covered with thin iron plates, loopholed 
for small arms, and armed with six fieldpieces each. My impression 
is the fleet has gone down for reinforcements. The force left in 
Yazoo City is estimated by my scouts, who have just returned from 
the town, at from 800 to 1,200 men. A cavalry force is expected by 
the enemy at Yazoo City, coming by the valley road. For this I 
am now watching. 

I find that Liverpool is the only point where the battery can be 
advantageously posted on the Yazoo from Snyder’s to Yazoo City, 
and I think it doubtful whether the enemy will give me another 
opportunity at that point. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Wirt ApAMs, 
Colonel, Commanding, ete. 
Brigadier-General Jonn ApAms, 
Commanding Brigade. 


[Telegram. ] 
Cairo, Iun., May 19, 1863—2.30 p.m. 
The following telegram was received yesterday by me: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 18, 1863. 


The War Department proposes to send a force up the Arkansas River. In 
the absence of Admiral Porter, give all the cooperation in your power and 
I ry instructions. 
ad H. W. HALLECK. 

Captain PENNOCK, j 

Senior Officer, U. S. Navy, Cairo, Ill, 
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I answered it as follows: 
Catro, Itu., May 18, 1863. 


I have no control over the movements of the naval forces below this station. 

Admiral Porter left his instructions with Lieutenant-Commander Breese, at 
mouth of Yazoo River, in regard to the disposition of naval forces above 
Vicksburg. 

Will forward your telegram for cooperation to him by earliest opportunity. 


A. M. PENNOCK. 
Major-General H. W, HALLEcK, 
General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C. 


The dispatch has been forwarded. 
A. M. Pennocrk, } 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, commanding 
off White River, urging additional vessels in that vicinity. 


U. S. Gunpoat Ty er, 
Off White River, May 19, 1863. 
Str: I would respectfully request that more light-draft gunboats 
may be ordered to this station, in order to fully comply with your 
order of the 16th instant in regard to keeping four gunboats near 
Greenville and in sight of each other. It will be impossible for me 
to carry out the order now without leaving the mouth of the Arkansas 
unguarded. I deem it actually necessary that a gunboat should be 
stationed off Napoleon, as I have information that there are some 
three of four hundred of the enemy’s troops stationed on Red Fork, 
and that their pickets come into Napoleon almost every day, and I 
fear that they will fire into our transports if there is not a gunboat 
stationed there. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, 
U.S. Navy, commanding off Red River, regarding coal for the 
ram Switzerland. 


U.S. 8. Harrrorp, Iay 20, [1863|—9 a. m. 

My Dear Caprarn: Have you finished coaling? I hope you have 
left some for the Switzerland. I have just emptied the schooner 
which purported to have 130 tons, but found she had but 73. My in- 
tentions were to have taken out 100 and to have divided the 30 
remaining between the Sachem and Switzerland, though it is ques- 
tionable whether the latter can burn hard coal. It is absolutely 
necessary that the Switzerland has coal, in case she is needed to trans- 
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port the army across. So soon as I learn of General Banks’ arrival 
at Simmesport, I shall pay him a visit and then go down the river, 
and if I can possibly spare the Pittsburg will send her up. 

When are you going up to the mouth of the Black River? It is 
necessary that that place be blockaded as soon as possible. 

The Price, I suppose, has gone up the river to assist the Estrella 
to tow down the raft, but for what purpose I can not imagine, as I 
learn they have already transported their whole army across the 
Atchafalaya. 

Let me know your plans. 

Very truly, yours, Jas. S. Parmer. 


Captain Henry Watkg, U.S. Navy. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U.S. Navy, regarding the purchase 
of light-draft boats. 


Orrice Misstssrppr SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., May 21, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the following light- 
draft boats have been purchased in Cincinnati by Paymaster Gilman, 
for service in the upper Ohio, Kanawha, and Big Sandy rivers, viz: 
The Victory, a new vessel, draft 18 inches when converted into a 
gunboat; the /lorence Miller, new last March, and the Rachel Miller, 
new, draft 23 inches when converted into a gunboat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippt Squadron. 


Operations against Vicksburg, May 19-July 4, 1863, by the United 
States naval forces under Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, 
including bombardments May 19-22, May 27, June 20, and final 
surrender July 4, 1863. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, announcing the investment of Vicksburg by the Army forces. 


Rear or Vicxssure, Miss., May 19, 1863. 


My forces are now investing Vicksburg. Sherman’s forces run 
from the Mississippi River, above the city, 2 miles east. McPher- 
son is to his left and McClernand to the left of McPherson. If you 
can run down and throw shell in just back of the city it will aid us 
and demoralize an already badly beaten enemy. The enemy have not 
been able to return to the city with one-half of his forces. 

We beat them badly on the 16th, near Edwards Station, and on 
the 17th at [Big] Black River Bridge, taking about 6,000 prisoners, 
besides a large number killed and wounded. 

Two divisions were also cut off from their retreat and have gone 
eastward, many of their men throwing down their arms and leaving. 
The enemy only succeeded in getting back three pieces of artillery. 
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I have instructed my quartermaster and commissary to send up 
boats to Lake’s Landing with forage and provisions. Will you please 
send a convoy? Please send a boat up to Haynes’ Bluff, which I 
think is evacuated. Our cavalry have gone up to see. 
U. S. Grant. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, requesting the services of two gunboats to silence a water 
battery. 


Heapquarters 15TH Army Corps, 
Walnut Hills, May 19, 1863. 

Dear ApmiraL: My right is on the Mississippi. We have posses- 
sion of the bluff down a mile or more below the mouth of the bayou. 
Can’t you send immediately a couple of gunboats down? They can 
easily see and distinguish our men, and can silence a water battery 
that is the extremity of their flank on the river and enfilade the left 
flank of their works. 

I think nearly all the guns of their upper batteries are moved 
inside of Vicksburg and are now on the land front. 

You will have no trouble in distinguishing our flank. It is about 
one-fourth mile below a cattle pen on the immediate shore of the 
Mississippi. 

I would get General Grant to make this request, but he is far on the 
left flank, and it would take hours to find him. 

Truly, yours, 
W. T. SHerman, 
Major-General. 
Admiral Porter or Senior Orricer at mouth of Yazoo. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Steele, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U.S. Navy, regarding the investment of the city. 


Biurrs NEAR Misstsstprr River, 
Just above Vicksburg, May 19, 1863. 
You can rely on any information which may be given you by the 
bearer. We have the city invested, and all the bluffs between this 
and Snyder’s under our control. There are no troops at Hayne.’ 
Bluff. General Grant has sent Colonel [Grantham] Taggart to 
communicate with Admiral Porter by way of Snyder’s Bluff. Gen- 
eral Grant wishes the admiral’s cooperation in taking Vicksburg. 
We are short of rations and want rations sent up the Yazoo to 
Snyder’s, if the Chickasaw Bayou is not navigable. 
Very truly, yours, 


; FREDK. STEELE. 
Admiral Porrnr, U. 8. Navy. 


(Any officer of the Army or Navy of the United States into whose 
pends es may fall will please forward it to Admiral Porter imme- 
iately.) 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, to move up toward the town. 


U. S. Mississtppr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, May 19, 1863. 
Sir: Get underway with all the vessels and move up toward the 
town, but do not get under fire. Be prepared to throw in shells in 
case you see an attack from our land forces. 
Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
; Commanding U. 8. 8. Benton. 


J 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, to open at long range, when 
troops are attacked by the enemy. 


U. S. Misstsstppr1 Squapron, Fiacsuip Biack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, May 19, 1863. 

Str: The moment you see the forts on the hills opening on our 
troops advancing toward the town, move up and open at long range 
with shell on such forts as may be firing; do not, however, get so far 
above as to be within a cross fire. The object is to disconcert the 
enemy, and by firing shell at your longest range, you can do so. 

Do not come in range of the guns above the city, as there are no 
forts there that can trouble our army. Fire on the forts on the hill, 
and try and drop your shell in them. You can, no doubt, do so with 
heavy charges and good elevation without exposing the vessels. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 

Commanding Benton, below Vicksburg. 


If you are doubtful how to proceed, send over here at once. I 
can’t leave here at present. 


Additional order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton. 


U. S. Mississrer1 Squapron, Fiacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, May 19, 1863—4: 10 p.m. 
Sir: Go up high enough with.the vessels to throw shell into the 
forts and into the town if possible, keeping the vessels scattered 
and keeping them on the move so the enemy won’t get the range. 
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Try as high as the canal first, and if you find that right, move 
higher, always looking out for your vessels. Fire heaviest charges 
and long ranges, and scatter your shot around the forts and town. 

Respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander JAmrs A. GREER, 
Commanding Benton. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, making enquiry why orders had not been received and 
obeyed. 


U. S. Mississippr SquaprRon, FLiacsure Brack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, May 19, 1863—9:40 p.m. 

Str: I sent an order to you by my aid, Mr. Brown, to go up to- 
night and get as near to the town as you could without being seen. 
The object was to keep the people alarmed. The order was delivered 
by Mr. Brown to an officer who was in the Carondelet’s boat (Mr. 
Brown not being able to communicate with you). The officer was 
made to understand the order. 

I wish you would examine into the matter and explain why the 
order was not delivered and obeyed. If the 7uscwmbia can raise some 
10-second shell, you will go up to-night and fire at the town, so that 
10-second shell will reach it; 2,100 yards will be about the distance, 
which will be some ways above the canal. If the Z’uscwmbia can not 
be of service, the Benton and Carondelet will go up, and by shelling 
now and then, and training your rifled 42-pounders sharp on the bow, 
you will be able to use them effectively. Let the Carondelet follow 
you closely, and keep her abreast of you, a little on your quarter. 

To-morrow, if General McArthur wishes to land troops at Warren- 
ton, the gunboats must cover him while landing, and then move up 
toward the town. 

By shifting your 40-pounder to the bow, you can easily throw shell 
into the town. The object is to throw shell about the courthouse, if 
possible. 

The army will likely go in to-morrow, and we must do our share, 
even if the vessels suffer. 

Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding Benton. 


P. 5.—Since writing the above I have received your explanation in 
relation to going up. Carry out the order, give them a good shelling 
for a little while, and let each vessel take turns in annoying them 
through the night. The water batteries won’t amount to much in the 
dark. Don’t get ashore. 
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General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the use of 
shrapnel. 


GENERAL ORDER, | | U. S. Misstssrepr SquaprRon, 
No. 55. f May 19, 1863. 

A great quantity of 24 and 12 pound shrapnel is uselessly expended 
by the lght-draft vessels, from not taking proper precautions 
in firing and from the officers not being instructed in the manner of 
cutting the fuze. 

It is useless to fire shrapnel when it is going to burst beyond 
the enemy; therefore, a shrapnel should burst at least 30 feet before 
getting to the object fired at; 5 seconds gives a flight of about 1,200 
yards, therefore it is easy to calculate what one second would give, 
viz, 240 yards. The great mistake in shrapnel firing on the river 
is not cutting the fuze short enough. 

The distance to be fired can always be ascertained to a nicety, for 
the seconds on the fuze correspond with the long mark on the sight 
bar, and when the breech and muzzle sights are in line the shrapnel 
will burst at the point on which the gun 1s sighted. 

In driving guerrillas from the levees, the proper way is to get 
below them about 200 yards and fire so that the shrapnel will burst 
along the levee and not over it; this enfilades it and must drive any- 
one out. 

When there is more than one vessel, one should go below and the 
other above and get a cross fire. By a little reflection and a little 
practice there will be less waste of ammunition. 

Care must be taken, in cutting fuzes, not to cut too deep, thereby 
entering the magazine, endangering the bursting of the shrapnel 
as it leaves the gun. 

There are no better incendiary shells than shrapnel, when used 
against inflammable material. 

Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. §. S. Benton, 
regarding the firing from that vessel. 


U. S. Gunsoat Benton, 
Below Canal, May 19, 1863. 

Sir: I have received your verbal order to go up after dark and 
shell the town. I have respectfully to inform you that I came up 
with the vessels this afternoon as high as the foot of the canal. A 
large gun that was put up to control the canal opened on us, the 
enemy making very good shots; fortunately, none of us were struck. 
We fired back, using heavy charges and long-range shell. Some of 
our shell exploded in close proximity to the fort. There are also 
two forts, one above and one below the gun mentioned, the latter 
partially masked. The one above had three guns that I could see. 
In going up, and whilst in the act of firing on the town, we shall be 
exposed to a cross fire from these three batteries that I mention. 
It will be impossible to keep out of the range of the batteries when 
above them. With my Dahlgren 50-pounder rifle, to-day, I threw 
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shot into the town every time. The 7uscwmbia got out of 10-second 
and 15-second shell, and I sent her back to the depot to see if any 
had come for her to-day. This was before I received your order 
for the night attack. I propose moving about 11 o’clock, unless 
otherwise ordered. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. §. S. 
Tuscumbia, regarding the firing from that vessel. 


U.S. Misstssrepr Squapron, U.S. S. Tuscumsia, 
Crevasse, May 19, 1863. 

Sir: By request of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, I have the honor 
to inform you that we engaged the enemy’s batteries at Vicksburg 
this afternoon at long range. 

Lieutenant-Commander Greer states that with his 50-pound 
Dahlgren rifles he threw shell into the town. 

This vessel engaged the battery that fired upon us, but I am not 
able to say whether we did them any damage. None of the vessels 
was struck. 

The Zuscumbia got out of ammunition, except 5-second shell, and, 
by order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, we withdrew, at dark, out 
of action. 

The Benton and Carondelet will follow us to this place soon. 

Lieutenant-Commander Greer desires me to say that we will be 
ready to engage the enemy again to-morrow morning. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

James W. SuHirk, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


P. S—I find that there is no XI-inch ammunition here. We 
have no shell but 5-second, and when we are in range of the lower 
batteries these shells explode at about one-third of the distance be- 
tween us and them. 

James W. Suirk, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese, U. 8. Navy, to take temporary charge of the bombarding fleet. 


U.S. Mississteer Squapron, FLacsuip Brack Hawg, 
Haynes’ Bluff, May 20, 1863. 
Str: You will go below and take charge of everything there until 
I come down. Keep the mortars at work night and day, with noth- 
ing less than 20 pounds of powder. 
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If the town does not surrender, take charge of the gunboats, and 
after dark to-night let them proceed up close to the town so that 
5-second shell will reach the center of it, and bombard it furiously 
until it gets too hot for you, or endangers the destruction of the ves- 
sels. Make the vessels keep out of the line of the mortars. After 
bombarding furiously for a time, let the vessels (one at a time) go up 
during the night and annoy the enemy all they can. 

In the daytime keep one vessel employed all the time with her 
rifled guns, throwing shot and shell deliberately into the town, 
keeping out of their rifle range, if there is much chance of injuring 
you. 

Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Brersr, 
Senior Naval Officer, Commanding Boats Below Vicksburg. 


» [Endorsement.] 


This was turned over to me, being the senior officer just below 
Vicksburg, Captain Breese remaining above. 
James A. GREER. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, requesting that the gunboats shell the Confederate intrench- 


ments. 
Near Vicxspure, Miss., May 21, 1863. 


I expect to assault the city at 10 a. m. to-morrow. I would re- 
quest, and earnestly request it, that you send up the gunboats below 
the city and shell the rebel intrenchments until that hour and for 
thirty minutes after. If the mortars could all be sent down to near 
the point on the Louisiana shore, and throw in shells during the 
night, it would materially aid me. I would like at least to have the 
enemy kept annoyed during the night. 

U. S. Grant. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting letter from 
Brigadier-General Arthur, U. S. Army. 


No. 29.] Mississippt SquaproN, Fiacsuie Buack Haws, 
May 23, 1863. 

Srr: On the evening of the 21st I received a communication from 
General Grant, informing me that he intended to attack the whole 
of the rebel works at 10 a. m. the next day, and asking me to shell 
the batteries from 9:30 until 10:30 a. m., to annoy the garrison. I 
kept six mortars playing rapidly on the works and town all night; 
sent the Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet up to shell the water 
batteries, and other places where troops might be resting during the 
night. 
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At 7 o’clock in the morning the Mound City proceeded across the 
river and made an attack on the hill batteries opposite the canal. 
At 8 o’clock I joined her with the Benton, Tuscumbia, and Caron- 
delet. All these vessels opened on the hill batteries, and finally 
silenced them, though the main work (on the battery containing the 
heavy rifled gun) was done by the Mound City, Lieutenant Com- 
manding Byron Wilson. I then eee the Benton, Mound City, 
and Carondelet up to the water batteries, leaving the Z’uscumbia 
(which vessel is still out of repair) to keep the hill batteries from 
firing on our vessels after they had passed by. 

The three gunboats passed up slowly, owing to the strong current, 
the Mound City leading, Benton following, and Carondelet astern. 

The water batteries opened furiously, supported by a hill battery 
on the starboard beam of the vessels. The vessels advanced to 
within 440 yards (by our marks) and returned the fire for two hours 
without cessation, the enemy’s fire being very accurate and incessant. 

Finding that the hill batteries behind us were silenced, I ordered 
up the Z7'uscumbia to within 800 yards of the batteries, but her turret 
was soon made untenable, not standing the enemy’s shot, and I made 
her drop down. 

I had been engaged with the forts an hour longer than General 
Grant asked; the vessels had all received severe shots under water 
which we could not stop up while in motion, and not knowing what 
might have delayed the movement of the army, I ordered the vessels 
to drop out of fire, which they did in a cool, handsome, manner. 

This was the hottest fire the gunboats have ever been under, but 
owing to the water batteries being more on a level with them than 
usual, the gunboats threw in their shell so fast that the aim of the 
enemy was not very good. 

The enemy hit the vessels a number of times, but, fighting bow on, 
the shot did but little damage; not a man was killed, and only a 
few wounded. I had only ammunition enough for a few moments 
longer, and set all hands to work to fill up from our depot below. 
After dropping back, I found that the enemy had taken possession 
again of one of the lower hill batteries, and was endeavoring to 
remount his guns, and had mounted a 12-pounder fieldpiece to fire 
at General McArthur’s troops, which had landed a short time before, 
at Warrenton. I sent the Mound City and Carondelet to drive him 
off, which they did in a few moments. 

The officers and men of all the vessels behaved with their usual gal- 
lantry. They had none of them been to rest for three days and 
nights, most of them having been engaged in firing on the batteries 
and town, and I allowed them to devote the afternoon to the neces- 
sary repose, 

I beg leave to enclose a letter from General McArthur, explaining 
why he did not (to use his own expression) “take advantage of the 
results gained by the gunboats.” I have since learned through Gen- 
eral Grant that the army did assault at the right time vigorously— 
in the noise and smoke we could not see or hear it. The gunboats 
therefore were still fighting when the assault had proved unsuccessful. 

The army had terrible work before them, and are fighting as well 
as soldiers ever fought before, but the works are stronger than any of 
us dreamed of. 
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General Grant and his soldiers are confident, and I am confident, 
that the brave and energetic generals in this army will soon overcome 
all obstacles and carry the works. 

I might give the army more assistance if I had some more ironclads 
above the town, and by sacrificing one or two of them; but the calls 
on me from Red River up to this place enable me to do less than I 
wish to, with nine ironclads in all. 

Tam, sir, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


[Enclosure. } 


Heapquarters 67TH Division, 17rH Army Corps, 
In Field near Vicksburg, Miss., May 23, 1863. 

Apmirau: I received your communication regarding the silencing 
of the two batteries below Vicksburg, and in reply would say that 
I witnessed with intense satisfaction the firing on that day, being the 
finest I have yet seen. I would have taken advantage of the results 
then gained by your vessels, and had given the necessary orders to 
do so, when I received peremptory orders from Major-General Mc- 
Clernand to move my command around to the right of my position, 
to support a portion of his troops who had gained a lodgment in the 
enemy’s works. 

I arrived, however, too late, and have now been ordered back to 
my former position, and to follow up any advantages your vessels 
may gain. I have made a request to have some rifled guns sent me, 
which I require, and on receipt of which I expect to be able to enfilade 
“Whistling Dick’s” position; at any rate I will try. 

I am informed to-night that there is a levee, running from the 
spur of the hill opposite my camp to the river, which I intend to have 
explored to-morrow, when I expect to be able to communicate more 
freely with your vessels. I will watch their action and cooperate. 

I am your most obedient servant, : 
J. McArruour, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. 6th Division, 17th Army Corps. 


Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron. 


Instructions of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, for all officers, regarding 
the attack. 


U. S. Mississrer1 Squapron, Fiacsutp Buack Haws, 
Near Vicksburg, May 21, 1863—Evening. 
Sir: Every vessel must work hard to-night and to-morrow morn- 
ing to get General McArthur’s command across the river. At 8 
o’clock to-morrow morning all the gunboats must be underway 
near the mouth of the canal, ready to attack the lower battery. The 
plan will be to open one battery at a time and silence that. I will be 


94 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


over early in the morning. Tell Captain Shirk his vessel will have 
to go into action; if she sinks, the tug will pick up the swimmers. 

The army attack the town at 10 o’clock to-morrow, and we must, 
with our small force, be heard from. Our shells must burst well to- 
morrow, 5-second the favorite. Read this letter to all the officers. 
Have a tug ready for me at the landing where the 7’uscwmbia hes by 
6 o’clock to-morrow morning, by which time I expect you to have all 
of McArthur’s troops over. 

Very respectfully, 
Daviw D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding Benton, below Vicksburg. 


P. S—If McArthur’s troops can get over without you, at 12 to- 
night move up the Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet as near the 
city as possible. Throw in rapid broadsides and bow guns without 
any particular.aim, and not too high. Keep dropping down and 
going ahead to shift position. After firing for an hour rapidly, 
keep up a moderate bombardment during the night, so as to annoy 
the enemy all we can before the attack in the morning. Fire at the 
flash of the hill batteries, particularly at that big rifle gun. Have 
the tug all ready for me. Mr. Germain will remain on shore to take 
care of the stores. 

Davip D. Porrrr. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports of 
commanding officers. 


No. 38.] U.S. Misstsstppt SquapRoN, - 
Near Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to forward the reports of the commanders 
of the ironclads engaged in the actions of the 22d of May and the 
27th * of May. : 
T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porrer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Ginpron WELLES, : 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Enclosures. ] 


U. S. Gunzpoat Mounp Crry, 
Below Vicksburg, 22 May, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose the executive officer’s report of the 
damage sustained by this vessel during the fight to-day; also the sur- 


geon’s report of the wounded. One hundred and seventy projectiles 
were expended. 


* See pp. 34-37. 
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The officers of the gun divisions deserve great credit for their skill- 
ful handling of the guns under a most galling fire. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron WILson, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{Subenclosure., ] 


U. S. Gunsoat Mounp Ciry, 
. Below Vicksburg, May 25, 1863. 
Str: I beg leave, respectfully, to report the damages received by this 
vessel in the engagement with the Vicksburg batteries, May 22, 1863: 
1st. A shot struck and lodged in starboard bow near the stem and 
5 feet under water, not doing much damage, the timbers being 4 or 5 
feet thick. 
2d. A shot went through the forecastle, on port side, into the coal 
locker and lodged in the coal, cutting the deck plank only. 
3d. A shot on starboard side went through the hammock nettings 
and starboard chimney at the lower band, tearing the chimney half 
off, then through the galley and overboard. 
4th. A shot in front passed through two plates of heavy boiler iron, 
the iron of pilot house near deck, and through deck, cutting away 
carline, and lodged in a mess chest. 
5th. A shot on starboard side cut throrgh half of the hog-chain 
stanchions, passed through wheelhouse, cutting away iron wheel arm 
and brace, then through steerage, tearing up about 8 feet of the plank, 
and breaking carline and woodwork in wardroom. 
6th. A shell burst close to No. 6 Dahlgren gun, starboard side, 
knocking off a small piece of the muzzle. 
7th. A shot on the starboard side struck the iron near the top, cut- 
ting half through and bending one of the plates, knocking out a stan- 
chion and starting the bolts on the inside. 
8th. A shot on starboard side struck muzzle of No. 7 gun, 32- 
pounder, cracking the gun about 5 inches, then glanced and went 
through the hammock netting and four or five clothes bags and 
dropped over alongside pitman. 
9th. A shot struck iron on starboard side, over shell-room hatch, 
knocking off the plate and driving a piece of it about the size of the 
ball through the casemate. 
10th. A shot on starboard quarter cut away an awning stanchion, 
and passed through cabin skylight, close to the deck, tearing up the 
lank. 
4 11th. A shot through port chimney, 20 feet from the deck. 
12th. A shot through brace of forward stanchion and skylight. 
13th. A shot on starboard side struck iron plating between guns 
Nos. 4 and 5, 3 feet above the water, and glanced off, bending the 
plate and starting bolts. 
14th. A shot on the starboard side at the shell room, 2 feet under 
water line, glanced without doing any damage. 
15th. A shot struck knuckle on port quarter and glanced, knock- 
ing a hole in the casemate. 
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16th. The lower block of one of the boat tackles was shot away and 
the davit badly bent. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. T. CoLeMan, 
Acting Ensign and Eaecutive Officer. 


Lieutenant Commanding Brron Witson, U. 8S. Navy, 
Commanding U. S. S. Mound City. 


U.S. S. Mounp Crry, 
Mississippi River, below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 
Sir: The following casualties occurred on board this vessel to-day 
during the engagement with the Vicksburg batteries, viz: Theodore 
Scheid, lieutenant of infantry, contused wounds of left eye and right 
side; Christopher Luft, private, Company A, Fifty-eighth Regiment 
Ohio Volunteers, contused wound of right forearm, slight; Frank 
Holly, master-at-arms, contused wound of back, slight ; Charles Gun- 
nerson, fireman, contused wound of left side and punctured wound 
of shoulder. 
Very respectfully, 
Tuos. Rice, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy. 
Byron Wirson, Esq., 
Commanding U.S. S. Mound City. 


U. S. Gunzoat Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, May 24, 1863. 

Sir: I respectfully submit the following report of the movements 
of this vessel: 

On May 19 got underway from naval landing and stood up toward 
rebel batteries, the 7’wsewmbia and Carondelet in company. At 12:20 
the lower hill batteries opened fire on us, which we returned at long 
range, fired seven shots, the other vessels also firing, and then went 
to the bank and tied up on Louisiana side. 

At 4:30 p. m. the three vessels again got underway, and when 
within range opened on the batteries. This vessel fired 55 times. 
Toward dark dropped down and tied up to the bank. The rebels 
fired slowly and deliberately at us, but fortunately none of the ves- 
sels were struck. At 11 p. m. this vessel and the Carondelet stood 
up above the canal on the Louisiana shore and opened on the town 
at long range, the enemy firing but a few shots in return. This ves- 
sel fired 43 times, then dropped down out of range. 

At 2 a. m., May 20, got underway and stood up within range of 
rebel batteries and fired 41 times upon them and the town. At 2:30 
dropped down out of range. The Carondelet then passed up to shell 
the town. 

At 9:10 p. m. got underway, accompanied by the Carondelet and 
Mound City, and proceeded slowly up toward Vicksburg, crossed 
over to the Mississippi shore, and approached the hospital battery. 
At 11:28 opened fire and engaged this battery thirty-three minutes, 
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then dropped down, the Mound City and Carondelet coming up in 
turns. We fired 42 times. The enemy responded, but not rapidly. 
We were struck twice in the upper works; no one was injured. 

At 12:30, May 21, tied up to Louisiana shore. At 2:45 this vessel 
got underway again; was detained some time by tiller chain parting; 
then stood up on Louisiana side and fired 11 times upon batteries at 
long range; then dropped down. The J/ound City occupied lower 
batteries from 8 a. m. till noon; the Carondelet from 1 till 5. At 5:28 
we stood up and opened fire on rebel batteries; fired 26 times. The 
vessels went up in turns during the night and shelled hospital bat- 
tery and town. At 1 a. m., May 22, this vessel went up and fired 
24 times, with but one or two shots in return from the rebels. 

At 7:30 a. m. this vessel, with the whole squadron, stood up toward 
Vicksburg, fighting and passing the lower batteries. This vessel 
advanced well up to the hospital battery, firing whenever a gun 
would bear, the enemy firing upon us very rapidly and from nearly 
all his batteries. We opened fire at 8:23; at 10:40 the signal to dis- 
continue action was made. We then dropped down, and after com- 
municating with you went in to the Mississippi shore and tied up. 
In this sharp action we fired 283 times. We were struck 13 times, 
4 times at the water line, once on each bow, and twice on starboard 
side. At first the vessel leaked some, but we have it now com- 
pletely under control. Fortunately, no one was hurt. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Reports of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. 
Tuscumbia. 


U. S. S. Tuscumsia, 
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 

Smr: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your order, 
I got underway at 7:05 a. m. to-day, in this ship, and followed the 
U. S. S. Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet toward Vicksburg. 

At 8:55 we opened fire upon the lower bluff battery, which was 
soon silenced. We then proceeded on up the river and engaged the 
lower water battery. The enemy brought to bear upon us all of his 
lower batteries, mounting at least 50 guns of heavy caliber. | 

We continued firing until 11:25 a. m., when, by your order, given 
from the Zvy, on which tug you carried your flag, we made signal 
to the squadron to discontinue the action. _ 

There were expended on board of this ship, using two guns only, 
55 XI-inch shell. 

The officers and men of the 7uscumbia behaved with their usual 
allantry and spirit. 
ene eae aa James Marshall and Thomas M. Farrell, who 
commanded the only guns engaged, and to Pilot Isaac N. Ashton, 
IT am much indebted for their services. 
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Francis Reno, seaman, was at the wheel during the whole of the 
action, assisting the pilot, and was slightly wounded in the hand. 
There were no other casualties. 

I enclose a separate report of damages received. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James W. Suirk, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Comdg. U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


[Subenclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Tuscums1a, 
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 

Sir: During two days’ action with the enemy’s batteries at Vicks- 
burg this ship was struck three times, once upon the hull, doing no 
damage, once through the woodwork, injuring the upper deck 
slightly, and once upon the iron plating of the fighting pilot house. 
This shot was broken into small fragments, but the effect upon the 
pilot house was to start every bolt, throw out of place every iron 
plate, and start every timber in the forward part of the pilot house. 

I again most respectfully call your attention to the outrageous 
manner in which this ship has been put together. The bolts that held 
the iron on the front of the pilot house were not more than five inches 
long; they could be drawn out after the house was struck by one’s 
fingers. 

I enclose two drawings, one a fore-and-aft midship section of the 
turret and fighting pilot house. 

By this you will see that from a to y there is no protection to the 
wheel from a shot or shell entering the forward midship port, and 
also that 2, the hatchway of the magazine passage, is very much ex- 
posed. During the engagement at Grand Gulf, sparks of fire did 
enter it. 

U-V is the iron armor intended. to protect the upper part of the 
pilot house, laid on as in the drawing. 

O is the lookout hole; there are two of these on the forward part 
of the house; the shot above mentioned struck the port one. 

The second drawing represents the present appearance of the 
upper part of the pilot house. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James W. Suir, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 

Comdg. U.S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Carondelet. 


U.S. S. CaronpELet, 
Below Vicksburg, May 23, 1863. 
Sir: It becomes my duty to report to you the condition of this 
vessel. By the enclosed letter from the executive officer, you will be 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 29 


better able to judge of the propriety of loading her down with am- 
munition and the necessary quantity of coal for continuous running. 
She has now on board about 1,100 bushels of coal. Her boilers have 
not been cleaned for forty-one days, and the engineer considers it 
unsafe to use them longer. I have an ardent desire to participate in 
the capture of Vicksburg, and not to suffer the well-earned reputation 
of the Carondelet to be diminished while in my hands. At the same 
time, I feel my responsibility deeply as her commander, but I owe 
_ you a duty, which is to tell you of her precarious condition. The 
order to receive ammunition has nevertheless been obeyed. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Jno. McLrop Murrny, 
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding, U. 8S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron, ete. 


[Subenclosure. ] 


U. 8. S. CaronpDELeET, 
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 

Str: In obedience to your order, I respectfully report the condition 
of this vessel after the engagement of to-day. She received in close 
quarters one shot on her starboard side, on the iron plating near the 
davit, doing but little damage. She also received a shot on her port 
bow, between the knuckle and water line, cutting out about 10 feet 
of plank within 14 inches of the water line; this I have battened with 
a pine board to keep the vessel afloat. 

This damage, with the severe jams in the knuckle she received in 
the Deer Creek expedition, and the parting of a beam in the engine 
room, which causes the vessel to spread in the deck room, have placed 
the boat in such a leaky condition as to require the constant working 
of the pump. I respectfully recommend that these damages be re- 
paired before receiving coal or ammunition on board. I do not think 
she could otherwise make a long run with safety. 

I also recommend that a couple of steam or syphon pumps be pro- 
cured. I believe they can be had at the blacksmith’s shop in the 
Yazoo River. The forecastle pump can not be worked when the 
vessel is in action. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. Donatvson, 
Acting Ensign and Executive Officer. 


Lieutenant Commanding Joun McLeop Murrny, 
U.S. S. Carondelet. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, announcing the silencing of the hill batteries by the gunboats, and 


attack upon water batteries. 
U. S. S. Tuscumesta, 


Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863—2 p.m. 
GENERAL: I attacked the batteries this morning at 8 o’clock with 
the gunboats after they had been playing on them all night. We 
silenced all the hill batteries, and then attacked the water batteries at 
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short range. The enemy’s fire slackened considerably, but not enough 
to induce me to continue the action, the men being very much fa- 
tigued. Continued the action an hour and a-half longer than you 
requested, and I wished to keep ammunition enough on hand in case 
you hove in sight. In the meantime McArthur’s division were seen 
straggling along the top of the hills near the deserted batteries. The 
enemy, perceiving they were unaccompanied by artillery, got one or 
two fieldpieces in one of the batteries we had silenced. I immedi- 
ately got underway with two of the gunboats and shelled them out. 
Could General McArthur have known the state of things, he could 
have gone into the forts without any trouble, and can do so now. I 
will write to him, and inform him of the fact. It is an important 
position, and commands all the batteries down to the water batteries. 
There is only one gun on the battery opposite the Marine Hospital. 
We disabled the big rifle gun above the canal, after a short action 
with it, and we now hold the river within 1,800 yards of the batteries 

in front of Marine Hospital. 
Very respectfully and sincerely, 
Davin D. Porrrr. 


Major General U.S. Granr. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, regarding further operations. 


FuacsuHie Brack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, May 22, 1863—Evening. 

Dear GENERAL: I wrote to you to-day that we had commenced an 
attack with all the gunboats on the forts on the hills, which are 
silenced, and then proceeded to the water battery in front of the hos- 
pital, in hopes of silencing that. We found it a hard nut to crack, 
and fought 1t two hours, with apparently no damage to men, fort, or 
guns, which is not very strange, considering it stands back from the 
river, none of it is above ground, and we never saw a man. The 
vessels were a good deal cut up, but fortunately no one was killed. 
One of the hill batteries, after we had dismounted the gun, went to 
work to repair the damages, and got a fieldpiece in the fort, which 
we found out, and shelled the people away. 

General McArthur’s troops, which were landed at Warrenton this 
morning, went straggling along that way and were fired at by this 
fieldpiece. It is a pity they did not assault, for they would have 
taken the place without any trouble, as there were not 20 men in it. 
It is the most important fort along that range of hills, commands the 
big rifle-gun fort, which we damaged and silenced, and the latter 
commands the rest of the batteries. I thought it would be well to let 
you know this, and also that all the left of Vicksburg is open for the 
enemy to go out or in as he likes. 

To-day, before General McArthur came up, a large number of rebel 
cavalry went out, and a short time after a company of our cavalry 
came in, looking for Warrenton, and they never even met each other. 
McArthur has only 3,000 men; if he had 5,000 he could block up all 
that range of hills. If he will assault these forts, with the aid of the — 
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gunboats, he will take them all. They are poorly manned; still, he 
must have ladders, as the ditches are deep. Our men are much used 
up, but we will bombard all we can. There is no danger of our firing 
into you, as we know exactly where you are. Most of our shell fall 
beyond the court-house, and none to the left of the fort which Gen- 
eral Sherman has been working at to-day. 

Very respectfully, 

Daviw D. Porter. 
Major-General U. S. Granv, 
Commanding Forces in Rear of Vicksburg. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. 8S. Navy, requesting cooperation of gunboats and mortars in besieging the 
city. 


= 


Near Vicxssure, Miss., May 22, 1863—S8:30 p. m. 

Your note, dated 2 p. m., is just received. I had sent you a dis- 
patch stating that the assault at 10 a. m. was not successful, 
although not an entire failure. Our troops succeeded in gaining 
positions close up to the enemy’s batteries, which we yet hold, and, 
In one or two instances, getting into them. I now find the position 
of the enemy so strong that I shall be compelled to regularly besiege 
the city. JI would request, therefore, that you give me all the 
assistance you can with the mortars and sate ate McArthur has 
been ordered to join McClernand, but I wish to countermand the 
order, if it has not already been executed. I have no means of 
communicating with General McArthur, except by way of Young’s 
Point. Will you do me the favor to forward to him the accom- 
panying? 

U. S. Grant. 

Rear Admiral Daviw D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—If the gunboats could come up and silence the upper water 
battery and clear the southern slope of the second range of hills from 
the Yazoo Bottom, it would enable Sherman to carry that position, 
and virtually give us the city. The mortar boats, I think, could be 
brought with security to within 1 mile or less of the bluff, on the 
Mississippi shore, from which they could rain shells into the city. 
Let me beg that every gunboat and every mortar be brought to bear 
upon the city. 


* 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
. U.S. Navy, regarding the movements of the enemy. 


Near Vicxssure, Miss., May 23, 1863. 
Your note of this date is just received. I am satisfied that you 
are doing all that can be done in aid of the reduction of Vicksburg. 
There is no doubt of the fall of this place ultimately, but how long 
it will take is a matter of doubt. I intend to lose no more men, 
but to force the enemy from one position to another without ex- 
posing my troops. 
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I have information that the enemy under Johnston, who have 
been threatening me, have gone back to Calhoun, on the Mississippi 
Central Railroad. There are but about 8,000 of them, much de- 
moralized. 

A force is collecting at Yazoo City which numbers now about 
2,000 men. Does this expose your boats now up the Yazoo? If so, 
I will send Lauman to disperse them, although I do not like to 
detach any troops until this job here is closed up. One week is as 
long as I think the enemy can possibly hold out. 

U. S. Grant. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, regarding continued operations, and referring to the disabling of 
the U. S. §, Tuscumbia, 


U. S. Misstssrepr SQUADRON, 
Above Vicksburg, May 23, 1863. 

GrneraL: Yours of May 22 has been received. I am doing all 
with the mortars and gunboats that can be done. 

I attacked all the batteries yesterday as high as the water batteries 
at hospital, but I found it impossible, with our slow vessels, to get 
beyond that point, the current was so strong. We were perfect 
targets for the enemy. The Zuscumbia was soon disabled, and the 
other boats cut up between wind and water, and we had to haul out 
of action to repair damages. I fought the batteries one hour and a 
half longer than you asked me to do. 

I do not think it possible to get the gunboats up to the point you 
speak of without sacrificing every vessel and man on board, but I 
am feeling my way along with the mortars, and drop them down a 
little every day. Depend that I am doing everything that can be 
done with my small means. I think we lost a fine chance yesterday 
on your left of going into the fort on that range of hills. Those 
hills, as I told you, had no one on them. I forwarded your letter 
to General McArthur. 

Hope you will soon finish up this Vicksburg business or these 
people may get relief. I wrote to General Hurlbut four days ago, 
telling him that I thought you would thank him for every man he 
or anyone else could send you. 

General Banks is not coming here with his men. He is going to 
occupy the attention of Port Hudson and has landed at Bayou 
Sara, using your transports for that purpose. : 

If the people in the batteries now in our possession see us send- 
ing coal barges by, it would be well to fire on any boats the enemy 
may send out to destroy them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter. 
Major-General U. S. Grant, 
Commanding Army of the Tennessee. 
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VicxsspurG, Way 24—1 p. m. 
General Steele, with sharpshooters, can keep the upper water bat- 
teries from firing. With his batteries he can silence the guns from 
the top of the second range of hills. If one or two gunboats will 
then run down and enfilade the southern slope of the second range, 

General Steele can secure that height. ; 

U.S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
Admiral Porter. 


(Telegram. ] 


Mississiprr Squapron, May 24, [1863]. 

I have but one gunboat here; she is unfit for the purpose. The 
Carondelet, below, is unfit to go into a fight. Tuscumbia disabled, 
and two would be too small a force to pass up by the batteries. 

I will write you on the subject. In the meantime, will open the 
mortars on that spot. 

Porter, 
Admiral. 
General Grant. 


Order of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Major-General Sherman, UV. S. 
Army, giving notice of suspension of hostilities for purpose of burying the 
dead. 

Hogrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863. 
GENERAL: By an agreement entered into between the major-gen- 
eral commanding and Lieutenant-General Pemberton, commanding 
Confederate forces in Vicksburg, there will be a suspension of all 
hostilities for two hours and a half, to commence at 6 p. m. to-day, 
during which time you will send and bury our dead and gather in 
any of our wounded we have in front of your line. 
By order of Major-General U. S. Grant: 
Jno. A. RAwtins, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major-General W. T. SuHerMan, 
Commanding Fifteenth Army Corps. 


[ Circular. ] 


Heapquarrers Firreentu Army Corps, 
Near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863. 

There will, therefore, be a suspension of hostilities from 6 p. m. to 
8:30 p. m., to bury the dead and gather in the wounded. All com- 
manders will respect the truce with absolute fidelity, and avail them- 
selves of the opportunity to bring in and bury the dead. Surgeons 
will be sent with stimulants. 

By order of Major-General W. T. Sherman: 
R. M. Sawyer, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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(Telegram. ] 


Newport News, May 26, 1863—6: 20 a. m. 
(Received, Washington 7: 20 a. m.) 


Steamer State of Maine, just down from City Point with 100 
officers, including those of 7ndianola. Richmond Examiner, of May 
25, has the following: 


MosiLez, May 23. 


A special dispatch to the Advertiser and Register from Jackson yesterday, 
says heavy firing was heard in the direction of Vicksburg this morning. It is 
reported and believed in official circles that the enemy assaulted the works at 
Vicksburg on Wednesday and were repulsed. Snyder’s Bluff has been evacu- 
ated. The courier reports that Yazoo City was captured by the Federals and 
the navy yard burned by our troops. An officer from Vicksburg reports that 
Grant has been whipped back. 

Later —The enemy have made three desperate assaults at Vicksburg, and re- 
pulsed. Some official information has been received of the capture of Helena, 
Ark., by General Price. A letter from Jackson, dated 19th, says General John- 
ston this morning threw ten to twelve thousand men over the Big Black to 
Vicksburg. An official dispatch from General Johnston, dated the 23d, says an 
officer who left Vicksburg on Tuesday, reports that an assault near the Yazoo 
Road on Pemberton’s entrenchments had been repulsed. 

S. P. Les, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary Navy. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Woodworth, 
U. S. Navy, for the bombardment of hill batteries, May 27, 1863. 


U.S. S. Brack Hawk, May 26, 1863. 


Sir: You will move up with all the gunboats to opposite the canal, 
hugging the shore under.the bank on the side of the river on which 
Vicksburg lies. At 8 o’clock attack hill batteries and try and silence 
them if you can. If they are silenced perfectly, move on up and 
make a feint as if going to attack the water batteries, keeping close 
under the land. You may give the water batteries some long-range 
shot. Watch the motions of the Cincinnati and protect her when 
she goes up the river again. 

Respectfully, D. D. Porter. 


Commander S. E. Woopworrtn, 
Senior Officer, Commanding General Price. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. §. S. General 
Price, regarding bombardment of hill batteries. 


U.S. S. Genrzrat Srertine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication (at 6 a.m. this day), dated May 26, in which I am di- 
rected, with all the gunboats, to engage, at 8 o'clock, the hill bat- 
terles. 
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At the appointed hour got underway and proceeded up to the point 

designated, opposite the canal, and immediately engaged the hill 
_ batteries. 

Discovering a number of men occupying the extreme lower hill 
battery, our vessels opened on them with shell and shrapnel. 

After a space of about half an hour, discovered them to be our 
troops, they hoisting an American flag. I immediately made signal 
for the vessels to desist their fire on this battery. 

We continued to engage the other hill batteries until the Cincin- 
nati was seen to return up river, when, after a period of thirty min- 
utes, to make certain of the withdrawal of the Cincinnati, retired 
from action. 

We were engaged for one hour and fifteen minutes with the hill 
batteries, but were not able to silence them; they replied to our fire, 
however, but slowly. 

The Tuscumbia was not able to go up, owing to her being without 
a pound of coal. I left directions for her to take on coal sufficient to 
Jast about three hours, should it arrive, and come up, but it did not 
reach here until our return. 

Enclosed, I forward you the reports of Captains Greer, Murphy, 
and Wilson, also the report of the gunner as to the amount of ammu- 
nition expended on this vessel. 

I am happy to state no one was injured during the action, although 
the enemy’s shell flew thickly around us. 

I send you, under the charge of an officer, John B. Morrow and 
Thomas M. Cobb, of the Second Missouri Regiment, and James 
Stratur, of the First Mississippi Regiment, all three being deserters, 
coming down to our vessels while under the bank; also J. M. Bab- 
cock, of the Forty-sixth Hlinois Regiment, who escaped from one 
of five companies which were surrounded and taken by the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Setru E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. Ss. S. 
Benton, regarding bombardment of hill batteries. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 


Sir: I have respectfully to report that this morning this vessel, 
with the other vessels of the squadron under your command, stood up 
.and at 8.20 opened fire on the lower hill battery. We worked in 
quite close to the Mississippi shore and fired very deliberately and 
only when we could plainly see the enemy’s gun. The enemy re- 
sponded as rapidly as his large gun would allow him to work it, a 
number of his shot falling quite close to us. Fortunately, we were 
not struck. We fired 14 9-inch 10-second shell, 7 42-pounder rifle 
10-second shell, and 3 32-pounder 10-second shell, a total of 24 fires. 
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Owing to the action of the current and the height of the battery 
above us, I was at times obliged to be silent for several minutes while 
working out to get the range. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Commander S. E. Woopwortn, 
Commanding U.S. 8. General Price, Senior Officer present. 


Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S&S. 
Carondelet, regarding bombardment of hill batteries. 


U. S. S. CaroNDELET, 
Off Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report as follows, in reference to the en- 
gagement of to-day: 

In accordance with a signal from the U.S. 8S. Sterling Price, this 
vessel engaged the lower batteries at about 8.15 a. m., and with- 
drew to the Louisiana shore at about 9.45 a.m. The bow battery and 
the battery on the starboard side, respectively, in charge of Acting 
Ensigns Benjamin and Amerman, were engaged. The range of shot 
was in the direction of the bluffs and as near the locality of the bat- 
teries as could be determined from our position and the random 
fire of the enemy. The elevation varied from four to seven degrees. 
Enclosed is the gunner’s report of the expenditure of ammunition. 
I am glad to report the good behavior of officers and men and the 
absence of accident or casualties. It becomes my duty, however, to 
recall the attention of Admiral Porter to the leaky condition of the 
ship and the precarious state of the boilers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JoHnN McLeop Mureny, 
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding, U. 8S. Navy. 

Commander Sxutim E. Woopwortn, U. 8S. Navy, 

Senior Officer in charge. 


P. S.—We have on board about 800 bushels of coal. 


Report of Lieutenant Wilson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mound City, 
regarding bombardment of hill batteries. . 


U. S. Gunsoar Mounp Crry, 
Below Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 

_ Sir: T have the honor to report that this morning about 8 o’clock, 
in obedience to signal, I got underway and took my station astern 
of the Benton for the purpose of engaging the battery on the hill 
below Vicksburg. 

I did not get a good position for firing, as I had to keep below 
the Benton, and the trees hid the gun almost entirely from my sight. 
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No one was injured on board: 
Enclosed is a list of the ammunition expended. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron WILson, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Commander S. E. Woopworrn, U. S. Navy, 
Cex ios ALU 


[Telegram. ] 


Heapquarters, May 27, 1863. 
General Lauman, on our left, informs me that your firing to-day 
did good execution, but several shots were too far to the left, your 
right going into his camp. 
U.S. Grant, Major-General. 
Admiral Porter. 


Report of Major-General McClernand, U. S. Army, regarding improved effect of 
the fire from the naval forces. 


[No date. | 
GeEneERAL: I am happy to congratulate Admiral Porter through 
you on the improved and successful effect of the fire of this evening. 
Many of the shells have exploded over the enemy’s works. Any 
higher elevation would probably bring them upon my lines; perhaps 

their effect would be increased by lowering their range. 
JoHn A. McCiernanp, 

Major-General. 

Major-General U. S. Granr. : 


(Telegram. ] 


Catro, It., June 2, 1863. 
(Received Washington 3.30 p. m., June 2.) 


I have received the following report by steamer Judge Torrence, 
arrived from the fleet, Mississippi Squadron, flagship Black Hawk: 


Near Vickssure, May 27, 1863. 


Sir: Amidst our successes regret to report any reverses, but we can not ex- 
pect to conquer a place like this without some loss. At the urgent request of 
Generals Grant and Sherman [ sent the Cincinnati to enfilade some rifle pits 
which barred the progress of the left wing of the army. General Sherman 
supposed that the enemy had removed his heavy guns to the rear of the city. 
On the contrary, he seemed to have placed more on the water side than usual. 
The Cincinnati was sunk and went down in shoal water with her flag flying. 
The enemy still fired at her, but the flag was not hauled down. Twenty-five 
were killed and wounded and 15 missing, the latter supposed to be drowned. 
The vessel can be raised. The pilot was killed early in the action. I forward 
Captain Bache’s report by mail. 

Davip D. PorTER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Captain, Commanding Station. 
Hon. Gipkon WELLES. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the loss of the 
U. S. S. Cincinnati, transmitting report of commanding officer and telegraphic 
messages. : 


No. 37. ] U. S. Mississtppr SquapRon, 
Near Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with Gen- 
erals Grant’s and Sherman’s urgent request, and being led to believe 
that the enemy had moved his guns to the land side, I fitted the 
Cincinnati for the occasion by packing her with logs and hay, and 
sent her down to enfilade some rifle pits which barred the progress 
of our army. I had my doubts about the strength of the position, 
and took every precaution I could think of. 

The Cincinnati started from the anchorage at 9 a. m., and thinking 
it was only an attack on rifle pits, I went down after her in a tug, 
to direct the operation if necessary. As I approached her, I saw 
that she was coming up stream at a great rate, under a heavy fire 
from all the enemy’s guns in that vicinity. They had moved none, 
and were pouring the shot and shell into her very rapidly. Still, I 
could see none strike her, and went across the river to direct the 
firing of the mortar boats. 

She disappeared in a bayou, and I supposed she was taking a short 
cut through Old River to avoid the enemy’s fire. In an hour after, 
two of her seamen came to the bank, and I sent a boat for them. I 
was then informed that she had sunk. I enclose the captain’s report 
and the telegraphic messages that passed between Generai Sherman 
and myself on the occasion. 

The general had good reasons for supposing the guns had been 
moved, as it had been done at most of the other hill batteries. The 
Cincinnati went down with her colors flying and kept them up after 
she was sunk, the rebels still firing on her. She can be raised when 
the water falls a little. Officers and men lost all their effects; only 
the public money was saved. As near as we can learn, 25 were killed 
and wounded, and about 15 missing, supposed to be drowned. The 
pilot was killed as she rounded to abreast of the batteries. Lieu- 
tenant Commanding Bache steered her out of the action himself. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enclosures, ] 


Mississtppr SquaprRon, Fuacsnie Bruack Hawk, 
Above Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order, the Cincinnati got underway 
this morning at 7 o’clock and steamed slowly down until a little 
abreast of where the mortars lay, when we rounded to. The enemy 
fired several shots from a gun called “ Whistling Dick,” but soon 
gave 1t up. 

At half past 8, with a full head of steam, we stood for the position 
assigned us. 
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The enemy fired rapidly, and from all their batteries. 

When abreast of our position, and rounding to, a ball entered the 
magazine, and she commenced filling rapidly. Shortly after, the 
starboard tiller was carried away. Before and after this time the 
enemy fired with great accuracy, hitting us almost every time. We 
were especially annoyed by plunging shots from the hills, an 8-inch 
rifle and a 10-inch smoothbore doing us much damage. The shots 
went entirely through our protection—hay, wood, and iron. 

Finding that the vessel would sink, I ran her upstream and as 
near the right-hand shore as our damaged steering apparatus would 
permit. About ten minutes before she sunk, we ran close in, got out 
a plank, and put the wounded ashore. We also got a hawser out to 
make fast to a tree to hold her until she sunk. Unfortunately, the 
men ashore at the hawser left it without making fast, the enemy still 
firing. 

The boat commenced drifting out, and I sung out to the men to 
swim ashore, thinking we were in deeper water (as was reported) 
than we really were. I suppose about 15 were drowned and about 
25 killed and wounded, and 1 probably taken prisoner; will sum up 
our whole loss. 

The boat sank in about 3 fathoms of water, les level, and can 
easily be raised. She lies within range of the enemy’s batteries. 

The vessel went down with her colors nailed to the mast, or rather 
the stump of one, all three having been shot away. Our fire until the 
magazine was drowned, was good, and I am satisfied did damage. 

We only fired at a two-gun water battery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient ‘servant, 
Gro. M. Bacue, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


MIssIssiIpPi Squaproy, May 25, [1863|—10 a.m. 
TI am fitting a gunboat to go down and attack that water battery— 
the only one I have. She will be ready to-morrow. 
Porter, Admiral. 


General SHERMAN. F 


Vicxspure, May 25, [1863|—4:45 p.m. 


We are making regular approaches. I will look out for you, and 
I can operate with the 30-pounder rifles. 
SHERMAN, General. 


Admiral Porrer. 


Mississrerr Squapron, Afay 25, [1863|—6 p. m. 


I would like one of your officers here to point out what you hold, 


so that we will not fire on you to-morrow. ; 
Porter, Admiral. 


General SHERMAN. 
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Vicxspure, May 26, [1863|—7 a. m. 
Certainly your mortars can drop shell in the city, and gunboat 
expected this day can fire on reaching Steele’s flank, which will be 


known by the United States flags. 
SHERMAN, General. 


Admiral Porter. 


Mississtpp1 SquapRon, May 26, [1863 |—8 :30 a. m. 


Your officer has arrived. I am getting the vessel ready. Will be 
down about 2 p. m., or before. 
Four deserters came to me yesterday. Rebels think Vicksburg 
sure to fall; troops dissatisfied; provisions not plenty. 
Mortar shells killing many beef cattle stowed in city. 
Portrr, Admiral. 


General SHERMAN. 


Mississipp1 Squapron, May 26, [1863|—2:20 p. m. 
I am all ready with the gunboat. Please appoint the time of at- 
tack and make your arrangements accordingly. 
Porter, Admiral. 


General SHERMAN. 


Vicxspure, May 26, [1863|—10 p.m. 
We do not propose to attack, but wish all demonstration that the 
gunboats can make when the time comes to cooperate in clearing the 
hills on our right. Then you will send a boat down along this shore, 
at 9 a. m., and shell at close range. I will be there and pour in the 
30-pounder Parrotts and 6-pounder shell and clear the hill of sharp- 
shooters. 
SHERMAN, General. 
Admiral Porrer. 


Misstsstppr Squapron, May 26, [1863]|—10:30 p. m. 
I will be there. 
: Porter, Admiral. 
General SHERMAN. 


Mississtppr Squapron, A/ay 27, [1863]|—11:15 a. m. 
Too hot, I think, for the gunboat. 
Porrer, Admiral. 
General SHERMAN. 


a ; _Misstssrpp1 Squapron, May 27, [1863|—12:20 p. m. 
Cincinnati is sunk. 
Porter, Admiral. 
General SuermMan, 
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2 Mississippi Squapron, May 27, [1863|—12:45 p. m. 
Will you send out treops to protect our men until I can rescue 
them? They are at the bayou. 
y Porter, Admiral. 
General SHERMAN. 


—. 


Mississtppr Squapron, May 27, [1863|—12:45 p.m. 
Can the enemy cut our men off ? 
Porter, Admiral. 
General SHERMAN, 


Vicxssure, May 27, [1863|—?:15 p. m. 
The boat ran close to the batteries, rounded upstream, caught sev- 
eral shots under her stern. She sunk to the level of her upper deck. 
I have sent men to relieve and guide them out. The boat is lost for 
the time. 
SHERMAN, General. 
Admiral Porter. 


Commendatory letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant Bache, U. S. 
Navy, late commanding UJ. S. 8. Cincinnati. 


Navy Department, June 12, 1863. 


Sir: Acting Rear-Admiral Porter has forwarded to the Depart- 
ment copies of your reports of the 27th and 29th ultimo, detailing the 
circumstances of the loss of the U. 8. S. Cencinnati, under your com- 
mand, in an attack upon the Vicksburg batteries. 

Whilst regretting the loss of a ship that has so often successfully 
engaged the enemy, the sad casualties attending it, and the sorrows 
that have been brought to the hearts of the families of those who 
gave up their lives in the service of their country, it is gratifying to 
fee] that the officers and crew of the Cincinnati performed their duty 
nobly and faithfully. All reports yet received testify to this fact, 
and General Sherman, with whom you were directed especially to 
cooperate, and who was an eyewitness, says, “The style in which the 
Cincinnati engaged the battery elicited universal praise.” 

Amidst an incessant fire of shot and shell, even when the fate of 
the vessel had been sealed and destruction both from the elements and 
the enemy was threatened, the officers and men appear to have stood 
bravely at their posts, and it isa proud record of the Cincinnati that 
when her last moments came “she went down with the colors nailed 
to the mast.” 

Tt is with no ordinary pleasure that I express to you and the sur- 
viving officers and crew of the Cincinnati the Department’s appre- 
ciation of your brave conduct. 

Very respectfully, etc., Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Lieutenant Grorcr M. Bacue, 

Late in Command of the U.S. 8. Cincinnati, 

Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting additional re- 
port of the commanding officer of U. S. S. Cincinnati and letter from Major- 
General Sherman, U. S. Army. 


No. 44.] U.S. Mississrper Squapron, Fiacsnip Biack Haws, 
Near Vicksburg, May 30, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose a communication from Lieutenant- 
Commanding Bache, containing further particulars concerning the 
Cincinnati, with a list of killed, wounded, and drowned. Also a 
letter from General Sherman, who witnessed the affair. 

From all accounts the officers and crew of the Cincinnati behaved 
in the most handsome manner. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WELuEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Enclosures. ] 


U.S. S. Brack Hawk, May 29, 1863. 

Str: I have to make the following additional report of the affair 
between the Cincinnati and the Vicksburg batteries: 

The only shot which did not penetrate us struck the bow casemate, 
which was well greased. Two shots entered the shell room, one com- 
ing through the fantail and ricochetting up through the recess of the 
wheel below the water line, the other passing through the side, cap- 
sizing nearly all the boxes on the port side of the alley. It was imme- 
diately filled with water. A third shot entered the magazine and 
flooded it almost instantly, thereby preventing us from returning 
(any more) the enenty’s fire. I believe she was hulled twice after 
this, as she was felt to lift bodily without other apparent cause. A 
heavy rifle shot penetrated through the pilot house; the starboard 
tiller was shot away; all of her staffs were shot away, rendering it 
necessary to nail the flag to the stump of the fore-staff. Several 
plunging shots went through the deck; one [X-inch, an VIII-inch, a 
rifle 30-pounder, a 32-pounder and a 12-pounder howitzer were dis- 
abled. ‘Two shots were fired after the vessel sunk, one of them throw- 
ing up a shower of mud and water, drowning several men swimming. 
I can not notice one of my officers without the rest, all behaved so 
remarkably well. I have to recommend for medals the following- 
named men, viz: 

Thomas Hamilton (quartermaster), severely wounded at the wheel, 
afterwards returned to lend a hand, and had to be sent below. Frank 
Boise (quartermaster), coolness in making signals, also nailing the 
flag to the stump of fore-staff, when I called for some one to do so. 

Thomas Jenkins (seaman), Martin McHugh (seaman), T. E. 
Corcoran (landsman), and (from the Choctaw) Andrew Dow (boat- 
swain’s mate), were conspicuous for their bravery and coolness. 
These were no ordinary cases of performance of duty, for we were 
suffering terribly from a severely accurate fire. . 

The casualties were as follows, viz: Henry Attenborough, pilot, 
killed; ‘Tobias Cody, carpenter’s mate, killed; James Thompson, 
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landsman (Choctaw), killed; Daniel Hand, landsman (Choctaw), 
mortally wounded (since dead); Peter Dalton, landsman (Choc- 
taw), mortally wounded; Gilbert L. Coleman, ensign, contusion ; 
Simon Schultice, first assistant engineer, slightly wounded; Henry 
Booby, ensign, slightly wounded; G. H. Stevens, acting carpen- 
ter, contusion, severe; Charles Bratton, seaman (Choctaw), frac- 
ture of right forearm; William Woodruff (contraband), second-class 
fireman, fracture of forearm; Clovis O. Smith, landsman, splinter 
wound in right arm; Thomas W. Hamilton, quartermaster, contusion ; 
Solomon Guess, master-at-arms, contusion; Patrick Rockett, first- 
class boy, scalp wound; George Washington, contraband, contusion; 
William H. Cohen, paymaster’s steward, contusion; Isaac Foreman 
(contraband), captain’s steward, contusion; Fred. Young, private, 
Company OC, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, wounded; James Cooper, 
captain after guard, missing, drowned; Patrick Burns, captain after 
guard, missing, drowned; Henry Thornbury, seaman, missing, 
drowned; Cornelius O’Neil, seaman, missing, drowned; Leopold 
Snyder, landsman, missing, drowned; James Pettingill, landsman, 
missing, drowned; James Wilson (contraband), first-class boy, miss- 
ing, drowned; Henry Freeman (contraband), first-class boy, missing, 
drowned; Albert Williams (contraband), first-class boy, missing, 
drowned; Richard Howard (contraband), first-class boy, missing, 
drowned; William Redhorn, corporal, Company C, Fifty-eighth Ohio 
Volunteers, missing, drowned; Martin Campbell, private, Company 
C, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, missing, drowned; George Just, 
private, Company C, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, missing, drowned ; 
Thomas Smith, landsman, taken prisoner and paroled. 
Respectfully, etc., 


Gro. M. Bacur, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


P.S. June 1, 1863—John McMorrow, seaman, drowned. 


Heapquarters 15TH Army Corps, 
Walnut Hills, May 28, 1863. 

Dear Apmirat: I was on the hill to our extreme right yesterday, 
ready to take advantage of any success to be gained by the gunboat 
attack on the enemy’s left flank. At 9 a. m. I saw four gunboats 
advance from below and engage the enemy’s lower batteries, and 
soon the Cincinnati came down from above, steering directly for 
the upper water batteries. From our position we could only see 
the hill which shielded them from the rear. As the gunboat ap- 
proached she was fired upon from three points. We directed 30- 
pounder Parrotts, some 6-pounder guns, and our musketry opened on 
all points within reach, but these batteries were covered by the 
shape of ground. As the Oincinnati neared, she fired several of 
her bow guns, but as the current would have carried her below, she 
rounded to, firing from her broadside guns, but soon presented her 
stern. 
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The enemy’s shot at first went wild, but soon got her range and 
struck her several direct shots, and two right under her stern. She 
ran slowly upstream, keeping mid-channel, and when about 13 miles 
up, steered directly to the shore in the bend. I saw that her larboard 
quarter boat was shot away and her flagstaff, but otherwise she 
appeared uninjured. She ran to the shore and soon sunk; her bow 
appeared down and her stern up, her upper decks out of water. 

The moment I saw her sink, I sent a company of the Seventy-sixth 
Ohio to her relief. I could see by a glass that she was near shore, 
and her people on the bank. 

Waiting a couple of hours to hear more definite news from her, 
I came to the center of my line and dispatched one of my aids, 
Lieutenant [Jacob C.] Hill, to see that all possible assistance should 
be afforded the crew, and received message that a boat had been sent 
to you and that as soon as dark would make it safe, you would send 
a boat down with all the assistance required. I received the follow- 
ing official report. Inasmuch as you must know all, I have no occa- 
sion to report more than that the style in which the Cincinnati en- 
gaged the batteries elicited universal praise, and I deplore the sad 
result as much as any one could. 

The importance of the object aimed to be accomplished, in my 
judgment, fully warranted the attempt. It has proved unsuccess- 
ful, and will stimulate us to further efforts to break the lne which 
terminates on the Mississippi in such formidable batteries. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHerman, 

Admiral D. D. Porter, - Major-General. 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major Jackson, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. 
Navy, regarding the loss of three Ohio volunteers on the U. S. S. Cincinnati. 


Hoars. 58TH Reciment, Onto Votunteer INFantry, 
U.S. Ordnance Steamer Great Western, 
Near Vicksburg, May 29, 1863. 

Sm: Your communication in reference of 3 soldiers of the Fifty- 
eighth Ohio Volunteers missing from the detachment on U. S. gun- 
boat. Céncinnaté is at hand. In reply I would say that, so far, I could 
not learn anything of their fate. The impression amongst the mem- 
bers of the same company is that they drowned. 

A member of the company detached on steamer Signal is on board 
of this boat. I would like it much to have him transferred from here 
to the Signal. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. P. Jackson, 
Major, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Steamer Black Hawk. 
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Reports of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding the destruction 
of Rock Hill Point Battery and other affairs at Grand Gulf, Port Gibson,* and 
vicinity, May 27-June 5, 1863. 


U.S. S. Loursvit1z, 
Grand Gulf, May 27, 1863. 

Sir: Your order of the 23d, directing me to destroy Point of Rocks 
[Rock Hall Point] Battery, was not received until last night, accom- 
panied by your two orders of the 26th instant. The men are now at 
work destroying the fort. 

I have kept afloat and saved two barges. General Dwight took one 
of them below with the Forest Queen and Moderator. I now have 
two empty ones, and will send up one by the Silver Wave, as she tows 
a covered barge loaded with wagons, etc. From time to time the 
army has called upon me for coal. I was obliged to grant the re- 
quest, as no wood was on hand, nor could it be had in sufficient quan- 
tities to meet the immediate wants of the boats. All the teams at 
this post have been steadily engaged in hauling rails; yet, only about 
one-half of the consumption of fuel can be supplied in that way; so, 
rather than lock their actions, I knew you would prefer their having 
the coal. AJ] the coal I now have is one full barge, containing about 
6,000 bushels. I am full, but keep up a light head of steam since 
cleaning and repairing the boilers. 

I was down to the Horizon (sunk) and succeeded in getting out 
three gun carriages, but the stench arising from 60 dead horses and 
men made my officers and men sick. The colonel commanding this 
post has told me he would send some negroes down with me to cut 
away the roof and drift the dead bodies out, so that the diver could 
have fresh water to go down in. As soon as the water gets in a con- 
dition to admit the negro diver I shall get the guns if they are yet on 
board. The boat has not moved any. The guerrillas are stealing 
flour, saddles, etc., from her; we have caught some three or four of 
them. No guns have been taken from her. 

At the earnest request of Colonel [William] Hall, late command- 
ing this post, I went up Big Black some three miles and destroyed 
a raft the enemy had placed across the river, chained at both ends, 
and commanded by three batteries of two heavy guns each; no guns 
had ever been mounted, though the works were complete. The bat- 
teries were situated on the brow of a hill, as high as the highest 
point of the hill in the rear of Point of Rocks [Rock Hill Point] 
Battery. The distance of the raft from the center battery in a 
straight line was about 200 yards, and the elevation about 15 degrees. 
The five guns and the shot captured here are still on the bank. I 
have succeeded in blowing out the spikes of two rifles (63-inch). 

The enemy in the neighborhood of Port Gibson are busily em- 
ployed in shooting, killing, and capturing negroes. They show no 
disposition to make an attack upon this place. The army have built 
earthworks on the crest of the hills here, and also some rifle pits; 
six fieldpieces are now in position, and command all the approaches 
to the place. 


* See also Official Records of Union and Confederate Armies, vol. 24, pt. 1, 
p. 668. 
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Forty gallons, each, of molasses and vinegar, and 200 pounds of 
butter ‘will give me two months’ provisions on hand; of these three 
articles we have none on board. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

K. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear Admiral Davi D. Portsr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—The Silver Wave declines towing up the barge, as her 
boilers are weak. JI have been presented with one barrel of molasses, 
so none need be sent. 

E. K. O. 


U. 8S. S. Lovisviiez, 
Grand Gulf, May 29, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 28th instant. The Price arrived this morning at 4, took in tow 
the barge of coal and proceeded down the river. There are but three 
barges here that can be used; they are good. The Point of Rocks 
Battery is completely demolished, and contrabands are employed dig- 
ging out the loose earth. I shall go down to the Horizon to-morrow 
and endeavor to recover the guns and all things that may be of value. 
lam full of coal (2,400 bushels). 

The enemy are reported no nearer than Jackson. Stragglers and 
foragers report having met in Louisiana Banks’ Cavalry, 40 miles 
from here. Some of our soldiers have been very far in the interior of 
both Louisiana and Mississippi. ; 

All the citizens of Port Gibson havé signed a petition to the colonel 
commanding this post, praying for an officer to be stationed at that 
place to protect them from the encroachments of stragglers, negroes, 
and their own friends, pledging everything sacred that he will not be 
molested. The planters between the Mississippi and Tensas- rivers 
and Bayou Macon and Lake St. Joseph (some fifteen of whom I have 
seen and talked with) desire to take the oath and be protected. They 
report the negroes have full sway, and life and property are not safe. 
[Isaac F.] Harrison’s small partisan band is the only force between 
this and Black River. He is beyond Tensas River and can not get to 
the river. The Victor, with Colonel Regan, has not yet returned. 

There is no coal here. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, : 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


U.S. 8. Loursviiix, 
Grand Gulf, Miss., June 5, 1863. 
Sir: By to-morrow afternoon the water defenses of this place 
will have been thoroughly destroyed. The colonel commanding this 
post has received orders to evacuate the place. It is now being done 
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as rapidly as transportation will admit. All the ordnance and 
ordnance stores will be sent up to Young’s Point. On the 31st May 
I went down to the Horizon to recover what could be had of value. 
Only two caissons could be found. The steamer having careened 
so much with the falling water, I am led to believe the guns slipped 
off the deck. The water on the outer guards is 5 fathoms deep, and 
with poles, grapnels, and leads could find nothing but dead horses 
and the above-mentioned caissons. To get rid of the stench and 
dead animals I burned off the roof, which had slid over the starboard 
side. We buried two dead men drowned in the boat. The company 
of negro infantry, headed by an orderly sergeant, were captured yes- 
terday on the Louisiana side by about 100 of Harrison’s cavalry. 
They were all-taken to St. Joseph. The enemy still continues to kill 
and capture negroes. I have 1.800 bushels of coal on hand, and keep 
very low fires, using about 33 bushels per day. The mouth of Big 
Black is closed in by a bar running from Point of Rocks [Rock Hill 
Point] to the Mississippi shore opposite. I have permitted two of 
my officers, Mr. Bates and Mr. Curry, to go to Young’s Point, to. pro- 
cure mess stores, as their messes are entirely out. Third Assistant 
Engineer Degelman and Captain Friesner, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volun- 
teers, have returned from leave and reported for duty. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 
‘ Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


> 


Extracts from orders of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander 
Woodworth, U. S. Navy. 


Fuiacsuie Buack Hawk, May 28, 1863. 
Turn over to Captain Greer all unexecuted orders and tell him 
to send me a written report every day of the movements of the ves- 
sels and what the enemy appears to be doing; also what our troops 
are about. 
D. D. Porter. 
Commander 8. E. WoopwortH, 
Commanding General Price. 


Fuacsuie Brack Hawk, May 28, 1863. 
I am told there is a party of rebels at work burning rifle pits down 
toward the water and in the direction of one of the lower batteries. 
‘JI want these workers annoyed as much as possible without wasting 
shell. The Mound City and Benton will reconnoiter constantly, one 
at a time, and when any workers are seen, drive them out. Fire but 
seldom and then with effect. What is General McArthur doing? 
If you can do so, ask him to hoist the American flag on the advanced 
k he holds. 
“ee D. D. Porter. 
Commander 8S. E. WoopwortH, 
Commanding General Price. 
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Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. &. S. General 
Price, regarding the location of certain vessels. 


U.S. S. Generau STERLING PRICE, 
Below Vicksburg, May 28, 1863. 


Sir: I have on board this vessel eight days’ coal, also the provi- 
sions sent for the Lafayette and Pittsburg, and now await instruc- 
tions from you. 

There was no list or invoices sent with the stores received. They 
were taken on board this vessel as they arrived. Several of the 
packages are not marked as to their contents or destination. Some 
were broken open, and a portion of the contents missing, amongst 
which were coffee, bread, rice, and beans; 1 barrel of molasses and 
1 of vinegar were stove. I have had them entered upon the log as 
so many packages received, contents unknown. 

The Tuscumbia is now coaling. The Carondelet is lying at this 
point, cleaning boilers. The Benton is just below the canal on this 
side the river, the Mound City under the bank on the opposite side 
of the river, and Captain Wilson is in constant communication with 
General McArthur’s command, now in possession of the hill. 

I send you three very equivocal individuals who gave themselves 
up to Captain Wilson, of the Mound City. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Setim E. WoopworruH, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Woodworth, 
U. S. Navy, urging vigilance in preventing the erection of batteries by the 
enemy. 


MississtPpP1 SQUADRON, 
Above Vicksburg, May 28, 1863. 

Sir: You will keep an officer at all times in the day at the canal, 
who will move between that and the house above. His duty will be 
to watch the opposite hills and report by some preconcerted signal 
when bodies of troops are working on the hills. When I left the 
other side for this place (where I am so much occupied) I supposed 
that I had sufficiently indicated my wishes in this matter. 

Hereafter it will be the duty of the commander of every vessel to 
fire on people working on the enemy’s batteries, to have officers on 
shore examining the heights, and not to have it said that the enemy 
put up batteries in sight of them and they did nothing to prevent it. 

Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter. 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Commander 8S. E. Woopwortn, 
Commanding General Price, Below Vicksburg. 
[ Endorsement. ] 

Captain Woodworth sailed last night, and I, being next in rank, 
fall heir to this order. _ 

James A. GREER, 


Commanding Gunboat Benton. 
May 29, 1863. 
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Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding VU. 8. 8. General 
Price, acknowledging orders, 


May 28—5 +30 p. m. 
Sir: As enclosing this, your two communications dated May 28 
were received. 
Yours relating to the rifle pits I will turn over to Captain Greer, 
of the Benton, with instructions that he attend to the same. 
The other, in relation to my destination and communicating with 
Captain Walke, I will put at once into execution. 
Yours, truly, 
Setim E. Woopwortu, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davm D. Portmr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, requesting the presence of two gunboats for cooperation in the 
Yazoo River. 


Near Vicxssure, Miss., ay 29, 1863. 
A large force of the enemy having been driven in from about 35 
miles northeast from here, I sent out a force, about 12,000 strong, 
on the evening of the 26th. This force is commanded by Major 
General Blair, and is instructed to clear out the enemy between the 
[Big] Black and Yazoo rivers, and, if possible, destroy the Missis- 
sippi Central Railroad Bridge over the [ Big] Black River. 
There is great danger of the enemy crossing [Big] Black River in 
the rear of this force, and cutting them off from their return to this 
lace. 
4 I have instructed General Blair, in cases of this kind, to strike for 
the Yazoo River, by which route a way back can easily be opened. 
If you can send one or two gunboats to navigate the Yazoo as high 
up as Yazoo City, I would think it highly advisable, at least until 
Blair is heard from. 
U.S. Grant. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, requesting the presence of the Marine Brigade at Haynes’ Bluff, 
Yazoo River, and the services of two siege guns. 


Laxe’s Lanpine, Miss., May 29, 1863. 
Will you have the goodness to order the Marine Brigade to Haynes’ 
Bluff, with directions to disembark and remain in occupation until 
I can relieve them by other troops? I have also to request that you 
put at the disposal of Major S. C. Lyford, chief of ordnance, two 
siege guns, ammunition, and implements complete, to be placed to 
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the rear of Vicksburg. After they are in battery, and ready for use, 
I should be pleased to have them manned by crews from your fleet. 
U.S. Grant. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, responding to request for services of Marine Brigade and siege 
guns. 


Fuacsuie Brack Hawk, May 29, 1863. 


Dear Genera: The brigade will leave for Haynes’ Bluff early in 
the morning. I have not a 9-inch gun here—not anything larger 
than a 32-pounder (long range), excepting one 10-inch gun with 
shell. This would require too much work to mount it, on account of 
pivot bolts, etc. I am fitting it on a mortar boat, to throw shells 
into the pits in front of Sherman. I ordered two 9-inch guns sent 
to General McArthur at Warrenton. They are there now, on board 
the Tuscumbia, ready to be delivered. The difficulty will be in 
hauling them so far, though, perhaps, they may be in a better place 
for your purpose. I have six 8-inch guns on the Manitou, which 
vessel is now up at Yazoo City. The moment she arrives I will 
direct her commander to land the guns, and send to Cairo at once for 
more 9-inch guns. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter. 

General GRANT. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding attack upon the enemy at work on rifle pits. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, May 29, 1863. 

Str: I have respectfully to report that the U. 8. S. General Price 
left last night for down the river. The enemy have been building 
rifle pits or trenches on the crest and side of the hill toward the 
battery containing the large gun that commands the canal. This 
morning, seeing a number of men there, I went up and fired upon 
them for an hour, using 10-second shell, which seemed to burst in 
the right spot, and drove them away. I also gave the large gun 
which opened on us a few shot. Fortunately we were not struck. 
The works referred to extend about a mile to the right of the “large 
gun battery” and toward the city; the rebels appear to have worked 
on them vigorously at night. 

The Mound City is lying on the Mississippi side of the river. I 
heard from Captain Wilson last night. He has opened communi- 
cation with our army pickets, and states that our troops are abreast 
of him and are getting up three guns to bear on the extreme lower 
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battery, which, I think, contains nothing larger than fieldpieces. I 
propose giving the rebels another shelling, if they make their ap- 
pearance, and at dark will exchange stations with the Mound City. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Gunner Mack, U. 8. Navy, in charge of mortar boats, preferring 
charges against Acting Master’s Mate Dooley, U. S. Navy. 


U. S. Misstsstepr SquapRon, 
Mortar Boats, Before Vicksburg, May 29, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to inform you that a sense of duty obliges 
me to report Acting Master’s Mate [Edward] Dooley (of the steam 
ram Sampson, who has been on duty here since the 23d instant, in 
obedience to orders from Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese) for 
not promptly obeying an order to open fire on the city at about 6.30 
yesterday morning. 

Previous to giving Mr. Dooley the order, I was informed by a 
paroled army officer, who had just returned from the city with a 
number of others, that I came near planting a shell in the head- 
quarters of General Pemberton, and that a little more powder would 
reach them. That was good news tome. After waiting more than a 
reasonable time to hear from Mr. Dooley, I went to learn the cause 
of his not opening fire, and as I approached the lower boats, I saw 
Mr. Dooley coming from some fallen timber toward me. I asked him 
why he was not at his boats and firing on the city when I directed? 
He said that the men were at breakfast when I gave the order. I 
told him that it mattered not whether they were at breakfast or not, 
that he should have obeyed the order; that my order was the orders 
of Admiral Porter, and that they should be obeyed, let the conse- 
quence be what it would. Then Mr. Dooley told me that he had 
his orders from Admiral Porter, also; that I should treat him as a 
gentleman, etc.; he, all this time, arguing and making use of aggra- 
vating language, and called upon the men as I left him to remember 
what I had said to him. 

When he told me that he was a volunteer and would leave the 
boats, I told him that if he attempted to leave without my knowledge 
I would send him to the Black Hawk under a guard. Upon one occa- 
sion I had to call his attention to an ironical remark which he made 
about the shelling of the city, that all we were doing to it was knock- 
ing down houses. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
Evernrt Mack, 
Ordnance Gunner, in Charge of Mortar Boats. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, regarding orders to Lieu- 
tenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. §. S. Carondelet, to proceed down 
river with bearer of dispatches. 


U.S. S. Tuscumsia, 
U.S. Mississippi Squadron, May 31, 1863—4 a. m. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that Mr. [Charles A.] Dana, 
bearer of dispatches from General Grant to General Banks, came 
over here last night with an order from you to either Commander 
Woodworth or Lieutenant Commanding Wilson. He informed me 
of its contents, and in the absence of both of these gentlemen I 
opened it. 

Knowing that the Mound City had not coal enough to make the 
proposed trip, I gave Lieutenant Commanding Murphy, of the 
Carondelet, the order, with directions to obey it. He finished coal- 
ing and started down the river at 10:20 p. m. 

The transport Forest Queen, from below, has just passed us, going 
up the river to a landing above. 

T have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James M. Suirx, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. §. Navy, commanding U. §S. 8. Benton, 
regarding the shelling of Confederate works by that vessel and the U. §. S. 


Mound City. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, May 30, 1863. 

Sir: I have respectfully to report that as soon as your order was 
received an officer was stationed as a lookout near the canal. Dur- 
ing the afternoon no men were seen at work, but just before dark 
they commenced work on the turn of the road about a mile to the 
right of the large gun battery (the same place which I shelled yester- 
day forenoon). 

As soon as the clouds cleared away sufficiently to enable me to see 
my landmarks, I went up in this vessel and shelled the work for half 
an hour; some of our shell seemed to burst at the right spot. Yester- 
day I saw at times men moving and idling about on the side of the 
hill; they are, I think, a portion of a force stationed to meet our men, 
should they advance up the bluffs. 

I have seen no men actually at work this morning, but seeing 
a number in the vicinity of the earthwork they have commenced, T 
directed the Mound City to shell them, which she did. I have just 
heard from Captain Wilson. He has not communicated with our 
pickets lately. I send over four deserters; one of them appears to 
be very intelligent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrnr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


wes 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. §. S. Benton, 
regarding the shelling of works under construction. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, May 31, 1863. 

Sir. [ have respectfully to report that the rebels are engaged in 
making works on the side of the hill between the Hospital Battery 
and the range of hills to the left of the city. They are below and 
to the left of a prominent white frame house. I, in this vessel, drove 
them out this forenoon. I fired ten shell at them at intervals and 
at long range. They return to their work as soon as the boats drop 
down. Some of the mortar shells burst very well for these works 
to-day. I am also informed there is a camp back of and between 
the large gun battery and the city. One of my officers thought he 
saw them at work back there, evidently at inland defenses. I threw 
some shell in that direction. Last night three mortar shell burst in 
that vicinity. The Mound City fires occasionally and with apparently 
good effect. She lies in a position for partially enfilading the hill 
road. I propose keeping her where she is until it is absolutely nec- 
essary that she should drop down for coal. 

The Carondelet left last night at 10:40 p. m. for down the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAs A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding the services of the Marine Brigade. 


Near Vicxssure, Miss., May 31, 1863. 
Will you please direct the Marine Brigade to debark at Haynes’ 
Bluff, and send all their steamers, or as many of them as possible, 
to Memphis to bring down reinforcements? I have ordered the 
troops, but it is a difficult matter to get transportation. I would 
specially request that any of these steamers that can be spared be 
got off at the earliest possible moment. 
U. S. Grant. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Gunner Mack, U. S. Navy, referring to a successful shot of one of the 
mortars. 


Mortar Boats, June 1, 1863. 
Simm: At 5 o’clock this morning I met Lieutenant [Tra] McFarlan, 
One hundred and thirty-first Illinois, who told me that about 3 p.m. 
yesterday some thirty rebels crossed the river in a boat from near the 
water battery and landed on this side. Lieutenant McFarlan and two 
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of his men were hailed and asked what force we had on this [side], 
and his answer was that we only had three men (pickets). The rebels 
at once opened fire on our party, who were obliged to run back for a 
reinforcement, but before anything could be done, the rebels recrossed 
the river after firing sixteen times at McFarlan. I exploded a shell 
quite close to a heavy gun this morning which the rebels put into 
position yesterday. This gun commands General Sherman’s advance. 
T will open fire on it again as soon as I can get some small canister 
shot to put in our shell. 
Very respectfully, etc., Eucent Macxr, 
Ordnance Gunner. 


Admiral Porrer. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding the continued shelling of works under construction. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 1, 1863. 


Str: I have respectfully to report that the rebels are still at work 
at the same place I mentioned yesterday, near a prominent white 
house some distance to the left of the Hospital Battery; they appear 
to be running rifle pits. I shelled them at long range again yester- 
day evening; as soon as the firing ceases they return to their work. 
The laborers are, I think, black men with white overseers. The 
mortars can reach this place very easily, some of the shells have burst 
right over the works. The Mound City still les on the Mississippi 
side and throws a shell occasionally. She will be obliged to drop down 
for coal, I think, to-morrow night. The water is falling rapidly, 
and the vessel on the Mississippi side has to anchor in the stream, and 
will soon have to go higher up, where they, should the rebels take ad- 
vantage of it, will be in an exposed position; in fact the rebels could 
reach the Mound City now, if they chose. I send over a deserter that 
was picked up yesterday; they come in very slowly, and their chances 
for getting down to the gunboats are not so good as they were. 
When the Mound City goes down for coal, shall I cross over, or re- 
main here, where I can see what is going on, and be in direct commu- 
nication with the flagship? 

The Carondelet arrived from below last night. I directed Captain 
Murphy to take in coal and to go up and communicate with you per- 
sonally in regard to the information he brought back. The U. S. S. 
Arizona came up to the naval landing this morning, but did not com- 
municate with me. She has since gone down the river. 

Very respectfully, your obdient servant, 


Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commandinp Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant Murphy, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. §. S. Carondelet, 
regarding expedition to Perkins’ Landing for securing and destruction of 
property. 


U. S. S. CaronDELet, 
Near Perkins’ Landing, June 2, 1863. 

Sir: IT have the honor to submit my report of the last twenty-four 
hours, as follows: 

I got underway from the ordnance landing below Vicksburg at 
5:30 last evening, and proceeded down the river, anchoring at 8:45 
off New Carthage, or James’ plantation. 

_ At broad daylight this morning I started for Perkins’ Landing, 
sent a picket ashore, and men to take charge of such property as was 
found there. 

A small rebel picket was observed to leave after we landed. The 
main body, consisting of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, as I am in- 
formed, had left for Tensas Bayou. 

We took on board a quantity of intrenchment tools, a number of 
tents, and some provisions. 

The rest of the property remaining was fired and destroyed. 

I am, this evening, anchored near the head of Diamond Island, 
abreast of the wreck of the Zndianola, and between Perkins’ Landing 
and James’ plantation, commanding the three points. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jno. McLzop Murpuy, U. S. Navy, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. §. S. Benton, 
regarding occasional shelling of Confederate works and movements of U. S. 
steamers Carondelet and General Price. 


U. 8. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have respectfully to report that yesterday the rebels did 
not work much on their works. The Mound City gave them a shell 
occasionally, and picked up 6 teamsters (deserters). I sent them 
over to you this morning. There was a large fire in Vicksburg last 
night; the deserters think it was a large storehouse filled with bacon. 

A few of our pickets can be seen at times on the bluffs below the 
Mound City. 1 do not think our men are there in any force. 

The Carondelet left for down the river at 5:30 p. m. yesterday. 
The Price arrived at 6 p. m. yesterday and started down the river 
this morning. I send over 6 more deserters picked up by the Mound 
City. Two of them are intelligent. They say the works near the 
white house are rifle pits, to be used in case of an attack by our 
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troops from the water side. I can see a few men working there 
to-day. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Major-General Sherman, U. 8S. Army, regarding the proposed mounting 
of naval guns in shore battery under direction of Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge, U. 8S. Navy. 


Heapquarters Firrrentu Army Cores, June 2, 1863. 


Dear GuneraL: Admiral Porter, with some of his junior officers, 
was here on horseback the day before yesterday, the same on which 
I found you complaining of illness. 

I took the party forward to the trenches, the sun glaring hot, and 
the admiral got tired and overheated, so that, although we proposed 
coming to see you, he asked me to make his excuses and say he would 
come again to make you a special visit. He took the loss of the 
Cincinnati in good part, and expressed himself willing to lose all the 
boats if he could do any good. He wanted to put a battery of heavy 
guns ashore, and I told him there would be no objection, and accord- 
ingly Captain Selfridge came up last evening, and said he was pre- 
pared to land two 8-inch howitzers—to man and work them—if I 
would haul these guns out and build a parapet. I can put the party 
and their guns on Steele’s Hill. The hauling will be on a dead-level 
road till the guns reach the foot of the hill, and the troops can haul 
them up. I don’t think 8-inch howitzers can do any particular good 
at that point, but they will clear off that hill and make the enemy 
suppose it is to be one of our main points of attack. 

* * * * * % 


Tam, etc.; 


Major-General U. S. Granrt. 


W. T. SHERMAN. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding the prepara-~ 
tion of the shore battery under his command. 


In Camp Brrorr Vicxspure, June 4, 1863. 

Siz: After many vexatious delays I have succeeded in getting one 
of my 8-inch guns in battery, having worked at it all last night. 

As usual, the army promises everything, but I have had to do all 
the work. I shall have the other gun mounted to-night; it is on the 
spot and would have been up last night but for the fact that the 
ordnance officer who supplied the gun ia not send the iron bolt that 
connects the tripod, which is indispensable. 

There is a long 42-pounder in front of me that I shall endeavor 
to knock down; afterwards I shall direct my fire upon the town. 
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I send the Manitow down for more ammunition. I should like 
very much to have some pieces of portfire cut short and put in the 
15-second shell, to make them more combustible. 

When I am ready to open fire upon the town I will let you know 
by signal, and I would like to have some return directions how the 
fire tells. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tos. O. SELFRIDGE, 


; Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding the operations 
of the shore battery under his command. 


JUNE 8, 1863. 


; Sir: I send the J/anitouw for more ammunition and lumber for plat- 
orms. 

It is absolutely necessary that we should have the latter, as the 
platforms are completely worn out, and the guns can not be used 
without them. 

The sides of one of the coal barges lying ashore at Young’s Point 
would be just the thing, as they must be heavily constructed, as we 
are obliged to fire with the rear trucks off. 

Our firing thus far has been excellent, though we have nothing 
especial to fire at, excepting three or four different earthworks, the 
guns in which are not visible. I fire every fifteen minutes at night, 
and two hours every morning and evening, consuming on an average 
about 150 rounds per day. 

The rebels have camps in the ravines back of their works, and we 
endeavor to throw the most of our shell in them, though being in- 
visible, I am unable to know what execution has been made. 

The mortars are firing well. 

My command are all well, but the work is hard and the heat intense. 

I hope you will be able to furnish me with the heavy plank. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Txos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davy D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. 8. Navy, requesting convoy for troops in the Yazoo River. 


Near Vicxspure, Miss., June 2, 1863. 


The expedition under General Blair has clearly ascertained the 
fact that Joe Johnston is collecting an army at and around Canton, 
Miss. They find also that there is a good ridge road leading between 
the Big Black and Yazoo rivers, with cross-roads to every ferry on 
the Black. From Satartia, on the Yazoo, it is only about 10 miles 
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across to Cox’s Ferry on the Big Black. Mechanicsburg, 3 miles 
from Satartia, is a keypoint to the whole neck of land. I have de- 
termined to send a garrison up there, using Satartia as a base of 
supplies. The infantry will go on steamers to-morrow. I would 
request that the fleet you keep at Haynes’ Bluff convoy these troops 
up the Yazoo, and remain at Satartia whilst troops are kept at 


Mechanicsburg. Ue See 
. S. GRANT. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 
JUNE 3, 1863. 


Captain Walker has command at Haynes’ Bluff and will give any 
convoy required. 
A deserter just came in; says they talk of cutting their way out. 
Porter. 
General Grant. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding occasional firing from the U. S. S. Mound City. ; 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 3, 1863. 
Sir: I have respectfully to report that yesterday and to-day the 
rebels have not been seen at work. The Mound City fires an occa- 
sional shot into the road. I sent over 6 deserters this morning. 
I have received 17 new men and have sent those belonging to the 
Black Hawk back. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding UV. S. S. Benton, to fire upon the enemy’s cattle 
and enfilade ‘‘ Whistling Dick” and the forts above. 


U. S. Mississiprr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 3, 1863. 

Sir: I wish to throw some shells (about one every six minutes) 
beyond that woods above “ Whistling Dick.” The enemy have sent 
all their cattle up there; they are below the hill, on this side of it, in 
the hollow. We have killed a good many of their beeves with mortar 
shells, which are running short, so we must keep up the fire with the 
gunboats. The Benton or the Mound City must keep at them all 
the time. I will send you ammunition if running short. 
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The object is to burst the shells about 50 feet above the ground. 

Try if you can not enfilade “ Whistling Dick” and the forts above 
him. The town will soon fall now, and we can afford to expend a 
little more ammunition. 

Before the moon gets up to-night go up as close as you can to the 
town, you and the Mound City, and open a brisk fire on it with long 
fuzes. They retire there at sundown for repose. 

I will send over a lot of 9-inch to-day. Captain Shirk has a lot 
on board the 7uscumbia. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Portsr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Greer, 
Commanding Benton. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, referring to operations at Perkins’ Landing and in the Yazoo 
River, and other matters. 


Fuacsute Buack Hawk, 
June 3, 1868. 


Dear GENERAL: Six deserters have just come in. One, who has been 
in the trenches, says that if you were to fire more at night it would 
prevent the rebels from working and resting. They are moving 
some heavy guns to the rear, which they could not do if the artillery: 
kept at work. I give you this information for what it is worth. We 
get about 15 deserters a day, who all tell the same story—shortness 
of food and intention to hold out ten or twenty days. Our mortar 
shells have given out, but I hope to have a fresh supply in a day or 
two. Our mortars have killed a great many cattle of all kinds, and 
IT am sorry we have no more on hand. The gunboats, though, keep 
sheiling in direction of the cattle pens. All the cattle drivers (Mexi- 
cans) have deserted us. 

The rebels have made a raid upon Perkins’ Landing from Tensas 
River. Fifteen hundred of them stood the fire of the gunboat Caron- 
delet for an hour, but finally retreated. The colonel commanding at 
James’ plantation destroyed all the stores at that place when the 
rebels hove in sight, though the gunboat was near at hand. The 
captain of the gunboat thinks he behaved badly. 

I have sent six 8-inch guns up the Yazoo, with men to work them, 
to be placed where required, and two 9-inch at Warrenton. I will 
send plenty of hand grenades if you want them. I have sent some 
already. They work beautifully. as 

Nine steamers were burned by the late expedition up the Yazoo. 
The rebels set fire to some of them, and our men could not put the 
fire out. Others were aground, and we had to burn them, and others 
up the Sunflower were inside of a bar, and could not be got out. They 
were burned with a large amount of provisions. I was in hopes of 
presenting you with some fine transports. 
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I would have been over to see you the other day, but after going 
over Sherman’s works I was so sick I had not the strength to go 
farther. I will be up in a day or two. 

Very truly, yours, etc., 
Davip D. Porter. 


Major-General U. S. Grant. 


P. S—An intelligent black has just come in. He says they talk of 
cutting their way out. I have just found out where they have moved 
their cattle to for safety, and am going to shell them with the gun- 
boats. There are not many troops kept opposite McClernand’s front. 
Most of them are in front of McPherson and Sherman. Your shot 
and shell are killing a great many. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding the firing from that vessel and the U. §. 8S. Mound City upon the 
enemy’s cattle and water battery. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 4, 1863. 

Sir: I have respectfully to report that yesterday we saw no rebels 
at work. 

Upon the receipt of your order this vessel and the ound City com- 
menced firing once in six minutes at the hills where the enemy are 
said to keep their cattle. 

Just before the moon rose, the two vessels started up toward the 
city, the Mound City on the Mississippi side, while I took the 
Louisiana shore. Owing to a mistake in time, we did not get within 
range until the moon had risen, but was not very powerful. 

We opened on the city and water battery and shelled them briskly 
for half an hour. I used 10-second and 15-second shell and am sure 
many of them fell into the city. 

The fuzes used in the 42-pounder rifle shell are the army fuze and 
are not reliable. The 15-second navy fuze used in 9-inch shell, which 
we had, were not good, a number of them not bursting, although 
every precaution was taken in loading. 

After shelling the city, I dropped down to my present anchorage, 
Just inside towhead, and have been throwing a shell into the woods, 
night and day, at intervals of fifteen minutes. A scarcity of long- 
range fuzes caused me to make the interval so great. I have re- 
ceived a few 42-pounder rifle shells this morning, and have to request 
that some 15-second, 9-inch shell, with a corresponding number of 
charges, be sent over. 

The Mound City dropped down to the naval landing last night for 
coal and ammunition. 

While firing upon the city last night “ Whistling Dick ” gave each 
of the vessels a shot, fortunately not striking us. 

I have been informed that a coal barge, which sunk at the anchor- 
age of the squadron after passing the batteries, has been, by the fall- 
ing of the water, exposed. I have not learned any particulars about 
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its situation, but presume Captain Shirk has informed you all 
about it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, regarding the firing. 


U.S. Misstsstprr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 4, 1863. 
Sir: I took your bearings last night, and you were 2 miles from 
the water battery and 24 from the town. Your shells all fell short, 
and some of them fell in the water. If you want to do any good, you 
will have to move up closer than that. 
You need not fire much more at the cattle—only now and then. 
Fire occasionally at “ Whistling Dick.” 
Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porrrr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Greer, 
Commanding Benton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding the firing from that vessel. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 5, 1863. 


Sir: I have respectfully to report that yesterday and last night I 
kept up an occasional firing at the lower battery and the hillside 
where the stock was kept. Yesterday about noon the rebels drove a 
number of horses, mules, and beeves out of the hollow, on to the plain 
beyond the hospital battery; from this circumstance, I think our shell 
must have been the cause of it. I have seen no rebels at work. The 
Tuscumbia has gone to Warrenton to land her [X-inch guns. I have 
received your letter, stating that on the evening of the 3d our shells 
fell short. It surprised me very much, for I surely thought I was in 
a good position, and especially for long-range fuzes. Had I been 
asked previous to receiving your letter, I would have been willing to 
swear that our shells fell into the town. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Tuscumbia, regarding request of the chief of artillery for guns. 


U. 8S. S. Tuscumsta, 
U.S. Mississippi Squadron, June 5, 1863—1 a. m. 


Srr: I have the honor to report to you that I have this moment 
received a message from the chief of artillery, Seventeenth Army 
Corps, that he wishes the [X-inch guns now on board the Tuscumbia. 

He encloses to me a copy of your letter of June 2 to S. C. Lyford, 
senior ordnance officer. 

I will go over to Warrenton at daylight and land the guns. 

He wants 300 rounds of ammunition. I have not a single round 
to give him. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES W. SHIRE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrer, 
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron, 
Flagship Black Hawk. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Benton, regarding change of position 
for that vessel. 


U.S. Misstsstprr SquapRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 5, 1863. 

Sir: Yours of this morning has been received. I do not think it 
safe any longer for the gunboats to go up above the towhead or on 
the opposite side unless specially ordered to do so. The water is 
falling very fast, and you will hereafter keep on the canal side. I 
should like to get the deserters as they come down, but it is running 
too much risk. You can shell the cattle (if you see any) from this 
side just as well, and also fire at “ Whistling Dick.” Our long ranges 
are better than his. 

Do not send any boats for deserters if they come down, but pick 
up those that escape in skiffs. 

I was very careful in taking your bearings the other night, and 
could see from here that your shells fell short, one or two burst near 
the water battery. 

Very respectfully, [| Davin D. Porrrr, | 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, 
Commanding U.S. S. Benton. 


_ P.S.—You must not suppose I wished to do you injustice in point- 
ing out your shortness of range. I merely wanted to let you know 
your shells were not going right. I presume you are as anxious as 
I am to do all the harm you can to the enemy, and lose no shot. Do 
not even hesitate to express your opinion to me if you think I am 
unjust. I like officers to be frank with me and not take up wrong 
impressions. 
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[Endorsement. ] 


This letter I received with several others, and have just observed 
that the admiral has not signed if. I presumeethrough a mistake, he 
has so much signing to do. 

Jas. A. GREER. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General 
Price, regarding expedition to Port Hudson touching at intermediate points. 


U.S. S. Generar Sterting Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 6, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report my return to this point at 12 
midnight of yesterday. 

In obedience to instruction, contained in your order of June 1, 
left here at daylight on the morning of the 3d instant, touching at 
Warrenton and, taking on board Colonel Riggin and orderly, pro- 
ceeded down the river to Waterloo, opposite Port Hudson. 

Commodore Palmer dispatched the colonel and his staff across the 
point with a guide to the lower fleet, through whose assistance he was 
placed in communication with General Banks. 

After receiving the enclosed communication from Commodore 
Palmer I proceeded to Bayou Sara, where I reembarked Colonel 
Riggin on his return, and started immediately (2 p. m. of the 4th 
instant) for this place. 

Being short of fuel, was compelled to stop repeatedly for wood, 
which is now becoming scarce and difficult to obtain, on account of 
the broken condition of the banks. 

On going down the river, discovered at Perkins’ plantation (plun- 
dering the camp) a number of the enemy’s cavalry; shelled them 
until out of range. Having no time to spare, left the Carondelet 
to guard the public property there until it could be removed, and 
continued on my course. 

Also stepped to destroy a flatboat loaded with cotton that was 
being crossed at Waterproof, having reason to believe it was intended 
for the use of the enemy for the purpose of erecting a battery at 
Cole’s Creek, where we saw a number of white men under very sus- 
picious circumstances. 

In obedience to verbal instructions, received by Captain Shirk, 
delivered the letters under a flag of truce at Natchez, and received 
the accompanying ones on my return in hke manner. 

We repeatedly received information from parties on the west bank 
of the river, and also from a deserter now on board, taken at Per- 
kins’ plantation, that the enemy is in considerable force on that side 
of the river between New Carthage and the Black Hawk plantation. 

We were also informed that [Isaac F.] Harrison’s cavalry, with 
Bennett’s [Thomas O. Benton’s| battery has reached Vidalia from 
Harrisonburg, where we left them last month, having crossed from 
Trinity by the Tensas, Brushy Lake and Bayou, and are now divided 
up into small parties along the river from the mouth of Red [River] 
to James’ plantation. 

The deserter taken at Perkins’ plantation belonged to [| William] 
Edgar’s battery, being a portion of McCulloch’s command, that came 
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from Texas by way of Shreveport and Monroe (there attached to 
General Walker’s command), thence down the Ouachita to Trinity, 
thence via the Tensas, the lakes, and bayous to the Mississippi. The 
whole command consists of about 4,500 men; he reports that General 
Taylor was attached to the staff of General Walker’s command. 

The same degree of activity was observed on the river as on my 
last trip by skiffs and boats crossing to the Mississippi shore. I 
could not spare time to round to and destroy them all. On my re- 
turn trip, being short of fuel, was compelled to make all haste from 
point to point, where I could obtain the wood. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Seria E. WoopwortH, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrmr. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, regarding apparent cessation 
of work on the Confederate batteries. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 6, 1863. 
Sir: I have respectfully to report that yesterday we saw no men at 
work. The rebels appear to be doing nothing now as far as T can see. 
I have not seen any of our troops on or about the bluffs for over a 
week. I fire an occasional shot at “ Whistling Dick” and into 
the road. 
Quite a number of dead mules and horses float by us every day. 
The Switzerland and Price arrived last night. 
Shall I continue to make daily reports to you? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding occasional firing, 
with a response from one gun of the lower water battery. 


U. 8. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 7, 1863. 
Sir: I have respectfully ta report that I have seen no work going 
on about the bluffs or lower batteries, but can see at times on the 
hills about the city teams hauling what appears to be heavy loads. 
I think it is water. I fire an occasional shot at the works. One 
of the guns at the lower water battery opened on us this morning, 
but had not quite sufficient range. I am short of ammunition for 
my 50-pounder Dahlgren rifles. I need 100 Hotchkiss shell, 100 solid 
shot, and 200 charges. I have sent for it several times, but could 
not get it. Had I it, I could annoy the rebels a good deal. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
; Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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General Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, in view of the 
presence of the enemy at Young’s Point and Milliken’s Bend. 


JUNE 7, 1863. 
The rebels have attacked Young’s Point and Milliken’s Bend 
and are about here in force. 
The gunboats must keep a good lookout. 
Permit no officer or man to cross over by the corduroy road, but 
send them around by the levee. . 
Keep away from the shore at night; either anchor or spar off. Let 
me know if any rebels get in sight. 
The Benton will lie as near up to the canal as she safely can, to be 
ready to shell any that may attempt to burn our mortar boats. 
Davip D. Porter; 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Benton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. §. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding work of the enemy near Hospital Battery. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 8, 1863. 
Str: I have respectfully to report that yesterday the rebels were 
working in the neighborhood of the Hospital Battery and also at a 
spot a little to the southward of that battery. I could not make out 
what they were doing, but it seemed as if they were preparing to 
mount a gun there. I threw a few rifle shell at them and drove them 
out once, but they returned immediately. Some of the mortar shells 
fell near them. This morning I saw them drive up a good deal of 
stock toward the back of the town, undoubtedly caused by the mortar 
firing. I send an occasional shell into the woods where they formerly 
kept their cattle. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding progress in the 
investment of Vicksburg, and referring to the erection and operation of 
Selfridge battery and others. 


No. 55.] 


U. S. Mississrppr Squapron, Fiacsuie Brack Haws, 
Near Vicksburg, June 9, 1863. 


Sir: I have nothing particular to communicate with regard to the 
position of affairs here. 
51246°—Nn w R—voL 25—12——5 
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The army is still advancing close to the works. General Sherman 
is so close that he can not get nearer without going in. 

When the other generals are up with him, I presume that an assault 
will be made. 

Three batteries have been erected of naval guns, one consisting of 
two 8-inch guns in General Steele’s front, under command of Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Selfridge. 

This battery opened fire day before yesterday and cleared every- 
thing before it. One battery of two 9-inch guns is being erected in 
General McPherson’s front, and two 8-inch guns in front of General 
McClernand. These latter did not require naval assistance, only 
the guns, and have not made as much progress, the guns not being 
yet mounted ; they will be in position very soon. 

The mortars keep constantly playing on the city and works, and 
the gunboats throw in their shell whenever they see any work going 
on at the batteries, or new batteries being put up. 

Not a soul is to be seen moving‘in the city, the soldiers lying in 
their trenches or pits, and the inhabitants being stowed in caves or 
holes dug out in the cliffs. If the city is not relieved by a much supe- 
rior force from the outside, Vicksburg must fall without anything 
more being done to it. I only wonder it has held out so long. If the 
city is relieved, and our army have to retire, we will lose everything 
we have, all of which could be prevented by an addition of 30,000 
men, which men can be spared from Missouri alone. If we do not 
get Vicksburg now, we never will. 

The rebel steamer Lady Walton came down from Little Rock, 
Ark., a few days since, and gave herself up to the commanding officer 
at White River. I send her to Cairo to the judge of the district. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Gunner Mack, U. S. Navy, regarding the successful fire of the mortars 
upon Vicksburg. 


U. S. Misstssrper Squapron, 
Mortar Boats, June 9, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to inform you that we fired into the city of 
Vicksburg about 175 mortars from daylight until 11:30 a. m. T 
would have continued the firing this afternoon, but our ammunition 
commenced to look small, together with being taken quite unwell 
myself. The men also complained of being overworked a little too 
much, and I thought a good rest would be an improvement. 
Very respectfully, 
Evucene Mack, 
Ordnance Gunner, in charge of Mortars. 
Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 
Commanding U. 8. Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Gunner Mack, U. S. Navy, regarding complaints made by the men 
under his command. 


Morrar Boats, June 10, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the heavy rain this morn- 
ing has made the men very wet and uncomfortable, and that I would 
respectfully recommend that a couple of tents be sent down to them. 
There is a general murmur among the men about the meat ration 

not being enough, and they say they only average meat once a day. 
Four of the soldiers left here last night without permission. They 
keep coming to me nearly every hour in the day to let them go to 
camp, and I know it is to get clear of working the mortars. These 
men are continually grumbling about hard work and little meat. 

I send Seeley Hill, fireman, to the flagship, sick. 
Very respectfully, 
Evucene Mack, 
Ordnance Gunner, in charge Mortars. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Gunner Mack, U. S. Navy, regarding the fire of the mortars. 


Mortar Boats, June 10, 1863. 
Sir: I respectfully inform you that I only fired about seventy-five 
shell to-day on account of the rain, at intervals of about six minutes. 
Our ammunition is getting short. The men in general request me 
to ask you if they can have their allowance of meat increased. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
Eucenrt Mack, 
Ordnance Gunner, in charge of Mortars. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, 
Commanding U.S. Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Near Vicxspure, Miss., June 10, 1863. 


I sent you a dispatch by signal, requesting you to send a gunboat 
to meet transports known to be on their way here loaded with troops. 
T have been informed of thirteen being loaded at Memphis, and ex- 
pected them here last night. Their nonarrival causes me much un- 
easiness, lest they may be interrupted some place by a battery of the 
enemy. I have information of 19,000 troops being on the way here 
besides those already arrived, and would request that, until they all 
get here, a gunboat ply about Island No. 65 and other dangerous 
points below it. I am aware, admiral, that heavy drafts have been 
made on your fleet above eae but hope you will still be able 
to comply with the request made herein. 

I pe tomibane Heres Bluff, and intend to hold it. At present I 
do not think the enemy are near there. All the forces coming to me 
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now are being sent to Haynes’ Bluff, and I need not tell you how 
anxious I feel for the arrival of those I know to have started. 
U. S. Grant. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, giving the disposition of certain 
vessels. 


U.S. S. Genera StrerLine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 10, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that we have completed such tem- 
porary repairs on the boilers of the Price as will render her efficient 
for a period of a week or ten days, only making it necessary for more 
perfect repairs at the expiration of that time. 

It is all quiet over here; no indications of the enemy. 

No coal has reached here as yet. The 7’uscumbia is still engaged 
in filling the coal barge below from the sunken barge lately dis- 
covered. Captain Shirk requested that the tug be sent to him to- 
day, as he wishes to pull the barge off to him; he reports having 
recovered .4,000 bushels of coal. What disposition shall be made 
of it? 

No intelligence from the Carondelet or Louisville below. Would 
it not be well for the Price to take a run below and see what they 
are doing? 

The Benton is lying at her old place—-head of the island—throw- 
ing an occasional shot into the flank of the enemy. 

The Switzerland is lying at the upper landing, taking in supplies. 

The Mound City is at this point, awaiting further orders. 

Some wagon loads of coal have just arrived and I shall take it 
aboard the Price. 

Isaiah comes over to you with your things and bearer of this com- 
munication. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Setim E. Woopworrx, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding the placing of gun by the Confederates near Hospital Battery. 


U.S. 8. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 11, 1863. 

Str: I have respectfully to report that my lookout officer informs 
me that the rebels have placed a gun in the work a little to the south- 
ward of the Hospital Battery, the place at which I reported I saw 
men at work a few days ago. 

The firing from the mortars caused the rebels to drive their stock 
into the woods again. 
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This vessel and the Mound City throw a shell into the woods every 
half hour. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Porrer. 


Report of Gunner Mack, U. S. Navy, regarding the fire of the mortars. 


Morrar Boats, June 12, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to inform you that we fired 193 shells yester- 
day at intervals of about five minutes. 

The fuzes which we are now using are some of the kind used against 
Island No. 10, and I have found out that many of them are so 
poorly manufactured that the composition is soft and mealy, which 
accounts for the many close explosions of shell to the mortar boats 
and halfway to the city. 

None but fuzes which have hard composition in them are now 
fired, and we find that our shells go to where they are intended, 
except one occasionally which will deceive us. There are two axle- 
trees required to replace two which were broken yesterday. One 
axletree had to be taken from one of the mortars hanging on the side 
of the bank, which makes three that we need to make these mortars 
serviceable. I beg leave to recommend to you that spare axletrees 
be furnished for these 13-inch mortars. 

The carriages of these mortars are beginning to show the effect of 
our long and heavy firing, but not enough to prevent from being 
fired as long again without being repaired. 

Our powder is again getting short, and there are only 35 barrels on 
the mortar boats and none on the Judge Torrence, so Captain Rich- 
ardson tells me. aay 

Very respectfully, ete. 
than: P Kucenet Mack, 
Ordnance Gunner, in charge of Mortars. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, referring to the probable forti- 
fying by the Confederates of some point below Grand Gulf. 


U.S. S. Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 12, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of this date. I have reasons to believe that some point 
below Grand Gulf has been fortified, which has prevented a com- 
munication with Admiral Farragut’s fleet. From: the fact that I 
was assured by Colonel Riggin that a transport from General Banks, 
loaded with wagons, was to have been dispatched the day after we 
left Bayou Sara for this point, and its not coming to hand leads me 
to suppose that some formidable point on the river has been fortified, 
preventing their passage. 
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I would suggest that the M/ound City, or some other gunboat, ac- 
company the Price as far down the river as Natchez. 

I have to report the desertion of two white boys, who left this 
vessel forty-eight hours ago. From information obtained, I think 
they will attempt to get north on some transport. May a message be 
sent to Memphis to have them intercepted ? 

The Price is very short-handed in men and officers, there being 
only 35 white men fit for duty, including petty officers, there being 
some 12 on the sick list. ; 

I forward you the report of the paymaster of this vessel wherein 
he sets forth the refusal of the paymaster of the Black Hawk to 
receive the transfer accounts of the contrabands sent to you a short 
time ago upon your order. 

The Zuscumbia returned last night, and reports having recovered 
1,500 bushels of coal, instead of 4,000 bushels previously reported by 
Captain Shirk. 

The Mound City has received her ammunition and taken hér posi- 
tion at the head of the towhead. 

The Benton came down this afternoon and is now taking on board 
her ammunition. 

Nineteen wagon loads of coal arrived this afternoon, containing 
448 bushels, all of which was received on board the Price. 

General Herron is busily transporting the reinforcements lately 
come to hand across to Warrenton. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Seria EK, WoopwortnH, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, requesting 
permission to land his cavalry and visit the ram Switzerland. 


Heapquarters Mississtppr Martne Bricapr, 
Flagship Autocrat, June 12, 1863. 
ApmiraL: We will have saved all the coal by morning in our two 
sunk barges. I should like much to-morrow to land my cavalry on 
the opposite shore and discover if possible the present locality of the 
enemy that visited the point last Tuesday. I desire also to visit the 
Switzerland, if not inconsistent with your plans for the movements 
of the brigade. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. Exvet, 
Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portrr, ' 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to senior officer above 
Warrenton, for a vigilant picket service at Vicksburg. 


U.S. Misstsstppr SQuapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Near Vicksburg, June 13, 1863. 
Str: I wish you to keep the strictest lookout at night and see that 
no skiff or boat comes out from Vicksburg or attempts to cross the 
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river. Keep a picket boat (not the tug) out all night up by the canal, 


and ree everything floating on the water that looks suspicious ex- 
amined. 


Very respectfully, 
heck Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Sentor Navan Orricer, 
Above Warrenton. 


P. S.—If any boats attempt to leave Vicksburg, they will keep on 
the opposite shore. Keep your boat near the towhead. 


[Telegram. ] 


Near Vicxspure, June 14, 1863. 
(Received Washington 3:40 p. m., June 19.) 
Sir: The situation of affairs here has altered very little. We are 
still closing on the enemy. General Grant’s position is a safe one, 
though he should have all the troops that can possibly be sent to him. 
We have mounted six heavy navy guns in the rear of Vicksburg and 
can give the army as many as they want. I think the town can’t hold 
out longer than 22d of June. The gunboats and mortars keep up a 
continual fire. a 5 
Very respectfully, 
ei : i Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding the fire of that vessel and troops upon the lower forts. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 16, 1863. 


Sir: I have respectfully to state that last night and this morning 
our troops advancing along the lower range of hills have been skir- 
mishing with the enemy, and this morning opened fire with their 
artillery on the lower forts. I fire at them occasionally. 

TI learned last evening that the prisoner whom I sent over to you 
yesterday stated to Mr. Murray (pilot) that he threw overboard what 
he had in the canoe; that he was not going to be found with anything 
that would condemn him. bec 

I have to request permission to clean boilers; it is forty days since 
they were cleaned. I have 1,500 bushels of coal; lying as we are now, 
we only use about 40 per day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Benton, regarding picket duty. 


U. S. Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 16, 1863. 


Sir: You can let your fires go down about sunset’and have your 
boilers cleaned out. You will also please see that the vessels on picket 
keep a bright lookout. Have two picket boats if necessary, and the 
moment you capture anyone, search him at once before he can throw 
anything overboard, and search their boat. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porrrr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding Benton. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, in view of expected attempt of 
the enemy to escape from Vicksburg by the river. 


U. S. Misstssrppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 16, 1863. 


Sir: Get through with your boilers as soon as you can, and every 
night run up to the canal and drop down again before daylight, show- 
Aa lights. Ten thousand men (rebels) are at Richmond, [La.]. 
I think they are going to attack the point [opposite Vicksburg] and 
hold it while the garrison at Vicksburg crosses over and escapes at 
night. In that case your guns will command the whole point from 
the canal, and if such a movement takes place, go right in amongst 
them and give them grape and canister right and left, fore and aft. 
They have 500 skiffs, ten large yawls, and two coal barges, and the 
escape can be made if they are not looked after. I need not tell you 
the importance of using great vigilance. 

When Johnston attacks our outposts the attempt will be made on 
this side. Keep your picket boats vigilant; it is important that no 
messengers escape from Vicksburg. Caution all the commanding 
officers below in regard to this matter and enjoin them to be strict 
and vigilant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. Grerr, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Benton, below Vicksburg. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louis- 
ville, regarding affairs at Grand Gulf. s 


U. S. S. Loursvite, 
Grand Gulf, Miss., June 16, 1863. 


Sir: IT have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 11th instant. 
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I proposed to corral the negroes on the Louisiana shore, as it is so 
much lower than that at Grand Gulf. Besides, at night, the hills cast 
such a deep shadow over the low ground that nothing can be seen, 
even with the aid of a night glass; whilst on the Louisiana shore the 
white sand makes it comparatively clear. 

A very few indeed have come in, about forty in number. The 
guerrillas pick them up just before getting under cover of our guns. 

I send up by the Price several deserters from the rebel army, 
also the wife of one of them. No transport has been here since the 
13th instant. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
KE. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
s 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding UV. S. S. Benton, to land guns at Warrenton 
for Major-General Herron, U. S. Army. 


U. S. Misstsstppr SquaDRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 17, 1863. 
Sir: You will please land two 32-pounder shell guns with ammuni- 
tion, carriages, and implements complete, at Warrenton for Major- 
General Herron. Send two-thirds 5-second and the rest in 10-second 
and 15-second, equal proportions. Send an officer to command the 
uns. 
: Very respectfully, 
Davi D., Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding Benton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
announcing the occupation by Federal troops of the lower battery. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 17, 1863. 


Str: I have respectfully to report that yesterday afternoon an 
officer from General Herron, who is advancing up toward “ Whist- 
ling Dick,” came on board and informed me that our troops had 
possession of the lower battery, and that they were working toward 
“ Whistling Dick” and a battery inland of it. He states that this 
morning one of the shells from this vessel struck the earthworks of 
the lower battery, throwing dirt on our own men and then, bounding 
on, burst beyond. Fortunately no one was hurt, and I, fearing that 
we might damage our own men, gave orders after the first shot not 
to fire in that direction. I had had no intimation by signal or 
otherwise that the enemy had abandoned that fort, and I claim 
that our fire (having the range so well) must, combined with the 
approach of: our troops, have had something to do with the rebels’ 
leaving. 
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It is now hazardous to fire to the southward of “ Whistling Dick.” 

Last evening signals were made from our forces, apparently to 
this vessel. Having no one on board who understands the system, 
I could not read them. 

Last night we cleaned boilers and now have steam up ready for 
service. 

T omitted to say in my report yesterday that the Price and Mound 
City went down the river on the 15th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, referring to the effect of a 
shot from “ Whistling Dick.” 


U. S. 8. Tuscumsta, 
U. 8. Mississippi Squadron, June 17, 1863. 
Sir: Enclosed* I send you a note just received from Major-General 
Herron. I have informed the general that I have no guns to spare, 
but that I would send his communication to you, and that perhaps 
you might direct Captain Greer to furnish him from the Benton. 
The staff officer who brought the note says that “ Whistling Dick ” 
knocked one of our 10-pound Parrotts about ten rods to the rear 
this morning. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James W. Suirx, 
Liewtenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Portsr, U.S. Navy, 
Comdg. U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General 
Price, regarding expedition to Cole’s Creek and the destruction at Rodney and 
Waterproof.of large numbers of Confederate craft. 


U.S. S. Gexzrat STERLING Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 18, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to report the safe return of the Price after 
an absence of three days, having proceeded down the river below 
Cole’s Creek, stopping at the Carondelet to deliver her ammunition 
and stores. 

Not having sufficient coal for the Mound City to proceed to Natchez, 
deemed it prudent to return from that point. Discovered no evi- 
dences of military occupation at Cole’s Creek, but indications of 
recent work in the clearing of timber there. . 


*Not found. 
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We found the enemy moving from the Mississippi to the Louisiana 
shore large lots of cattle, mules, and negroes. The principal points 
of ferriage were Rodney and Waterproof, at which places alone we 
destroyed some forty flats, boats, and skiffs. Altogether between 
sixty and seventy barges, skiffs, and boats were destroyed. 

We found mules, horses, and wagons in abundance, but in conse- 
quence of the present state of high banks of the river the work in 
getting them on board was attended with much labor and delay. 

I have brought with me 21 mules, 4 horses, and 12 wagons and carts, 
but was unable to procure harness. Any number of mules and wagons 
can be obtained within 40 miles of this place should you desire more. 

We have a band of upward of 50 animals now collected under the 
eye of Captain Murphy, abreast of the Carondelet anchorage, where 
they can be quickly procured. 

We have brought with us forage enough to last ten days for the 
animals we have. 

I bring from the Louisville 4 prisoners and a woman and request 
to know what disposition shall be made of them. Captain Owen’s 
report will explain who and what they are. 

The Mound City I left some 10 miles below here, crawling slowly 
up, burning rails in order to save what little coal she had. 

As soon as she comes to hand I will dispatch her to take up her 
former position ahead of the Benton. 

We heard repeated rumors of the enemy being in the vicinity of 
Point Pleasant and St. Joseph, consisting of Harrison’s command of 
800 men, but we saw nothing of them. 

At Point Pleasant they were reported as being within one-half mile 
of our gunboats, where we were embarking some wagons and mules 
stolen from Camp Perkins. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Setim E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding the mcvement 
of couriers from Vicksburg at night. 


U.S. 8. Loursvit1e, 
Grand Gulf, Miss., June 18, 1863. 

Sir: I have just been informed by a Mr. J. C. B. Ward, who has 
protection papers and a copy of the-oath of allegiance taken by him, 
that couriers, of whom he has seen several, leave Vicksburg at night 
by drifting down past the left of our lines in small skiffs. He says 
they report being on one-fourth rations. I send by the Price the 4 
prisoners. The Price brought up from below, and landed here, a lot 
of negroes, which makes the number now here about 120 men, women, 
and children. They have nothing to live upon, nor is there anything 
in the neighborhood for them to get. I sent out a foraging party of 
40 men and nothing was to be had. The guerrillas and jayhawkers 
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have driven everything off. What the negroes are to do, I can not 
imagine. I greatly fear I will be forced to supply them. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Comgnander, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding the landing of a 
gun at Warrenton for use of General Herron, U. 8S. Army. 


U. S. 8. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 18, 1863. 
Sir: I have respectfully to report that in obedience to your orders 
of yesterday I went to Warrenton and landed, for the use of Major- 
General Herron’s division, two 32-pounders, with ammunition and 
equipment complete. 
Enclosed I send a receipt for the articles landed. I detailed Acting 
Master J. F. Reed to accompany the guns. 
I have returned to my old anchorage under the towhead. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding UV. §S. S. 
Tuscumbia, regarding engagement between picket boat and Confederate 
pickets. 

U.S. S. Tuscumsia, 
U.S. Mississippi Squadron, June 18, 1863—4 a. m. 

Sir: The Benton went down last night just before dark to War- 
renton to land some guns for the army. 

In her absence I sent a boat with orders to go to the head of the 
towhead on picket duty. Before she had gone two-thirds of the 
way up the island she was hailed and ordered to land. The officer 
in command of the boat, Acting Master James Marshall, asked 
“Whose pickets are you?” and was answered, “ General Pember- 
ton’s.” He immediately headed out into the river, when about 
thirty shots were fired at him, one of which wounded John C. Wil- 
son (captain after guard), causing the loss of his right eye. The 
firing was replied to from the boat with spirit, but of course we do 
not know with what result. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James W. Suirx, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, ; 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, regarding signal officer sent to that vessel. 


U. S. Misstsstprr SQuapRoN, 
, Flagship Black Hawk, June 18, 1863. 
Sir: I will send you a signal officer in order that you may be able 
to communicate with the army at all times, night or day. You will 
please so inform the army forces opposite you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviv D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding U.S. 8S. Benton. 


Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, transmitting 
report regarding the placing and operating of a gun opposite Vicksburg for 
the destruction of the foundry, June 19-July 3, 1863. 


Heapquarters Missrissrppr Marine Bricape, 
Flagship Autocrat, Young’s Point, July 9, 1863. 

ApmiraL: I have the honor to enclose a report from Captain 
Groshon, respecting the operations of the 20-pound Parrott gun 
placed on the point opposite Vicksburg by my order and worked by 
himself, for the purpose of destroying the steam foundry operating 
in that city. 

I am glad to be able to inform you that the gun accomplished all 
for which it was intended. The work at the foundry was stopped, 
the boiler having been, exploded by a shot, and considerable damage 
was done to that and other buildings. 

I can not refrain in this connection from calling your attention to 
the merit of this undertaking. To erect a battery in the very face 
of such frownifig forts as protected the river front of Vicksburg, 
to fire it continually for the space of ten days, in open view, in de- 
fiance of the concentrated discharge of all the enemy’s guns, and this 
without the slightest injury to a single person engaged, and with 
the most complete results as to the object for which it was intended, 
renders those worthy of special mention who so faithfully discharged 
that duty. : 3 : 

The fort was erected and the gun put in position by Lieutenant- 
Colonel George E. Currie, aided by First Master Samuel Hendricks, 
with the soldiers from the steamer Adams, of this command. é 

The gun was commanded and sighted by Captain Groshon in 
person. j 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Aurrep W. ELLet, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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[Enclosure. ] 


Heapquarters, Forr Apams, July 5, 1563. 

Sir: In compliance with your request I submit the following 
report: 

‘ean order to Lieutenant-Colonel George. E. Currie, to plant the 
20-pounder Parrott gun “(belonging to the steamer B. J. Adams) 
on the point opposite the foundry in Vicksburg, to reduce said 
foundry, was commenced on the night of the 19th of June. As soon 
as it was sufficiently dark, Lieutenant-Colonel Currie, in company 
with Captain Oscar F. Brown, First Battalion Cavalry, Mississippi 
Marine Brigade; Captain Hewes, Company C; Captain Fisher, Com- 
pany E; Companies F and K, First Infantry, Mississippi Marine 
Brigade, repaired to the place selected by him to plant the gun. 
Adter four days and nights’ hard work, with the assistance of Masters 
Hendricks and Malbon, of the Autocrat and Adams, we succeeded in 
building a casemated fort within a mile of the city of Vicksburg on 
the opposite side of the river, covering it with one thickness of rail- 
road iron, deeming it sufficient protection for both men and gun. 

On the morning of the 23d of June, at 9 a. m., I opened fire on 
the city; fired 5 rounds. The enemy responded promptly, returning 
17 rounds from five different guns, 32, 64, and 128 pounders. Al- 
though there was no damage done to the fort it was thought best to 
strengthen the work by adding one more thickness of railroad iron, 
which made it sufficiently strong to withstand the heaviest fire 
imaginable. : 

On the 24th I fired 7 rounds. The enemy returned 18 rounds. The 
fort was struck once, but the majority of the shots were too high; 
these shots came principally from two 128-pounders. No damage 
done yet. I fired 20 rounds on the 25th, all of which were directed 
at the foundry and machine shop, the effects of which accomplished 
the desired object. The enemy returned but 6.rounds, doing no dam- 
age whatever. On the 26th I fired 8 rounds at different buildings in 
the city. The enemy returned 13 rounds; no damage done. On the 
27th I fired 28 rounds. This day I suppose the shots had but litle 
or no effect, or else the enemy thought it impossible té silence the gun, 
as they did not return the fire at all. On the 28th I fired 7 rounds, 
the enemy returning 64 rounds. They had by this time got perfect 
range of the fort and struck it three times during the day’s firing. 
The damage done was but slight and was easily repaired. I fired but 
2 rounds on the 29th the enemy returning 15 rounds. ‘They still kept 
the range and seemed to strike the fort at their pleasure; 4 shots 
struck the fort, doing no damage to it, but the shots cut in pieces 
railroad iron and ties that were lying in front and on top of the fort, 
also tearing up the ground in every direction, rendering it unsafe for 
the men to venture outside of the fort, as it appeared the enemy could 
see all our movements and would fire the moment a man exposed him- 
self outside. No material damage was sustained. I did no firing on 
the 30th of June and Ist of July as the fleet moved up the river to 
Goodrich’s Landing and took part in an engagement near that place. 
On the 2d I fired 7 rounds; the enemy made no reply. The 3d and 
last day I fired 14 rounds, 6 of which I directed at Sky Parlor (which 
was used by the enemy for a lookout). They did not seem to like it 
and tried their best to silence the gun by firing 90 shots at the fort, 6 
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of which struck it, knocking off railroad ties and tearing up the 
ground 6n top of and about the fort. No damage done to the fort 
whatever. At 6 o’clock p. m. orders came “ to cease firing as the city 
was about to be surrendered.” 

Before concluding this report I would say greag credit is due to 
both officers and men of the companies herein mentioned for the work 
done and the spirit manifested in the building of the fort. Since the 
surrender of the city I have learned from the foreman of the foundry 
that 14 shots struck the foundry and machine shop, 2 of which pene- 
trated the boilers rendering them useless for further operations. The 
machine shop was also badly damaged by the shots. The 6 shots 
thrown at Sky Parlor had good effect, killing 2 men and doing con- 
siderable damage otherwise, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Tuos. C. Groston, 
Capt. Co. F, 1st Inf., Miss. Marine Brigade, Comdg. Fort Adams. 


Brigadier-General A. W. Etter, 
Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, endorsing the officer in 
command of gun which accomplished the destruction of the foundry in Vicks- 
burg. 


U. S. Misstsstpp1r Squapron, FiacsnHip Biack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 20, 1863. 
Sir: I ferwarded by last mail, which should have been accom- 
»panied with this letter, a report of General Ellet in relation to a 
battery of small guns placed opposite Vicksburg, which is said to 
have annoyed the enemy very much. ae 
I think I can approve all that General Ellet has said in relation 
to the officer in charge of it. It certainly stopped the work in the 
foundry and prevented the rebels from casting cannon balls, at which 
they were busily engaged. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, regarding the 
opening of fire upon the foundry in Vicksburg. 


Heapquarrers Mississippt Marine Bricape, 
Flagship Autocrat, Above Vicksburg, June 24, 1863. 

ApmirAu: I have just returned from the point opposite Vicksburg. 
The 20-pound Parrott gun, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
George E. Currie, opened this morning upon the enemy’s foundry, it 
is thought, with good effect. The first shot elicited 3 in reply, the 
second 4, the third 6, the fourth 8, and the fifth was followed by a 
continued fire from a great many pieces. In all, the enemy up to 10 
o’clock had fired at this gun alone 74 shots. 
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The navy Dahlgren, under Lieutenant Nichols, was also occasion- 
ally fired to divert attention, and came in also for the enemy’s favors, 
having received some 26 or 27 shots. 

The enemy are thoroughly aroused. Every gun is manned that I 
could see, and aj] the evidence goes to show that we had reached 
some tender spot, of which the enemy are particularly watchful. _ 

Your mortars are doing good work this morning. Every shell is 
thrown into the city, or bursts immediately over it. But few people 
can be seen moving about. ° j 

My cavalry marched this morning with two days’ rations; two 
companies by way of Young’s Point, the other ten by way of the 
Warrenton road, to form a junction at Richmond, and then proceed 
as far as possible toward Delhi until they can obtain some informa- 
tion of the rebel, Kirby Smith, and his forces. 

My officers at the point advised me of heavy firing in rear of Vicks- 
burg last night, with volleys of musketry very rapid. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. ELLet, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, in case of any movement or attempted crossing of the 
river. 

U.S. Misstssterr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 19, 1863. 
Sir: If you can not find a place to tie up above the canal, tie up 
at your old anchorage and ‘be ready to move up in case there is any 
movement or attempt of troops to cross over. Keep your lookout 
boat on the alert, and do not let them get too close to the enemy’s 
pickets. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. GREER, 
Commanding U. S. S. Benton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, 
regarding the night movements of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 19, 1863. 
Sir: I have respectfully to report that last night I ran up to the 
canal. Being unable to find an anchorage or a good place to tie up 
to, I kept underway and in the stream all night. Just before day- 
light I returned to my old anchorage. From this place I can run to 
the canal in about twenty minutes. 
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I have sent two captains of guns to General Herron’s division. 
There is a Federal signal station on the hills abreast of us. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
; Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. §. S. 
Tuscumbia, regarding an attack upon boat’s crew of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Tuscumera, 
U.S. Mississippi Squadron, June 19, 1863. 

Str: In answer to yours of the 19th, I have the honor to report 
that my boat’s crew was fired upon from the island; they were on the 
Louisiana side. 

I do not think the rebels make a practice of going there, but upon 
the night in question-they took advantage of the absence of the 
Benton. I will, however, fire a shrapnel from one of our XI-inch 
guns occasionally into the island. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient ‘servant, 
James W. Suirk, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U. S. Miss. Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General 
Price, transmitting request from commissary department for transportation of 
supplies. 

7 U.S. S. Genera Srertine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 19, 1863. 

Str: Enclosed I send you two communications received from the 
army. I have dispatched the tug, with instructions to Captain 
Wilson to stop at Warrenton until further orders. 

The Price is busily engaged in getting her live stock, wagons, etc., 
on shore and organizing teams and drivers for the same. If there 
can be procured from the quartermaster’s department at Young’s 
Point twenty sets of harness complete, I can immediately start four 
wagons hauling supplies. Some provision must be made for procur- 
ing fodder to feed this stock. 

I am, yours, truly, Setim E. Woopworty, 
Commander, Commanding Price. .« 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter. 


(Enclosure. ] 


Orrice or Cuter Commissary, ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Warrenton, [Miss.|, June 19, 1863. 


If you are not using that flatboat under your control, could I have 
the use of it to transport commissary stores across the river until 
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such time as you may need it again? It would be a great favor to 
this department, as we are very short of transportation and have to 
cross a large supply of stores within the coming week. If you will 
let us use it and will advise me, I will have it sent for immediately. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. Lirtieton, 
Captain and Commissary Subsistence. 


CoMMANDING OFFICER GENERAL PRICE. 


Letter from Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding shells from the mortars falling within Federal lines. 


Heapquarters, Lerr Division, 
Near Vicksburg, June 21, 1863. 
ApmiraL: Permit me to introduce Major L. J. Barnes, who visits 
you at my request, to point out the location of our lower works, some 
shells from the mortars having been thrown into the lines by mis- 
take. Your 32-pounders we have mounted, and they are doing good 
work. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
¥F. J. Herron, 
Major-General. 


Admiral D. D. Porter, Commanding. 
af 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General 
Price, acknowledging order to prepare for a general bombardment. 


U.S. S. Pricer, 
Below Vicksburg, June 20, 1863. 
Str: Your order * to move up with all the gunboats here, to en- 
filade the batteries that are in advance of our forces, has just come to 
hand, 3:30 a. m. 
I shall endeavor to comply with your order as far as practicable. 
-” As soon as possible I will dispatch the tug to Warrenton for the 
Mound City, but fear she will not have coal sufficient to be of any use. 
I have sent to the 7’uscumbia to ascertain if she is able to move. 
Captain Shirk reports not a pound of coal to move his vessel, so can 
not go up. “Aig 
The Price will start as soon as we can get up steam, say by 6 a. m.; 
have but coal, however, sufficient to last us about two hours. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Setrm E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer. 
a 
* Not found. 
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Order of Commander Woodworth, U. S: Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, 
U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Benton, transmitting order for a general - 
bombardment. 


U.S. S. Generat Srertine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 30 [20?], 1863. 
_ Str: You will proceed to comply with the enclosed order * by tak- 
ing at once a position and engaging the mentioned batteries. 
The Price and Mound City will be along as soon as possible. 
Very respectfully, . 
Setia E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
* Commanding Benton. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding cooperation in a 
general bombardment, transmitting reports of commanding officers of vessels. 


No. 69.] U.S. Mississrpp1 Squapron, Fiacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, June 20, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I received a notification 
from General Grant last night, at 12 o’clock, that he intended to open 
a general bombardment on the city at 4 a. m., and continue it until 
10 o’clock. 

I sent word to Commander Woodworth at the lower fleet to move 
up with all the vessels below and attack at the time specified. 

Giving Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay charge of a 100-pounder 
rifle, a 10-inch and a 9-inch gun (fitted on scows), I placed them 
after midnight close to the point opposite Vicksburg, protected by 
the bank. 

At the time specified, all our shore batteries opened, also the guns 
on the scows, and the mortars. A little later the gunboats also 
opened and kept up a heavy fire, advancing all the time and throw- 
ing shells into all the batteries along the hills and near the city. 

There was no response whatever; the batteries were all deserted. 
At 10 o’clock the vessels ceased firing, as did the scows, and mortars 
also. The only demonstration made by the rebels from the water 
front was a brisk fire of heavy guns from the upper batteries on two 
12-pounder rifled howitzers that were planted on the Louisiana side 
by General Ellet’s Marine Brigade, which has much annoyed the 
enemy for two or three days, and prevented them from getting water. 

T enclose you the reports of the commanders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


* Not found. 
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{Enclosure. ] 


U. S. S. Srertine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 20. 


Sir: Agreeable to your instructions contained in your order of this 
morning, proceeded with the Mound City to the point designated, but 
was unable to open fire on account of the hazy atmosphere which 
hung over the Vicksburg shore, completely hiding it from view. 

After 7 o’clock, was able to distinguish somewhat the location of 
the batteries. Opened fire on “ Whistling Dick” battery, which was 
soon silenced ; it fired twice, but not in our direction. We also bom- 
barded the other hill batteries as far up as the Hospital Battery, 
driving everyone from them, so much that not a single gun was fired 
after the silencing of “ Whistling Dick.” 

We also shelled the lower line of works of the enemy, running from 
the water to the crest of the hill, until there was no longer an 
appearance of an enemy to fire at. 

Our army batteries ceased firing about 10 a. m.; we continued to 
fire at intervals until 11 a. m., whenever the sign of an enemy would 
make its appearance within our range. ; 

About the time we were retiring from action, a rifle gun from the 
other side of Young’s Point commenced firing at a battery occupied 
by General Herron’s command, from which was flying an American 
flag. Sent a courier across the point to notify them of the fact. 

Having been engaged for three and one-half hours, and General 
Grant’s lines being perfectly silent, we retired from action, leaving 
the Benton in her old position at the head of the towhead, and will 
send the Mound City back to Warrenton as soon as I obtain Captain 
Wilson’s report. 

Enclosed, I forward the reports of Captains Greer and Wilson, 
containing expenditure of ammunition, together with the gunner’s 
report of this vessel. 

The Zuscumbia, Mound City, and Price are destitute of fuel, the 
Mound City having barely sufficient to take her back to her position, 
but she will cut wood enough to prepare herself for any brief emer- 
gency; the Price likewise. 

As soon as the harness comes to hand, will be prepared to send 
teams for supplies for this lower fleet. 

Very respectfully, your .obedient servant, 
Serim E. Woopworrn, 
: Commanding Price. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr,. 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Subenclosures. ] 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Below Vicksburg, June 20, 1863. 
Str: I have respectfully to report that, in obedience to your order 
of this date, this vessel got underway at 5:40 a. m. and stood up to 
the canal. It was so thick and hazy that I could not see the batteries 
or any landmarks. I threw a few shells into the woods to the north- 
ward of “ Whistling Dick.” At 8:30 it cleared away a little and I 
fired at “ Whistling Dick” and a little to the northward of it, also 
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at some cattle which I saw on the lowlands. Whilst lying above the 
canal, a rifle gun from over the point fired, its shell bursting in the 
neighborhood of the position held by our troops. Seeing a soldier 
on horseback on the bank, I ran in and sent him over to the officer 
commanding the rifle, to state where the shells were falling. We 
were not fired on, although in good range of “ Whistling Dick” for 
a long time. 

We fired five 9-inch 15-second shell and seventeen 10-second 9-inch 
shell. At 10:55 stood down river to our old anchorage. I have also 
to report that last night I received a letter from Major General Her- 
ron, asking for some more ammunition for the 32-pounders, which he 
has belonging to this vessel. I supplied him with all I could spare. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Commander S. E. Woopworrn, 
Senior Officer Below Vicksburg. 


U. S. Gunsoat Mounp Crry, 
Below Vicksburg, June 20, 1863. 

Str: In obedience to your orders of this date, I got underway at 
Warrenton at 5 a. m. and proceeded up the river with all dispatch 
to join in the attack on the hill batteries. 

About 7 a. m. I joined the Benton at the mouth of the canal. 

We were obliged to le there some time, owing to the intense fog 
which hung over the hills, and it was not till 7:35 that we were 
enabled to throw a shell with any certainty. 

I continued to fire as the batteries came in sight till 10 a. m., when 
the signal to cease firing was made. 

We continued up the river about a half a mile above the canal, 
and at 11 returned down to our anchorage. Strange to say, during 
all this time we received no response. 

We expended thirty-five 15-second 9-inch shell; five 15-second 
80-pounder rifle shell; four percussion Dahlgren shell. 

, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Byron Wison, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Commander Sertim E. Woopworrn, 
Senior Naval Officer Present. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding the possible escape of the enemy by way of the river, 
and measures of prevention. 


Near Vicxssure, Miss., June 21, 1863. 


ApmiraL: Information received from Vicksburg last night con- 
firms your theory of the probable method Pemberton will take for 
escaping in the last extremity. One of our pickets and one of the 
enemy, by mutual consent, laid down their arms, met halfway, and 
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had a long conversation. The rebel said that our cannonading killed 
and wounded a great many in the rifle pits; otherwise did no great 
damage. They fully counted upon an assault as being intended and 
were prepared for it. Finding that no assault was made, the feeling 
of the troops were canvassed to see if they could be got out to 
attack the Yankees. They not only declined this, but those on the 
right (our left) almost mutinied because their officers would not 
surrender. They were only reassured and persuaded to continue on 
duty by being told that they had provisions enough on hand to last 
seven days. In that time they would have 2,000 boats finished, and 
they could make their escape by the river. The rebel said they were 
tearing down houses to get the materials out of which to build boats. 

I will direct General Mower to keep a strong picket in the river in 
front of Vicksburg at night; to place his battery behind the levees 
or hold it in some good position, to be used if an attempt should be 
made to escape in that way. If possible, fix up material to light and 
illuminate the river, should a large number of boats attempt to cross. 
T will direct General Mower to call on you and consult as to the best 
plan for defeating this method of escape. You will find General 
Mower an intelligent and gallant officer, capable of carrying out any 
plan that may be adopted. 

U. S. Grant. 
“Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Instructions of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S- Navy, to Commander Wood- 
worth, U. S. Navy, in case of the attempt of the enemy to escape by the river. 


U. S. Misstssrprr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 21, 1863. 

Sir: As soon as you get in coal sufficient to move, I want you to 
place the vessels up by the canal out of gunshot, ready to move at 
night at a moment’s notice. 

From all I can learn the rebels are getting all their boats ready 
for some enterprise. What it is, I can not see, though I can con- 
jecture; it may be to attempt a boarding of some of the vessels; it 
may be to get possession of the point [opposite Vicksburg], or to 
make their escape down the river. The soldiers are all engaged in 
making oars and paddles. 

It is supposed that the rebel army of 12,000 men near here are 
to cooperate when the time comes with the garrison and try and 
get possession of this point, which, if they know how to operate, 
they can easily do. You will therefore divide out the coal as it 
comes over, letting all the vessels have an equal share until they 
have enough to operate with. General Grant has promised me 50 
wagons, and said they would be over to-day. In the meantime get 
what wood you can in case of accidents. 

General Ellet will have some guns down on the levee in front of 
the town, and the rest of the brigade will be stationed along the 
canal to prevent the rebels breaking through in that way, or the 
12,000 men from coming*in that way, which they can not do with 
a vessel lying at the canal. 
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If the rebels start down in their skiffs, the current will drift them 
to about abreast of the houses where the mortars laid, and they will 
land there. In that case the vessels must push up amidst them, run 
over them, fire grape and canister and destroy all they can, looking 
out that they are not boarded. 

General Ellet will be on picket nearly up to the point, and you 
will supply him with rockets and have an understanding with him in 
relation to signals, arranging between yourselves what rockets are 
to be sent up in case of any move on the part of the enemy. You 
had better send up a few now and then and exchange signals to 
worry the enemy, and let them know that we are on the alert. Supply 
the officer commanding. the troops of the brigade (that are stationed ° 
along the canal) with rockets also, having a complete understanding 
with him in what direction you will fire, so as not to be firing into 
his ranks. 

After dark send the tug up above the vessels far enough to keep 
a good lookout, with signals all ready to notify you if there is any 
move. Have her fieldpiece on her securely fitted, with plenty of 
grape and canister on board, and a good armed crew in her to work 
the gun and fire musketry. She can be made serviceable in running 
down light boats, for which purpose she must, when called on, carry 
a good head of steam. If you have any hand grenades, serve some 
out to her. You must have a signal gun or guns fired, that we may 
know over here that the enemy are slipping out. The batteries will 
likely be destroyed before the enemy leave Vicksburg, and our vessels 
must not take them into consideration at all; by running close up to 
them and keeping under the bank they can pour in their fire upon 
the boats without danger to themselves. Let the boats have a coun- 
tersign every night, which you will be particular to furnish to the 
pickets on shore, all along the front, and to the other forces along 
the bank. Let the boat that accompanies the tug go up as high as 
she can safely go with muffled oars and good night glass, and keep 
a good lookout for the center of the town; there is where a move will 
likely be made from. If the boat sees anything of importance, let 
her go down to the tug and report, when the tug will examine into 
the matter and make signal if necessary. Let the vessels be well 
greased and all precautions taken against boarding. The rebels are 
desperate and would like to wipe [out] their disgrace by something 
brilliant. Show no lights at night, strike no bells, and never let the 
tug show any lights. 

Respectfully, yours, Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

Commander S. E. Woopworrn, 

Commanding U.S. 8S. General Price. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, acknowledging orders in view of 
the probable evacuation of Vicksburg. 


U.S. 8. Genran Srertinc Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 21, 1863. 
Sir: In reply to your communication of to-day concerning the 
probable evacuation of Vicksburg, and necessary precautions to be 
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observed, I have to state that to-morrow morning I shall go up in the 
tug and make reconnoissance for the most eligible position for our 
station; same time explore the road and confer with the commanding 
officer of the Marine Brigade, to arrange upon a code of signals to 
meet emergencies. 

I will have all these boats at the point we select above here for our 
station by to-morrow night, as we have fuel sufficient to accomplish 
that; so you need not send any coal to this point. 

Is it your wish that Mr. Germain remove all his effects to the sta- 
tion above? 

I have already made arrangements with the two men you sent over 
-here to haul their wood to an accessible point on the levee, and pre- 
sume they are now employed in so doing. 

We shall need the coal as soon as it possibly can be sent to us at 
the new station. 

Having run out of rockets, I have directed the gunner to go over 
early in the morning and procure a supply. 

Shall the Mound City go up with us to the point above ? 

Is the ram Switzerland to cooperate with our vessels? 

I am much in need of officers and men, having a great many sick, 
2 of the men having died but a few days since, and altogether there 
are only 20 white men fit for duty. 

I will advise you at the earliest moment after the reconnoissance 
of to-morrow of the station selected, condition and course of road, 
and the result of our plans. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Sexrim E. Woopworrts, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, giving position of gunboats for 
the night and transmitting signal instructions for Colonel Ellet. 


U. S. S. Genera Sterurne Price, 
Upper Landing, Below Vicksburg, June 22, 1863. 

Sir: Your two communications for the Zuscumbia and Carondelet 
have been received, and your instructions obeyed. 

The Z'uscumbia, as soon as she received on board the ammunition 
for army use, proceeded to the position assigned her, off Warrenton. 

Your communication to Captain Murphy was delivered to the com- 
manding officer at Warrenton, to be sent to the transport. 

Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter directed to Colonel Ellet, 
not being able to see him in person this afternoon. 

The following is the position of the gunboats for the night, viz: 

The Benton is anchored at the head, and near the island. 

The Mound City, immediately abeam of the Benton, and halfway 
between her and the shore. 

The Price, abeam of the Mound City, alongside of a barge, tied up 
to the bank. 

The ram Switzerland is still lying at the landing below, coaling. 


By to-morrow night she will have a position assigned her, abreast of 
the Price. 
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_ The tug, with 12 men, lying at the bank, abreast of the first heavy 
timber above the canal. The picket boat ahead of the tug, opposite 
the town. 

Your instructions in every particular have been carried out, as far 
as the time and available means at hand would enable me to do. 

By to-morrow night everything will be perfected, the road opened, 
anda quantity of wood on hand, sufficient for any emergencies. 

As soon as the harness comes to hand, I will dispatch a number of 
Hae teams to the other side for whatever supplies you may have to 
send us. 

The 8 men you sent me are of great assistance, as I had but 12 
white men on duty when they came to hand. 

I shall have a large force of contrabands to work to-morrow, cut- 
ting wood and working on the road. 

Please send the next coal that comes over to this point, as I have 
two barges ready to receive it direct from the wagons, so that the 
gunboats can coal at their convenience throughout the day. 

Besides the signals agreed upon between Colonel Ellet and myself, 
[by]sany firing of big guns by the gunboats at this place, you may 
know that the enemy are either making an attempt to escape in force 
or attacking us. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Setim E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Genrrat STERLING PRIcE, 
Upper Landing, Below Vicksburg, June 22, 1863. 

Sir: The gunboats Benton, Mound City, and Price have removed 
to this point for the purpose of cooperating with the Marine Brigade. 

It will therefore be necessary that some system of signals be agreed 
upon. 

i have arranged the following, viz: 

Red rocket, fired in the direction of the enemy, means land attack. 

Blue rocket, fired in the direction of the enemy, means water attack. 

White rocket, fired perpendicular, means preparatory. 

I send you the rockets wherewith to make the signals. A further 
supply can be obtained at any time by sending to the Price. 

A countersign will also be necessary for both the shore pickets 
and those afloat. The officer bearing this communication will com- 
municate the countersign for to-night; hereafter they will be ar- 
ranged by a personal interview. j ; 

The officer will also explain our system of night pickets. Please 
inform me through the bearer of any of your plans for the night, 
that my arrangements may not conflict with them. 

At any hour you may assign for an interview to-morrow, to make 
arrangements for future cooperations, [you] will be punctually met. 

-Very respectfully, 
Sretim E. WoopwortH, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Colonel Extxt, Marine Brigade. 


90 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS, 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. Ss. S. Tus- 
cumbia, regarding expected departure for Warrenton, Miss. 


U. S. S. Tuscumsra, 
U.S. Mississippi Squadron, June 22, 1563. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have got the last hog 
chain that parted up again, and a strain upon it. I have'also about 
150 bushels of coal that I obtained from the barge that was sunk in 
the crevasse. 

T will leave here for Warrenton as soon as the ammunition you 
speak of arrives. I can, I think, go without any help from the Price 
and Switzerland, but I will not be able to keep up steam. 

I still have a couple of prisoners brought up from below by the 
Price. Shall I send them over to you? One of them was sent up by 
Captain Walke. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


James W. Suirk, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Comdg. U. S. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, regarding expected attack by General Johnston, C. S. Army. 


Near Vicxssure, Miss., June 22, 1863. 

There is every indication of Joe Johnston making an attack within 
the next forty-eight hours. I have given all the necessary orders to 
meet him some 25 miles out, Sherman commanding. As Johnston 
undoubtedly communicates with the garrison at Vicksburg and the 
troops west of the Mississippi, there is probably an understanding by 
which there may be a simultaneous attack upon Young’s Point, our 
lines here, and by Johnston on the outside. I will direct General 
Dennis to be vigilant, and not allow the enemy to approach without 
timely notice to his troops. Milliken’s Bend, in such case, may come 
in for a visit also. I would think it advisable, therefore, to keep one 
gunboat there. My hands will be very full here in case of an attack. 
I will direct General Dennis, therefore, to consult with you in all 
matters relating to defenses on the west side of the river. 


U.S. Grant. 
Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


(Telegram. ] 


Near Vicxspure, Miss., June 22, 1863. 
There is some probability of an attack here by Joe Johnston within 
the next twenty-four or forty-eight hours. In such case an attack 
upon you is not at all impossible. You will therefore exercise un- 
usual vigilance in your preparations to receive an attack. Keep 
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your cavalry out as far as possible to report any movement of the 
enemy, and confer with Admiral Porter, that there may be una- 


nimity in your action. 
yes: F U. S. Grant. 
Brigadier-General E. S. Dennis, 
Commanding District of Northeastern Louisiana. 


Special order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, in view of the expected 
escape of the enemy by way of the river. 


U.S. Misstsstper SQuapDRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 23, 1863. 

The enemy are, about to evacuate Vicksburg in front in boats, while 
a force of 12,000 rebels attempt to take possession of the point oppo- 
site the city and Joe Johnston attacks the rear of the army at Vicks- 
burg. The gunboats and Switzerland will move up to the canal, 
ready at.night to steam up, and if the enemy attempt to cross over, 
push in amongst the boats and destroy them and all in them; there 
will be no time to pick any one up. The lower gunboats will confine 
their fire to the river and the banks on the Vicksburg side, for fear 
of injuring our troops, who will be down at the point in force. In 
case our troops are driven back, they will fall back on the levee, 
where the 30-pounder battery was; and if, at night, will send up 
rockets, when our lower vessels will open fire on the roads and to the 
left of the woods, but. to the right of the levee. Tar barrels will be 
prepared by the vessels to light up the levee from the houses where 
the mortars were last year to a little below the canal. A_ perfect 
understanding must be had with the officers of the Marine Brigade, 
that the commanders may know their exact position in the woods. 
The Rattler will remain at Milliken’s Bend and be prepared to cover 
our troops there, the captain going on shore and making himself 
acquainted with the localities. He will place what vessels I send up 
there to enfilade the enemy as he approaches and attacks. The 
Argosy will hold herself in readiness to go to Milliken’s Bend or other 
place, as she may be wanted. The J/anitow will drop down abreast 
of the Black Hawk, lying near the Louisiana side, with all her port 
guns run out and one bow gun. The Lewington and Choctaw will 
be ready to drop down at a moment’s notice where the mortar boats 
are, and be prepared to fire in the direction of Vicksburg to cut up 
the enemy as he comes across the land, or to take position above.the 
canal to cut off the rebels that may come from Richmond, [La.]. The 
Great Western will haul out in the stream at her usual place and be 
prepared to fire shells over the tents 900 yards to the rear. The Red 
Rover will take position a little above Young’s Point, and be pre- 
pared to fire shells 1,400 yards to the rear of that point. Lieutenant- 
Commander Breese will see that crews are provided from the dif- 
ferent vessels for the two scows with guns, and will have a tug along- 
side of each one at night ready to drop them out in the middle of 
the stream or near the side we are on, when they will let go their 
anchors and commence firing shells toward Vicksburg. No one, 
however, on this side is to fire until I burn two Coston signals 
(preparatory) and send up a rocket. In the daytime I will make 
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signals or send orders. One officer must watch our troops, and not 
fire in their direction. The tugs with the fieldpieces (7histle and 
Hyacinth) will be prepared to act as directed and keep near the flag- 
ship. The tug with Captain Woodworth will be well employed in 
running down boats and will pick up no one, nor let a boat approach 
her without running it down and firing her fieldpiece into it. She 
will be provided with a crew to work the gun. The river will be 
lighted with bonfires all along and*those who have charge of this 
duty must see that it is well performed. If there are no mortar 
shells by to-morrow night, the men will be transferred to the gun 
scows and work the guns under directions of Ensign Miller. 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, referring to the raising of the 
U. 8. 8. Indianola and the escape from Vicksburg of two men bearing 
dispatches. 


U.S. Gunzoat CaroNnDELET, 
Grand Gulf, June 23, 1863. 
. ApmiraL: The Arizona affords me an opportunity to answer your 
dispatch. 

I convoyed the Forest Queen to this point and turned her over to 
epee Owen, of the Zowisville, and am now on my way back to 
Palmyra Island, at which place I left Mr. [Oliver] Donaldson with 
a small guard. Captain Brown must certainly be mistaken as to the 
leaks in the stern. There are no leaks in the vessel- (/ndianola) ex- 
cept those which arose from severing the pipes in her bottom. With 
timber to block her up, she could be got off on this rise, by launching 
her broadside into the slough. This would be an expensive job and 
require a heavy force with tackling, jack-screws, etc., which I have 
not. 

In my last letter I informed you that I had about 40 negroes at 
work. I find here some 50 or more able-bodied men, whom I have 
taken the responsibility of receiving on board the Carondelet to aid 
those already employed. Their wives and families will go up in the 
Forest Queen. With this additional force I can accomplish what I 
have undertaken. 

I find in the coal bunkers of the 7ndianola about 1,000 bushels of 
coal in good order. If I had a small cavalry force I could guard 
against any surprise effectually. On Saturday I picked up a skiff 
with muffled oars, and on Sunday I learned that two persons had 
escaped the vigilance of the lookouts at Vicksburg, landed on the bar 
above Lovell’s plantation, and after obtaining mules from Jeff 
Davis’s place, struck out for the Big Black. From all I could learn 
they were conveying dispatches. The information of them reached 
me too late to intercept them. 

IT shall return at once to my station, stopping, however, on my way 
up at Hard Times Landing to rebury the poor fellows who were 
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killed at Grand Gulf. The bank has caved in, and the coffins have 
tumbled out. It is a sad sight, and humanity and respect for our 
fallen comrades demand this duty. 

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 


JoHN McLreop Mureny, 
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding U.S. Mississippi Squadron, ete. 


The coal barge opposite James’s is completely submerged. But the 
Indianola can furnish sufficient. But I ought to have a lot of sand 
bags to facilitate its transportation, etc. I have on board (counting 
out what I shall use to-day) 900 bushels. 

J. McL. M. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louis- 
ville, regarding dispatches from Admiral Farragut, and proposed departure 
for Bruinsburg. - 


U.S. S. Loutsviiie, 
Grand Gulf, Miss., June 23, 1863. 

Srr: Owing to the unexpected leak in the bread room, some 600 
pounds of bread have been destroyed. Some beef and flour have 
also turned out badly, cutting our provisions down very much. I 
have the honor to forward paymaster’s requisitions for a two months’ 
supply. We have three weeks’ bread and one month’s supply of 
everything else. 

No more contrabands come in. One hundred and twenty-five are 
all that remain here now. They have used none of our supplies yet, 
as I gave them small boats and let them forage for indent ae 
[Wirt] Adams’ cavalry, at Port Gibson, are the only forces, near 
here. I have burned no coal for a week past, keeping up steam by 
using fence rails, etc. I have 1,400 bushels of coal on hand. The 
Arizona arrived last night with dispatches from Admiral Farragut; 
she goes up this morning. The Carondelet and Forest Queen have 
arrived. I shall convoy the Forest Queen down to Bruinsburg, in 
obedience to your orders. I will remain at Bruinsburg sufficiently 
long to cover the troops in case they are compelled to reembark. 
The Forest Queen will take up the women and children, the Caron- 
delet having taken the men. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, : 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S$. S. Louis- 
ville, regarding the convoy of steamer Forest Queen to Rodney, Miss. 


U.S. S. Lovisvi11e, 
Grand Gulf, Miss., June 24, 1863. 


Gir: I convoyed the Forest Queen to Rodney, as Captain Mann, 
commanding the cavalry, requested it. After remaining four hours, 
according to the understanding, I came up here. Whilst at Rodney 
2 of my men deserted. They were perfectly worthless. The cavalry 
captured 2 prisoners, whom I send to the commander at Warrenton. 
The trip cost 200 bushels of coal, so that now I have on hand 1,200. 
I shall begin again to use wood entirely. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. §S. S. General 
Price, referring to completion of new road and other matters. 


On Boarp U. S. 8. GENERAL PRICE, 
Opposite Vicksburg, June 24, 1863. 

Sir: Your communication of the 24th instant came to hand at 
4 p.m. 

The ram Switzerland has now on board 2,400 bushels of coal; 
Mound City 600 bushels; Benton about the same quantity; the Price 
has wood and coal sufficient for any emergency. The Avizona has 
been coaling all day, and is well prepared to assist us, should occa- 
sion require. The 7uscumbdia is out of fuel, but I have directed 
Captain Shirk to procure wood at Warrenton for an emergency. 

Mr. Germain is yet too unwell to attend to his duties. I have 
detailed an officer and some men to assist him. 

IT am unable to dispatch the large wagons until [I] obtain swingle- 
trees [and] fifth chains. I can only dispatch two double and two 
single teams, as I have not whiffletrees for more. I have horses, 
mules, and harness for all the wagons and carts, but require certain 
kinds of harness for carts, which I am compelled to make. 

Our new road is now completed and will improve by travel. It is 
much better than the other, and shortens the distance one-half. The 
navy train has made two trips over it to-day since 11 a.m. I will 
send over to-morrow the navy ambulance with the sick. There are 
a number here from the lower fleet, also many on board the Benton, 
Mound City, and the Price; another of my men has died since I 
commenced this letter. If the Marine Brigade would send us some 
ambulances to-morrow, they would be of great assistance in getting 
our sick to the hospital. 
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_I have just learned that my clerk, Mr. Whitlock, has been taken 
sick on board the Black Hawk. He has been complaining for several 
days. I trust he will be well cared for. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Setim E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding U.S. 8. Price. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, regarding request from General 
Herron, U. S. Army, for cooperation of gunboats. 


U. S. S. Genera, Srertine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 26, 1863. 

Sir: I have just received a communication from General Herron, 
requesting cooperation of the gunboats here and the left of the in- 
vesting forces on the other side. 

He will have a signal officer stationed on board the Price to-night, 
and a mounted orderly to keep open a communication between this 
point and General Mower’s headquarters on the other side. By 
this means I can keep you advised of the army movements at this end 
of the line. 

Very respectfully, your cbedient servant, 
Setim E. WoopwortnH, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter. 


General report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding operations 
against Vicksburg, etc. 
No. 74.] 


U. S. Mississrep1 Squapron, Fuacsure Brack Hawn, 
Near Vicksburg, June 26, 1863. 

Sir: I was in hopes ere this to have announced the fall of Vicks- 
burg, but the rebels hold out persistently, and will no doubt do so 
while there is a thing left to eat. 

In the meantime, they are hoping for relief from General John- 
ston—a vain hope, for even if he succeeded in getting the better 
of General Sherman (one of the best soldiers in our Army), his 
forces would be so cut up that he could take no advantage of any 
victory that he might gain. General Sherman has only to fall back 
to our entrenchments at Vicksburg, and he could defy twice his own 
force. 

The rebels have been making every effort to bring relief to Vicks- 
burg through Louisiana, but without avail. With the few men we 
have at Young’s Point and the gunboats, we keep them in check, and 
a few days since, as I reported to you, the Marine Brigade, General 
Ellet, with General Mower’s brigade, chased them away from this 
part of the country. 

They have lined the river bank and are annoying the transports a 
little, but the gunboats are so vigilant and give them so little rest 
that they have done no damage worth mentioning. 
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I have lined the river from Cairo to Vicksburg with a good force, 
the upper part under command of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, 
whom I have withdrawn, with those of his vessels which draw too 
much water, from the Tennessee. He has the Hastport, which he 
says is much improved in every way, and is a much superior vessel 
to what she was. 

I have had the Jndianola’s leaks stopped, machinery cleaned off, 
and hope to float her off the first rise in the river. 

I am having the Cincinnati’s guns removed, and Colonel Woods, 
of the army, 1s erecting a battery on shore with them. I have now 
ten heavy naval guns landed from the gunboats, in the rear of Vicks- | 
burg, some of them manned by sailors. They have kept up a heavy 
fire for some days, doing great execution. 

The enemy very seldom fires now, and never from the land side. 
The mortars at this moment are throwing shells into the enemy’s 
main water battery, which is quite silent and deserted. 

Deserters say they have six days’ provisions, and will not yield 
until that is gone. 

General McPherson blew up the main fort yesterday, and took 
possession of it; will mount our two 9-inch guns on it to-night, and 
some 30-pounder Parrotts. This fort commands all Vicksburg. 

We have news up from General Banks by the Arizona. Port 
Hudson still holds out; the men are living on parched corn. General 
Banks has been repulsed twice, but will likely succeed in his next 
attempt. Port Hudson can hold out but a few days longer anyhow; 
there are only 2,800 men in the fort, and I think it likely that they 
will go off across the river in small parties. 

I am sorry to say the health of the squadron is not good. We 
have many sick officers and men, the duty has been incessant and 
most laborious, working in a very hot sun. Still the men and officers 
never murmur, and stand at their posts until they can stand no 
longer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porrer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, referring to signal lights of the 
enemy, and suggestion as to capture of those in charge. 


U.S. S. Grenerau STERLING Price, 
Upper Landing, Below Vicksburg, June 27, 1863. 
Sir: Your communication of the 26th was received yesterday 
evening. 
There is no intelligence to communicate as yet from the army on 
the left. Should any be received, I will forward it to you at once. 
The signal lights made by the enemy below the crevasse, as re- 
ported by Captain Shirk, are the same lights I reported to you some 
time since, causing in connection therewith the arrest of three men, 
Messrs. Beardsley, Shaw, and Kelley, as the parties concerned. 
As they now have a line of communication open from Warrenton 
to the rear of where these signals are made for procuring a supply 
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of wood, the parties making these signal lights could more easily 
be taken from that end than by a party sent from here by General 
Mower. 

Colonel Ellet and myself have made several attempts to find Gen- 
eral Mower, to obtain each night the countersign for our pickets 
and picket boat, but we have been unable so to do. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Seria E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, regarding attention to precau- 
tionary measures suggested by Admiral Porter. 


U.S. S. Generar Sterne Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 27, 1863. 

Str: Your communication of this date has been this moment re- 
ceived, 3 p. m. 

I shall proceed at once to Warrenton, to communicate with Captain 
Shirk and the commanding officer of the post, for the purpose of 
procuring a side-wheel steamer and soldiers to be stationed at the 
lower end of the island. 

The other precautionary measures you suggest at this end of the 
line will be strictly attended to. 

The Arizona has some 40 tons of coal on board. She will con- 
tinue coaling until Sunday night, when she will have to haul out and 
allow the Mound City to come in and coal. 

After the Mound City has completed coaling, the Benton will take 
her place, and when she will have finished, I will be able to com- 
mence filling a barge to go down the river. 

T will direct Captain Upton to report, agreeable to your instruc- 
tions. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Seria E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding guns for General Herron, U. S. Army. 


U. S. Misstsstppr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 27, 1563. 
Sir: If General Herron sends a transport, you will put on board 
of her two of your 42-pounder rifled guns, together with ammunition, 
implements, etc., complete, taking receipts for the same. _ 
I will soon have them replaced with two 100-pounder rifled guns. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding U.S. 8, Benton 
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(Telegram. J 
June 28, [1863]. 


A vessel will go down in about four days. I will notify you in 
time. Two deserters came over yesterday. They say the town will 
surrender on the 4th of July, after the rebels fire a salute. Six days’ 
quarter rations left yesterday. 

Porter, 
Admiral. 


Major-General U. 8. Granr. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General 
Price, transmitting communications from Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, 
and Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy. 


U. S. S. Genera Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 29, 1563. 
Sir: Enclosed I send you copies of communications just received 
from General Herron and Captain Shirk. Shall I comply with the 
request of General Herron and go up with the vessels? 
Yours, truly, 
Sevtim E. Woopworrtx, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter. 


{Enclosures. ] 


Heapquarters, Lert Division, June 29, 1863. 

Captain: Enclosed find countersigns for the coming week for the 
use of your patrol boats next to my line of river pickets. 

To-morrow morning at 6 o’clock I propose opening with a heavy 
battery on the enemy’s work next to the river, where “ Whistling 
Dick ” formerly resided. My battery is located near the “ lone tree.” 
Will you please, at the same time, have your boats shell the same 
work and also to the rear of it, next to the city. 

The boats could move a little farther up while shelling. The 
enemy have a mortar in that work that is annoying us terribly. 

Should anything occur to prevent our opening at the timé named, 
I will telegraph you. 

Yours, ete., IF. J. Herron. 

Commander Serimw KE. Woopworrn, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding U.S. 8S. General Price. 


JUNE 29, 1863—3:30 P. mM. 
Capratn: I have just returned from General Herron’s headquarters. 
The general desires me to say to you that he will have a regiment of 
men on the bottom above the head of the island to-night. He may 


have skirmishing there. He has ordered his men to go as near the 
lower water batteries as possible. 
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A letter from General M. L. Smith to his wife was intercepted the 
other day. He says everything looks like taking a trip North. All 
seem to think that Saturday or Sunday will tell of the fall of 
Vicksburg. . 

Yours, truly, Jas. W. SuHIrK. 


Commander Srtim E. Woopworrn, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. S. General Price. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, regarding the preparation of kites 
for use in the operations. 


U.S. S. Genrrat Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 29, 1863. 

Sir: Your communications and scraps were received this afternoon. 

I have an expedient for getting them into Vicksburg, where they 
will be more sure of reaching the parties for whom they are intended 
than the shell. 

T am having a number of kites made, and shall have them landed 
into Vicksburg to-night or to-morrow morning. 

Please send me some more of the scraps. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Setim E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, regarding prisoners taken from 
floating plank by a boat from the U. S. S. Mound City. 


U.S. S. Genrerat StTertine Pricer, 
Below Vicksburg, June 29, 1863. 

Sir: F send you 3 prisoners picked up last night by one of the 
Mound City boats from a plank which was drifting down river past 
the fleet. 

They disclaim being deserters, they going to join their own regi- 
ment. One of them is evidently a paroled prisoner, he saying he has 
been exchanged. 

The accompanying articles were found on their persons. 

The Arizona has dropped down from the coal barge, the J/ownd 
City taking her place. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Serim I. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter. 


({Telegram. ] 


Near Vicxssure, July 2, 1863. 


Brigadier-General Hovey informs me that the firing from the 
mortar boats this morning has been exceedingly well directed on my 
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front. One shell fell into the large fort, and several along the lines 
of the rifle pits. Please have them continue firing in the same direc- 
tion and elevation. 

U. S. Grant. 


Admiral Porter. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U. S. Navy, regarding bombardment of 
“Whistling Dick” battery in response to signal from Major-General Herron, 
U. 8. Army. : 

U. S. S. Generat STERLING PRICE, 

Below Vicksburg, July 2, 1863. 


Sir: Agreeable to signal from General Herron, we got Gal 
this morning with the ‘Benton, Mound City, and General Price, and 
went up a abreast of “ W histhng Dick” battery and opened fire. 

After engaging the battery for an hour, was informed by signal 
that General Herron was not ready with his battery of 42- pounders. 
The Price and Mound City returned to their former stations, leaving 
the Benton at anchor in her new position, where she now lies, and 
has been firing at short intervals at the battery all day. 

I have requested General Herron to notify us by signal when he 
is ready to-morrow morning, and the Price and Mound City will go 
up again and renew the attack. 

General Herron signalized this evening that he was out of ammu- 
nition for his 32-pounders, and requested a fresh supply. I notified 
him that we could furnish him 200 rounds from the gunboats here 
for immediate use until we could obtain more from the other side. 
Please send 500 rounds, assorted fuzes, by first wagons, as he will 
have a transport here for it to-morrow. 

T shall commence putting the coal that comes over to-morrow, in’ 
the barge, as the Mound City has now a thousand bushels on board. 

The Benton will require coal soon and will delay the filling of the 
barge sometime. The Tuscumbia sent up this evening for a : launch 
load of coal for cooking purposes. 

IT am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Setim E. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. S§. S. Louis- 
ville, announcing all quiet around Grand Gulf. 


U.S. S. LovuisvintiE, 
Off Grand Gulf, Miss., July 4, 1863. 
Sm: The Arizona arrived here on the 2d instant and delivered 
our provisions and mail. Since the departure of the Forest Queen, 
40 negroes have come in and are now here awaiting a passage up. 
Everything is quiet around here. I have been sending out a recon- 
noitering party once a week, to see if any attempt is being made to 
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throw up any fortifications. By two negroes I learn the detachment 
of cavalry sent out under Captain [Calvin A.] Mann was captured at 
Brookhaven, about 26th June. I send some letters from people 
living near here to their friends. The one directed to James F. 
Maury I would call your attention to. I have eleven hundred bush- 
els coal. I use wood almost entirely. The Lafayette is in sight, 
coming up. At meridian I fired a salute of 21 guns, with reduced 
charges, also dressed ship with national flags and numbers. T have 
on board one Thomas Irving, who stated he was a deserter from the 
rebel army, but has since confessed he is a deserter from the F ifty- 
third Indiana Volunteers. 

First Assistant Engineer Bishop reported for duty on the 2d in- 
stant. I am full of. engineers. Eleven men’s times will be out 
during August, which will make our complement twenty short. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


E. K. daa 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Major-General Herron, U. S. Army. 


Heapquarters Herron’s Division, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 6, 1863. 

CotonrL: I have the honor to submit the following report * of the 
operations of my command since coming into this department: 

On the 2d of June last I received orders from Major-General Scho- 
field, commanding Department of the Missouri, to prepare the in- 
fantry and artillery of the Second and Third Divisions of the Army 
of the Frontier, then under my command, for immediate transporta- 
tion to Vicksburg. * * * 

On the morning of the 15th the troops crossed [at Young’s Point]. 
oa * My lines were established within 1,200 yards of the enemy’s 
main line of defense. * * * 

The ground in my front, as you are aware, was unfavorable for 
siege operations, being a level plateau interspersed ‘with ravines, 
which afforded little shelter for troops, on account of being com- 
manded in many places by the guns of the enemy’s ovis. The 
trenches, however, were pushed forward as rapidly as possible, and 
by the 25th were within 600 yards of the enemy’s line of forts. In 
front of my left center I had established a battery of 42-pounder 
rifle guns, which were loaned from the Navy. This battery, under 
the command of Acting Master J. Frank Reed, of the Benton, did 
excellent service, and I can not speak too highly of the bravery and 
energy of this young officer. Indeed, during the whole of my op- 


* Por complete report see Official Recoude of Waon ae iene Armies, 
vol. 24, pt. 2, p. 318. 


102 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


erations, I received valuable assistance and a hearty cooperation 
from the Navy. 


* * *% * Es * # 


I remain, colonel, your obedient servant, 
F. J. Herron, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Colonel John A. Rawtrys, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 
Department of the Tennessee. 


{Telegram. J 


Near Vicxspure, July 3, 1863. 
The enemy have asked armistice to arrange terms of capitulation. 
Will you please cease firing until notified, or hear our batteries open ? 
I shall fire a national salute into the city at daylight if they do not 
surrender. 
U. S. Grant. 
Admiral Porrrr. 


[Telegram. ] 
[JuLy 3, 1863.] 

I have given the rebels a few hours to consider the proposition of 
surrendering; all to be paroled here, the officers to take only side arms. 
My own feelings are against this, but all my officers think the advan- 
tage gained by having our forces and transports for immediate pur- 
poses more than counterbalances the effect of sending them North. 


U. S. Grant. 
Admiral Porrer. 


[ Telegram. ] 
JULY 38, 1863. 
There is a cessation of hostilities. You will please cease firing till 
you hear from me. 


: U. S. Grant. 
Admiral Porrer. 


Letter from Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. 8. Army, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, accepting terms of surrender. 


HEapQuarters, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863. — 
GeneraL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of this day, and in reply to say that the terms pro- 
posed by you are accepted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PemMpBerton, 
Lieutenant-General. 
Major-General U. S. Grant, 
Commanding United States Forces, ete. 
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(Telegram. ] 
JuLY 4, 1863—5:30 a. m. 
‘The enemy has accepted in the main my terms of capitulation, and 
will surrender the city, works, and garrison at 10 a. m. 
The firing now going on arises from misapprehension. 


; U. S. Gran. 
Admiral Porrer. 


[ Telegram. ] 
Juxy 4, 1863. 

I congratulate you in. getting Vicksburg on any honorable terms. 
You would find it a troublesome job to transport so many men, and 
I think that you will be left so free to act it will counterbalance any 
little concession you may seem to make to the garrison. 

I see they are taking a blow-out to-night. 

Porter. 

General Granv. 


{Telegram. ] 


U.S. Misstssrprr Squapron, Fuacsnre Biuack Hawk, 

Vicksburg, July 4, 1863. 

(Received Washington 12:40 p. m., July 7.) 

Srr: I have the honor to inform you that Vicksburg has surren- 
dered to the U. S. forces on this 4th of July. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. D. Porter, 

Acting Rear-Admiral. 


Hon. Gipron WE LLEs, 
Secretary Navy. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, announcing the surrender of 
Vicksburg. 


No. 80.] U.S. Mississreer Squapron, Fiacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Vicksburg, July 4, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to inform you that Vicksburg has sur- 
rendered at last to the United States forces, after a desperate but 
vain resistance. 

That she has not done so sooner has not been for want of ability 
on the part of our military commanders, but from the magnitude of 
the defenses which were intended to repulse any force the Govern- 
ment could possibly send there. 

What bearing this will have on the rebellion remains yet to be 
seen, but the magnitude of the success must go far toward crushing 
out this revolution and establishing once more the commerce of the 
States bordering on this river. 

History has seldom had an opportunity of recording so desperate 
a defense on one side, with so much courage, ability, perseverance, 
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and endurance on the other, and if ever an army was entitled to the 
gratitude of a nation, it is the Army of the Tennessee and its gallant 
leaders. : ‘ 

The Navy has necessarily performed a less conspicuous part in the 
capture of Vicksburg than the Army; still it has been employed in a 
manner highly creditable to all concerned. : 

The gunboats have been constantly employed below Vicksburg in 
shelling the works and with success, cooperating heartily with the 

_left wing of the army. 

The mortar boats have been at work for forty-two days without 
intermission, throwing shells into all parts of the city, even reaching 
the works in the rear of Vicksburg and in front of our troops, a 
distance of 3 miles. Three heavy guns placed on scows, a IX-inch, 
X-inch, and a 100-pound rifle, were placed in position a mile from 
the town, and commanded all the important water batteries. They 
have kept up an accurate and incessant fire for fourteen days, doing 
all the damage that could be done by guns under such circumstances. 

Five VIII-inch, two IX-inch, two 42-pounder rifles, four 32- 
pounder shell guns have been landed at the request of the different 
generals commanding corps from the gunboats and mounted in the 
rear of Vicksburg, and whenever I could spare the officers and men 
from our small complement they were sent to manage the guns; 
with what ability, I leave to the general commanding the forces 
to say. 

In the meantime J stationed the smaller class of gunboats to keep 
the banks of the Mississippi clear of guerrillas, who were assembling 
in force and with a large number of cannon to block up the river 
and cut off the transports bringing down supplies, reinforcements, 
and ammunition for the army. 

Though the rebels on several occasions built batteries, and with a 
large force attempted to sink or capture the transports, they never 
succeeded, but were defeated by the gunboats with severe loss on all 
occasions. Without a watchful care over the Mississippi, the opera- 
tions of the army would have been much interfered with, and I can 
say honestly that officers never did their duty better than those who 
have patrolled the river from Cairo to Vicksburg. One steamer only 
was badly disabled since our operations commenced, and six or seven 
men killed and wounded. While the army have had a troublesome 
enemy in front and behind them, the gunboats, Marine Brigade, un- 
der General Ellet, and a small force of troops under Generals Dennis 
and Mower, have kept at bay a large force of rebels, over 12,000 
strong, accompanied by a large quantity of artillery. Though of- 
fered battle several times and engaged, they invariably fled and satis- 
fied themselves by assaulting half-disciplined and unarmed blacks. 

The capture of Vicksburg leaves us a large army and naval forces 
free to act all along the river, and I hope soon to add to my depart- 
ment the vessels which have been temporarily lost to the service, viz, 
the /ndianola and Cincinnati. 

The effect of this blow will be felt far up the tributaries of the 
Mississippi. The timid and doubtful will take heart, and the wicked 
T hope will cease to trouble us for fear of the punishment which will 
sooner or later overtake them. 

_ There has been a large expenditure of ammunition during the 
siege; the mortars have fired 7,000 mortar shells, and the gunboats 


_— 
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4,500; 4,500 have been fired from the naval guns on shore, and we 
have supplied over 6,000 to the different army corps. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Ginron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C, 


[ Telegram. ] 
‘ Juty 4, 1863. 
I will have a steamer all ready to carry dispatches to General 
Banks and the fleet below. What time will you wish to send, and 
will you take up your headquarters in the city at once? 
Porter. 
General Granv. 


[Telegram. ] 


Grant’s Hrapquarters, July 4, 1863. 
The enemy will march outside their works, stack arms, and return 
inside as prisoners. No troops, except those specified in special or- 
ders, will enter the city for the present. 
U. S. Grant. 


General SHERMAN. 


[Telegram. ] 


Near Vicxssure, Miss., July 4, 1S63—10 730 a.m. 


The enemy surrendered this morning. The only terms allowed is 
their parole as prisoners of war. This I regarded as of great ad- 
vantage to us at this juncture. It saves, probably, several days in the 
captured town; leaves troops and transports ready for immediate 
service. General Sherman, with a large bee will face immediately 
on Johnston and drive him from the State. I will send troops to the 
relief of General Banks, and return the Ninth Corps to General 


Burnside. 
U. 8. Grant, 
Major-General. 
Major-General H. W. Hatrecx, 
Ceneral-in-Chief. 


Letter of congratulation from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


Herapquarrers Expepirionary Army, 
[Big] Black River, July 4, 1865. 
Dear Apmirat: No event in life could have given me more personal 
pride or pleasure than to have met you to-day on the wharf at Vicks- 
burg—a Fourth of July so eloquent in events as to need no words 
or stimulants to elevate its importance. 
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I can appreciate the intense satisfaction you must feel at lying 
before the very monster that has defied us with such deep and malig- 
nant hate and seeing your once disunited fleet again a unit; and, 
better still, the chain that made an enclosed sea of a link in the great 
river broken forever. In so magnificent a result I stop not to count 
who did it; it is done, and the day of our nation’s birth is conse- 
crated and baptized anew in a victory won by the united Navy 
and Army of our country. God grant that the harmony and mutual 
respect that exists between our respective commanders and shared 
by all the true men of the joint service may continue forever and 
serve to elevate our national character, threatened with shipwreck. 
Thus I muse as I sit in my solitary camp out in the wood, far from 
the point for which we have jointly striven so long and so well, and 
though personal curiosity would tempt me to go and see the frowning 
batteries and sunken pits that have defied us so long and sent to their 
silent graves so many of [our] early comrades in the enterprise, I 
feel that other tasks he before me and time must not be lost. Without 
casting anchor, and despite the heat and the dust and the drought, 
I must again into the bowels of the land to make the conquest of 
Vicksburg fulfill all the conditions it should in the progress of this 
war. Whether success attend my efforts or not, I know that Admiral 
Porter will ever accord to me the exhibition of a pure and unselfish 
zeal in the service of our country. 

It does seem to me that Port Hudson, without facilities for supplies 
or interior communication, must soon follow the fate of Vicksburg 
and leave the river free, and to you the task of preventing any more 
Vicksburgs or Port Hudsons on the banks of the great inland sea. 

Though farther apart, the Navy and the Army will still act in con- 
cert, and I assure you I shall never reach the banks of the river or see 
a gunboat but I will think of Admiral Porter, Captain Breese, and 
the many elegant and accomplished gentlemen it has been my good 
fortune to meet on armed or unarmed decks of the Mississippi Squad- 
ron. Congratulating you and the officers and men of your command 
on the great result in which you have borne so conspicuous a part, I 
remain as ever, 

Your friend and servant, W. T. SHERMAN, 


Major-General. 
Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 


Commanding Fleet. 


Letter of congratulation from Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear- 
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


Heapquarters Lerr Division Investrne Forces, 
[Vicksburg,| July 5, 1863. 

ApmiraL: While congratulating you on the success of the Army and 
Navy in reducing this Sebastopol of Rebeldom, I must, at the same 
time, thank you for the aid my division has had from yourself and 
your ships. : 

The guns received from the Benton, under charge of Acting Master 
Reed, a gallant and efficient officer, have formed the most effective 
battery I had, and I am glad to say that the officer in charge has well 
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sustained the reputation of your squadron. Tor the efforts you have 
made to cooperate with me in my position on the left, I am under 
many obligations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


VY. J. Herron, 
Major-General. 
Admiral D. D..Porrerr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, 
U. S. Navy, commanding UV. S. S. Benton, commending the services of Acting 
Master Reed, in charge of shore battery of Navy guns. 


Heapquarters Lerr Division Investine Forces, 
Vicksburg, July 5, 1863. 

Carratn: Having had from your ship since the first of our siege 
operations on the left of the investing line, four of your heavy guns, 
under charge of Acting Master J. Frank Reed, I must, before their 
return to the ship, express to you my thanks for the good service they 
have rendered, and the admirable and officer-like manner in which 
they were handled by Acting Master Reed. His battery (which 
I have named after your ship, Battery Benton) has been our main 
support in advancing, and I learn has been a terror to the rebels in 
our immediate front. 

The management and conduct of Acting Master Reed and his sub- 
ordinates, William Moore and W. P. Brownwell, can not be too 
highly spoken of, and I can assure you they have nobly sustained the 
reputation of your ship and the Mississippi Squadron. 

Acting Master Reed is well worthy of promotion. 

Congratulating you, captain, on the combined success of the Army 
and Navy in reducing this Sebastopol of the rebels, I remain, 

Very truly, yours, 
¥. J. Herron, 
Major-General. 
Captain J. H. Grerr, 


Commanding Benton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding the operations 
of the naval shore battery under his command. 


U.S. S. Conxrstoea, 
Mississippi River, July 8, 1568. 

Sir: I have the honor to present the following report of the naval 
battery, consisting of two 8-inch columbiads, whilst under my 
command. 

Acting under your orders of June 1, I reported to General Sher- 
man, who located the battery nearly on the extreme right, not far 
from the river. ; ee 

After many delays, I succeeded in getting one gun in position the 
night of June 4. Fire was opened from it the next morning, and 
the next night the other was got in position. 


108 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Opposed to us was an 8-inch columbiad, 600 yards distant, and a 
32-pounder, 1,000 yards distant. 

The columbiad was disabled by our fire the second day, and no 
further use made of it; the 32 was also effectually silenced. There 
was nothing left at which to direct our fire but rifle pits. Upon 
these I kept up a slow and steady fire at different intervals during 
the day. Operating upon earthworks, it was impossible to know 
the damage inflicted. Deserters report, however, that our fire was 
so accurate as to cause the battery to be greatly feared, and that it 
had done them much harm. On June 25, agreeably to your orders, 
I turned my command over to Captain Walker. 

It gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the good conduct of my 
officers and men. The labor imposed upon them was very arduous, 
working their guns under a hot sun, and frequently employed half 
the night repairing the damage inflicted during the day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SrLrriner, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Resolutions of the General Committee of the Union Associations of New Orleans 
and Jefferson, on the fall of Vicksburg. 


JULY 29, 1863. 

Whereas the present month has been signally illustrated by tri- 
umphs of the national arms and of the principles of truth and justice 
on which American Government is founded; and 

Whereas it seems proper that this committee should, in a public 
and formal manner, testify the deep sense of joy and gratitude with 
which we are inspired by these auspicious events: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the capture of the rebel strongholds at Vicksburg 


and Port Hudson may justly be ranked among the most important - 


events of the war and as affording the highest evidence of the en- 
durance and valor of the national armies. _ 

Resolved, That in the opening of the Mississippi River may be 
seen the commencement of a new career of prosperity for our city, 
so long afflicted by the rebellion, and we hail the reoccupation of 
this great artery by the national forces as a death blow to the re- 
bellion 

Resolved, That our thanks and those of the people of New Orleans 
are due to Generals Grant and Banks and to the heroic officers and 
men under their command for the bravery and constancy they have 
displayed and for the inestimable services they have rendered to 
our common country. 

Resolved, That with the entire nation we feel profoundly grateful 
to Generals Meade and Rosecrans and to their gallant armies for 
the brilliant successes gained by them in Pennsylvania and Ten- 
nessee, and we look with entire confidence, as does the nation, to the 
further progress of their arms, 
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Resolved, That the Navy of our country has, as ever, covered itself 
with glory, and that our heartfelt thanks are due to the valiant Far- 
ragut and Porter and their gallant officers and crews for their splen- 
did achievements on the Mississippi River, by which they justly 
entitled themselves to the gratitude of the American nation. 

Resolved, That we look with the highest satisfaction at the course 
of the Union men of Missouri and the noble act of their State con- 
vention in abolishing human slavery in that vigorous and patriotic 
Commonwealth. That we look with a spirit of emulation to their 
great example and hope to see it, at an early day, rivaled by a con- 
vention of the people of Louisiana. 

; Tuomas J. Durant, 

Jas. Grauam, Secretary. President. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to the Department, trans- 
mitting sketch of water batteries. 


U. S. Mississtppr Squapron, Fiacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 11, 1863. 

I enclose you a sketch of the water batteries under the charge of 
Colonel Higgins, formerly of the Navy. 

These are the batteries that sunk the Cincinnati; quite enough to 
sink something more. The same batteries were attacked by the 
Mound City, Benton, Carondelet, and Tuscumbia on the 22d of 
June. Four guns were dismounted and two burst. 

Yours, truly, D. D. Porter. 


Letter of thanks and congratulation from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy. 


Navy Department, July 13, 1863. 


Sir: Your dispatch of the 4th instant, announcing the surrender 
of Vicksburg on the anniversary of the great historic day in our 
national annals, has been received. The fall of that place insures a 
severance of the rebel territory, and must give to the country the 
speedy, uninterrupted navigation of the rivers which water and 
furnish the ocean outlet to the great central valley of the Union. 
For the past year the key to the Mississippi has been Vicksburg, and 
so satisfied of this was the rebel chief who pioneered the rebellion, 
and first gave the order to open the fires of civil strife, that he staked 
his cause upon its retention. By the herculean efforts of the Army 
under the admirable leadership of General Grant, and the persistent 
and powerful cooperation of the Navy, commanded by yourself, this 
great result, under the providence of Almighty God, has been 
achieved. A slave empire divided by this river into equal parts, 
with liberty in possession of its banks and freedom upon its waters, 
can not exist. The work of rescuing and setting free this noble 
artery, whose unrestricted, vital current is essential to our nationality, 
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commenced with such ability by the veteran Farragut and the la- 
mented Foote and continued by Davis, is near its consummation. 
You have only to proceed onward and meet that veteran chief whose 
first act was to dash through the gates by which the rebels assumed 
to bar the entrance to the Mississippi, whose free communication to 
and above New Orleans he has ever since proudly maintained. 

When the squadrons of the upper and lower Mississippi shall com- 
bine, and the noble river be again free to a united people, the nation 
will feel its integrity restored, and the names of the heroic champions 
who signalized themselves in this invaluable service will be cherished 
and honored. Present and future millions on the shores of those 
magnificent rivers which patriotism and valor shall have emanci- 
pated will remember with unceasing gratitude the naval heroes who 
so well performed their part in these eventful times. 

To yourself, your officers, and the brave and gallant sailors who 
have been so fertile in resources, so persistent and enduring through 
many months of trial and hardship, and so daring under all circum- 
stances, I tender, in the name of the President, the thanks and con- 
gratulation of the whole country on the fall of Vicksburg. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Vicksburg, Miss. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, acknowledging congratula- 
tory letter from the Secretary of the Navy. 


U.S. Mississippr1 Squapron, Fiacsure Buack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 28, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your con- 
gratulatory letter to myself, officers, and men of the Mississippi 
Squadron. 

It is a pleasure to do our duty in such a cause as the one we are 
fighting for; nevertheless, it is agreeable to know that our efforts 
are appreciated by the Government we serve. 

It is to be hoped that the happy event brought about partly by our 
efforts may be the last link broken in this wicked rebellion. The 
last rebel flag has floated over these waters, and I am led to believe, 
from the conduct of the humbler population, that peace and pros- 
perity will soon again be restored through the entire length of the 
Mississippi River. 

_I thank you, sir, in the name of the officers and men of the Missis- 
sippi Squadron, for your handsome approval of their conduct. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Daviv D. Porrsr, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Giron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. 
Navy, announcing his promotion by the President of the United States to the 
rank of rear-admiral. 


Navy Department, July 13, 1863. 
Sir: Having received the thanks of Congress at its last session by 
joint resolution dated the 7th of February, 1863, for the bravery and 
skill displayed in the attack on the Post of Arkansas on the 10th of 
January, 1863, and in consideration of those services, together with 
your efficient labors and vigilance subsequently in thwarting the 
efforts of the enemy to obstruct the Mississippi and its tributaries, 
and the important part rendered by the squadron under your com- 
mand which led to the surrender of Vicksburg, I have the pleasure to 
inform you that the President has promoted you to the grade of 
rear-admiral in the Navy from the 4th of July, 1863, to take rank 
next after Rear-Admiral J. A. Dahlgren, and an appointment to that 
grade is herewith transmitted, the receipt of which you will acknowl- 

edge to the department. 
Very respectfully, GipEoN WELLES. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cario, Ill. 


{[ Endorsement. ] 


Commission as rear-admiral sent 2d March, 1864. 


Extracts from general report of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. §. Army, com- 
manding Department of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana, covering May 19 
to July 4, 1863. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Gainesville, Ala., August 2, 1863. 

GenerAL: At the earliest moment compatible with the performance 
of other and very pressing duties, I have the honor to present the 
following report of the operations of the troops in the Department 
of Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana preceding and during the siege 
resulting in the capitulation of Vicksburg: 

On May 19, a courier was dispatched with the following telegram 
to the President: 

We are occupying the trenches around Vicksburg. The enemy is investing 
it and will probably attempt an assault. Our men have considerably recovered 


their morale, but unless a large force is sent at once to relieve Gs Vicksburg 
before long must fall. I have used every effort to prevent all this, but in vain. 


20th.—The enemy continued to move from our right with heavy 
cannonading toward the center and left; three guns temporarily 
disabled. At noon the mortar fleet of Admiral Porter took position 
on the west side of the peninsula and commenced the bombardment of 
the city. 

The following dispatch was forwarded by courier to General John- 
ston: 

The enemy assaulted our intrenched lines yesterday at two points (center 


and left) and was repulsed with heavy loss. Our loss small. I can not esti- 
» mate the enemy’s force now engaged around Vicksburg at less than 60,000 ; 
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it is probably more. At this hour (8:30 a. m.) he is briskly cannonading with 
long-range guns. That we may save ammunition, his fire is rarely returned. 
At present our main necessity is musket caps. Can you send them to me by 
hands of couriers or citizens? An army will be necessary to relieve Vicksburg, 
and that quickly. Will it not be sent? Please let me hear from you, if possible. 

21st—The fire from the mortar fleet continued without intermis- 
sion, accompanied by heavy musketry and artillery fire from the rear, 
to which but slight response was given. Several guns were dis- 
mounted, and number of officers and men killed and wounded. In 
the afternoon the enemy’s gunboats steamed up and threw a large 
number of shells into the city, but without material damage. * * * 
The prospect of a protracted siege, and the uncertainty as to how 
many assaults we might have to repel, and in view of the possibility 
of having to march out from our intrenchments to meet and cooperate 
with an assisting army expected under General Johnston, rendered it 
a matter of vital importance that every charge of ammunition on 
hand should be hoarded with the most jealous care. The amount of 
ammunition in Vicksburg, though large, would not have sufficed for 
an unlimited daily expenditure for a protracted period. The im- 
portance of the most rigid economy, therefore, in its use was apparent, 
and strict orders were consequently issued against all picket skirmish- 
ing and artillery duels where neither served any useful purpose. 
* * * 


Another courier was to-day sent to General Johnston with the fol- 
lowing dispatches: 

During the past two days the enemy has passed up the river in transports in 
large force for a point not yet discovered. 

The enemy has continued a spirited fire all day; also his shelling from 
mortar boats. Our men have replied rarely. * * #* 

P. S§.—Brisk musketry and artillery fire to-day on center. Three guns there 
dismounted; will be replaced as far as possible. Officers suffer most from 
their sharpshooters. Incessant mortar firing from the river, and last night 
three of their gunboats engaged the lower batteries. 

22d.—The fire from the enemy’s artillery and sharpshooters in the 
rear was heavy and incessant until noon, when his gunboats opened 
upon the city, while a determined assault was made along Moore’s, 
Hébert’s, and Lee’s lines. * * * 

23d.—This day was unusually quiet, with but little artillery firing 
until late in the afternoon. * * * The fire from the mortar fleet 
continued heavy and incessant. * * * 

24th.—At an early hour the mortar fleet opened and kept up a con- 
tinuous and heavy bombardment throughout the day. * * * 

25th—* * * No circumstances worthy of special note occurred 
between this date and that of the 27th. The enemy evidently was dis- 
couraged by his previous fruitless and costly assaults upon our works 
in the rear, and he therefore determined, if possible, to attempt to 
silence our upper battery, and then, by the aid of his gunboats, to 
effect a lodgment in the trenches immediately above and beyond it. 

With this design, on the morning of the 27th, at about 9 o’clock, 
four of his boats engaged our lower batteries. At the same time the 
Cincinnati, a turreted ironclad of the largest class and carrying four- 
teen guns, pushed boldly down the river, rounded the peninsula, and 
was soon hotly engaged with our upper battery at short range. 
After a spirited engagement of about forty-five minutes, the Cincin- 
nati was rendered a complete wreck, and only escaped total destruc- 
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tion by being run aground on the Mississippi shore, where she is 
probably still lying. The lower fleet, witnessing her discomfiture, 
soon drew off, but with what damage to themselves it is impossible 
to say. 

The firing from our batteries was most excellent, and too much 
praise can not be awarded to Colonel Higgins, his officers and men, 
for their gallantry, coolness, and skill. * * * 

On the morning of the 29th the enemy opened a terrific fire from 
the rear, and for four hours a storm of shot and shell was rained upon 
the city, seriously damaging many buildings, killing and wounding 
a large number of soldiers and citizens. During the day Ellet’s 
Marine Brigade arrived and anchored at the bend above. * * * 

On June 10, the following dispatch was sent to General Johnston: 

The enemy bombard day and night from seven mortars on opposite side of 
peninsula. He also keeps up constant fire on our lines with artillery and sharp- 
shooters. We are losing many officers and men. I am waiting most anxiously 


to know your intentions. Have heard nothing of you nor from you since May 
25. I shall endeavor to hold out as long as we have anything to eat. * * * 


Again, on the 12th, I dispatched as follows: 
* %* ¥* Very heavy firing yesterday from mortars and on lines. * * * 
On the 15th I addressed General Johnston as follows: 


The enemy has placed several very heavy guns in position against our works 
and is approaching them very nearly by sap. His fire is almost continuous. 
Our men have no relief; they are becoming much fatigued, but are still in 
pretty good spirits. I think your movement should be made as soon as pos- 
sible. The enemy is receiving reinforcements. We are living on greatly re- 
duced rations, but I think sufficient for twenty days yet. 

The enemy had now placed in position on the peninsula several 
very heavy guns, the fire of which was very destructive; and though 
repeated attempts were made, we could not succeed in silencing them. 

* % x * % x % 


My previous dispatches from General Johnston had not made me 
very sanguine of relief, and his dispatch of June 22 was not calcu- 
lated to render me more hopeful. He said: 

* * * * * * * 
If I can do nothing to relieve you, rather than surrender the garrison, endeavor 
to cross the river at the last moment if you and General Taylor can com- 
municate. 

I never received any communication from Major-General Taylor 
on the subject of cooperation, nor had I any knowledge of his where- 
abouts or of his forces. * * * Had I received General Johnston’s 
dispatch of June 27, in which he encouraged the hope that both 
Vicksburg and the garrison might be saved, I would have lived 
upon an ounce a day and have continued to meet the assaults of all 
Grant’s army rather than have surrendered the city until General 
Johnston had realized or relinquished that hope; but I did not re- 
ceive his dispatch until August 20, in Gainesville, Ala., nor had I 
the most remote idea that such an opinion was entertained by General 
Jounston. 7 * * 

The dispatch of June 22 from General Johnston rendered it pain- 
fully apparent that the siege could not be raised. To cross the Mis- 
sissippi River, as suggested, in the face of the enemy’s gunboats and 
land batteries, was an impossibility; and unless this was effected, the 
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defense, which had been so long and gallantly maintained ceased to 
be of any practical utility. * * * I had then to choose between 
such favorable terms as I might be able to obtain and an uncondi- 
tional surrender, or subject the garrison and the citizens (including 
hundreds of women and children) to the horrors of an assault, which 
I could no longer hope to repel. ) 


* * * € *¥ * * 


J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General. 
General S. Cooprr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 


Report of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. §8. Army, regarding the attacking 
enemy, and requesting reinforcements. 


Hopars. Dept. Miss. anp E. La., 
Vicksburg, May 21, 1863. 
The enemy has continued a spirited fire all day; also his shelling 
from mortar boats. Our men have replied rarely. Two large trans- 
ports came down loaded with troops. They are evidently reinforcing 
their present large force. Am I to expect reinforcements? From 
what direction, and how soon? Have you heard anything from 
General Loring? Can you send me musket caps by courier? 
Respectfully, ete., 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 
General JosrpH EK. Jounston. 


Order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. S. Army, to Colonel Higgins, C. S. 
Army, prohibiting further firing on mortar boats. 


Vicxspure, May 23, 1863. 
Coronet: The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you 
prohibit any further firing at the mortar boats of the enemy, it being 
regarded as a useless expenditure of ammunition. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. W. Memon incer, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Colonel Epwarp Hreerns, 
Commanding River Batteries. 


Order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. §. Army, to Colonel Higgins, C. S. 
Army, commanding river batteries, in view of information contained in inter- 
cepted dispatch from Admiral Farragut, U. S. Navy. 


Vicxspure, May 23, 1863. 
CotoneL: I am directed by the leutenant-general commanding to 
say you will send no men over the river to-night except a scout. A 
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signal dispatch was intercepted from Admiral Farragut, showing 
that he anticipated an attack on the mortar boats. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. W. Memmincer, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Colonel Epwarp Hicerns, 
Commanding, ete. 


Letter from Surgeon Lay to Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. §. Army, regard- 
ing the falling of Federal shells on the hospitals under his care. z 


Ciry Hosrrray, Vicksburg, May 24, 1863. 

Sir: It becomes my duty to notify Lieutenant-General Pemberton 
that the enemy have for three days past been shelling my hospitals, 
and to-day their fire is becoming very accurate. My different houses 
have been struck twenty-one times. I have had 6 wounded men 
rewounded. Men in their condition, whose nerves are already shat- 
tered by wounds, bear this very badly, and I shall have great mortal- 
ity among my amputations and serious operations. The wounds we 
are having are generally of a very grave character, a much larger 
per cent than I have ever seen after any battle, being from serious, 
severe, dangerous to mortal—some 26 of the last. I do not know 
that you can help me in this matter, but feel it my duty to notify you 
of these facts. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 


Bens. D. Lay, 
Surgeon of City Hospital, ete. 
Major MremMtncer. 


Order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. 8. Army, to Major-General Smith, 
Cc. 8S. Army, for cessation of hostilities during burial of dead. 


Hoars. Derr. Miss. anp E. La., 
Vicksburg, May 25, 1863. 
Grnrrau: I am directed by the Lieutenant-General commanding 
to say to you that, by agreement entered into by flag of truce with the 
enemy, all hostilities will cease from 6 to 8:30 p. m., to enable the 
enemy to bury their dead. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
¥F. M. Srarrorp, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Major-General Martin L. Suiru, 
Conumanding, ete. 


[Telegram. ] 


Grenaba, Miss., May 26, 1863. 
A later dispatch from commander at Vaughan’s says one gunboat, 
heavy guns; light guns on transports. 
eae J. Z, Guorce. 


General CHALMERS. 
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[ Telegram. ] 


Pano.ua, Miss., Way 26, 1563. 
Organize your forces and send them here as soon as possible. 


James R. CHALMERS. 
General J. Z. Guorcn, Grenada. 


* 


Letter of commendation from Lieutenant-General Pemberton, ©. §. Army, to 
Colonel Higgins, C. §S. Army, commanding water batteries, for services in 
repelling Federal attack and for the sinking of the U. S. S. Cincinnati. 


Hoars. Drpr. Miss. anp E. La. 
Vicksburg, May 27, 1863. 

CotoneL: It affords me pleasure to offer to you,tand through you 
to your gallant artillerists, my grateful acknowledgments of your 
signal services against the enemy this day on the Mississippi River. 
In the assurance of his power the enemy threatened our city of Vicks- 
burg with five of his monster ironclad gunboats and seven of his 
powerful mortar batteries. You manfully worked your guns of the 
upper batteries against his force, and by your skill sank one of his 
vaunted champions of the river, the gunboat Cincinnati, carrying 
fourteen guns, turreted, causing the small surviving crew thereof to 
ignominiously fly to the distant shore in discomfiture. You drove, 
too, from their selected point of attack, by your lower batteries, four 
other ironclad vessels, and soon after you caused silence to reign 
around the shores of our beleaguered city. By your gallantry and 
heroism to-day you have added to the garland of Vicksburg victories 
another bright chaplet. May God speed you in your good work. 

Your friend and commander, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
Colonel Enwarp Hiaerns, 
Commanding River Batteries, in front of Vicksburg. 


Order of Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. §. Army, to Major-General Smith, 
C. S. Army, in view of probable attack by the Marine Brigade. 


Hopars. Derr. Miss. ann E. La., 
Vicksburg, May 29, 1863. 
Grnerat: T am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding to 
say it is probable that Ellet’s Marine Brigade, just come down the 
river, may endeavor to assault Hoadley’s battery on your left. He 
desires that you have a regiment in readiness to move to that point 
promptly in case such assault should be made. 
am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. W. Mem rncer, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major-General Martin L. Suir, 
Commanding, ete. 
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Letter from Lieutenant-General Pemberton, C. S. Army, to Brigadier-General 
Bowen, C. S. Army, expressing thanks to party of officers and men for the 
attempted burning of U. S. S. Cincinnati. 


Vicxssure, May 31, 1863. 
GeneRAL: The lieutenant-general commanding desires to tender his 
thanks to Captain [J. W.] Barclay, Lieutenant Wilkerson, and the 
men under their command for the successful accomplishment of their 
mission in burning the gunboat Cincinnati last night; and, as a trib- 
ute to their gallantry, he has great pleasure in presenting them with 
the flag captured on the occasion. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
W. H. McCarpte, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Brigadier-General Bowen, 
Commanding Division, 


Special order of Genera! Johnston, C. S. Army, assigning Captain Brown, C. S. 
Navy, to command heavy artillery at Yazoo City, ete. 


SprctaL OrpeErs, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 92. Canton, Miss., June 1, 1863. 
* 
* e a * * * * 


iff. Captain I. N. Brown, C. S. Navy, is assigned to the command 
of the heavy artillery at Yazoo City and the boats in the Yazoo River. 


* * * * * * * 


By command of General Johnston: 
A. P. Mason, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Telegram. ] 


Vicxssure, June 10, 1863. 
The enemy bombards the city day and night from seven mortars on 
opposite side of peninsula. He also keeps up constant fire on our lines 
with artillery and sharpshooters. We are losing many officers and 
men. I am waiting most anxiously to know your intentions; have 
heard nothing of you or from you since 25th of May. I shall en- 
deavor to hold out as long as we have anything to eat. Can you not 
send me a verbal message by a courier, crossing the river above or 

below and swimming across again opposite Vicksburg ? 
J. C. PEMBERTON. 


General Josrru E. JOHNSTON. 
(Repeated June 12.) 
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Captain Davidson, of the C. S. Signal Corps, forwards intercepted Federal 
message to Major-General Smith, C. 8. Army. 


[ Intercepted. ] SienaL Cores, Smiru’s Division, 
Post, June 25, 1863. 


The departure takes place at 3 p. m. Can I have your permission to remain 
till it is over? The mortars are bursting very high. 
. SELFRIDGE, Captain. 

Commodore PORTER. 
Max T. Davipson. 


Major-General Martin L. Smiru. 


Appeal for help.* 


In TRENCHES, 
Near Vicksburg, June 28, 1863. 

Str: In accordance with my own feelings, and that of my fellow 
soldiers, with whom I have conferred, I submit to your serious con- 
sideration the following note: 

We, as an army, have as much confidence in you as a commanding 
general as we perhaps ought to have. We believe you have displayed 
as much generalship as any other man could have done under similar 
circumstances. We give you great credit for the stern patriotism you 
have evinced in the defense of Vicksburg during a protracted and 
unparalleled siege. 

I also feel proud of the gallant conduct of the soldiers under your 
command in repulsing the enemy at every assault and bearing with 
patient endurance all the privations and hardships incident to a siege 
of forty-odd days’ duration. 

Everybody admits that we have all covered ourselves in glory, 
but, alas! alas! general, a crisis has arrived in the midst of our siege. 

Our rations have been cut down to one biscuit and a small bit of 
bacon per day, not enough, scarcely, to keep soul and body together, 
much less to stand the hardships we are called upon to stand. 

We are actually on sufferance, and the consequence is, as far as I 
can hear, there is complaining and general dissatisfaction through- 
out our lines. We are, and have been, kept close in the trenches day 
and night, not allowed to forage any at all, and, even if permitted, 
there is nothing to be had among the citizens. 

Men don’t want to starve, and don’t intend to, but they call upon 
you for justice, if the commissary department can give it; if it can’t, 
you must adopt some means to relieve us very soon. The emergency 
of the case demands prompt and decided action on your part. 

If you can’t feed us, you had better surrender us, horrible as the 
idea is, than suffer this noble army to disgrace themselves by deser- 
tion. I tell you plainly, men are not going to le here and perish, if 
they do love their country dearly. Self-preservation is the first law 
of nature, and hunger will compel a man to do almost anything. 

You had better heed a warning voice, though it is the voice of a 
private soldier. 

This army is now ripe for mutiny, unless it can be fed. 


* ound among General Pemberton’s papers. 
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Just think of one small biscuit and one or two mouthfuls of bacon 
per day. General, please direct your enquiries in the proper chan- 
nel and see if I have not stated stubborn facts which had better be 
heeded before we are disgraced. 

From— Many Sowprers. 


General J. C. Pemperrron. 


Captain Davidson, of C. S. Signal Corps, forwards intercepted Federal message to 
Major-General Smith, C. S. Army, regarding date of surrender. 


{Interecepted dispatch. ] 


SienaL Corps, Smiru’s Division, 
Post, June 28, 1863. 
A vessel will start for Port Hudson in four or five days. Will let you know in 
time. Two deserters in. They say the town will be surrendered on the 4th 
day of July, after the rebels fire a salute. Six days’ quarter rations left 
yesterday. 
PORTER. 
General GRANT. 


Max. T. Davinson, 
Captain, Commanding. 
General Martin L. Sirn. 


Letter of Colonel Higgins, C. S. Army, regarding terms of surrender. 


[JuLy 3?]. 
Having no hope of General Johnston’s relieving the garrison and 
believing that we are unable to cut our way out, I think the terms of 
General Grant, as modified, are the best we can hope to obtain. 
Epwarp Hiaorns, 
Colonel, Commanding River Batteries. 


(Telegram. ] 


Jackson, Miss., July 7, 1863. 
Vicksburg capitulated on the 4th instant. Garrison was paroled 
and are to be returned to our lines, the officers retaining their side 
arms and personal baggage. This intelligence was brought by an 
officer who left the place on Sunday, the 5th. In consequence, I am 
falling back from the Big Black River to Jackson. 
J. E. JoHNSTON. 
Hon. James A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


['Telegram. ] 


Jackson, Miss., July 13, 1563. 


Colonel C. A. Fuller has just arrived from Vicksburg. The Fed- 
erals issued 31,000 rations to the garrison after the siege. There 
were 18,000 men fit for duty in the trenches the day of the surrender. 
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About 6,000 sick and wounded in hospitals. Losses, killed and 
wounded, during the siege supposed to be 2,500. General Green the 
only general officer killed. The garrison left Vicksburg on the 11th 
and will reach a point 10 miles east of Brandon on Wednesday, the 
15th. Colonel Fuller thinks the troops are much demoralized, and a 
large proportion of the men will straggle. The cause is their objec- 
tion to going to a parole camp. They ask a furlough of thirty days, 
which General Pemberton recommends. Subsisting these men will 
be attended with serious difficulties. 
J. E. JoHNSTON. 
His Excellency the Presipenr. 


Report of Colonel Higgins, C. S. Artillery, commanding river batteries. 


Enterprise, Miss., July 25, 1863. 


Magor: I have the honor to report the operations of the river bat- 
teries under my command during the recent siege of Vicksburg. 

The line of batteries extended along the river front, commencing 
at a point above Fort Hill, on the right of my line, to a redoubt which 
terminated the extreme right of the rear lines and met my left, a 
distance of 3 miles, and consisted of 8 10-inch columbiads, 1 9-inch 
Dahlgren, 1 8-inch columbiad, 1 7.44-inch Blakely gun, 1 T-inch 
Brooke, 1 6.4-inch Brooke, 3 smoothbore 42-pounders, 2 smoothbore 
32-pounders, 8 banded and unbanded 32-pounder rifles, 1 18-pounder 
rifle, 1 20-pounder Parrott, 1 Whitworth, 1 10-inch mortar, 1 8-inch 
siege howitzer, making in all 31 pieces of heavy artillery, besides 13 
pieces of light artillery, which were placed in position to prevent a 
landing of the enemy on the.city front. These batteries were divided 
into three commands as follows: The upper batteries, from Fort Hill 
to the upper bayou, were worked by the First Tennessee Artillery, 
under Colonel Andrew Jackson, jr. The center batteries, or those 
immediately on the city front, were under charge of Major F. N. 
Ogden, Eighth Louisiana Artillery Battalion, to whose command 
was attached Captain S. C. Bains’ company, of Vaiden Light Artil- 
lery. The lower batteries were in charge of the First Louisiana 
Artillery, under Lieutenant-Colonel D. Beltzhoover. A portion of 
the Twenty-third [Twenty-second] Louisiana Volunteers was joined 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Beltzhoover’s command. 

On the evening of May 18 the investment commenced in the rear 
of the city. At the same time five of the enemy’s gunboats (four of 
which were ironclads) came up from below and took up a position 
in the river just out of range of our guns, while the river above and 
in front of the city was guarded by three gunboats, thus completing 
the investment. "1 

On the evening of the 19th the enemy’s sharpshooters, having ob- 
tained possession of our abandoned line of outer works, opened a 
fire upon the upper four-gun water battery, commanded by Major 
¥, W. Hoadley, First Tennessee Artillery, thus rendering the battery 
temporarily untenable. Advantage was taken of the darkness of the 
night to construct traverses on the flank and in rear of the guns of 
this battery, and at daylight there was ample protection afforded to 
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the men while at the guns. The enemy also commenced feeling our 
batteries, and opened a heavy fire from three of his ironclads upon 
Captain [W. C.] Capers’ 10-inch columbiad, on the left of my line. 
ae fire was kept up for several hours, but without any serious 
amage, 

At daylight on the morning of the 20th the enemy opened fire upon 
the city and batteries with seven mortars placed under the bank of 
the river on the Louisiana shore. Three ironclads also shelled the 
lower batteries at long range. 

On the 22d at 9 a. m. four ironclads and one wooden gunboat en- 
gaged the lower batteries, and after an engagement of one hour and 
a half were repulsed. Two of the ironclads were seriously damaged. 
This engagment was creditable to the First Louisiana Artillery, who, 
with ten guns, mostly of small caliber, contested successfully against 
thirty-two heavy guns of the enemy. Our casualties were only 2 
wounded during the fight; one 10-inch columbiad and the 18-pounder 
rifled gun were temporarily disabled. The Blakely gun burst at the 
muzzle. 

On the 23d eleven of the light pieces on the river front were ordered 
to the rear and were there fought by detachments from my command 
during the remainder of the siege. 

From the 24th to the 26th mortars kept up a steady fire upon the 
city and batteries. The 8-inch siege howitzer, one smoothbore 32- 
pounder, and 20-pounder Parrott, and the Whitworth gun were re- 
moved to the rear with their detachments. 

Soon after daylight on the morning of the 27th the enemy’s iron- 
clad gunboat Cincinnati, mounting fourteen guns, was observed ap- 
proaching our upper batteries, while four ironclads approched the 
lower batteries. An engagement took place which resulted in the 
complete repulse of the enemy and the sinking of the Cincinnati in 
front of our guns after an action of thirty minutes. 

Great credit is due to Captains [J. P.] Lynch and [T. N.] John- 
ston, of the First Tennessee Heavy Artillery, for the handsome man- 
ner in which their guns were handled during the engagement. 

The enemy’s loss was severe, many of their men being killed in the 
portholes by our sharpshooters. As the river fell attempts were made 
by the enemy to recover the guns of the Cincinnati by working at 
night, to prevent which fire was opened on the sunken boat every 
night from one or two of my guns during the siege. hcaaaeh 
- On the 28th the 18-pounder rifled gun was sent to the rear lines in 

charge of Captain L. B. Haynes’ company (FE), First Regiment Lou- 
isiana Artillery. 

At daylight on the 31st a tremendous fire was opened on the city 
from the enemy’s guns in the rear, which did some damage to the 
works of the upper batteries. A battery of two small Parrott guns 
which opened upon my left at the same time was silenced by Captain 
Capers’ 10-inch columbiad. 

June 1, a large fire broke out in the city, close upon the magazine 
of the Whig Office battery, which was at one time in great danger. 
The ammunition was taken out and placed in a more secure position. 
All the men of my command that could be spared from the guns were 
ordered out immediately to assist in arresting the progress of the 
conflagration. 
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From June 2 to 8, the enemy kept up an incessant fire from the 
mortar flats on the city and batteries, and each day the gunboats 
below shelled the woods and lower batteries. Two of the fieldpieces 
in my command were turned over to Major-General M. L. Smith, to 
be placed in the rear defense. 

June 9 and 10, the fire from the mortars continued at irregular 
intervals. The enemy succeeded in placing sharpshooters in the 
woods on the Louisiana shore opposite the city, but they were driven 
off by a few well-directed shots from one of the light fieldpieces of 
Major [F. N.] Ogden’s command. 

On the morning of June 11, the enemy opened fire from a 10-inch 
gun placed in position at a point about a mile above the bend of the 
river, opposite the upper batteries, mortars and gunboats still keeping 
up a brisk fire. 

June 12, the 10-inch mortar was ordered to our works in the rear, 
and was placed in Major-General Forney’s line. It was manned by 
a detachment of men from Company G, First Louisiana Artillery, 
under Lieutenant C. A. Conrad. 

June 18 to 15, a 30-pounder Parrott gun opened on the upper bat- 
teries from the same position as the 10-inch gun mentioned previously. 
Several of the mortars dropped down the river some 500 yards, and 
opened a heavy fire on the upper batteries. The two Parrott guns 
opened again on Captain Capers, but were silenced after five shots. 

June 16, enemy opened fire on Captain Lynch’s battery (upper bat- 
teries) from a new work between Edwards’ negro quarters and the 
river, doing considerable damage to the parapets, traverses, etc., but 
not injuring any of our men or guns. 

June 17, 18, 19, mortars still keeping up an irregular fire. The 
guns on the Louisiana shore fired very rapidly in the morning and 
evening. Our batteries replied slowly. The Parrott battery opened 
again on Captain Capers, but never fired after our guns opened. 
Since the surrender it has been ascertained that those two guns were 
totally disabled by Captain Capers’ fire. 

June 20, about 3 a. m., the enemy opened a heavy fire from both 
front and rear upon the city and batteries. Firing ceased at 7.30 
a.m. 

June 21, mortars ceased firing. The enemy mounted a 100-pounder 
Parrott gun on the Louisiana shore, under the bank of the river, at 
a point about 500 yards above the mortar boats. It opened upon the 
city during the evening, doing a great deal of damage. Captain 
|R. C.] Bond, in the lower batteries, opened fire with his 10-inch 
columbiad and 32-pounder rifled gun, when, after a few shots, the 
enemy’s gun ceased firing. 

June 22 to 27, firing from the guns on the Louisiana shore was kept 
up on the city and batteries with great vigor. Our guns replied 
slowly and with deliberation, but in consequence of the timber on the 
Louisiana shore affording ample means of masking batteries, it was 
very difficult to arrive at any satisfactory results. 

On the 26th, the mortars resumed their fire upon the city, and on 
the same day numbers of the enemy’s sharpshooters opened upon the 
city from the brushwood on the Louisiana shore. 

June 28, firing still kept up. The 10-inch Brooke gun in the upper 
batteries burst one of the bands and also at the breech. At 4 p. m. 
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the 100-pounder Parrott gun and two mortars opened upon the lower 
batteries. 

June 29 and 30, heavy firing all along the river front. The gun- 
boats shelled the woods around Captain Capers’ battery. The mortar 
was brought from the rear and remounted in its old position in the 
redoubt on the extreme left of my line. It was very successfully 
used in driving off sharpshooters from that point. In addition to 
the other guns on the Louisiana shore, the enemy opened two small 
Parrott guns close to the bank in front of the city. The fire was very 
slow and at irregular intervals. 

July 1, the enemy .opened fire on the mortar redoubt from his 
lines. Our works were somewhat damaged by it. The mortar re- 
plied, and almost immediately afterwards the enemy’s fire ceased. 

July 2 and 3, heavy firing from all points. At 4 p. m. on the 
3d, I opened fire all along my lines, and at 5 p. m. the last gun was 
fired by the river batteries in defense of Vicksburg. 

July 4, the city capitulated. 

During this long and tedious siege, I am happy to say that the 
officers and men under my command discharged their duty faith- 
fully and with alacrity. Owing to the weakness of our infantry 
force they were called upon to perform other duties than those of 
fighting their guns. They formed a portion of the city guard, dis- 
charged the duties of firemen in case of fire, policed the river, etc., 
’ and the reliefs were almost nightly under arms as infantry in the 
trenches. 

I have not yet received the surgeon’s report of our loss in killed 
and wounded. It will probably not amount to more than 30. 
Among the killed was Major F. W. Hoadley, First Tennessee Heavy 
Artillery, who commanded the upper water battery. This battery 
was exposed constantly to an unceasing fire of mortars, Parrotts, and 
sharpshooters. The gallant major was always at his post, and fell 
with his face to the foe, struck in the breast by a fragment of a shell. 

The officers who most distinguished themselves by their gallantry 
and unceasing vigilance during the siege were: Colonel Jackson, 
First Tennessee Artillery, who, with his gallant regiment, bore the 
brunt of the labors and dangers of the siege, and was always ready 
day or night, for any duty to which he might be called; Lieutenant- 
Colonel [Robert] Sterling, Captains [J. P.] Lynch and Johnston, 
of the same regiment; Major F. N. Ogden, Eighth Louisiana 
Artillery Battalion, and Captains [T. N.] McCrory and_[P.] 
Grandpré, of the same battalion; Captains W. C. Capers, R. C. Bond, 
and R. J. Bruce; Lieutenants Richard Agar, E. D. Woodlief, and 
C. A. Conrad, First Louisiana Artillery. | 

Captain W. C. Capers, by his strict and indefatigable attention to 
his duties and gallant bearing, won my admiration. 

Lieutenant C. A. Conrad, in command of the 10-inch mortar, be- 
haved with great gallantry. 

Lieutenant W. T. Mumford, adjutant of the command; Lieutenant 
W. M. Bridges, inspector-general; Lieutenant William Yerger, jr., 
aid-de-camp; Lieutenant B. G. Knight, volunteer aid-de-camp; and 
Lieutenant W. O. Flynn, engineer officer, discharged their duties 
to my satisfaction. 
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It is but an act of simple justice before closing this report to make 
known the good conduct of Sergeant Thomas Lynch, of the First 
Louisiana Artillery, who was in command of the picket boats and 
chief of the river police. By his ceaseless energy and his close 
attention to his very arduous duties, he made himself almost invalu- 
able, and I trust the Government will reward his faithfulness. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Epwarp Hiacerns, 
Colonel of Artillery, C. S. Army, 
Late in Command of River Batteries, Vicksburg. 


Major R. W. Memminerr, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regard- 
ing the division of the Mississippi Squadron. . 


Se ee \u. S. Mississrppr Squapron, May 20, 1863. 

Hereafter the Mississippi River will be divided into sections and 
under the command of divisional commanders. 

Section 1 will commence at the mouth of Red River and extend to 
Grand Gulf, which will be the limit of the command. 

The following places will be watched by an ironclad, to see that no 
batteries are erected, viz, Natchez, Fort Adams, Cole’s Creek, and 
Ellis Cliffs. } 

The different divisions will be filled up with light-draft vessels, to 
cruise up and down the river and carry dispatches. These must be 
strung along the river between ironclads. Red River is always to be 
kept blockaded, and when the water is high enough, a strong force to 
be kept at the mouth of Black River. 

Section 2 will commence at Grand Gulf and extend to the Arkansas 
River. Two ironclads will be kept at Grand Gulf, one at Carthage, 
and one at Warrenton. 

Light-draft vessels to be kept moving up and down as circumstances 
will permit. A force of light-draft and wooden boats must be kept 
in vicinity of Greenville up to Napoleon. Ironclads will be added as 
they come to hand. 

Section 3 commences at White River and ends at Memphis. 

A gunboat will be kept at the mouth of White and Arkansas, and 
the coal barges never left without a guard vessel. Vessels will be 
specially detailed for this service. 

Section 4 commences at Memphis and extends to Cairo. Vessels 
will be specially detailed for this section. 

Section 5 includes all of the Tennessee River. Vessels will be 
specially detailed for this service. 

Section 6 includes all of the Cumberland and Ohio rivers as far as 
the Falls. Vessels will be detailed specially for this service. 

Commanders of divisions will regulate their commands according 
to the orders they receive from me. 
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Section 1 will wear the blue and white divisional flag, boat code, 
with a ball over the flag; the commanding officer of division to wear 
boat-code blue flag. 

Section 2 will wear red and white divisional flag, boat code, and the 
commanding officer of division will wear the red divisional flag. 

Section 3 will include all the vessels belonging to the first division 
of light-drafts. Section 4 will include all the vessels belonging to the 
second division of light-drafts. Section 5 will include all the vessels 
belonging to the third division of light-drafts. Section 6 will include 
all the fourth division of light-drafts. 

Printed lists of divisions will be sent to each divisional officer and 
each commander of division No commander will leave the station 
at which he is placed without written orders from the commander of 
the division. All communications will be sent to me through the 
commander of division, who will approve all requisitions except for 
money. 

Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Miss. Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. 8. Navy, commanding U.S. S. General Bragg, regard- 


ing convoy duty. 
U.S. S. Tyrer, 
Mouth of White River, May 20, 1863. 
Sir: You will proceed down the river convoying the U. S. naval 
hospital boat Red Rover and steamers City of Memphis and New 
Kentucky. You will convey them to Milliken’s bend and return 
to this point immediately. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commandecr and Senior Officer present. 


Lieutenant Commanding Josuvua Bisuop, 
Commanding General Bragg. 


(Telegram. ] 
Wasuineton, May 20, 1863—4.05 p. m. 
The Secretary of War thinks that such of your boats as may be 
available and not required in the Cumberland and Tennessee should 
proceed immediately to Vicksburg. 
H. W. Hatteck. 


Brigadier-General Ever, 
Cairo, Lil. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U.S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
General Price, regarding expedition to Red River and capture of 
eighteen boats. 

U.S. S. Generat Srertine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 
Sir: In obedience to your order of the 16th instant, which was re- 
ceived on the 17th instant, I completed receiving on board the ammu- 
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nition for the Lafayette and Pittsburg at 5 p. m., and proceeded 
immediately down the river; stopped at James’ plantation and took 
in tow the coal barge, containing coal and Company D, First Missis- 
sippi Regiment, contrabands. 

To save time, continued to coal until reaching Grand Gulf. Left 
at daylight of the 18th, arriving at mouth of Red River at 4 p. m., 
stopping repeatedly to destroy boats and barges found engaged in 
removing stock, etc., from Louisiana to Mississippi. Destroyed and 
captured 18 boats, taking on board some 20 contrabands. —__ 

Hauled alongside the Lafayette and delivered her ammunition. 
The Pittsburg was at Bayou Sara, blockading that town. 

General Banks had gone to New Orleans, but his whole command 
was on the Atchafalaya, waiting for transportation to cross, to attack 
Port Hudson. ; 

There being no prospects of a combined attack on Harrisonburg, 
and the ram Switzerland requiring repairs to boilers, I was ordered 
to proceed up Red River and tow the Fort de Russy raft to the 
Atchafalaya, to enable the troops to cross their artillery and baggage 
trains. 

Delivered the raft at that point at 11 a. m. of the 20th and re- 
turned to the mouth of Red River at 11:30.a. m. 

Was ordered to proceed to Bayou Sara to deliver ammunition to 
Pittsburg. After delivering the same, returned to Red River at 11 
p. m., reporting to Commodore Palmer. 

The Lafayette and Switzerland having gone up Red River to block- 
ade mouth of Black River, was directed to receive on board of the 
Price a family of refugees and some soldiers from the ram Swiétzer- 
land and retarn to this place. 

Have been compelled to make repeated stoppages for fuel until 
reaching Grand Gulf, where I took in just coal enough to bring me 
to this place. , 

Captain Owen reports the amount of coal on hand at Grand Gulf as 
being 5,000 bushels. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Seri EK. Woopworrn, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
distribution of vessels in the Cumberland River. 


U. 8. S. Lexrneton, 
Smithland, May 23, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the distribution and employment of 
the boats on the Cumberland as follows: 

Saint Clair, Brilliant, Silver Lake, and Springfield, convoying and 
patrolling between Fort Donelson and foot of Harpeth Shoals. 

There are three light boats fitted out by the army above the shoals 
that receive the transports and convoy them to Nashville. In con- 
sequence of the rapid fall of water, I brought the Levington below 
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§ Ingram’s Shoals, to prevent being caught above. She and the Fair- 


Hosea therefore patrolling the river between Smithland and those 
shoals. 

All is perfectly quiet just now along the Cumberland, but guer- 
rillas are reported to be forming in squads in Livingston and Lyon 
counties, Ky., and will doubtless soon commence their depredations 
on the Cumberland between Donelson and this point, and perhaps 
along the Ohio between here and Caseyville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, regarding. the for- 
warding of dispatches by the U. S. 8. Kenwood. 


Orricr MississippI SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., May 23, 1863. 
Smr: I forward by the Henwood all dispatches and communica- 
tions received for you since my last opportunity. 
From necessity I have dispatched her only’ partially manned, hay- 
ing taken every available man at my disposal for that purpose. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Engagement near Austin, Miss., May 24, 1868. 
Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade. 


Hevena Ark, Way 25, 1863. 
(Via Cairo, May 29.) 

T have the honor to inform you that, as my command was descend- 
ing the river from Memphis on the evening of May 23, the commis- 
sary and quartermaster boat was fired into from the Mississippi 
side by a band of the enemy with two pieces of artillery, about 6 
miles above Austin. I returned yesterday morning to Austin and 
landed my force. The enemy had, a few hours before my arrival, 
captured a small trading steamer and burned her, taking her crew 
captive and appropriating her freight. [I could obtain no intelli- 
gence from the inhabitants by which to guide my movements. My 
cavalry, under the command of Major Hubbard, 200 strong, came 
up with the enemy 1,000 strong, all mounted, 8 miles out. The fight 
lasted nearly two hours. The major was compelled to take shelter 
in a favorable bottom, where he succeeded in repulsing the enemy, 
and finally drove them off before the infantry could come to his 
relief. Our loss was 2 killed and 19 wounded, mostly slight. The 
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enemy left 5 dead upon the field and 1 lieutenant mortally wounded, 
and 22 stand of arms. We captured 3 prisoners. I burned the town 
of Austin, having first searched every building. As the fire pro- 
gressed, the discharge of loaded firearms was like volleys of musketry 
as the fire reached their hiding places, and two heavy explosions of 
powder also occurred. Of Major Hubbard and his battalion I can 
not speak too highly. They are deserving all praise. Every officer 
and man of the little force is reported to have acted with the most 
distinguished bravery and prompt obedience to orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. ELLer, 
Brigadier-General. 
Hon. E. M. Sranron, 
Secretary of War. 


Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade. 


Heapquarters M. M. Bricapr, FLacsure AvuTocRAT, 
Opposite Memphis, June 5, 1863. 

Genera: I have the honor to inform you that as my quarter- 
master and commissary boat was descending the river on the evening 
of the 22d of May, she was fired into from a point 6‘miles above 
Austin, Miss. On the following morning I landed my forces at 
Austin and found the enemy about 8 miles back, some 1,000 strong, 
with two pieces of artillery. My cavalry engaged them, and after 
several hours of fighting routed and drove them away, with a loss 
of 5 dead upon the field, 22 stand of arms, 1 wagon and team, 3 
prisoners, and a number of horses and mules captured. Our loss 
was 2 killed and several wounded, but none mortally. I burned the 
town of Austin, the inhabitants refusing to a man, women the same, 
to give me any information of the enemy, and concealing the fact that 
the evening before they had burned a small trading boat, carried the 
crew off captives, and appropriated the cargo. I had the houses all 
searched, and found ample evidence that a large smuggling trade has 
been successfully carried on at this poimt. Unbroken barrels of 
molasses and sugar, salt, whisky, fish, pieces of dry goods, and large 
quantities of medicines in the original packages, all bore unmistak- 
able evidence of the occupation the people engaged in. I ordered 
the town to be burned, giving the inhabitants the opportunity of sav- 
ing their private effects, and preserving three houses for shelter for 
the women and children. As the fire progressed, the discharge of 
firearms was rapid and frequent in the burning buildings, showing 
that fire is more penetrating in its search than my men had been; two 
heavy explosions of powder also occurred during the conflagration. 

During my stay at Austin, two trading boats arrived from Mem- 
phis, one named Sweden. They showed passes and permits to bring 
out quite a large amount of cotton, signed by officers from the Treas- 
ury Department. They had no goods save some bagging and rope 
on board, yet there were many suspicious circumstances that induced 
the impression upon my mind that the arrival of these boats and this 
command of the enemy so near the same time was occasioned by pre- 
concerted arrangement, and that their contraband cargoes had been 
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discharged at some point farther up during the night and the boats 
had dropped down to Austin to receive their return freight. I would 
be glad to receive from you specific instructions how to deal with 
these cases when they come before me. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Axrrep W. Enter, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding M. M. Brigade. 


[Telegram. ] 


Panota, Miss., May 26, 1863. 
GENERAL: Colonel [W. F.] Slemons, with Second Arkansas Cav- 
alry and Second Mississippi Partisans, fired on transports near 
Austin without effect. The enemy landed from three transports, and 
were repulsed, leaving 18 dead horses; their loss unknown. Ours, 

1 captain and 2 men killed, 12 wounded, and 3 missing. 
James R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General. 


General JoHNsToN, 
Canton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
operations at Savannah and Clifton, Tenn. 


U. S. Gunpoat Argosy, 
Tennessee River, May 24, 1863. 

Sir: On the 17th I received notice from General Oglesby that a 
considerable force of the enemy, with artillery, was at Savannah 
and Clifton, shelling the opposite shore and crossing the river. I 
hurried up the river, but the rebels retired from the banks on our 
approach. General Dodge, at Corinth, advised me that he wished to 
cross a heavy cavalry force at Hamburg. When I reached there he 
informed me that he could not send the force immediately, on 
account of rebel movements along his front, but he would do so the 
coming week, crossing over 1,500 cavalry. I left three gunboats to 
cooperate in this movement and came down the river for the pur- 
pose of looking after the Duck River section and to send two of the 
heavy-draft boats to exchange for lighter ones. The river is falling 
rapidly and is low already. Most of the gunboats can not go high 
up after eight days more at the present rate of falling. 

The rebel force that has been at Savannah and thereabouts, I 
learned was a part of Forrest’s command on its return after captur- 
ing Colonel Streight near Rome, Ga. 

The Robb, being then the sternmost of the boats, was fired into on 
the 19th below Duck River and 2 men were slightly wounded. 

Since my last communication, we have destroyed immense numbers 
of boats of every conceivable construction, showing great activity on 
the part of the enemy in making them. He holds the right bank 
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trom near Fort Henry up, and is active in crossing in small parties 
to surprise our pickets and to plunder the people, who on the left 
bank are mostly Union. 

General Rosecrans’ army is completely cut off from the Tennessee 
River by Van Dorn’s old corps, and I can gather no information of 
his movements. A report is current up river that 20,000 infantry from 
Columbus, Miss., crossed the Tennessee at Florence a few days since 
to reinforce General Bragg. The rebels, in all this region since 
Hooker’s defeat, believe in their independence as an accomplished 
fact, and are in good heart in consequence. 

The general health of this part of your squadron is good. 

T have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELpPs, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U.S. Navy, regarding late 
movements of gunboats under his command in Tennessee River, 
May 24 to 31, 1863. 

U. S. Gungoar CovineTon, 
Fort Henry, June 3, 1863. 

Sir: Beginning with the date of the last report I had the honor 
to forward, I have now to inform you that the three gunboats left 
to cooperate in a movement across the Tennessee at Hamburg effected 
that purpose. 

On the 24th the Covington, at Savannah, crossed and covered a 
small force which proceeded a few miles back and destroyed a cotton 
and woolen factory and a mill used by the rebels. 

On the evening of the 26th, cavalry, with four howitzers, under 
Colonel Cornyn, Tenth Missouri Cavalry, arrived at Hamburg from 
Corinth, and the gunboats safely crossed the force over the river. 

Colonel Cornyn made a forced march to Florence, Ala., which place 
he captured after a sharp fight. He destroyed an immense amount of 
property of various kinds belonging to the enemy and in use by him, 
among which were three large cotton mills, and also large deposits 
of corn. The colonel estimates the value of property destroyed at 
a He returned to Hamburg on the 30th, with 60 prisoners 
of war. 

Meanwhile 150 cavalry had landed at Savannah under cover of the 
guns of the Covington, intended to operate in that neighborhood, and 
keep open communication between Colonel Cornyn and the gunboats. 
The Fanny Barker and Robb covered the landing opposite Hamburg. 
The force at Savannah had captured some stock and brought it in, 
but on the 80th, while returning from an expedition with considerable 
stock, the commander found himself pressed by a rebel force and was 
obliged to abandon his stock and he barely succeeded in getting into 
Savannah, where I found him on the river bank, protected by the 
Covington. Colonel Biffle, the rebel commander, had invested the 
town, demanding a surrender of our forces, and giving an hour 
for the removal of women and children, if this demand were not 
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complied with. He received for an answer from both our command- 
ing officers, a short and more expressive than civil reply to come and 
take them. Not wishing to interfere with Colonel Biffle’s projects 
for getting his command badly cut up, it turned out as I expected, 
mere gasconade. I went on to Hamburg, where Colonel Cornyn had 
arrived, and I crossed his command over that night with some 1,000 
additional animals captured. It appears that the enemy had pushed 
considerable force from Spring Hill and Columbia, General Bragg’s 
left wing, toward Hamburg, in the hope of cutting off Colonel 
Cornyn’s force, but had come up too late. 

There was brisk skirmishing during the time we were crossing our 
people. In the morning the enemy was discovered in the woods near 
where the crossing was effected, and we shelled him out. Numerous 
Union families from Hardin County, Tenn., became alarmed at the 
rebel threats of vengeance, and begged me to bring them down the 
river, and I have done so, having a bike load of the household effects 
they have been able to save. 

‘Descending the river on the 31st to as far as Perryville, I there 
crossed a small force under Lieutenant-Colonel Breckenridge, for the 
purpose of securing a quantity of leather at different tanneries. The 
rebels are seizing it wherever found, to carry off for army purposes. 
Eight hundred of them were reported encamped 20 miles distant, 
with the object of covering their part of this leather-seizing opera- 
tion. I have on board a epieidorabte quantity of hides, to be turned 
over at Paducah. 

There are two light-drafts, the Kenwood and Exchange, boats that 
can navigate this river at all times, that I would respectfully sug- 
gest should be sent here in exchange for heavier vessels, more suit- 
able for Mississippi River service than those two are. 

J am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Puetes, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


I have omitted to mention, there seemed to be reliable evidence that 
large detachments from Bragg’s army are moving in a southerly 
direction. I ordered Lieutenant Goudy to look after one of these, 
said to be 10,000 strong, but probably much less, moving toward 
Clifton, on this river. 

There is no doubt but that Bragg’s army has been drawn on for re- 
inforcements for Vicksburg. Not one word in regard to General 
Rosecrans or his movements ever reaches this command. I left three 
gunboats with Lieutenant Goudy, the senior officer, to operate till 
my return with coal and supplies. 

S. L. Puexps. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U.S. Navy, regarding vessels. 


Orrice MissIssipPl SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., May 20, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith two telegrams from 
General Burnside to me dated 7th and 9th instant, respectively, with 
my answers, and a copy of an extract from a letter from me to Act- 
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ing Master Bowen, dated May 4, 1863, which copies were accidentally 
omitted in my communication to you of the 17th instant. 

The Conestoga arrived to-day. A survey was held upon her 
boilers, a copy of which I herewith enclose. As it will require a 
month to repair them, I have deemed it best to place Captain Self- 
ridge, with his officers and crew, on board the James Thompson, 
formerly a large ferryboat, armed with six 8-inch guns and two 12- 
pounder rifle howitzers. 

I have also collected a small crew for the Henwood and detached 
Acting Ensign Swaney from the Conestoga and ordered him to com- 
mand her. 

These two vessels will in all probability leave for the lower fleet 
day after to-morrow. 

The Kenwood has two 32-pounders in bow and four 24-pounder 
howitzers on broadside. 

The Cincinnati has arrived and will leave to-morrow. 

The Little Rebel will not be able to leave till early next week. 

I opened your communication to Lieutenant-Commander Phelps 
(now up the Tennessee), in which you directed him to take the first 
monitor and proceed up that river, but in a communication of later 
date to me, you say that we have vessels sufficient up the Tennessee 
and direct me to send all down below. I shall therefore dispatch 
the Osage to the lower fleet as soon as possible, which will be in all 
probability in two or three days. : 

The repairs on the Conestoga will be commenced at once. I will 
drive the work ahead as fast as the limited number of boiler makers, 
etc., at my command will permit. 

The Cricket arrived last night. I have had her boilers repaired 
to-day, and she will leave in the morning. 

Your dispatches received by her from Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese were forwarded by telegraph immediately on receipt. 

I telegraphed to the honorable Secretary of the Navy that portion 
of your letter stating your loss below, and the number of men that 
you directed me to send you, adding that I had not one available 
man at my disposal for that purpose. 

Two of the light-draft gunboats ordered by the honorable Secre- 
tary of the Navy to be purchased for service in the upper Ohio, etc., 
have been purchased; the third will doubtless be procured in a few 
days. 

I have detached Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford from the 
Zhompson and shall order him up to command one of those boats. 

I shall order the Vauwmheag down from the upper Ohio as soon 
as one of the new boats can be got ready to relieve her; she will be 
sent to the lower fleet. 

As there is urgent necessity for the light boats on the upper Ohio, 
T shall send their ordnance and ordnance stores to Cincinnati, and 
have ordered Lieutenant-Commander Badger to proceed to that 
place to attend to their ordnance equipment. 

The tug Dahlia will go down with the Cincinnat?. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Lieutenant-Commander Phelps writes that he is informed by Gen- 
eral Oglesby that there are 2,000 rebels at Savannah, on the Ten- 
nessee River, and that he has gone up to look after them. 


Detached expedition of the U. S. 8. Baron De Kalb and other vessels 
tn Yazoo and Sunflower rivers, for destruction of Confederate 
vessels, May 24 to 31, 1863. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


No. 48.] MississtppPI SQUADRON, 
Near Vicksburg, June 1, 1863. 

Sir: After the return of the expedition under Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Walker up the Yazoo, and the destruction of the rams and 
navy yards, I dispatched the same officer up again with instructions 
to capture transports. The enclosed is his report. Besides those 
steamers mentioned as burned, the rebels burned the Arcadia and 
Magenta also, two of their best transports. 

My object was to break up the transportation on the Yazoo, and 
with the exception of a few steamers beyond Fort Pemberton, the 
rebels can transport nothing by water on that river. Steamers to 
the amount of $700,000 were destroyed by the late expedition—9 
in all. 

The Star of the West has sunk, blockading completely the Yalo- 
busha River, and the gunboat 7vy was found sunk near Liverpool 
Landing. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Baron De Kats, 
Mouth of Yazoo River, June 1, 1863. 

Sir: I have to report that I left this place on the morning of the 
24th May with the De Kalb, Forest Rose, Linden, Signal, and Petrel. 
I pushed up the Yazoo as speedily as possible, for the purpose of cap- 
turing or destroying the enemy’s transports in that river, The 
Signal knocked down her smoke stacks and returned the same night. 
Leaving the De Kalb with orders to come on as fast as possible, I 
pushed on with the Yorest Rose, Linden, and Petrel to within about 
15 miles of Fort Pemberton, when I found the steamers John Walsh, 
R. J. Lockland, Golden Age, and Scotland sunk on a bar, completely 
blocking it up. Failing in my efforts to make a passage through the 
blockade, I fired them, destroying all but such parts of the hulls as 
were under water. These steamers were fine boats, in good order, 
and if I had had the means, could have been raised and saved. [I re- 
mained at that point during the night, and the next morning at day- 
light was attacked by a force of the enemy, but after a sharp fire of a 
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few minutes they beat a hasty retreat. Our only loss was 2 men— 
belonging to the Petrel—wounded. Returning down the Yazoo I 
burned a large sawmill, 25 miles above Yazoo City. 

At Yazoo City I landed and brought away a large quantity of bar, 
round, and flat iron from the navy yard. Arriving at the mouth of 
Big Sunflower, I proceeded up that river about 150 miles, until 
stopped by shoal water. At Indian Shoot I sent Volunteer Lieuten- 
ant George W. Brown, of the Forest Rose, with boats through to 
Rolling Fork. He found a quantity of corn belonging to the rebels, 
which he burned. At the mouth of Bayou Quiver [Quiver River?], 
hearing of steamers, I sent Lieutenant Brown, with the boats of the 
Forest Rose and Linden, wp after them. Ascending 10 miles, he 
burned the Dew Drop and Emma Bett. The Linden burned the Argo 
in a small bayou about 75 miles up Sunflower. I also found the Uot- 
ton Plant sunk in Lake George, with nothing out of water but the 
tops of her smokestacks. 

At Garvin’s Landing, on the Sunflower, I found and brought away 
a cutter, which was lost on the Deer Creek expedition. 

Returning, I arrived here last evening. I have been much indebted 
to Volunteer Lieutenants Brown, of the Forest Rose, and Thomas 
E. Smith, of the Zinden, for their zeal and efficiency during the 
expedition. 

I have as prisoners 2 engineers and a pilot in the service of the 
rebels, and several deserters and refugees. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JoHN G. WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8S. Navy. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davw D. Portsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Extracts from log of U. S. S. Forest Rose, Acting Master George W. Brown, 
commanding. 


May 21, 1868.—Weather fine. At 1:45 a. m. was ordered up the 
Yazoo River. At 3 passed the gunboat Romeo, at same time a boat 
came alongside with dispatches from General Grant. Arrived at 
Haynes’ Bluff at 3:45 a. m. At 4:10 a. m. started with dispatches 
for the South Western [Great Western]; delivered them at 6:35 and 
went to the ordnance boat, from there to the coal barges in Yazoo 
River and commenced coaling. At 9:30 a. m. finished coaling. At 
11:45 a. m. arrived at Haynes’ Bluff. At 1:45 p. m. stood up the 
river, bringing up the rear of the fleet. At 7:80 p. m. tied up for 
the night astern of the Linden. From 8 to midnight heard heavy 
firing in the distance. 

May 22, 1863—Midnight to 8 a. m.: Captain Brown, with a guard 
of 12 men, went ashore, returning at 7, and then going aboard the 
Baron De Kalb, returning immediately. The crew go ashore and roll 
6 boilers, chimneys, etc., into the river. At 7:80 sent a party of 
men ashore to stop rebels from carrying off ammunition wagons. 
10:30 a. m. crew ashore destroying rebel property. Meridian to 4 
p. m.: Sent a boat ashore for a rebel soldier. 
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May 23, 1863—At 2:30 a. m. saw a bright light ashore. At 4:05 
a. m. Captain Brown left with 6 armed men, returned and went to 
the Baron De Kalb. At 6:20 a. m. started down the river. At 7:15 
a. m. stopped and rolled some boilers into the river. 7:45 got under- 
way. At 9:15 a. m. left Liverpool, after firing 10 rounds, 4 5-sec- 
ond Parrott shell, 4 shrapnel, 2 howitzer shell, taking position ahead 
of the Baron De Kalb. At 10:30 passed Sunflower River. 

May 26, 1863.—From 4 to 8 a. m.: Weather clear, proceeding up 
the Yazoo River. At 10 a. m. a torpedo was taken out of the river 
by Mr. Morgan, executive officer, and brought on board. Made sev- 
eral landings to distribute Admiral Porter’s proclamation. At 1 
p. m. picked up three torpedoes, two demijohns and one metallic, 
without accident. At 1:45 p. m. made the head of Tchula Lake. At 
3:45 p. m. discovered some steamboats sunk, so as to completely ob- 
struct the river; made preparations for hauling them out. From 
4 to 6 p. m.: Crew stripping the sunken boats before burning. At 
6 dropped astern a short distance, then fired the transports. At 7 
p. m. Captain Brown went ashore with 10 armed men. At 11:45 
p- m. saw a rocket thrown across the river over the burning trans- 
ports. 

May 27, 1863.—Midnight to 4 a. m.: During the watch three rock- 
ets were fired from the banks. At 4:10 a. m., as we were getting 
underway, the guerrillas opened fire upon us from both sides of the 
river; we returned the fire. At 4:40 p. m. ceased firing, having 
thrown 2 5-second shell and 5 canister; got underway. At 5:15 
a. m. sent the Zinden ahead, the Petrel having 2 men wounded. At 
7 we sent our surgeon to her. 8 to meridian: The guards are slightly 
torn, making the bends; we bring up the rear. Weather rainy. At 
5 p. m. tied up at the foot of Honey Island, the rest of the fleet on 
the opposite side of the river. At 5:30 p. m. started down the river 
in advance of the fleet. At 7:45 p. m. came to a pile of Confederate 
cotton on fire, it having been fired by the rebels. Landed a Day Gfx. 
armed men, burned a sawmill, and destroyed other property. At 8 
the Linden came up. From 8 to midnight: Lying at anchor 25 
miles above Yazoo City. 

May 29, 1863 —At 8 a. m. tied up at Indian Shute. At 8:30 a. m. 
Captain Brown left with the cutter and 22 armed men, Messrs. Goble 
and Huntress going also, to reconnoiter. At 8:40 a. m. the Linden, 
with Captain Walker, passed up. At 10:25 Captain Brown returned 
and we started up the river ahead of the Petre]. At 10 p. m. made 
Garvin’s Ferry and tied up. At 11:30 p. m. anchored in the stream, 
when Mr. Rutherford was sent ashore to reconnoiter. 

May 30, 1863.—At 5:50, after getting 3 miles above Garvin’s 
Ferry, was obliged to turn back on account of shallow water. At 
7 a.m. tied up at Quiver Bayou and Captain Brown, Mr. Goble, Mr. 
Huntress, and 19 armed men, together with two boats from the 
Linden, went up the bayou. We ran down to Garvin’s Ferry to 
wood and wait for the boats. At 11:30 a. m. the three boats returned 
with the steamboat Hmma Bett, captured 14 miles up the bayou. 
Meridian to 4 p. m., proceeding down the river. At 5 p. m, met the 
gunboat Manitou; she turned back; Captain Selfridge came aboard. 
At 5:30 p. m. passed the Manitou, her wheel being out of order. 
At 8 took aboard a Confederate soldier. 
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Heapquarters, Firrrento Army Corps, 
; June 2, 1863. 

Dear Genera: * * * Captain Selfridge is just down from 
Yazoo and Sunflower. In Sunflower they found the following boats 
burned and destroyed by the enemy: Dew Drop, Argosy, Sharp, and 
Argo. In the Yazoo, 15 miles below Greenwood, four boats were 
sunk across the channel, closing the channel. They, too, were burned 
to the water’s edge, and otherwise destroyed. These were the Scot- 
land, R. J. Lockland, John Walsh, and Golden Age. 

S. W. Ferguson was at Greenwood with a small force, and it was 
represented that about fifteen boats remained in the Yazoo above the 
obstruction and below Greenwood, which the gunboats could not 
reach. 

I am, etc., W. T. SHERMAN. 


Major-General Grant. 


[Telegram. ] 


Grenapa, Miss., ay 26, 1863. 


Just received dispatch from Vaughan’s Station that only a few 
marines, with eight fieldpieces, on transports. Just learned that 
Colonel [S. W.] Ferguson is below Greenwood with 500 men. Four 
large steamers sunk there to obstruct river. Captain Brown, of 
Navy, with 150 artillerists there; [has] up two heavy guns. Had I 
not better await further developments and organize battalion? An- 
swer immediately. 

J. Z. GEORGE. 

General CHauMers. 


Report of Commander Brown, C. S. Navy, regarding engagement with the enemy 
at the obstructions below Greenwood, Yazoo River, Miss. 


GreENWwoopD, Miss., Way 28, 1863. 
GeneERAL: I have to report for your information that three of the 
enemy’s vessels reached the obstructions which I had placed in the 
river below Greenwood on the evening of the 26th instant. They 
burned off the upper works of the boats there sunk, and remained 
near by during the night. At daylight they were attacked by 
Colonel S. W. Ferguson’s sharpshooters, under Captain J. H. Morgan, 
when they cut their cables and fled down the river, firing during their 
flight grape and canister at our men, none of whom were hurt. The 
enemy acknowledged a loss of 12 killed. I hope soon to hear some- 
thing better of him, as on his way down he had to pass the torpedoes, 

which he avoided on his way up by coming through Tchula River. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 


Isaac N. Brown, 
Commander, C. S. Navy. 
General Josrpu EK. Jonunston, 
Commanding Department West and South, Jackson, Miss. 
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Report of Captain Walke, U.S. Navy, regarding movements in Red 
River and referring to the investment of Port Hudson by Major- 
General Banks, U. S. Army. 


U. S. Gunpoat Larayerrs, 
Red River, May 25, 1863. 

Str: In accordance with your orders of the 11th instant I came 
down without delay to the mouth of Red River in the Mississippi on 
the 13th, and on the 20th filled up with coal and came up the Old 
River to the mouth of Red River proper with the Lafayette and 
Switzerland. 

The Pittsburg, from Bayou Sara, joined us yesterday, 24th instant. 

All of General Banks’ army have crossed over the Mississippi 
River on their way to Port Hudson, which he has completely invested 
by this time. We are in need of another coal barge, as there were but 
3,600 bushels of coal in the barge brought down by the Albatross. 

I have been informed by refugees from Alexandria that the rebels 
have reoccupied that place, and are bringing their gunboats down to 
that place. The river is falling very fast, and if it continues to fall 
at this rate I shall be obliged in a few days to drop down below the 
bar of, or near the mouth of this river. 

I would have reported to you by the Price, but I was not aware that 
Commodore Palmer intended to send her up to you until the Lafayette 
was on her way up the Red River, and I requested him to report for me. 

I have received a dozen good contrabands and I can not accom- 
modate any more, so I shall have to send any others that may come 
on board to General Banks, unless you will have them otherwise dis- 
posed of. They state that General Taylor has about 2,000 troops at 
Alexandria. I would like to know what you will have me to do with 
the guerrilla prisoner; he is an inconvenience; shall I send him to the 
army or to you? I shall remain here as long as I can with safety, 
or as you may think proper. 

We are short of provisions, bread particularly, and small stores. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Wa.ke, 
Captain, U. S. Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
: Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, 
U.S. Navy, to continue at Black River as long as possible. 


U. S. Mississtrprr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, May 26, 1863. 
Dear Wate: Do not get uneasy. I will see that you get every- 
thing in time. ; 
I am hauling coal over by land and will send you a large load in 
a day or two. 
We are fighting hard here, but Vicksburg is bound to fall. _ 
Keep at Black River as long as you can; the Pittsburg will Join you. 
Yours, in haste, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Captain H. Wake, 
Commanding Lafayette, Red River. 
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FiLacsure AUTOCRAT, 
Helena, Ark., May 25, 1863. 

I have the honor to request that another regiment of infantry be 
added to my command. I find from experience that my force is too 
small, and entirely insufficient to head against the enemy I have to 
contend with in the field, and at the same time provide for the safety 
of my boats. If permitted to choose, I would ask that the Thirty- 
third Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, Colonel Charles E. Lippincett 
commanding, be added to the Marine Brigade. No additional boats 
will be required for this increase of the command. 

Aurrep W. Exxer. 

Hon. E. M. Sranron. 


{Felegram. ] 


Fiacsuie Biack Haws, 
Near Vicksburg, May 25, 1863. 
Sir: There is a strong force of vessels at the mouth of Arkansas 
River ready at all times to accompany any expedition, but I doubt if 
the water in the river, which is falling rapidly, is favorable to such 
an enterprise beyond the Post. 
Davip D. Portes, 
Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipson WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


(Sent also to Major-General H. W. Halleck, U. S. Army, Genera]- 
in-Chief, Washington.) 


Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master 
Griswold, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Hastings, to report for 
duty at the mouth of Yazoo River. 


Orrice Mississtppr SQuaDRON, 
Cairo, [ll., May 26, 1863. 

Str: You will proceed down the Mississippi River with the vessel 
under your command, without delay, to the mouth of the Yazoo 
River, and on your arrival will report for duty to Acting Rear- 
Admiral D. D, Porter, U. S. Navy, commanding Mississippi Squad- 
ron, or his representative at that place. 

You will deliver to him in person all dispatches intrusted to your 
care for him. 

You will also deliver to Fleet Surgeon Ninian Pinkney, at Mem- 
phis, any communications for him which may be intrusted to you. 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. M. Pennocg, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Acting Master Commanding W. N. Griswotp, U.S. Navy, 
U. 8. Gunboat Hh astings. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. 8. Navi , to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S.S. General ay regarding 
convoy duty. 

U.S. Gunsoat Ty.er, 
Mouth of White River, May 26, 1863. 
Sm: You will proceed down the river, convoying the steamers 
Luminary and Ben Franklin. You will convoy them as far as the 
head of Milliken’s Bend and return immediately. 
T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Lieutenant Commanding Josuvua Bisnop, 
Commanding U.S. 8. General Bragg. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U.S. Navy, regarding orders for 
the U.S. S. Lexington to return from Cumberland River. 


Orrice Mississrppr SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., May 28, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that a draft of 60 men arrived 
here this morning from Erie, Pa. I send down 50 of them on the 
General Lyon. 

I send you by this opportunity 70 copies of Rules and Regulations 
for the Light-Draft Flotilla. As I had none here for distribution 
to the vessels now ready and being fitted out, I have had a quantity 
printed. 

I received a telegram this morning from Lieutenant-Commander — 
Fitch that the Lexington would be of no further use up the Cumber- 
land on account of low water. I have ordered her to be sent down 
here. I am informed that she requires considerable repairs, and I 
will send her down to you as soon as they are completed. I will 
supply her place up the Cumberland with a light-draft as soon as I 
can get men. 

The Lwchange is on her way down here from Cincinnati. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8S. Navy. 


Orrice MIssIssipp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., May 26, 1868. 
Sm: I forward by the Hastings all dispatches and communications 


received since my last opportunity. Bay: 

I have ordered Acting Lieutenant H. A. Glassford to Cincinnati, 
to assume command of the first ready of the three light-drafts fitting 
out there. I transmit herewith a copy of my letter of instructions 


to him. 
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General Burnside requested the use of one of the gunboats at Cin- 
cinnati for a few days for a specific purpose. I permitted him to 
take the Hxachange, directing Acting Master Bowen to put an officer 
on board to take charge of her. I have since learned from the public 
prints that she was used to convey Mr. Vallandigham from Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, to Louisville. She had not received her armament, but 
General Burnside placed a battery and a small guard on board for 
temporary purposes. 

Your dispatches forwarded by the Polar Star were received yes- 
terday morning. I carried them myself to the telegraph office and 
had them sent immediately; they were also forwarded by mail and 
the map of Snyder’s Bluff enclosed. 

The Hey West being of much lighter draft, I have exchanged her 
for the Argosy (formerly attached to the Tennessee division) and 
transferred the officers and crews of the latter to her. 

T am informed that the water is falling rapidly in the Cumberland 
and Tennessee rivers. 

The Covington is well up the Tennessee River, actively employed. 
T sent down the Wenwood on Sunday last, which will, I hope, take 
her place, should that arrangement meet with your views. 

The Vaumkeag is still in the upper Ohio; she will be sent down 
to you as soon as possible. The three hght-draft boats now being 
fitted out at Cincinnati for the upper Ohio, Kanawha, and Big Sandy 
are progressing rapidly, and will, I hope, soon be ready for service. 

Allow me, admiral, to most heartily congratulate you on your late 
signal successes at Vicksburg and below. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, command- 
ing off White River, regarding firing upon hospital boat Memphis 
near Island No. 65. 

U. S. Gunspoar Tyrer, 
Off White River, May 27, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Warmora arrived last 
night with orders from Captain Pattison to report to me. She being 
the fastest light-draft on this station, I shall keep her principally 
employed in convoying boats from this station to Greenville. En- 
closed I forward a report of the commanding officer of the Rattler.* 
I have just received information that boats have been fired into 
at the foot of Island No. 65, one of which was the hospital boat City 
of Memphis, loaded with sick and wounded soldiers. I reported the 
fact to Brigadier-General Ellet, whose brigade has been lying at this 
place for the last two days. I consider that in the vicinity of 

Island [| No.] 65 would be a good place for him to land his troops and 

scour the neighborhood. I have heard of no boats being fired into 

within the vicinity of Greenville for the last eight days. According 
to your orders I have relieved Captain Langthorne from his com- 
mand, and have held a court of enquiry in regard to his case; the 


* Not necessary to publish. 
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proceedings of which I will forward to you as soon as possible. I 
still have Captain Hentig under arrest. “With the present force on 
this station, I shall be able to station another gunboat just about 
Gaines’ Landing. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuett, 
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer present. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 
Catro, Inu., ay 28, 1863. 
Send Lexington down if water is too low. Will send light-draft 
boat when I have one. Pet is at the fleet. 
A. M. Pennock, 


Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fircn, 
Commanding Cumberland Division, 
Mississippi Squadron, Smithland, Ky. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commodore 
Hull, U. S. Navy, for the raising of the U. S. S. Cincinnati as well 
as the U. 8. 8. Indianola. 

Mississrppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, near Vicksburg, May 29, 1863. 

Sir: You will please make arrangements with the party who 
proposed to raise the /ndianola to raise the Cincinnati at the same 
time, or as soon as we are in possession of Vicksburg. She lies in 3 
fathoms water; sets up straight; and her spar deck is even with the 
water. 

There is no current and she is about 20 yards from shore. I think 
it probable that we may also raise the Cairo. She is in about 5 
fathoms of water. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Commodore J. B. Hutu, U.S. Navy, . 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, commanding 
off White River, regarding prisoner captured by the commanding 
officer of the U. S. S. Curlew. 

U.S. Gunpoar TYLER, 
Mouth of White River, May 29, 1863. 


Sir: The commanding officer of the Curlew, Acting Ensign Tur- 
ner, captured on the night of the 24th instant William Blytenberg at 
Napoleon. He was in the habit of reporting the movements of all 
the gunboats and transports in that vicinity to the rebel pickets in 
that neighborhood; he has also been known to have carried letters, 
etc., across the river, and has also threatened many persons of Union 
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sympathies in that vicinity. He had, when taken, a rifle and pistol. 
I shall send him to you by first naval boat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuerr, 
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer Present. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. 8. Navy, requesting 
that a portion of the Marine Brigade be stationed off Island No. 68. 


U. S. Gunsoat TYLER, 
Mouth of White Rwer, May 29, 1863. 
Sir: I would respectfully request that you would order a portion 
of General Ellet’s brigade to land at Island [No.] 68, as the guer- 
rillas have two pieces of artillery there and about one hundred in- 
fantry. They have fired into several boats at that point, but have 
injured no one. I have stationed the Curlew there with orders to 
convoy all transports from the head of Island [No.] 65 to the foot 
of Island [No.] 68 that can not run the inside channel at the last- 
named island. It being only 24 miles across the country from the 
head of 65 to the foot of 68, and 20 miles by water, the guerrillas 
have two chances at the same boat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHett, 
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer Present. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, regarding operations in and 
about Red River. 


U.S. Gunzoat Larayerrs, 
Red River, May 30, 1863. 

Sir: I have received your orders of the 11th, 12th, and 16th instant. 
I got under way from Alexandria on the afternoon of the 13th on 
receipt of those of the 1ith, arriving at the mouth of this river in the 
Mississippi on the 15th. We grounded twice on the way down. No 
other incident worthy of note occurred. Upon the receipt of your 
orders of the 16th instant to cooperate with General Banks in his 
contemplated attack upon the enemy at Harrisonburg, which being 
abandoned I proceeded here with this vessel, all the others being 
engaged to transport General Banks’ army over the Mississippi at 
Bayou Sara. By the concurring advice of Commodore Palmer I 
remained here until the 24th, when the Pittsburg arrived. The 
Switzerland joined us a few days before. The river has been fallin 
fast since I came up, and a bar is invariably made at the mouth o 
the river when it falls (as the pilots inform me). Our communica- 
tion cut off and being rather short of coal and provisions, I have 
concluded, to await your further instructions. I have not received 
any information from Port Hudson for a week; the Price will go 
down with their mail and return immediately. I send up a few con- 
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trabands; some of them are from the vicinity of Alexandria, who 
say that the rebels occupy that place with some two or three thousand 
troops; and James Humphries, a refugee, whom I will send up to 
you, reports that some 2,500 troops in five stermboats came down and 
landed above Fort De Russy, going to the southward. The follow- 
ing is a list of boats he said are in the rivers above: Webb, Mary T.., 
Grand Duke, Nina Simms, Countess Conley, Dover, Louisville, Stur- 
light, Red Chief, Falls City, Quitman, Frolic, I. N. Ralf, Doubloon, 
Texas, New Era, Trent, Osceola, Charmer. 

One of the contrabands says that the Webd and other boats had 
come down the Red River to Alexandria, the Webd being then 
just above the falls. The commander of the Switzerland (Colonel 
Ellet) desires me to request you to let the Price relieve him to go up 
to Vicksburg a short time, to get a supply of stores and some repairs, 
etc. Iam relieved of considerable anxiety by the coal and provisions 
you just sent us, and we are gratefully obliged to you for the mail 
also. The health of our officers and crew begins to suffer frora the 
effects of this climate and water already. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Wake, 
Captain, U. 8S, Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrzr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
General Bragg, regarding the capture of Captain W. F. Moore, of 
Confederate Army. 

U.S. S. Brage, 


Memphis, May 30, 1863. 

Sir: I respectfully report that on April 18, 1863, Captain W. F. 
Moore, of the Confederate Army, was captured at Rosedale Landing, 
Miss., by Acting Chief Engineer O. Titcomb and Pilot Samuel 
Houston. 

He had the enclosed papers on his person and $4,032 in Confederate 
money. 

By an order from Lieutenant-Commander Thomas O. Selfridge I 
retained him a prisoner on board; and now, in compliance with an 
order from you to Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, I send him per 
General Lyon to you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JosHuA BisHop, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porrrr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Febiger, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Osage, announcing arrival at Memphas and testing of turret ma- 


eer U. S. S. Osace, 
Off Memphis, Tenn., May 30, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the ironclad steamer 
Osage under my command at this place, having left Cairo on the 
27th instant, with orders from Fleet Captain Pennock to report to 
you. On the morning of the 28th, grounded on a bar at the foot of 
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Island No. 18. With the assistance of the steamer Von Phul, suc- 
ceeded in getting off without damage, and after a detention of eleven 
hours proceeded down the river. On the afternoon of the 29th, came 
to anchor off the lower end of Chickasaw Bluff, for the purpose of 
testing turret machinery, gun equipage, and target practice. After 
firing two rounds from each gun with 15-pound charges and shell 
the turret was disabled by the breaking of one of the throttle-valve 
guide rods; one of the breechings badly cut on after edge of gun 
bracket, the recoil being violent and not controllable with the present 
mode of compressing. 

I propose immediately making such alterations as are absolutely 
necessary before leaving this place. 

The enclosed recommendations of Chief Engineer Shock (who, by 
the orders of Commodore Hull, accompanied us for the purpose o 
seeing the working of the turret and its equipage) appear to me to 
be the best that can be done, and I have given orders to have them 
carried out. 

The engineer in charge of the machine shop here thinks the work 
can be finished in about six days. 

Hoping still to arrive in time to be of service, 

I remain, respectfully, 
Jno. C. FEBIGER, 
Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 

Commandant Mississippi Squadron, off Vicksburg, Miss. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding ves- 
sels recently purchased for operating in the Ohio River. 


No. 45.] 


U. S. Mississtppr Squapron, Fiacsure Buack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, May 30, 1863. 

Str: The following vessels have lately been purchased, agreeable 
to your order, for operations on upper Ohio, Kanawha, and Big 
Sandy rivers. They will soon be in commission, if crews can be 
procured : 

Victory, Florence Miller, Rachel Miller. I request authority to 
change the names of Florence Miller to Moose, and Rachel Miller to 
Reindeer. I also propose to call the Fannie Barker the Fawn. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gmwron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


[ Telegram. ] 
Carro, Iuu., Way 30, 1863. 
Dispatch steamer Vew National has arrived from the fleet with 
the following telegram from Admiral Porter: “ Dispatches sent by 
mail.” 
A. M. Pennocr, 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, Fleet Captain. 
Secretary Navy. 
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Catro, Itx., May 31, 1863. 
You are detailed for command of the upper rivers in addition to 
your present command of the Cumberland for the present. Make 
suitable arrangements for the fleet in the Cumberland and come to 
Cairo as soon as possible. 
A, M. Pennocx, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Lieutenant-Commander Lz Roy Frreu, 
Commanding Cumberland Division, 
Mississippi Squadron, Smithland, Ky. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, regarding dis- 
tribution of vessels in the Cumberland River. 


U.S. S. Farrpray, 
Smithland, Ky., May 31, 1863. 
Sir: I have.the honor to report the distribution of the boats on the 
Cumberland as follows: 
Lexington sent to Cairo, to report to Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock. 
Fairplay, St. Clair, and Brilliant, patrolling the river from 
mouth up. 
Silver Lake and Springfield, patrolling and convoying to Clarks- 
ville. 
All is quiet on the river as yet. About 34 feet on Ingram’s Shoals 
and 30 inches on Harpeth. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Lez Roy Firtcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
list of vessels of the Mississippi Squadron and thew stations. 


No. 49.] 


U. S. Misstssrppt Squapron, FiLacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, June 1, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose you the list of vessels in the Mis- 
sissippi Squadron, and their present stations. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WEL LEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C, 
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IDentON cece cce esas 
Baron De Kalb. 
Brilliant 
CHOCtA Wi iccaans fesse 


Conestoga...........2.. 
Cricket 


Champion assesses 
Bastports. atc ssececwicne 
WxChHAUGOr ah. osemnaceae 


Ebenezer (Paw Paw; 
“proposed name). 
Forest Rose.-.....-.--- 
Walt plays sciescceceesees 
Fulton (ram)... .2--.-- 
Fannie (Tawah; pro- 
posed name). 
Fanny Barker (Fawn; 
proposed name). 
General Price 


General Bragg 
General Lyon 
Great Western 
Horner (ram). 
Hastings...... 
Judge Torrence 
NuHetewoseen one 


Kenwood 
Lafayette 
Louisville 


Lioness (ram) 
Hexing bone. s,s cesoc 
Little Rebels... <p. 26e 
Mound (Cityz2 55. <.5.2- 
Marmora........ Seeteae 
Monarch (ram)......... 
Madison: 55 seeciscctate ae 


sbPittsburgs ss. ose a 
Potrelicet soe sarcncccias 


Sampson 


...| First Master R. Dalzell 

-| Acting Ensign M. E. 
.| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson 
.| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Shaw...... 
Rey Wiest NO: Basis. oe Paes dese sesh een eee ee eee at oa ae elena 


.| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Qoudy........... 


‘ Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy 


[Enelosure.] 


Commander. 


ActingyMasten Toh, Kine)... 2 este eemcige-eieeste 
Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner..........-.--.-- 
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese 
Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Greer 
Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker........- 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. G. Perkins... 
Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay...... 
Lieutenant-Commander J. McL. Murphy .. 
Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R. Langthorne. . 
Acting Master Geo. Henti 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J.S. Hurd......... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Scott......... 
AKeting-MastertAy, Phelps 2s eas cne ae scceeeeeece ce 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps...........- 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Geo. W. Brown.... 


Acting Master G. J. Groves... 2... os....005-500-- 
HinstiMaster/8.(Codmanicgsccecsswe tes clvsiciocisienaee 
Commander S. E. Woodworth...........-.....-- 
Acting Master’s Mate J. H. Rivers..............-- 
Lieutenant, Joshua ‘Bishop: .<s...cccsun.s oe eeaee 
Pilot: RSS Birchcc wt sececmecccelsmeaeas eects 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. IF’. Hamilton... 


Acting Master John Swaney.....................- 
Captain Henry: Walke.... <0... -2sennee eee aS 
Lieutenant-Commander IX. K. Owen............. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. E. Smith 
First Master T. O'Reilly 


Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge 
Acting Master John C. Bunner................ sare 
‘Acting Master: A. My @rant..2.. 2-02 ssne-- eee 


ActingVolunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Geo. P. Lord....... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. E. Brennand.... 


Acting Ensign Robt. Wilkinson............-....- 
Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress.......... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J, V. Johnston 
Acting: Master Wo RuWells2....c.2 cesses 
Acting Master Geo. W. Foutty...... stays 
Major John W. Lawrence 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. B. Gregory 
Acting WHsitn Ws Cx COVIOK.. = ccc ccs SeeeRiCoeeeem 
Acting Master Thos. Baldwin 


Do. 
.| Above Vicksburg. 
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Where stationed. 


Tennessee River. 
Inspection boat at Cairo. 
Above Vicksburg. 
Below Vicksburg. 

‘Yazoo River. 
Cumberland River. 
Yazoo River. 


.| Below Vicksburg. 
, epee at Cairo. 
° 


Arkansas River. 
Do. 

Tennessee River. 
Receiving ship at Cairo. 
Fitting out at Cairo. 
On the ways at Mound City. 
Being converted into a gun- 

boat at Cincinnati. 


Yazoo River. 

Cumberland River. 

Bare River. 
0. 


Do. 


Below Vicksburg. 
Guarding mortar boats. 
Arkansas River. 
Dispatch boat. 

Above Vicksburg. 
Tennessee River. 


White River. " 

Being converted into a gun- 
goat at Cairo. 

Arkansas River. 


.| Below Vicksburg. 
Do 


Yazoo River. 
Arkansas River. 


...| Tennessee River. 
.| At Cairo doing guard duty. 


Below Vicksburg. 

Memphis. 

Tennessee River. 

Ordnance barge at Cairo. 

Above Vicksburg. 

At Island No. 10. 

Dispatch boat. 

Being converted into a gun- 
boat at Cincinnati. 

Below Vicksburg. 

Yazoo River. 

White River. 

Tennessee River. 

Cumberland River. 


.| Arkansas River. 
.| Yazoo River. 


Above Vicksburg. 
Tennessee River. 


...| Below Vicksburg. 


Yazoo River. 
Een’ River. 
0 


Yazoo River 
D 


0. 

Being converted into a gun 
boat at Cairo. 

Below Vicksburg. 

Arkansas River. 

Repairing at Cairo. 


Light-draft vessels just purchased and fitting out: 
Victory, Florence Miller (proposed name Moose), Rachel Miller 
(proposed name Reindeer). 
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List of tugs, commanders, and stations: 


Sennen tet ett tin i he 


Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 
Dab soe 5.2 teins x ce ‘Acting Mnsign Wik. Stopes i. cde wcctic cts enccce Above Vicksburg. 
Hyaemth........ --| Acting Ensign J. B. Hiserman................... Do. ei 
Laurel Acting Ensign W. R. Owens..................005 Do 
Nettle Acting Ensign Perry C. Wright.................. Do 
Thistle. - Acting Ensign R. J. Eltringham...... Do. 
MVS cred Sees Acting Master’s Mate Chas. H. Gulick Below Vicksburg. 
DIN ee gee --| Acting Ensign D. C. Bowers..... .--| At Cairo. 
Waa Ep oem Se See ae Acting Ensign James M. Bailey.. Do. 
Mistletoe. --22.-1.5..- Acting Ensign James L. Quigley. Do. 
Mignonette............- Acting Ensign M. B. Muncy....... Do. 
IPARS Sse ete. 8 oe Aeting Hnsign Wim; Harriss £. 2225. .c..c e000 «0's Do. 
LNaTSs ae Acting Ensign John M. Kelly.................... Gone to Cairo. 


List of steamers in the Mississippi Marine Brigade, Brigadier- 
General Alfred W. Ellet commanding: 


Vessel. Commander. How employed. 
PAMIPOCTAG eos 2 5c. Captawiysk.. Crangale. 6. case mee cae of Transporting troops for Gen- 
eral Grant. 
UA Se ee aa eee Lieutenant-Colonel Geo. E. Currie............... Do. 
ISQties a ooo eee Sea MEAION OS oa SAIC Ay ee eae Sona ee cece Sonics sas Do. 
Dianaes 22.23. Colpnel Chase Melleb=. Feces bh bow cewek odes Do. 
E. H. Fairchild. Captain Jas. C. Brooks. Do. 
John Raine....- Major J. M. Hubbard... Do. 
Woodford....... Et ONO RADAR Se. </-cheieh Sod cea mance ess oi Do. 


Report of Lieutenant Murphy, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Carondelet, regarding expedition down the river, carrying bearer 
of dispatches, including operations at Perkins’ Landing. 


U.S. S. CaronDELeT, 
Below Vicksburg, June 1, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with your 
instructions, I got underway at 10:55 p. m. on May 30, and with Mr. 
Dana, a bearer of dispatches to General Banks, steamed down the 
river. About midnight we overhauled the transport Forest Queen, 
having Colonel John Riggin, jr., on board, bearing dispatches to 
General Grant. After consultation, Mr. Dana, with whom I was 
directed to consult, returned up the river on the Forest Queen in 
company with Colonel Riggin, and I proceeded down to Perkins’ 
Landing, which point we reached at 3 a. m. of yesterday. Colonel 
Owen, commanding a detachment of 300 men, came on board, in- 
formed me that his communication with headquarters was cut off; 
that he was in immediate expectation of attack, but that he was 
intrenched behind an improvised defense of cotton bales, and anxious 
to leave. He wished me to remain to protect him until the ar- 
rival of a transport which would enable him to evacuate the post. 
In the interim I shelled the woods in the lower vicinity, and thus 
prevented the enemy from advancing and throwing an enfilading 
fire on the troops ashore. The Forest Queen arrived at 9 a. m. 
and commenced to load up. At 9:15 the enemy, with a force, as 
near as we could ascertain, of 1,400 effectives, under command of 
Brigadier-General McCulloch, took the open field and approached 
rapidly. I immediately engaged them with such guns as could be 
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brought to bear, and ceased the action at 11 a. m., when the enemy 
retired. Finding the post abandoned with large quantities of pri- 
vate and commissary stores, and in the absence of any definite com- 
munication with Colonel Owen, I concluded to land and either con- 
vey off or destroy the property that remained. From the falling 
water and the risks that involved the safety of the vessel not much 
was accomplished in this respect. We remained, however, about an 
hour and set fire to what could not be brought on board. The picket 
guard, under the command of Captain Walker, who was left in the 
escape of our forces, was rescued, and a prisoner from | William] 
Edgar’s Texas battery, which comprised four six-pounders, was cap- 
tured. From this man I learned that a brigade of Texas troops was 
engaged in the fight and that two other brigades were hourly ex- 
pected. In my judgment our troops could have safely remained 
under our protection had policy required the continued occupancy of 
the post. 

is clone the gunner’s report of ammunition expended. 

We met with no accident or casualty. 

About 2 p. m. we reached James’ plantation, about 5 miles above, 
and found most of the negro quarters and outbuildings burning. In 
the hospital there were a number of cases of smallpox, and I regret 
to say that, although the transport held safe communication with 
these disabled and helpless people, they were unaccountably aban- 
doned. I left some stores with them and would have brought them 
off could’ I have done so without endangering the crew. I also left 
thirty rations with Mr. James, who was in a starving condition. 

I got underway from Ion at 3:30 p. m., and arrived at this place at 
10 p.m. Iam coaling ship this morning and making preparations to 
return down the river, if you deem it necessary. 

My impression is that the constant presence of a gunboat is neces- 
sary between Warrenton and Grand Gulf to patrol the river. The 
enemy have concentrated several transports in Tensas Bayou, and 
through that source they may form out of the distracted elements of 
their army the nucleus of a vexatious guerrilla force. I shall obey 
your verbal order to stop this business if I can. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. McLrop Murpuy, 
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, ete. 


Report of Commander Woodworth, U.S. Navy, commanding U. 8.8. 
General Price, regarding expedition to Red River and return. 


U.S. 8. Generat Sreriine Price, 
Below Vicksburg, June 1, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to report that agreeable to instructions in 
your order of May 28, left this point at 12 midnight of the same day 
sor Red River, touching on my way down at Grand Gulf for coal 
parge. 

Upon arriving at the mouth of Red River, learned that the fleet 
was lying at the mouth of the Atchafalaya, 
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Proceeded immediately to that point and delivered coal barge and 
provisions to the Lafayette and Pittsburg, after which proceeded 
down the river to deliver mail and dispatches to the Hartford, lying 
in sight of the batteries at Port Hudson. 

As soon as these were delivered and the return dispatches obtained, 
started at once up the river for this point. 

The coal barge previously taken down to the fleet was in use by the 
army, and the other barge, containing more coal than could be taken 
aboard of the vessels there, left it to be discharged at leisure. 

On way up river found the Lowésville at the wreck of the Horizon, 
engaged in removing the fieldpieces. 

At Grand Gulf took in tow the remaining coal barges, which I 
brought to this point. 

I send you a prisoner from the Lafayette, also a deserter from the 
rebel army picked up at Natchez. 

I brought up, at the request of Captain Walke, 3 discharged men 
from the Pittsburg, 2 from the Switzerland, and 1 from the Lafay- 
ette, also 10 contrabands from the latter vessel. They, together with 
a number of the same picked up on our trip up, remain at this point, 
agreeable to such disposition as you may make of them. 

I shall proceed at once to coal ship, agreeable to orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 
Sxetim E. WoopwortsH, 
Commander, Commanding Price. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davw D. Porter. 


Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, re- 
garding operations on Arkansas shore and transportation of troops, 
June 1-9, 1863. 


Heapquarrers MississrpP1 Marine Bricape, 
Flagship Autocrat, above Vicksburg, June 15, 1863. 

ApmiraL: IJ have the honor to report that in accordance with your 
instructions received on the morning of the 1st instant, I proceeded 
without any delay with six boats belonging to my fleet to Memphis, 
Tenn., and reported to Major-General Hurlbut, commanding that 
district. General Hurlbut informed me that there were no troops 
of his command waiting transportation, but at once telegraphed to 
the department at Washington for instructions. 

' Finding that I was to be detained some days, I landed my troops 
on the Arkansas shore, and sent my cavalry under command of Major 
[James M.] Hubbard into the interior, with instructions to proceed 
as far as Marion on a scout for the enemy and in search of smuggled 

oods. 

i The major was very successful in his search. He captured 7 prison- 
ers, one a captain in the Confederate Army, several privates, the 
balance recruits. Also three large wagons loaded with smuggled 
goods, consisting of 5 barrels, gun caps, five large dry goods boxes 
filled with stationery, several trunks of dry goods and medicines, 
boxes of spool cotton, military buttons, star candles, etc, 
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A. number of papers were also obtained, showing that a very large 
contraband business of this kind has been carried on from this direc- 
tion undisturbed. On the 9th instant I received information that 
the troops were ready to embark and lost no time in receiving them 
on board. I arrived at Lake’s Landing on the morning of the 11th 
instant, and there received orders to disembark the troops at Haynes’ 
Bluff. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AurreD W. ELLet, 
Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander 
Febiger, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Osage, to return that 
vessel to the contractors. 


Mississtpp1 Squapron, U. S. S. Brack Hawg, 
Near Vicksburg, June 1, 1863. 

Sir: You will return to Cairo with the vessel under your com- 
mand and put her in the hands of the contractors. I refuse to receive 
her. 

Captain Pennock will transfer the officers and crew to another 
vessel. You will still remain attached to the vessel. You will please 
send me a copy of your orders from Captain Pennock to proceed to 
this place, and state your reasons for stopping on the way for experi- 
mental practice. That should all have been done while you were at 
Cairo. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviv D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Commander J. C. Frxsicer, 

Commanding U.S. 8. Osage, Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting 
report regarding the sale of captured horses, mules, and wagons. 


No. 51.] Mississippi SQUADRON, 
Near Vicksburg, June 2, 1863.. 
Sir: Cases come up sometimes which are rather puzzling in their 
character. The enclosed letter of Lieutenant LeRoy Fitch will ex- 
plain to you one of this kind. It relates to some horses and wagons 
captured from the enemy by the gunboats. The army would not 
take them, and they were sold to save them. I have directed Lieu- 
tenant Fitch to turn the proceeds into the Treasury. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, i 
Daviv D. Porrer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Givron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 
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[Enclosure. ] 


U. S. S. Lexineton, 
Smithland, Ky., May 20, 1863. ° 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I yesterday ordered a sale of 
the horses, mules, and the two wagons captured up the Tennessee 
River during the month of March, 1863. My reasons for selling 
them was because I could not take care of them much longer and 
could get no prize or Treasury agent to take them, and had they 
been turned over to the Army, part of them would have been received 
and part rejected as unfit for service. Besides, the Army officers 
would have appraised: those they wanted at about one-third their 
value. As it was, I ordered the sale of them and the money depos- 
ited with the paymaster of this vessel till further orders from you 
or the Secretary of the Navy. 

The proceeds of the sale amounted to $1,372. Out of this there 
is to be deducted $25 for expenses of keeping and taking care of the 
horses before the sale. 

Enclosed I forward a copy of the record of the sale. 

Captain Pennock’s last instructions were to dispose of them as I 
thought proper, and I did the best for the Government I could. The 
money is here in the care of Acting Paymaster Thomas C. Doan, of 
this vessel, subject to your orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Dunn, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Lexington, to 
report at the mouth of Yazoo River. 


Orrice Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 2, 1868. 
Sir: You will proceed down the Mississippi River with the vessel 
under your command without delay and report to Acting Rear- 
Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding Mississippi Squadron, U. S. S. 
Black Hawk, at the mouth of the Yazoo River. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Martin Dunn, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. S. Lexington. 


General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8S. Navy. 


Orrice Misstssrer1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., June 2, 1863. 
My Dear Porter: IJ received a note from Wise a few days before 
I received your letter by the National, requesting me to ask him to 
furnish vegetables, etc., for the squadron, informing me that he had 
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received a leave of absence of thirty days. I ordered the Brown to 
St. Louis immediately, to take on board all the fresh vegetables, etc., _ 
that her capacity will allow. She left here Sunday last at about 
noon. Boggs went up in her to push matters through. He informs 
me that he has telegraphed to New York and various places in the 
West to have vegetables sent to him. 

I have been able to procure here 50 barrels of potatoes, which I 
send down in the Lexington. 

The steamer Atlantic, which left here a few days ago, took down 
four pieces casting, which her captain promised to deliver to the 
Osage if he met her or caught her at Memphis. If not, that he would 
carry them to the fleet and deliver on board the Sovereign. I inclose 
the bill of lading to Captain Febiger. 

The water is too low to trust the Little Rebel; she is drawing 9 
feet. 

Wise wrote me that the bale of cotton which you directed me to 
deliver to him was seized by the custom-house authorities at St. 
Louis, and suggested to me to give him an order to sell it for hospital 
purposes and give him another bale from the stock which he supposed 
we had on hand here. We have not a bale, all, with the exception of 
a few bags, having been turned over to the proper authorities. 

I wrote to Wise that I would write you on the subject, and that 
you would probably give such instructions as would insure its 
delivery. 

I have telegraphed to the bureau to fill with dispatch all requisi- 
tions which have been made for ordnance which is wanted for the 
fleet. and to fill deficiencies here. 

The light-draft gunboats for the upper rivers will soon be ready. 

I have telegraphed to Fitch that he is to take charge of those boats 
in addition to his duties in the Cumberland, and to come here as soon 
as possible. I will send him up to Cincinnati at once. 

What names do you intend to substitute for their present ones, 
Victory, Florence Miller, and Rachel Miller? 

Your telegram and dispatches received by the Torrence were for- 
warded immediately to the Secretary, and Bache’s telegram to his 
mother followed. 

I deeply regret the fate of the Cincinnati, but we can not, as you 
say, be successful without some loss. 

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock. 


Admiral Porrer. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, regarding matters 
pertaining to vessels. 


Orricr Misstssrpr1 Squapron, 
Cairo, Ill., June 3, 1863. 

_ Sir: Immediately after the arrival of the Zorrence yesterday morn- 
ing, I put to work all the force at. my command, loading her with 
ammunition. All that the captain informs me he can carry will be on 
board this evening. He informs me that at this stage of water it will 
be dangerous for her to draw more than 7 feet. 

[ have telegraphed to Lieutenant-Commander Pattison at Memphis 
to retain the Lexington (which left here yesterday) at that place till 
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the arrival of the Torrence, to convoy her down; she will leave here 
this evening. 

The machinery and fire fronts of the Vew National are being re- 
paired. I have given orders to work day and night on her. As soon 
as she is completed, which I hope will be by the 6th instant, I shall 
put on board of her all the remaining ordnance stores required that 
I have on hand. 

The tug Pansy has just been repaired, and I will send her down, 
being the best one that we have. 

Telegrams have again been sent to Cincinnati and St. Louis for 
first-class pilots. Having seen in one of the letters to you from the 
honorable Secretary of the Navy that you are authorized to pay pilots 
$250 per month, I have offered that pay, which I hope will be an in- 
ducement. Heretofore we have been unsuccessful, and it has caused 
us much embarrassment. 

A copy of the communication to you from the commanding officer 
of the New Era relative to the desertion of Acting Master’s Mate 
McMurray was sent by me to Acting Master Bowen at Cincinnati, 
with orders to have him arrested, which order has been executed, and 
I have directed that he be sent to Cairo in the Vawmkeag. 

The Chillicothe required a great deal of work to be done on her. 
I will do all I can to push her ahead. 

The Lastport, it is reported to me, will be gotten off the ways in 
a week or ten days. If so, I think in three weeks she will be ready. 

I have used all my available men, and have not one left. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Getty, U. S. Navy, command- 
ing eC . S. 8S. Marmora, regarding convoy duty performed by that 
vessel. 

U. S. Gunsoar Marmora, 
Off Gaines’ Landing, June 3, 1863. 
Sir: Herewith I send you a history of the officers attached to this 
ship since their date of entry in the Mississippi Squadron. I have 
made the schedule complete since they joined the Marmora. Of 
their conduct and services on board other vessels I can, of course, 

give no information. , 
For the past week I have been constantly engaged in convoying, 

within a district of from 40 to 70 miles, transports and other vessels 

up and down the river. Having but a single pilot, and he but tem- 
porarily attached to this ship, as explained in my former letter to 
you, compels me to again ask your immediate attention to this sub- 
ject. Mr. Boren, the temporary pilot, is much worn by incessant 
watches and can not hold out much longer under these circumstances. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rost. Gerry, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Engagement near Simmesport, La., June 3, 1863. 


Letter from Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, 
requesting the services of the Switzerland to prevent the crossing of Confed- 


erate force. 
U.S. S. Harrrorp, 
Above Port Hudson, May 30, 1863. 


My Drar Caprarin: You will get all the news by the Price, so I 
shall not enter into detail. It is to be hoped that Port Hudson will 
fall some day. General Banks is very anxious about the enemy’s 
crossing at Simmesport. There is a report that Kirby Smith is 
marching down with a large force from there to this point opposite 
Port Hudson, where we have a force of 400 men, who are in great 
consternation. 

Pray let the Switzerland take a look down there now and then, 
to see if there is any truth in the report. I do not credit it. 

In haste, yours, very truly, 
Jas. S. Paumur. 

Captain Henry Wa kg, U.S. Navy, 

Commanding U.S. 8. Lafayette. 


Report of Captain Walke, U. S. Navy. 


U.S. Ram Larayette, 
fed River, May 30, 1863. 
Str: I did not receive your letter of the 24th until late last night. 
Commodore Palmer has requested me to send the Switzerland 
down to Simmesport to look after Kirby Smith. He writes that 
General Banks is very anxious about the enemy crossing there. I 
will keep at the mouth of*Black River, although I can not remain 
long after I get there, as I will start up as soon as [I] get the coal 
on board. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Wages, 
Captain, U.S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D, Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ellet, commanding U. S. ram Switzerland. 


U.S. Gunsoat Larayerrs, 
Red River, June 4, 1863. 

Sir: Yesterday morning J sent the Swithzerland on ® reconnois- 
sance down the Atchafalaya to Simmesport, as requested by Commo- 
dore Palmer. When she arrived there she was fired into by the 
rebel artillery, wounding several of her men and temporarily disa- 
bled her machinery. After returning the fire for a considerable 
length of time she returned and reported to me. As soon as her 
steam pipe was repaired I sent her to Commodore Palmer, with a 
request that he would send me a few troops to capture the enemy’s 
artillery after I had driven them away from their guns at Simmes- 
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oa she returned this morning without obtaining any assistance 
rom the army or the promise of any. So I got underway immedi- 
ately with the Pittsburg and proceeded to Simmesport and shelled 
the rebels away from their breastworks, fired their camp and the 
houses which had been occupied as their quarters. The Switzerland 
accompanied us at a distance with our sick and her wounded. No 
casualties have ensued in this expedition. I have returned to our 
former anchorage, but shall be obliged to return to the mouth of 
Red River soon in consequence of low water. I am greatly in need 
of percussion rifle shell, as the fuzes of those I have are unfit for use. 

The officers and crew have on this occasion, as well as all others, 
conducted themselves perfectly satisfactorily. I herewith enclose 
Colonel Ellet’s report. 

I send you a box of rebel letters, etc., containing news of a negro 
insurrection and an ironclad at Shreveport. I am greatly in need of 
a small fast steamer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Wake, 
Captain, U.S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—I regret that the Price did not report to me, as I have a 
number of sick that I wish to send to the hospital boat. 
Respectfully, 
H. Waxxke. 


[Enclosure.] 


Mississrpp1 Ram Fueret, U. S. Steam Ram Swirzeruann, 
Mouth of Red River, June 3, 1863. 


Captain Henry Warxe: I have the honor to report that in ac- 
cordance with your instructions I left the mouth of Red River proper 
with the Switzerland at 10 o’clock this morning, and proceeded to 
make a reconnoissance as far as Simmesport* on the Atchafalaya. 

Approaching Simmesport slowly and cautiously, keeping a good 
lookout, we observed something which bore the appearance of breast- 
works. 

Our guns were all manned for action and ready for action, but I 
ordered that no gun should be fired until it was ascertained that the 
place was occupied by hostile forces. 

When within half a mile of the town, the enemy opened upon us 
with a battery of field artillery and four or five companies of in- 
fantry, to which we vigorously replied. Strongly posted behind the 
levee and heavy earthworks, within 100 yards of the channel of the 
river, they poured a perfect storm of Minié balls upon us as we passed 
in front of the town. The fire of the artillery was also very severe. 
We were struck seven times by shell, two of which set fire to the 
cotton and other light materials of the boat, and a third cut the escape 
pipe and filled the engine room with steam, but fortunately it did 
not become so hot as to drive the engineers from their posts. Fear- 
ing a conflagration I thought it prudent to go no further, lest we 
might be cut off from our forces. I therefore directed the vessel to be 


* For report of Walko to Palmer see vol. 20, p. 220. 
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turned around, and repassing the rebel earthworks, withdrew out of 
range. During the whole time my battery was served regularly and 
rapidly, but with what damage to the enemy it was impossible to 
tell. We only know that the firing of the enemy was not near as 
severe when we passed them the second time. 

After extinguishing the flames, I thought it best to report to you 
before renewing the attack, not wishing unnecessarily to expose my 
men and my frail wooden boat single-handed to the heavy fire of the 
enemy, when such ample assistance was so near at hand. 

I regret to state that 3 of my men were seriously wounded in the 
engagement. 

The conduct of my officers and crew as a whole was most excellent, 
but I wish to call your especial attention to the gallantry of Mr. 
James Montgomery, pilot, who, in the midst of a very heavy fire of 
musketry directed at him, controlled the boat with the utmost cool- 
ness and courage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JoHN A. ELLet, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Ram Fleet, 
Mississippi Marine Brigade. 
Captain H. Watxg, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding U. S. S. Lafayette. 


Report of Captain Walke, U. 8S. Navy, making reference to engagement. 


U.S. Gunpoat LaFrarYetre, 
Off Red River, June 12, 1863. 

Sir: I send you two refugees, William Hogan and D. W. Toliver, 
who came on board this morning from Ouachita River vicinity. 
Also 3 contrabands from this vessel and 12 from the Pittsburg. 

On June 4, 1863, I shelled the rebels out of Simmesport and set 
fire to the houses occupied as their quarters. A paroled prisoner 
states that he passed in that vicinity about 400 or 500 nobel with 
10 or 12 pieces of artillery, since which I have heard that they if- 
tended to go northward and that they left about 90 cavalry at 
Simmesport. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Henry Wakes, 
Captain, U. 8. Navy. 
Commodore J. S. Patmrr, 
Commanding Flagship Hartford. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the disposition and duties of vessels under his command off Arkan- 
sas and White rivers. 

U. S. Gunpoat Ty er, 
Off Greenville, June 4, 1863. 

_ Sir: Your communication of May 18 was received yesterday morn- 

ing, per steamer General Lyon. When I relieved Lieutenant-Com- 

mander Selfridge on this station, I found Captain Hentig in com- 
mand of the Curlew, lying off Catfish Point. He had captured the 
guerrillas you speak of previous to my arrival, and turned them over 
to Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, and I am under the impres- 
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sion he took them to Cairo, when he went there with the Conestoga. 
When I received your letter of May 14, which says, “See that Mr. 
Hentig, captain of the Curlew, is kept under arrest,” I immediately 
ordered his vessel to White River and placed him under arrest, which 
I reported to you in my letter of May 17. I have made the follow- 
ing dispositions of the boats under my command: The Kenwood, 
Prairie Bird, and Marmora, off and near Greenville. I shall order 
the Jfarmora to convoy the transports as far up as Eunice, as that 
is one of the points from which boats have been fired into. The 
Bragg is stationed off Napoleon. The Juliet at White River, to 
guard the coal barges. The Curlew is cruising between Island [No.] 
63 and [No.] 66, and the Cricket I kept for convoying transports 
from Arkansas River down till she meets the boats here. With 
your consent, I should like to change the present disposition, as it 
gives to the convoy boat too long a run from White River, conse- 
quently transports are detained a ee time at White River waiting 
a convoy. 

I think the distance between the boats here might be increased 
without incurring any more danger to transports. I think the coun- 
try along here is about rid of guerrillas, as I do not hear of any being 
in this vicinity now. They are becoming more troublesome between 
Island [No.] 63 and [No.] 67. If possible I should like to have about 
two more light-drafts, so that I could give convoy to transports from 
Island [No.] 62 to White River. As soon as some transports come 
up I shall convoy them up to 63. I have instructed the commanding 
officers of the light-drafts in regard to the use of shrapnel. The ves- 
sels there are obtaining plenty of coal from the wreck of the A/inne- 
sota and the sunken coal barge at Gaines’ Landing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander, commanding at 
Arkansas and White Rivers. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
report regarding retaliation by the U.S. 8. Curlew for attack upon 
U.S. transport Chancellor. 

U. S. Gunzoat TY Ler, 
Off Greenville, June 4, 1863. 

Sir: Acting Ensign [R. A.] Turner, in charge of the Curlew, 
reported to me that he had burned some buildings and a quantity of 
corn in the vicinity of Island [No.] 63. Enclosed I forward his 
report. 

t respectfully request he may be kept in command of that vessel. 
So far, I have found him a very energetic and, as far as I have had 
opportunities for judging, an efficient officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHertt, 
Lieutenant-Commander, and commanding at 
Arkansas and White Rivers. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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U.S. S. Curtew, June 2, 1863. 


Sir: About 11 o’clock to-day the transport Chancellor came along- 
side where we were anchored at the foot of Island No. 63, and 
informed us that they had been fired into some 3 miles above with 
a 6-pounder and some 20 or 30 muskets, killing 1 man and wounding 
3 others. 

After transferring 50 of their infantry to our vessel we got under- 
way and steamed up to the place of attack, shelled the woods, landed 
about 100 armed men, burned a house, stable, [and] corncrib which 
stood in the vicinity; headed down the river again, landed on both 
the Arkansas and Mississippi shores, burned several buildings, and 
destroyed about 1,000 bushels of corn I found in some of the houses 
mane men had evidently quartered and where horses were used to 

eed. 

I picked up a contraband this morning, who informed me that 
about 100 armed men were watching the river in this vicinity. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. A. Turner, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander Pricuert, 
U.S. Si Pater. 


Report of Commander Febiger, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy of 
orders from Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy. 


U. S. S. Osace, 
Memphis, June 4, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order 
dated the 1st instant, to return to Cairo with this vessel and put her 
in the hands of the contractors. 

My reasons for stopping on the way for experimental practice 
were, first, for drill and exercise of men and officers, all of whom 
were totally ignorant of the management of guns and turret. 

Secondly, to test the working of turret and gun equipage. 

IT left Cairo at the request of Fleet Captain Pennock as soon as a 
sufficient number of men were on board to work the vessel (regard- 
less of all minor wants), with the hopes of being able to join you 
before Vicksburg in time to be of service. I am sorry for the deten- 
tion, and more so for your implied blame in my leaving Cairo before 
having made the experimental practice. 

I have stopped the work on the gun equipage and will leave for 
Cairo to-day. 

Enclosed is a copy of orders from Fleet Captain Pennock. 

Very respectfully, your, obedient servant, 
Jno. C. Festcer, 
Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Portnr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, off Vicksburg. 
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Orricz Misstsstppr SQuapRON, 
Cairo, Ill., May 26, 1863. 
Sir: You will proceed down the Mississippi River with the vessel 
under your command and report to Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. 
Porter, U. S. Navy, commanding Mississippi Sore Tay at the mouth 
of the Yazoo River, or wherever you may meet with him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Commander Jno. C. Fersicer, 
Commanding U.S. S. Osage. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report 
regarding the disposition of vessels in the Cumberland and Ohio 
rivers. 

Orrice Mississipr1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 5, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter to me 
from Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, dated June 4, relative to 
distribution of the vessels of the Mississippi Squadron in the Cum- 
berland and Ohio rivers, ete. 

I coincide with the recommendations therein contained, but of 
course shall take no action in the matter until I receive your orders 
and instructions. 

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch left here yesterday for Cincinnati, 
to assume the command of the three boats now fitting there for duty 
in the upper rivers, in accordance with your orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. } 


Carro, In., June 4, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 8d instant relating to the admiral’s order regard- 
ing my taking charge of the upper rivers in addition to the Cumber- 
land. As I will, of course, be held responsible to the admiral, I 
would most respectfully propose the following distribution of the 
boats to insure more safety and better patrols. 

Let two boats, the St. Clair and Brilliant, patrol between mouth 
of Cumberland and Shawneetown Bar; Silver Lake and Springfield, 
between Shawneetown and Scuffletown bars; Fairplay between 
Scuffletown and Louisville. The three light boats now fitting at 
Cincinnati to patrol the upper rivers. The two boats patrolling the 
lower part of the river, to watch the Cumberland, also as high up as 
they can run with safety. 
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Last summer the river could not be patrolled as thoroughly as de- 
sired owing to low water and the scarcity of boats. Guerrilla raids 
were therefore frequent, out of our reach, but by the present arrange- 
ment the worst bars are at the ends of the patrols, and be the water 
as low as usual in summer, the boats can run on their regular sta- 
tions, communicating with each other at the ends of their lines. 
Again, this will keep the upper river boats in easy communication 
with the admiral or yourself, and be a better and more sure means 
of drawing supplies from headquarters without the expense and 
delay of outside transportation, as we have then a perfect line of our 
own from the upper boats down. I have attached but little im- 
portance to the Cumberland, as it is so low during the summer and 
the bars so frequent and close as to prevent an effectual patrol, even 
had we all the boats for it alone. The navigation now on this stream 
is about closed, our boats are not able to get above Eddyville. 

I learn that some very small boats are being fitted up to run this 
summer over the bars up this river; if they have proper authority and 
do run, it must be at their own risks, for I do not think the admiral 
would consent to lose the services of two or three boats simply to 
protect one man’s interests, especially where the boats are not worth 
over a hundred dollars each. 

This arrangement would put one boat without a consort, yet she 
will be in a part of the river where assistance is always near at hand. 
Besides, she could either drop down and join the patrol below, or be 
joined by one of the boats from above in cases of necessity. I there- 
fore think the admiral would consent to this small deviation from his 
orders, when he understands the true bearing of the case. From 
present indications I anticipate as much, if not more, trouble on the 
Ohio this year than we had last, unless it is looked to in time. There- 
fore, should the admiral approve the above arrangement, I will get 
the boats in position at once, before the water is too low, and before 
we hear of some steamer being fired into. In the meantime, while 
awaiting his answer, I will leave the St. Clair, Brilliant, and Spring- 
field at the mouth of the Cumberland, while the Fairplay and Silver 
Lake will make one trip up the Ohio as far as Uniontown for the 
double purpose of giving the pilots a chance to note the water and 
as a preliminary patrol. I will send the Vawmkeag to Cairo as soon 
after my arrival at Cincinnati as possible. 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircx, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Fleet Captain A. M. Pennoox, 
Comander of Naval Station, Cairo, Il. 


Report of Acting Ensign Turner, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Curlew, regarding attack by that vessel near Islands Nos. 67 and 68. 


U. S. S. Curtew, June 5, 1863. 
Sir: As we approached Islands [No.] 67 and [No.] 68 early in the 
afternoon of Wednesday, June 8, having in charge the hospital ship 
City of Memphis, we were hailed from shore by a contraband, who 


Ad 
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informed us that there were 300 or £00 men near the Arkansas 
shore, with 3 pieces of artillery, about 1 mile ahead of us. 

_ As we neared the designated spot 5 mounted men were observed 
in the bushes about 100 yards from shore. We commenced shelling 
the woods pretty vigorously for the space of half an hour, scattering 
them over a wide-spread surface. 

This morning a contraband in the same vicinity hailed us from 
shore. After receiving him aboard he informed us that we killed 5 
mer and wounded 11 others. He states that they numbered about 
700 and were a portion of Price’s army, who were in the neighbor- 
hood of Helena. 

From a rigid examination of the negro upon date, locality, time 
when, even the number of shells thrown, all of which he answered 
correctly, I am induced to place confidence in his statement. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. A. Turner, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. M. Prircuert, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the surrender of steamer Lady Walton, off White River. 


U.S. Gunsoat Ty er, 
Mouth of White River, June 6, 1863. 
Str: I have to report that this morning about 8 a. m. the steamer 
Lady Walton came out of White River and surrendered to me with 
all the persons on board. I send her to you under charge of Acting 
Ensign J. F. Holmes, with a crew and guard from my own vessel. 
She had on board when taken 2 mules, 1 pony, 1 wagon, and about 
50 bushels of corn. Inclosed is a list of the persons on board. If 
she is considered a prize to the Government, I would respectfully 
request to be informed of the fact, so that I may forward a list of 
the officers and crews of this vessel and the Juliet. I would also 
request that my officers and men may be returned as soon as possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuerr, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Arkansas and White Rivers. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. 8. 8. Romeo, regarding cooperation with the army at 


Young’s Point. 
U.S. S. Romeo, 


Off Yazoo River, June 7, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report at 12:30 p. m. this day a messenger 
came to me while lying in the Yazoo and reported their pickets driven 
in at Young’s Point, and the commander of the post wanted assistance 


of me. 
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I immediately got underway and signaled the Petrel to get under- 
way and prepare for action, stationing the Peére/ at or a little below 
the mouth of the Yazoo, while I went above the Red Rover. By the 
aid of a ladder between the smokestacks I could discover the rebels 
along the edge of the heavy timber, immediately in the rear and above 
the camp, at about 1,200 yards range. I opened on him with shrapnel 
for about twenty minutes, when the enemy were dispersed. I re- 
tained the messenger (who was the adjutant of the Ninth Iowa Vol- 
unteers, and sent by the aid to the provost-marshal-general) on board 
to show me the exact locality, he having just come from the front. 

I expended 28 24-pounder shrapnel. 

Very respectfully, 
Jno. V. JOHNSTON, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Cooperation of the U. 8. gunboats Choctaw and Lexington in an 
engagement with Confederate forces at Milliken’s Bend, June 7, 
1863. 

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


No. 56.] Mississrpr1 SquapRoN, FLacsure Buack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, June 9, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that on the 7th instant,owing 
to a report that the rebels (in force, about 4,000) were threatening 
Milliken’s Bend, where a quantity of army stores were kept (guarded 
by two black regiments and part of the Twenty-ninth Iowa), I dis- 
patched the gunboats Choctaw and Lexington to that place to pro- 
tect them. Our troops had thrown up some extra entrenchments 
near the levee and prepared to receive the rebels, with some doubts 
as to the issue. The enemy made his attack before daylight, and 
many of our men had not arrived at that point. The blacks, how- 
ever, met the onset manfully, and a company of the Iowa regiment 
stood at their post until they were slaughtered to a man, killing an 
equal number of rebels. 

The fight was desperate, and our men, overpowered, had to retreat 
behind the bank, near the water’s edge, followed closely by the rebels. 
There the gunboats opened on the rebels with shell, grape, and can- 
ister, and they fled in wild confusion, not knowing the gunboats were 
there or expecting such a reception. They retreated rapidly to the 
woods and soon disappeared. Eighty dead rebels were left on the 
ground, and our trenches were packed with the dead bodies of the 
blacks, who stood at their post like men. 

When last heard from, the enemy was bound in the direction of 
Lake Providence. I dispatched gunboats to meet him. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, commanding VU. S. S. 


Choctaw. 
U. S. S. CHocraw, 
Near Vicksburg, June 10, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order I proceeded to Milliken’s Bend, 
on the 6th instant. At 3.15 a. m., on the 7th, an army officer hailed 
the vessel and stated that our pickets had been attacked by the enemy. 
At 3.35, seeing sharp firing close into the camp of our troops, I 
opened fire with the 100-pounder rifle and 9-inch gun. Our troops, 
with the exception of the Twenty-third Iowa, broke immediately and 
got under the bank of the river. 

It was impossible for me to see the enemy on account of the high 
banks, and I could learn their position only by hailing our troops. 
About 8.30 the enemy commenced to retreat. At 9 the Lexington 
came up and threw a few shells into the woods. Had not a gunboat 
been present the enemy would have captured everything. I fired 46 
percussion shells (captured from the enemy at Haynes’ Bluff), 17 
shrapnel, and 5 5-second shells from the 100-pounder rifle and 34. 5- 
second shells from the 9-inch gun. 

The percussion shells captured at Haynes’ Bluff are superior to all 
the shells that have been furnished this vessel for the 100-pounder. 
They are 114 inches in length and weigh 60 pounds. Not one of them 
turned over, and only one or two failed to explode. Every one of our 
5-second shells commenced turning over as soon as it left the gun. 
The shells from the 9-inch gun exploded at the proper time. 

I sent boats and brought on board 20 wounded officers and men, 
who received every care and attention from Acting Assistant Surgeon 
E. P. Robbins. ‘T'wo of the officers died; the others were transferred 
to army transports to be carried to hospitals. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louis- 
ville, regarding reported movemeut of the enemy to Milliken’s Bend. 


U.S. S. Loutsviiie, 

Of Grand Gulf, Miss., June 9, 1863. 
Str: I learned day before yesterday afternoon from a Mr. Law, 
an English gentleman on his way North, that 10 rebel transports, 
with near 7,000 troops, had ascended Tensas Bayou. They were 
commanded by Generals McCulloch, Taylor, and Walker, and passed 
up on Sunday, 31st May; their destinations, Young’s Point and 

Milliken’s Bend. 
- On Saturday a very intelligent gentleman, direct from the Washita 
[Ouachita] River, and but lately from Richmond, Va., and who 
declines giving his name, told me that he saw 11 transports filled 
with troops in Tensas Bayou and had learned from those in command 
that they intended to attack Milliken’s Bend. This gentleman says 
there were 12,000 troops, under the above-named generals. This 
gentleman has undoubtedly occupied a very high position under the 
rebel Government, as he appears to be thoroughly conversant with 
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all the affairs of that Government. He goes in the Forest Queen to 
General Grant. He has been at Harrisonburg and is conversant 
with the batteries (four in number), their positions, and strength. 
He claims to be a loyal man. I am certain, sir, you will be pleased 
with an interview with him. 

I have 1,800 bushels of coal on hand. I barely keep the water 
warm. For the first two or three days after the evacuation of this 
place I expect many negroes to come down to the bank. The bank 
being so high now, I could not corral and guard them on the Missis- 
sippi side, so I shall put them on the Louisiana side until a transport 
returns for them. I shall not be able to feed them much, and there 
are no provisions here. For a few days past they have been coming 
in at the rate of 500 per day. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, regarding the engagement at Milliken’s Bend. 


Unirep States Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 7, 1863. 

Dear GENERAL: Last night, or early this morning, the rebels, sup- 
posed to amount to 3,000 or 4,000 strong, attacked Milliken’s Bend 
and nearly gobbled up the whole party. Fortunately, I heard of it 
in time to get the Choctaw and Lexington up there just as the attack 
commenced, The rebels got into our camps and killed a good many 
negroes, and left about 80 of their number killed on the levee. Our 
troops (mostly negroes) retreated behind the banks, near the water’s 
edge, and the gunboats opened so rapidly on the enemy that they 
scampered off, the shells chasing them as far as the woods. They 
got nothing but hard knocks. 

The moment I heard of it I went up in the Black Hawk and saw 
quite an ugly sight. The dead negroes lined the ditch inside of the 
parapet, or levee, and were mostly shot on the top of the head. In 
front of them, close to the levee, lay an equal number of rebels, 
stinking in the sun. Their knapsacks contained four days’ provi- 
sions. They were miserable looking wretches. I had no sooner got 
there than the dispatch boat brought me a letter from the general 
commanding here, informing me that the rebels had appeared near 
the canal in force. I hurried back and found all the vessels having 
guns ready to receive them, and heard nothing of the rebels. It was 
a false alarm, but the steamers had all gone off for Young’s Point. 

There are about 300 troops here in all, not counting the blacks. I 
think we should have 1,000 men near the canal and at Young’s Point, 
and I recommend moving everything from Milliken’s Bend to the 
latter place. We can defend it much better. Those fellows will be 
scouting about here for some time, and it is no longer safe to run 
teams across to the vessels on the other side. I think the rebels are 
in force there. When the brigade comes I will land them, but-I 
hear they are at Memphis waiting for troops. 
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The Twenty-ninth Iowa (I think it was) behaved well to-day. It 
stood its ground against great odds and kept the enemy out of the 
camps until the men could form and get into some kind of order. 

I think we want more force here, and everything at Young’s Point 
inoved over on the opposite side of the river, near the mouth of the 
Yazoo, where there is a good landing. 

Very truly, yours, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
General Grant. 


Extracts from report of Brigadier-General McCulloch, C. S. Army, regarding 
attack on Milliken’s Bend. 


HeapquartTers McCuniocn’s Bricapr, 
Richmond, La., June 8, 1863. 
Sir: According to orders, on the night of the 6th, my brigade took 
up the line of march for Milliken’s Bend, to attack the Yankee force 
at that place. 
* * Es * * * 


In this charge Colonel Richard Waterhouse and his regiment dis- 
tinguished themselves particularly, not only by a gallant and des- 
perate charge over the levee, but they drove the enemy (leaving the 
camp covered with the dead) to the very bank of the river, and 
within short and direct range of the gunboats of the enemy. 

* * * * * * * 

The attack was made under verbal orders from Major-General 
Taylor “to engage the enemy before day and carry his works at the 
point of the bayonet,” which orders were doubtless based upon infor- 
mation received which led him to believe that there was only one 
battalion of Yankee cavalry and one of negro infantry at the camp, 
without any batteries of field artillery or gunboats, while I have no 
doubt that the enemy were fully apprised of our approach, had made 
full preparations to receive us, and had received a reinforcement of 
three transport loads of troops during the night before. 

* * * * * 1 
H. E. McCuttiocu, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 
Major R. P. Macuay, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General, 


* 


Extract from report * of Major-General Walker, C. 8. Army, regarding attack on 
Milliken’s Bend. 


Heapquarters Watker’s Division, 
Richmond, La., June 10, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith the reports + of 
Brigadier-Generals H. E. McCulloch and J. M. Hawes of the op- 
erations of their respective brigades in this vicinity. In regard to 
the former, nothing could have been more admirable than the gal- 


* See Official Records of Union and Confederate Armies, vol. 24, part 2, pp. 
462-465. 

+ See Official Records of Union and Confederate Armies, vol, 24, part 2, pp. 
467-472. 
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lantry displayed by officers and men, and the failure of complete 

success was owing principally to the want of local knowledge and 

the incompetency of the guides. The great strength of the position 

and the extreme difficulty of carrying it by a coup de main will be 

better understood by referring to the accompanying rough diagram. 
* * * *% oo % %% 


In the meantime the enemy’s gunboats (four in number) had taken 
position so as to rake the open space between the second levee and 
the river with grape and canister; and had our men succeeded in 
gaining this open space, the enemy, by retiring to the water’s edge, 
would have given their gunboats complete command of the position. 
Under such circumstances it would have been folly to have persisted 
in the attack, which could have only resulted in a fearful sacrifice 
of life, and after making a personal reconnoissance, as far as prac- 
ticable, and otherwise gaining the best information possible, I deter- 
mined not to order another assault; but, having sent off the wounded 
and rested the troops for several hours near the battlefield, in the 
cool of the evening withdrew the two brigades, sending McCulloch’s 
back to this place and taking post with Randal’s, 4 miles in advance, 
to cover the road along which General Hawes’ brigade would return 
from Young’s Point. 


* % * %* * * * 


In conclusion it must be remembered that the enemy behind a Mis- 
sissippi levee, protected on the flanks by gunboats, is as securely 
posted as it is possible to be outside a regular fortification. 

Tam, sir, respectfully, etc., 
J. G. WALKER, 


Major-General. 
Major E. Surcer, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander 
Febiger, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Osage, regarding the 
preparation of that vessel by the contractors. 


Friagsuip Brack Hawk, 
U.S. Mississippi Squadron, June 7, 1863. 

Str: Your letter of June 1 has been received. 

When you are fully satisfied that the Osage is in a condition to go 
into action you will join me here, but do not leave Cairo until every- 
thing has been put in thorough working order. It is the duty of the 
contractors to do this, and I request that you will give your personal 
attention to everything that is done. Before leaving Cairo put the 
vessel through any test that she would be subject to in action, and 
if she fails in any respect place her in the contractors’ hands again; 
they must incur all expenses, 

I have been so hampered here with all contracted vessels that I 
find this the only course to pursue. 

The vessel is not particularly needed here at this moment, though 
she would have been valuable to me if properly fitted a month ago. 
I am so much in want of small vessels that you will not detain the 
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officers and men on board, unless there is a prospect of your getting 
away In a very short time. There are, I am told, three or four 
small vessels at Cairo that I want to join me, and if you see no pros- 
pect of getting away soon turn the men over to one of them. 

T had no intention of blaming you for the failure of the machinery, 
but ordered the vessel to Cairo, knowing that it would be a lone 
time before you would get away from Memphis, where they work 
slowly, and the contractors should be made to undergo all expense. 
See that all work is charged to them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Commander J. C. Frsicer, 
Commanding U.S. S. Osage. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
proposed transfer from command in the Tennessee River. 


U.S. Gunpoat CHAmpion, 
Tennessee River, June 8, 1863. 

Sir: I have this day received your letter of May 24, together with 
enclosures and various general orders. 

Your letter informs me that I am to command the second section 
of your fleet, unless I prefer to remain in the Tennessee. I feel both 
grateful and much flattered that you should have assigned me to 
what I regard as the most important division. After that one, I 
consider the Tennessee division as ranking quite as high as any of the 
others. Captain Pennock desires that I should remain in the Ten- 
nessee. Although ready for any service assigned me, I can but feel 
reluctant to resign at once the H’astport and the division, so long as a 
choice is left with me, and I would not entertain the idea except 
for prudential considerations. The weight that should be given to 
these I can not determine for myself. I am warned that having once 
barely escaped with my life from the effects of congestive chills, I am 
more liable than beforé to attacks, and that it is probable a return 
would prove fatal, and finally'that the lower Mississippi is the worst 
climate for the disease in our country. This consideration makes me 
hesitate in deciding, preferring, as I do otherwise, the second division. 
I am much inclined to the belief that “ What is, is for the best,” and 
am indisposed to try to shape the course of events from any calcula- 
tion of probable consequences. I must, therefore, ask you to decide 
where I am to serve, doing so upon considerations of public service 
only. I shall feel a proper pride in the command of any one of the 
divisions of your fleet. 

In reference to the Tennessee River, I have to request your direc- 
tion in the disposition of vessels. 

In the ordinary course of seasons there is at low water about 3 feet 
in the channel from the mouth to Duck River Bar. On that bar, 
26 inches; thence to Hamburg, 3 feet; Hamburg to Eastport, 25 
miles, there are but 2 feet. The river rarely is lower than this, and 
some seasons is much higher. This embraces a distance of about 
240 miles. Above Eastport are Colvert’s [Colbert] Shoals, only 
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navigable in high water. Low water ranges usually from middle 
July till November. I can leave three of the vessels above Duck 


River, three below, and it is probable that three of the lightest can. 


run over the whole ground most or all the year. It is probable that 
in case of an unusual season of low water, the boats would be con- 
fined to narrow limits of cruising and could not be got out of the 
river. If the season is an ordinary one, by removing weight the 
heaviest of the boats can be got out if desirable. The Panny Barker 
and Aey West can run throughout an ordinary season from the 
mouth to Eastport. The Henwood is said to be equally light. 

The enemy occupies the east bank from Fort Henry up, and can 
ford at numerous points in low water. We have few troops from the 
line of Corinth and Memphis to Paducah. Moést of the inhabitants 
in that section are Union people, dreading low water and the conse- 
quent marauding expeditions of rebels from the east side of the river. 
Do yow wish the vessels to be caught in the river, or to be kept below 
the bars as the water becomes shoal ? 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U.S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. General Bragg, to defer 
repairs to that vessel. 

U. S. Misstsstppr Squapron, 
. Flagship Black Hawk, June 8, 1863. 
Sir: You can not be spared just yet for repairs, but can lie at the 
mouth of White River with steam down until I can send you to 
Memphis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. Avip D. Porrer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant JosHua Brisnop, 
Commanding U. S. S. General Bragg. 


Order of the Chief of Bureau of Ordnance to Lieutenant-Commander 
Badger, U.S. Navy, detaching him from the Mississippi Squadron. 


Bureau or Orpnance, Navy Drparrment, 
Washington City, June 9, 1863. 
Sir: Commander KE. M. Yard has been directed to proceed to Cairo 
and report to Admiral Porter for ordnance duty as your relief. 
_ Upon his arrival west, the bureau desires you to give him all the 
information you possess in relation to ordnance and the arming of 
the vessels on the Western waters, and leaving with him all docu- 


~ 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 169 


ments and instructions from the bureau which are necessary to carry 
on the duty assigned him. 
You will then proceed to Washington, D. C., and report to this 
bureau for duty at the ordnance yard. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. DaHLorEN, 
Chief of Bureau. 


Lieutenant-Commander O. C. Baparr, U. S. Navy, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, transmitting list of 
cotton received at the naval station, Cairo, Ill., since April 1, 1863. 


No. 62.] Orrice MississipP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., June 10, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a list of all cotton re- 
ceived at this station from the date of my last report, with its dispo- 
sition by me. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Two hundred and fifty-seven bales and 1 bag cotton and 1 bag 
wook;sent up from the fleet on the U. 8. S. Rowena, by order of 
Admiral Porter, and received at Cairo April 8, 1863. 

Ten bales cotton brought up by the U.S. gunboat 7yler April 11, 
1863. 

Twenty-two bales cotton, marked “A. T.,” and brought up on 
U.S. S. New National April 9, 1863. 

Four hundred and thirty-six bales and 1,705 pounds brought up 
on U.S. 8. General Lyon April 15, 1863. 

Twenty-four bales cotton received on Emma Duncan May 2, 1863, 
and turned over to David G. Barnitz, special agent, Treasury De- 
partment, May 11, 1863. (See his duplicate receipt enclosed.) 

Seven bags cotton received at Cairo May 13, 1863, on the U.S. S. 
General Lyon, and now at this station, not turned over to anyone, 
but will be when the agent arrives to receive it. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Nawy, regarding 
the presence of a Confederate force between Laconia, Ark., and 
Island No. 65. 

U. S. Gunpoat Tyter, 
Mouth of White River, June 10, 1863. 
Sir: I have just received information that there are about 3,000 
rebels on the Arkansas shore, stationed between Laconia and the 
head of Island [No.] 65. They have three pieces of artillery and 
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have sent into the interior for three more. I anticipate serious 
trouble in that part. of the river unless there can be more gunboats 
stationed there. I have two there now patrolling the river, the 
Cricket and Curlew. I would station more of my present force 
there, but can not and carry out your orders in regard to the river 
between this and Greenville. I think with the assistance of the 
Marine Brigade and one infantry regiment, with what gunboats I 
could send, we could drive them away from that portion of the 
country. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHert, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Commanding Arkansas and White Rivers. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
operations in the Tennessee River. 


U.S. Gungpoat Cuampion, June 10, 1863. 

Sir: After the date of my last report, the vessels of the Tennessee 
division recrossed Colonel Breckenridge over the river with his force, 
he having secured the leather which it was his purpose to take from 
the rebels. This vessel brought down and delivered to the quarter- 
master at Paducah 540 more sides of leather. The enemy, 500 strong, 
with two pieces of artillery, attempted to cut off Colonel Brecken- 
ridge. 

I left Lieutenant Goudy with three vessels about Clifton and 
Savannah, and Lieutenant Hurd, with three others, is in the lower 
river. ‘The Champion came to repair a boiler cracked in one sheet, 
and I have availed myself of the opportunity to come down to look 
after the work on the Hastport. 

The enemy in bands along the river country is engaged in driving 
off stock without regard to its fitness for present use, which might be 
an evidence of some preparation for retreat. Since the affair at 
Savannah he has not brought artillery upon the river bank. He 
boasts largely of a determination to drive the gunboats out of the 
river, but my belief is he will make no attempts at present, unless 
to cross the river and to secure it temporarily for that purpose. If 
General Bragg is able to hold his position and finally. to advance, 
he will possess himself of the river, first fortifying at Clifton, other- 
wise he will keep clear of the banks, except in marauding parties. 
There was a time, now passed, when he pressed General Rosecrans 
closely, and I feared that something was being done by a considerable 
force at Waverly and Duck River, but that force has left that section. 

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. ey 


Order of Acting Rear-Admird Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U.S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. General Bragg, to pro- 
ceed to Helena for service in case of attach. 


U.S. Mississrppr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 12, 1863. 
Sir: You will proceed without delay to Helena and lie there for a 
few days, taking position when your guns can be of service in case of 
attack. You will convoy the Wilson up that far. Let me know if 
you can cross Helena Bar, and I will make arrangements to send you 
to Memphis for repairs. 
Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant JosHua Bisuop, 
Commanding General Bragg. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, referring to 
proposed transfer of divisional command. 


Orrice Mississipp1 SQuapRoNn, 
Cairo, Ill., June 12, 1863. 
Dear Str: When I arrived here day before yesterday I had barely 
time to write to you the letter sent, partly in regard to the second 
divisional command. I had little time to consider, because I had 
supposed Captains Febiger and Woodworth would deprive me of a 
division below till I came here. Captain Pennock told me he in- 
tended writing to you about my remaining in the Tennessee, and I 
told him he would, of course, do whatever he regarded as his duty. 
I wrote frankly. I regret not having asked you, at all events, to let 
me take the Hastport down to you, when I could come back, if 
thought best. I can leave the Tennessee force in good hands and 
trim for that time. 
The Lastport will go into the water on Tuesday next and can he 
got off in a few days. 
T am, very truly and respectfully, yours, etc., 
S. L. Puetes. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
distribution of vessels in the Ohio River. 


U. S. Nava Renvezvous, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, June 13, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the distribution of the boats on the 
Ohio River as follows: 
St. Clair, Brilliant, Silver Lake, and Fairplay, in the lower part 
of the river, awaiting your sanction to the proposed patrols. 
Springfield, repairing at Cairo, getting in new fire-front liners. 


172 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Florence Miller (Moose), Rachel Miiler (Reindeer), and Victory 
fitting out at Cincinnati; soon be ready for service. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Firca, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, near Vicksburg, Miss. 


Letter from the president of the Missouri Wrecking Company to 
Commodore Hull, U. S. Navy, naming a price for raising the 
U.S. 8. Indianola. 


Sr. Louis, June 13, 1863. 
Sir: In reply to your communication of this morning, I am di- 
rected to say that we will send our most competent man, Captain Ed- 
win R. Nelson, down to the /ndianola, if he can get through, to make 
a thorough and practical examination of her condition, and upon his 
return will accept or decline the proposition of the Bureau of Con- 
struction to raise and deliver her at St. Louis for $20.000. To aid 
him in getting down immediately, I must ask of you the necessary 
instructions to Captain Pennock, fleet captain at Cairo, as well as a 
letter to Rear-Admiral Porter or the commanding officer near 
Vicksburg. 
Very respectfully, 
Wma. C. Bucwanan, 
President Missouri Wrecking Company. 


Commodore J. B. Hutz, U. 8. Navy, 
; St. Louis. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. 8S. Navy, transmitting 
reports of commanding officers of U. S. steamers Marmora and 
Prairie Bird, regarding retaliatory operations at Eunice and 
Gaines Landing, Ark., June 13-15, 1863. 


U. S. Gunsoat TytEr, 
Mouth of White River, June 18, 1863. 
Sm: Enclosed I forward reports of the commanding officers of the 
steamers Marmora and Prairie Bird, in regard to their proceedings 
near Gaines Landing. The house of Batchelder [Bachelor’s] spoken 
of in the reports, has always been a noted place for harboring guer- 
rillas, and I hope the burning of it will meet with your approbation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuerr, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Commanding Arkansas and W hite Rivers. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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U.S. Gunsoat Marmora, 
Off Martin’s Place, June 14, 1863. 

Sir: Last night, after the fleet came down to Island 76 and the 
steamer Vew National had taken charge of the. Clara Poe and hay 
barges, I steamed down the river toward my station, and, when about 
a mile above the town, of Eunice, I was fired into by guerrillas, some 
20 or 30 in number, who, at the same time, ordered me with curses 
to come to and land. I rounded to as soon as practicable and threw 
some shell at random among them, and then continued below and 
came to anchor off the town, opposite Martin’s place. Here I re- 
mained until after daylight, about which time the ‘leet hove in sight, 
and when the most of them had passed, one of the number, the Ve- 
braska, when opposite Eunice, was fired into by the guerrillas. I im- 
mediately got underway, stood over and commenced shelling the 
town and woods on that side of the river for some 2 miles distance, 
up and down, after which I landed at the town and burned the en- 
tire place, including the railroad depot, with locomotive and car 
inside, also the large warehouse, and, in fact, every house and shed 
within a mile of the landing. Not a vestige of the town. of Eunice 
can be seen. After this I went below and shelled the woods on the 
opposite side of the river, where I understood the enemy generally 
crossed from one side to the other, the same place where, some days 
since, I destroyed some skiffs on either shore. By neither the guer- 
rilla fire of the preceding night nor during the destruction of Eunice 
did I sustain any injury to crew or steamer. 

I propose visiting Gaines Landing to-morrow morning, and if the 
indications there are the same as they were at Eunice I shall inflict 
the same punishment on it as I did to the latter. ; 

Hoping that my course will prove satisfactory to you and to the 
Department, 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rost. Gerry, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander Jas. M. Pricuert, 
U.S. Gunboat Tyler, and Senior Officer Present. 


N. B.—I am happy to say that my entire crew behaved well during 
the whole skirmish. 


U. S. Gunpoat Prarrie Biro, 
Via Greenville, June 15, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report to you as follows: On Saturday, in 
coming in sight of Gaines Landing, I found our coal barge on fire in 
nine places. I succeeded in extinguishing it. It had been set on 
fire the night previous by rebel guerrillas. I, immediately after ex- 
tinguishing the fire, communicated with the Marmora and then filled 
my boat with coal, taking the precaution to throw out a strong picket 
in front of my boat, as we observed the guerrillas lurking around. 
About 5 a. m. Sunday the M/armora relieved me. I then proceeded 
down the river. About 5 p. m., in descending the river with Ohio 


se 
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Belle ix convoy, I met Marmora at foot of Gaines [Rowdy?] Bend. 
Captain Getty informed me that he had been fired into twice while 
lying at the coal barge, and that he had burned all the houses at 
Gaines Landing except Batchelder’s [Bachelor’s], and he requested 
me to cooperate with him in destroying their house. At 3 a. m. this 
date I landed alongside J/armora and took on board some 30 men 
and 2 officers. These, with 35 men from the Prairie Bird, were landed 
at daylight with the intention of surprising the rebels who were re- 
ported congregated at Batchelder’s | Bachelor’s]. My officers report 
to me every indication of a force being there when we landed, but 
only 4 were seen. From appearance of the apartments of the house, 
a large breakfast was being prepared, and a much larger number of 
beds had been occupied than there were inmates in the house. We 
burned the house, as there was such unmistakable evidence of its 
being the headquarters of the guerrillas who are infesting this vicinity 
and firing into our boats. Captain Getty will give you full par- 
ticulars. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Epwarp E. BreNNAND, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander PricHett, 
Commanding Division Squadron, Mississippi River. 


fenort of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Army, referring to 
U.S. steamers Moose and Naumkeag. 


U. S. Navat RENpDEzvous, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, June 14, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the steamer Florence Miller 
(Moose) will be ready for her crew to-morrow, the 15th instant, and 
will be put in commission. 

I will forward muster rolls of officers and crew at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The two other boats will most likely be ready to go in commission 
the latter part of the week. } . } 

I regret to report that on my arrival here I found the Vaumhkeag 
above Blennerhassett’s Shoals, near Parkersburg, Va., and unable to 
get down. I hope, though, there will be a sufficient rise in a few days 
to let her over the bar. : 

I do not think there will be any difficulty in getting men for the 
gunboat service in about a week longer; fear of the draft will drive 
them into the Navy. 

There are many men on the boats in the lower Ohio whose times 
of enlistment expire in August. Are they to be discharged when 
their terms are out? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Vicksburg, Miss, 
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Action near Richmond, La., June 15, 1863. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade. 
’ 
U.S. Misstssrpp1 Squapron, Fiacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, June 18, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, hearing the enemy had 
collected a force of 12,000 men at Richmond, in Louisiana, 9 miles 
from Milliken’s Bend, I sent General Ellet to General Mower * at 
Young’s Point, to act in conjunction to break them up. 

General Mower promptly acceded to the request, and with about 
1,200 men, in company with the Marine Brigade (Brigadier-General 
A. W. Ellet commanding), proceeded to Richmond, where they com- 
pletely routed the advance guard of the rebels, consisting of 4,000 
men and 6 pieces of artillery, captured a lot of stores, and the town 
was completely destroyed in the mélée. 

This duty was handsomely performed by the different parties con- 
cerned in it. 

I enclose Brigadier-General Ellet’s report. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enclosure.] 


Heapquarters M. M. Bricapr, Fracsure Autocrat, 
Above Vicksburg, June 17, 1863. 


Apmirav: I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with 
your consent, I landed my forces at Milliken’s Bend on the morning 
of the 15th instant and proceeded toward Richmond, La. 

At the forks of the road, within 3 miles of Richmond, I met Gen- 
eral Mower’s command, and we proceeded forward together, my 
forces being in the advance. We met the enemy about a mile from 
town, who opened upon our advance line of skirmishers from behind 
hedges and trees and gullies, but they fled before our advance and 
took shelter behind the levee on the opposite side of the bayou, near 
the town. The position was a good one and very defensible. I 
deemed it imprudent to advance our lines across the open field with- 
out any cover for my men against an enemy superior in numbers and 
well entrenched. I therefore ordered the artillery to the front and 
epened upon their position, and, after a vigorous cannonade of near 
an hour with all our guns, advanced our infantry through the woods 
on the right with the intention of turning the enemy’s left wing. 
They returned the fire of our artillery very vigorously for a time; 
soon it slackened, and finally ceased altogether. When I arrived at 
the left of their position I found it abandoned, and the enemy fled. 
He had destroyed the bridge over the bayou to prevent our following. 
We found 3 of the enemy dead upon the field, 2 mortally wounded, 
and captured 11 prisoners and about 60 stand of small arms. 


* Wor report of General Mower, see Official Records of Union and Confederate 
Armies, vol. 4, pt. 2, p. 451. 
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The enemy was commanded by Major-General Walker, was a part 
of Kirby Smith’s command, and consisted of two brigades, contain- 
ing seven regiments, 4,000 strong, with 6 pieces of artillery. | 

They retreated toward Delhi, where General McCulloch is said 
to be posted with a command about equal in strength to the one we 
encountered. a 

This was the same force that attacked the negro regiment at Milli- 
ken’s Bend a week before, and was repulsed. Our entire loss was 
3 men wounded, 1 only dangerously. 

General Mower’s command participated throughout the fight most 
vigorously, and I feel indebted to the general for his prompt coop- 
eration and advice, and his skillful manner of handling his forces. 

I returned the same day to my boats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. ELLet, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding M. M. Brigade. 


Admiral D. D. Portsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army. 


MissiIsstppI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 16, 1863. 

Dear GeneRAL: Rather than be idle, and thinking it a good plan 
not to let the rebels be enjoying themselves too much at Richmond, 
I dispatched General Ellet to the commanding officer to see if he 
would not lend a hand to drive the rebels away. So they started 
yesterday morning at early daylight, with about 2,000 men, all told, 
and found the rebels strongly posted at Richmond with 4,000 men 
and 6 pieces of artillery. 

After an hour’s fight, in which nobody was badly hurt (I believe) 
on our side, the rebels cleared out and Richmond was burned in the 
row. Eleven prisoners fel] into our hands. From them we learn that 
there are 6,000 men at Delhi, but without transportation. They left 
their wagons in Alexandria. From all I can learn, they expect more 
troops to join them, more fieldpieces, and their wagons. 

They have signals going on all around here. I have the names of 
a number of houses where the signals are made from, and Ellet’s 
cavalry will go out to-morrow and arrest them all. My idea is that 
this force is intended to cooperate with Vicksburg at the proper 
time. With the boats, flats, and coal barges they have they can trans- 
port their whole force to this side from Vicksburg in six hours, and 
if this party should suddenly seize the Point we could not prevent it. 

I am keeping a strong force of gunboats here, and shall keep the 
brigade ready to land at a moment’s notice. The Benton will be 
above the canal every night, and the other boats when they return up 
the river. I shall also have the Osage in time to dash down amongst 
them if they try anything of the kind; still, with all that, the thing 
can be done. I do not know what else would bring these fellows here 
in such a hurry and why they avoid a fight so. They lost 98 killed 
at Milliken’s Bend, according to their own account, and a propor- 
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tional number wounded; also some horses. I tell you what I sup- 
pose to be their plans; you may see something else in the movement. 

T caught a messenger from Vicksburg night before last slipping 
out ina canoe. I keep a picket boat out on the Mississippi side, above 
the canal, and the fellow was floating by, lying down. He would tell 
nothing; we only know that he threw his package overboard, and we 
could not get it. He says there are sixty days’ provisions in Vicks- 
burg, which we know can not be so. Says we have killed nobody 
and done no damage, which is bosh. 

I have told Captain Walker to supply 32-pounder guns, if you want 
any, at Haynes’ Bluff. Will have carriages in a day or two for 
those there if you want them, though the guns are very heavy and 
will be difficult to transport. 

Everything is quiet up the river. Hearing that Price was ad- 
vancing on Helena, I sent a force of gunboats there. 

Very truly, yours, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 

General Granr. 


[Telegram. ] 


Cairo, Inx., June 15, 1863. 
The dispatch boat General Lyon will leave for the fleet on Thurs- 


ay. 
Will Governor Morton and staff take passage in her? 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
W. R. Hapway, 
Private Secretary to Governor Morton, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the advisability of having a gunboat at Memphis, and referring to 
mortars. 

U. S. Navan Srarton, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 15, 1863. 
Str: Your order of the 6th instant, revoking the permission 
granted to Mr. Yeatman to use the gunboat at this station, has been 
received. No gunboat has been stationed here since the Marmora 
left. The military force of this place has been greatly reduced in 
consequence of heavy reinforcements having been sent to General 

Grant, and I think for the present it is advisable to have a gunboat 

here. I have dismounted one mortar, and am at present dismounting 

the second one; the third mortar boat has not yet arrived from 

Helena. There are three old mortar boats at the yard, with their 

mortars on them. I have never received instructions in reference to 

them. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Patrison, 


Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
51246°—n w R—voL 25—12——12 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
report of the seizure by the U. S. S. Juliet of steamer Fred Nolte, 
June 15, 1863. 

U. S. Gunspoat TY er, 
Mouth of White River, Juné 19, 1563. 


Sir: Enclosed I forward the report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Ed. Shaw, U. S. S. Juliet, in relation to the seizure of the steamer 
Fred Nolte. She started from Memphis with a quantity of stores 
on board for different persons at Friar’s Point and Miles Landing. 
As far as I am able to find out everything was properly permitted 
and cleared at Memphis by Mr. Yeatman, with the exception of the 
one bottle of quinine found stowed away in a barrel of beans. En- 
closed are true copies of all the permits and papers found on board. 
After landing her stores, she was to have taken on board a lot of 
abandoned cotton at Miles Landing. I will detain the boat here to 
await your orders concerning her. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHert, 
Commanding Arkansas and White Rivers. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{[Enclosure. ] 


U. S. Gunpoat Juutet, June 19, 1863. 

Sir: I have to report that on the morning of the 15th instant, the 
steamer Y’red Nolte came down the river and came to at this station 
on being hailed. I immediately sent an officer on board to examine 
her papers and cargo, and I herewith submit a copy of the former. 

I found concealed in a barrel of beans a bottle of quinine, and upon 
enquiring in regard to it, eyery person on board denied having any 
knowledge of its being on the vessel. From the general appearance 
of things, and the consternation of those in charge, it is my opinion 
that they have been engaged in illicit traffic, and I deem it my duty 
to detain the Volt¢e until your return, that you may act according 
to your judgment. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Ep. SHaw, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 


Lieutenant-Commander J. M. Pricuerr, 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting 
semimonthly report of the distribution of vessels of his command. 


No. 61.] U.S. Mississtprr Squapron, Fiacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Near Vicksburg, June 15, 1863. 
Sir: I beg leave to enclose you the semimonthly report of the dis- 
tribution of the vessels in the Mississippi Squadron. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipson WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Commander. 


Acting Master E. M. King...... 
Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner 
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese.......-.--- 


j Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. G. Perkins. - . 


Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay.....- 


Lieutenant-Commander J. McL. Murphy......-- 
Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster......--- 
“Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R. Langthorne.. 
AGinpe Mapgter i) As ‘Darmer 3-02 conse 30 dene 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J.S. Hurd.......-.. 


: Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Scott......-.-. 
-| Acting Master Alfred Phelps............-....-..- 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Geo. W. Brown....- 
Aone Master G.I GLOVES. «,<.0% == ash sas ae ateoese 
First Master S. Codman... Ae 


Commander S. E. Woodworth.......---..----<.- 
Acting Master’s Mate J. H. Rivers...........-..- 
Lieutenant Joshua Bishop... ...-2--.-2-2..2655-5 
Pilot R. E. Birch 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. F. Hamilton... 


i Hirst Master Dalzell...<.3.sa8ense 523 eee ee 


Acting Master Wm. N. Griswold..........--..... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Shaw....-- 


Acting Master John Swaney.....-.-.------------- 
Capiarm Henry Walkes = od. sac ccspe snoss eo eences 
Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen...........-. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. E. Smith........ 
First Master T. O’Reilly..........---«-.- Seonictiog se 
Lieutenant-Commander Geo. M. Bache.......... 
Aotinatosion N, —. Rennell, oo os: as enke ese ne 


Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson.........-. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Robert Getty....-- 
Lieutenant E. W. Bartlett............... i 


Acting Master John C. Bunner................--- 
Acting Master A. M. Grant.........-.......22-.2- 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. Hoel.....- 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Geo. P. Lord....... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. E. Brennand.... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Goudy......-...- 
Acting Ensign Robt. Wilkinson...............-..- 
Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress.....-.-..-....- 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston..... 
Acting Master Wek. WeUS: <-f.c¢ s-m-isaoe qe race 
Acting Master Geo. W. Foutty.......--.--. nee 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet...........-- dae ERE, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy........- 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. B. Gregory... --- 
Chie Eisai Vie OM COVIC Lacie ret tar c= cc a\cloo alate 


_.| Acting Master Thos. Baldwin........--..-------- 


Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk......... 
Lieutenant-Commander James M. Prichett......- 
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| Where stationed. 


White River. 
Inspection boat at Cairo. 
Above Vicksburg. 

Below Vicksburg. 
Yazoo River. 
Cumberland River. 
Mississippi River, near Vicks- 


burg. 
Below Vicksburg. 
Repairing at Cairo. 


0. 
Arkansas River. 
Do. 
Tennessee River. 
Receiving ship at Cairo. 
Tennessee River. 
On the ways at Mound City. 
Being converted into a gun- 
boat at Cincinnati. 
Yazoo River. 
Cumberland River. 
Repairing. 
Tennessee River. 


oO. 

Below Vicksburg. 

Guarding mortar boats. 

Helena, Ark. 

Dispatch boat. 

Above Vicksburg. 

Cairo. 

Above Vicksburg. 

Above Vicksburg, Cairo. 

White River. 

Being converted into a gun- 
boat at Cairo. 

Arkansas River. 

Below Vicksburg, Red River. 

Below Vicksburg, Grand 
Gulf. 

Island No. 65. 

Cairo. 

Above Vicksburg. 

At Cairo doing guard duty. 

Below Vicksburg, Natchez. 

Greenville, 

Cairo. 

Ordnance barge at Cairo. 

Above Vicksburg, Yazoo 
River. 

At Island No. 10. 

Dispatch boat. 

Being converted into a gun- 
boat at Cincinnati. 

Below Vicksburg, Red River. 

Yazoo River. 

White River. 

Tennessee River. 

Cumberland River. 

Yazoo River. 


0. 
Above Vicksburg. 

Tennessee River 

Below Vicksburg. 
Mississippi River, Island No. 


Cumberland River. 
Do. 
Yazoo River. 
Do. 
Tennessee River. 
Below Vicksburg. 
Mississippi River, 
Ark. 
Carrying stores to Squadron. 


Helena, 


J 


Light-draft vessels just purchased and fitting out: 
Victory, Florence Miller (proposed name, Moose), Rachel Miller 
(proposed name, reindeer). 
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List of tugs, commanders, and stations: 


Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 
i 

Dahlia? yeas-<.- ee Ese Acting Ensign W. H. Strope.........----2-2-.--. Above Vicksburg. 
Hy acinth)so2 eee nee A¢cting Ensign J. B. Hiserman<. 2. -.--.2cesee- 5-6 Do. 
Meauirel. Face ae See Acting Ensign W. R. Owens: \2----72e-s-2e22" Do. 
Nettles ee cases - pene Acting Ensign Perry C. Wright................-- Do. 
PNBIStlecS sem see cee neee Acting Ensign R. J. Eltringham.........-....-.- Do. 
DVVigeeceraa oo eee eee Acting Master’s Mate Chas. H. Gulick.........-..- Below Vicksburg. 
MDAISY,s ac cmecerc see tee Acting Ensign Dy CS OWers. ys. 2. aes At Cairo. 
Winn) By oqpieceer nese cie Acting Ensign James M. Bailey....-....-....--.- Do. 
Mistletoe see sceese ane Acting Ensign James L. Quigley........-.......- Do. 
Mignonette.......-..--. Acting. Ensign Ms, Be MUneCy sea. ae teeeee tenes Do. 
(PANSY seser eee on ee oe Acting: Ensign Wm: Farris; shee sce eee Above Vicksburg. 
IRGTHe enc cca eo eee Acting Ensign John M. Kelly.......-...--..--.-- Gone to Cairo. 


List of steamers in the Mississippi Marine Brigade, Brigadier- 
General Alfred W. Ellet commanding: 


Vessel. Commander. How employed. 
PANICOCI ate eneee sees Captain JR. Crandall sage sess ee eee eee Transporting troops for 
General Grant. 
PA MAINSE Joes jneee eee Lieutenant-Colonel Geo. E. Currie..........-...-- Do. 
BaltiCase esas ate eee eeee Major s;0. 28 Oday comse cee ee ete eee eee Do 
DIAN as oc: eco eee Colonel Chas. Ri. Ellet: -.2ss2.: SSE eee Do. 
B. Ho fairchild. -..-,.. Captain, James'C. Brooks. -2gns ete ee eee eee Do. 
John) Rainess sss6e-cs5 Major’J.-M.) Elubbard oe eas: Sea Do. 


Wroodiord ewan Dr. Jamesobantshe Soe ees ere ee | Do. 


Letter from Major-General Schofield, U. S. Army, to Fleet Captain 


Pennock, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation in case of danger at 
New Madrid, Mo. 


Herapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE Missouri, 
: St. Louis, June 15, 1863. 

Sir: By direction of the commander-in-chief I have instructed the 
commanding officer at New Madrid to call upon you for assistance in 
case of danger to that place, which I have reason to apprehend. I 
respectfully request that, in the event supposed, you will give him 
all the aid in your power and inform me promptly what you are 
able to do. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. M. ScuHorre.p, 
Major-General. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Station Commandant, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Master Bunner, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
New Era, regarding the destruction of boats and flats in the 
vicinity of Island No. 10. 

U.S. S. New Era, 
Island No. 10, Tenn., June 16, 1863. 
Sir: During the past fifteen days no man has received any pun- 
ishment on board this vessel except the imposition of slight police 
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duties. The sanitary condition of the vessel has been excellent, not 
a man having been on the surgeon’s report. I give the crew short 
drills at the howitzers and with muskets four times a week, and have 
a good condition of discipline. 

Richard Lewis and Monroe Walker, contrabands, deserted at New 
Madrid on the 8th. I have endeavored to recover them, but without 
success, and have ordered their clothes, etc., to be sold, by which the 
Government will lose nothing in their cases. 

This morning Major Newsham, inspector-general on General 
Asboth’s staff, came here with a message from the general, saying 
that the enemy in considerable force meditated an attack on either 
Columbus, Hickman, Island [No.] 10, or New Madrid, and inform- 
ing me that a quantity of transportation was to be found, as he un- 
derstood, but little above the island. 

I immediately ran up and destroyed nine boats and flats, returning 
to the island at 8 o’clock p.m. I do not think the enemy can pro- 
cure transportation enough to attack the island with any hope of 
success, but am careful that none at all shall remain at his service in 
this wicinity. 

I remain, your most obedient servant, 
J. C. BuNNER, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Dominy, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. S. S. Signal, regarding rumored feint on Helena, 


Ark. 


U.S. S. Srenat, 
; Off Island [No.] 65, June 17, 1863. 

Sir: I find the force of the enemy at this point to consist of 500 
cavalry and 2 pieces of artillery, one 6 and one 4 pounder. 

From two deserters taken on board this morning I learn that 
Colonel Dobbin is in command, and that he has now gone to make a 
feint on Helena, while General Price moves into Missouri, and that 
Colonel Dobbin, with his command, will return here in a few days. _ 

I think with a small force they could be easily captured on their 
return. 

Their headquarters are 2 miles from here, back from the river. 
I shall send the two deserters down to Captain Prichett, to dispose 
of, as I have no orders on that point. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. Domriny, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Signal. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrzr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Master Fentress, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. 
Rattler, regarding the U.S. steamers Argosy and Kenwood. 


U.S. S. Ratrier, 
Milliken’s Bend, June 17, 1863. 


Sir: The Argosy is the steamer that I found at this place, and al- 
though steaming up the river some 30 miles, could not find the 
steamer Kenwood. As this vessel wishes coal, I relieve her. 

Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Watter E. H. Fentress, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral D, D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Caro, IL., June 17, 1863. 

T have to-day received instructions from Admiral Porter to with- 
draw from the Tennessee as many of the gunboats as can be spared. 
He has ordered them on special and important duty elsewhere. 

If possible, I will go to Columbus in the morning to see you. 

A. M. Pennocr, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Brigadier-General Aszorn, 
Columbus, Ky. 


Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, regarding prog- 
ress on the raising of the U.S. 8S. Indianola. 


U. S. Gunsoat CaRronpELet, 
Palmyra Island, June 18, 1863. 

ApmiraL: I have the honor to report to you the continuance of 
the work on the /ndianola. 

On Wednesday I obtained from Turner’s plantation at Point 
Pleasant 23 negroes, who are now employed on the wreck. Most of 
the mud has been removed from the interior, the machinery cleaned 
off, and the refuse material piled up. Both of the coal bunkers are 
full of coal, which needs a little washing to make it useful. With 
the assistance of a small flat or scow a goodly supply could be ob- 
tained for the squadron. This reminds me to inform you also that I 
examined the sunken barge opposite James’ and found considerable 
coal in it; when the water falls this can be recovered. 

The 9-inch gun from the /ndianola has been exhumed and is 
ready to be transported. Considerable ammunition will also be ob- 
tained. I am now digging a clear trench around the vessel and re- 
moving all the surplus portable weight. In order to facilitate the 
work I directed Ensign Donaldson to take constant charge. The 
negroes how number, in all, 37, and are furnished by me with rations 


a 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 183 


from the Carondelet. In the meantime I am making what repairs 
on her I can. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jno. McLeop Murrny, 
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, referring to 
the launching of the U. S. S. Eastport, and the extension of his 
command into the Mississippi River. 


Orrice Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., June 16 [18?] 1863. 

Str: The Lastport was safely launched last evening. Draft, for- 
ward, 53 feet; aft, 6 feet 3 inches. With all on board, will require 
just about the same water as the Pook’s. 

Your letter to Captain Pennock, directing that I should take charge 
of the Mississippi River from Island No. 10 to White River, was 
received last evening. The 7awah and Covington will be got off at 
once, and I can leave with the Hastport (half crew) next week. 

Your order requiring that three boats should be kept together in 
the Tennessee renders it necessary to keep at least six gunboats, the 
number now there, in that river. The distance from Fort Henry 
to Eastport is 170 miles, and with six vessels there are but two sec- 
tions to watch that distance. There will soon be numerous fords 
where Bragg can cross artillery to make raids upon the Mississippi 
to fire into our’ steamers, and when pressed such parties could recross 
the Tennesssee in defiance of ten times their number of our troops 
aiming to cut them off. Gunboats on that river, to be effective while 
Bragg holds his own with General Rosecrans, must be active. 

IT am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHexps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding orders to 
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, for extension of his 
command. 

Orricre MississrpP1 SQUADRON, 
Catro, Ill., June 18, 1863. 
Str: In accordance with your order of the 11th instant, received 
to-day, I have directed Lieutenant-Commander Phelps to take charge 
of the Mississippi River from Island No. 10 to Helena and White 
River, with all the vessels that can be spared from the Tennessee 
River, and to guard every point where rebels may be about. As soon 
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as the detail is made I will inform you of the vessels selected for 
this purpose and will send them down with all possible dispatch. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennocx, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Lord, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Covington, to 
convoy the U.S. 8S. General Lyon to mouth of White River. 


Orrice Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 18, 1863. 


Sir: You will take command of the U. S. gunboat Covington and 
convoy down the river the steamer Jacob Strader and the U.S. S. 
General Lyon as far as the mouth of White River, where you will 
coal and cruise between that point and Memphis. 

The enemy are moving in large force to the west bank of the 
Mississippi, for the purpose of crossing over, or of capturing our 
steamers on the way up and down. 

You will drive the rebels from every part of your cruising ground 
and give such protection to our steamers as may be necessary. 

Captain Phelps has been ordered by Admiral Porter to take charge 
of the Mississippi from Island No. 10 to Helena and White River, 
and the Covington is detailed for duty in that division, subject, of 
course, to the approval of Admiral Porter, to whom you will send a 
copy of these orders. 

Captain Phelps will join you in a few days and will give you such 
further instructions as he may deem necessary. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gro. P. Lorn, U. S. Navy. 
Cairo, Til. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8S. Navy, regarding the assign- 
ment of the U.S. S. Covington to special convoy duty. 


Orrice Mississtppr SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 18, 1863. 

Sir: Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George P. Lord, having re- 
ported here and informed me that an officer has been ordered to the 
command of the Petrel, his former command, I have given him com- 
mand of the Covington, one of the vessels detailed to cruise between 
Island No. 10 and White River, under command of Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps. 

I have given him written orders, subject to your approval, and 
directed him to send you a copy of them. 
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T enclose a copy of a telegram received to-day from Brigadier- 
General Asboth, commanding at Columbus. 

_As the General Lyon has a valuable cargo, I think it advisable to 
give her a good convoy, and have ordered the Covington to accom- 
pany her as far as White River. 

Application having been made to me by General Asboth to give 
convoy to the Jacob Strader, loaded with ordnance stores for General 
Grant’s army, I have directed Lieutenant Lord to give her the pro- 
tection required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. M. Pennocr, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, regarding the U. 8. 
steamers Osage and Neosho. 


Orrice Misstssrpp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 18, 1863. 


Srr: Having received information that the Neosho, after being 
tested in every respect, would be ready for service in five or six days, 
I ordered the Osage to St. Louis, and directed her commander to 
transfer all his officers and men to the Neosho, but that he, in accord- 
ance with your orders, was to remain attached to the Osage. 

She sailed on the 12th instant, but returned the next day, her com- 
mander reporting that she was unable to stem the current. On the 
14th, Chief Engineer King was sent down by order of Commodore 
Hull. Slight alterations were made to give her better clearance, and 
she again left on the 15th and is now, I hope, well on her way up the 
river. The contractor, Mr. Eads, on hearing of her arrival here, 
telegraphed me, requesting that she might be sent to St. Louis (where 
he has every facility for doing the work), and that he would put her 
in order with all possible dispatch. 

Since the departure of Commander Febiger, I have read your letter 
to him, directing him to retain his officers and crew on board the 
Osage, if it did not take too long to repair her. As it will require 
several days to put her in proper condition, I believe that it will be 
in accordance with your views that my instructions to him be carried 
out, and that he be ordered to command the Veosho. I have no other 
officer to place in so important a command. I will direct him to 
carry out your instructions to the letter, and not to leave St. Louis 
until he is satisfied that the vessel is fit for service in every respect. 

I trust my action in this matter will meet with your approval. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, _ 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, making 
reference to reported engagement in the Tennessee River. 


Orrice MississtpP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 18, 1863. 


Dear Porter: *i*o>% 


The Lastport went off the ways in fine style yesterday and will 


be ready in a week. I will send her off if I only have men enough - 


to man three guns. She floats much lighter than she did and will, 
I have no doubt, prove a valuable vessel. 

The Zawah will be ready in a day or two, and will be sent to cruise 
within the limits you have assigned to Captain Phelps. 

The Paw Paw will not be ready for several days. She will also 
be attached to Phelps’ division. Do you intend that the Vew Era, 
which is stationed at or near Island No. 10, shall be included in that 
command ? 

I heard to-day, unofficially, that the rebels are crossing the Tennes- 
see, and that the gunboats are engaged in driving them back. I 
therefore do not think it advisable to withdraw any of the gun- 
boats from that river until I hear something more definite from 
that quarter. I hope to be able to spare one vessel from the Cumber- 
land fleet. 

I have put aboard the General Lyon over 2,000 filled Hotchkiss 
shell, 30-pounders, to be turned over to Lieutenant Lyford, ordnance 
officer of Grant’s army, if you think proper to do so. I shall com- 
mence loading the Polar Star to-morrow morning with 8-inch guns 
and such ordnance stores as have been required. I have sent you 
the last of the 18-inch shell, but will make a requisition on the bureau 
for more. Please let me know if you require them at the fleet. 

The pilot of the 7yler, who brought up the prize steamer Lady 
Walton, I was obliged to order temporarily on board the Little Rebel, 
having no other pilot to take her down, and I did not like to detain 
her longer, for the river has commenced falling again. 

The large ferryboat Peosta, which Phelps purchased up the upper 
Mississipp1, arrived here yesterday. She will make a fine gunboat 
and will carry a heavy battery. I will commence work on her as 
soon as possible. 

z * * * * * * 
Sincerely, your friend, 
A. M. Pennock. 

Admiral Porter. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, command- 
ing at Arkansas and White Rivers, regarding interview with Gen- 
eral Prentiss, U. S. Army. 


U. S. Gunspoat Ty iEr, 
Mouth of White River, June 18, 1863. 
Str: In obedience to your order of the 12th instant I proceeded to 
Helena and informed Major-General Prentiss why I had come there. 
He entertained no fears of an attack on that place. He thinks they 
are going to concentrate their forces for a raid into Missouri. The 
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General Bragg arrived before I left. I convoyed the Luminary from 
Helena to Carolina Landing. She had 250 tons of ammunition on 
board and between four and five millions of dollars Government 
money. 
* Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Commanding Arkansas and White Rivers. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


CoLtumsus, Ky., June 18, 1863. 

The steamer Platte Valley was fired into yesterday 15 miles this 
side of Memphis by artillery, 5 balls passing through the boat, kill- 
ing 3 men and wounding several. About 300 rifle shots also struck 
the boat. The steamer Golden E’ra attempted to pass the battery at 
the same time, but was compelled to return to Memphis. 

No boat can proceed at this juncture unless under convoy of a gun- 
boat. I applied yesterday for a gunboat, but have received none. 
Ellet’s Marime Brigade would be well employed between here and 
Memphis, 

* * * * % * * 
ASBoTH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Major-General Hatecr, 
General-in-Chief. 


General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regard- 
ing designating numbers to be painted on light-draft vessels. 


GENERAL ORDER, U.S. Misstssree1 Squapron, 
No. 65. | Flagship Black Hawk, June 19, 1863. 
The light-draft vessels of the Mississippi Squadron will have a 
number, 2 feet long, neatly painted in black on the forward part and 
sides of the pilot house. The numbers will run as follows, viz: 


No. 1. Rattler. No. 17. Fairplay. No. 33. Victory. 
2. Marmora. 18. Brilliant. 34. Moose. 
3. Romeo. 19. St. Clair. 35. Reindeer. 
4. Juliet. 20. General Pillow. 36. Peosta. 
5. Petrel. 21. Robb. 37. Naumkeag. 
6. Cricket. 22. Springfield. 38. Exchange. 
7. New Era. 23. Silver Lake. 39. Tensas. — 
8. Signal. 24. Champion. 40. Alexandria. 
9. Forest Rose. 25. Covington. 41. 
10. Linden. 26. Queen City. 42. 
11. Prairie Bird. 27. Argosy. 43. 
12. Curlew. 28. Silver Cloud. 44, 
13. Manitou. 29. Tawah. 45. 
14. Kenwood. 30. Fawn. 46. 
15. Hastings. 31. Paw Paw. 47. 
16. Little Rebel. 32. Key West. 48. 


Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Oommander Prichett, U. S. Navy, regarding 
attack by the Confederates at Island No. 40. 


U. S. Gunpoat TY Ler, 
Mouth of White River, June 19, 1568. 
Sir: I have just been informed that the rebels are firing into boats 
at Island [No.] 40 with a battery of artillery and a regiment of | 
infantry. This is about 15 miles above Memphis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHert, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Arkansas and White Rivers. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Veatch, U. S. Army, to commanding 
officer of gunboat desiring relief for cavalry force near Com- 
merce, Miss. 


Heapquarters District of Mrmpuis, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 19, 1863, 
Our cavalry were attacked to-day below Hernando [Miss.], and 
are being driven at last accounts toward Commerce. 
You may reach there in time to ke them relief. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
James ©. VEATCH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Commanpine Orricer, Gunboat. 


Report of Acting Ensign Hanford, U.S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.: 
Robb, regarding an engagement at Cerro Gordo, Tenn., June 19, 
1863. 

U. S. Gunzoat Ross, 
Fort Hindman, Ky., June 24, 1863. 

Sm: I send you a report of the action that took place on the morn- 
ing of the 19th instant at Cerro Gordo, resulting in the loss of 1 of 
my men and 2 severely wounded: 

On the afternoon of the 18th I suggested to Captain Hurd the 
possibility of catching some of Colonel Biffle’s men if I placed a 
couple of pieces of artillery at Cerro Gordo, opposite to where they 
came, and fired across the river during the departure of gunboats 
from that place. It met Captain Hurd’s approval. In the evening 
I got a horse and rode down to Cerro Gordo, in order to pick out a 
good situation for the battery. Having found one to suit me, I 
returned and got my guns mounted on field carriages, and at 10 p. m. 
started down, and had everything fixed ready, taking particular care 
to double-picket all the roads to guard against surprise. I sent to 
man the battery 16 of my best men. It was my instruction in the 
morning to run down to Saltillo, 5 miles, in order to give the rebs a 
good chance to come in. 
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On the morning of the 19th, about 4:30, I heard my guns firing. 
The Silver Cloud and myself started down, where we found that 
Biffle had made a charge on the battery with 400 men, but my men 
were prepared for them and opened their ranks well. I have learned 
since, but it is only a picked-up report, that Biffle lost 50 killed and 
wounded. I believe that their loss was about that, as they charged 
four abreast (dismounted) and came to within 20 yards of the can- 
non’s mouth, while cannister was being fired into them like rain. I 
lost, killed, Cranford I. Hill (fireman), and buried him at Graven’s 
landing; Madison M. Hill (second gunner), and John N. Matthews 
(quartermaster), severely wounded. These I have sent to Smith’s 
and to their homes. 

Too much credit can not be awarded to the men who manned the 
battery. They did their duty faithfully. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. C. Hanrorp, 
Commanding Robb. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Cotumpus, Ky., June 20, 1863. 

I sent last night a steamer to Hickman to convey the detachment 
of the Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteers and Company D, Thir- 
teenth Wisconsin Volunteers, being the entire garrison, about 190 
men, to New Madrid, in accordance with orders from the general-in- 
chief. 

Your communication of the 15th to the commanding officer at 
Island 10 has been sent me, with his reply. There is but an aggre- 
gate of 86 men on the island to defend it and guard a contraband 
colony of 1,000 souls, which will render it difficult to reduce the small 
garrison. The gunboat Vew Fra is at Island No. 10, which can and 
will be sent to New Madrid in case of an attack, and I will always 
be ready to give, as I have done heretofore, all possible assistance 
from my district, provided I am not menaced or attacked. 

AsBortH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Major-General ScHoFIEL. 


(Telegram.] 


St. Louis, Mo., June 20, 1863. 
Thanks for your cooperation. I have sent a small detachment to 
New Madrid and will send another in a few days. This, with the 
gunboat, will, I believe, make all secure. Colonel Harding, who goes 
in command, is instructed to help you in case of need. 
J. M. Scuorierp, 
Major-General. 
Brigadier-General AssoTu, 


Columbus, Ky. 
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Report of Captain Walke, U. 8. Navy, from the mouth of Red River. 


U.S. Gunsoat LarayeETtTeE, 
Off Mouth Red River, June 20, 1863. 

Sir: I regret to be obliged to report that the keelson timbers and 
planking of the bottom of this vessel under the fire bed or ashpan 
are so much burnt as to render it necessary to have her docked as 
soon as possible. I herewith enclose the carpenter’s report, chief 
engineer’s report, and the report of the survey, which I ordered 
immediately. 

The Arizona did not stop when she passed us going up the river’ 
the last time, although T hailed her to stop, but she continued on her 
way up the river. This is the third or fourth time that the Arizona 
has passed us without stopping, and twice refused to stop. The 
Price did not stop on her last trip, so I have no means of certain 
communication. I also enclose our surgeon’s report. Our sick are 
increasing daily. Contrabands are accumulating, about 126 being 
on board at present. I have sent about 220 to Commodore Palmer 
at Port Hudson. 

Our provisions, coal, and medicines require replenishing soon, and 
unless I can hear from you or can get up the river soon I shall be 
obliged to send the Pittsburg up to Vicksburg and make the best of 
my way down to New Orleans to dock and repair this vessel, for 
although the extent of her injuries can not be ascertained at present, 
she is evidently in danger of being sunk by the slightest collision on 
the shore, as her bottom has already risen 8 inches up under her 
boilers. Should Vicksburg be taken in the meantime, I will con- 
sider it my duty to proceed up the river with this vessel and the 
Pittsburg and report to you for orders. The river has fallen so 
much and so fast that I was compelled to leave Old River and anchor 
at its mouth. I have sent our boats up several times and the Pitts- 
burg, but I can not effectually cut off the enemy’s intercourse with 
the Atchafalaya without a hght-draft gunboat of some speed. I 
have written to Commodore Palmer to send me a transport for 200 
contrabands and 4 refugees, and for a gunboat to run up to Vicks- 
burg. We have sent General Banks 420 contrabands since I last 
wrote you. I send you 2 refugees from vicinity of Red River, 
Samuel Allen and John Dorman. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Wakes, 
Captain, U. S. Navy. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, making refer- 
ence to correspondence with Major-General Hurlbut, U. 8. A rmy. 
Orrice Misstsstep1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 20, 1863. 
Dear Porter: I enclose you an extraordinary document,* an order 
from Major-General Hurlbut, and my reply thereto. It is not the 
first time that I have received orders which, if I had so far forgotten 


* Not found. 
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myself as to comply with, would have seriously interfered with your 
combinations. Do you not think it would be better hereafter for 
you to instruct me to issue all orders to the gunboats in your name, 
signed by me by your order? It will give force to any official docu- 
ment I may write and prevent any interference. I know that this 
1s contrary to the orders of the Secretary of the Navy, but have no 
doubt he will consent to it when the necessity of the case is made 
known to him. I have answered the general’s letter courteously and, 
I hope, with sufficient firmness to convince him that he has no au- 
thority over a naval officer. You, I know, as commander-in-chief of 
the naval forces, will write him such a letter as he deserves. 

I had commenced loading up the Polar Star with guns and ammu- 
nition before the arrival of the Torrence. She is now loaded as deep 
as safety will permit, and I shall dispatch her to-morrow, con- 
voyed as far as White River by the Tawah. I have placed Acting 
Master Alfred Phelps, jr., temporarily in command of this gunboat. 
I will carry out as speedily as possible your instructions to me and 
Phelps in regard to placing gunboats between Island No. 10 and 
Helena. The Zorrence I was obliged to order to St. Louis to take on 
board there powder, 8, 9, and 10 inch shell, and other ordnance stores 
that we have there. I am making every effort to have our ordnance 
stores replenished as soon as possible; they are arriving every day. 
I telegraphed to the bureau to send more 13-inch shell, that I had 
sent the last down to you, and received prompt reply that they would 
be sent from Pittsburg at once. I gave the commanding officer of 
the Judge Torrence orders to work night and day and authority to 
employ such force as would enable him to leave St. Louis without 
loss of time. Commander Yard and Lieutenant-Commander Badger 
arrived here to-day. Yard has orders to report to you for duty in 
the place of Badger. I have been working day and night myself to 
forward the supplies you need, and hope that Yard will not complain 
if he is required to do the same. Your orders in regard to the 250 
bales of prize cotton and the prize steamer Lady Walton have been 
carried out, and I now await the instructions of the United States 
judge of this district in regard to the delivery of the property. 
Twenty-five bales of cotton have been landed here from the Conestoga, 
which has been used for defense. Under what circumstances was it 
captured, and what disposition shall I make of it? I will not deliver 
it to anyone until I hear from you. 

I received your letter, enclosing $100, by Captain Richardson, 
which settles all your bills with the exception of the last pair of pan- 
taloons sent by Bache, which cost $9. 

I send you all the official documents, private letters, and papers 
received since the General Lyon left. The papers will give you all 
the news from the East. Kind regards to Breese. 

Sincerely, your friend, 
A, M. Pennock. 

Admiral Porter. 

{Enclosure. ] 
OrricEe MisstsstpP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ilt., June 20, 1863. 

Sir: Your letter of the 18th instant has been received. In reply I 

have to inform you that the movements of all the gunboats belonging 
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to the Mississippi Squadron are governed by Acting Rear-Admiral 
D. D. Porter, the naval commander-in-chief, and not by me. His 
orders to his officers are that his instructions are not to be deviated 
from, unless discretionary powers are given them by himself. 

Admiral Porter has no doubt given such instructions as he deems 
necessary for the “preservation of the Mississippi River for naviga- 
tion,” and will, I am sure, give such protection to transports in the 
employ of the Army as may be in his power. I have forwarded your 
letter to me of the 18th instant to him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Naval Station, at Cairo, Lil. 


Major-General S. A. Hurtsvr, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn. 


Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master 
Phelps, U. S. Navy, to assume command of U. 8. 8S. Tawah and 
convoy transport Polar Star. 


Orrice Mississtprr SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 20, 1863. 

Sir: You are hereby detached temporarily from the U. S. gunboat 
Champion and will assume command of the U.S. gunboat Tawah. 

As soon as the transport Polar Star is ready, you will convoy her 
down the river until you meet with the U. S. gunboat Covington, 
which vessel will continue the convoy to White River. You will show 
these orders to the commanding officer of that vessel. Should you 
meet with one of the gunboats previous to falling in with the Coving- 
ton, you will turn the Polar Star over to her, provided she has been 
placed on the river for convoy and does not conflict with other orders 
which her commander may have. 

It is important that the Polar Star should be pushed forward with 
all possible dispatch to Admiral Porter. 

Having performed the duty assigned you, you will return as far 
up the river as New Madrid, where you will report to me in writing. 

Should the commanding officer at New Madrid request your co- 
operation in case of an emergency, you will afford him all the assist- 
ance in your power. 

The admiral informs me that the enemy are moving in large force 
to the west bank of the Mississippi, for the purpose of crossing over 
or of capturing our steamers on the way up and down. 

Vigilance and prompt action are required to defeat them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PENNOCK, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Master Atrrep Purtprs, Jr., U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U. 8S. Gunboat Champion. 


~~ 


——— 
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Order of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Febiger, 
U. S. Navy, to assume command of U.S. 8. Neosho. 


Orricre Misstssippt SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 20, 1863. 

Sir: If, as I believe, the Veosho will be ready for service in a few 
days, and that it will require some time to complete the repairs needed 
by the Osage, and as it is neecssary to have one of these vessels in 
active service as soon as possible, you will carry out my instructions 
of the 12th instant in regard to the transfer of officers and crew. 

The enemy are moving in large force to the west bank of the Mis- 
sissippi River, for the purpose of crossing over or capturing our 
steamers on the way up and down. Several transports have been 
fired into and lives have been lost. 

I consider it necessary that an officer of experience and judgment 
should command the Veosho, and I believe it would be in accordance 
with the admiral’s views that you be ordered to that vessel. You 
will therefore assume command of her, if she be gotten ready before 
the Osage. The orders which the admiral has given you, in relation 
to your being fully satisfied that the Osage is in condition to go into 
action, and that you put her through any test that she would be sub- 
ject to in action, ete., are applicable to the Veosho. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Commander J. C. Frsrcrr, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. S. Osage, St. Louis, Mo. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the detention of the U. S. S. Covington, for special service in 
protection of boats above Memphis. 


U. S. Nava Srarion, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 20, 1863. 
Sir: The gunboat Covington arrived here this afternoon, bound to 
White River. Upon representations made to me by General Hurlbut, 
I ordered her to proceed up the river some 20 or 30 miles to protect 
boats passing up and down during the night. I will dispatch her 
to-morrow morning as convoy to the General Lyon, and the Little 
Rebel to the White River, when she will return to this station, as 
ordered by Captain Pennock. The rebels have been firing into ves- 
sels above and below this city for the past two days. It is highly 
important to have another gunboat at this station as soon as possible. 
I enclose Major-General Hurlbut’s* letter to you. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrtison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


* Not found. 
51246°—-n w rR—von 25-—12——13 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, acknowledg- 
ing order regarding the extension of his command into the Missis- 
sippt River, and other matters. 


Orricre Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 20, 1563. 

Sir: Your order for me to take charge of the Tennessee River and 
the Mississippi as far down as Helena was received yesterday. _ 

I have consulted with Captain Pennock concerning the new light- 
draft Zawah. She has three-fourth-inch iron on either end at an 
angle of 45° and has a 38-inch oak bulkhead covered with three- 
fourth-inch iron enclosing her machinery and boilers. This makes 
her very superior in resisting power to the other light-drafts, and 
she has a battery of 2 Si nouiee Parrotts, 4 24-pounder howitzers, 
and 2 12-pounder steel rifles. In view of her superiority in these 
respects, I presume you would not deem your order, requiring three 
light-drafts to be kept at all times together, as applying to her. I 
have proposed to Captain Pennock that Captain Goudy should take 
her, thus releasing the three boats he has for service between here and 
Helena. The little ob6 will answer admirably for service between 
this point and Fort Henry. 

The Zawah will convoy the Polar Star till the Covington, which 
is cruising between Memphis and Helena, is met, when the former 
will come back to remain between Memphis and New Madrid till 
the Queen City, Silver Cloud, and Robb can be got down from above. 
The Tawah, full of coal, draws 34 feet forward and 3 feet aft. The 
Paw Paw will be lighter. 

This arrangement leaves Lieutenant Hurd with the three lightest 
stern-wheel boats high up the Tennessee, and Lieutenant Goudy 
between Fort Henry and Perryville. 

I came down with the HLastport yesterday, making 7 miles in 36 
minutes. I consider her a great success, and she is a better-looking 
craft than ever. The guns are being put on board, and I shall very 
soon be on the cruising ground between here and Helena. 

The guerrillas have been active recently near Memphis. 

A telegram was received by General Asboth day before yesterday, 
stating that the rebels were trying to cross the Tennessee at Clifton, 
and that the gunboats were driving them back. 

T enclose a report made by Acting Master Commanding [A. F.] 
Thompson, gunboat Silver Cloud, and respectfully suggest that it - 
offers an opportunity to make an example much needed among the 
watch officers in these light-drafts above. I have directed Captain 
Thompson to arrest the officer and send him down to the Clara 
Polsen, to await your orders. 

New Madrid is threatened by a heavy force, according to army 
reports. I shall have the astport ready to interrupt any plans of 
the rebels there. Her speed and light-draft will enable me to use her 
effectively on this long stretch of river, and the Paw Paw, which 
will soon be completed and equally as strong as the Zawah will serve 
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st to run up the Tennessee from time to time to look after things 
ere. 
I should regret the Zastport now more than ever. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Pueres, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippt Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Shaw, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U.S. 8. Juliet, regarding attack by Confederates at New- 
man’s plantation, and retaliation. 


U. S. Gunsoat Juiet, June 20, 1863. 

Sir: I have to report that, in accordance with your orders, I pro- 
ceeded down. the river as convoy to the steamers General Robert 
Allen and Pike. At Eunice I turned them over to the Marmora, and 
commenced my return trip at 12:30 p.m. Just below Catfish Point 
my shaft gave away, breaking both heads of my starboard cylinder, 
and I was compelled to anchor, which I did opposite Newman’s 
plantation. Here I allowed the cutter to go on shore, containing 
Paymaster Meeker and Pilot Houston, with 4 men, in order to pro- 
cure fresh vegetables. They had been gone but a few minutes when 
the alarm was given that the guerrillas were coming, and immediately 
some half dozen, mounted, started from Wilson’s house,“one-eighth of 
a mile down the levee. Before the party reached the cutter the 
rebels fired upon them, and I immediately opened with shell, driving 
them off. Several shells exploded in Newman’s house, doing con- 
siderable damage. I then sent an armed cutter-load of men on shore, 
with instructions to burn Wilson’s house and bring off all of the 
negroes from Newmawn’s plantation. This they did, and I have some 
46 of his negroes on board. I did not destroy his house, as there 
were none but women present. 

At 6 p. m. the New National took us in tow, and we proceeded up 
toward White River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ep, Suaw, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 


Lieutenant-Commander J. M. Pricnerr. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding convoy 
given to Army steamer Freestone. 


Orrice MississipP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, [ll., June 21, 1863. 


Sir: I enclose a copy of a request from the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment at this place for convoy for steamer Mreestone, loaded with 
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ammunition. In compliance with this request I have ordered the 
commanding officer of the Zawah to give the required convoy, in 
accordance with your orders, and reminded him that your orders are 
not to be deviated from, unless discretionary powers are given by 
yourself. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, referring to 
the release of the steamer Fred Nolte and the arrival of the U.S. 8. 
Covington at mouth of White River. 


U.S. Gunpoat TY er, 
Mouth of White Riwer, June 23, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have stationed the 
Cricket just below Cypress Bayou, where the last convoy was fired 
into with artillery. I do not think they will fire into boats again at 
that point soon, as I am under the impression they have gone to Red 
Fork. According to your orders, I have released the steamer red 
Nolte, taking the necessary pledge from the captain. Shall I forward 
the original to you? The papers I sent you belonging to this steamer 
were true copies I had made on board the Juliet; the originals I have 
in my possession now. I shall leave in two or three hours for Island 
[No.] 40. 

There have been no boats fired into between this place and Helena 
for the last two or three weeks. The Linden and Curlew are sta- 
tioned between Islands [No.]'65 and [No.] 68. I leave Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Dominy in charge here, with all the orders. The 
Covington came down this far, convoying the General Lyon and a 
number of transports. She has gone up the river, and is cruising 
between Helena and Memphis. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
JAs. M. PricHert, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. Arkansas and White Rivers. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hurd, U. S. Navy, command- 
mg U.S. S. Hxchange, regarding expedition up the Tennessee 
River, in company with U. 8. gunboats Key West and Fanny 
Barker, June 24-July 2, 1863. 


U.S. Gunpoat Excuaner, 
Tennessee River, July, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report, pursuant to Captain Phelps’ 
order of 20th June (per telegraph), I proceeded up the Tennessee 
River, 24th June (upon the arrival of Captain Goudy at Fort Hei- 
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man), accompanied by U. S. gunboats Hey West and Fanny Barker. 
Arrived at the mouth of Duck River at 8 o’clock p. m., anchored, 
and remained during the night. 25th, 4:30 o’clock a. m., I proceeded 
up the river. At Beach Creek I took on board two Federal prisoners, 
who had broken jail at Waynesborough and came to the river. At 
Swallow Bluff I found the rebels crossing from the west to the east 
side of the river with bacon, horses, mules, and cattle, which they 
had confiscated. About half of the regiment (said to be Biffle’s) had 
crossed. I surprised them, captured some bacon, destroyed one ferry 
flat, two canoes, and one bateau. I stopped a short time at Esquire 
Craven’s, then proceeded up to Savannah and anchored for the night. 

26th I received a communication from, and sent reply to General 
Dodge. At 10 o’clock a. m. I proceeded up the river to Eastport, 
found very many refugees, and the rebels collecting animals upon 
both sides of the river. 

27th I went up to Chickasaw and Waterloo; had heard the enemy 
had a battery at the latter place, but did not find any. I then headed 
downstream, stopped at Savannah and Esquire Craven’s and an- 
chored for the night below Double Islands, where the rebels have been 
crossing. They had also crossed at the mouth of Indian Creek, but 
not in force. We were fired into with small arms at Eagle Nest 
Island; shelled the woods, but do not know the result; none of our 
men were hurt. 

28th. I headed upstream this morning, stopped at Carrollville, cap- 
tured a rebel, proceeded up the river, suppressed a rebel moving 
across the river at Swallow Bluff, destroyed the boat, and landed at 
Esquire Craven’s. 

29th. I proceeded up the stream this morning to Hamburg, pro- 
cured some lumber I was much in need of, and returned to Craven’s 
Landing. At Peters, I took on board a deserter from Bragg’s army 
and hold him a prisoner of war. At Savannah I received a verbal 
message from General Dodge, and shall cooperate accordingly. I 
have just learned that we killed and wounded 18 or 20 at Eagle 
Nest Island, where we were fired into on the 27th instant. 30th I 
left Craven’s Landing at 4.30 a. m. o’clock with my own vesssel and 
the Fanny Barker, the Key West following us at 8’o’clock a.m. I 
separated the boats somewhat, but kept them within supporting 
distance. This day and night was spent at intervals between Craven’s 
Landing and James Mathews’, to prevent crossing and cooperate 
with Federal cavalry, but they did not appear. James Hamilton, 
contraband, died this day and was buried on the west bank of the 
river below Double Islands. July 1st I proceeded down the river 
to Perryville, and stopped during the night; find there has been little 
crossing down below Nichols, which is 12 miles above Perryville. 

2d, p.m. I have just arrived at Fort Heiman from above; was 
compelled to come down for coal; shall have it on board, and proceed 
up the river as soon as the Robb returns, unless otherwise ordered. 
The telegraph is not working from here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. S. Hurp, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrnr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from Major-General Prentiss, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. General Bragg, re- 
questing convoy for steamer D. G. Taylor. 


Heapquarters District East ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., June 22, 1863. 


Sir: Information has reached me this afternoon from the country 
that the rebels are about establishing a battery at Walnut Bend, 
about 45 miles above here. Rumor has it that the battery is to con- 
sist of six rifled pieces. If not there to-night, it will be to-morrow. 
I do not know to what extent this information is reliable, but my 
informant came in from the country expressly to bring me the 
intelligence. 

Under the circumstances, I deem it advisable for you to convoy 
the D. G. Taylor up beyond that point. 

I am, captain, very truly, yours, 
B. M. Prentiss, 
Major-General. 


Captain BisHop, 
Commanding Gunboat Bragg. 


Cooperative expedition to Greenville, Miss., June 25-30, 1863. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, requesting the services of the Marine Brigade. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, June 24, 1863. 
Apmirat: I have just received information that the rebel, H. M. 
Bledsoe, has gone from Yazoo City to a point on the Mississippi 
shore about 6 miles from Greenville. He has with him about 15 
cavalry and a battery of light artillery. My cavalry and spare 
troops are now out with Sherman, looking for Johnston, so that I 
can not well attend to him. Can you send the Marine Brigade up to 
clean Bledsoe out? And they might land at Greenville and dash 
in behind them, so as to secure the artillery, if nothing more. 
Please answer by bearer, so that I may fit out an expedition for 
Greenville in case the Marine Brigade can not go. 
Respectfully, yours, U.S. Granr. 


Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram, ] 


JUNE 25, 1863. 

I have been able to raise 100 cavalry out of the brigade, which will 
join your troops as they come out of the Yazoo. Part of the cavalry 
returned on the other side of Richmond. They report the enemy 
had returned to Monroe after the attack of Generals Mower and 
Ellet. Nothing seen of them on the road to Delhi. 

Porter, 
Admiral. 


General GRANT. 
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Order of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Colonel Nasmith, U. § 
Army. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE ‘TENNESSEE, 
Near Vicksburg, June 26, 1863. 

Sir: As soon as the troops brought by you from Snyder’s Bluff 
and the battery of artillery sent from here are embarked you wii! 
proceed to the mouth of the Yazoo River, where you will find two 
gunboats lying under command of Captain Selfridge, and as soon 
as he can get off you will proceed to Greenville, Miss. 

It is reported that the enemy have moved a battery and about 250 
men from Yazoo City to a point some 6 miles above Greenville. The 
object of the expedition you command is to capture this battery and 
troops if possible. 

Respectfully, yours, U. S. Grant. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Samurr J. Nasir, 
Commanding Officer, Expedition against Greenville, Miss. 


Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Nasmith, U. 8. Army, commanding expedition. 


HeapquarTers 25TH Wisconsin VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Snyder's Bluff’, Miss., July 1, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with orders dated Headquarters Department 
of Tennessee, June 25, 1863, addressed to “ commanding officer of 
. expedition against Greenville,” I have the honor to report the 
following: 

I started from Snyder’s Bluff in the afternoon of June 25, 1863, 
with the following troops, to wit: Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Infantry, 
600 strong, four pieces Fourth Ohio Battery, and three companies 
Fifth Tlmois Cavalry, 200 strong, under Major Farnan, and pro- 
ceeded to Young’s Point. Here I was joined by three gunboats and 
the John Raine, of the Marine Fleet, having on board 50 infantry 
and 100 cavalry. The boats were detained till noon of the 26th to 
coal, when I proceeded up the river. Arriving at the foot of Island 
No. 82, the cavalry disembarked and proceeded by land to Green- 
ville. Here I disembarked and proceeded with the cavalry to the 
foot of Island No. 84, distant 21 miles by land. Searching the coun- 
try to find signs of the enemy, I arrived at Carter’s plantation June 
27, evening. The Peg asa with the infantry and artillery, came 
around by water. Not being able to find or hear of any enemy on 
this side the river, I am satisfied, from information received from re- 
liable sources, that there has been no enemy near Greenville, on the 
Mississippi shore, for nearly four weeks; previously to that time 
there was a small force encamped on Deer Creek, distant 10 miles 
from Greenville. 

* * * * * bs * 

I embarked with the cavalry June 28 and proceeded across the 
river to Spanish Moss Bend, on the Arkansas shore. Arriving there, 
all the troops were ordered to disembark and did so, with the excep- 
tion of those on board steamer John Raine. Major Hubbard, com- 
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manding the troops on the boat, did not obey the order. I proceeded 
at 1 p. m., 28th, for Gaines Landing with the infantry, artillery, and 
200 cavalry. I had heard firing the night before at Gaines Landing 
and supposed there was a force on the bend between there and where 
we had landed. The distance between the point where we had landed 
and Gaines Landing is 10 miles. My object was to capture the force 
between us and Gaines Landing on the bend. We had proceeded but 
8 miles when we encountered their pickets. We followed them, 
skirmishing, to Gaines Landing, where they changed their course, 
proceeding back from the river. It then being dark, and learning 
from various sources that their force was largely superior to mine, 
having no guide and being unable to obtain one, and there being sev- 
eral roads cut through the woods from the river in our rear, my 
force not being large enough to guard the roads and attack the 
enemy in front, I thought it prudent to retire to our transports. 

% * * * * * * 


On the morning of the 30th I proceeded down the river. Hearing, 
in the afternoon, that they were fighting at Lake Providence and 
needed help, I reported myself to the general commanding, who 
wished me to lie overnight, fearing another attack in the morning. 
In the morning the cavalry marched through to Goodrich’s Landing, 
seeing no enemy, but noticing the effects of what had been done the 
day before, the enemy having gone. 

* * * * * * * 


The cavalry embarked at Goodrich’s Landing and the expedition, 
except the marine boat, came to Chickasaw Landing. The battery was 
debarked there and was ordered to join its command. The two 
boats with cavalry and infantry came to Snyder’s Bluff and to 
camp. OY 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
SaMvueEL J. NasMIrTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Expedition. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Joun A. Raw trys, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Extract from log of U. S. S. Kenwood. 


June 27, 1863.—At 8:35 p.m. 5 transports convoyed by the Prairie 
Bird came in sight, bound down; weighed anchor at 8:40 to convoy. 
them. At 8:45 p. m., while going alongside of the Silver Moon, the 
Crescent City, which was a short distance in advance, was fired into 
by a rebel battery posted on the Arkansas bank below Gaines Land- 
ing, killing one man and danegrously wounding another. The Prairie 
Bird passed down ahead of us and commenced shelling them; we 
followed her into action, expending 11 82-pounder shell and 22 24-Ib. 
shell, shrapnel, and canister. The rebels fired but a few rounds. 

June 28—At 1 a. m. made fast alongside the Crescent City . 
and convoyed the fleet of transports down. At 3:40 a. m. passed the 
Argosy, lying at anchor at Egg Point. Cast. off fram the Crescent 
City and turned head upstream. At 3:50 a. m. passed the Argosy 
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and advised her to convoy the transport fleet. At 6:45 a. m. landed 
at Greenville. At 7:05 a. m. left Greenville, bound up; 7:50 went 
alongside and made fast to the White Cloud. At 9:50 a. m. passed 
Columbia. At 10:05 a. m. passed steamers John H. Dickey, Ben. 
Franklin, and latan; U. S. S. Manitow and Romeo alongside the 
bank above Luna Landing. At 10:35 a. m. met the Marine Brigade 
steamer John Raine. At 12 m. cast off from the White Cloud and 
ran alongside the Prairie Bird off Gaines Towhead. At 6:50 
weighed anchor and ran up the river. At 7:10 p. m. landed just 
below Gaines Landing and conferred with a body of Federal cavalry. 


General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, for con- 


voy duty. 
GENERAL rae U. S. Mississrepr SQuapRon, 
No. 67. Flagship Black Hawk, June 25, 1863. 


When gunboats are detailed to convoy vessels the commanders 
will arrange signals as follows: Close order, three (8) whistles; enemy 
in sight, a continued whistle and fire a gun; four (4) whistles, gunboat 
wants to communicate; five (5) whistles, convoy must stop for gunboat 
to reconnoiter. The gunboat, when there is only one, will keep close 
astern of the last steamer and engage any guerillas while the boats 
are passing out of gunshot. No transport will be allowed to land 
or keep out of line without there is actual necessity or notifying 
the gunboat, and the vessels will not be allowed to scatter them- 
selves farther than 200 yards apart. When the gunboats are ap- 
proaching a gunboat station, they will turn over the transports to 
the vessels of war there, unless they are specially detailed for con- 
voy all the way through. When they deliver the convov past all 
danger, they will report to the senior officer present, who will order 
them to return to their station, etc. The divisional commander will 
issue any order he may deem necessary, not conflicting with mine. 
Gunboats will at all times keep a strict lookout, and when in danger- 
ous neighborhoods, keep sharpshooters on deck and a gun loaded with 
shrapnel. In running at night cabin lights of gunboats and trans- 
ports must be kept covered up and every precaution taken against 
being hit. 

Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


4 


Report of Brigadier-General Kllet, commanding Marine Brigade, 
regarding quiet conditions at Richmond, La. 


Heapquarrers Mississrprt Martner Bricane, 
Flagship Autocrat, Above Vicksburg, June 25, 1863. 
Apmirat: I have the honor to inform you that my cavalry returned 
this morning. ; ; : 
They did not succeed in forming a junction at Richmond, as was 
intended. The roads were found to be so bad by the way of War- 
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renton that the detachment going that way found it advisable to 
return without reaching Richmond, having heard nothing of the 
enemy. 

Mato Hubbard, who went to Richmond by way of the Young’s 
Point road with the other detachment, reached Richmond and passed 
beyond on the Delhi road. He reports no enemy anywhere to be 
heard from. The negroes informed him that no Confederate sol- 
diers had been seen since the day of the fight at Richmond, when 
they made their hasty retreat through and beyond Delhi, pushing 
on to a place called Monroe. 

Major Hubbard reports all the bridges destroyed all the way to 
Delhi, negroes being his informants beyond the point he reached. He 
thinks it impossible for any army to come in on that road without a 
great deal of work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


AurFreD W. ELLet, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. General Bragg, to pro- 
ceed to Memphis for repairs to that vessel. 


U.S. Misstsstprr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 25, 1863. 
Str: If there is no necessity for your remaining longer at Helena, 
you will proceed without delay to Memphis, have your repairs done 
immediately, and return again to Helena, from which place you will 
report to me. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding JosHua BisHop, 
Commanding U. S. 8S. General Bragg. 


General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8S. Navy, transmitting 
copy of orders to commanding officer of the U. 8S. S. Silver Cloud 
regarding convoy duty. 


Orrice Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 25, 1863. 

Sir: The Judge Torrence returned from St. Louis this morning 
with a load of ordnance stores for the fleet, and will leave here to- 
morrow and proceed to report to you. 

She will be accompanied by the Zke Hammitt and Wilson, carrying 
together between 900 and 1,000 13-inch mortar shells and towing 
barges with coal. The Silver Cloud convoys these vessels, and I have 
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given her commanding officer orders in accordance with your in- 
structions. Enclosed I send you a copy of the orders. 

Ordnance stores are arriving daily, and I will use all dispatch in 
forwarding you a supply. The New National is coaling and her 
boilers are undergoing some slight repairs. When these are com- 
pleted she will be loaded with ordnance stores and dispatched. 

Wagons and harness could not be obtained here. General [ Robert] 
Allen, chief quartermaster at St. Louis, will furnish them, and I have 
requested him to forward them direct to you, and have them marked 
U.S. Navy. 

Paymaster Boggs will leave for St. Louis in the morning to attend 
to this business. ’ 

I enclose copies of my telegrams to General Allen and his answer. 

I find great difficulty in obtaining pilots, and have been obliged to 
send off gunboats with but one each. I telegraphed to the secretaries 
of the pilot association at Cincinnati and St. Louis that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States requires the services of pilots for the 
gunboats, and that I applied to them for several. The secretary at 
Cincinnati replied that there were but few there, and they were 
engaged in Government transports and private boats. He said they 
will not volunteer for the gunboats, and that if I want them I shall 
have to press them into service. The secretary, Mr. Stewart, 
promptly volunteered his services, and will leave for Cairo as soon as 
he can arrange his business. 

The secretary of the association at St. Louis said they would hold 
a meeting and he would furnish me the names of such as volun- 
teer; and that if I wanted more and would send him the order, he 
would procure them. I shall give him the order. 

We have no hand grenades here, but I telegraphed for a supply 
immediately on the receipt of your order of the 19th instant. 

I inclose you copies of two telegrams received from the Bureau 
of Ordnance, and a copy of my answer to the first. 

All the 13-inch shell that have arrived have been shipped to you. 
We expect others every day and will continue to forward them as 
rapidly as possible. I of course have no means of complying with the 
order of the bureau. 

The Lastport will leave to-morrow or the next day. Any orders 
that you may have for Lieutenant-Commander Phelps will prob- 
ably meet him on his way down the river. She leaves with a very 
short crew. The Conestoga will be ready next week, and I will 
dispatch her as soon as a crew can be found for her. 

Fleet Surgeon Pinkney has gone to St. Louis to supply the vessels 
fitting out there with medical stores, and will go to Cincinnati for 
the same purpose. 

The guerrillas are at work on the Ohio, and the Cumberland River 
fleet are distributed on the Ohio River in the manner sanctioned by 

ou. 
i Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Orrice Misstssteppr SQuADRON, 
Cairo, [ll., June 25, 1863. 

Sm: As sooncas the Judge Torrence, Wilson, and [ke Hammitt are 
ready, you will convoy them down the river until you meet the Cov- 
ington, which vessel will continue the convoy to White River. You 
will show these orders to the commanding officer of that vessel. 
Should you meet one of the gunboats previous to falling in with the 
Covington, you will turn over the vessels you are convoying to her 
charge, provided she has been placed on the river for convoy and it 
will not conflict with other orders which her commanding officer 
may have. 

It is important that the Torrence and the two other steamers should 
he pushed forward to Admiral Porter near Vicksburg with all pos- 
sible dispatch. 

Having performed the duty assigned you, you will cruise between 
Memphis, Tenn., and Fort Pillow. Guerrillas infest the banks of 
the river, with the intention of annoying and capturing steamers on 
the way up and down. It is reported that they have with them 
fieldpieces. Keep'a sharp lookout upon Island No. 40. The navi- 
gation of the river must be preserved at all hazards and vigilance 
and prompt action are required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 


A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Master A. F. THompson, U. 8S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. Gunboat Silver Cloud. 


These orders are in compliance with instructions received from 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding Mississippi 
Squadron. 

A. M. Pennock. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
operations in the Tennessee River, referring to engagements at 
Saltillo, Beech Island, and Cerro Gordo. 


Orricr Misstssrper SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., June 25, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the vessels in the Tennessee 
have been active during the past two weeks and yet have been unable 
to prevent the enemy crossing the river. The removal of the land 
forces from points north of the line of Corinth has opened that sec- 
tion of country to the operations of predatory bands. 

The gunboats have destroyed skiffs, canoes, and rafts, with ma- 
terial that might serve to construct them without end, but the rebels 
build as fast as we destroy. Rafts made of drift serve every purpose 
of crossing. The rebels, almost without hindrance, are plundering 
Tennessee lying west of the river and are enforcing their conscript 
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act. Refugees in large numbers reach the river and are brought away 
by the gunboats upon flats used for coal, etc. These unite in the 
report that General Biffle is erecting stockades at Waynesborough. 
Some state that General Brage’s left wing is retiring to that place. 
It is probable that Biffle is only establishing himself for the purpose 
of securing the grain and cattle being collected by his forces. 

On the 14th instant Acting Lieutenant Commanding Hurd dis- 

ersed a force of rebels at Saltillo and again another force of 200 at 

eech [Creek] Island on the 17th instant. At Cerro Gordo General 
Dodge has kept a kind of home guard to protect the crossing at that 
point. On the opposite side rebels 200 and 300 strong have been for 
some time in the habit of firing across at our people, disappearing 
on the approach of the gunboats, to come out again soon after they 
passed. Captain Hurd had two of the Robd’s howitzers landed and 
concealed, expecting to catch the rebels on the other side as soon as 
the gunboats were out of sight. Three hundred of the enemy had 
crossed the river for the purpose of capturing the home guard and 
found our howitzers in position. A mutual surprise ensued, both 
parties meeting with an unexpected party. Our pieces had an open 
field to work in and were effective, the rebels being repulsed. The 
gunboats arrived very soon and opened upon the enemy. The men 
at the howitzers belonged to the Robb; 1 was killed and 2 wounded. 1 
severely. Owing to the number of the enemy driven to the woods 
Captain Hurd hid not think it prudent to send men to examine the 
field, but he states that he has been reliably informed that the enemy 
lost from 25 to 30 killed and wounded. 

The rebels crossing the Tennessee are reported to be ordered to 
rendezvous at Bolivar. 

The Queen City and Silver Cloud are here and will relieve the 
Tawah, in accordance with the arrangement already detailed to you. 
One of these vessels will give special attention to the neighborhood 
of Island [No.] 40. 

I expect to leave to-morrow with the Hastport to arrange with 
more care after observation the stations of vessels between here and 
Helena. In the absence of other orders, I retain command of her 
upon the station assigned me. Do you wish me to take her down to 
you or to send her down or to retain her on my station? The serv- 
ices of such a vessel might be important on the river at this junc- 
ture. I purchased the Peosta for $22,000. She will make a fine gun- 
boat for this upper-river service, and can be ready in about five 
weeks. If the Lastport goes below, I must get the Peosta fitted up 
for my use while up here. 

The Robb makes the chain of boats complete now between Helena 
and the head of navigation on the Tennessee. 

I enclose a report which does no credit to Mr. Kendall, acting 
naval constructor, or to the contractor. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Pues, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Dav D. Porrrr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, restrict- 
ing the vessels to naval duty except on requisition from military 
authorities through the proper channels. 


GENERAL OrpER, U.S. Mississtpp1 SquaDRON, 
No. 66. Flagship Black Hawk, June 25, 1863. 

When an officer is ordered upon any duty by me, he is to attend 
strictly to that duty and not deviate from his course, unless for some 
immediate cause, which can not detain him long, and which will not in- 
terfere materially with his orders. When military officers make request 
for the convoy of public stores, or transports, it is to be granted accord- 
ing to the rules established for convoy, viz, that no vessel shall leave 
her beat, and shall deliver the convoy at the nearest station to a gun- 
boat there. Under no circumstances must any gunboat leave her 
beat unless ordered by myself or the commander of the division. 
Commanders of stations will, on proper representations being made 
by a military commandant, when satisfied of the necessity, furnish 
convoy to public transports and stores, but no commander is to pay 
any attention to any orders he may receive from a military officer 
conflicting with an order of mine. Proper officers will be selected 
to command divisions, who will be well posted with regard to my 
wishes and the manner of defending the rivers within the limits of 
my command. No military officer has any authority to give any 
orders to a naval vessel, and must make requisitions through the 
proper channel, otherwise much confusion will occur. 


Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Heapquarters District oF KENTUCKY, 
‘ Louisville, June 26, 1863. 
Sir: I arrived here this morning. All quiet below. There is not 


water on Portland Bar to cross with safety. I lay at anchor off New 
Albany. 


JosEPH Watson, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frircn, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


[Telegram. ] 


Sr. Louis, Mo., June 26, 1863. 
Can you furnish a gunboat about the first of next week to operate 
with troops between New Madrid and Memphis? 
ScHOFIELD, 
Major-General. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, U.S. Navy. 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS, 20% 
{ Telegram. ] 


Cairo, Iux., June 26, 1863. 

Gunboats will be ready to cooperate with troops between New 
Madrid and Memphis. Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, whose divi- 
sional command embraces those two points on the river, will com- 
mand in person. He is now here, and it is important that he should 
leave to-morrow, if not incompatible with the public service. I would 
like to know the nature of the service and the day it will prob- 
ably start, so that he may be fully posted before his disposition 
[departure ?]. 

: A. M. Pennock, 

Captain and Fleet Commandant of Station. 


Major-General ScHOoFIELD. 


[Telegram.] 


JEFFERSON Barracks, June 27, 1863. 


The troops will probably not go down until about the 4th or 5th of 
July. I will write you on the subject. 
J. M. ScHorrexp, 
Major-General. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, U.S. Navy. 


Letter from Major-General Schofteld, U. S. Army, to Fleet Captain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding proposed operations between New 
Madrid, Mo., and Memphis, Tenn. 


Confidential. | 
Jerrerson City, Mo., June 27, 1863. 


Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your tele- 
gram of the 26th instant respecting the cooperation of the gunboat 
fleet with the troops under my command. 

I sent you a short telegram and promised to write in reply. . 

I can answer your commuincation more nearly by giving you the 
substance of the instructions under which Brigadier-General David- 
son, commanding the troops in southeastern Missouri, is ordered 
to act, viz: To move from Arcadia or Pilot Knob, his present posi- 
tion down Crowley Ridge, as soon as practicable, threatening Price, 
who is supposed to be at or near Jackson port, with his main force, 
and attacking Marmaduke’s cavalry, stationed along Crowley Ridge, 
the intention being to compel Price to concentrate his forces and keep 
them in Davidson’s front, thereby preventing the interruption of 
navigation on the Mississippi, as well as an invasion into Missouri. 

As soon as General Davidson’s success will warrant, it is desired to 
change his base to some point on the river, probably Osceola, to which 
place I desire to move some infantry, and shall then require the as- 
sistance of a gunboat, which should probably be at New Madrid. Of 
this, however, I shall inform you in time. . 
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Should information be received showing that Price had effected 
a lodgment along the river, it will be necessary to send infantry down 
by river to act in conjunction with the gunboats in driving him away, 
which will also be communicated as soon as ascertained and deter- 
mined upon. 

Thanking you, captain, for the cordiality and promptness of your 
action 

T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. ScHorie.p, 
Major-General. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Commandant, Cairo, Ill. 


General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, com- 
mending the officers and soldiers employed in the squadron under 
his command. 


GENERAL ORDER, U.S. Misstsstpr1 SQuADRON, 
No. 68. Flagship Black Hawk, June 27, 1563. 

The officers and soldiers of the Department of the Tennessee be- 
longing to Companies A and B, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer In- 
fantry, Lieutenant Charles Kette, commanding, on J/ound City; Com- 
pany C, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Captain E. J. 
Brauneis, commanding, on Signal; Company D, Fifty-eighth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant Louis Keller, commanding, on Caron- 
delet; Company EK, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieuten- 
ant R. Specht, commanding, on Baron De Kalb; Companies F and G, 
Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant Jacob Haring, 
commanding, on Benton; Company H, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, Lieutenant William H. Huls, commanding, on Pittsburg; 
Company I, Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant Ste- 
phen Defenbaugh, commanding, on Linden; Company K, Fifty-eighth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Captain William [S.] Friesner, command- 
ing, on Louisville; Company D, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Captain 
EK. P. H. Stone, commanding, on Tyler; Company K, Twentieth 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant T. V. Smith, commanding, on 
Petrel; Company A, One hundred and first Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry; Lieutenant Charles Hunt, commanding, on General Bragg, 
and Companies G and H, One hundred and first Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry, Lieutenant W.T. Luttrell, commanding, on Lafayette, have 
been employed in this squadron since the month of March, doing duty 
as marines on board of vessels to which they had been attached. They 
have participated with us in the attack on Fort Pemberton, the 
Yazoo Pass expedition, the reconnoissance of Deer Creek, attack on 
Haynes’ Bluff, the passage of Vicksburg, the battle of Grand Guif, 
the capture of Alexandria and forts on the Red River, the attack on 
the batteries at Vicksburg, on the 22d of May, in the attack on Vicks- 
burg again, on the 20th of June, and various other affairs. in all of 
which they have done themselves great credit. 

It affords me gratification to bear testimony to their good conduct, 
bravery in action, and attention to their duties.. I shall take pleasure 
in mentioning personally those brave officers of the Army who fell in 
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battle, or were wounded at their post fighting for their country, and 
deem myself fortunate in having had detailed for the squadron so 
brave and efficient a party of men who will always possess my entire 
confidence. I take pleasure in paying this just tribute to them, and 
hope they will continue to merit approval, as they have hitherto done. 
Part of those officers and soldiers were necessarily employed on ves- 
sels which could not enter into an engagement, but they always ex- 
pressed a desire to serve in battle, and deserve as much credit as their 
more fortunate companions in arms, who were able to fight for their 
country. 
Daviw D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Miss. Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, referring to 
an attack upon Confederates at Austin, Miss. 


U. S. Gunsoat Tyter, ; 
Island [No.] 40, June 27, 1863. 

Sir: Agreeable to your order I have to report that I arrived at this 
place in company with the Hastings last evening. I find all quiet 
here and can see no signs of the guerrillas. At Memphis, I saw Gen- 
eral Hurlbut and he told me he was under the impression that the 
guerrillas might come on the river again at Island [No.] 35. I have 
sent the Hastings to keep a lookout, and, if possible, gain some in- 
formation of their whereabouts. The rebels are very quiet at present 
in the vicinity of Islands [No.] 65 and [No.] 68. The Covington is 
cruising between Austin and Council Bend. She shelled about six- 
teen guerrillas out of Austin a few days ago. Not knowing whether 
you are aware of it or not, I have to inform you that there is a mortar 
boat lying at Helena, in charge of three men whose terms of enlist- 
ment have expired. I was informed by General Prentiss that Price 
with his army had been ordered to join Kirby Smith at Alexan- 
dria, La. General Hurlbut informed me that he was at Jacksonport, 
Ark., and that he had built about sixty barges or flats, but for what 
purpose he did not know. I would have sent my communications 
much more frequently, but I was afraid that the captains of trans- 
ports might neglect to deliver them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General order from the Navy Department, announcing the death of 
Rear-Admiral Andrew [Tull Foote, U.S. Navy. 
Navy Department, June 27, 1863. 
A gallant and distinguished naval officer is lost to the country. 
The hero of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, the daring and indomit- 
able spirit that created and led to successive victories the Missis- 
sippi Flotilla, the heroic Christian sailor, who in the China Seas and 
on the coast of Africa, as well as the great interior rivers of our 
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country, sustained with unfaltering fidelity and devotion the honor of 
our flag and the causes of the Union—Rear-Admiral Andrew Hull 
Foote—is no more. , 

On his way to take command of the South Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron, a position to which he had been recently assigned and the 
duties of which were commanding the earnest energies and vigorous 
resources of a mind of no ordinary character, he was suddenly pros- 
trated by disease, and, after a brief illness. breathed his last at the 
Astor House at New York on the evening of the 26th instant. 

Among the noble and honored dead whose names have added luster 
to our naval renown and must ever adorn our national annals, but 
few will stand more preeminent than that of the gallant and self- 
sacrificing Christian sailor and gentleman whose loss we now deplore. 
Appreciating his virtues and his services, a grateful country had ren- 
dered him while living its willing honors, and will mourn his death. 

As a mark of respect, it is hereby ordered that the flags at the 
several navy yards, naval stations, and on flagships of squadrons 
be hoisted at half-mast, and that 13 minute guns be fired at meridian 
on the day after the receipt of this order. 

GmwEoN WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain 
Walke, U. S. Navy, to remain at Red River till the arrival of the 
Ram Switzerland. 

U. S. Mississtpp1 SQuaDRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, June 29, 1863. 

Dear Waukee: I am very sorry to hear of your mishap. You can 
come up here whenever you hke. 

We will have Vicksburg onthe 5th of July certain, the rebels being 
determined to hold out till then. 

You will be able to let your fires go out here at all events and get 
at your leak, etc. I have tried hard to get coal down to you without 
success. The Switzerland will leave here with a barge as soon as I 
can get one filled. In the meantime I send you some provisions. If 
you do not want them all, divide with the Pittsburg. She will have 
to look out for the mouth of the Red River if it is absolutely neces- 
sary for you to leave her, but hold on if you can for a few days till 
the Switzerland arrives. 

Yours, truly, 
Davio D. Porter. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. 8S. Navy. 
commanding U. S. 8S. Judge Torrence, regarding engagement near 
Goodrich’s Landing, La. 


U.S. S. Juper Torrence, June 29, 1863. 
Sr: I have the honor of reporting to you that in passing down the 
river above Goodrich’s Landing, with gunboat Cricket alongside, was 
fired into with musketry from the shore. 
Returned the fire with three shots from the Torrence’s gun and 
three from the Cricket; rounded to and went back; could see no 
enemy. The Raine, one of the Mississippi Brigade, was lying at the 
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landing. The gunboat Petrel was at anchor in the river, just oppo- 
site, off Goodrich’s Landing. No casualties on our side. 
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. F. Ricwarpson, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Rennell, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Little Rebel, regarding injuries sustained in engagement at Cypress 
Bend, Ark. : 

U.S. 8S. Lrrrie Reset, 
Mouth of Yazoo River, June 30, 1863. 


Sir: I find it necessary to report the forward battery on this ves- 
sel in a disabled condition, having had the fighting chocks carried 
away on her passage down from Cairo, IIl., engaging a rebel battery in 
Cypress Bend. I would also report the magazine ina leaky condition. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


N. T. REnneELL, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porrer, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, regarding a 
rumor of a Confederate force between Cypress Bend and Gaines 
Landing, Ark. 

U.S. Gunzoat Ty er, 
Island |No.| 40, June 30, 1863. 

_ Str: I have to inform you that I have received information from a 

Russian, who was drill master in the Department of Arkansas, that 

there is a force of 700 infantry, with 8 pieces of artillery, stationed 

between Cypress Bend and Gaines Landing. Their orders are to 
keep moving up and down the river between those points. There is 
stil] a force hovering around this place; they have three small pieces 
of artillery and about 1,000 infantry. They are commanded by 

Colonel Leonidas C. Campbell, of the Second Missouri. General 

Bradley, a planter living here, informed me that he was told by them 

that they were to seize a transport for the purpose of crossing the 

river. The Silver Cloud is cruising from Fort Pillow down to this 
place. The commanding officer of the Kenwood writes me that it is 
impossible to obtain any mules and wagons in that vicinity, as they 
are all some 7 or 8 miles back from the river. There is an empty 
coal barge at White River, which I do not think is worth sending to 

Cairo, as it is so very old and rotten, and one end badly stove up. 

Shall I send it up? I shall have to go to Memphis for a few hours 

to have some rivets put in the boilers, as the engineer says there is 

great danger of one of the bottom sheets blowing out. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, calling 
attention to the disregard of signals by the U. S. S. Covington. 


U.S. S. Manrrou, 
White River, June 30, 1863. 


Srr: This afternoon the gunboat Covington, having convoyed a 
steamer down within 2 miles of my position, turned back and pro- 
ceeded up the river, in spite of my signal flying that “I wished to 
communicate,” and of six guns, that I fired at her until she passed 
from view. 

I request this flagrant neglect may be taken notice of. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Portsr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, referring to 
ineffectual military operations at Gaines Landing. 


U.S. S. Manrrou, 
White River, June 30, 1863. 


Sir: No firing has occurred since I arrived on this station. The 
military went ashore at Gaines Landing; they were gone about six 
hours, and returned after driving in a few pickets, without accom- 
plishing anything. 

The great trouble is, that steamers arrive with no regularity from 
Memphis, and they are obliged to be delayed here, or each one will 
have to have a gunboat. 

I shall write to General Hurlbut, with your approval, that but two 
convoys will leave White River per week, unless something urgent 
requires immediate dispatch. It is difficult to tell where we shall 
look for the rebel batteries. I think, however, they are working down 
the river, and we shall have them lower down than they have troubled 
us before. 

I shall endeavor to arrange so that all large convoys shall have two 
gunboats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SeLrrince, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Operations of the Marine Brigade at Goodrich’s Landing, La., June 

30, 1868. 
Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy. 

No. 79.] U. S. Mississter1 Squapron, 

Flagship Black Hawk, July 2, 1863. 
Sir: On the 29th of June I received a communication from General 

Dennis, commanding the post at Young’s Point, informing me that 

our black troops at Goodrich’s Landing had been attacked and the 

rebels were getting the upper hand of them. 
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I had already dispatched a gunboat to that point, but sent off 
another without delay. I also directed General Ellet to proceed 
with the Marine Brigade to the scene of action and remain there until 
everything was quiet. 

The headmost vessel of the brigade (John Raine) arrived there as 
the rebels were setting fire to the so-called Government plantations, 
and supposing her to be an ordinary transport they opened fire on 
her with fieldpieces, but were much surprised to have the fire re- 
turned with shrapnel, which fell in among them, killing and wound- 
ing a number. The result was a retreat on the part of the rebels and 
the escape of a number of negroes whom they had imprisoned. 

The gunboat Romeo also came from up the river about this time, 
and hearing the firing hurried to the scene of action. The com- 
mander soon discovered the rebels setting fire to the plantations and 
commenced shelling them. This he kept up for a distance of 15 miles, 
chasing them along the river bank, the rebels setting fire to every- 
thing as they went along. The result was an almost total destruction 
of houses and property along the river front in that vicinity. 

The rebels carried off about 1,200 negroes who were employed 
working on the so-called Government plantations. 

I am much surprised that this has never been attempted before, for 
the temptation to plunder is very great, and there is nothing but the 
black regiments to protect the coast. I have no great confidence in 
their ability to do so, unless protected by white soldiers and gunboats. 

If it is intended to have the navigation of the Mississippi free and 
unobstructed, I would recommend that this leasing of property on 
the river be stopped. It leads to a great deal of injustice in the first 
place, offers strong temptations to the rebels to infest the river, and 
is a great expense to the Government, for which it will get no return. 

If this plantation system continues, this river will never be safe for 
transports without double the number of gunboats we now have, and 
it will require a large army to protect the negroes. 

General Ellet landed his forces, and in company with a black 
brigade proceeded to chase the rebels, who were making a hasty 
retreat when they found there was a force after them. It was no 
part of their system to fight; they only came to plunder and carry off 
the negroes. General Ellet found the road strewn with broken carts 
and furniture, which the rebels left in their haste to get away from 
our forces. He pursued them as far as Tensas River, where they had 
crossed, burned the bridges, and entrenched themselves for a battle. 
This was soon offered them, and our artillery opened on them and 
soon put them to flight, notwithstanding it was reported that they 
had twenty fieldpieces. 

General Ellet not knowing the country very well, and having only 
a small force with him, deemed it proper not to pursue the rebels 
much farther. He sent 200 infantry across the bayou and found that 
the rebels were retreating to Delhi, leaving all their plunder, splen- 
did furniture, pianos, pictures, etc., strewn along the road. 

The unexpected reinforcement of the brigade and the gunboats 
saved the whole of the black troops. It is only a temporary peace 
though, for as long as the blacks remain in such small numbers so 
long will they be an object of attack. The party who made this 
attack on the so-called Government plantations 1s the same that 
attacked Milliken’s Bend some short time since. They are a half- 
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starved, half-naked set, and are in hopes of capturing some of the 
transports with clothing and provisions. ‘They have not done so as 
yet, and I think the precautions I have taken will prevent their doing 
so at any time. 

I would respectfully recommend an increase in the personnel of the 
Marine Brigade. There is room enough in the vessels for two more 
regiments, one of infantry and one of cavalry. The organization is 
very small in numbers and the increase I ask for would add much to 
its efficiency. I would suggest an increase of cavalry and infantry 
both. The brigade has already shown its usefulness on the river in 
various ways. I find the commanding officer, General Ellet, very 
prompt and zealous to carry out all my orders, and he does not mind 
what duty he is performing as long as he can serve the cause. He 
also urges strongly an increase of the brigade, which increase I rec- 
ommend to be made without delay, for the services of the brigade 
will be wanted the moment the river is open. The sickly season is 
coming on and the small number of men now on hand will be so 
reduced that the brigade will not be in condition to meet the wants of 
the service. 

The siege of Vicksburg progresses as usual, the weather being so 
hot that little can be done between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. The mortars 
are kept going constantly night and day and the gunboats below the 
city cooperate with the army on shore (General Herron’s division) 
and generally succeed in silencing the batteries. 

I am also placing 9, 10, and 100 pounder guns on scows, and have 
stationed them at the point nearest Vicksburg. They obliged the 
rebels to withdraw some troublesome guns from the fort, which 
sunk the Cincinnati, and command every point in and about the 
city. We have to be sparing with our ammunition, as the army de- 
pend upon us entirely for supplies for the heavy siege guns. I have 
landed from the gunboats, for the use of the army in the rear of 
Vicksburg, five 8-inch guns, two 9-inch guns, two 42-pounder rifles, 
four 32-pounder smoothbore, besides the Cincinnati’s guns, which are 
being mounted on shore by Colonel Charles R. Woods, of General 
Sherman’s divisin. 

Whenever I could do so without impairing the efficiency of the 
vessels, I sent officers and crews with the guns. 

I have also supplied the carriages and ammunition wanted for the 
heavy guns captured from the enemy at Haynes’ Bluff, which place 
the enemy have strongly fortified inland. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report of 
Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade. 


No. 82. U.S. Missrssrppr Squapron, Firacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 8, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose Brigadier-General Ellet’s report 


of the operations of the Marine Brigade at Goodrich’s Landing, La., 
and vicinity on the 80th ultimo. 
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I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gmron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Enclosure. ] 


Heapquarters M. M. Bricape, Firacsnip Avrocrar, 
Above Vicksburg, July 3, 1863. 

ApmiraL: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your 
instructions, I proceeded without delay on the evening of the 29th 
June to Goodrichs Landing with my whole available command. I 
found the troops at that point all under arms and could plainly 
see the evidence of the enemy’s operations in the burning mansions, 
cotton gins, and negro quarters as far as the eye could reach. 

It was 2 o’clock on the morning of the 30th June when I reached 
the scene of operations. I at once ordered the entire force disem- 
barked—infantry, artillery, and cavalry—and at daylight started 
in search of the enemy, Colonel Woods, commanding the negro troops, 
acompanying me with his whole force. 

About 5 miles out we reached Colonel Woods’ outposts, where the 
night before two companies of negro troops, with their otlicers, had 
been surrounded and captured after a spirited resistance and con- 
siderable loss to the enemy. 

From this point I started the cavalry in advance to push the re- 
treating enemy and if possible hold them until the main body could 
be brought up forward. 

They overtook the enemy resting on the opposite side of the 
Tensas Bayou and immediately engaged him and held him in check 
till I arrived with the main body. 

The enemy had shown a large force of cavalry and several pieces 
of artillery. He endeavored to cross the bayou with one regiment of 
cavalry and turn my right flank, which movement was promptly 
met by our advance line of skirmishers, who repulsed the enemy 
handsomely. At the same time my artillery opened upon him with 
effect and he retreated precipitately, having piled all the bridge 
flooring together and burned it to prevent our crossing. 

T crossed three companies on the sleepers, who followed the lne 
of retreat for near 2 miles. They found the road strewn with aban- 
doned booty stolen from the houses they had burned; among other 
articles, a very fine piano. 

Three of the enemy’s dead were found on the field and some 30 
stand of small arms picked up. 

The enemy was undoubtedly, from information subsequently ob- 
tained, more than double our strength and were provided with 
artillery and cavalry, but they were evidently not inclined to make 
a standing fight, their main object being to secure the negroes stolen 
from the plantations along the river, some hundreds of whom they 
had captured. ; 

In passing by the negro quarters on three of the burning planta- 
tions we were shocked by the sight of the charred remains of human. 
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beings who had been burned in the general conflagration. No doubt 
they were the sick negroes whom the unscrupulous enemy were too in- 
different to remove. Apwitiessed five such spectacles myself in passing 
the remains of three plantations that lay in our line of march and do 
not doubt there were many others on the 20 or more other plantations 
that I did not visit which were burned in like manner. 

Our loss in the engagement was Captain Wright, Company D, 
cavalry, mortally wounded (since dead), and 2 negroes of Colonel 
Woods’, slightly wounded. 

The day was intensely hot. I returned to the boat by slow marches, 
having marched the entire command nearly 25 miles without food 
and almost without water. 

Of course the increase of sickness has been very great. Over 100 
cases had to be removed to the hospital the following day, and many 
more are still suffering from the effects of such severe labor. 

The steamer Raine, of my brigade, under command of Major Hub- 
bard arrived at Goodrich’s Landing a few hours in advance of us. 
As she passed a point 10 miles below Lake Providence the enemy 
drew up in line of battle and fired a couple of shots from their 
howitzers at her. 

The Raine immediately replied from her two 12-pound brass guns 
and the enemy fied in great haste. 

Major Hubbard immediately landed in pursuit. He found 3 dead 
rebels, killed by his shells, gathered up 26 stand of small arms, and 
rescued some hundreds of captured negroes. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. Ene, 
Commanding M. M. Brigade. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrtsr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


(Telegram. ] 


Hoagrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Manchester, June 30, 1863, 11 a.m. 
The enemy is driven back of the Duck River upon Tullahoma. 
Can’t you come up the Tennessee and head off any attempt they may 
make to cross at Florence or Decatur? Do so, if possible, 


W.S. Rosecrans, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Commanding Gunboats, Cairo. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Nawy, regarding general 
matters including request from General Rosecrans for gunboats in 
the Tennessee River. 


Orrics MississtpP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, [ll., July 1, 1863. 
Dear Porter: I have just received a telegram from General Rose- 
crans, saying that the enemy is driven back of the Duck River upon 
Tullahoma, and asking for gunboats to come up the Tennessee and 
head off any attempt they may make to cross at Florence or Decatur. 
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- The lines are down and I am trying to reach the gunboats in another 
way, and order them to cooperate with him. 

All the troops have been withdrawn from here with the exception 
of 200, and I do not know what those who have control of this matter 
are thinking of, in leaving so important a post as this and so much 
public property exposed to any raid that might be made upon it. 

We have a larger quantity of ordnance here now than ever before, 
and more is coming every day, and I shall be obliged to keep at least 
one gunboat here. 

General Buford can not spare any men to send down in our trans- 
ports. He would do so if he possibly could. They have even taken 
two of the guns from his fort, leaving him only two. I am mounting 
two 32-pounders on the wharf boat. 

I still find great difficulty in getting pilots, notwithstanding the 
high rate of pay that is offered them. I have written to General 
Burnside, informing him that gunboats are detained here for want of 
pilots, and asking him as a military necessity, to send me as many as 
are required from his department. 

I shall press into service all that I can lay hands on. The two 
who go down on the Conestoga declined to receive appointments, but 
promptly volunteered their services. I gave them an order to report 
on board that vessel for duty, and directed them to show you their 
orders, subject to your approval. 

We are at work on the Paw Paw and Peosta, and hope, in the 
course of ten days, to have the former completed. 

I have not a single available man on board the receiving ship. I 
will lose no time in sending men to you as soon as I get them. 

The ordnance shed at Mound City is nearly completed, and the 
ordnance stores will be moved there as soon as possible. This will 
make it necessary to move this wharf boat. Having your sanction, 
I will do so as soon as I can make the necessary arrangements. I 
shall keep you advised of everything that goes on, but if, in the multi- 
tude of business on hand, anything should slip my memory you must 
excuse it. I very seldom turn in before 2 a.m. I am doing all I 
can to push forward supplies to you and to carry on operations on 
the river in such a manner as I know you desire. I feel every day 
the necessity of having an ordnance officer permanently attached to 
this station and not allowed to leave here for any other duty. 

Hull has sent for Yard to come up and attend to the alterations on 
the Osage. 

I have directed Fitch to make a full report of the conduct of the 
commanding officer of the Vaumkeag since his departure from Cin- 
cinnati, and to relieve him at once if, in his opinion, he is unfit to 
command the Vawmkeag and order him to remain in Cincinnati until 
further orders from you. When last heard from the Nawmkeag was 
some distance above Cincinnati and not able to get down on account 
of low water. ; ; 

I send by the Conestoga 36 copies of Boat Code of Signals, sent 
by the Bureau of Navigation, and I am informed that the comman- 
dant of Philadelphia navy yard has been directed to send with all 
dispatch 20 sets of navy signals. 

Give my kind regards to Breese. 

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock. 


Admiral Porter. 
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Letter from the president of Missouri Wrecking Company to Com- 
modore Hull, U. 8. Navy, giving report of agent after examination 
of the wreck of the U. S. S. Indianola. 


Sr. Louis, July 1, 1863. 

Sm: Our agent, Captain Ed. R. Nelson, has returned from the 
squadron near Vicksburg, and reports that he saw Admiral Porter 
upon the subject of our correspondence of June 13—the raising of 
the gunboat J/ndianola. Admiral Porter stated to him that the 
Indianola was then lying out on the bar, calked and ready to be 
floated into the river as soon as the water rose, and that under the 
circumstances he should not require the assistance of our boat and 
machinery, but that as soon as Vicksburg fell he should want her 
to raise the Cincinnati. He added he should like him, however, to 
go down to the /ndianola and report her condition and what he 
thought of her, but had no means of sending him, as he subsequently 
learned, a tug which had come up from Admiral Farragut was 
then lying below the point, and, referring to the officer in charge, he 
(Admiral P.) found she had come up on some special service and 
could not be used for the purpose desired. Unable to do anything, 
Captain N. returned to St. Louis. He reports he can raise the Cin- 
cinnati and that there is a good deal of property below which can 
be recovered and which Admiral Porter wishes saved. He states 
from what he learned, and without doubting the sincerity of Admiral 
Porter’s views, that he is confident the 7ndianola can not be saved 
by waiting for the water to float her off; and if she should float off, 
unless proper assistance is at hand, she may go into deep water and 
by some contingency be ultimately lost. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Wo. C. Bucuanan, 
President Missouri Wrecking Company. 
Commodore J. B. Hutt, 
Superintending, St. Louis, Mo. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, transmitting 
list of vessels attached to the Mississippi Squadron, with their 
stations. 


No. 81.] U. S. Mississrppr Squapron, 
Friacsuip Brack Hawk, 
Vicksburg, July 1, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a semimonthly report of the 
distribution of the vessels in the Mississippi Squadron. - 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Commander. 


Acting Ensign John C. Morong...............--- 
Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner................-.--- 
Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. G. Perkins. .. 
Acting Pnsign H.C. Van Pelt. 200. SSA Ace 
Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster........- 
Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay 
Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R.Langthorne... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hurd 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Scott. 
Actine Mastercs. Phelpss.c 82-38 S22... 
BCURE SUSIE by. Any DOINeR ec ces oot teen tae n 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Brown... 
Acting Master G. J. Groves 
First Master S. Codman 
Commander S. E. Woodworth 
Lieutenant Joshua Bishop 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. F. Hamilton... 
Pilot R. E. Birch 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Shaw 
Acting Master John Swaney 
Captain H. Walke 
Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen.........---- 
Lieutenant Geo. M. Bache 


First Master T. O’Reilley 
Acting Ensign N. T. Rennell 
Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson... 
Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Robert Getty 
Lieutenant E. W. Bartlett 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. Hoel 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Pearce 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. E. Brennand.... 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Goud 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston 
Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress 
Acting Master W. R. Wells 
Acting Ensign Robert Wilkinson 


.| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy....----- 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. B. Gregory.....- 
Acting Master Geo. W. Foutty........-.--..----- 
Lieutenant-Colonel John ENvet... 
Acting Master Thomas Baldwin.. i 
Acting Mmsign JC. COVIC 520 wisn n.-.-)=,- siateelciefain 
Acting Master A. F. Thompson 


.-| Memphi 
.| Receiving ship at Cairo. 
.| Mississippi River. 


Where stationed. 


White River. 
Inspection boat, Cairo. 
Pears. 

° 


Yazoo River. 

Cumberland River 

Carrying stores to squadron. 

Repairing at Cairo. 

Vicksburg. 

At Carthage, below Vicks- 
burg. 


Arkansas River. 
Ss. 


Arkansas River. 


Mississippi River, below 
Memphis. 
Tennessee River, 
Milliken’s Bend. 
Cumberland River. 
Repairing. 
..| Fitting out. 
.| Red River. 
Repairing ~ 
oe 
Dispatch boat. 
Guarding mortar boats, 
Cairo 


Vicksburg. 
White River. 
Above Memphis. 
Arkansas River. 
Vicksburg. 
Grand Gulf. 
White River. 
Island No. 
River. 
Cairo. 
Yazoo River. 
Goodrich Landing. 


65, Mississippi 


.| Arkansas River. 


Greenville. 

Cairo. 

Ordnance barge, Cairo. 

Fitting out. 

Island No. 
River. 

Dispatch Boat. 

Fitting out. 

Fitting out at St. Louis. 

Cairo. 

Red River. 

Vicksburg. 

White River. 

Hitting out. 


0. 
Above Memphis. 
Goodsel Landing. 


0. 
Vicksburg. 
Cumberland River. 
Fitting out. 
Milliken’s Bend. 
Cumberland River. 
Tennessee River. 
Vicksburg. 

Do 


10, Mississippi 


"| Cumberland River. 


Tennessee River. 
Vicksburg. 
Do 


"| Arkansas River. 


Fitting out. 
Do. 
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List of tugs, commanders, and stations: 


Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 
Dahlitenc. ce. .s eases Acting Ensign Wi, H.Strope- 22.22 22--.:2--2-=6e Vicksburg. 
Eiypeinth. eo... eeeeene Acting Ensign J..B. Hiserman....-.....-2------- Do. 
Pgumell. 362 Se Cees Acting Ensign Wy Ri OWensecss ne men 2 ese ae Do. 
Nettle: <na:2.steceee ace Acting Ensign Perry C. Wright.........-.-.---.- Do. 
I SELO NS 9. he oe pers ante Acting Ensign R. [J.] Eltringham...........-..-- Do. 
WW Viter<iooc22 sate acces Acting Master’s Mate Chas. H. Gulick............ Do. 
DAISY. orreie 5 preps Acting Ensign DAC wBowersses essa eee eee At Cairo. 
A Gps ORR OA ar saene oe Acting Ensign James M. Bailey...............--- Do. 
Mistletoe: . = <s.ccn.- = Acting Ensign James L. Quigley............-..-- Do. 
Mignonette.............| Acting Ensign Milton B. Muncy .........-.....-- _, Do. 
IDanSyeon ste eos nee Acting Ensign Wm. Harris... 5222-2. --5s-e2e-= Vicksburg. 
PCr feo. aged eee Acting Ensign John M. Kelly.........-..-------- Cairo. 


List of steamers in the Mississippi Marine Brigade, Brigadier- 
General Alfred W. Ellet commanding: 


Vessel. Commander. How employed. 
ATOCTAL 2 =. See Captain J. 'R.. Crandall see eee oon eee 
AOAMNS SE ose Neeeee Lieutenant-Colonel George E. Currie. .........--- é 
Baliics. -2cnc5 See Major Jadu Ralliday <=> sess Se cee Operating on the river be- 
Diana...) + asses cco @olonel Charles RUSE Nets... n-ne oe ee tween Vicksburg and Lake 
Hot. Bairehild .. 22.2.2 Captain James C. BrookS--5 -<-3 se 52. ee ese eee Providence. 
John Raine? =. 22. ees" M ators. M Seno b bard: Secession ee 
W oodiord set S23 35-20 Dre James: ROparts se. - sen ase o ae. eee 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
repairs to the U. S. steamers General Bragg and Tyler. 


U. S. Nava Srarion, 
Memphis, Tenn., July 1, 1863. 
Sir: Enclosed you will find the report of Mr. Apperly, chief 
engineer of the workshops, referring to the work done and the num- 
ber of men employed in the navy yard since my last report; also 
a list of the contrabands employed. The General Bragg arrived 
here for repairs day before yesterday. Her engines are very much 
out of repair, and, Mr. Apperly informs me, it will require at least 
three weeks to repair her properly. The 7yler has arrived at the 
yard with her boiler in a dangerous condition. I have placed a 
gang of men on board of her to temporarily repair her, and hope 
to dispatch her to-morrow morning to Island [No.] 40 in accordance 
with your orders. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U.S. Navy, regarding repairs and 
luty for the U.S. 8S. Queen City. 
Orrice Mississiprr SquapRon, 
Cairo, Ill., July 1, 1863. 
Sm: The Queen City has been withdrawn from the Tennessee 
River, and will have to go on the ways to have some calking done. 
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I shall drive on the work and will send her down to Lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps, to operate within the limits of his command. 
I shall put the provisions as you directed on board the General 
Lyon, and send her off with all dispatch. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


Order of Commodore Hull, U. S. Navy, to Chief Engineer King, 
U.S. Navy, regarding construction duty. 


Sr. Louis, July 2, 1863. 
Str: You will proceed to Carondelet as often as you consider neces- 
sary for the efficient performance of your duties in superintending 
the construction and arrangement of the engines and machinery of 

the gunboats building there. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jd; B. Huns, 
Commodore, Superintending. 


Chief Engineer J. W. Krne, U. S. Navy, 
St. Louis. 


Reports of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
seizure of the steamer Eureka by the U. 8S. S. Covington, July 
2, 1863. 


U.S. Ironctap Ram Easrrort, 
Mississippi River, July 3, 1863. 

Sir: Yesterday the Covington arrived at Memphis, and Captain 
Lord reported that a small steamer had for some days been lying about 
Commerce, and that he had found her at the bank 20 miles below 
Commerce. 

I consulted with Mr. Yeatman, special agent Treasury Department, 
and subsequently went down in the Covington and seized the vessel, 
called the Hureka. She had a crew of 6 persons, and a revenue aid 
and cotton speculator on board. I have directed Captain Bishop to 
put a prize crew on board and send her up to Cairo, where [ shall have 
her delivered as a maritime prize to the U. S. marshal for violation 
of the river blockade. The circumstances are as follows: 

The Hureka had a custom-house permit, signed by R. Hough, as- 
sistant surveyor, to proceed to Commerce, Tunica County, Miss., 
and intermediate ports. The permit is endorsed, “All landings, 
subject to military orders,” and also “No freight.” She also had 
on board one 8S. B. Beaumont, who had a permit from Mr. Yeat- 
man to consign and transport to him certain 300 bales of cotton from 
near Commerce and abandoned by Beaumont to the Government, 
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Two permits for boat and bar stores, signed by R. Hough, assistant 
surveyor, were found among her papers, on which appear 3 half-barrels 
whisky, 10 gallons brandy, and 12 bottles Hostetter’s Bitters—other- 
wise whisky. The brandy and bitters had disappeared with some 
boat stores, but I found 3 barrels of whisky not broached and 1 
barrel more than half emptied, each marked as containing 25 gallons. 
General Grant’s order of June 15 prohibits liquors from passing be- 
low Cairo. The Hureka had been absent nine days, and the people 
on board must have drunk one-half gallon each per day to have got 
rid of the liquors known to have disappeared; but she had more 
whisky still on board than her permit called for. 

She has therefore violated the custom permit by landing without 
conforming to the military orders enjoined upon it, by proceeding 
20 miles beyond the limits 1t permitted, and by having on board more 
whisky than her permit called for. She has violated military orders 
by landing where there was no military or naval force and by carry- 
ing and trading in liquors. 

A vessel engaged in an honest trade would have been destroyed at 
once by rebels, where she laid around nine days with impunity, ostensi- 
bly gathering abandoned cotton. What end of the rebels she was 
subserving I could not detect. 

It affords an opportunity to test our rights of capture, especially 
with respect to “ abandoned ” property. 

There are two other similar craft about Memphis, both of which 
I expect to catch with sufficient evidence in a few days. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELPs, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy. 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


U.S. Tronctap Ram Easrrort, 
Mississippi River, July 12, 1863. 

Srr: I have the honor to enclose a list of the officers and crew of 
the Covington and others present at the capture ofthe steamer 
Eureka. The circumstances of the capture are as follows: Lieuten- 
ant-Commanding Lord reported to me on the morning of the 2d in- 
stant that he had found the little steam propeller Eureka lying at 
the bank 20 miles below Commerce, Tunica County, Miss., and on 
examining her papers saw that her custom-house clearance only 
permitted her to proceed to Commerce and intermediate ports. A 
party on board, speculating in cotton, had a permit from Mr. Yeat- 
man, special agent for the Treasury Department at Memphis, to ship 
and transport to him at Memphis certain 300 bales of cotton from 
near Commerce, abandoned by said party—a Mr. Beaumont—to the 
Government. 

I went down in the Covington to Commerce, having first consulted 
with Major-General Hurlbut, commanding district of Memphis, and 
Mr. Yeatman. I found the /wreka’s custom-house permit endorsed 
“No freight,” also “All landings, subject to military orders.” She 
had permits also for what was designated as “boat” and “ bar” 
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stores. Subsequently were found a number of new but empty tin 
boxes, 1 foot long and 20 inches in diameter, stowed in the run with 
loose cotton and not at first seen on account of the coal overlying 
that part. These boxes were suitable for smuggling quinine and 
other medicines. There were but 8 persons on board. More than 
a due amount of “ bar” stores had disappeared, and there was more 
than the amount of whisky permitted still on board. She had been 
lying about Commerce nine days. 

General Grant’s General Order No. 7, dated January 20, 1863, 
and now in force, prohibits vessels from landing at points not held 
by military force or covered by a gunboat. His order No. 36, dated 
me 15, 1863, prohibits all spirituous liquors from passing below 

airo. 

The Hureka had violated her custom-house permit in going 20 
miles farther than it granted authority to go, and it was given sub- 
ject to military orders, and was violated in landing when not pro- 
tected. She had violated another military order in having lquor 
on board, and her custom-house permit was also violated in having 
more than the permit set forth. 

The nine days she had been lying about Commerce embraced a 
period of unusual activity by the enemy in attacking transports in 
that section of the river, and both sides near that place were occu- 
pied by the enemy. A vessel engaged in an honest business and 
lying about otherwise as the H’wreka was would have been destroyed 
immediately by him. I am therefore constrained to believe that the 
vessel subserved rebel interests, and have seized her and sent her to 
Cairo on the above charges, to deliver to the U. S. judge for the 
southern district of Illinois. She had on board 15 bales and a few 
bags of cotton. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHerpes, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Commanding 2d Division Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, giving the dis- 
position of vessels under his command in the Ohio and Cumberland 


rivers. 

U. S. S. Moossz, 
Louisville, Ky., July 3, 1863. 

Sr: I have the honor to report the position and occupations of 
the vessels on the Ohio and Cumberland rivers as follows: 

Brilliant and St. Clair, patrolling the Ohio from Shawneetown 
Bar to Smithland, Ky. They will make a patrol and convoy up the 
Cumberland immediately, as there is a rise in that stream which will 
last probably a week. 

Fairplay and Silver Lake, patrolling the Ohio from Scuffletown 
Bar to Shawneetown Bar. ‘> ; 

Springfield, patrolling from Louisville to Scutiletown Bar. 
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Moose, Reindeer, and Victory, patrolling the Ohio from Louis- 
ville up. 

The sicatos is now receiving her stores and will be put in commis- 
sion and started on service on Monday, the 6th instant. 

I anticipate trouble all along the Ohio this summer, but hope to be 
able to meet and check the guerrillas at every point. 

Very respectfully, 
LeRoy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8S. Navy, to Major-General 
Schofield, U. S. Army, regarding proposal of the latter for coopera- 
tion of the gunboats. 

Orrice MississipPI SQUADRON, 
. Cairo, Ill., July 3, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 27th ultimo, and have sent a copy of it to Lieu- 
tenant-Commander S. L. Phelps by a reliable officer. Lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps commands the gunboats that will cooperate with 
your forces, and 1s now on board the Hastport, a first-class ironclad 
gunboat. He will, no doubt, afford any assistance in the way of 
cooperating with the troops that may be in his power. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain, etc., Commandant of Station. 


General Joun M. ScHoFIeLp, 
Comdg. Department of the Missouri, St. Louis, Mo. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
operations of the division under his command. 


U. S. Tronctap Ram Easrport, 
Mississippi River, July 3, 1863. 

Sir: Your letters of the 22d and 23d, and two of the 25th of last 
month were received on the 30th when near Fort Pillow. 

Heavy rains, continued through successive days, delayed the finish- 
ing work on this vessel till the 27th ultimo, when I left Cairo, having 
received a few recruits which, with the men who had remained for 
the protection of the ship, made something more than half a crew. 

The Queen City was there repairing boilers and was to be com- 
pleted by the 1st, when she would come down to her cruising ground 
between Randolph and Memphis. 

T dispatched the 7awah from New Madrid to Cairo, to be taken 
into the Tennessee by Acting Lieutenant Goudy. On the 29th we 
grounded on the bar above Plum Point. There was a depth of 18 
feet of water in the channel. I shall report for your action in the 
case of the pilot any recurrence of such want of judgment. All 
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efforts to get the vessel afloat were unavailing till the morning of Ist, 
when, with the aid of two merchant steamers and a gunboat, she was 
pulled off. Found the ZZastings in the neighborhood of Island 40. 
One of her officers had died and another was very sick. I therefore 
ordered Acting Master’s Mate [J. W.] Litherbury to her from this 
vessel. She has an insufficient crew and considerable sickness on 
board, and I have to-day put on board 20 soldiers with an officer de- 
tailed for the duty, by order of General Hurlbut. She will proceed 
to the mouth of White River as soon as the Queen City arrives. The 
Tyler and Bragg were at Memphis repairing. The former I got off 
the morning of the 2d for Helena, and to-day have sent Captain 
Pritchett orders to watch closely the vicinity of Walnut Bend on ac- 
count of the report of refugees, that the rebels would make a raid 
upon the river at that point. It is best probably to retain her in view 
of her good battery, in the vicinity of Helena, until something defi- 
nite is known of General Price’s intentions. That might become an 
ugly point if in possession of the enemy. 

The repairs of the Bragg will require four weeks, and the engineer 
of the yard assures me that the work shall be pressed forward. The 
depth of water in the river at low stages renders the section of river 
near White River the best for a vessel of her draft. The Covington 
is actively engaged cruising between Memphis and Helena, most of 
the time between Ship and Buck Islands, embracing the most danger- 
ous portion. She yesterday came up to Memphis for coal, and I took 
her while this ship was coaling and went down to Commerce, where 
I seized the steam propeller H'ureka. Returning, fired upon a small 
rebel force near Council Bend. 

Before leaving Cairo a telegram was received from General Scho- 
field, requesting a gunboat convoy for a military force he proposed 
sending upon an expedition, and I arranged to be at New Madrid 
about the 4th, and am now proceeding thither. 

The Hastings is to cruise between Islands 41 and 35; the Silver 
Cloud between Island 37 and Fort Pillow, running frequently as high 
as Island 18. As soon as the Paw Paw is ready, the line of gunboats 
between White River and Cairo will be complete and doubtless suffi- 
ciently effective. In the absence of exact reports of vessels below 
Helena, I give you no details concerning them until I visit that sec- 
tion immediately after the present duty is completed. I shall inspect 
the vessels on my way down and will give you in detail their condi- 
tion and requirements. I have directed the commanding officers to 
keep an abstract of their daily movements, etc., to be forwarded to 
me weekly, which will enable me to judge how efficiently each one 
patrols his beat of the river. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHExps, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Commanding 2d Division Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
P. S.—No firing upon vessels has occurred in the past week. 
51246°—N w R—voL 25—12——15 
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Order of Captain Walke, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Hoel, U. 8. Navy, before withdrawal from blockade of Red River. 


U. S. Gunpoat LaFayette, 
Mississippi River, July 4, 1863. 
Sir: I have received a letter from the admiral for me to proceed 
to Vicksburg. The ram Switzerland will be sent to your assistance 
in keeping the blockade at Red River, and the Sachem will remain 
with you until she arrives, : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. WALKE, 
Captain, U. S. Navy. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. Hort, 
Commanding U.S. Gunboat Pittsburg. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, regarding 
disposition of the vessels of his division. 


U.S. Gungoat Mantrtou, 
Off White River, July 4, 1863. 


Sir: In obedience to your orders I send the Curlew to report to 
you. This leaves but one gunboat, the Linden, between White River 
and Helena. The disposition of the gunboats is as follows: 

Juliet, White River; Lexington, Napoleon; Cricket, Cypress Bend; 
Prairie Bird, at Gaines Landing; M/armora, Greenville; Argosy, Egg 
Point to Lake Providence; Kenwood, convoying. I have written to 
Helena and Memphis that convoys will only leave White River on 
Monday and Thursday. I intend hereafter that all convoys will be 
accompanied by two gunboats (one with heavy guns) the whole 
distance to Lake Providence. 

I would wish very much that you would order that up steamboats 
shall leave all together. They come along at all hours, making it 
very hard on the pilots and consuming a great deal of coal. The 
latter I have to supply at great trouble, as I do not allow gunboats 
to leave their beats to get it. 

None of the gunboats have more than one pilot, and some of these 
sick. 

I made a raid in the interior to-day with 1380 armed men. I send 
you a large number of mules, some cows, and sheep. There are no 
good horses up here. I also send five wagons; some of the mules 
are very fine, but plantation harnesses are poor material. I will 
send a steamer load of corn next week. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


I placed the Lewington at Napoleon in consequence of some rumors 
that Price was to try to cross at that point. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Ellet, commanding Ram Fleet, ac- 
knowledging orders to proceed to Red River, and regarding the 
impaired condition of the ram Switzerland. 


U.S. Srzam Ram Swirzeruanp, 
Vicksburg, July 5, 1863. 

GeneraL: I have just received your order to proceed immediately 
to the mouth of Red River to relieve Captain Walke, etc. In reply 
allow me to state that I have repeatedly reported to you that the 
Switzerland was sadly in need of repairs; that her boilers were 
leaking badly; her hull the same, and that her wheels were not in 
condition to go on a journey of any length. 

I have made requisitions for lumber, in order to have the repairs 
made which are immediately necessary; but the lumber could not 
be procured when we first came up from below, and when I again 
asked for lumber, a few days ago, you informed me that it was very 
difficult to obtain transportation across the point, and that I could 
have time to fully repair my boat after the fall of Vicksburg. I 
simply wish to remind you of these circumstances, and to report my 
boat unfit for the trip. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
Joun A. ELet, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Ram Fleet. 


Brigadier-General A. W. Enter, 
Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


Cooperation of the U. S. S. Tyler, Lieutenant-Commander J. M. 
Prichett, U. S. Navy, commanding, in repulse of Confederate 
attack upon Helena, Ark., July 4, 1863. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


No. 86.] U.S. Mississtppr Squapron, Fiacsuip Buack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 9, 1863. 

Str: On the 21st of June I received intimation from various 
sources, spies, deserters, etc., that the rebel General Price was mov- 
ing from Arkansas toward the Mississippi River with a large force 
in three columns and a quantity of heavy artillery, for the purpose 
of seizing on some point on the river, cut off our transports, and 
relieve Vicksburg. 

I immediately made the proper dispositions to meet the rebels at 
such points as I knew to be assailable. And Helena being a desir- 
able point for the rebels to get possession of, I sent what I considered 
a sufficient force to that vicinity. 

The Bragg, Tyler, and Hastings were the vessels detailed. Gen- 
eral Prentiss had, however, no apprehension of an attack. 

The Bragg remained there while the other two cruised in the 
vicinity. On the 1st or 2d of July Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, 
whom I had put in charge of the upper river, sent the 7’yler back 
to Helena, anticipating an attack there. When Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Prichett arrived, General Prentiss had received notice of 
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the advance of General Price on Helena with 15,000 men. Having 
only 3,500 men, he made the best disposition for attack that he could 
make under the circumstances. 

The rebels attacked the outworks of our troops on July 4 with their 
whole force, and, as the works were slight, succeeded in driving in 
the small force opposed to them, getting possession of a small fort and 
four light guns. Proceeding on, and overpowering our weak out- 
posts, the rebels succeeded in reaching the crest of the hill which 
commanded the town of Helena, and would likely have obtained 
possession of it, but the gunboat 7'yler opened on them with her 
heavy battery of shell guns at easy range and cut them up very 
badly, while two 30-pounders on the hiil, manned by the troops, also 
opened a cross fire on them, and between the gunboat and the small 
fort, the enemy were cut to pieces. Many of them threw down their 
arms and fled in a panic. 

The troops under General Prentiss behaved bravely and fought 
most gallantly. They charged the discomfited mass of the rebels with 
the bayonet while the Z7yler was mowing down the retreating mob 
with shrapnel and shell, and the victory was ours. The garrison 
pursued and captured over 900 men as prisoners, and I am informed 
that quite 1,500 were killed and wounded, nearly as many as com- 
posed our garrison at Helena. 

This has been one of the most signal defeats the enemy have met 
with for some time. Lieutenant-Commander Prichett receives great 
credit for the share he took in the fight, the effective manner in which 
he delivered his fire, and the position he took, enabling him to check 
the enemy when they were very certain in their own mind of getting 
possession of Helena. 

This affair will likely break up Price’s army, and he is now re- 
treating toward Alexandria. In the morning I send a strong force 
of gunboats up the Red River to ascend the Tensas and Washita 
[ Ouachita], in hopes of intercepting him and his command. He has 
eleven transports up the Tensas, which I am pretty sure of disabling. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipson WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy. 


No. 87.] U.S. Mississtppr Squapron, Fuacsure Buack Hawk, 
Of Vicksburg, July 11, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a full report of the late 
affair at Helena, where the gunboat 7yler saved the day and enabled 
our little band of soldiers to capture a number of the enemy. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porrer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WE LLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 
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U.S. Gunzsoat Tyter, 
Helena, Ark., July 6, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to report that General T. H. Holmes at- 
tacked this place on the morning of the 4th instant with about 18,000 
men between the hours of 4and 5 a. m., and after eight hours’ hard 
fighting we repulsed the enemy with a loss of nearly 3,000 men killed 
and wounded and prisoners. We have already shipped to Memphis, 
Tenn., between 800 and 900 prisoners. 

General Prentiss has now between 400 and 500 of the enemy’s 
wounded, found on the field, and they are still coming in. 

I am informed by the officers of the Army that had it not been for 
the assistance rendered by this vessel the town would have been 
captured. 

It affords me great pleasure to state that my officers and crew con- 
ducted themselves in the most creditable manner. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Smith, U. S. Navy, acting executive officer of the U. S. S. 
Tyler. 


UES, DALE, 
Off Helena, Ark., July 5, 1863. 

Str: I respectfully beg leave to submit to you the following report 
of our engagement on the morning of the 4th of July, at Helena, 
Ark. : 

We weighed anchor at ten minutes of 6 o’clock and proceeded down 
the river about three-fourths of a mile below the town, where we 
opened our port battery. The enemy replied with two small rifled 
fieldpieces, supposed to be 12-pounders, two shots of which struck 
within 50 yards of our stern. They were soon silenced by bringing 
our stern gun, 30-pounder Parrott, to bear on them. We then pro- 
ceeded one-half mile farther up the river, where the enemy endeav- 
ored to break through in force into our lines through a ravine about 
200 feet deep. Here we sent our shells to a very destructive effect 
among the enemy. The killed and wounded by our shells on this 
place were about 600 men. I visited the ground here this morning 
and found about that number still on the ground. 

The officers and crew behaved in a most gallant manner. There 
was neither excitement nor discouragement shown by anyone aboard, 
and as the whole engagement was principally conducted under your 
own observation, it is needless for me to make any remarks. 

We fired 413 rounds, most of which were 8-inch 15-second and 
10-second shells. 

At 12:30 p. m. the enemy left the field, after leaving the greatest 
portion of their killed and wounded on the ground. They were com- 
manded by Generals Holmes and Price, and supposed to be 15,000 
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strong. It was a most decisive victory on our side, and officers and 
crew are very anxious for once more to open our guns on these 
marauding invaders. 

This vessel came out of action uninjured, and no loss of men. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Geo. L. Smiru, 
Acting Executive Officer. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. M. Pricuerr, 
Commanding U. 8. S. Tyler. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding second 
division, Mississippi Squadron. 


U. S. Ironcitap Ram Easrrort, 
Helena, Arkansas, July 8, 1863. 

S1r: General Holmes, with a reported force of 18,000 rebels, at- 
tacked this place at daylight on the morning of the 4th instant, and 
was repulsed after a hard-contested fight of several hours’ duration. 

The enemy attacked the center of the defenses and carried the rifle 
pits and a battery upon the crest of the hills in the rear, which com- 
manded not only Helena itself, but also all the other defensive works, 
including Fort Curtis. After possessing himself of that position, he 
pushed large forces down the slope of the ridge into the gorges, and 
his sharpshooters began the work of driving the artillerists from the 
guns in the main fort. Rebel guns both above and below the town 
had been planted upon commanding positions, and opened fire upon 
the line of defensive works across the river bottom, about 1,000 yards 
in width, and his troops were in force near them to secure the ad- 
vantages the capture of the works upon the hills would offer for clos- 
ing upon the town from both directions along the river bottom. The 
Tyler had been covering the approach by the old town road, but Cap- 
tain Prichett discovered the enemy pressing down the hillside after 
the capture of the battery in the center, and took up such a position 
that, while his broadside guns poured a destructive fire upon the 
slopes and enfiladed the ravines, his stern guns effectually silenced the 
rebel battery below, and his bow guns played simultaneously upon the 
upper one. The slaughter of the enemy at this time was terrible, 
and all unite in describing the horrors of that hillside, and the 
ravines after the battle, as baffling description, the killed being liter- 
ally torn to pieces by shell, and the avenging fire of the gunboat pur- 
sued the enemy 2 or 3 miles to his reserve forces, creating a panic 
there which added not a little to the end of victory. 

The enemy’s loss is very heavy; our forces have buried 380 of his 
killed, and many places have been found where he had himself buried 
his dead. His wounded number 1,100, and the prisoners are also 
1,100; our cavalry forces are hourly discovering dead and wounded 
in the surrounding country, and are bringing in stragglers and de- 
serters. Boats passing up river for two days after the battle were 
continually hailed by deserters from the rebel ranks, wishing to get 
on board to escape. 

An examination of the field and the reports I hear convince me that 
the 7'yler contributed greatly to the defeat of the enemy, and the ter- 
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rible slaughter in his ranks is largely hers. It is due to Captain 
Prichett to add that he took up an admirable position and used his 
battery in a manner alike creditable to himself and to his officers and 
men. 

First at Belmont, then at Pittsburg Landing, and now here, the 
Tyler has been of inestimable value, and has saved the fortunes of 
the day. The garrison, numbering but 3,300 men, with lines entirely 
too extensive for such a force, evidently fought with a courage and 
determination without superior example in this war. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
é S. L. Puetpes, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 2d Division Miss. Sqaudron. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—Our loss in killed and wounded is about 180, 


Letter from Major-General Prentiss, U. §S. Army, commanding forces, to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, acknowledging the services of Lieutenant- 
Commander Prichett, commanding U. S. S. Tyler. 


Heapquarters District Eastern ARKANSAS, 
ITelena Ark., July 9, 1863. 


ApmiraL: I take pleasure in transmitting to you my testimony 
concerning the valuable assistance rendered me during the battle at 
this place on the 4th instant by Lieutenant-Commander James M. 
Prichett, of the gunboat Zyler. I assure you, sir, that he not only 
acquitted himself with honor and distinction during the engagement 
proper, but with a zeal and patience as rare as they are commendable, 
when informed of an attack on this place lost no time and spared no 
labor to make himself thoroughly acquainted with the topography of 
the surrounding country. And [I attribute not a little of our success 
in the late battle to his full knowledge of the situation and his skill 
in adapting the means within his command to the end to be obtained. 

Nor can I refrain from mentioning that after the engagement, and 
while we were expecting a renewal of the attack, Commander 
Prichett, as commanding a division of your fleet, was unusually effic- 
ient in procuring timely reinforcements. — 

Permit me to add, sir, that I can conceive of no case wherein pro- 
motion would be more worthily bestowed than in the case of Com- 
mander Prichett, and it would afford me much pleasure to learn 
that his services have received a proper reward. em 

T write this communication, sir, quite unsolicited and without the 
knowledge of Commander Prichett. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, your obedient 


servant 
: B. M. Prenriss, 
Major-General, 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Prentiss, 
U. S. Army, congratulating him on the successful repulse. 


U. S. Mississrpp1 Squapron, Fiacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 18, 1863. 


GrnerAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, giving an account of an attack of the rebels on you at Helena, 
and congratulate you on the success you obtained with so small a 
force over such vastly superior numbers. I am happy that the 7y/ler 
rendered such good service. Had my orders been carried out, you 
would have had a good force of gunboats at Helena, as I felt sure, 
from what I heard, that Price was moving in that direction. I do 
not think you will be troubled with him again shortly. I sent a 
force to the head of Tensas River, cut off four of his transports, and 
captured a good deal of his ammunition and supplies. He will be 
afraid of being cut off altogether and begin to move toward Shreve- 
port. Still, I think it prudent to keep the gunboats at Helena for 
awhile, and have in charge an officer (Captain Phelps) who will 
always be on hand. 

Hoping that Army and Navy may always cooperate together so 
successfully, I remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviy D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Major-General B. M. Prentiss, 
United States Forces. 


Letter of commendation from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Prichett, U. S. Navy. 


Navy Department, July 27, 1863. 

Sir: I have received from Rear-Admiral Porter the reports of 
your successful cooperation with the Army in repelling an attack of 
a much superior rebel force upon the troops of General Prentiss at 
Helena, Ark., on the 4th instant. 

Your prompt action on the occasion deserves and receives the un- 
qualified approbation of the Department. Rear-Admiral Porter and 
General Prentiss compliment you in terms of great praise for your 
skill and the effective management of the guns of the Zyler which 
were served with such disastrous and signal effect upon the ranks of 
the enemy. 

It is no reflection upon the troops under General Prentiss, who are 
represented to have fought with determined gallantry and bravery 
against overwhelming numbers, to say that they were saved, in all 
probability, from serious disaster by the valuable assistance ren- 
dered by the 7'yler under your command. 

Accept the Department’s congratulations for yourself and the 
officers and men under your command for your glorious achievement, 
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which adds another to the list of brilliant successes of our Navy and 
Army on the anniversary of our nation’s independence. 
Very respectfully, ete., 
Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jamus M. Pricuert, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. Gunboat Tyler, Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Major-General Prentiss, U. §S. Army, requesting reinforcements and 
commending the work of the U. S. S. Tyler. 


Heapquarters District or Eastern ARKANSAS, 
ITelena, July 4, 1863—3 p. m. 

GENERAL: We have repulsed the enemy at every point, and our 
soldiers are now collecting their wounded. We have taken in all 
1,200 prisoners, and their loss in killed and wounded will reach 500 
or 600. But, although the rebels are badly whipped, there is no 
doubt whatever that they will renew the attack at an early moment, 
and that they are now massing their troops for that purpose. My 
force is inferior to the rebels, and is much weakened by the action. 
I trust, therefore, that the reinforcements I wrote you for this morn- 
ing may be promptly forwarded, and that the ammunition also may 
reach me in due season. With the aid I expect from you and the 
gunboats, the rebel army may be severely beaten. The 7’yler has 
been to-day a valuable auxiliary, and I depend much on the assistance 
of another gunboat. 

I remain, general, your obedient servant, 
B. M. Prentiss, 
Major-General. 
Major-General StepHen A. Hurpur, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps. 


Report of Major-General Prentiss, U. 8S. Army, regarding casualties and readi- 
ness for renewal of the attack. 


Heapquarters District or HAsTerN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, July 4, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
GENERAL: The enemy have not yet renewed the attack of this 
morning. Their loss is much greater than represented in my pre- 
vious dispatches. Their dead and wounded strewed the bluffs in 
every direction after the action. Our loss is, as near as can be ascer- 
tained, 40 killed and from 100 to 125 wounded. We are ready for a 
renewed attack, should the enemy see fit to make it, and we shall do 
our best to hold him at bay in that event. Our men have done nobly 
to-day and can be depended upon to the full extent of our abilities. 
The gunboat Covington is here. With a few more troops we can 
hold the place against any force they may bring. 
I am, general, very truly, yours, 
B. M. Prentiss, 


Major-General. 
Major-General SrepuEen A. Hurwsvur, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps. 
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Report of Lieutenant-General Smith, C. §. Army, transmitting enclosures relating 
to the attack. : 
Heapquarters Trans-Mississtpp1 DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., July 10, 1863. 


GENERAL: The inclosed dispatches show the Recon upon the sug- 
gestion of the Secretary of War in regard to Helena. It is with deep 
pain that I announce the result. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. Kirsy SMIrTH, 
Lieutenant-General. 
General S. Cooprr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond. 


[Hnclosures—Telegram. ] 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 25 [23], 1863. 


Dear Sir: * * * T[ venture with sifidenes only one sugges- 
tion, and that not strictly applicable to your own field of operations. 
It is, that should. opportunity to communicate with Generals Holmes 
or Price occur, it might be well to urge they should make diversions 
for you, or, in the case of the fall of Vicksburg, secure a great future 
advantage to the Confederacy by the attack on, and seizure of, 
Helena, while all the available forces of the enemy are being pushed 
to Grant’s aid. Had I command of communications, this suggestion 
would be directly addressed and pressed by the Department. Its 
policy is so apparent that it is hoped it will be voluntarily embraced 
and executed. 

With best wishes, most cordially, yours, 
J. A. Seppon. 

General Josepu E. Jounston, 

Commanding, ete. 


Litrite Rocr, June 15, 1863. 
I believe we can take Helena. Please let me attack it. 


Tu. H. Hotmegs, 
Lieutenant-General. 
Lieutenant-General E. Kirsy SMIrH. 


SHPEVEPORT, La., June 16, 1863. 
Most certainly do it. 
EK. Kirpy Smira, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General T. H. Hotmes. 


Lirrie Rocx, Arx., July 7, 1863. 
(Received July 8.) 
General Holmes reports that he attacked Helena at daylight on 
the 4th instant and was repulsed with a heavy loss. 
W. B. Bratr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Lieutenant-General E, Kirpy Smrru, 
Shreveport. 
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{Endorsement to report of Lieutenant-General B. Kirby Smith, dated Shreveport, La., 
November 14, 1863.] 


December 19, 1863. 
Respectfully submitted to the President. The attack on Helena, in 
my opinion, formed from these reports, should have been successful, 
but failed, not through want of gallantry in the men, but from de- 
fective discipline after success and bad handling by some of the 
general officers. I fear, too, the report indicates some want of con- 
fidence and good understanding between some of the superior officers. 


J. A. Seppon, 
Secretary of War. 


[Telegram. ] 


Carro, Itu., July 5, 1863—10 p. m. 

I am informed that an order has been given to abandon Fort Hei- 
man, Tennessee River. I am now cooperating with General Rose- 
crans, who telegraphed me that he has driven the enemy back of 
Black River (probably Duck River) upon Tullahoma, and asked 
for gunboats to go up and head off any attempt they may make to 
cross at Florence or Decatur. 

I have ordered light-draft gunboats up for that purpose, and if 
Fort Heiman is evacuated, the rebels will probably occupy it, and our 
supplies will be cut off. As the gunboats are only musket proof, I 
shall be obliged to withdraw them below the fort. 

I deem it my duty to mention these facts to you, as the consequences 
may be of a very serious nature. 

A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Brigadier-General Assoru, 
Commanding District of Columbus, Columbus, Ky. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Asboth, U. S. Army, to Fleet Captain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, referring to proposed abandonment of Fort 
Heiman, Tenn. 


Cotumeus, Ky., July 5, 1863. 


Caprain: Replying to your enclosure of copy of telegram of pres- 
ent date, I beg leave to say that my orders in regard to Fort Heiman 
only contemplate its abandonment when it is no longer possible to 
hold it. I enclose a copy of my order to Major Newsham, One hun- 
dred and seventeenth Illinois Infantry, whom I sent especially to 
prevent any hasty action in the matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ASsBoTH, 
Brigadier-General. 


A. M. Pennocr, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, Ill. 
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Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, 
transmitting dispatches from commander at Lake Providence. 


Heapquarrers Mississrprt Martner Bricave, 
Flagship Autocrat, Vicksburg, July 5, 1863. 

ApmiraL: I enclose your dispatches received by General Dennis 
from commander at Lake Providence. 

The alarm seems to have entirely subsided. 

General Dennis has concluded not to send General Mower’s brigade, 
and I deem it advisable to inform you of the new state of affairs be- 
fore proceeding further. 

TI shall wait further orders at this point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. ELet, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Please return enclosures. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Asboth, U. S. Army, to Fleet Captain 
Pennock, U.S. Navy, regarding the services of the ram Monarch. 


Heapquarters 6TH Division, 16TH ARMy Corps, 
Columbus, Ky., July 7, 1863. 

Sir: The ram Monarch arrived this morning from Hickman, and 
is now leaving for Cairo. Captain Asgill Conner (Eighteenth [h- 
nois Infantry), commanding, had already occupied Hickman when 
my cavalry rode in, and acted efficiently and promptly. 

Please thank the captain for me, and accept my acknowledgements 
for the assistance rendered by the Monarch. 

It would be to the best interests of the service to place the ram 
Monarch between Island No. 10 and Columbus, where she could 
operate with my land forces, appearing promptly at any point 
threatened or attacked on this part of the river, so much exposed to 
rebel raids. Without the cooperation of a ram or gunboat, it will 
be difficult for my very limited force to act with efficiency and the 
desired degree of success against the robbers infesting the Ohio 
bottoms. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Fleet Captain A. M. Pennocxr, 
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Ill. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. General Bragg, to fur- 
nish information regarding the withdrawal of that vessel from 
Helena, previous to Confederate attack. 


U.S. Mississrerr Squapron, Fiacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 7, 1863. 
Str: In my instructions to you I ordered you to proceed to Mem- 
phis for repairs, if your services were not needed at Helena. 
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_ I wish to know what steps you took to find out whether your serv- 
ices were needed or not. Did you communicate with the military 
commander at Helena? Was your communication in writing, and 
what was the commandant’s reply? All these matters are important 
to you, as they may relieve you from some embarrassment. 

I find that a day or two after your departure from Helena the 
rebels, to the number of 12,000 or 15,000, attacked the place, and but 
for the presence of the 7'yler would have captured it. 

It was not intended that you should leave Helena unless there was 
not the slightest prospect of an attack. You were advised by me that 
I expected an attack on Helena and was cautioned to be on the alert. 
I would not have taken. you away from White and Arkansas rivers if 
the danger at Helena had not been imminent. 

If officers under my command do not éarry out the spirit of my in- 
structions it will be impossible for me ever to keep in check the river 
rebels. It seems to me that you did not exert yourself sufficiently to 
keep your vessel on the station I assigned you. It is impossible that 
the military authorities should not have known of the approach of 
the rebels. I knew it, and guarded against it, and but for the prompt 
and energetic manner: in which the spirit of my instructions have 
been carried out from Cairo to Vicksburg we should have temporarily 
lost the river. 

You are apparently the only exception to the rule, having left your 
post at a time when the vessel should have been kept there as long as 
possible. : : 

I shall be happy to know that you are not to blame in this matter, 
and I require an immediate explanation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviv D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Josuua Bisuop, 
Commanding U. S. S. General Bragg. 


Report of Acting Ensign Turner, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Curlew, regarding the readiness of that vessel for movement. 
U.S. S. Curtew, July 8, 1863. 
Sir: I will be ready to move in the morning. Shall I get under- 
way and get requisitions on board as soon as I have steam? What 
boat shall I get my ordnance from ? ; 
Provided the vessel goes to White River station, we shall need 
about 200 bushels coal. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. A. Turner, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U.S. Navy. 


Orrice Misstsstpr1 SQUADRON, 
Caro, Lll., July 8, 1863. 
Dear Porter: I dispeztch the General Lyon to-day with provisions 
that were required by Acting Assistant Paymaster Mead, of storeship 
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Sovereign, and also send all the 13-inch shells she can bear, and will 
continue to send them until I hear further from you, as you may 
desire to use them or send them to Farragut. 

I forwarded some time ago a telegram from the Ordnance Bureau 
in relation to Farragut’s wants. I could not obtain a barge suitable 
for carrying ice, and have taken a coal barge, and am now fitting 
it out, as well as I can, for a regular ice house for you. The ice is 
here and I hope to have it packed by to-morrow night, ready to be 
towed down by the Polar Star, which vessel will also tow a barge 
containing the 100 bales of hay required. 

The Welson will be sent down with coal. 

Mr. Scott is having a vessel loaded with all sorts of stores for the 
squadron which, Mr. Dunn tells me, he had authority from you to do. 
As soon as he arrives I will send him down with orders to report to 
you before disposing of any of the stores. I believe the intention is 
for this vessel to remain with the fleet, and to be supplied from time 
to time with stores sent down by our transports. Will not this 
obviate the necessity of having sutlers on board the Government 
transports ? 

Your dispatch to the Secretary of the Navy of the 4th instant was 
received yesterday by the Wélson at 11 a. m. and was immediately 
forwarded. I understand that General Grant’s bearer of dispatches 
arrived this morning. 

T congratulate you with all my heart upon your success, and hope 
that the Government and the people will “render unto Cesar the 
things that are Ceesar’s.” I hope soon to see you here. 

+ * * * * * * 


Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock. 


Operations of naval force under Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. 
Navy, during Morgan’s raid, July 8-19, 1863. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy. 


Orrice Misstsstep1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, [ll., July 12, 1863. 

Sir: I received information on the 8th instant, from Major- 
General Burnside, that Morgan had captured two steamers on the 
Ohio at Brandenburg, Ky., placed a force on board of them and 
gone down the river. 

At the same time I received a telegram from Lieutenant-Com- 
mander LeRoy Fitch to you, giving the same information, and say- 
ing that a gunboat from Louisville would be there in two hours; 
that two would start from Evansville immediately, and that he 
would be at Louisville that night with three boats. 

On the 9th T received telegrams * from Governor Morton, saying 
that Morgan had crossed with 6,000 men, and asking me to send up 
gunboats to prevent them from recrossing, and that his force con- 
sisted of infantry and artillery. 


* Not found, 
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On the 10th Governor Morton telegraphed * me, asking me to col- 
lect all the forces I could, as well as armed boats, and send them up 
the river, as he expected Morgan would commence a retreat at once 
and endeavor to get out near Owensboro or below. On the same 
night I received another dispatch * from the governor, informing me 
that Morgan was reported to have burned Salem, Washington 
County, [Ind.], and had left for Vienna, Scott County, [Ind.], and 
might attempt to go out through Trimble or Carroll County, Ky. 

He thought Morgan would certainly be taken. Having heard that 
the enemy had fortifications at Brandenburg, and deeming it neces- 
sary to send a gunboat carrying a heavier armament than those up 
the river for the purpose of dislodging them, I dispatched Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Foster, in the Queen City, to assist Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Fitch in his operations. 

I telegraphed Lieutenant-Commander Fitch that his combinations 
were good and to go ahead. 

You will perceive that the gunboats are moving from above and 
below to the points where it is thought Morgan may attempt to re- 
cross. The news to-day is that large bodies of troops from Indiana 
and Kentucky are in hot pursuit, and I have little doubt but that he 
will be captured. Lieutenant-Commander Foster confirms the report 
of fortifications at Brandenburg by telegraph from Evansville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, regarding operations of the 
gunboats at Brandenburg and Louisville, Ky. 


U.S. S. Moos, 
Of Brandenburg, [Ky.|, July 9, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that after dispatching you yes- 
terday, I telegraphed the Yairplay and Silver Lake to move on up 
to this place at once. I also got underway at once and moved down 
the river with this vessel and the Victory. I sent the Reindeer up 
the river to assist the Vawmkeag over the shoals, as it was reported 
from Pittsburg that there was a rise coming down. 

I arrived at Louisville this morning, and, learning that the enemy 
was in very strong force at that place, resolved to push over the falls 
at once and get here before the two boats from below, fearing the 
enemy might, with the batteries on shore and the two captured boats 
armed with infantry, take the /atrplay and her consort by surprise. 

I got over the falls with this vessel and the Victory about noon, and 
after communicating with the Springfield, moved on down as fast 
as possible with the three boats. I arrived here between 5 and 6 
p. m., and much to my disappointment and sorrow, found the enemy 
had effected a crossing by means of the two steamers captured. 


* Not found. 
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The Fairplay and Silver Lake arrived with a convoy of seven 
steamers about 6:30. : 

On my arrival here I found General Hobson’s forces coming into 
the town, following General Morgan. I hope, with the aid of the 
merchant steamers, he will have his entire force across the river be- 
fore midnight and close after Morgan. 

The circumstances, as far as I can learn, are as follows: Morgan, as 
I telegraphed you, threatened Louisville, though I suppose now was 
only making a feint in that direction. As soon as I got word that he 
was marching on Louisville, I made my arrangements to protect the 
canal, knowing that gunboats could not prevent the enemy from 
coming in the rear of the city. I therefore directed Acting Ensign 
[Jos.] Watson, commanding the Springfield, to move up and lay off 
Portland, | Ky.], till further orders, unless he heard of the enemy at 
some other point on the river within his patrol, and if he did, to move 
on that point at once. I held this vessel and the Reindeer to defend 
the upper end of the canal. 

On the evening of the 7th, while the excitement was greatest in 
Louisville, Morgan, instead of marching on the city, moved off to the 
left, came in on the river at this place, planted batteries and captured 
the steamers McCombs and Alice Dean. This news reached me about 
noon on the 8th instant, the nextday. I telegraphed you and started 
down at once. Although the crews of this vessel and the Victory 
were new recruits, had not yet become well acquainted with the drill, 
in fact the crew of the Victory had just been mustered on board, and 
as yet hardly knew their stations, yet I determined to do the best with 
them I could. 

Early on the morning of the 8th, the next morning after Morgan 
made his appearance on the river, Acting Ensign Watson got word of 
it, and moved down at once. While approaching the town of Bran- 
denburg he was fired on by heavy forces of infantry from the Indiana 
side, but did not stop to engage them. When within about a mile of 
the town, the enemy opened fire on him from a battery of two 20- 
pounder Parrotts on a high hill near the court-house, and two other. 
smaller guns (rifled) lower down the hill. He engaged these batteries 
for an hour and a half, firing deliberately, but apparently without 
success, owing to the great elevation and superior range of the 
enemy’s guns. He accordingly withdrew and lay above till two 
transports of infantry, about 500, arrived from Louisville; he then 
engaged the enemy again, but not being supported by the land forces, 
and being alone on the water, he could not dislodge them, and conse- 
quently was forced to retire the second time. This time the Spring- 
field returned to Louisville, for the purpose of communicating with 
me and to convoy back some steamers that had started down the river 
after her. 

Morgan’s forces are said to number eleven regiments, or about six 
thousand four or five hundred men, with five pieces of artillery, two 
of which are 20-pounder Parrotts. ; 

Although the Springfield received no injury, her commanding 
officer did not deem it prudent to run the batteries alone, for the pur- 
pose of trying to recapture the two steamers, as in thus doing he 
ran himself great risks of being disabled; besides, had he passed the 
batteries in safety, his vessel had not the speed to catch either of the 
others; the rebels could have run them below and burned them before 
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he could have come within reach, or had they been so disposed they 

could, protected as they were with large hogsheads of tobacco, run 

him down or board him with overwhelming numbers. I therefore 

think he acted very prudently in remaining above the batteries, where 

ee a some little support from the transport with the infantry on 
oard. 

I regret this occurrence exceedingly, not only on my account, but 
on yours, for I had hoped to catch Morgan between two cross fires 
of such severity that he would not again attempt the river, but being 
deceived both in regard to his actual force and his movements, I 
lost the opportunity of catching him this time, but hope to meet him 
on his return. ‘ 

Although I feel very much mortified at not being able to get at 
Morgan here, yet I can not, with justice to myself, shoulder the whole 
blame, for I was laboring under several disadvantages. First, the 
numerous reports of threatened raids above and below Cincinnati; 
second, having to rely solely upon newspaper reports for all my in- 
formation. The citizens living on the Kentucky shore, and knowing 
the rebels’ whereabouts, take good care not to inform us, but rather 
to inform the guerrillas of our moves. Again, I am sorry to say, the 
army officers, with few exceptions, either do not know the where- 
abouts or movements of the enemy, or knowing them seem to think 
it beneath their dignity to inform or communicate with a naval 
commander. 

The boat belonging on this patrol was on the spot promptly, but 
was not equal to the emergency. 

The Fairplay and Silver Lake are patrolling the river below here 
and the Springfield and Victory above. As I can not get any word 
or clue as to which direction Morgan is moving, I will keep cruising 
between New Albany and Cannelton coal mines. 

The Reindeer and Nawmkeag should reach Jeffersonville some time 
to-morrow. I will keep them on patrol from Louisville to Madison, 
[Ind.], in case Morgan should attempt to cross above the falls. 

[Lz Roy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. | 


Extract from report * of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
operations of his command in the Ohio River. 


U. S. S. Moosz, 
Smithland, Ky., November 5, 1863. 

Sir: * * * After dividing the fleet with Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps [May 4th], I had left in my district six boats, the 
Lexington, Fairplay, Brilliant, St. Clair, Silver Lake, and Spring- 
rel. 
“ With these six boats I continued running supplies through to Gen- 
eral Rosecrans till the water became too low for navigation, about 
the first of June. ; 

I then sent the Leaington to Cairo for duty in the lower rivers, 
and sent the Fairplay and Silver Lake up the Ohio to patrol between 


* Complete report found in Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Navies in the War of the Rebellion, Vol. 23, p. 809, 
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Evansville, Ind., and Shawneetown; the Springfield to patrol from 
Evansville to Louisville; and the St. Clair and Brilliant to patrol 
from Smithland to Shawneetown. 

About this time, in compliance with your orders, I took charge of 
the upper Ohio River, and proceeded to Cincinnati to fit out and 
arrange the three boats at that place, the Moose, Reindeer, and Vic- 
tory. I had scarcely got them fitted out, and the crews on board, 
before they were called into active service. 

On the 8th of July news reached Cincinnati that Morgan had 
struck the Ohio River at Brandenburg, and had captured two steam- 
ers, the John T. McCombs and the Alice Dean. I got underway at 
once with the M/oose and Victory and moved down. 

I had just sent the Reindeer above to Parkersburg to assist the 
Naumkeag over the shoals, a few hours before I heard of Morgan. 
Before leaving Cincinnati, however, I telegraphed to Evansville for 
the /airplay and Silver Lake to move up the river at once. 

On reaching Louisville, I learned that it was not a mere detach- 
ment of Morgan’s forces that had struck the river, but his entire 
command, numbering something near six thousand men. Shoal as 
the water was, I pushed on over the falls without delay, with the 
two boats. 

At New Albany I found the Springfield just returned from below, 
and taking her in tow, pushed on down to Brandenburg, reaching 
there the 9th instant; but before I got there, Morgan had succeeded 
in getting across into Indiana and had moved off from the river. 

The Fairplay and Silver Lake also reached Brandenburg the same 
evening. 

The Springfield had the patrol from Louisville to Evansville, but 
the news was that Morgan was marching on Louisville; consequently 
the Springfield remained at Portland, | Ky.], at the foot of the canal. 

As soon as Acting Ensign-[Joseph] Watson got word that the enemy 
was on the river below, he at once moved down. While approaching 
the town of Brandenburg, he was fired on by heavy forces of infantry 
from the Indiana side, but did not stop to engage them. When 
within about a mile of the town, the enemy opened fire from a battery 
of two rifled guns on a high hill near the court-house and two other 
smaller guns lower down. 

There was also a gun planted on the Indiana side. He engaged 
these two guns on the hill for an hour and a half, firing deliberately, 
but apparently without success; he accordingly withdrew and lay 
a short distance above till two transports of infantry, about 500, 
arrived from Louisville; he then engaged the batteries again, but 
not being supported by the land forces, and being entirely alone 
on the water, he could not dislodge the enemy, and was consequently 
forced to retire the second time; this time he returned to Louisville 
to communicate with me, and to convoy back some steamers that had 
started down. 

Although the Springfield received no injury, her commanding 
officer did not deem it prudent to run the batteries alone for the 
purpose of trying to recapture the two steamers, as, by thus doing, 
he ran, himself, great risks of being disabled; besides, had he passed 
the battery in safety, his vessel had not the speed to catch either of 
the others. The rebels could have run them below and burned them 
before he could have come within reach, or had they been so dis- 
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posed, they could (protected as they were by large hogsheads of 
tobacco) have run him down, or boarded him with overwhelming 
numbers. I therefore think he acted very prudently in remaining 
above the batteries, where he had some little support from the trans- 
ports with the infantry on board. 

Not knowing which direction Morgan had taken, I sent the Fair- 
play and Silver Lake to patrol from Leavenworth, [Ind.], up to 
Brandenburg during the night, and the Victory and Springfield to 
patrol from Louisville down. 

Next morning, learning that Morgan was moving north, I sent the 
Springfield and Victory above Louisville, and followed soon after, 
myself. The Fairplay ‘and Silver Lake moved up to patrol between 
Louisville and Cannelton. 

The Victory and Springfield on their patrol above intercepted a 
portion of Morgan’s forces at Twelve-Mile Island, trying to get 
across to reinforce him. This force was reported to number 1,500. 
Out of this number 45 succeeded in getting across, 39 were held on 
the island and taken prisoners by infantry forces coming up after 
the gunboats, some few were drowned, and the rest driven back. 

The Reindeer and Nawmkeag having joined me, I now continued 
the chase, keeping as near on Morgan’s right flank as I possibly could; 
keeping boats both ahead and in his rear, guarding all the accessible 
fords. After reaching Cincinnati, Major-General Burnside sent an- 
other steamer with me, the M/agnolia, armed, and protected by cotton 
bales. I afterwards had the cotton removed from the Magnolia and 
placed on a lighter steamer, the Alleghany Belle. Pilot John Sebas- 
tian had command of this latter-mentioned steamer. 

With these six boats, the Moose, Reindeer, Victory, Springfield, 
Naumkeag, and Alleghany Belle, the chase was continued till its 
termination on the 19th of July. 

This might have been considered an extravagant use of boats, but 
the river was so low and fords so numerous that a less number might 
not have met with such a favorable result. 

At times Morgan would be, as it were, in the center of a circle, 
with the river running around him, so that by marching but a few 
miles in either direction he could strike some six or eight very good 
fords, while to run by river, these fords were nearly a day’s run 
apart; therefore, to prevent his crossing required a considerable 
number of boats, and they, too, had to be kept on the alert. 

During the night of the 18th of July, the boats were posted as 
follows: The Moose lay at the foot of Buffington Island, at Sand 
Creek Bar; the Reindeer was guarding Goose Island crossing; the 
Naumkeag was at Eight-Mile Island, guarding the ford; the Vic- 
tory and Springfield were guarding Pomeroy, Wolf’s Shoals, and 
Belleville crossing, my line at this time being necessarily about forty 
miles long to guard all the fords in Morgan’s reach. 

About 2 a. m., the 19th instant, I got underway and moved over 
Sand Creek Shoals, intending to move up close to the foot of the 
island, but a very dense fog setting in prevented me from getting 
quite as high up as I wished to. About 7 a. m. I heard musketry 
on my port bow and a little ahead. Thick as the fog was, I at once 
got up anchor, and, feeling the way up, managed to get into the 
shute between the island and the mainland. Getting fairly in the 
shute, the fog lifted, when I saw a portion of Morgan’s force coming 
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down the river just on the edge of the bank at full speed, as though 
they were making a charge. They had with them two pieces of 
artillery, which I think was their intention to place at the head 
of the shute, to prevent my getting through. I at once opened fire 
on this squad with the two bow guns, when they wheeled and took 
back up the river again. 

‘Pushing through as fast as possible, I got above the head of the 
island and nearly opposite the enemy’s left flank, when I again 
opened fire from the broadside guns. A few shell were thrown at 
us, but their aim was very bad; they either went over or burst short 
and a little ahead. They again broke and moved farther up the 
river. The next I saw of them, the head of their column came down 
a steep ravine and broke into the river. I threw one shell at the 
head of this column, which by this time had got nearly a third across; 
they immediately put back. I by this time had got so close upon 
them that they could not get back up the ravine again, but were 
compelled to take right up the beach, the bank being too steep for 
them to climb it here, nearly the entire force was moving in hasty 
retreat in a line leading directly from me, hemmed in by the high 
bank on one side and the river on the other. Finding our sheil and 
shrapnel too uncomfortable for them to keep this position, they 
broke in the greatest confusion, threw away their arms, abandoned 
their booty, and, leaving buggies, carriages, and two pieces of artil- 
lery standing on the beach, took to the woods. 

I could not land the steamer at this place, so I stopped long enough 
to send a boat on shore to take possession of the artillery, and leave 
direction for the steamer 7mperzal, which had been with me as a dis- 
patch boat, to haul the pieces farther down the river, and take them 
on board. 

Early in the morning the Alleghany Belle came up and joined me 
at the foot of Buffington, and in going through the shute, I directed 
pilot Sebastian to keep close to me, so that in case the Moose was 
disabled he could take hold of her and pull her out, or tow her 
through. 

The Alleghany Belle therefore opened fire on the enemy also, as 
soon as we got out of the shute where she had room to fire clear of us. 

Moving on up the river with the M/oose and the Alleghany Belle, 
followed by General Scammon’s forces on transports, we again fell 
in with another squad of about four or five hundred trying to cross. 
We shelled the most of them back, killing and drowning a good 
many, judging from the number of horses left standing in the river 
and on each shore, and the number of garments floating by us; some, 
however, about forty, succeeded in reaching the Virginia shore. 

Moving on up about fourteen miles above, we again saw another 
small squad, not to exceed thirty, break into the river and get across. 
The water was so shoal and swift that I was not able to get within 
reach of them, consequently did not fire. These rascals, after getting 
across, hid their horses in the brush, and creeping down a ravine 
filled with willows, awaited till we came up. Just as we were passing 
about twenty yards of them, they fired two volleys into us, but did but 
little damage, only wounding one man slightly on the Moose and one 
on the Alleghany Belle. Our starboard guns, not having been fired, 
were loaded with 1-second shrapnel; consequently they received a re- 
turn fire soon and with more effect than they anticipated, as nine out 
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of the number were left dead in the ravine; others must have been 
wounded and carried off. 

This was the last attempt the scattered rebels made to cross the 
river. All that were then left of them broke from the river and, 
headed by Morgan himself, made for the interior again. 

During the night of the 18th, General Scammon’s forces lay on the 
transports, tied up on the Virginia side, just below the foot of Buf- 
fington Island, and, I believe, landed in the morning and marched 
up that side of the river. He afterwards went up in company with 
the gunboats. 

I know nothing about the part Generals [H. M.] Judah, [E. H.] 
Hobson, and [J. M.] Shackleford took in the fight, nor the exact 
position of the enemy, as I was unable to see well over the top of the 
bank. I was told, though, that during the first part of the engage- 
ment, General Judah lost a fieldpiece, but afterwards regained it, 
and that the enemy formed in line of battle three times, each time 
with his right wing resting against the hills, and his left on the river. 

I was also told by prisoners taken that few shots were fired from 
Morgan’s batteries after we opened fire along their lines, and that 
they soon broke when we got on the left flank. 

I regretted, both for their sakes and my own, that the shape of 
the river was such as to have prevented the other boats from being 
there and engaging in the fight also. 

The river being very shoal and still falling, I was compelled to 
move below Buffington Island again that night. Next day I moved 
on down the river, leaving the Alleghany Belle above to patrol for a 
day or two longer. 

After convoying the transports and prisoners back to Cincinnati, 
I sent the Vawmkeag to Cairo for duty below, and after the Spring- 
field, Silver Lake, and Fairplay had undergone such repairs as were 
absolutely necessary, they were sent back to their regular patrols, 

The Springfield and St. Clair were ordered down the Mississippi 
on the 15th of September, and on the 21st of October, the entire 
division, with the exception of the Fairplay, started down for 
Smithland to convoy supplies again to the army of the Cumberland 
The Fairplay was left behind in consequence of the water being too 
shoal for her to get down the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi: Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Watson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Springfield, 
regarding engagement at Brandenburg, Ky. 


U. S. S. Sprrnerrexp, 
Off New Albany, July 9, 1863. 
Sir: I engaged John H. Morgan this morning at 9 o’clock at 


Brandenburg. I have been fighting nearly all day. He is crossing 
over to Indiana, He has 10,000 men and several pieces of heavy 
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artillery. He has his batteries planted at three places, command- 
ing the river. We will have to have boats below town to operate with 
me. He wants to hold that place until he recrosses. 
JosePH Watson, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrcu, 
No. 5, Kast Front. 


[Telegram. ] 


Carro, Itz., July 9, 1863. 
We have six gunboats on the Ohio, and will send others, if possible. 
At what point did Morgan cross, and where is it probable he will 


attempt to recross? 
A. M. Pennock, 


Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Governor Morton, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


General Order of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, for the protection 
of unarmed steamers in the Ohio River. 


GENERAL OrpER, U. S. S. Moossr, 
No.5. Off Brandenburg, Ky., July 10, 1863. 


For the present unarmed steamers must not run below Madison, 
Ind., without convoy. Gunboats will be in readiness to convoy from 
there down. 

Boats from Evansville will also receive convoy from Fredonia up, 
or, if necessary, from points lower down the river, and they must 
not run without it. 

LeRoy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


[Telegram, | 


CotumsBus, July 8, 1863. 

T have just received information by telegraph from General Burn- 
side, General Boyle, at Louisville, General Buford, at Cairo, and 
Colonel Martin, at Paducah, that the rebel Morgan has seized two 
steamers at Brandenburg, Ky., on the 7th instant, and gone down 
the river with part of his force. 

Please let me know what naval force you have ordered to meet 
Morgan, and especially how many gunboats are at present at Smith- 
land and Paducah, at the mouths of the Cumberland and Tennessee 
rivers, 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Fleet Captain Pennock, 
Commanding at Cairo. 
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[Telegram. ] 
Caro, July 9, 1863. 

{ received the news contained in your telegram yesterday after- 
noon from General Burnside and Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, 
commanding Ohio and Cumberland fleets. 

_ There are six gunboats above and below the captured boats, clos- 
ing in on them. Ram Monarch left for Smithland this morning. No 
boats at Paducah; one at or near Fort Heiman; three up the Ten- 
nessee, and two up the Cumberland. The positions of these boats 
may have to be changed to carry out certain combinations. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Brigadier-General Asgoru, 
Commanding District. 


[Telegram. ] 


[Cincrnnatt,] July 10, 1863. 

I think it advisable that there should be four boats above the falls 
between this city and Louisville and four below, kept constantly 
plying the river in the neighborhood of the points at which Morgan 
will be most likely to attempt to cross. Westport is said to be one 
place at which he may cross. One of the gunboats should be at Madi- 
son, where they can be in communication with this place. It would 
be well to order the two boats coming down from Gallipolis to those 
points; they can be joined by two more from your fleet. You, of 
course, know of the points that should be guarded below the falls. 
Send the two boats from below to Madison at once. 

A. E. Burwnstpe, 
Major-General. 
Commander LeRoy Fircn, 
Gunboat Moose, New Albany. 


(Commanding officer at New Albany will dispatch this at once.) 


{| Telegram.] 


Carro, Inu., July 10, 1868—1 a. m. 
Since my last dispatch to you we have gotten ready a gunboat 
heavily armed, and she will leave immediately to join the others. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Governor Morton, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the movements 
of Morgan. 


July 11—It seems to be the impression that Morgan is moving in 
two directions, the main body of his force moving up in the direction 
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of New Albany. I sent the Springfield and Victory above the falls 
this morning to keep up a patrol from Madison down, as I do not 
yet hear of the Reindeer and Nawmkeag having arrived. I will patrol 
from the foot of the falls down to Cannelton. 

The river is fordable at several points both above and below the 
falls; therefore, unless we can get word as to the probable point 
Morgan makes for, he can come in and ride across in less than an 
hour. However, I have to get word of him in time enough to enable 
me to meet him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, regarding operations of the 
U. S. steamers Springfield and Victory. 


U.S. S. Moose, 
Louisville, Ky., July 11, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that since closing my letter this 
morning, I came above the falls to intercept a guerrilla party re- 
ported to be on the river 12 miles above here, who were moving to 
join Morgan. The Springfield and Victory, in coming up the river 
this morning, met this gang and shelled them back; a few, 45, had 
already got across when the gunboats came along; they swam their 
horses; the remainder made a hasty retreat. Many who were just 
getting in the river at the time the boats came along, got a very 
severe shelling before they could get up the bank again. 

There were also some on Twelve-Mile Island, who, in their attempts 
to get back, were drowned, 

I have just returned from Twelve-Mile Island. The Springfield 
and Victory have gone on up hunting up flats and skiffs. 

Some of the party that got across are already captured. Their 
horses were fast giving out, and our cavalry from Jeffersonville were 
in close pursuit. It is expected that the entire party will be captured 
before dark. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—I have not yet heard from the Vawmkeag and Reindeer, but 
presume by their nonarrival here they are doing good service perhaps 
a little farther up the river. The whole river appears to be infested 
by guerrillas all at once. I expect there will be very lively times 
hee this summer. I am now in great hopes of being able to meet 

organ. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, referring to the operations 
of the U. S. steamers Springfield and Victory in the Ohio River. 


U.S. 8. Moos, 
Madison, Ind., July 12, 1863. 
Sir: In my letter of yesterday I mentioned the Springfield and 
Victory having cut off reinforcemnts attempting to cross the river 
to join Morgan. The force, as I learned to-day, amounted to 1,500; 
45, as I before mentioned, succeeded in getting over; some few, it is 
reported, were drowned, and 39 were held on the island and taken 
prisoners by infantry forces coming up on transports after the gun- 
boats; 40 horses were also captured. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Juxy 11, 1863—12:45 p. m. 
Dispatch received. Morgan is now supposed to be not far from 
Vernon. He may attempt to cross above Madison, or he may turn. 
and try to cross below Louisville. I will try to communicate to you 
all the information I get of his movements by telegraph. 
A. E. Burnsing, 
Major-General. 
Commander Lx Roy Fircu, 
Gunboat Moose, New Albany. 


[Telegram. ] 


New Arpany, July 11, 1863. 


Your telegram received. Two boats went above the falls this 
morning. Will do my utmost to intercept Morgan. Boat will be at 
Madison to receive dispatch. Two boats will be on constant patrol 
from Louisville to Carrollton., Please telegraph gunboat at Madison, 
also at New Albany, when you get word of Morgan’s whereabouts. 

Le Roy Fireu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


P. S—Gunboats above Louisville have just fallen in with and 
driven back some of Morgan’s men. Forty-five succeeded in getting 
across; the rest were driven back. Some of them were drowned. 
Morgan reported to be at or near Memphis, Ind. 


Major-General Burnsipr. 


[Telegram. ] 


JuLy 12, 1863. 


The following just received from General Love: 
VERNON, 12th. 


Arrived here 6 last night in time to answer Morgan’s second demand for 
the town to surrender. Sent him word my force was sufficient to hold the 
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iown. He said thirty minutes would open his artillery. Got the women and 
children out as fast as possible, and made the best disposition possible with our 
force and limited time. Expected an attack every minute till 2 o’clock, when 
information I believed to be reliable leads me to believe he declines a fight, 
and is hastening toward Madison. If so, he will reach the Ohio at Madison 
or vicinity about early dawn. I don’t think he can escape. Information 
looks as if his command was wearied out and he anxious about his escape. 


Love, General. 


It is possible that Morgan will try to get over above Madison. 
Please look to him there. 
A. E. Burnsiwg, 
Major-General. 
Commander Le Roy Fircu, 
New Albany. 


[Telegram., ] 
JULY 12, 1863. 

I request you to move to Lawrenceburg at once to protect that 
place and Aurora. It is more than likely that Morgan will try to 
cross near one of these places. Report to me at Lawrenceburg. I 
will have a telegraph operator up all night. Don’t fail to move at 
once. Acknowledge this. When will you be at Louisville? 

A. E. Burnsipg, 
Major-General. 
CoMMANDING OFfFricer, 
Gunboat Springfield. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Crnotnnatl, July 13, 1863. 
Was my telegram of 11th from Louisville received? Have been 
following up on Morgan’s right flank, as near as I can judge of his 
position. Think I have prevented him from striking the river; he 
intended to. Springfield and Victory interrupted 1,500 of his rein- 
forcements at T'welve-Mile Island; 45 got across, 39 were captured, 
also 40 horses; rest retreated back; my report by mail. : 
Le Roy Frrcn, 


| Lieutenant-Commander. 
A. M. Pennock (for the admiral). 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. §. Navy, regarding movements in the 


Ohio River. 
U. 8S. S. Mooss, 
Aurora, Ind., July 13, 1863. 

Sm: Since my second letter of the 11th, I have been following up 
the river trying to keep on Morgan’s right, as it is reported he is 
moving to the northward and eastward. At last accounts he was 
making to strike the river at this point, but he is now reported to be 
15 miles back and making still to the north. 

_It seems almost impossible to get any positive information as to 
his exact locality or movements, yet I will do my best to catch him 
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when he strikes the river. At Madison yesterday I got more posi- 
tive information from Lieutenant-Commander George Brown than 
any place yet during the chase. 

Fearing that he might aim to strike the river between here and 
Cincinnati, or perhaps at Cincinnati, I will move on up in that direc- 
tion with this vessel and the Springfield. I will leave the Victory 
and feindeer between this place and Lawrenceburg, about 4 miles 
above. The Vauwmkeag I left last night at Madison, with the steamer 
Union, fitted up with hay bales, and under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Commander George Brown. 

If Morgan should make a retrograde movement and strike at 
Madison, or hit the-river either a short distance above or below, I 
trust to these two boats to check him. The two boats at Aurora can 
also operate above or below according to where he may be. 

Should Cincinnati be threatened, they, together with the land 
forces, will at once be notified by dispatch bearers, as I am informed 
that telegraphic communication is cut off. 

Should I find Cincinnati safe, I will, unless I can get some more 
positive information, take a coal barge (five or six hundred bushels) 
in tow and return down the river at once. 

No steamers are permitted to run below Cincinnati unless properly 
armed and in Government employ. All flats, skiffs, or scows that we 
could find have been destroyed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Acting Rear-Rdmiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—My object in pushing on up so rapidly is to destroy flats 
in his front. I have been informed by those who ought to know 
that he is so closely pursued behind and on each flank that he must 
take the river in his front if he takes it at all. 

Very respectfully, 
LeRoy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


[Telegram. ] 


New Atpany, July 14, 1863. 
(Received 15th.) 
Naumkeag over the shoals. Will want her here for patrol above 
Louisville for a few days. Do not think Morgan can escape. Have 
seven boats on patrol from Madison to Carrollton. Had five boats 
at Brandenburg 9th, but he had gone. 
LeRoy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock. 


P. 8.— Springfield and Victory just fell in with a portion of Mor- 
gan’s men trying to cross at Twelve-Mile Island. Drove them back, 
all but a few that had already crossed; drowned some of them. 
Cavalry from Jeffersonville in hot pursuit; will likely get them all 
before dark. 
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Portsmouth, July 15, 1863—5.30 p. m. 
(Via Maysville, 16th, 12.35 a. m.) 
* * * * * * * 

I have requested Captain Fitch to move immediately with the gun- 
boats to Pomeroy and Gallipolis. I sent up boats to Colonel White, 
directing him to ship cavalry and a little infantry, and send up, under 
convoy of the gunboats, to Gallipolis or Pomeroy, as may be directed. 

H. M. Jupau, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major-General Burnsine. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Cincinnati, July 16, 1863. 
There are three gunboats at Louisville which I would like to have 
here, if they are not needed below, to assist in patrolling the river, 
to prevent Morgan from crossing. Can I have them sent up at once? 

A. KE. Burnsipr, 
Major-General. 
Commodore Pennock, 
Commanding Squadron at Cairo, Lil. 


[Telegram. ] 
JuLy 16, 1863. 

I trust to you to check the enemy at Pomeroy and Buffington Island 
until our men get up. There is a force of our men and two pieces of 
artillery at Buffington. Captain Sebastian’s boat is, of course, sub- 
ject to your order. I am sure you will not allow them to cross if you 
can prevent it. Captain Sebastian should be started at once. 

A. E. Burnsing, 
Major-General. 
Captain Fire, 
Commanding Fleet, Pomeroy. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Burn- 
side, U. S. Army, regarding the movements of Morgan’s forces. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Off Manchester, July 16, 1863. 
Srr: As well as I can judge, Morgan is still moving on to the 
eastward. It is reported that a portion of his command camped 
last night at or a little beyond West Union. Some of his men were 
in Georgetown yesterday, and drove in the Ripley pickets, but would 
not attempt the town. I was in hopes that General Manson would, 
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on his arrival at Maysville, move out on the road to Decatur, and 
intercept or force him on to the river at Ripley. I could have 
held him there for a week. The prospects now look rather dubious. 
He is said to be making for the mountains, and, I fear, will make 
through and strike some point on the river beyond our reach, as the 
water is now falling very rapidly. Are there no forces at Chilli- 
cothe that can force him on to the river before he gets too high 
up? If there is telegraphic communication at Portsmouth, please 
let me know what prospect there is of his forward movement by 
land being checked. If I can get him on the river in my reach, I 
can prevent his crossing. I trust we shall be able to keep the run 
of him, yet I find it-now becoming very difficult. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LeRoy Frreu, 
Commanding Gunboats. 


AmMBrROSE E. BuRNSIDE, 
Commanding the Department of the Ohio. 


[Telegram. ] 
Juty 17, 1863. 
Have all your available forces out at once and prevent a crossing 
until the gunboats and troops get up. They will be up soon. 
A. E. Burnspe, 
Major-General, 
Hamitton Gray. 
Maysville. 


(Telegram. ] 


Cincinnati, July 16 (17 ?), 1863. 
I will not need the gunboats asked for yesterday. _ 
A. E. Burnsipt, 
Major-General. 
Commodore Pennock, 
Cairo. 


[Telegram. ] 
Crncinnatt, July 17, 1863. 
You will carry the following information to General Manson and 
Commander Fitch, and send copies, if possible, by couriers, to Gen- 
erals Hobson and Judah: 


Instruct gunboats to keep sharp lookout at Portsmouth and other places 
where steamboats are lying, to prevent capture. 


A. E. Burwnsipz, 
Major-General. 


Commanprne Orricer, Dispatch boat at Maysville, Ky. 
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[Telegram. ] 


Carro, Iuu., July 21, 1863-3 a. m. 


Since Morgan crossed into Indiana Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy 
Fitch, with the gunboats under his command, has been constantly 
following him up the Ohio River. He has prevented him from 
crossing at several points and has at last engaged him with great 
success. I have just received the following telegram: 

U. 8S. S. Mooss, 
Above Buffington Island, Ohio River, July 19, 1863. 


After chasing Morgan nearly 500 miles, I at last met him on the river at 
this point. I engaged and drove him back, capturing two pieces of his artillery. 
He abandoned rest to General Judah. His forces broke in confusion from the 
banks and left his wagon train, many horses, and small arms in my possession. 
General Judah is now in pursuit of the remnant of his forces. Since writing 
the above, I followed further on up the river, met another portion of his forces, 
fording, 14 miles above. Shelled and drove most of them back, killed several; 
25 or 80 men wounded; captured 15 or 20 more horses. I have but 2 men 
wounded slightly; shoal and very swift water has been much to my disadvan- 
tage to-day; must move below Buffington to-night in consequence of falling 
water. Our shell and shrapnel created great confusion in the rebel ranks, 
killing and wounding many. 

LeRoy FuircH, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. PoRTER, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Vicksburg. 
(Care Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock, Cairo.) 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain, and Commandant Station. 


Hon. Gipreon WELLES. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding engagement 
above Buffington Island. 


U.S. S. Moose, 
Buffington Island, July 19, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to state that since my last reports regarding 
Morgan, I have followed on up the river, keeping on his right. 

In some instances I was compelled to get out warps to get over falls, 
shoals, and swift water, but I had determined to cut him off at all 
hazards. This morning I had the good fortune to intercept him just 
above this island, making for the river and attempting to ford. I at 
once engaged him, drove him from the banks, and captured two 
pieces of his artillery, a portion of his baggage train, horses, small 
arms, etc. During this time General Judah was pressing on his rear. 

He did not engage us over an hour, when his forces broke in the 
utmost confusion, throwing away their arms and clothing and taking 
to the hills. A portion, however, moved up along the bank in hasty 
retreat, but I followed them so closely that they soon broke and dis- 
appeared up the ravines and over the hills, In this column moving 
up along the bank were several buggies and carriages, which were 
abandoned to us. One of the carriages, in which Morgan was said to 
be riding, was upset by one of our shell, and both horses disabled. 
The road along the bank was literally strewn with his plunder, such 
as cloth, boots, shoes, small arms, and the like, but I had not time to 
land and take possession of these things, as I wished to keep on up 
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the river with the remnant of his scattered band, knowing that Gen- 
eral Judah would look out for those left in the rear. About 15 miles 
above this point, I again fell in with another portion of his forces 
fording; the current was so very swift and the channel so narrow, 
that it was some time before I could get within range of them. As 
soon as possible I opened fire on them, killing 2 and causing many 
of the horses to leave their riders in the water. Some had already 
got across, but many put back and again took up the river. It was 
reported afterwards that some 25 or 30 were drowned. I left stand- 
ing on both banks some 15 or 20 horses without riders, but had not 
time to stop for them. Pushing on up the river, I again saw another 
squad of some 25 or 30 crossing, but could not, in consequence of ver 

shoal and swift water, get within range of them till they had crossed. 

Having reached as high as it was safe for me to venture at this 
stage of water, and the river still falling, I dropped down below 
Buffington Island, where I will remain till morning, and then pro- 
ceed below Letart Falls. 

Although I could get but two vessels (the Moose and Alleghany 
Belle) in the engagement to-day, owing to the numerous shoals and 
shape of the river, yet I can testify to the energetic, prompt, and 
efficient part the officers and crews of the steamers Reindeer, Nawm- 
keag, Victory, and Springfield took in the chase. The officers and 
crew of this vessel and the Alleghany Belle acted in the most com- 
mendable manner, and although many of them had never before been 
under fire, they did their duty well. 

I know not the number of killed, wounded, and prisoners, but am 
told the enemy suffered severely, and that nearly the entire force was 
captured, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Assistant Surgeon Thorp, U. S. Navy, regarding casualties on 
the U. 8. 8. Moose. 
U.S. S. Mooss, 
Buffington Island, July 19, 1563. 
Str: I have the honor to report the following casualties during 
the engagement with General Morgan’s forces of to-day: 
John Napenberger, seaman, of this vessel, slightly, through the 
arm, from a buckshot. 
A deckhand on board the steamer Alleghany Belle, flesh wound 
through the glutaeus muscles of right hip, from a Minié ball. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ABNER THORP, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Navy. 


Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fircn, 
Commanding Gunboat, 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, naming the steamers which 
operated in the Ohio River. 


U. S. S. Mooss, 
Buffixgton Island, July 19, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to state that during the exciting chase after 
General Morgan which terminated to-day, I have had six steamers, 
the Moose, Reindeer, Victory, Springfield, Naumkeag, and Alleghany 
Belle. The latter was fitted up by General Burnside with cotton 
around her boilers, and mounted a rifled Parrott. 

Although this may seem an extravagant use of boats, it was not 
more than was absolutely necessary. The shape of the river is such, 
and fords or crossings are so numerous, that a less number could 
not well have done the work. Not knowing Morgan’s exact moves, 
I have been compelled to patrol the river a long distance both ahead 
and behind him. Many places he has been in large bends in the 
tiver, where by marching 4 or 5 miles he could have struck several 
fords, which, by water, would perhaps be 15 or 20 miles apart. All 
these fords in the rear, ahead, and intermediate had to be guarded. 
Yesterday he threatened Pomeroy; after passing there a few miles 
he threw himself into a position where, by marching not over 10 
miles, he could strike the river at four different fords, the two ex- 
tremes being by river nearly 40 miles apart. This is the reason that 
T had but two boats to engage him to-day, the boats being distributed 
guarding the different fords between here and 8 miles below Pome- 
roy; besides, the Springfield, Reindeer, and Naumkeag could not 
stem the current over Letart Falls and at many other points above. 
The Reindeer was 4 miles below me guarding a very good ford which 
I did not think prudent to leave open. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircw, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Burnside, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. 8. Navy, commending Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy. 


Crnotnnatt, July 31, 1863. 

Srr: It affords me great pleasure to bear testimony to the efficient 
services performed by the gunboats of the Upper Ohio Squadren, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, in the 
pursuit of the rebels under General John H. Morgan. Too much 
praise can not be awarded the naval department at this place for the 
promptness and energy manifested in this movement. I would also 
gladly bear testimony to the faultless and efficient services of Acting 
Master A. S. Bowen, whose hearty and energetic cooperation in this 
pursuit and, in fact, every movement of his connected with the Navy 
since I first assumed command of this department, has been attended 
with most beneficial results. The brilliant success which has at- 
tended the joint operations of the Army and Navy in this movement 
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gives abundant evidence of the good feeling between these two effi- 
cient arms of the service, and promises much for the future success 
of all such operations. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. Burnsipg, 
Major-General. 
Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Fleet, care Commander Pennock. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Cox, U. §. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Ms S. Navy, commending the services of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. 
avy. 
: Crneoinnatt, Onto, July 31, 1863. 
Srr: I take pleasure in stating officially the high appreciation I 
have of the services of the gunboats of the Upper Ohio Squadron, 
commanded by Lieutenant LeRoy Fitch, during the late operations 
against the force of the rebel General Morgan. The activity and 
energy with which the squadron was used to prevent the enemy re- 
crossing the Ohio, and to assist in his capture, was worthy of the 
highest praise. I also am glad to have the opportunity of acknowl- 
edging the valuable services rendered by Acting Master A. S. Bowen, 
in charge of the naval rendezvous here, whose zeal in every work 
which could make the Navy efficient in its cooperation with our 
troops, has been most beneficial to the united service. The mutual 
good understanding thus shown promises much for the success of all 
future joint operations. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.D Cox, 
Brigadier-General. 
Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, care Commander Pennock. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Burn- 
side, U. S. Army, acknowledging expressions of commendation for Lieutenant- 
Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy. 


U. S. Mississrppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, August 10, 1863. 
GENERAL: I received two communications, one from yourself and 
one from Brigadier-General Cox, speaking in favorable terms of the 
conduct of Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch in cooperating with 
you. I am pleased, sir, that those under my command should be of 
service to the Army, and JI am sure that they will never fail to be 
so from want of inclination. I appreciate highly the compliment to 
Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, coming from yourself, as I also appre- 
ciate the delicate courtesy by which your intercourse with the Navy 
has been characterized always. _ | 
I remain, general, with sincere respect, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Major-General A. E. Burnsipr, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
51246°—n w R—vou 25—12——_17 
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Letter of commendation from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Fitch, U. 8. Navy. 


Navy DepartMeEnt, July 27, 1563. 


Sie: Since your attachment to the Mississippi Squadron it has been 
gratifying to the Department to observe the commendable zeal, as 
shown by reports to it, displayed by you in the execution of the 
duties with which you were intrusted. 

In affording convoy on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, in 
punishing and dispersing the guerrilla bands which infested banks 
of those streams, and in your timely and important assistance to the 
garrison at Fort Donelson when attacked on the 3d of February last 
by the rebels under General Wheeler and others, you have acted with 
promptness and reflected credit on the naval service. 

Your recent pursuit of the flyimg guerrilla Morgan, following 
him upwards of 500 miles, intercepting him and frustrating him 
in his attempt to recross the Ohio, capturing his train, a portion of 
his guns, and routing his band, all of which materially crippled his 
strength and led to his final capture, gives additional evidence of 
your zeal and ability and reflects additional credit on the service and 
yourself. 

The Department takes pleasure in expressing its appreciation of 
your meritorious services, and thanks you and those under your com- 
mand for your many blows to the rebellion and active measures for 
the perpetuation of the Union. 

Very respectfully, etc., Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fircn, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding U. 8S. 8. Moose, Mississippi Squadron. 


Extract from report of Major-General Burnside, U. S. Army. 


New Yorn, Vovember 13, 1863. 
_Srr: J have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the Department of the Ohio during the time I was in com- 
mand: 
* ES * * * * * 


Preparations were still continued, in the hope of being able to spare 
sufficient force to go into East Tennessee, but they were disturbed 
by the ale of the rebel General John H. Morgan, with a large 
cavalry force, which he had crossed at and near Burkesville, on the 
Cumberland River, about the Ist of July, and was moving in the 
direction of Columbia. 

Immediate dispositions of all the troops were made, with a view to 
checking the advance of the enemy. He moved with great rapidity, 
destroying railroads and telegraph lines, so that our means of ascer- 
taining his movements were necessarily much restricted. 

General Hartsuff at once ordered all his available forces in pursuit. 

_Morgan’s command passed through Columbia, and moved in direc- 
tion of Lebanon, reaching Green River on the 4th of July, where he 
was met by Colonel O. H. Moore, with four companies of the Twenty- 
fifth Michigan, who were guarding the ford. He demanded the sur- 
render of this force, but Moore replied that “ the 4th of July was not 
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the day for United States troops to surrender.” Soon after, the 
enemy charged his position, but were repulsed with great loss. 

Morgan then passed round this position, and moved to Lebanon, 
where he captured a force under command of Colonel Hanson, after 
a desperate fight. He then passed on in the direction of Louisville, 
but before reaching that place, turned to the left and struck the 
Ohio River, where he seized some steamers and crossed into Indiana 
before our forces could overtake him. Generals Hobson, Judah, and 
Carter, and Colonel Wolford were now in pursuit, with parts of 
their divisions. 

The enemy passed .through the southern portions of Indiana and 
Ohio without serious resistance until he reached the Ohio River, near 
Buffington Island. Our cavalry, under General Hobson, was kept 
ir. constant pursuit, and all necessary dispositions were made of the 
militia forces of Indiana and Ohio to prevent his striking important 
points and destroying depots of supplies. General Boyle was di- 
rected to send General Judah’s command up the Ohio River by steam- 
ers to Portsmouth, thence up the Scioto, and prevent the enemy from 
crossing until Hobson’s force could overtake him. 

The gunboats, under Captain LeRoy Fitch, patrolled the Ohio 
River, to prevent the crossing into Kentucky. He succeeded, how- 
ever, In crossing the Scioto before Judah’s forces got into position. 
When he approached the river at Buffington Island, where he in- 
tended to cross, our forces were close upon him, and the gunboats 
were in positions to prevent his crossing. He was forced to fight and 
the combined forces, under Generals Hobson and Judah, together 
with the gunboats under Captain Fitch, succeeded in capturing at 
least two-thirds of his forces, and all his artillery and supplies. Mor- 
gan himself escaped, and turned back from the river with the rem- 
nant of his men, but was closely followed by General Shackelford, 
with about 500 men of Hobson’s command. * * * Soon after 
which General Shackleford came up, when Morgan surrendered the 
remainder of his command. The prisoners, together with those pre- 
viously captured, were in all about 3,000. 

* * * * * *k * 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. E. Burnsipr, 
Late Major-General. 
ApguTANT-GENERAL U. S. Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


[ Telegram. ] 
CotumBus, July 9, 1863. 
Genera: I do not anticipate any danger to Cairo at present from 
Morgan’s raid. I requested General Burnside yesterday to complete 
the number of 800 men promised for Cairo. Meanwhile, I will closely 
watch events and act promptly whenever requested. i 
I have telegraphed to Captain Pennock. Please confer with him. 
ASBoTH, 
Brigadier-General. 
General Burorp, 
Commanding Cairo. 
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Letter from Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, 
to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, regarding immediate 
SErVICE. 

Heapquarters Mississrppt Marine Bricape, 
Flagship Autocrat, Young’s Point, July 9, 1863. 
ApmiraL: I have this moment received your communication of 
this date. I am all ready to start, and will leave in an hour. I will 
make diligent enquiry for the enemy, and do all I can with my little 
force to harass and annoy him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. ELet, 
Brigadier-General. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U.S: Navy. ” 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8S. Benton to 
proceed to Red River. 

U. S. Missrssippr SquaprRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, July 9, 1863. 
Sir: You will proceed without delay to the mouth of Red River, 
where you will remain until further orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding U. S. 8. Benton, off Vicksburg. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Benton, 
regarding 9-inch gun. 

U. S. Misstssrepr SquaprRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, July 9, 1863. 
Sir: When the Forest Rose arrives at Red River, you will take 
that 9-inch gun on board the Benton. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding U.S. S. Benton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding co- 
operative movement to New Madrid, Mo., and referring to attack 
upon Helena, Ark. 

U.S. Ironctap Ram Easrrort, 
Helena, July 10, 1863. 
Sm: I sent my last report when on my way to New Madrid to co- 
operate in a proposed movement from that place. General Schofield 
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had ordered General Davidson, commanding U. S. forces S. E. Mis- 
souri, to march from Pilot Knob by way of Crowley’s Ridge toward 
Jacksonport to menace General Price, while a force at the proper 
time should leave New Madrid by the river, establish a base and 
depot for General Davidson at Osceola. This force, also, in case Gen- 
eral Price should establish himself with batteries at any point upon 
the river, was to cooperate with the gunboats in clearing him out. 
IT had felt uneasy about Helena, but I called upon General Hurlbut, 
who assured me that Price’s movements were known and that he 
(General Hurlbut) did not think an attack upon Helena was con- 
templated by the enemy; on the contrary, that he was bound to Mil- 
liken’s Bend. Yet, at that moment, he was on the eve of an attack 
upon Helena, and General Prentiss, at least, had known of the rebel 
approach some days. In consequence, I turned upstream. I have 
already reported the part taken by the 7yler, and recounted the 
service rendered. The garrison was too weak to resist the rebel force 
without the assistance of her good battery, efficiently served. As the 
enemy was repulsed with a loss of near 3,000 men, our force proved 
to be sufficient ; but I can not feel altogether satisfied that a jealousy 
said to exist between the commanding generals should interfere with 
a common interchange of knowledge of the enemy’s movements to 
such an extent as to needlessly peril great military interests. 

When [I arrived at New Madrid on the 5th July, nothing had been 
heard of General Davidson, although he had left Pilot Knob ten days 
before. The next day received dispatches from Captain Prichett and 
hurried down to this place. The Covington reached here soon after 
the fight, and the Hastings the next morning. A renewal of the at- 
tack was expected. General [J. R.] Chalmers was to have cooperated 
with General Holmes in the attack, by bringing four 32-pounder 
siege guns to the Mississippi side of the river. This program failed. 

I enclose the maps of the river with the entries upon them directed 
by you. Till the Queen City and Paw Paw are down, the Linden 
will be alone between White River and Helena, and the Covington 
between Helena and Memphis, both distances being 90 miles each. 
The 7yler can not carry steam for cruising, and the Bragg is under- 
going repairs. When the Paw Paw comes down she can relieve the 
Tyler and cruise between here and Walnut Bend, while the Queen 
City takes her station between Island [No.] 66 and White River. 
The Hastings requires considerable repairs, and I have thought it 
best to place her near Memphis, in readiness for the first moment 
when she can be spared. 

In the matter of the investigations ordered by you, I would remark 
that what little I have heard gives me the impression that Acting 
. [Volunteer] Lieutenant Commanding Lord will be able to give satis- 
factory reasons for his conduct. I shall have an opportunity within 
two days to make the investigation in that case, as well as the one on 
board the Hastings. I only refer to the former now to state that the 
impressions I had received were such that I had not deemed it a duty 
to report the matter to you. 

I shall leave the Hastport here for the present. Our scouts are so 
badly organized that I feel little reliance upon reports of the enemy’s 
movements. That he has retired to some distance with most of his 
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force seems certain, but three regiments were yesterday reported 
within 5 miles of this post. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient seitvalit 
S. L. Pers, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General Orders Nos. 66, 67, and 69 have not reached me. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
certain vessels of his division. 


U. S. Ironcuap Ram Eastrort, 
Helena, July 11, 1863. 

Str: I have been down to White River with the Covington. I 
went up White River. to the Cut-off and found both that river and 
the Arkansas to be at a high stage. 

The Juliet, lying at the mouth of White River, will have to be 
towed to Memphis for repairs as soon as another boat can be found 
to take her place. The Linden also needs repairs of machinery. 
She is the only vessel between this post and White River. The 
Curlew and Marmora, both of which I expected to find, are, I am 
told, at Cypress Bend. Both the Juliet and Linden are in good 
order, save machinery, and the crew of the former is very healthy. 
The H astings has a good deal of sickness on board. 

All has been quiet along the river. 

I am, respectfully, \ vour obedient servant, 
S. L. PHExes, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Ad- 
miral Porter, U.S. Navy, regarding expedition for seizure of cattle, 
and requesting convoy of gunboats. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 11, 1863. 
Avira: Colonel [T. Kilby] Smith, who has just returned from 
Port Hudson, reports that a large number of cattle are now col- 
lected at Natchez, intended for the rebel army on this side of the 
river. I have just ordered a proper military force to bring the 
cattle for our own use. My troops will probably be ready to “start 
in the morning. I am also sending a number of steamers, coal, and 
forage, called “for by General Banks. Among the many calls made 
for gunboats, will it be possible for you to furnish a conv oy for this? 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 
U.S. Grant. 
Admiral Davin D, Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Expedition commanded by Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. 
Navy, in the Black, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, resulting in cap- 
ture of four vessels and military stores, July 12-20, 1863. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


U. S. Mississrppr Squapron, Firacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 18, 1863. 

Srr: I have the honor to inform you that the expedition I sent 
into the Red River region proved very successful. Ascending the 
‘ Black and the Tensas rivers (running parallel with the Mississippi), 
Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge made the head of navigation— 
Tensas Lake and Bayou Macon—380 miles above Vicksburg and 
within 5 or 6 miles of the Mississippi River. 

The enemy were taken completely by surprise, not expecting such 
a force in such a quarter. The rebel troops that have ascended to 
that region will be obliged to move farther back from the river, 
if not go away altogether. Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge divided 
his forces on finding that the transports which had been carrying 
stores to Walker’s army had escaped up some of the narrow streams. 
He sent the Manitou and Rattler up the Little Red River (a small 
tributary of the Black) and the Forest Rose and Petrel up the 
Tensas. The night was dark, and raining very hard, and the 
Manitou and Rattler succeeded in capturing the rebel steamer Lowis- 
ville, one of the largest and perhaps the best steamer now in Western 
waters. Up the Tensas, or one of its tributaries, the Forest Rose 
and Petrel captured the steamer Hlméra, loaded with stores, sugar, 
and ram for the rebel army. 

Finding that the steamers which had convoyed General Walker’s 
army had returned up the Washita [Ouachita], the expedition 
started up that river and came suddenly upon two rebel steamers, 
but the rebels set them on fire, and they were consumed so rapidly 
that their names could not be ascertained. One steamer loaded with 
ammunition escaped above the fort at Harrisonburg, which is a 
very strong work and unassailable with wooden gunboats. It is on 
an elevation over 100 feet high, which elevation covers what water 
batteries of heavy guns there are. 

Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge was fortunate enough, however, 
to hear of a large quantity of ammunition that had lately been 
hauled from Natchez and deposited at or near Trinity (nearly due 
west of Natchez) and from whence stores, provisions, cattle, guns, 
and ammunition are transported. 

He captured 15,000 rounds of smoothbore ammunition, 1,000 rounds 
of Enfield rifle, and 224 rounds of fixed ammunition for guns; a 
rifled 30-pounder Parrott gun carriage, 52 hogsheads of sugar, 10 
puncheons of rum, 9 barrels flour, 50 barrels of salt, all belonging to 
the Confederate Government. At the same time he heard of a large 
amount of ammunition that had started from Natchez for Trinity 
and was lying in wagons on the road halfway across. He dispatched 
a boat around to inform me of it, but General Ransom, who had 
landed a few days before at Natchez, learning of it, also sent a de- 
tachment of cavalry and captured the whole; thus Walker’s army is 
left almost without ammunition. 
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The officers and men have shown great energy on this expedition, 
and have met with no mishaps. They procured a good deal of in- 
formation, by which future movements will be regulated. 

The people in the whole of that section are very hostile to the 
Government—rank rebels. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davip D. Porrsr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy. 


U.S. S. Conzstoea, 
Trinity, La., July 15, 1863. 

Sm: Agreeably to your orders I left Vicksburg Friday morning, 
in company with the gunboats Forest Rose, Captain Brown; J/ani- 
tou, Captain Pearce; Petrel, Captain Kendrick; and Curlew, Captain 
Turner, and arrived off Red River at noon. Proceeded to Port Hud- 
son with dispatches, and returned in time to leave at 5 a. m. Sunday. 
By using great expedition we arrived at this point 8 p. m. of the 
same day. The intelligence of our arrival only preceded us half 
an hour, enabling however, two steamers, the Dr. Beatty and Nelson, 
to make their escape to the guns of the fort at Harrisonburg. 

Receiving information of a large quantity of ammunition just 
hauled from Natchez, I succeeded in capturing it. 

At daylight Monday I sent the A/aniétou and Rattler up the Little 
Red River, a small tributary of the Black, and the Y’ovest Rose and 
Petrel up the Tensas. 

The former returned at noon, bringing as a prize the large steamer 
Louisville, one of the finest of the Mississippi packets. 

The Forest Rose captured the stern-wheel steamer E7mira. 

I proceeded in the Rattler 60 miles up the Tensas, to Tensas Lake, 
the head of navigation. Found that the steamers which had con- 
veyed General Walker and his troops had returned up the Washita 
[Ouachita], and that there were no steamers concealed up this 
stream. 

The result of the expedition is the capture of the steamers Lowis- 
ville and Hlmira, 2 small steamers burned, 15,000 rounds smoothbore 
ammunition, 1,000 rounds Enfield, ditto, 20 rounds 12-pounder shell 
fixed, 56 rounds 6 pounder canister fixed, 98 rounds 6 pounder shells 
fixed, 50 Parrott shell, 1 field carriage, 30-pounder Parrott, 40 hogs- 
heads of sugar, 10 puncheons rum, and 9 barrels of flour, belonging 
to Confederate Government. Destroyed 50 barrels salt and 12 hogs- 
heads of sugar. 
ee at Trinity a very large sawmill, with some 30,000 feet: of 
umber. 

Our appearance was so unexpected, that the people were com- 
pletely panic stricken. We found an immense quantity of cotton 
in ginhouses and on the banks, but the military are now burning 
it in every direction. 
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Little or no Union feeling has manifested itself, except amongst 
the poorer classes. ; 

In conclusion, it gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the zeal, 
energy, and promptitude with which the commanders, without ex- 
ception, carried out my orders, to which we are indebted for the 
successful termination. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrnr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Ken- 
drick, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Petrel, regarding prize steamers 


Louisville and Elmira, 
U. 8. S. Conzsroga, 
Trinity, La. July 15, [1863.] 
Sir: You will take under your charge the prize steamers Lowis- 
ville and Elmira and proceed with all dispatch to Admiral Porter. 
Upon arriving at Red River, you will ask permission of the senior 
officer commanding to take aboard what coal [is] necessary to carry 
you to Vicksburg. 
Very'respectfully, your obedient servant. 
; Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Master C. S. Kenpricx, 
Commanding Petrel. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge. U. §. Navy, regarding the disposition 
of steamers Louisville and Elmira. 


U. S. S. Conzsroea, 
Trinity, La., July 15, 1863. 
Str: I have dispatched the Petre/ in charge of the prize steamers 
Louisville and Elmira, with orders to report to you with all dispatch. 
I shall be at the mouth of Black River Thursday, where I shall 
await your orders. 
We are all well. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos O. SELrrince, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Dayvip D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, transmitting appraisal of steamer 
Louisville, captured by the U. S. S. Manitou. 


No. 72.] Orricr Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., August 6, 1863. 


Sir: In compliance with your order of the 27th ultimo to Rear- 
Admiral D, D. Porter, the prize steamer Louisville has been ap- 
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praised and will be taken into the service. I have the honor to in- 
close a copy of the appraisal. 
The U. 8. attorney has been notified that the vessel will be taken 
for the use of the Government, and informed of the amount of the 
appraisement. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennocx, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


[Enclosure.] 


U. S. Nava Sration, 
Cairo, Lll., August 4, 1863. 
Sir: Agreeably to your request of to-day’s date, we have carefully 
examined the captured steamer Louisville, her tackle, furniture, and 
apparel, and we estimate her value, with all the appointments afore- 
said, at $68,000. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
Epwarp M. Yarp. 
Davin HIner. 
W. P. Hatiipay. 
Captain A. M. Pennocr, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Extracts from log of the U. S. S. Conestoga, Lieutenant-Commander Thomas 0. 
Selfridge, commanding. 


July 11, 1863,—At 3 a.m. got underway and proceeded down (the 
river) with the gunboats in company. Lying at the bank opposite 
Red River mouth. Made signals to the fleet. The gunboats Mani- 
tou, Forest Rose, Petrel, and Curlew made fast to the bank astern. 
At 12:45 the ironclad Benton came down the river and anchored. 
At 1:30 cast off from the barges and proceeded down the river. At 
4:30 p.m. spoke gunboat Sachem, off Bayou Sara; delivered our dis- 
patches to her and returned up river. At 5:40 p. m. signaled the 
steamer Pattler. Captain came on board with dispatches, General 
Banks’ aid, and a Tensas River pilot. We then headed down river 
for Port Hudson. At 7:40 p. m. landed general’s aid at Port Hud- 
son and immediately proceeded up river. 

July 12—At 2:30 a. m. arrived at bank opposite mouth of Red 
River; commenced coaling. At 4:45 a. m. finished coaling; signaled 
to fleet to prepare to get underway. At 6:25 a. m. whole fleet under- 
way. At 7 a. m. entered mouth of Red River. At 7:45 a. m. left 
with whole fleet for up river, viz, Manitou, Petrel, Rattler, Forest 
Rose, and Curlew, At 8:45 a. m. called together and stationed a 
crew at our 100-pounder Parrott in scow alongside. At 9 a. m. went 
to quarters. At 9:80 a.m. Divine service and general muster. At 
12:45 p. m. running up Black River in company with our consorts. 
At 5:10 p. m. passed a small steamboat on fire. At 5:20 received 
information from the Forest Rose of steamers ahead. Took gun 
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scow and sent Morest Rose in chase. At 7 made fast to the bank off 
Sees At 8:30 p. m. sent armed boat’s crew away; returned at 

730 p.m. 

July 13—At 4 a. m. steamers Manitou and Rattler started up Lit- 
tle River. At 4:30 a.m. steamers and Forest Rose and Petrel started 
up Tensas River. At 9:30 a. m. got underway and crossed over the 
river and destroyed a sawmill. At 9:40 prize Himira arrived. At 
11 a. m. anchored in the stream. At 11:45 a. m. the Rattler with the 
prize Louisville arrived. At 12 the Manitou returned. At 12:20 
p- m. Captain Selfridge went up Tensas River in the Rattler. At 
7 p.m. got underway in company with the Manztow and proceeded 
up the Ouachita River. At 8:30 p. m. came to anchor 10 miles up. 

July 14.—At 9:15 a.m. got underway in company with the Manitou 
and proceeded down the river. At 1:30 p. m. the Rattler and Petrel 
returned; Captain Selfridge came on board. At 6 p. m. got under- 
way with the fleet and proceeded up Ouachita River. At 7:45 p. m. 
came to anchor in line. 

July 15—At 3:35 a. m. heard a musket shot in the direction of the 
Manitou. At 5:30 a. m. got underway and proceeded up the river; 
went to quarters. At 6:15 a. m. fired 3 shell from 100-pounder. At 
7 a. m. rounded to and proceeded down. At 8:30 came to anchor off 
Trinity. Paroled 4 prisoners from the Zowisville. At 10:15 a. m. 
the Petrel and Manitou got underway and proceeded down, convoying 
Louisville and Elmira, prizes. At 3 p.m. got underway, proceeded 
down the river. Signaled to the fleet. At 3:30 p. m. made fast to 
the bank. Sent a party of men ashore. At 5 p. m. left the bank 
and proceeded down. At 8:45 p. m. landed at Wilson’s plantation. 
At 9:30 p. m. came to anchor. 


Extracts from log of Forest Rose, Acting Master George W. Brown. 


July 12, 1863.—At 6 a. m, started up the Red River. At 7:15 hove 
to. At 7:50 a pilot and 4 men came on board from the Conestoga. 
At 7 Mr. Smith went on board the Conestoga for temporay duty. At 
10:30 a. m. signaled the Rattler. All ready for action. Meridian to 
4 p. m., still leading the fleet. At 4:20 p. m. passed a small steamer 
lying on the bank on fire, set [fire] by the rebels. Let go the fleet 
and gave chase to a steamer. At 6:45 p. m. discovered a smoke 
ahead and gave chase. At 7:10 p. m. arrived at Trinity and started 
up to Ouachita River. At 7:45 p. m. fired one Parrott gun at her. 
At 9 p. m. tied up at the mouth of the Tensas River. __ 

July 13.—At 6:15 a, m. steamed up the Mason River [Bayou 
Macon]. At 7, discovered wagons ashore; landed and examined 
them. Found salt meat, corn, bread, and cooking utensils, ete. 
Half a mile farther up the river found 25 barrels salt; took 2 on 
board, left 3 for the Petrel and rolled the rest into the river. At 8:30 
a. m. discovered the steamer Himira; on boarding her found her 
abandoned. On the shore was a quantity of sugar and cotton. The 
Elmira had on board a gun carriage and some 30 Parrott shell. Put 
her in charge of Mr. Rutherford and started up. At 1 p. m. landed 
at a plantation and sent a party ashore to capture a spy, but failed. 
At 3 p. m. landed at Gilbert’s plantation. At 3:55 p. m. steamed up 
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the river. At 6:10 p. m. landed where the rebels had fired some cot- 
ton, let go and started down. At 7 p. m. shelled the woods. 

July 18—At 9 a. m. entered Old River, exercised Parrott gun’s 
crew for one-half hour. At 10:30 a. m. entered the Atchafalaya 
River; fired a shell from IX-inch gun at rebel breastworks. At 
11:30 a. m. headed downstream. At 2:30 entered Old River, 2:50 
entered Red River. 

July 19.—At 8:15 a. m. started down Red River. At 9:30 a. m. 
captain, with an armed boat’s crew, ascended a bayou 4 miles; found 
nothing. Returned at 11:30 a.m. At 12 landed at Waters’ planta- 
tion. At 12:40 p. m. left the gun float with the Manitou. At 2 p.m. 
sent the gig, manned and armed, up Bayou Larts [Larto]. Two 
miles up found and burned the trading boat Gipsy. Got underway 
at 8:20°p. m.; made a short stop at a plantation. At 4 anchored at 
mouth of Black River. 


Extracts from log of U. S. S. Manitou, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Pearce, 
commanding. 


July 10, 1863.—Off Vicksburg. At 8:10 a. m. dropped alongside 
the bank and took a gun float alongside. At 8:20 got underway and 
proceeded down the river. The squadron consisted of the Conestoga, 
Forest Rose, Manitou, Rattler, Curlew, and Petrel, under command 
of Lieutenant-Commander Thomas O. Selfridge. At 1 p. m. passed 
Grand Gulf. At 2:15 spoke the flagship, convoy rounded to. The 
Rattler reporting being unable to tow her gun float, was relieved by 
the Forest Rose. At 2:25 p.m. stood down the river. At 7:20 p. m. 
came to anchor. 

July 11—At 3:20 a. m. discovered the flagship getting under- 
way; got underway and stood after her. At 12 m. arrived off the 
mouth of Red River and came to anchor. 

July 12—Underway and ran up Red River, Conestoga leading, 
Rattler, Forest Rose, Petrel, Curlew in close order, the Manitou in 
the rear. At 5:15 p. m. passed the hull of a steamer on fire; sup- 
posed to have been fired by the rebels. From 8 p. m. to midnight the 
whole squadron fast to the bank. . 

July 13.—At 3:45 a. m. orders from flagship to get underway; cast 
off and ran up in to Little River, a tributary of Red River. At 7:45 
ran into and up French Fork in pursuit of a steamer, said to be trying 
to make her escape, gunboat Rattler in company astern. At 8:20 
a.m., about 8 miles up French Fork, came in sight of a large steamer 
just going round a bend; opened fire with howitzer and bow guns; 
fired 3 shot, ran alongside her stern, and took possession. She proved 
to be the steamer Lowisville. Sent a prize crew on board, consisting 
of Acting Ensign L. Gardner, Acting Master’s Mate B. G. Van Dyke, 
Engineer James H. Bailey, Pilot Papin, and 12 men. Made fast to 
her and attempted to tow her down stern-foremost, but owing to the 
river being so narrow and crooked, we were obliged to cast her off, 
giving orders for her to follow closely. At 9 a. m. backed against the 
bank and unshipped port rudder; took it aboard and rigged a der- 
rick to ship it when opportunity offered. At 9:45 a. m. arrived at 
junction of French Fork and Little River, winded round and sent 
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prizes ahead, Fattler leading down, having been lying here some time 
awaiting our arrival. At 11:50 a. m. arrived at Trinity. Conestoga 
and Curlew lying at anchor, having captured the steamer Elmira. 

July 14.—At anchor in Ouachita River. At 9:10 a. m. got under- 
way and stood down river, the Conestoga following. At 1p. m. the 
Rattler, with Commander Selfridge on board, arrived from an ex- 
pedition or reconnoissance up Black River. The whole fleet got 
underway and ran alongside the bank at Trinity. At 6 p. m. the 
squadron, except the Petrel, who was left in charge of the prizes, 
got underway and stood up the Ouachita River. At 6:30 p. m. 
beat to quarters and cleared ship for action. Squadron in follow- 
ing order: Rattler, Forest Rose leading; flagship Conestoga in the 
rear; Curlew following Conestoga; Manitou bringing up the rear. 
At 8:40 p. m. the leading vessels came to anchor. Ran our bowline to 
the Curlew’s quarter and made fast to her. All hands at quarters and 
ready for instant action. - 

July 15—From 12 to 4 a. m.: All hands at quarters ready for 
action. At 3:40 a.m. a musket ball was fired across our stern. At 
4 a.m. cast off from the Curlew and stood out into the stream, work- 
ing very slow. At 5 a. m. flagship and the Manitou got underway 
and stood up to within 2 miles of the fort at Harrisonville [ Harrison- 
burg]. The flagship opened fire with a Parrott gun, firing 3 shell; 
we also fired 3 shell in the direction of the town. At 6:20 a. m. 
stood down the river, running slow on account of thick fog. 8 to 
12 meridian: Squadron in close order, standing down the river. At 
8:30 arrived at Trinity and made fast to the opposite bank. At 
10:10 a. m. cast off and stood down the river, squadron and prizes 
following. At 10:45 p. m. came to at junction of Red, Black, and 
old Red rivers, 

July 18.—At anchor off the mouth of Black River. At 5:45 a.m. 
received orders from the flagship to get underway. Cast off from the 
coal barge and stood down the Red River, Yorest Rose and Petrel 
in company. Exercised the crew at great guns. At 9:45 ran into 
and up the Atchafalaya, flagship making reconnoissance along the 
shores. At 11 flagship rounded to and stood down the river, the 
squadron following. 4 to 6 p. m.: Standing up Red River. At 5:55 
p.m. came up with the squadron. At 6:40 came to anchor off mouth 
of Black River. 

July 20.—At 8:25 p. m. got underway by general order. Petrel 
got aground; assisted her to get off. At 9 p. m. whole fleet under- 
way standing down the river, J/anctow in the rear. 


Extracts from log of U. S. S. Petrél. 


July 9, 1863.—Acting Master [Charles S.] Kendrick came on board 
to take command. At 5:45 p.m. took a mortar boat with a IX-inch 
gun in tow; moved down the river. At 11:30 p. m. passed the Caron- 
delet, guarding the Zndianola at Palmyra Island. eh : 

July 10.—At 2 a. m. passed Grand Gulf; U. S. S. Louisville lying 
there. Came to anchor in 54 fathoms water to repair engine. At 
3:15 a. m. the Forest Rose took us in tow. At 4:30 a. m. passed 
Rodney, La. [Miss.], At 4:50 met the steamer of war Arizona, of 
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[Admiral] Farragut’s fleet. At 6:35 a. m. let go from the Forest 
Rose and proceeded down the river. 

July 12.—At 5:40 a. m. took [X-inch gun off the Manitou. At 
6:10 a. m. started up Red River. At 5: 35. p- m. passed a steamboat 
on fire. At 8 p.m. tied up alongshore. At 9 p. m. captain left with 
armed boat’s crew; 11:30 p. m. boat returned. 

July 13,—At 6 a. m. started up Tensas Bayou [River]. At 8:45 
a. m. Forest Rose fired 2 shots at steamer HUmira. Put a prize crew 
on her and sent her to report to Captain Selfridge. At 10:30 a. m. 
tied up, waiting for the Forest Rose to go ahead. At 3 p. m. tied up 
alongshore. U. 8 S. Rattler passed, with Captain Selfridge on board. 

July 14.—At 5:10 a. m. got underway and stood down Tensas 
River. At 9 a.m. landed at a plantation and set all hands getting 
sugar aboard. From 12 to 4 p. m., after taking 22 hogsheads of 
sugar and 4 barrels rum, started on our course down river. At 6:15 
p. m. the Conestoga, Curlew, Forest Rose, Manitou, and Rattler 
started up the Ouachita River. 

July 15—At 8:30 a. m. fleet returned from Ouachita River. At 
10:30 a. m. captain left for flagship Conestoga. At 10:30 a. m 
signals from flagship. Started down the Black River, convoying 
steamers Louisville and Elmira. At 11 p. m. came to anchor off 
mouth of Red River. 

July 17,—At 12 meridian arrived at Grand Gulf; received on board 
a rebel deserter to take passage to Vicksburg. At 4:10 p. m. came 
up to flagship and Carondelet at Palmyra Island. At 11:45 p. m. 
made Vicksburg and tied up. 

July 19.—At 8 a.m. made fast to Polar Star. Put captain of cap- 
tured steamer Louisville and deserter on board the Great Western. 
At 9:10 a. m. Captain Curtis left with his company to do shore duty. 
At 9:30 cast off and proceeded down the river. At 3:15 p.m. passed 
U.S. S. Louisville at Grand Gulf. At 7:35 p.m. dropped anchor at 
the foot of Cole’s Creek Bend. 

July 20.—At 9 p.m. got underway. At 10 p. m. ran aground. 
U.S. 8. I/anitou pulled us off. 


Extracts from log of U. §. S. Rattler, Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress, 
commanding. 


July 12, 1863.—At 4:30 a. m. the Conestoga signaled. At 5 a.m. 
got underw ay and made fast alongside the Manitou. Received on 
board 6 barrels powder. At 5:30 cast off from the Manitou and 
stood up Red River, the Forest Rose leading us and the Conestoga, 
Petrel, Curlew, and Manitou astern of us, the Forest Rose having 
in tow a flat with a [X-inch gun mounted, and the Conestoga a flat 
with a 100-pounder Parrott gun. From 8 to meridian: Proceeding 
up river in all haste. At9 a.m. entered Black River. At 4:45 p.m. 
passed a small steamer on fire. Were informed that she was fired 
By a party of rebels about an hour before we came up with her. At 

:50 p.m. arrived at the town of Trinity, La., at the junction of 
Little Ouachita and Tensas rivers. At 7:30 made fast to bank on 
the left shore of Tensas River; the fleet making fast in like manner 
astern of us, opposite the town ‘of Tr inity. 
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July 13,—At 6:30 a. m, entered the French Fork of Little River, 
having received information that the rebel steamer Louisville was 
there. At 7:45 the Manitow came up with her and captured her 
without resistance. Backed down to the junction of Little River 
and French Fork, we leading, the prize Lowisville following, and 
the Ianitou bringing up the rear. and stood down the river. At 
1 p. m. stood up Tensas River, Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge 
on board. At 5:30 p. m. arrived at Borman’s Ferry. A large 
quantity of cotton was on fire on the left bank and a large party 
of rebel cavalry were seen retreating back into the country. Fired 
one 5-second shrapnel at them, the Forest Rose firing several shots 
over the right bank where another party of the enemy had retreated. 
Landed an armed party and searched the house and country for 
some distance. No enemy to be discovered. At 6 p. m. cast off 
from the bank and stood down Tensas River, the Forest Rose lead- 
ing. At 7:30 p. m. made fast to the right bank of the river at 
Daniel’s plantation. 

July 14.—At 7:30 a. m. arrived at Chamberlain’s plantation. 
Made fast to the bank and sent an armed party and a working party 
on shore to bring off some sugar on the plantation. From 8 to 
meridian, took on board 16 hogsheads of sugar and 5 barrels of rum. 
At 1 p. m. arrived at Trinity, on Black River. Delivered to prize 
steamer E/mira 16 hogsheads of sugar and 5 barrels of rum. Tock 
on board a lot of lumber from a sawmill on shore for the use of the 
vessel. From 8 to midnight, lying at anchor in Ouachita River. 

July 16.—Black River, La. At 5 a. m. hove up anchor and stood 
down the river. At 9:15 a. m. made fast to the bank at the planta- 
tion of Major Beard. Sent an armed party ashore and _ posted 
pickets around the house. Ordered him to remove all furniture, 
etc., from his dwelling house, as we had directions from Lieutenant- 
Commander Selfridge to burn his house and gin, he having given 
information to the enemy of our approach up the river. At 2 p. m. 
set fire to the gin house on the Beard plantation. At 3 p. m. the 
Conestoga, Forest Rose, and Curlew arrived. Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Selfridge gave us orders not to burn his house and not to 
carry away his negroes. At 4:15 p. m. cast off from shore and stood 
down the river. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter U.S. Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Benton, for 
convoy duty at request of General Grant. 


U.S. Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Off Vicksburg, July 12, 1863. 
Sir: You will proceed to Natchez and he above the town in such 
position that you can drop down quickly and prevent the crossing of 
any cattle that may be intended for the enemy. You will overhaul 
all boats going to and fro, and examine the persons in them to ascer- 
tain if they have any letters, but you will not interfere with the 
roduce intended for the city. You can allow provisions enough of 
all kinds to be carried over for the use of the city, but in daily 
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quantities, and allow the inhabitants along the plantations to send 
their usual allowance of articles to market. You will move up and 
down now and then so as not to be always in the same place, and if 
you find that you can do so without difficulty, you will sometimes 
approach the city, especially at night. If they attempt to swim 
cattle over in large quantities, run in among them and shoot them 
with musketry. Do not hold any communication with the shore, or 
let any one come on board your vessel. The object in sending you 
there is to cut off the supplies of cattle for the enemy’s army, not in 
any way to harass the inhabitants; they will be allowed to use 
skiffs to ferry them over or one flat to take over any private vehicles, 
and unless this is abused or used for military purposes, you will not 
interfere with them. 

I expect from your usual diligence and attention to orders that 
you will break up the system of passing over cattle. 

In a short time I will send a light-draft to attend on you or a 
tug with a fieldpiece. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porrsr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. S. Benton. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the dis- 
patching of the new monitors Neosho and Osage. 


Orricr MisstssipP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., July 12, 1863. 

Str: The Osage arrived on the 8th, having been brought down by 
an officer and part of the crew of the Veosho. Having no other officer 
senior to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. P. Couthouy, I have 
ordered him to command her, and as soon as I can get enough men 
for her and organize her properly I will dispatch her down the river. 

The Neosho, Commander Febiger, arrived last night. She will 
have all her stores on board by to-morrow night,’ and will be sent 
down the river as soon as possible. I would send one of these boats 
up the Ohio, but the river is falling rapidly and I fear they might be 
caught up by low water. 

General Buford informs me that he has now but 130 available men 
under his command here. I shall have to depend upon my own re- 
sources for the protection of the vast amount of public property here 
if a raid is made upon this place. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. 8S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Seizure of the propeller Olyde, by the U.S. S. H astings, July, 1863. 
Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy. 


U.S. Ironciap Ram Easrrort, July 13, 1863. 

GeneraL: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report * of 
Master Commanding Griswold, gunboat Hastings, in relation to the 
seizure of the propeller Clyde. With it is enclosed her custom-house 
permit to proceed to the port of Buck Island (wherever that may be) 
on which is endorsed “ subject to military orders.” 

The vessel was captured lying tied to the bank upon the Mississippi 
side of the river and without military or naval protection. She had, 
therefore, violated General Grant’s order in relation to landing along 
the river, and her permit itself is given with military limitation as to 
landings. She is, I presume, forfeited to the Government. The 
Clyde will, I think, answer the purpose of a ferryboat to President’s 
Island, and I turn her over to you, with her officers, crew, and papers, 
to dispose of according to the rules governing such cases in the 
army. Be pleased to send a guard to take charge of her. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Puexps, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second Division 
Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General Hurtsvrt, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps, ete. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
transmitting petition of the owners of the vessel. 


Navy Department, October 8, 1863. 
Sir: The enclosed letter of J. D. Goff & Co., urging their claims 
as owners of the steam propeller Clyde, is referted to you for informa- 
tion and for a statement of the facts in the case. 
Be pleased to return the letter to the Department. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gmr0n WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[ Enclosure. ] 


Z , aye 2 
Wasuincton Crry, October 5, 1863. 


Sir: The undersigned, citizens of Memphis, Tenn., and owners of 
the steam propeller Clyde, respectfully represent that on the 
day of July, 1863, while said vessel was lying to on the east bank of 
the Mississippi River about 30 miles below Memphis, she was seized 
by the U. S. gunboat Hastings, Lieutenant Griswold, master, and 
brought to Memphis, where, under orders of Captain Phelps, divi- 


* Not found. 
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sional commander, she was turned over to Major-General Hurlbut, 
commanding at that point, who still retains possession of the vessel. 
The cause or grounds of seizure the said owners are unable to state, 
as no written and formal charges have been presented in the case, 
and they are left to conclude only from what transpired in conversa- 
tion at the time of seizure that it was owing to landing, as it is 
asserted, in violation of her clearance and of naval orders without 
cover of a gunboat. It was also intimated that strong suspicions 
existed in the minds of the officers of the Hastings that the boat had 
been involved in some smuggling transaction on a previous trip. 
These owners assert their entire innocence in the premises, and are 
prepared, if a trial is awarded them and opportunity afforded for 
defense, to prove that the landing was made in conformity to the 
clearance by the Treasury officers and with the knowledge and ap- 
proval of the military and naval authorities, and further that they 
are innocent of smuggling or attempting to smuggle and are not 
cognizant of or in complicity with any parties combining to smuggle 
goods or articles of any kind through military lines. All that these 
parties would invoke is a fair and impartial trial, and contend that 
it is without precedent and in violation of their constitutional rights 
as loyal citizens of the United States, which they assert themselves 
to be, to deprive them of their property without the forms of trial 
and an opportunity of defense awarded. They would further state 
that upon an application to Major-General Hurlbut for a hearing it 
was replied that he had no jurisdiction to try the case, that the boat 
had been passed over to and receipted for by him, and that she was 
merely in his custody for safe-keeping, ready to be delivered at any 
time to the naval authorities when called for. Under these circum- 
stances these parties are without remedy except through the inter- 
position of orders from your department. The premises considered, 
these petitioners would pray an order investing General Hurlbut with 
authority to hear, investigate, and dispose of the case, or if this can 
not be done consistent with naval rule, then that Captain Phelps be 
instructed to detail some naval officer or officers to hear and dispose 
of the matter in such manner as he or they may, upon a fair, full, 
and impartial hearing, deem just to these parties and consistent with 
the public interest. 
Very respectfully, J. D. Gorr & Co., 
Owners. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, acknowledging receipt of papers and 
transmitting request for release to Major-General Hurlbut, U. S. Army. 


No. 162.] Mississtppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 13, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of October 8, enclosing a letter from J. D. Goff & Co. It is 
the first I have heard of the transaction, as nothing of the kind 
has been reported to me, 
_ If Acting Master Griswold had anything to do with the matter, 
I have no doubt his course was a wrong one, as I had to remove him 
from command for improper interference with loyal people, 
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I shall make enquiries and report to the Department, and have 
written the enclosed letter to General Hurlbut, which I expect will 
release the vessel if she is not held by General Hurlbut on some 
other ground, or from military necessity. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviv D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 13, 1863. 


GeneraL: I enclose you a copy of a letter sent to me by the hon- 
orable Secretary of the Navy. If the steamer Clyde, referred to in 
the letter, is held by you in consequence of any complaint made by 
any naval officer, I beg leave to request that she may be delivered 
up to the owners, as the proceeding on the part of the officer who 
detained her is out of order and contrary to all rules of law. If she 
is detained from any military purpose by your authority, will you 
please to inform me, so that I may notify the Navy Department and 
relieve them from the applications of the owners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General S. A. Hurtsut, 

Commanding 16th Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn. 


Explanatory report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy: 


U. S. Gunpoat Hastines, 
Mound City, October 18, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 15th instant, enclosing papers from the Navy Department con- 
cerning the propeller Clyde. 

In reply to the petition of Messrs. J. D. Goff & Co., I have to state 
that the military order, to which her permit to land was given subject, 
was that no vessel on the Mississippi River below Memphis should 
land upon either bank, except at military posts or under cover of the 
battery of a gunboat, which order had been very generally published ; 
that Buck Island is, as its name imports, an island having a farm- 
house and wood yard upon it; that the Clyde was found tied to the 
bank on the Mississippi side, not at Buck Island, where she had no 
clearance to go, and where, even if she had a clearance, she was with- 
out military or naval protection as required when landing; that when 
IT arrived at Memphis and found the Clyde there, seized by the ast- 
ings, I did not consider her of value enough to send to Cairo, or to 
pay the expense of trial in the U. S. district court, and as General 
Hurlbut had expressed a desire to have such a craft for ferrying pur- 
poses, I offered to turn this one over to him to be disposed of accord- 
ing to army usage in such cases; that a Mr, Hurlbut, representing 
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himself as owner or part owner, came to me at the time about the 
vessel, to whom I explained that I must either send her to be tried 
as a maritime prize by the U. S. court for the southern district of 
Illinois, or to the military commander of the district in which the 
vessel had violated a purely military order; that if I took the latter 
course I had nothing further to do with her or her people, and, being 
in General Hurlbut’s possession, it would remain with him to release 
her or to bring her before a military commission; that Mr. Hurlbut 
expressed himself highly satisfied that this court should be taken and 
preferred it, more than intimating that he would have no difficulty in 
getting her released. 

The copy of my letter to General Hurlbut, herewith enclosed, will 
show that I turned her over to the general with the evidence in my 
possession, to dispose of according to rules governing such cases in the 
army. Thus the captain of the Hastings became simply an appre- 
hender of persons and property engaged in the act of violating a 
military order. 

The owners, in their representations to the Navy Department, 
appear to have been entirely misinformed; yet how this can be I can 
not understand, since Mr. Hurlbut, one of them, certainly knew all 
about it, and some one else, claiming to be interested, has since that 
time applied to me concerning her, and him I referred to General 
Hurlbut, stating that the navy had nothing to do with her, the gen- 
eral having received her and undertaken to dispose of her case by 
military proceedings. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtprs, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Additional report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy. 


U. S. Gunsoat Hastines, 
Cairo, October 18, 1863. 
Sir: In regard to the Clyde, I desire to state in a second letter, 
not thinking it proper to give this information to the owners, that 
the irregular and loose manner in which Master Commanding [ W. N.] 
Griswold had seized the vessel, taking from the people found on 
board their purses without making a note as to who were owners or 
what the amount in each, and he had permitted the crew and others 
to go [on] shore, exacting some kind of bond. I further questioned 
if the court would sustain her capture as a maritime prize, while 
there was no question as to her lability in an examination by mili- 
tary commission. These reasons induced me, together with the little 
value of the boat, to get rid of her in the manner I did, thinking it 
judicious to | do] so. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, commending the 
officers under his command and referring to operations against 
Vicksburg. 


No. 91.] U.S. Mississtepr SQuapron, 
Frac Sure Brack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 13, 1863. 

Str: I have made reports to the Department of the different actions 
that have occurred on this river since the investment of Vicksburg, 
and it now remains for me to give credit to the different officers who 
have participated in the events transpiring here. 

When I took command of this squadron, this river was virtually 
closed against our steamers from Helena to Vicksburg. It was only 
necessary to impress the officers and men with the importance of open- 
ing communication with New Orleans, and every one, with few excep- 
tions, have embarked in the enterprise with a zeal that is highly 
creditable to them, and with a determination that the river should 
be opened if their aid could effect it. 

With such officers, and the able general who commanded the army, 
I have not feared for the result, though it has been postponed longer 
than I thought it would be. 

First and foremost, allow me to speak of Captain Pennock, fleet 
captain and commandant of station at Cairo. To him I am much 
indebted for the promptness with which he has kept the squadron 
supplied with all that was required or could be procured. His duty 
has been no sinecure, and he has performed it with an ability that 
could not have been surpassed by any officer of the Navy. He has 
materially assisted me in the management of the Tennessee and Cum- 
berland squadrons, keeping me promptly informed of all the move- 
ments of the enemy, and enabling me to make the proper dispositions 
to check him, exercising a most discreet judgment in moving the 
vessels to meet the rebels when there was no time to hear from me. 

The war on the banks of the Tennessee and Cumberland has been 
carried on most actively; there has been incessant skirmishing be- 
tween the guerrillas and gunboats, in which the rebels have been 
defeated in every instance. So constant are these attacks that we 
cease to think of them as of any importance, though there has been 
much gallantry displayed on many occasions. 

Lieutenant-Commanders Phelps and Fitch have each had com- 
mand of these rivers and have shown themselves to be most able 
officers. I feel no apprehension at any time with regard to move- 
ments in that quarter. Had it not been for the activity and energy 
displayed by Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, Captain Pennock, and 
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, General Rosecrans would have been 
left without provisions. 

To Captain Walke, Commander Woodworth, Lieutenant-Com- 
manders Breese, Greer, Shirk, Owen, Wilson, Walker, Bache, Mur- 
phy, Selfridge, Prichett, Ramsay, and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Hoel I feel much indebted for their active and energetic attention 
to all my orders, and their ready cooperation with the army corps 
commanders at all times, which enabled them to carry out their plans 
successfully. : 

The Benton, Lieutenant-Commander Greer; Mound City, Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Byron Wilson; Z'uscumbia, Lieutenant-Commander 
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Shirk; Carondelet, Acting Lieutenant Murphy; and the Sterling 
Price, Commander Woodworth, have been almost constantly under 
fire of the batteries at Vicksburg since the forty-five days’ siege com- 
menced. 

The attack of the 22d of May by the Benton, Mound City, Caron- 
delet, and Tuscumbia on all the water batteries, in which three were 
silenced and four guns injured or dismounted, was one of the best 
contested engagements of the kind during the war. 

On the next attack of the same gunboats, when General Grant 
opened all his batteries for six hours, the river batteries were all 
deserted, and the gunboats moved up and down without having a 
shot fired at them, showing the moral effect the first attack had. 

The attack of the Cincinnati, Lieutenant-Commander Bache, on 
the water battery, will long be ranked among the most gallant events 
of this war, and though Lieutenant Bache had the misfortune to 
have his vessel sink under him, he well deserves the handsome com- 
mendations bestowed upon him by the Department. 

To Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, of the Choctaw, was assigned 
the management of three heavy guns placed on scows and anchored 
in a position that commanded the town and water batteries. Every 
gun the enemy could bring to bear on these boats were fired inces- 
santly at them, but without one moment’s cessation of fire on the 
part of our seamen, though the enemy’s shot and shell fell lke hail 
among them. This battery completely enfiladed the batteries and 
rifle-pits in front of General Sherman and made them untenable. 

The mortar boats were under charge of Gunner Eugene Mack, 
who for thirty days stood at his post, the firmg continuing night 
and day. He performed his duty well, and merits approval. The 
labor was extremely hard, and every man at the mortars was laid 
up with sickness, owing to excessive labor. After Mr. Mack was 
taken ill, Ensign Miller took charge and conducted the firing with 
marked ability. We know that nothing conduced more to the end 
of the siege than the mortar firing, which demoralized the rebels, 
killed and wounded a number of persons, killed the cattle, destroyed 
property of all kinds, and set the city on fire. On the last two days 
we were enabled to reach the outer works of the enemy by firing 
heavy charges of 26 pounds of powder; the distance was 3 miles, and 
the falling of shells was very annoying to the rebels—to use the 
words of a rebel officer, “ Our shells intruded everywhere.” 

Lieutenant-Commander Breese has been very efficient in relieving 
me of a vast amount of duty, superintending personally all the re- 
quirements made on the navy, and facilitating the operations of the 
army in every way that laid in his power. In every instance, when 
it was at all possible to bring the Black Hawk into action against 
the enemy’s batteries, he has not hesitated to do so, though she is 
not fortified exactly for such a purpose. His long-range guns have 
done most excellent service at different times. 

I beg leave to mention the different commanders of the light- 
drafts who have carried out my orders promptly, aided in keeping 
guerrillas from the river, convoyed transports safely, and kept their 
vessels in good condition for service, viz: 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Brown, commanding 
Forest Rose. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy, commanding Signal. 
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Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hurd, commanding Covington. 

Ensign William C, Hanford, commanding 2obd. 

Acting Master J. C. Bunner, commanding Vew Era. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston, commanding Romeo. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Pearce, commanding Petrel. 

Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress, commanding Rattler. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. E. Smith, commanding Linden. 
E eee Volunteer Lieutenant E. E. Brennand, commanding Prairie 

ird. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Goudy, commanding Queen. City. 

There are others who deserve commendation, but these seem to me 
the most prominent. 

The action of the 4th of July at Helena, wherein the 7yler partici- 
pated so largely, has already been reported to the Department. There 
is no doubt left in the minds of any but that the 7'yler saved Helena, 
for though General Prentiss fought with a skill and daring not 
excelled in this war, his little force of 3,500 men were fast being over- 
powered by the enemy with 18,000 men when the 7'yler took a position 
and changed the fortunes of the day. 

I must not omit to mention Acting Volunteer Lieutenants Hamilton 
and Richardson, of the powder vessels Great Western and Judge 
Torrence; they were unremitting in their attentions to their duties 
during the siege, supplying without delay every requisition made on 
them by army and navy and volunteering for any service. 

When the army called on the navy for siege guns I detailed what 
officers and men I could spare to man and work the batteries. Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Selfridge had command of the naval battery on 
the right wing, General Sherman’s corps. This battery was worked 
with marked ability and elicited the warmest praises from the com- 
manding general. One thousand shells were fired into the enemy’s 
works from Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge’s guns. His services 
being required up the river, I relieved him a few days before the sur- 
render, and Lieutenant-Commander Walker supplied his place and 
conducted the firing with the same ability. Acting Master Charles 
B. Dahlgren was ordered to report to General McPherson for duty, 
and was assigned the management of two IX-inch guns, which were 
admirably served. 

Acting Master Reed, of the Benton, had charge of the batteries at 
Fort Benton, so named by General Herron in honor of the occasion. 
General Herron generously acknowledged the services of those I sent 
him, which communication I enclose with this report. 

I have endeavored to do justice to all who were immediately 
engaged in the struggle for the mastery of the Mississippi. To the 
army do we owe immediate thanks for the capture of Vicksburg; but 
the army was much facilitated by the navy, which was ready at all 
times to cooperate. This has been no small undertaking; the late 
investment and capture of Vicksburg will be characterized as one of 
the greatest military achievements ever known. The conception of 
the idea originated solely with General Grant, who adopted a course 
in which great labor was performed, great battles were fought, and 
great risks were run; a single mistake would have involved us in 
difficulty, but so well were all the plans matured, so well were all 
the movements timed, and so rapid were the evolutions performed 
that not a mistake has occurred from the passage of the fleet by 
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Vicksburg and the passage of the army across the river up to the 
present time. : 

So confident was I of the ability of General Grant to carry out his 
plans when he explained them to me, that I never hesitated to change 
my position from above to below Vicksburg. The work was hard, 
the fighting severe, but the blows struck were constant. In forty-five 
days after our army was landed, a rebel army of 60,000 men had been 
captured, killed, and wounded, or scattered to their homes, perfectly 
demoralized, while our loss has been.only about 5,000 killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, and the temporary loss of one gunboat. 

The fortifications and defenses of the city exceed anything that has 
been built in modern times, and are doubly unassailable from their 
immense height above the bed of the river. 

The fall of Vicksburg ensured the fall of Port Hudson and the 
opening of the Mississippi River, which I am happy to say can be 
traversed from its source to its mouth without apparent impediment, 
the first time during the war. 

I take this opportunity to give to Mr. Fendall and Mr. Strausz, 
assistants in the Coast Survey, the full credit they deserve for their 
indefatigable industry. Since they have been attached to the squad- 
ron, they have been connected with almost every expedition that has 
been undertaken; they have kept both army and navy supplied with 
charts when they could not otherwise be obtained; they were found 
ready at all times to go anywhere or do anything required of them, 
whether it was on a gunboat expedition or in the trenches before 
Vicksburg, engineering, when the general commanding called for 
volunteers from the navy. They have added to our collection of 
maps many geographical corrections which are valuable, and they 
have proved to me that no squadron can operate effectively without 
a good corps of surveyors. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Missisippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gwron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Occupation of Yazoo City by a combined force under Lieutenant- 
Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, and Major-General Herron, 
U. 8. Army, July 13, 1863, resulting in sinking of the U. 8. 8S. 
Baron De Kalb and destruction by Confederates of their vessels. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Navy, proposing cooperation of gunboats. 


Vicxspure, Miss., July 11, 1863. 

IT am just informed that Johnston has just sent a dispatch to 
Yazoo City to press all the negroes in the country, and set them to 
work fortifying. One thousand are already collected, guarded by 
two regiments of infantry; also that their fleet of steamers has come 
down to that place. Johnston claims to have repulsed Sherman and 
captured three brigades. As I have no news from Sherman confirma- 
tory, I doubt the truth of this statement. 
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General Washburn informs me that the Yazoo River has risen 6 
feet. Will it not be well to send up a fleet of gunboats and some 
troops and nip in the bud any attempt to concentrate a force there? 
I will order troops at once to go aboard of transports. 

Very respectfully, 
: - U. S. Grant. 

Admiral Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant, 
U. S. Army, announcing his readiness to move. 


Fiacsure Brack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 11, 1863. 
GeENERAL: Port Hudson surrendered unconditionally on the 9th 
inst. The steamer has just brought the dispatches. 
As General Herron is all ready, allow me to suggest that he move 
up the Yazoo to-morrow morning, when I shall be ready. 
Yours, truly, 
Davin D. Porter. 
Major-General U. S. Grant, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


Order of Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Major-General Herron, U. S- Army, 
to proceed to Yazoo City, when gunboats are ready to cooperate. 


Vicxspure, Miss., July 11, 1863. 


GeneEraL: The fall of Port Hudson obviates the necessity of your 
move in that direction. Your orders are, therefore, countermanded. 
You will proceed with your command on transports to Yazoo City, 
take possession of that place, and drive the enemy from that place 
and section. 

Johnston is reported as having sent orders to have Yazoo City 
fortified. This we can not permit. Admiral Porter is sending gun- 
boats to cooperate. Communicate with him, and move when he is 
in readiness. 

Take with you a battery, if you can get it aboard without too much 
delay. 

By order of Major-General U.S. Grant: 

Jno. A. Raw tins, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major-General F. J. Herron. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock, 
U. S. Navy, transmitting report for forwarding to the Department. 


U. S. Missrsstepr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, July 15, 1863. 


Dear Pennock: The war is not over yet, as you will see by the 
enclosed, which you will please telegraph carefully to the Depart- 
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ment. The De Kalb has gone up, and I suppose this is the war we 
will have to fight now, if we lose the whole squadron. We must 
chase the rebels up while a flag of theirs floats. 
Make all arrangements at once for sending me a bell boat with 

people to raise the Cincinnati, which is an easy job, and the De Kalb, 
which I am afraid is much hurt, and the Cairo, which hes 10 or 20 
feet under water. I will have them all in commission again if I can, 
and better vessels make of them. 

Yours, very truly, Davin D. Porter, 

[Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. | 


Captain Atex. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, Ill. 


[Enclosure. ] 


No. 94.]° U. S. Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Off Vicksburg, July 14, 1863. 


Sir: Hearing that General Johnston was fortifying Yazoo City 
with heavy guns, and gathering troops there for the purpose of ob- 
taining supplies for his army from the Yazoo country; also, that the 
remainder of the enemy’s best transports were there, showing a possi- 
bility of his attempt to escape, Major-General Grant and myself de- 
termined to send a naval and military expedition up there to capture 
them. The Baron De Kalb, New National, Kenwood, and Signal 
were dispatched under command of Lieutenant-Commander John G. 
Walker, with a force of troops numbering 5,000 under Major-General 
Francis J. Herron. Pushing up to the city, the Baron De Kalb en- 
gaged the batteries, which were all prepared to receive her, and, after 
finding out their strength, dropped back to notify General Herron, 
who immediately landed his.men, and the army and navy made a 
combined attack on the enemy’s works; the rebels soon fled, leaving 
everything in our possession, and set fire to four of their finest steam- 
ers that ran on the Mississippi River in times past. The army pur- 
sued the enemy and captured their rear guard of 260 men, and at last 
accounts were taking more prisoners. Six heavy guns and one vessel, 
formerly a gunboat, fell into our hands, and all the munitions of war. 
Unfortunately, while the Baron De Kalb was moving slowly along, 
she ran foul of a torpedo, which exploded and sank her. There was 
no sight of anything of the kind to be seen. While she was going 
down, another exploded under her stern. The water is rising fast in 
the Yazoo, and we can do nothing more than get the guns out of her 
and then get her into deep water, where she will be undisturbed until 
we are able to raise her. 

But for the blowing up of the Baron De Kalb, it would have been 
a good move. We have generally obtained information of torpedoes 
from negroes and deserters, but heard nothing of this. Many of the 
crew were bruised by the concussion, which was severe, but no lives 
were lost. The officers and men lost everything. She went down in 
fifteen minutes. We must have her up again as soon as _ possible. 
We have much to contend with in these narrow rivers, and can not 
guard against these hidden dangers while an enemy’s flag floats. 
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_ The usual lookout was kept for torpedoes, but this is some new 
invention of the enemy, which we will guard against hereafter. An 
attempt was made by the perpetrator, late Lieutenant Isaac N. Brown, 
to plant torpedoes once before, but the people of Yazoo City threat- 
ened to hang him if he did so. We felt sure that they would not 
permit it on this occasion.. While a rebel flag floats anywhere, the 
gunboats must follow it up. The officers and men risk their lives 
fearlessly on these occasions, and I hope the Department will not 
take too seriously the accidents which happen to the vessels when it is 
impossible to avoid them. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porrrr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U. S. Navy, commanding gunboats. 


U.S. 8. Back Hawk, 
Vicksburg, July 22, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I left this place on the 12th 
with the De Kalb, Kenwood, Signal, and New National, to cooperate 
with the force under General Herron, in an expedition to Yazoo 
City. Arriving near Yazoo City on the afternoon of the 13th, I 
steamed up within range of the enemy’s works to reconnoiter, drawing 
the fire of six guns in position. 

Having ascertained the force of the enemy I dropped out of fire 
to give General Herron time to land his troops. Before the troops 
were all landed the enemy commenced evacuating his works. I imme- 
diately steamed up to prevent the removal of guns, while the troops 
advanced along the shore. 

When abreast of the navy yard at the lower end of town, the De 
Fralb, leading, struck a torpedo, which, exploding, caused the sinking 
of the vessel in about fifteen minutes; no one on board was injured by 
the explosion. Before sinking, the vessel was made fast to the bank 
and the small arms and much of the movable property saved. 

On the 14th I commenced getting out the battery, and on the 21st 
got out the last gun. 

An 8-inch columbiad, 4 rifled 30-pounders, and a howitzer, with 
about 250 prisoners, were captured. The steamer St. Mary was cap- 
tured, and five of the finest steamboats in the West burned to prevent 
their falling into our hands. The names of the steamboats burnea 
were the Magenta, Magnolia, Prince of Wales, Pargoud, and Peytona. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Joun G. WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Second report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy. 


No.101.] U.S. Mississrepr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Off Vicksburg, July 22, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of the blowing up of the Baron 
Pe Kalb by a hidden torpedo, 17 having been planted in the river 
without wires attached to them. The water having risen 2 or 3 feet 
during the night, enabled all the vessels but the De Kalb to pass 
over them. 

IT am not sure that we shall be able to raise the De Kalb, as she 
sank in 20 feet of water, and we can not yet ascertain her injuries, 
but every effort will be made. 

I ordered her guns and every article that could be got at to be 
removed, and this duty was performed under the most difficult cir- 
cumstances. Every gun and carriage was saved undamaged; also 
everything else of value. Officers and men vied with each other in 
endeavoring to save the guns and stores. The work had all to be 
performed in 15 or 20 feet of water, and the officers set the example 
in diving down to make fast to the gun carriages. All the small 
arms were saved in the same way; also the paymaster’s books and 
Government funds. 

We are somewhat compensated for the loss of the De Kalb by the 
handsome results of this expedition. Five of the largest and best 
boats that ever ran on this river were destroyed by the rebels to pre- 
vent their falling into our hands; they were burned entirely up, and 
one smaller one was captured. The rebels sustained a great loss in 
these boats; any one of them could have been converted into a power- 
ful ram or gunboat, and the loss of them breaks up their chances of 
transporting troops. 

Besides the destruction above mentioned, the combined forces cap- 
tured five heavy guns and a lighter one, and ail the ammunition and 
stores of the enemy. The rebels can not afford to lose all this mate- 
rial of war; it frees the Yazoo River of rebel troops. 

As the people of Yazoo City did not take the trouble to warn us 
of the existence of torpedoes after the enemy fled, which they had an 
opportunity of doing, 3,000 bales of cotton were seized by General 
Herron to pay for the gunboat that was lost through their treachery. 
The loss to the enemy in this expedition has been all the guns left 
on Yazoo River, $800,000 worth of steamers, $550,000 worth of cotton, 
and as much more in other stores necessary for the maintenance of 
an army. 

The officers and men composing the naval part of this expedition 
have lost no reputation on account of the sinking of the De Halb, 
but have exhibited a perseverance and attention to duty worthy of 
the highest praise. Their labors in recovering their guns and stores 
will not be surpassed by anyone on any other occasion. 

IT have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Davin D. Porrnr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Ginron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 
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Third report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S- Navy, transmitting extract 
from Confederate newspaper. 
No. 124.] 


Mississiprr Squapron, FLacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, August 23, 1863. 

Sir: In the last expedition I sent up the Yazoo to recover the 
Baron De Kalb, it was ascertained that she was too much damaged 
to save her hull, two torpedoes having exploded under her, tearing 
her bow and stern all to pieces. Her guns and stores were saved 
(with the exception of her provisions) and part of her machinery 
taken off. The water was falling so rapidly that the gunboats were 
obliged to return precipitately from the river to escape being kept 
up there the rest of the season. 

The iron and all other portions of the hull were removed to pre- 
vent its being of use to the enemy in case he should return to those 
parts, which is not likely. 

I find that our visits to the Yazoo River cost the rebels more than 
I at first supposed. 

Captain Walker received information to be relied on, that besides 
the 5 large steamers destroyed at or near the city of Yazoo, Isaac 
N. Brown, late heutenant in the U. S. Navy, in a panic, and for fear 
they would fall into our hands, set fire to and sank 14 others, among 
them 9 large ones, the machinery of which was intended to be sent 
to Selma for the gunboats building at that place. This makes 14 
steamers lost to the enemy on the last visit, and 8 on the second. 
Confirmatory of this I enclose an extract from a rebel paper. 

There are no more steamers on the Yazoo; the large fleet that 
sought refuge there, as the safest place in rebeldom, have all been 
destroyed. 

I hear to-day that Lieutenant Commanding Bache has captured 
two rebel steamers in White River, loaded with stores, all the steam- 
ers that were up there. I have received no official report of the 
transaction as yet. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington, 


[Enclosure. ] 
A rebel postscript, concerning the capture of Yazoo City. 


A correspondent of the Atlanta Appeal writes as follows in relation 
to the capture of Yazoo City and the burning of the fleet of boats at 
that point: 

You have been informed of the gallant fight made by the garrison 
of 700 men at Yazoo City, repulsing the gunboats, and the subsequent 
blowing up of the works and evacuation of the place. It appears 
now that 5,000 Yankee infantry were moving to the rear of the city. 
It was a cunning move on the part of the Yankees, their object being 
to interest both the fortifications and Commodore Brown's fleet of 
boats until the infantry could get above them on the river, thus cut- 
ting off retreat and capturing a very rich prize. Our men were too 
wise to be caught in such a trap. The only boat captured was the 
little packet boat St, Mary, the crew escaping in small boats. 
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Though the Yankees gained nothing, our loss is very heavy in 
boats and material of a character much needed. Commodore Brown 
scuttled and burned the Magenta, Mary Keene, Magnolia, Pargoud, 
John Walsh, [R. J.| Lockland, Scotland, Golden Age, Arcadia, 
[Ferd.| Kennett, [E. J.) Gay, Peytona, Prince of Wales, Natchez, 
and Parallel in the Yazoo River, and Dewdrop, Emma Bett, Sharp, 
and Meares in the Sunflower. We have only left, of all the splendid 
fleet which sought refuge in the Yazoo River, the Hope, Hartford 
City, [Ben] McOulloch, and Cotton Plant, which are up the Talla- 
hatchie and Yalobusha. The Aennett is sunk across the mouth of 
the Yalobusha and the Walsh across that of the Tallahatchie. 

The gunboats came up the river as far as the mouth of the Tchula 
River, and raided in the direction of the Blackwater and Lexington. 
This closes the history of another strongly defended river. 


Extract from log of U. §. S. Kenwood. 


July 12, 1863.—At 1:50 a. m. entered the Yazoo River. At 3:15 
met the steamer Deligent bound down. At 3:50 came in sight of the 
encampment at Haynes’ Bluff. At 4 a. m. passed the fleet of trans- 
ports at Haynes’ Bluff. At 7:45 a. m. passed the mouth of the Big 
Sunflower River, 

July 18.—At 8:15 a. m. transports Armenia, Dove, Iatan, Arago, 
Prima Donna, Anglo-Saxon, and Meteor came up astern. At 9:10 
p. m. dropped in astern of the Anglo-Saxon and proceeded up the 
river. At 9:30 piped to quarters and exercised the guns for one 
hour. At 10:40 a. m. came up with the ironclad gunboat Baron De 
Kalb. From 12 to 4 p. m.: Weather cloudy and threatening rain. 
At 12:30 p. m. tied up to the bank above the gunboat Signal. At 
1:50 p. m. cast off from the bank and started up the river. At 2:15 
p. m. the Baron De Kalb was fired into from the fortifications of 
Yazoo City. She replied, and we, coming in range, opened on them 
with bow guns, expending one 5-second shell and ten 10-second shells. 
At 3:40 p. m. ceased firing and dropped down to the place of start- 
ing. At 3:55 tied up to the bank. At 6:45 p. m. Captain Walker 
came alongside in a cutter. At 1:15 p.m, steamer Dove passed up. 
At 7:20 p. m. started up the river, the De Halb in advance, we fol- 
lowing a short distance astern. At 7:30 p. m. the De Kalb was 
struck by a torpedo and sank in about twenty minutes. By 9 o’clock 
the crew of the De Kalb, with their baggage, were safely aboard. 
At 9:15 p. m. a torpedo exploded close to cur port bow, but did no 
damage. At 11:30 p. m. dropped down the river a short distance 
to allow the Signal to come alongside the Baron De Kalb. 


Report of Major-General Herron, U. 8. Army, commanding military force. 


Herapquarters Herrron’s Division, 
Steamer Chancellor, en route to New Orleans, July 25, 1863. 
Coronet: T have the honor to report that on the 10th instant, 
while in camp at Vicksburg, I received orders from Major-General 
Grant to embark the troops of my command on boats for Port 
Hudson, 
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On the morning of the 11th, my command was embarked and ready 
to move, when news of the surrender of that place was received, and 
the orders were countermanded, and I was directed to proceed to 
and up the Yazoo River, 

As this change of orders necessitated a change of boats, consuming 
much time, my fleet sailed about 11 a. m. of the 12th instant, con- 
voyed by the ironclad gunboat De Kalb, Captain Walker, command- 
ing, and two tinclads. 

On arriving at Haynes’ Bluff, during the afternoon of the same 
day, I took on 25 men of the Second Wisconsin Cavalry, under 
Lieutenant E. J. Meyers, and proceeded up the river. 

About noon of the 13th instant, I arrived at a point about one and 
one-half miles below the city of Yazoo, and immediately sent the 
gunboats farther up the stream to engage and ascertain the strength 
and position of the enemy’s batteries, and commenced disembarking 
my troops. Captain Walker, with the De Kalb, proceeded upstream, 
and in a very few minutes was engaging the enemy. Owing to the 
river being so narrow and crooked, he was able to bring but one or 
two of his guns to bear on their works, and, finding the enemy’s 
guns were posted in strong positions, in well-constructed earthworks, 
and ascertaining their exact location, he withdrew after firing some 
30 rounds. 

Previous to landing my troops, I had dispatched the cavalry force 
of 25 men, under Lieutenant Meyers, from a point some 3 miles be- 
low, to proceed up the west side of the river to the rear of the city 
and prevent the enemy, if possible, from removing any of the boats 
reported to be there, and also obtain such information as they could 
of the strength and position of the enemy. Having waited some little 
time and hearing nothing from my scouting parties, I ordered for- 
ward three regiments of infantry to take the main road on the east 
side of the river and move directly upon the enemy’s works. After 
advancing perhaps half a mile they discovered the bridge crossing a 
heavy bayou destroyed, so as to be unsafe for use, and the stream 
not fordable. Some little time was consumed in repairing this to en- 
able us to cross, when, on pushing rapidly forward, we discovered the 
works deserted and the enemy fled. I immediately sent the Twentieth 
Wisconsin Infantry, Colonel Bertram commanding, in pursuit. He 
followed them some 10 miles, taking quite a number of prisoners and 
some arms, compelling them to leave by the roadside a few wagons 
and one gun carriage, partially disabled. I then ordered the fleet to 
proceed up the river to the city, and, with Major Clark, of my staff, 
went on board the gunboat De Kalb in advance of them. The De 

‘alb had moved up to a point nearly opposite the city, when she was 
blown up by a torpedo (a number of which had been placed in the 
river by Captain Brown, of the Confederate Navy), which tore away 
some 2 feet of her port bow, and sinking her in less than a quarter 
of an hour in 15 feet of water. Fortunately no one was hurt; and to 
the coolness and efficiency of Captain Walker and his subordinate 
officers may be attributed the fact that none was drowned, as she be- 
came unmanageable almost immediately after being struck and sank 
very rapidly. Captain Walker afterwards raised and brought away 
all her guns and a large portion of her small arms, etc. 

* * i Xt * * we 
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I would report as the result of the expedition : ; 

1. The capture and destruction of the works at Yazoo City. 

2. Three hundred prisoners, including eight commissioned officers. 

8. One small steamer captured and five burned. 

4. Six pieces of heavy ordnance and a considerable amount of ord- 
‘nance stores. 

5. About 250 stand of small arms. 

6. About 2,000 bales of cotton. 

7. About 800 head of horses and mules. 

8. Hospital bedding, mattresses, sheets, towels, pillows, and blankets 
for 450 patients. 

All of which have been turned over to the proper officers of your 
staff. 

T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. J. Herron, 
Major-General, Commanding Expedition. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Joun A. Raw rns, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee. 


Order of Major-General Grant, U. §. Army, to Major-General Herron, U. 8. Army, 
regarding his return from Yazoo City. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., July 14, 1863. 

GENERAL: You may remain in Yazoo City as long as Admiral 
Porter thinks necessary to save all that can be saved from the gun- 
boats, or leave such a force as may be necessary for the protection of 
those engaged in that work, and return with the balance of your com- 
mand. 

Bring with you such Government stores as you can, and destroy 
all others. You may bring along the cotton mentioned in your letter, 
and particularly bring all the negro men you can. 

I do not want you to remain longer in Yazoo City than may be 
absolutely necessary, because it may become necessary for me to send 
all the forces that can be possibly spared to Jackson. 

Very respectfully, U.S. Grant. 


Major-General Herron, 
Commanding Yazoo Hupedition. 


P. S.—Two regiments will be enough to leave at Yazoo City while 
the gunboats remain there. You will return here with the remainder 
of your command, as you may be needed below. 


Report of Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army: 


Vicxspure, Miss., July 15, 1863—10 a. m. 
General Sherman has Jackson invested from Pearl River on the 
north to the river on the south. This has cut many hundred cars 
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trom the Confederacy. Sherman says he has force enough, and feels 
no apprehension about the result. Finding Yazoo City was being 
fortified, I sent General Herron there with his division. He cap- 
tured several hundred prisoners, one gunboat, five pieces of heavy 
artillery, and all the public stores fell into our hands. The enemy 
burned three steamboats on the approach of the gunboats. The De 
Aalb was blown up, and sank in 15 feet of water, by the explosion of 
atorpedo. Finding that the enemy were crossing cattle for the rebel 
army at Natchez, and were said to have several thousand there now, 
I have sent steamboats and troops to collect them, and to destroy their 
boats and all means for making a move. General Banks has made 
requisition on me for steamboats, coal, and forage, which I have sent. 
Shall I send the Ninth Army Corps back to Burnside so soon as Joe 
Johnston is driven from Jackson ? 
U.S. Grant. 
Major-General H. W. Hatiecx, 
General-in-Chief. 


Report of Major-General Herron, U. S. Army, referring to withdrawal of his 
force from Yazoo City. 


Yazoo ExpeEpirion, 
Yazoo City, July 16, 1863. 

T have just received your order, and will march in one hour, tak- 
ing with me seven regiments infantry and four pieces artillery, 
leaving Brigadier-General W. W. Orme with one regiment and five 
pieces at this place. My route will be south of Benton, crossing 
| Big] Black River at or near Warsaw. I shall go to Canton or 
near that place, and will carry out your orders in regard to the 
cavalry force. In regard to the cavalry force, there is no force of 
the enemy near here, except a small body of cavalry at Alexandria. 

Captain Walker arrived yesterday afternoon with your first order, 
and I had prepared to leave, intending to move at 10 o’clock this 
morning. 

They are making very good progress in getting out the guns from 
the De Kalb, and will finish to-morrow. I send down by this boat 
the well prisoners I have taken, viz, 122 privates and 7 officers. I 
have paroled 1 officer and 146 men from the hospitals. I shall cross 
Big Black to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, * 
F. J. Herron. 


General Grant. 


re 


[Telegram. ] 


Yazoo City, July 10, 1863. 
Tn the event of having to abandon the Yazoo, what shall we do 


with the steamboats ? 
Tsaac N. Brown. 


General Jossepu E. JouHNSTON. 
51246°—n w R—voL 25—12-——19 
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Order of General Johnston, C. §. Army, to Commander Brown, C. S. Navy, 
regarding destruction of Confederate property. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Jackson, Miss., July 14, 1863. 


Sir: If it is necessary to abandon the Yazoo country, you will 
destroy all steamboats and public property to the extent of your 
means. 

By command of General Johnston: 

Bens. S. Ewe, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Capt. I. N. Brown. 


[Telegram. ] 


Lexineton, Miss., July 17, 1863. 


Yazoo City has been abandoned to the enemy and with it the 
river. If there are any small steamers on the Tallahatchie have them 
destroyed. General Johnston has ordered me to destroy the public 
property along the Yazoo. This destruction should include all 
cotton west of Big Black. I have no one to execute this order. Can 
you detail one of your local companies of cavalry to burn in Holmes 
and Carroll? If the cotton is left for the enemy it will more than 
pay their expenses in taking Vicksburg. We have sunk, by tor- 
pedoes, in sight of Yazoo City, the ironclad De Kalb, of 13 guns. 
Grant intrenching close to Jackson. Heavy firing there yesterday. 
Enemy have not yet extended from Yazoo City beyond Benton. 

Tsaac N. Brown, 
Commander, C. 8S. Navy. 
Brigadier-General CHALMERS. 


[ Telegram. ] 
Meriwian, July 20, 1863. 
We repulsed the gunboats at Yazoo City on Monday last, but our 
infantry force retreated and I had to abandon my guns. We de- 
stroyed our steamboats. The ironclad De Kalb, of 13 guns, was 
sunk by torpedo. I will report in writing from Selma. My few 
men have gone to Mobile. 
Isaac N. Brown, 
Commander, C. 8S. Navy. 
General JOHNSTON. 


Report of Commander Brown, C. S. Navy. 


Szeima, Axa., July 21, 1863. 
Genera: I have the honor to report that the enemy’s gunboats, 
while ascending the Yazoo on the 14th instant, p. m., were attacked 
by the heavy battery under my command at Yazoo City, and, after an 
hour’s firing, were driven back out of sight without loss on our side. 
While waiting for a renewal of their attempt to ascend the river I re- 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 291 


ceived a message from Lieutenant-Colonel [William B.] Creasman, 
commanding the Twenty-ninth Regiment North Carolina Volunteers, 
saying that he had abandoned his works and was retreating by the 
Benton road. This movement left no force between my gunners and 
the land forces of the enemy, who were close at hand ind wien 
I had then either to withdraw or suffer the capture or destruction 
of my men. We were the last to leave Yazoo City, and the enemy 
entered it soon after we marched out. It is my opinion that if Col- 
onel Creasman had waited to receive the enemy’s attack our whole 
force would have been captured or destroyed. 

Without doubt this Slicer will have submitted to you a special 
report of the conduct of Captain Robert Voigt, commanding a com- 
pany of Texans of Waul’s Legion, who were serving as heavy artil- 
lerists at Yazoo City. This Captain Voigt was ordered by Colonel 
Creasman to join his command on the retreat, and he could, without 
difficulty, have obeyed the order. If he has fallen into the enemy’s 
hands, as is most probable, it has been because he wished to do so. 

After withdrawing from Yazoo City I ordered my small command, 
consisting of less than 40 effective men, to make the best of their 
way to Mobile, Ala. In doing this I was obeying a provisional order 
of the Navy Department given to me some time ago. 

It gives me pleasure to add, in concluding this report, that while 
the enemy failed to capture our transports (which we destroyed) 
they sustained, besides their defeat on the river, the loss of their 
finest ironclad (the De Halb, of 13 guns, the flagship of their expedi- 
tion), which was sunk by one of our torpedoes, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Isaac N. Brown, 
Commander, 0. S. Navy. 


General JosrpH E. JoHNSTON, 
Commanding Department, etc., 
Headquarters near Jackson, Miss. 


Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Creasman, ©. S. Army, commanding at Yazoo City. 
Jury 25, 1863. , 

Sir: Being informed on the 10th instant that General Cosby was 
moving from Mechanicsburg in the direction of Canton, I imme- 
diately sent out pickets on the different roads leading to Yazoo City. 
I also sent 4 of Lieutenant Johnson’s* cavalry 12 miles below the 
city on the road running down the west bank of the river. 
About 7 p. m. on the 12th instant, I received information, through 

a citizen living 25 miles below the city, that there were three gun- 
boats coming up the river, and immediately gave orders for the com- 
mand to be in readiness for action. A few minutes later one of my 
pickets came in from below and reported one gunboat within 12 miles 
of the city. By a little after dark the gunners were at their guns 
and the infantry in the redoubts and rifle-pits, the right wing of my 
regiment resting on the Liverpool road and the left on the Vicksburg 


* Unidentified. 
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road, 1 mile from the city. Captain James A. Hoskins’ light battery 
was planted—three pieces on the Vicksburg road and one on the 
Liverpool road. 

In the meantime the baggage, cooking vessels, etc., were placed on 
the wagons and sent 2 miles north of town. About 10 p. m. I received 
a dispatch informing me that General Cosby had engaged the enemy 
near Canton, and upon receipt of this information I immediately 
ordered the wagons and baggage on the boats, believing it impossible 
to retreat across the country, if retreat should become necessary. Con- 
sequently, I determined, if retreat should be inevitable, to go up the 
river and join General Chalmers. : 

Early on the 18th I called on Lieutenant Johnson for 4 reliable 
cavalrymen, whom I posted down the river, 5 miles distant from 
each other. About 10 a. m. one of these came in and reported four 
gunboats and six transports passing Liverpool up the river. Shortly 
afterwards another picket came in from the opposite side of the river, 
confirming previous reports. Lieutenant Johnson and Adjutant John 
E. Hoey also made a reconnoissance and assured me the boats were 
coming up the river. About 12 m. another picket came in and re- 
ported the enemy landing 3 miles below the city, though he could 
give no positive information as to their strength or the number of 
transports landing. I immediately sent Captain Sanders and Lieu- 
tenant Johnson, with about 20 men (mounted), to ascertain, if pos- 
sible, their strength and movements. About 3 p. m. one gunboat 
appeared in sight of our battery of heavy guns, which promptly 
opened fire upon her at a distance of 14 miles. She halted, replied, 
and a brisk cannonade ensued, lasting about half an hour, when she 
ceased firing and backed out of sight down the river. During this 
firing Lieutenant Johnson returned and reported Captain Sanders 
and 3 men cut off, the enemy moving up Short Creek, endeavoring 
to turn our left flank. Soon after another picket from the Mechanics- 
burg road reported Captain Sanders and 1 man captured and 1 horse 
killed and confirmed Lieutenant Johnson’s report as to the enemy’s 
direction. Shortly after a picket from up the river reported the Sz. 
Mary, a small picket boat, captured. This boat was up the river a 
distance by water of 7 miles, but by land only 3 miles. The other 
boats were still higher up the river. Those which were wooded moved 
up the river, and those not wooded were burned. Captain W. T. 
Edwards, acting commissary of subsistence, carried the commissary 
stores off on those boats which escaped. One hundred beef cattle near 
Benton I ordered out by way of Lexington. 

About 5 p. m. I determined to evacuate the place, finding I was 
entirely overpowered and almost surrounded. I concentrated my 
forces at the redoubt on the Canton road, half a mile from town, ex- 
cept Captain Robert Voigt, of Waul’s Texas legion, who, refusing 
to obey my orders relative to the evacuation, was, with his company 
(C), captured by the enemy, when he could have escaped with the 
rest of the command. I considered it dangerous to send after him 
when I found he refused to come out, the enemy being then in sight 
on the west bank of the river. I ordered Captain Isaac N. Brown 
C. S. Navy, to destroy or render useless the heavy artillery, which 

_he failed to do, informing me afterwards that he did not have time, 
and to destroy them by blowing up would have given the enemy 
notice of our intention to evacuate and thereby endanger our retreat. 
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I moved the command about 7 p. m. toward Lexington via Benton, 
crossed the railroad at Goodman, and Pearl River at Edwards 
Ferry, arriving at Hillsborough on the 20th, and reported to you on 
the 22d. I would have reported at an earlier moment, but that droves 
of cattle were being hurried through the town and men and officers 
constantly passing, who reported two of your divisions coming up 
on the Hillsborough road and your entire army moving toward 
Meridian. So soon as I found the army was still near Morton and 
Forest, at which former place I was told you had headquarters. I 
reported to you. 

I am reliably informed that the baggage and cooking vessels are 
on the road to Meridian from Winona or Louisville. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Wm. B. Creasman, 
Lieutenant Colonel 29th North Carolina Regiment, 
Late Commanding Post at Yazoo City. 
Colonel [B. S.] Ewe. 


Correspondence between July 13 and October 30, relating to trans- 
fer of Marine Brigade from Navy to. Army. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, transmitting 
suggestions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


Navy Department, July 31, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a communi- 
cation dated the 13th instant from Rear-Admiral Porter, and to 
recommend his suggestions touching the disposition of the Marine 
Brigade to your favorable consideration. 
Very respectfully, etce., 
Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. E. M. Sranton, 
Secretary of War. 


[Enclosure.] 


No. 90.] U. S. Mississtepr SQuapRoN, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Off Vicksburg, July 12, 1863. 

Sm: The want of steam transportation in the army is very much 
felt. The Marine Brigade consists of a large number of vessels capa- 
ble of transporting 10,000 men. I would recommend that the brigade 
and vessels should be turned over to the commander-in-chief of the 
Army of the Tennessee, Major-General U. S. Grant, who should 
properly direct all military movements here. I find the Marine Bri- 
gade and army do not get along very well together when cooperating. 
T would therefore recommend that General Grant should take charge 
of the whole concern, excepting the Ram Fleet, which should be 
turned over to the Navy for transports; they are mostly worn out and 
are run at great expense. 
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The brigade as it is now is so small that it is not available against 
the bodies of guerrillas which infest the Mississippi. If it is placed 
under General Grant’s orders altogether he can use the vessels to 
throw into any place a body of 10,000 men. J have offered to order 
the brigade to report to him for what duty he may wish to assign it, 
but he would prefer to have it placed entirely under his control, that 
he may make permanent arrangements, with regard to a proper organ- 
ization. At present there are a good many complaints about the 
Ellet Marine Brigade, which, whether true or not, seem to require 
that a better organization should exist. I recommend most urgently 
that I may be ordered to transfer the brigade and vessels permanently 
to the Army, and that an order may be received from the War De- 
partment to deliver up to the Navy the rams to be used as transports, 
or else to have them turned over to the Quartermaster’s Department 
of the Army, where they are much needed. 

General Banks has just called for twenty steamers, and General 
Grant has to curtail his transportation to comply with the request. 

The brigade is at present employed at a distance, and the whole 
effective force is about 500 men; if the army had the steamers they 
could make better use of them. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Giron WE LLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
transmitting response from the War Department. 


Navy Department, August 10, 1863. 
Sir: The Department transmitted a copy of your No. 90 to the 
Secretary of War, and recommended to his favorable consideration 
your suggestions as to the disposition of the Marine Brigade and 
Ram Fleet. An adverse reply on the subject has been received, dated 
the 5th instant, a copy of which is inclosed herewith for your infor- 
mation. 
Very respectfully, ete., 
GipEoN WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


{ Enclosure. } 


War DeparTMENT, 
Washington City, August &, 1863. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, transmitting a copy 
of a communication from Rear-Admiral Porter suggesting that the 
Marine Brigade be turned over to the commanding general of the 
Army of the Tennessee, and that the Ram Fleet be transferred to the 
Navy, I have the honor to inform you that, upon reference of the 
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same to the general-in-chief, that officer has made a report in the fol- 
lowing words, to wit: 

This matter having been fully discussed in Cabinet and decided, I see no good 
reason for changing the decision then made. 

H. W. HALiecr, 
General-in-Chief. 
Aveust 4, 1863. 
In which opinion this Department concurs. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


Epwin M. Stanton, 


Hon. Gmron WELLEs, Secretary of War. 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §. Navy, upon learning unofficially of the 
transfer. 


No. 145.] Mississipr1 Squapron, Fiacsuie Buack Hawx, 
Cairo, September 20, 1863. 

Sir: Iam informed (unofficially) that a telegram has been received 
by General Ellet from the War Department that the Marine Brig- 
ade has been turned over to General Grant. If any announcement 
of the fact has been sent to me I have not received it. 

The brigade is now without any coal and can not operate without 
assistance in that respect. I have no more than will barely last me 
with strict economy until the river rises, and as the gunboats keep 
constantly on the move, and I have the requests of six major-gen- 
erals—Burnside, Rosecrans, Grant, Banks, Hurlbut, and Steele—to 
comply with, I can not very well deprive ourselves of any coal with- 
out diminishing the supply sent to the different stations, and cur- 
tailing their operations. 

If the Army is to take the brigade, they can look to that branch of 
the service for a further supply. Will you be pleased to inform me 
if the brigade is to be turned over ? 

They burned all their own coal in the transportation of troops, in 
which they have been actively employed up to within a short time 
since the fall of Vicksburg. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davw D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
responding to enquiry regarding the transfer. 
Navy Department, September 29, 1563. 
Sir: I have to inform you, in answer to your No. 145, that the 
Department has received no information of the transfer of the 
Marine Brigade to General Grant’s command. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
Gweron WELLES, 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Portzr, ay of the Navy. 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting telegram announcing 
the transfer of the brigade to General Grant, U. S. Army. 


No. 157.] Mississipp1 SquapRon, Fiacsuipe Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, October 4, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of a telegram re- 
ceived in relation to the Marine Brigade. __ 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Davin D. Porter, 


7 ane 
Hon. Giron WELLEs, ear- Admiral. 


Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


[Enclosure—Telegram. ] 


Catro, October 3, 1863. 


I can get off on the Liberty that leaves to-night. I sent you a note 
this morning in the general’s behalf. Regret I did not see you in 
erson. 
: The Marine Brigade has been transferred by order to General 
Grant. Will you be good enough to order all boats now here belong- 
ing to it to proceed at once to Vicksburg. 
J. H. Witson, 


ear cinira poses Lieutenant-Colonel, ete. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting copy of order from the 
War Department to Brigadier-General Ellet, with comment from the latter. 


No. 160.] MississipP1 SquapRoN, FiacsHiep Biack Hawk, 
Cairo, October 12, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a telegram 
from the honorable Secretary of War and a communication from 
General Ellet in relation to it. 

General Grant has ordered the Marine Brigade to Vicksburg. 
Having no authority from the Navy Department to act in the matter, 
I have declined issuing any orders until the usual steps are taken 
that are customary from one Department to another. 

In the meantime General Ellet will, I presume, obey the orders 
he received from the War Devartment. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Davin D. Porter, 


Hon. Giron Weis, Rear-Admiral. 
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D.C. 


[Endorsement. ] 


Write to Porter that they have been transferred without the 
knowledge of this Department, and he will acquiesce in their removal 
to the Army. 


[Enclosures—Telegrams. ] 


WasuIneton, August 29, 1863. 
Your command has been placed under charge of General Grant. 
All applications for authority to recruit, or other purposes, must be 
made through him. 
Epwin M. Sranton. 
Brigadier-General Atrrep W. Ener. 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 297 


Heapquarrers Mississtppt Martner Brreape, 
Flagship Autocrat, Cairo, Ill., October 12, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of dispatch from the honor- 
able Secretary of War for your inspection. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Aurrep W. ELet, 
Brigadier-General. 


Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter. 


Letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
copies of War Department correspondence on the subject of the transfer. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, October 14, 1863. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 9th instant enquiring if the 
Marine Brigade under Brigadier-General Ellet, lately attached to 
the Mississippi Squadron, has been transferred to General Grant, I 
have the honor to transmit herewith copies of a report and several 
accompanying documents upon the subject from the general-in-chief, 
indicating the action of this Department in the premises and the 
reasons for the same. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
Epwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 


Hon. Giron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


{Endorsement.] 


War Department refused to transfer the fleet to General Grant as 
requested by Admiral Porter. : 


[Enclosures. ] 
OctopER 12, 1863. 
T return herewith copies of all correspondence on this subject, from 
which it will appear that Admiral Porter wished General Grant to 
assume command of the Marine Brigade. 
H. W. Hattecr, 
General-in-C hief. 


Heapquarters DrparTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., August 14, 1863. 

Genera: Enclosed I send you a letter directed to General Ransom, 
from A. T. Bowen. This is but one of numerous complaints made of 
the conduct of the Marine Brigade under General Ellet. 

I think it highly probable the charges brought against the Marine 
Brigade are exaggerated, but that this conduct is bad and their 
services very slight in comparison to the great expense they are to the 
Government and the injury they do I do not doubt. Seven of the 
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finest boats on the Mississippi River are kept for the use of this 
brigade, the brigade not numbering over 800 effective men. 

They live on board their boats, thus keeping cavalry horses and 
all with them, I should think very much to the prejudice of their 
effectiveness and the good of the service. 

These boats in charge of the department commander might be 
very useful in transporting troops from one place to another within 
the department, and in carrying troops to operate against guerrillas. 
But then the troops should be selected with reference to their com- 
manding officer and the number necessary with reference to the service 
to be performed. 

Tf there is nothing in the terms of enlistment of the Marine Brigade 
to prevent it, I would earnestly recommend that they be transferred 
to the land service, and their boats to the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, to be used as suggested above. 

Tf they can not be transferred I would as earnestly recommend that 
the whole brigade be mustered out of service and the boats be taken 
for general use. I am fully satisfied that the boats are worth much 
more to the service than the boats and men. 

T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


U. S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
Brigadier-General L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General of the Army. 


VicxssurG, Miss., August 14, 1863. 
(Via Louisville, Ky., August 23.) 

Sir: Major-General Grant is very desirous of having transferred 
to him Brigadier-General Ellet’s command, which is in accordance 
with the wishes of Admiral Porter. General Ellet has seven of the 
largest and finest boats on the Western waters for a command not 
exceeding 800 effective men. 

General Grant constantly requires transports for troops; and if 
this transfer is made, he will land General Ellet’s command and 
thus be enabled fully to avail himself of the transports. Besides, he 
can give General Ellet, when on shore, a command more suitable to 
his rank. 

L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General. 
Hon. Epwin M. Sranron, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., August 24, 1863. 
GreneraL: Adjutant General Thomas has telegraphed to the War 
Department, asking that Brigadier-General Ellet’s Marine Brigade 
be placed on shore duty and his ram boats be turned over to you as 
transports. 
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The Secretary of War does not approve the conversion of this 
marine or river brigade into a land brigade, but authorizes you to 
use any of General Ellet’s brigade for temporary shore duty, and any 
of his boats for temporary transports whenever the exigencies of the 
service requires this use. 

This brigade was organized and the men enlisted especially for 
service as river men, in conjunction with either the military or naval 
forces, as circumstances might require. They have already proved 
themselves valuable auxiliaries and can probably be used to great 
advantage against guerrilla parties on the Mississippi and with expe- 
ditions up the Arkansas and Red rivers. 

Moreover, as the men have been enlisted for a spécial service, if 
that service were entirely changed, it might be claimed that they 
were released from their contract. 

Alternate employment on land and water, as circumstances require, 
is deemed within the object of the organization; you are therefore 
authorized to so employ the boats and the men as you may require 
their services. 

It is said by Adjutant-General Thomas that Admiral Porter wishes 
you to take charge of these boats and the brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


H. W. Hateck, 
General-in-Chef. 
Major-General U. S. Granv, 
Vicksburg. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., August 27, 1863. 
GrneraL: Your dispatch of the 14th in regard to Ellet’s brigade 
has been received and shown to the Secretary of War. He directs 
that you assume command of this brigade and take proper measures 
to reduce it to discipline, trying and punishing the guilty parties. 
For reasons given in my letter of the 24th instant, it is not deemed 
advisable at present to break up this brigade, but you can detach and 
place on shore such portions of it as you may deem necessary for the 
good of the service. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. Hatiecx, 
General-in-Chief. 
Major-General Grant. 
Vicksburg, Miss. 


[Hatract endorsement book.) 


Heapquarters ofr THE Army, October 12, 1863. 
Received October 2, 1863, from J. S. Hurd, acting volunteer lieu- 
tenant, commanding U. S. gunboat Hxechange, a letter dated Septem- 
ber 24, 1863, reporting that the preeete system adopted for the sup- 
pression of guerrillas along the Western and Southern rivers is very 
deficient. 
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The present method, viz, patrolling the rivers with gunboats, does 
not amount to anything save upon the immediate banks of the rivers. 

The plan Lieutenant Hurd now proposes for the more sure de- 
struction of guerrillas and marauding parties is, that a light-draft 
transport, capable of carrying 75 to 100 cavalry, should accompany 
each gunboat engaged in patrolling; said transports should remain 
under protection of respective gunboats. Work that could be done 
on shore would be incalculable. 

Pleads an experience of twenty-five years on Western and Southern 
rivers, and twenty-seven months in the Mississippi Squadron. 


{[ Endorsement. ] 


This is precisely what was intended to be accomplished by Brig- 
adier-General Ellet’s brigade and boats. It was proposed that each 
boat should carry a company of cavalry and a piece, or section, of 
artillery, to land and pursue the guerrilla bands from the river. It 
is still believed that this will be found the most effectual method of 
keeping the Mississippi open. 

Respectfully referred to Major-General Grant. 

H. W. Hatxecx, 
General-in-C hief. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, giving 
the date of transfer. 


Navy Department, October 19, 1863. 
Sir: From a reply of the Secretary of War to an enquiry made by 
this Department, it appears that an order was given on the 27th of 
August last, to Major-General Grant, to assume the command of 
the Marine Brigade. 
Very respectfully, ete. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
the close of his authority over the brigade. 


Navy DrpartMent, October 21, 1863. 
Sir: I have received your No. 160 and enclosures in reference to 
the Marine Brigade. You were informed a day or two since of the 
transfer of the brigade to Major-General Grant without the knowl- 
edge of this Department. Your connection with it has therefore 
ceased and, of course, you will not interfere with its movements. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
GipEon WELLES, 


Secretary of Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General Ellet, ex 
pressing appreciation of his zeal in the public service. 


U.S. Misstssiprr Squapron, Fiacsuie Biuack Hawk, 
Cairo, October 30, 1863. 

Genera: I beg leave to enclose you copy of a communication 
I have received from the Secretary of the Navy in relation to the 
transfer of your command to General Grant, the first official notice 
I have received. 

The Secretary’s letter is in answer to the telegram from the War 
Department you sent to me and which I enclosed to him. As our 
official relations are at an end, permit me to express my appreciation 
of the zeal you have always manifested in regard to the public service, 
and with best wishes remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davw D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Brigadier-General A. W. Ener, 
Commanding Marine Brigade. 


Letter from the Secretary of War to Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding 
Marine Brigade, granting leave of absence on the death of Colonel Ellet. 


Wasurnoton, [Vovember] 1, 1863. 
I regret the death of Colonel Ellet. You have leave of absence for 
ten or fifteen days, as your purposes may require. 
Epwin M. Sranton, 
Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General Ever. 


Nore.—Charles Rivers Ellet died in Bunker Hill, Ill., October 
29, 1863. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major- 
General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding the movements of Con- 
federates. 

Orr VicxspurG, July 14, 1863. 


Generav: A party of guerrillas about 4,000 strong have assembled 
at Ashwood, below Carthage, with fieldpieces, for the purpose of 
firing into transports. They have their camps at Bayou Bedell 
[Vidal?]. As near as I can ascertain, they are engaged in driving 
in mules and negroes and also calculate to make an attack on Young’s 
Point and carry off the negroes there. A man by the name of 
O’Karb acts as a spy for them and comes into Young’s Point for 
rations, and keeps the rebels regularly informed of what is going 
on there. He lives 3 miles below Bowers’ Landing. 

I will endeavor to send a gunboat to protect the cattle steamers 
as they come up. The Carondelet is lying within 2 miles of Ashwood, 
and I will move her down closer, though I do not want her to lose 
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sight of the Indianola. If you have a force to spare, the Carondelet 
could cover them, if you wish to chase these fellows out. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General U. S. Grant, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee, U. S. Army. 


Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U.S. Navy, commanding U.S.S8. 
Carondelet, acknowledging receipt of orders. 


U.S. S. CaronpELeET, 
July 14, 1S63—4 p.m. 

ApmiraL: I have received your dispatch this moment by the B, 
and had prepared this letter in anticipation of your suggestion. I 
will get. underway at once and obey your order. Unless your infor- 
mation is better than mine, I doubt if that number of guerrillas are 
there yet. If I make any discovery I will send you a messenger in the 
morning. 

I have ordered the arrest of James, and will keep him in close con- 
finement. He is at the bottom of this business. 

In haste, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Jno. McLreop Murpuy, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding U.S. Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—James is now on board, and I will take him under the fire if 
there 1s any. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Shaw, U.S. Navy, regarding 
depredations committed by the Marine Brigade. 


U.S. Gunsoar JULIET, 
White River Station, July 14, 1863. 

Sir: I have to report that General Ellet’s Marine Brigade arrived 
here on the evening of the 11th instant and anchored above me, just 
below the mouth of White River. On Saturday his men commenced 
crossing to the Mississippi shore in small boats, and I soon learned 
that they were committing all sorts of depredations. They dragged 
a family carriage to the river and rolled it in; they stole furniture, 
and robbed a negro of vegetables he was bringing to me, throwing 
his cart into the river. 

I immediately wrote the enclosed note to General Ellet, and re- 
ceived the reply, copies of which I forward. 

The reason I wanted the 3 deserters was, because valuable infor- 
mation can often be gained from them, as in the case of the refugee, 
ie whom I sent to Captain Prichett just before the attack on 

elena. 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 303 
If General Ellet persists in allowing his boats to cross the river 
without reporting to me I shall certainly fire into them, as I am bound 
to carry out the orders given me by Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ep. SHaw, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant pro tem., Commanding Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer. 


Report of Brigadier-General Buford, U. 8. Army, regarding the 
emportance of an increased force for the protection of Cairo, LU. 


Heapquarters Division or Catro, 
Cairo, Ill., July 15, 1863. 

Sir: It is known to you that the capture of Cairo, with the destruc- 
tion of the naval stores at that place, would be one of the most serious 
disasters the enemy could inflict, involving millions of dollars’ worth 
of ammunition and naval supplies, which would cripple the entire 
flotilla below and cut off all communication with the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi above. This might be accomplished by a traitorous boat’s 
crew, 1n cooperation with a rebel force crossing either river 10 miles 
above this place, making a night attack with 1,000 men. Such an 
adventure is as probable as the recent successful raids that have been 
made in Indiana. 

To defend this place, I have this day 284 officers and soldiers for 
duty, being a part of a regiment which have been prisoners of war 
and paroled, and not in a good state of discipline. 

* * * * %* * * 

From time to time Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, has called my 
attention to the value of the position we hold and the inadequate 
force. As he has ordnance stores he has caused an organization into 
companies of the workmen in the navy yard, but as yet they have not 
been armed or drilled. * * * JI have apprised you of the dis- 
loyal sentiments of the people of southern Illinois and shall do what 
I can to meet an emergency. I have not arms or ammunition, even 
for the convalescents who could fight, at Mound City and this place. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
N. B. Burorp, 
Brigadier-General. 
General AsgoTH, 
Commanding. 


(Telegram. ] 
Navy DrpartMent, July 15, 1863. 
An expedition is projected up White River, and light-draft gun- 
boats are required to cooperate. You will furnish them. General 
Schofield will give you full particulars. 
GipEON WELLES. 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Fleet Captain A. M. Pennocn, 
Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ll. \ 
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8S. Navy, referring to proposed 
evacuation of Fort Heiman, Ky., in view of the rumored advance 
of General Pillow, C. S. Army. 


Orrice Misstsstpp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, [ll., July 15, 1863. 


Sir: I enclose you copies of telegraphic dispatches* received from 
Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, which will give you all the informa- 
tion I possess in relation to the movements of Morgan and the gun- 
boats in the Ohio River. 

General Asboth, commanding at Columbus, Ky., telegraphed last 
night that the rebel general, Pillow, is reported to be at Macedonia, 
Tenn., awaiting reinforcements. 

General Asboth has directed the commanding officer at Fort 
Heiman to evacuate the fort, if such is the fact, and to fall back on 
Paducah. This will leave the Tennessee River entirely to the pro- 
tection of the gunboats, five in number. 

Some days since I informed General Asboth that the gunboats were 
cooperating with General Rosecrans above Fort Heiman, as high 
up as they could go, and that if that fort were evacuated the rebels 
would undoubtedly occupy it, producing very serious consequences. 
His reply was that it would not be evacuated except from absolute 
necessity. 

I am informed that two companies of cavalry were captured at 
Uniontown, Ky., by the rebels. The Ohio and Mississippi Railroad, 
the [Cincinnati], Hamilton and Dayton Railroad, and the Cincinnati 
and Columbus Railroad have been cut. The [Cincinnati], Hamilton 
and Dayton Railroad was cut at Glendale, 10 miles from Cincinnati, 
We have no connection with Cincinnati via Ohio and Mississippi 
Railroad. 

I consider that the army at this place has not men enough to 
protect it should a raid be made by a man of daring and dash. I 
must therefore depend upon my own resources to protect the vast 
amount of public property now here should any attempt be made 
upon the place. 

The freight train which left here yesterday was fired into by 
bushwhackers at Big Muddy River, about 50 miles from here, on. 
the Illinois Central Railroad. ° 

I have ordered all the mechanics on this station to be organized 
into companies and will arm as many of them as possible. I deem 
it prudent for the present to keep the Osage and Champion here 
to operate in this vicinity if necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. Portrr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


* See pp. 238-259. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs pertaining to his district. 


U.S. Ironciap Ram Easrrort, 
Mississippi River, July 15, 1863. 

Sir: I have to report since my communication of the 11th instant 
that I have been up to Memphis and returned here before proceeding 
farther up the river on account of reports not well grounded in re- 
gard to affairs here. The vessels of the division, except the Bragg, 
undergoing repairs, are all upon their beats. Guerrillas have been 
occasionally seen for a moment upon the bank of the river, but no 
attacks have been made upon any transport or other vessel through- 
out the portion of the river under my charge. I am going up the 
river to-day, but shall leave the Hastport here. Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Prichett will remain until I can get the Paw Paw down. I 
have no reliable information in regard to the movements of the enemy 
under Generals Holmes and Price. I believe that General [J. G.] 
Blunt, on the one hand, and General Davidson, on the other, are clos- 
ing upon the rebel force. I think that the Hastport and Tyler should, 
with the garrison, render this place perfectly secure from successful 
attack. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Commanding 2d District Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadon. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, making reference to 
prize steamers Eureka and Julia. 


Orrice Misstsstppt SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., July 15, 1863. 

Str: The Weosho left yesterday with orders to report to you, but 
to stop on the way if necessary or if the rebels were erecting batteries 
on the river. 

The /ke Hammitt will leave to-day with two barges of coal and the 
barge of ice. She also carries all the 13-inch shell she can take. We 
have only about 200 or 300 more on hand. ae ne 

I have given the U. S. judge for the southern district of Illinois all 
the information concerning the prize steamers Hureka and Julia. 
The district attorney being absent, no immediate action can be taken 
until his return. : 

William E. Saltmarsh was sent to me by the secretary of the pilot 
association in St. Louis. He declines to accept an appointment as 
pilot, but cheerfully volunteers to perform the duty. Although a 
young man, he is said to be a good pilot. I have as a military neces- 
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sity ordered him to report for duty on board the Sidver Cloud, be- 
tween this and Memphis, and I enclose a copy of my orders to him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Oaptain and Commandant of Station. 


Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Portsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Wasurneoton, July 15, 1863—10:15 a.m. 
(Received Memphis, 17th, 7:30 a. m.) 
It is reported that Price is moving north. All available forces 
should immediately move on his rear, so as to cut off his retreat. 
The forces in Missouri will prevent his penetrating far into that 
State, and if he is cut off in rear his forces must disperse or sur- 
render. Apply to the naval commander for cooperation with gun- 
boats on White River. No time should be lost. 
H. W. Hattecx, 
General Prentiss, Helena. General-in-C heef. 


[ Endorsement. ] 


Referred to Admiral Porter. I am sending troops to Helena to 
operate on the rear of Price’s army. 
U.S. Grant, 


Major-General. 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volun- 
teer Lieutenant Shaw, U.S. Navy, censuring him for discourtesy. 


Orr Vicxspure, July 16, 1863. 

Sir: Your communication in relation to General Ellet’s Marine 
Brigade has been received. 

You will please be more courteous in your communications to an 
officer. General Ellet is not at all responsible to you for his acts, and 
you will confine yourself simply to the duties assigned you. The 
complaints against you are of a much more serious character than 
those you report, and you should be free yourself from censure before 
you undertake to bring charges against anyone else. 

Respectfully, etc., 
Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Epw. Suaw, 

Commanding U.S. 8. Juliet. 


Letter from Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U.S. Navy, regarding matters pertaining to the naval service in 
general. 

Navy Deparrment, July 16, 1863. 
Drar Apmirai: Charley Guild goes off to-day with that commis- 
sion which I promised to obtain for you when the Mississippi was 
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opened. You have nobly earned it, though it is a king’s reward. 
Du Pont failed us at Charleston, and Foote was selected, with 
Dahlgren as second, now first, by the death of our old chief. I also 
got Gillmore sent down as a man who believed that Charleston could 
be taken, and the result is that we have just learned that a brilliant 
lodgment was made on Morris Island, a move that Du Pont declared 
impracticable. We can have no friends in this business, however 
great their names, who look back in the great work of crushing out 
the rebellion. Our ironclads at Charleston were only dented, yours 
have been perforated through and through in every engagement, yet 
we get no dispatch from you that they are failures and that nothing 
can be done. 

Dahlgren and Gillmore will certainly take Charleston. Du Pont 
ought to have closed his fine career by this great deed, but he would 
not. 

Lee has finally got off into Virginia, much to the disgust of every- 
body, but he has left 40,000 of his army of invasion behind. The 
rebellion is going overboard fast. We send you no orders since the 
opening of the river because your movements depend upon the army, 
and we do not know what they are going to do, and knowing well 
that you will cooperate in the future as you have done in the past 
Halleck has sent an expedition up White River, and at his suggestion 
we have telegraphed Pennock to aid him with lght-drafts. It 
would be a great blessing if you and Farragut could hitch teams and 
capture Mobile, thus finishing the Mississippi and the Gulf now, 
whilst all rebeldom is in an infernal panic. This is my own idea 
without taking into consideration army movements or the great work 
still resting on your hands. I only know the people are struck with 
rapid deeds like this and will appreciate the disregard of self, which 
would be implied in your serving for the public good under that 
noble old chief, Farragut. 

I do not ask you to keep my boy Charley out of fire, especially 
when, as he says, you always lead; but he looks slim and if his con- 
stitution is likely to be shattered I beg of you to send him North. 
He is a good, brave boy, and his heart is filled with admiration of you. 

If we can get Charleston and Mobile, it will release vessels to fol- 
low the pirates who are burning and destroying with impunity. If 
the Mississippi had been opened when we determined upon continu- 
ing work upon Charleston, we should have sent for you as one that 
knows no failure and that loves fighting. 

Truly, your friend, G. V. Fox. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portnr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, requesting that 
certain vessels belonging to the West Gulf Squadron be retained 
for duty in the Mississippi River. 


No. 96.] U. S. Mississrepr SQUADRON, 
Friacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 16, 1863. 
Sm: I have received a communication from Admiral Farragut, in- 
forming me that he had received instructions to attend more particu- 
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larly to the blockade on the coast and turn over the river to me. I 
would respectfully suggest that all the small vessels be left in the 
river below. The plan of the rebels now is to have flying batteries all 
along the river and fire on transports. They have already commenced 
it, and I have scarcely force enough to guard the points between this 
and Island No. 40 above Memphis. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding 
U. S. S. Benton, announcing arrival at Natchez from the Red 


River. 
U.S. S. Benton, 
Natchez, July 16, 1863. 
Sir: I respectfully announce my arrival at this place to-day at noon 
from Red River. 
At Red River there is plenty of water on the bar, and I could hear 
of no rebel war vessels this side of the falls. 
A. steamer is about. starting, and I shall send this and then com- 
municate with General Ransom. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-C onvmander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrerr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Cotumsus, Ky., July 16, 1863. 
Paducah is threatened. Please have a gunboat there for its pro- 
tection. I have ordered the garrison at Fort Heiman to fall back to 
Paducah. Can you also send a gunboat to Columbus? Reports from 
all sources agree that Pillow is advancing in force to operate on the 
Ohio or Mississippi. 
AsBOTH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Lil. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
U.S. steamers General Price and General Bragg. 


U. S.«Navat Station, 
Memphis, Tem, July 16, 1863. 
Sir: The repairs to the machinery of the General Bragg are being 
made with all dispatch. I hope to be able to send her to her station 
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by Thursday next. The General Price left here this morning for 
Cairo. Telegraphic communication with Cairo has been interrupted 
for more than a month. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. T. Pattison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Cooperation of ram Monarch in recapture of Hickman, Ky., July 
15-16, 1863. 


(Telegram. ] 


Hoars. Sixtu Division, SixreentH Army Cores, 
Columbus, Ky., July 16, 1863. 
Citizens of Hickman just arrived from there report the town 
occupied by the rebels with three companies of cavalry. The stores 
of Union men have been plundered, and a steamboat was stopped. 
It is of amportance that a gunboat be sent to Hickman at once. 
AsBortH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Ill. 


[Telegram. ] 


Cairo, July 16, 1863. 

I have but one gunboat here ready for service, which I consider is 
absolutely necessary for the protection of a large amount of ordnance 
and other stores at this depot, and which I must protect at all hazards. 
General Buford informs me that his force is very small, badly drilled, 
and some without arms. If I can get a telegram to the boats on the 
Tennessee, I will order them to look out for Paducah. I fear that 
the evacuation of Fort Heiman will prevent my communication with 


them. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Brigadier-General Asporu. 


[Telegram. ] 


Heapquarters Sixtu Division, SrxrrentrH Army Corps, 
Columbus, Ky., July 16, 1863—10: 15 p.m. 
The ram Monarch, with infantry, well armed, is now leaving here 
for Hickman to make an attack upon the rebel camp, if one is found 
there. Send two companies of cavalry to cooperate with the ram 
and troops and intercept the fugitives. 
By order of Brigadier-General Asboth: 
T. H. Harris, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Colonel Grorcr E. Warine, JY., 
Commanding Clinton, Ky. 
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Heapquarters Sixtu Division, SixteentuH Army Corps, 
Columbus, Ky., July 17, 1863—2 p.m. 

The ram Monarch arrived this morning from Hickman and is 
now leaving for Cairo, Captain Asgill Conner, commanding. Com- 
pany K, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, had already occupied Hickman 
when my cavalry rode in, and acted efficiently and promptly. Please 
thank the captain for me and accept my acknowledgments for the 
assistance rendered by the Monarch. 

It would be to the best interests of the service to place the ram 
Monarch on the Mississippi, between Island No. 10 and Columbus, 
where she could operate with my land forces appearing at any point 
threatened or attacked on this part of the river, so much exposed 
to rebel raids. Without the cooperation of a ram or gunboat it will 
be difficult for my very limited force to act with efficiency and the 
desired degree of success against the robbers infesting the Obion 
bottoms. 

AsBoTH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Fleet Captain A. M. Prennocr, 
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Il. 


Extract from report of Brigadier-General Asboth, U. S. Army. 


Cotumsvs, Ky., July 18, 1863. 
Coronet: I beg to report that Hickman, Ky., was entered and 
pillaged by rebel cavalry on the 15th and 16th instant. Yesterday 
at daybreak the ram Monarch, with Company K, Eighteenth Illinois 
Infantry, Captain Conner, and a portion of my cavalry, arrived at 
the town, the infantry disembarking and occupying the place simul- 
taneously with the cavalry, the latter moving upon the last night’s 
camping ground of the enemy, but found it abandoned. 
* * * * * * * 
Respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 
AsBotH, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Brnmors, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Sixteenth Corps. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding 
proposed cooperation of the gunboats if needed for defense of 
Natchez. 

U. S. Gunzoat Benton, 
Off Natchez, July 17, 1863. 
Sir: I have respectfully to report that after my arrival at this 
place yesterday, 1 went on shore and communicated with General 
Ransom. He was very glad indeed to have us here, and stated he 
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had been looking for us anxiously. A body of rebels are said to be 
in the vicinity, and it is reported they are going to try to drive 
General Ransom away. He has informed the major that in case of 
an attack the city will suffer from the fire of the gunboats. I have 
arranged signals with the general by which I can regulate my fire 
should it be necessary. 

I learned from the general that the rebels had been attempting to 
swim cattle across at Fairchild’s Island, about 12 miles above this. 
He sent an armed transport up, and last night she returned. I have 
not learned what her success was. I would respectfully suggest that 
a light-draft gunboat. would be very useful here. I could patrol the 
river 10 or 15 miles each side of Natchez, and annoy the enemy a 
good deal. A tug would be of invaluable service to police the river 
immediately in front of the town. The current is so strong that 
with my ship’s boats I can not act as promptly as I desire. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER. 

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting request for an increase of the Marine Brigade. 


Navy Department, July 17, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith for your consideration 
an extract from a dispatch of Admiral Porter, dated the 2d instant, 
suggesting the importance of increasing the Marine Brigade, under 
General Ellet. i 
Very respectfully, etc., GmweEon WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. 


Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Lex- 
ington, regarding C. S. gunboat Pontchartrain. 


U.S. S. Lexineron, July 17, 1863. 


Sir: I have information that the large body of rebels lately infest- 
ing the Arkansas shore has rejoined Price. Also that the gunboat 
Pontchartrain is at Little Rock, only waiting for the fall of water 
to be sheathed as a ram. Her boilers are also to be lowered in the 
hold. She is pierced for seven guns, not now on board, and her only 
protection is a boiler casemate of railroad iron. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gro. M. Bacug, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, regarding conwoy duty. 


U. S. S. Lexineton, July 17, 1863. 


Sm: I have the honor to enclose reports of the commanding officer 
and engineer of the Argosy, stating the defective state of their steam 
drum and pipe. New ones can not be put in here. 

Two vessels of my command are now to convoy. Owing to this I 
am unable to convoy but three days in the week, the Lexington then 
doing the greater part. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gro. M. Bacug, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


U. S. Mississipp1 Squapron, Fiacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 18, 11 [p. m.], 1863. 
Sir: Port Hudson surrendered * on the 9th instant, uncondition- 
ally, to the U. S. forces, about 5,000 prisoners. The Mississippi is 
open from end to end. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary Navy. 


[Telegram. ] 


Sr. Louis, Mo., July 18, 1863. 

Your dispatch is received. I am waiting for information from 
Washington and Vicksburg. I can not give you particulars at pres- 
ent. The troops for the White River expedition will come mainly 
from Helena and Vicksburg, and will probably rendezvous at the 
mouth of White River. I think three or four light-draft gunboats 
will be sufficient. AJI [one], perhaps, will be needed to convoy a few 
troops from Cairo, the others from Helena. I will give you full 
particulars as soon as possible. 


J. M. ScHorterp, 
Major-General, Commanding Department, Missouri. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Commanding Station. 


* For account of the siege and surrender of Port Hudson, see vol. 20. 
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U.S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. General Bragg, to report 
at Helena on completion of repairs to that vessel. 


U.S. Mississteer SquapRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 18, 1863. 
Sir: As soon as your repairs are completed you will proceed to 
Helena and report to me from that place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Josnua Bisyop, 
Commanding U. 8. 8. General Bragg, Memphis, Tenn. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, giving in- 
formation from deserters regarding Confederate movements. 


U. S. S. Louvrtsviie, 
Of Grand Gulf, Miss., July 18, 1863. 
Sir: Enclosed I send General Grant’s letter* to you, having taken 
a copy of it. I send up by a transport two deserters from [Isaac F.?] 
Harrison’s battalion, J.S. Davison and J. R. Parmerton. I send them 
to the authorities at Vicksburg. They report that General Walker 
was at Delhi on the 12th instant with 7,000 men and about to start 
for Camden, Ark., via Monroe, La. Camden is on the Washita 
[Ouachita] River. 
I am, sir very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral Dav D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear- 
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding operations about Jackson, 
Miss., and referring to the harmonious relations between the army 


and navy. 
Jackson, Miss., July 19, 1563. 


Dear Apmirau: Your kind and considerate letter reached me at 
Clinton as we were trudging along in heat and dust after Johnston, 
that had been troubling us about Vicksburg during our eventful 
siege. We must admit these rebels out-travel us, and Johnston took 
refuge in the fortified town of Jackson. My heads of columns reached 
the place on the 9th, but the forts and lines were too respectable to 
venture the assault, and I began a miniature Vicksburg. The enemy 
was about 30,000 strong, with plenty of artillery, which he used pretty 
freely; some rifled 32-pounders, of too heavy metal for our heavy 


* Not found. 
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fieldguns, but we got close up and made the invariable sap, succeed- 
ing in disabling one of the 32-pounders, knocking off a trunnion and 
breaking up the carriage. We expended on the town as much of our 
ammunition as was prudent to expend, and a train with a resupply 
reached me the very night he concluded to quit. We had a good deal 
of picket work, in all of which we succeeded, driving the enemy be- 
hind his earthworks, but we made no assault; indeed, I never medi- 
tated one, but I was gradually gaining round by the flank, when he 
departed in the night. Having numerous bridges across Pearl River, 
now very low, and a railroad in full operation to the rear, he suc- 
ceeded in carrying off most of his material and men. Had the Pearl 
River been a Mississippi, with a patrol of gunboats, I might have 
accomplished your wish in bagging the whole. As it is, we did 
considerable execution, have 500 prisoners, are still pursuing and 
breaking railroads, so that the good folks of Jackson will not soon 
again hear the favorite locomotive whistle. The enemy burned 
nearly all the handsome dwellings round about the town because 
they gave us shelter or to light up the ground to prevent night at- 
. tacks. He also set fire to a chief block of stores in which were com- 
missary supplies, and our men, in spite of guards, have widened the 
circle of fire, so that Jackson, once the pride and boast of Mississippi, 
is now a ruined town. State house, governor’s mansion, and some 
fine dwellings, well within the lines of intrenchments, remain un- 
touched. I have been and am yet employed in breaking up the rail- 
road 40 miles north and 60 south; also 10 miles east. My 10-mile 
break west, of last May, is still untouched, so that Jackson ceases to 
be a place for the enemy to collect stores and men from which to 
threaten our great river. 

The weather is awful hot, dust stifling, and were I tu pursue east- 
ward I would ruin my command, and, on a review, I think I have 
fulfilled all that could have been reasonably expected, and by driv- 
ing Johnston out of the valley of the Mississippi we make that com- 
plete, which otherwise would not have been. 

I hope soon to meet you, and that we may both live long to navigate 
that noble channel, whose safety has absorbed our waking and sleep- 
ing thoughts so long. I trust we may sit in the shade of the awning, 
as the steamers ply their course, not fearing the howling shell at each 
bend of the river or the more fatal bullet of the guerrilla at each 
thicket. 

Last night at the governor’s mansion, in Jackson, we had a beau- 
tiful supper and union of the generals of this army, and I assure you 
the “Army and Navy Forever” was sung with a full and hearty 
chorus. ‘To me it will ever be a source of pride that real harmony 
has always characterized our intercourse, and, let what may arise, I 
will ever call upon Admiral Porter with the same confidence as I 
have in the past. Present my kindest remembrances to Captains 
Breese, Walke, McLeod [Murphy], Bache, and all the gallant gentle- 
men who have been called about you, and please say to Captain 
Selfridge I regret exceedingly that I was called off so suddenly as 
not even to say good-bye to him. 

Most sincerely and truly, your friend, 
W. T. SHerman, 

Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Fleet. 
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General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding 
prizes and prize goods. 
GENERAL ORvDER, 
eas (1. U.S. Mississrep1 SquaprRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 20, 1863. 

_ The attention of commanders of all vessels is called to the article 
in relation to prizes and prize goods contained in the law of 1862. 
When a prize is captured, no person on board is to be paroled with- 
out an order from me, no such parol being at all binding; but every 
one is to be retained as a prisoner of war until the proper directions 
are given by the commander-in-chief. 

Particular attention must be paid to the preservation and safety of 
prize goods and everything on board, and nothing of any kind must 
be taken out of the prizes unless for the better preservation thereof, 
on pain of dismissal from the Navy and forfeiting all share of prize 
money. Any paper (no matter what it is) relating to the prize must 
be carefully preserved and sent to the judge of the district of Illinois, 
or in charge of Captain Pennock, in Cairo. When a prize is sent to 
Cairo, proper officers must be sent in charge to bear witness against 
her, and every effort must be made to prevent the persons on board 
from escaping. They must be handed over to Captain Pennock or 
the commanding officer at Cairo. 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Miss. Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U.S. Navy, referring to operations 
in the Ohio River. 


Orrice Mississtppr1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, [ll., July 21, 1863. 


Sir: The Osage will leave to-morrow under command of Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant J. P. Couthouy, with orders to report to you. 
Mr. Stewart, secretary of the pilots association at Cincinnati, and 
Mr. Gray, two pilots of high standing, go down in her, temporarily 
attached, with orders to report to you on her arrival. _ 

The Queen City will leave to-morrow to join Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps’ division. 

The Fawn has been ordered down from the Tennessee River and 
will join the same division. 

I enclose you a copy of a telegram * just received from Lieutenant- 
Commander LeRoy Fitch, by which you will perceive that the gun- 
boats on the Ohio River are doing good service. Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Fitch has been following Morgan with great activity since 
he crossed into Indiana, and his efforts have at length been crowned 
with success. i 

I sent the telegram to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, imme- 
diately on its receipt. 

We shall have to keep the gunboats actively employed on the Ohio, 
from the head of navigation down to Cairo, although I hope that the 
severe chastisement Morgan’s forces have received from the gun- 
boats may deter the guerrillas from active operations. 


* See p. 256. 
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Your telegraphic dispatch to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, 
received to-day by the Brown, was sent off immediately. 

Fort Heiman, on the Tennessee, has been evacuated, and now the 
river will have to be looked out for by the gunboats, four in number, 
including the obd. 

I will attend to all your orders, received to-day by the Brown and 
General Lyon, as speedily as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi, Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, forwarding congratu- 
lations to D. D. Porter, on attaining the rank of rear-admiral. 


Orrice Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Lll., July 21, 1863. 

My Dear Porter: Although it is late at night (or I should say 
early in the morning), I can not retire until I congratulate you upon 
your being commissioned Rear-Admiral by the President, to take 
effect from the 4th July. The papers announce it as a fact, and all 
public documents now received are addressed to you as “ Rear-Ad- 
miral” without the “Acting.” I hope soon to see the commission. 
All the officers of this station join me in congratulations. 

Your upper river fleet has been constantly on the move, and I do 
not think you will be ashamed of the result. 

The divisional commanders and myself have made every effort to 
carry out your views. 

* * * * * * * 

I was hoping that you would come up after Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson had fallen. I am very anxious to take a run for three or 
four weeks. * * * 

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennocrx. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy. 


Report of Acting Lieutenant Murphy, U. S. Navy, introducing the 
bearer of a communication for General Grant, U. S. Army. 


U.S. Gunzoat CaronDELET, 
Hurricane Plantation, July 21, 1863. 
Apmira: This letter will be handed to you by Mr. E. G. Bellows, 
a native of New Hampshire, who is a bearer of a communication from 
the citizens of St. Joseph to General Grant. 
Mr. Bellows has some information to impart that may be of 
service. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
Jno. McLrop Murpnry, 
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U, &. Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
General Bragg, regarding the withdrawal of that vessel from 
Helena previous to Confederate attack. 


U.S. S. Genera Brace, 
Memphis, July 21, 1863. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your communication of July 7, 1863, with 
reference to leaving my station at Helena at a time when the vessel 
should have remained there as long as possible. I respectfully state 
that as soon as I received your order, I repaired immediately to the 
headquarters of the general commanding for the purpose of having 
a personal interview and ascertain if there was any need of the 
services of my vessel. I informed Major-General Prentiss what my 
orders were, and requested to know if he apprehended an attack, or 
if there was any probability of one soon. He informed me he did 
not apprehend an attack, and was so well satisfied that no attack 
would be made that he intended requesting leave of absence. He also 
informed me that he did not think it was the intention of the rebels 
to attack Helena, but to plant batteries on the river bank, cut off 
communication above or below Helena, capture a steamer and cross 
the river. Having received this assurance from General Prentiss, 
and the engineer of this vessel having repeatedly reported that the 
boiler and machinery were in very bad condition, and that it was 
dangerous to run much longer I proceeded to this place in obedience 
to your order. I regret that I did not communicate with General 
Prentiss by letter, but as your order was to remain if my services 
were required, I did not consider it was necessary that the communi- 
cation should be in writing. 

I have always endeavored to carry out your orders as rapidly and 
efficiently as possible, and to be governed by your instructions. I 
have never left my station unless ordered to do so by you or the 
division commander, and would never have left Helena had not the 
general commanding assured me he did not anticipate an attack. I 
regret very much that I was not there to participate in the engage- 
ment. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JosHUA BIsHOoP, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Asboth, U. S. Army, to Fleet Captain 
Pennock, U. 8. Navy, requesting cooperation im the direction of 
Fort Heiman. 


Heapquarters SrxtH Division, SixtrentH Army Corps, 
Columbus, Ky., July 22, 1863. 
Caprain: Having ordered a combined force to proceed to-morrow 
morning toward the Tennessee River, and in the direction of Fort 
Heiman, I respectfully request your cooperation to prevent the re- 
crossing and escape of the rebels, 
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I have ordered Colonel Martin at Paducah to send a boat with 
supplies for the troops to arrive at or near Fort Heiman on 25th, 
instant, and would ask that a gunboat may protect the steamer while 
delivering the stores. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ASBOTH. 


Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Til. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Ensign Turner, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Curlew, for the 
destruction of flats and barges used in transporting the enemy's 
cattle. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, July 22, 1863. 


Sir: You will proceed up river, as far as the head of Fairchild’s 
Island, going along slowly. Examine closely every place that may 
seem to have been used for crossing cattle, and destroy all flats and 
barges which can be used for that purpose. You may be able to 
ascertain from the negroes on the plantations if there are any cattle 
in large numbers in the vicinity. If so, and they can be obtained, 
return at once or send me a dispatch by a passing steamer, and we 
will then, if possible, send up a transport for them. Be economical 
of fuel, and do not tie up to the bank at night, but anchor. Do not 
allow your officers or men to stray from the vessel, or to take any 
other property than what is “ contraband of war.” Do not remain at 
Be same place all the time; shift about. Return on Saturday to this 
place. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 


Acting Ensign R. A. Turner, 
Commanding U.S. S. Curlew. 


Additional order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to 
Acting Ensign Turner, U. S. Navy, defining the limsts of his 
cruise. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, July 22, 1863. 
Sir: In your oe after scows and flats, go as high up as 35 
miles above Natchez. have heard there was one seen there lately. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. Grerr, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 
Acting Ensign R. A. Turner, 
Commanding Curlew, 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 319 


Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier- 
General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, for the transportation 
of troops. 

Orr Vicxspure, July 22, 1863. 

GrneraL: As General Grant is pressed for transportation and has 
requested the assistance of the boats under your command, you will 
proceed to such point as he may designate and take on board what 
troops you can carry, transporting them to such places as he may 
designate. 

When the general no longer needs your services, on your return, 
should I not be there, you will proceed to such points on the river 
where you have reason to think your services may be required. I 
shall be obliged, likely, to remain down the river for some time to 
regulate the squadron below. In that case I would recommend 
that you look in at Rodney, Cole’s Creek, Fort Adams, Ellis Cliffs, 
he other notorious places to see if guerrillas are harboring about 
there. 

I have received information from Captain Owen at Grand Gulf 
that a party of troublesome fellows were mustering there. He will 
give you the information about them. 

As I can not tell what trouble may arise up the river, you will 
exercise your judgment in case of any necessity arising for your 
presence there. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Brigadier-General A. W. Exzer, 
Commanding Marine Brigade, 
Mississippi Squadron, off Vicksburg. 


[Telegram.] 
JULY 22, 1863. 

The boats of the Marine Brigade will be up to-morrow. They 
will be able to take five or six regiments, with five or six wagons to 
each regiment. Have that number of Kimball’s troops ready to 
embark, and start off immediately, todebark at Helena. The scarcity 
of transports is such that we will have to send the division off by 
brigades if we can do no better. Price is said to be moving toward 
southeastern Missouri. Schofield is moving a force to drive him 
back. I am ordered from Washington to send a force from Helena 
to cut off all retreat. 

U. S. Grant, 


Major-General. 
General WasHBURN. 


[Telegram.] 


VicxsBurG, Miss., July 23, 1863. 


All the marine boats will be up. General Ellet does not consent to 
‘ leave his boats, but takes up his whole command, horses and all; 
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hence the limited number of men they can take. They are not sub- 
ject to my orders, or it would be different. I will make enquiries 
about the Aennett and let you know as soon as possible. 

General WasHBurRN. U. S. Grant. 


Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major- 
General Grant, U. S. Army, requesting instructions regarding the 
return of troops. 

Orr Vicxsspure, July 23, 1863. 
GeneraL: As there no longer exists any necessity for the further 
use of the troops you were kind enough to lend me, and most of them 
wishing to be returned to their regiments, I propose to return them. 

Will you please inform me where I am to deliver them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Missisippi Squadron. 


Major-General U. S. Grant, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee, Vicksburg. 


General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regard- 
ing the return of soldiers loaned to the navy. 


GENERAL ORDER, U.S. Mississtppr SQUADRON, 
No. 72. Fuaesuie Brack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 23, 1863. 
The commanders of vessels having Potomac soldiers on board will 
discharge them and send them to Cairo by the first opportunity. 
The soldiers who were temporarily loaned to the Navy will be sent 
to Vicksburg and delivered over to their respective regiments, unless 
they can not be spared from the vessels. Commanders will report 
to me when this order is carried out. 
Davin D. Portsr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, that all 
naval vessels be provided with torpedo rakes. 


GENERAL Orprr, | U. S. Mississterr Squapron, 
No. 75. { Fiacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 24, 1863. 

In going up the narrow rivers on expeditions, all vessels will 
provide themselves with an apparatus to destroy torpedoes. By ex- 
periment I find that a torpedo of 100 pounds of powder will not 
injure a vessel if it explodes 10 feet from her; therefore I propose 
that each vessel be provided with a rake projecting 20 or 30 feet 
beyond the bow. Until the vessels are provided with iron ones, a 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. wad | 


stiff spar run out over the bow will do. This must have a piece run- 
ning from the end of it down into the water, 1 foot below the bottom 
of the vessel. On the end of this upright piece will be the rake, as 
long or longer as the beam of the vessel. The rake will be provided 
with iron teeth (spikes will do) to catch the torpedo or break the 
wires. Any improvements that can be suggested will be received 
or adopted. 
Daviv D. Portrr, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Miss. Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Walke, U. 8. Navy, 
detaching him from the Mississippi Squadron. 


Navy Department, July 24, 1863. 

Sir: Your long and faithful service in the Mississippi Squadron, 
and the bravery and zeal uniformly manifested by you, have been 
noted by the Department, and deserve and receive its commendation. 

Under successive commanders who have awarded you their appro- 
bation for fidelity and reliability from the organization of a naval 
force in the Mississippi, you have endured the exhausting debility of 
the climate and seasons as well, and encountered, whenever the oc- 
casion demanded, those who waged war on the flag and the Gov- 
ernment. 

These long-continued and important services are properly appre- 
ciated and deserve the thanks of the Department. A change is due 
you, and you are therefore hereby detached from the Mississippi 
Squadron, and you will proceed to New York and report to Rear- 
Admiral Paulding for the command of the U. S. 8. Fort Jackson, 
which vessel will be soon ready for service, and where you will have 
opportunity to acquire additional honors from the country you have 
so faithfully served. 

Very respectfully, Gipron WELLES, 

. Secretary of the Navy. 

Captain Henry Watkg, U. S. Navy, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
restriction of vessels from entering the Tennessee River on account 
of rumored contraband trade. 


U. S. Ironciap Ram Eastport, 
Helena, July 24, 1863. 

Sir: On account of the evacuation of Fort Heiman I have found it 
necessary to order that no steamer shall be permitted to enter the 
Tennessee except such as are sent by competent military authority. 
District commandants only with escorts or convoy for public pur- 
poses, or such as may be ordered by you, the fleet captain, or division 
commander. 

Complaints have been forwarded that a little stern-wheel boat, 
since wrecked, had been permitted by Captain Hurd to ascend twice 
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under convoy to Eastport. I had before sent an order to Captain 
Hurd for an explanation. The reply is not yet received. The boat 
belonged to one of our former pilots, who wished to go up, as he had 
told me, to bring out his family and household goods from near 
Eastport, and it is probable that this plea, together with that of 
the number of refugees wishing to get down the river, were used 
with Captain Hurd to induce him to let the boat go up. General 
Dodge, at Corinth, in a letter to General Hurlbut, and forwarded by 
him to me, states that reports are rife of contraband trade being 
carried on by that boat and another which ran as a mail boat to Fort 
Heiman. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, 
regarding affairs pertaining to his district. 


U. S. Ironctap Ram Easteort, 
Helena, July 24, 1863. 

Sir: The rebel forces which I informed you about a month since 
were crossing the Tennessee despite the watchful care of the gunboats, 
using flood wood, etc., to float over, have caused great commotion in 
all the country west of the river. The people have been plundered 
on all sides. Herds of cattle and horses have been driven away to 
Bragg’s army. A man striding a drift log paddles across the river, 
leading an old ox or well-trained horse swimming, and the herd, 
driven into the stream, follows the lead across. Horsemen above and 
below give an hour’s warning of the approach of a gunboat. 

This rebel force captured various small parties of our people and 
at Union City made prisoners of 160 of General Asboth’s Dutchmen. 
They pillaged Hickman. Their numbers were magnified till General 
Pillow himself was reported marching upon Paducah with 6,000 to 
8,000 men. The demand for gunboats to protect these points has 
been great. Colonel [Edward] Hatch, at Jacksonville, routed the 
enemy and has broken up his operations. Fears of another attack 
upon this post have been entertained, but I do not believe it is con- 
templated, certainly not so long as this ship and the Tyler are here. 
I should not deem it advisable to move the Hastport at present, and 
the ways in Mound City will not be ready for the 7'yler for more than 
a week yet. 

Reports are brought in that Kirby Smith has joined forces with 
Holmes and Price, but my opinion is that our officers here know very 
little of what the enemy is doing. Three ladies, refugees from Texas, 
report General Holmes in Little Rock, that one portion of the rebel 
force is at Des Arc, and the other at Jacksonport. 

No demonstration upon steamers has been made above White 
River, except yesterday morning, when 11 desperadoes fired upon the 
J. D. Perry with muskets, doing no harm, the bullets not even pene- 
trating. The Queen City soon after discovered and fired upon them. 
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The Covington broke up quite an attempt to cross negroes into Ar- 
kansas from the Mississippi side. Two women, owners of the ne- 
groes, and 14 of the 200 negroes were caught and brought down to 
the provost-marshal here. Three flatboats were found in a slough 
and destroyed. 

All is very quiet along the river. The vessels are all on the stations 
assigned them and as I have reported. The Queen City goes down 
to-day to take her station between Island [No.] 64 and White River. 
The Paw Paw will be down by Monday or Tuesday and can take the 
Tyler's place. An order from the Navy Department directs that 
some light-drafts shall be ready to cooperate in a movement of the 
army up White River. In the absence of special directions from 
you I shall take the Paw Paw, Covington, and Queen City for that 
service, going myself with them. The Bragg will probably leave 
Memphis to-morrow and will go to White River. The water is 
already getting to be a little scant for her above Horseshoe Bend. 
At the lowest stage she can cruise between Old Town Bend and 
Catfish Bar, some 130 miles. 

The commanding general here does not anticipate an attack imme- 
diately upon this place, but says that a farce of the enemy some 15 
miles out is performing some movements, the nature of which he can 
not divine. . 

From refugees I learn that Kirby Smith is at Shreveport, or was 
there issuing passes but recently. 

General Davidson’s movement has been modified by the fight at this 
place, and he is somewhere farther inland than was at first designed. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHeELpes, 
Lieutenant-Commander, etc. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
expedition up the Tennessee River to Perryville. 
Heena, July 24, 1563. 

Sir: I have to-day returned from a cruise with the Silver Cloud 
up the Tennessee to near Perryville. I found that Fort Heiman had 
been abandoned in a stampede, and there being no force at Fort 
Henry, the coal depot for the Tennnessee vessel was entirely without 
protection, the Robb, to whose care the coal was more especially in- 
trusted, being at Paducah with her wheel broken down. I hurried 
up from Cairo, ordered the odd to be taken upon the ways at Paducah 
and repaired with all possible dispatch and proceed to Fort Heiman, 
where I found the coal still safe, but was still obliged to risk it 
further, till I could bring a gunboat from above to guard it. The 
Tawah was found near Perryville and brought down at once to the 
fort, to remain there till the Robb could relieve her. Being anxious 
about this section of the river I did not go higher up the Tennessee 
River to communicate with the other vessels. The Tawah and Fawn 
had both been fired into by musketry, the latter having had 2 men 
slightly wounded. The gunboats in the vicinity of Savannah were 
reported to have been firing the day previous to my reaching Perry- 
ville, but for what reason was not known. 
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Captain Goudy reports the scattered forces of Biffle, Cox, and For- 
rest since the fight at Jackson, Tenn., as escaping in small parties and 
singly across the Tennessee upon rafts, etc., and swimming their 
horses. 

Eight prisoners, with their animals, had been sent by him_ to 
Paducah, and we brought down 2 others. He is of opinion that 
the majority of the men escaping in this wise are deserting and will 
never return to the rebel ranks. This combined force of the above 
named rebel leaders has created great terror in all the Tennessee 
country lying west of the Tennessee River, and has held Columbus 
and Paducah in hourly expectation of attack and capture. The 
wildest reports prevailed at those posts, while, in truth, all the force 
the enemy could muster in that section of country would not exceed 
2,000 to 2,500 men. Gunboats were in constant request to protect 
these places. The retreat of General Bragg renders it unlikely that 
any artillery force of consequence will appear upon the banks of the 
river (Tennessee) within the summer cruising ground of our vessels. 
The Fawn requires repairs, one of her cylinder timbers having given 
away, and I have ordered her to Cairo and have directed that as 
quickly as possible she shall take the station between New Madrid 
and Ashport. The necessity for removing her forces me, from the 
want of a vessel to replace her, to depart from your order by author- 
izing the Hachange and Key West to cruise together for the present. 
I respectfully suggest that under present circumstances. and the im- 
probability of serious attack upon gunboats there, it would double 
their efficiency if I could separate those two by distances not to exceed 
25 or 30 miles and to communicate frequently. If you authorized 
boats now to cruise on the Tennessee River as they do in this river 
singly, the Fawn can be of most service just now in the station given 
above. When the water in the Tennessee falls, she alone will be able 
to ascend it above Duck River, and should return there. Captain 
Hurd’s reports have failed to reach me for two weeks past, but now 
I have arranged for weekly communication to Cairo from the 
Tennessee. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHewes, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Division 
Mississippi Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Asboth, U. 8. Army, to Fleet Captain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, requesting orders be sent to commanding 
officer of gunboat at Fort Heiman, to secure safe delivery of stores. 


Cotumsvs, Ky., July 25, 1863. 
On the 22d instant I had the honor of addressing you as follows: 
* * * * * * * 
Colonel Martin, acting upon my orders, telegraphs as follows, just 
received : ; 


My transports with commissary stores and forage are held by gunboat officers 
who refuse to allow them to proceed or to convoy them. I have telegraphed 
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Commander Pennock, and no answer. The gunboat has fired on the steamer 
loaded with Government stores. Shall I turn the guns in the fort on the gun- 
boat for further interference? I have communicated your orders to Commander 
Pennock and officer commanding gunboat. 


Please send proper orders, without delay, to prevent further 
trouble and detention, and secure the safe delivery of the stores to the 
troops at or near Fort Heiman, as they are in need of them. 

ASBOTH. 

Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock, 

Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Couthouy, U. 8. Navy, com- 
pda U.S. S. Osage, regarding unavoidable disaster to that 
vessel. 

Misstssrppr1 Squapron, U. S. S. Osage, 
Memplis, July 25, 1563. 

Sir: I regret having to report that at 5:50 p. m. yesterday, in 
rounding a point on the southern shore, 3 miles above this place, the 
boat refusing to answer her helm, it being hard a starboard at the 
time, was driven by the current which was running with great 
rapidity, broadside on, toward the bank, a large tree, projecting 
nearly horizontally from the base of which, entered just forward of 
the stern davit of the starboard quarter boat, tearing it completely 
out, together with the stern frame of the boat; and passing up and 
over the pilot turret, carried away the entire starboard deck cabin 
and upper pilot house, crushing the latter literally to splinters, and 
burying Mr. Stewart, the pilot (who I am sorry to say was badly 
bruised), under the wreck. Acting Ensign Pease, my executive 
officer, who was on the pilot turret at the moment, also received 
aie severe contusions, and narrowly escaped being swept over- 

oard. 

In passing clear, the tree caught our kedge, which was stowed on 
deck abaft the pilot turret, and swept it off with 60 fathoms of 
hawser attached. I shall send a boat up to see if these and the iron 
boat crane can not be recovered. 

Immediately on the occurrence of the disaster, I repaired to the 
fighting pilot turret, and disconnecting the lower from the upper 
wheel, succeeded in sheering the ship clear of the bank into the mid- 
dle of the stream, where I anchored till the wreck could be cleared 
away, which done, I continued my route to Memphis, where, on our 
arrival at 7:30 p. m., I reported to Captain T. Pattison, commandant 
of the station. In the opinion of the carpenter of the yard, it will 
take probably four or five days to repair the damage we have 
sustained. 

I think it proper to add that, in my judgment, the pilots are free 
from all blame for this disaster, which is to be attributed solely to 
the refusal of the ship to obey her helm. 

T have the honor, sir, to remain, - 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jos. P. Cournovy, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, U. 8S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, U.S. 8. Black Hawk. 
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Cap- 
tain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the forwarding of hulk of the 
Alonzo Child for a receiving ship. 


Orr Vicxssure, July 25, 1863. 
Sir: I send you the hulk of the [Alonzo] Child to build on. She 
will make a good receiving ship, or marine barracks, as the orders of 
the Secretary must be carried out some time or other. I do not know 
whether it will be necessary to go through the forms of condemnation 
with the Child or not. She was found at the fort at Haynes’ Bluff 
deserted, and already to set fire to in case we should attempt a night 
attack. 
Very respectfully, Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Captain A. M. Pennocr, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, Ill. 


[Telegram. ] 


; Cairo, Inu., July 25, 1863. 

Captain M. R. Kintzing, commanding United States marines at 
this place, has handed me a telegram from Colonel Harris, Com- 
mandant of Marine Corps, directing him to send to New York, by 
order of the Navy Department, Lieutenant Collum, 1 sergeant, 2 
corporals, and 45 privates. Twelve privates are now detailed to go 
to the fleet, by order of Commodore Porter, which will leave us but 
5 privates for guard duty here. 

The condition of affairs in this vicinity renders it necessary that a 
strict guard should be kept night and day over the public property. 
We have no less than seven marine posts, in addition to which the 
powder boats and public property at Mound City are guarded by 
volunteers from the Army. The commanding general here informs 
me that he has but 406 men for the protection of this place and 
Mound City. The commanding general can not furnish me with 
more men, without detriment to his branch of the service. No train 
leaves here before 1 o’clock to-morrow p. m., before which time I 
respectfully request an answer. 

A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Navy Department, July 26, 1863. 
Colonel Harris’s order is suspended, and the marines need not be 
sent to New York. 
GmwrEon WELLES, , 


Secretary of the Navy. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, ; 


Senior Naval Officer, Cairo, I. 
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Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, acknowledging orders for 
cooperation in White River. 


U.S. 8S. Lexineton, 
Mouth of White River, July 28, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General Orders, 
Nos. 72, 78, and 74; also an order directing me to cooperate with a 
land force up White River, with the boats Warmora, Cricket, Linden, 
and Romeo. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gro. M. Bacus, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding the recall 
by order of the Secretary of a detachment of marines needed for 
protection of public property at Cairo. 


Orrice Misstssrpp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, [ll., July 29, 1863. 

Sir: I respectfully inform you that a telegram was received on 
the 25th instant by Captain M. R. Kintzing, U. S. marines, from 
Colonel Harris, commanding Marine Corps, stating that by order of 
the Navy Department he would send Lieutenant Collum, 1 sergeant, 
2 corporals, and 45 privates to New York. 

Captain Kintzing immediately brought the telegram to me, and I 
sent a telegraphic dispatch to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, 
of which the enclosed is a copy. 

1 detained the marines until the morning of the 27th, hoping to 
receive a dispatch countermanding the order for them to go; but, 
receiving none, I allowed them to leave on the 3 a. m. train. At 9 
a. m. a dispatch came from the Department, saying that Colonel 
Harris’s order had been suspended and the marines need not be sent 
to New York. 

- A telegraphic dispatch from me, ordering them to return, reached 
them at Centralia, and they returned in the afternoon. 

I have directed Captain Kintzing to send 12 marines to you, in 
accordance with your order. 

Very respectfully, your ob@lient servant, 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the employment of negroes on naval vessels. 


GENERAL ORDER, 
No. 76. U.S. Misstsstpp1 SQuADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 26, 1863. 
Owing to the increasing sickness in the squadron, and the scarcity 
of men, it becomes necessary for the efficiency of the vessels to use the 
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contrabands to a greater extent than heretofore. The white men can 
not stand the southern sun, an exposure to which invariably brings 
on the disease of this climate, remittent fever. But while employed 
only on the ordinary duties of the vessels I find that little or no 
disease exists. The blacks must therefore be used altogether as 
boats’ crews, or for duty requiring exposure to the sun, every pre- 
caution being taken to keep then from being taken sick. The blacks 
must also be used to defend the vessels where there is a deficiency in 
the crew. This policy is dictated by necessity, and it is believed 
that in cases of emergency the blacks will make efficient men. It is 
desirable that none but the best class of negroes should be taken into 
the service, and before being shipped they must undergo a physical 
examination by the surgeon. When qualified, they can be promoted 
to second-class firemen, coal heavers, landsmen, ordinary seamen, 
but not to petty officers. Only clothes enough will be issued to them 
to make them comfortable until they are out of debt, and in all cases 
they must be kept distinct from the rest of the crew. They can be 
stationed at guns when vacancies exist, to pass shot and powder, 
handle handspikes, at train-tackles and side-tackles, pumps, and fire 
buckets; and can be exercised separately at great guns and small arms. 

Great attention will be necessary as respects the cleanliness of the 
blacks, as they are not naturally clean in their persons. 

The policy of the Government is to use the blacks, and every 
officer should do his utmost to carry this policy out. 


Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting En- 
sign Turner, U.S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Curlew, regarding 
the securing of captured cattle. 


U.S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, July 26, 1863. 
Sir: General Ransom will send a transport up in the morning with 
you to get the cattle and sheep which you referred to in your com- 
munication to me. I think the Volunteer is the boat. If it is light 
enough at 4 o’clock, get underway “and go over to her, and then com- 
municate with the officer in command of the troops who are going 
up; then proceed to do the best you can, of course destroying scows 
or ferryboats you may find. 
You can remain a day or two longer than the transport, if you 
deem it necessary. 
Do not go more than 40 miles above Natchez. 
Very respectfuly, your obedient servant, > 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 


Acting Ensign R. A. Turner, 
Commanding U.S. S. Curlew. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain Walke, U.S. 
Navy, to proceed to Port Hudson prepared to assume command of 
the lower fleet. 


_U. S. Misstssrepr Squapron, Fiacsure Buack Haws, 
Off Vicksburg, July 27, 1863. 

Sir: As soon as your repairs are completed you will proceed to 
Port Hudson (or below there if necessary) and communicate with the 
naval officer left in charge by Admiral Farragut. 

Make yourself acquainted with the condition of affairs down the 
river. In case Admiral Farragut has left orders to turn over the 
lower part of the river to my command, you will assume charge. 
You will ascertain what force Admiral Farragut proposes to leave 
on the river, for I have only vessels enough to defend down to Don- 
aldsonville, and these vessels will be very few. I have received no 
notice from the Department in relation to this matter, and if you 
see the admiral, please impress upon him the importance of having 
enough of the smaller vessels to insure quiet along the river. As soon 
as I can regulate the squadron above, I will be down myself. In the 
meantime I urge the greatest activity with what vessels you have. 
Any one of the ironclads will be sufficient to attack any point where 
the guerrillas may have assembled. I enclose you the signal numbers 
of the vessels that will be attached to lower fleet. I will make ar- 
rangements for sending down coal, and if you can do so without 
detriment to your vessel’s mangement, take down a barge with you. 
When you get below make arrangements to have the coal properly 
taken care of at Baton Rouge. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Portsr, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Captain Henry Watxkg, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Lafayette, off Vicksburg. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bishop, 
U.S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Bragg, accepting ex- 
planation regarding the withdrawal of that vessel from Helena 
previous to attack of July 4, 1863. 


U. S. Mississtpp1 Squapron, Fiacsuie Birack Hawk, 
Off Vicksburg, July 28, 1863. 
Sir: Your explanation is satisfactory, though I was much disap- 
pointed at your moving so soon from Helena. I presumed the general 
there knew that General Price was going to attack him, or I would 
have been more explicit in my orders, as I was certain of it. | 
I regret that you lost so good an opportunity to inflict injury on 
the rebels. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippt Squadron. 


Lieutenant JosHua BisHop, 
Commanding U.S. 8. General Bragg. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, referring to 
proposed movement up White River. 


U. S. Ironctap Ram Easrrorrt, 
Mouth of White River, July 28, 1863. 

Str: The arrival yesterday at Helena of some 4,000 troops ren- 
dered it unnecessary to retain this ship there, and I have therefore 
run down here with her, 

I missed the Zinden from her beat and am told that you ordered 
her commander to report for duty to Lieutenant Commanding Bache, 
whom I find here with several vessels to cooperate in the movement 
up White River. I had dispatched the Queen City to this place with 
a mail which Captain Pennock was anxious to get to you, with 
orders to deliver it to the first vessel on her beat below here, that one 
to deliver it to the next, and so on till the dispatches should reach 
you. The vessels having been all taken from their stations, the 
Queen City, [ learn, has had to go through to Vicksburg. The result 
is that the Covington is the only vessel cruising from Memphis to 
White River, and in fact between Memphis and Vicksburg. There 
are known to be guerrilla bands at various localities along the river, 
but for some reason they are quiet lately. 

I fear the vessels you have sent here will have long to wait, cer- 
tainly so if, as I understood at Cairo, the military force is to come 
from Missouri. General Davidson, who was to have been in rear of 
Osceola about the 4th July, had on the 16th only reached Bloom- 
field, Mo., and on the 21st July, as I am informed, some of the forces 
to join him had not left St. Louis. He had encamped at Bloomfield 
to recruit his men. The vessels lying here with “ torpedo catches ” 
rigged can not but afford the rebels an exact clew as to what is going 
on, and they have tried to prepare as to them seems best. I shall 
leave here in the morning and will proceed up river leisurely as high 
as Randolph. I have taken 10 negroes on board here, with which I 
now have three guns’ crews on board. There is a good deal of fever 
on board all the vessels; most of my officers are sick. ; 

I am respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. L. PHELps, 
Lieutenant-Commander, ete. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Endorsement. ] 


Your letter of July 28 has been received. If the troops have not 
come the work will have to wait at White River, as the Department 
has ordered them to be ready, and I never let the soldiers say I am 
not ready for them. General Grant requires no convoy from White 
River, and you must do the best you can above White River. I don’t 
think there will be much trouble there. The rebels are all moving 
over. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding the 
operations of the U. 8. S. Curlew near Natchez, Miss. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, July 28, 1863. 

Sir: I have respectfully to report that since the Curlew has been 
here, I have employed her in patrolling the river for 40 miles above 
this place. 

The crossing of cattle appears to have been stopped. Yesterday I 
sent her with a transport obtained from General Ransom to the 
plantation of a Mr. Davis (who is said to be a prominent rebel), 
about 12 miles above this, on the Louisiana side, to bring away some 
stock and tanned hides for the use of our forces, and to prevent their 
falling into the hands of the rebels. Small bodies of them are roam- 
ing about the Louisiana plantations, running off negroes and stock. 
We have taken from this place of Mr. Davis about 100 negroes. I 
have sent the Curlew to take a cruise of 30 miles down the river. A 
number of scows have been destroyed. 

The people of this place are very civil, and I learn from General 
Ransom that there is some Union feeling, even among wealthy men. 

I have a great deal of sickness on board my vessel; only one case 
as yet has resulted fatally. 

In a few days we will send some coal here, and I have to request 
that a barge may be sent down; I have a good place to keep it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Captain Pierce, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U.S. Navy, regarding the services of a gunboat in examining the 
wrecks of steamers Tigress and Horizon. 


Depot QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Vicksburg, July 28, 1863. 
Apmirat: I am requested by Colonel [Judson D.] Bingham, chief 
quartermaster, to send an agent down the river to the wrecks of 
steamers Tigress and Horizon, to make an examination and report 
upon their condition, etc. He thinks it best to send the agent with a 
gunboat if possible, as it may be dangerous for an unarmed steamer 
to stop at the points which would be necessary in making the ex- 
amination. Will it be convenient for you to send a boat to-morrow 
morning for this purpose? If so, please indicate which one, and I 
will have the agent go aboard at an early hour. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. A. Prercr, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, U.S.A., in charge Depot. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Ensign Turner, U.S. Nawy, commanding U.S. 8. Curlew, to cruise 
as far as Island Number 116. 

U.S. S. Benton, 


Off Natchez, July 28, 1863. 


Sir: You will go as far down the river as Island Number 116, ex- 
amining the banks for flats and scows; also obtain all the information 
you can in regard to cattle, and the movements of the rebels. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 


Acting Ensign R. A. Turner, 
Commanding U.S. S. Curlew. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. 
Navy, granting leave of absence. 


Navy Department, July 29, 1863. 
Sir: You have been actively and incessantly engaged since October 
last in discharging the important duties of your command, which you 
have done with characteristic ability, and the Department apprehends 
that relaxation is absolutely necessary for your health, which it is 
understood has been impaired from fatigue and the debilitating in- 
fluences of a southern climate, and as the rebel strongholds on the 
Mississippi have fallen and no important combined military and 
naval movements are at present contemplated, the moment is an 
opportune one for you to repair North for the benefit of your health. 
You have, therefore, permission to be absent from your command 
for a month or six weeks or longer should it be necessary. The 
squadron can be left in charge of the senior commanding officer. 
I would be pleased to see you at the Department at any time. 
Very respectfully, ete., 
Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear Admiral D, D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


General report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, referring 
to withdrawal from the squadron of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. 
Navy, and Captain Walke, U. S. Navy. 


Orrice Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., July 29, 1863. 
Dear Porter: I received a telegram from the Secretary of the 
Navy, dated the 27th, saying that Captain Alden would leave that 
night for Cairo with important dispatches for Admiral Farragut, and 
directing me to furnish him with transportation to New Orleans and 
give him every facility for communicating with Admiral Farragut 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 350 


at the earliest date. I expect him to arrive to-morrow, and shall send 
him down in one of the transports, unencumbered by a tow, directing 
her commanding officer to proceed down the river until he finds you, 
when you can decide whether to send Captain Alden to New Orleans 
in the same boat or on board some other. 

I received last night the order detaching Captain Walke, accom- 
panied by a very complimentary letter,* which I was very glad to 
see, as he certainly deserves it. The letter is enclosed to you with 
other dispatches. 

To-day I received a telegram from H. A. Wise, dated 29th, request- 
ing me to send you word that the Navy Department, on account of 
your late arduous duties, has forwarded to you a leave of absence for 
six weeks, the squadron to be left in command of the senior officer. 
Walke’s detachment makes me that humble individual, and I will 
do all I can to have the squadron go on as you wish it until your 
return. 

As soon as your leave arrives I will send it to you without delay. 

Had you not better come up here and meet it? 

We are very short of workmen, and all are now employed on the 
Peosta and Chillicothe. I have been unable as yet to do anything 
with the General Price. I will push coal down as soon as possible, 
but it seems as if there were always repairs to be made whenever we 
are in a hurry to get boats off. 

Morgan and his band have been captured, and I hope quiet now 
may be restored on the Ohio. The gunboats proved efficient, and for 
once receive the praise they deserve. 

I have not men enough here now to man the Peosta, but will send 
men to the fleet as soon as there are more than enough for crews for 
the boats fitting out. 

I have forgotten to inform you heretofore that when Morgan was 
reported to be coming down the river I dispatched the ram Monarch 
to Smithland, Ky., to meet him, if he should come that far down. 

When Hickman was occupied by rebels about a fortnight ago, I 
sent her there. Captain [Asgill] Conner, her commanding officer, 
acted promptly and willingly in both cases. Hickman was occupied 
by his troops before others arrived there. General Asboth compli- 
mented Captain Conner for his energy, and desired me to thank him 
for the assistance rendered. 

Sincerely, your friend, 
A. M. Pennock. 

Rear-Admiral D, D. Porter. 


[Telegram.] 
Catro, July 30, 1863. 
Captain Alden arrived at an early hour this morning, and will 
leave immediately. 
A. M. Pennocrg, 


Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Hon. G. WEtxEs, 


* See p. 321. 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy DepartMEnt, July 30, 1863. 


General Burnside wants two or three more very light-draft gun- 
boats. If you have them, and they can be spared, you are authorized 
to send them. If not, can they be procured ? 

Gipron WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


Fleet Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Cairo, Lil. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Navy Department, July 30, 1863. 
Fleet Captain Pennock has been authorized to send you boats, if he 
has them. 
GipEoN WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Major-General A. E. Burnsipx, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


fTclegram. ] 
Catro, July 31, 1863. 
We have no more very light-draft gunboats that we can send to 
the upper Ohio. I will endeavor to purchase suitable boats and con- 
vert them into gunboats if the Department will authorize it. 
A. M. Pennocx, 
Fleet Captain, ete. 
Hon. Ginron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Instructions from Rear Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Captain 
Walke, U. S. Navy, on leaving for New Orleans. 


U.S. Misstssrppt SQuapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 31, 1863. 
Sir: [am anxious to get to New Orleans before Admiral Farragut 
leaves, but will see you on my return and supply you with provisions. 
Let the Neosho stay at Port Hudson, I may want her at Red River. 
Make a coal depot at Baton Rouge, and let that be your headquarters. 
Be sparing with the coal; we have none above; it 1s intended for the 
vessels of my squadron solely, and is not to be supplied to transports 
or the vessels of Admiral Farragut’s fleet that burn hard coal, except 
in cases of actual necessity. | 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Captain Henry Watke, 
Commanding U. 8. 8S. Lafayette. 
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Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Brigadier- 
General Ransom, U. 8S. Army, announcing readiness to cooperate 
against attack. 

U. 8. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, July 31, 1863. 
GeneraL: I have just learned that the rebels are threatening. I 
will hold myself in readiness to shell over the barricaded quarter, or 
to operate in any manner that may be of service. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 

Jas. A. GREER, 

Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 

General Ransom, © 

Commanding U.S. Forces, Natchez. 


_ [For report of Ransom, see Official Records of Union and Con- 
federate Armies, vol. 24, pt. 2, p. 685.] 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Nawy, to Brigadier- 
General Ransom, U. S. Army, giving list of day signals. 


U.S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, July 31, 1863. 
Sir: I propose the following as day signals, to be used by one of 
your men on the bank, just above where the transports lie or any 
safe place: 
Commence firing—Wave the flag, the operator waving his hat at 
the same time. 
Fire higher—F lag vertical, staff at arm’s length above man’s head. 
Fire lower—Flag dropped toward the ground and raised up and 
down. 
Fire more to right or left—Flagstaff held horizontally in direction 
required. - . 
Cease firing—Flag waved rapidly over head. 
If you prefer any other system, please let me know. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 


General Ransom, U. S. Army, 
Commanding U.S. Forces, Natchez. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, regarding the extension 
of his command to New Orleans, 


New Orteans, August 1, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have communicated 
with Admiral Farragut, and assumed the charge of the Mississippi 
down to New Orleans. 

The river is entirely free from guerrillas, and merchant vessels can 
travel it without danger. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 


Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 


Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Stations of the vessels in the Mississippi Squadron, August 1, 1863, 
Acting Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, commanding. 


Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 
ATQ0SYie te sse- esse Acting Ension John’ C. Morongo ieee ae ont. eierel-tete arr White River. 
Abrahamticnsss-- ose A.ctineEinsi cn iWin.) Wagnelcn.-s< ssn ees Cairo. 
BACK ela wise emer ee Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese...-.-..-.-----.-- Vicksburg. 
Benton se eeeeae Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer........-------- Natchez. 
Baron De Kalb Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker........-.-.--- Sunk, Yazoo City. 
Brilliant. ..... - _..| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. G. Perkins ..| Up the Ohio. 
Chillicothe. ....... .| Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster....-..-..----- Cairo, repairing. 
Ghoctawe.=-c.-- ose Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay.......---.-- Red River. 
Carondelet.........---- Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy.........-------- Carthage. 
Conestogaes-5.-5-c<<26 Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge. .......-. .-| Below Port Hudson. 
CLICK Oba ee eee Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R. Langthorne.. .| White River. 
Covinetons -.2 es.<c8 2 Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hurd.-......-.- .| Upper Mississippi. 
@lara Dolsenh. ence eee Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Scott........-.-..-- Cairo. 
@hampionie.s- 222. -ss624 Actin‘e Masten Allired’P hel psises 5. sass ete ae Upper Mississippi. 
Curlewik- ss.5) sas 582 Acting Ension RCA. Turnen st) (aes aoe ..| Island No. 64. 
IBIASCL Ont cee nae ose oe Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps.........-..-.----- Helena. 
Exchanges. so scn secs a|cice- teenies vo. scine aie See eae ee ae ae re neet eee Samet Ohio. 
MOLrestiHOSG: csc ee Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Brown........| Cairo, for repairs. 
Bairplay5 a. hene. ce Acting Master G. JGnOvesssa- see sees eee eee Tennessee. 
Fulton (ram). -...--.-.- First Master 8. Codman.........-.-scseeceresc-ebeenee- Repairs. 
SUV Se ho ae were nacre aise Wie oho sein mle arpa ea OT ate es teas er < 
General Price. eno -.2..-.- Commander.S. FE. Woodworth. ... 23. ~..sieree= ose Cairo, for repairs. 
General Bragg........-- Lieutenant, Joshtia Bishops. oe ees. ene. ea sean: see ee ese | Memphis, for repairs. 
Great Western. ..-..-..- Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. F. Hamilton......... Vicksburg. 
General Lyon.........- Piotih . 1 Dit@hia-cecen on sees see ee aoe tae een es Cairo. 
General Pillow.......-. Acting Master’s Mate J. H. -Rivers..-....-...-..------- Tennessee. 
Horner (ram) ....-..--- First Master R. Dalzell......... aus cate wees Sewcee ewice Repairing. 
bias tin'est ee nose eects Acting Master Wm:N. Griswold: .<-.5..--.<--<-<s=---= Helena. 
Judge Torrence........- Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. F. Richardson........- Vicksburg. 
A flo LHS) eee eas oem Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Edward Shaw.......-...- White River. 
I@ys WieStia.cc- denote sce tee e ag eee He SR ae eee oe ee See Cairo. 
Kenwood. < <-cacosese0 Acting Master J ohm Swan Cyccs << 2. <i <enis << ceeee = Below Port Hudson. 
Watay tte <o-2 0-24 --~ Captain Eee Walke.: 6.7. een oe eaareencce tee eee eae aen Do. 
Wottisvillessecrs- = caus Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen...........-------- Grand Gulf. 
Mexinetonten spec 25- Lieutenant Geo: M.iBache.- 22)... 5. on be een nee White River. 
Lindenies .2-.- = sence Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Thomas E. Smith...-....- Do. 
Lioness (ram).........- Birst; Master TsO? Reilley-p<atcunes ed goes ee eaemmane With the brigade. 
Little Rebel... _-o| Acting EnsigniN,. D. Kennell 2... cee ceon sean eee eee Cairo, for repairs. 
Mound City 2223 4- Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson..-.. ..-| Lake Providence. 
Manilouses sooo nee ene Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Pearce... ..-| Yazoo River. 
Marmoras J... o2cnene Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Robert Getty. . ...| White River. 
Monarch (ram)......-.- Lieutenant: B.. We Bartlebixesa.s0- 22. se sco ete ee eee ree Up the Ohio on shore. 
IMA MISOMM a ome Sacro: calla a osc ae co kok eae leek ee a a eae ce ee nge enene Upper Ohio. 
Moser aie be® S552 2 Sit SSRs 2 Rocke ee ae Sk ta cea eg A de EERE Do. 
ING ALO) Se en ee ActinesMastes JC UuuMehesscse senses cree oeeeneeeee Island No. 10. 
New National........-. Acting Master An M4 Grantic....cces acces te se eee Cairo. * 
DNAUINON KOA SE ee. ei sania s ont ab aclann Sa cee ae Uy cian Mee cok unio ieee Upper Ohio. 
INGdghOusen socn. ce = sane s Commander's) Cs Webiver. 200.4. * ae cee ee Below Port Hudson. 
Osa re Baer e-em tals RHEL oSept cs seer i oot aaceagce usb onp se Coe et oe aces On the way from Cairo. 
ea tis bun oer see eer Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. Hoel...-......-. Red River. 
Petrelli se tee ence Acting Master CIS. Kendsick ss). “.eiivan. oteiee ee Vicksburg. 
Prainie Birdeecjcmeter as Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. E. Brennand.........-. Island No. 64. 
PAWHP AW ce Saat cee occa 5 ncctemee  oteie samuel soe eacrs tra patie eithere sar nee ee ee eee eae Upper Mississippi. 
Pe0staiesa saci nese eee eau Grp e cei: Beds Waa deste Ceti: Saeeee Gs ten Fitting out at Cairo. 
Queen City. .-~. -.-2s..4|) Acting Masten Rs oi. Rimmonds) 2s... . seek. eee eee Upper Mississippi. 
ROMCOM sostusce eee Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston ........... White River. 
Rattler oon acces. cer Acting Master W. Bi. H. Mentress -7 22.2 2.2 eee Vicksburg. 
CGHRVOW Crs semteny =) eee Acting Masten Wisiha Wells a: soe eae ee eer oe ae ee Memphis. 
RODD ie weiss caecsaens Acting Ensign Robert Wilkinson..............-....-<-- Tennessee and Cum- 
berland. 
elndeetenor semen cece see EIGER SOOO SEG, tray SECO pou on oe oUt ee | Upper Ohio. 
Signa) seer ena Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy............... Cairo, for repairs. 
Sionineieldkeeee ac awe Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T’. B. Gregory............ Upper Ohio. 
SES Claiborne Acting Master Geoy Wi -boutty io. oc.g nS Do. 
Switzerland (ram)......| Liewtenant-Colonel John Ellet..........................| Repairing. 
Soverelpris sence .eeees Acting Master Thomas Baldwin..........-..... 0.2.00 | Vicksburg. 
BilverMaker. ores ract Acting Ensen IG sCOviescwcs se are<leceey Cumberland. 
Silver Cloud Acting Master A. F, Thompson. . Do. 
SAIMIDSOMS ro Sessler callie cas oss ciety sis = sim leap care acne 
Tuscumbia........ Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shir Goodrich’s Landing. 
TVlOR ate see te Lieutenant-Commander James M. Prichett Helena. 
wanes es ein ee ne ein eine te [easel fare a) natal = alate cea arene ee ete tnt aes eran ae eee 
1) i. rene Aa cwe Sar an Ser es nyt Rien t See Upper Ohio. 
Mik BTO wie pee Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. A. French........-.... Cairo: 
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List of tugs, convmanders, and stations. 


Vessel. Commander. Station. 
Dania sso! Seen y ACtinge Wnsipn WE WS trOpeser a. cetes aso Vicksburg. 
Piyacinth: Web. 5 2c. Acting Ensign J. B. Hiserman............ V. eens 
Biawreumers. ok orf ets | Acting Ensign W. R. Owens.............. Vicksburg. 
IN GUIS aan aes e rae ee Acting PusignsPerry Gi Wrlghte ts. oss. icncccsee to cock Vicksburg. 
ADSDISEIONE na sncrcae ce ek Acting Ensign R. [J.] Bltringham...................... Vicksburg. 
Lva7 eee eRe ane eee Acting Master’s Mate Chas. H. Gulick................. Vicksburg. 
TUES GyehS top> ies en ee Aeting MnsieneD Cs Bowerset.5 2c -2. 50 oedecntaees Ean Cairo. 
Mintle e co aeees sos Acting Ensign James M. Bailey.):. 2... cee ess Cairo. 
Mistletoe. S2e3-.. 5. Acting Ensign James L. Quigley ..............2....0.-- Cairo. 
Mienonetties 225 co... Peuine PNM. Bb. MUNSeYy moses. 1 cece ecks cessed Cairo. 
IBEMIS Wie ots toon Se AGUME MNS ERM WV 1, PLAINS) 2 oc cen.) Sen oc ceeee k Sac Cairo. 
ROP Re Soe 2 ACTIN SIOn Sonne Kelly: «(Se lk ae ce. 4) Cairo. 


List of steamers in the Mississippi Marine Brigade, Brigadier-General Alfred W. 
Hilet, commanding. 


Vessel. Commander. How employed. 
PARHLOCT AGI Acc ee Captain J, R- Crandall’ 3-2) eee as 
Adamsvr: 2. Sa25222-0- Lieutenant-Colonel Geo. E. Currie 
Ree ino ane eee ee Maj Oni: d, HALA yc SURE See Sere BF * 
Dig eee. se. GnionbhOhat RUB llen te os. eek Cave oie anoe 
He Be Pairehild]...22 22 Captain asses Brooks es kete she ee eae seeks General Grant. 
Jonn Rame.2 22-2. oo IAT ORAeML ERD DALG monet Ae ona sions ses 
NWMoodforGs.) S232 2 Ee EA IAMES ODATIS See eee asec oe oe seine skuneeecoente - 

Very respectfully, Davin D. Porrrr, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding interview 
‘with Admiral Farragut before the latter's departure for the North, 
and referring to trade conditions at New Orleans. 


No. 107.] U.S. Mississtpr1 Squapron, FuacsHie Brack Hawk, 
Off New Orleans, August 2, 1863. 


Sir: I had the honor to inform you of my arrival at this place in a 
hurried letter by the Hartford. 

I reached here only a few hours before Admiral Farragut left for 
the North, and communicated with him freely on the subject of trans- 
ferring the care of the river above New Orleans to me. 

On the fall of Port Hudson I sent vessels down and stationed them 
at those points along the river (as far as Donaldsonville), where an 
attack might be expected. 

The whole length of the Mississippi seems to be unusually quiet. 
I did not hear of a single guerrilla, and any merchant steamer could 
come all the way through without fear of being molested. 

The wharves of New Orleans have a most desolate appearance, and 
the city looks less thriving than it did when I was last here, a year 
since. It is to be hoped that facilities will be afforded for the trans- 
portation of produce from above. Almost everything is wanted, and 
provisions are very high. I shall neglect no precautions for the 
safety of downward or upward bound vessels, and shall feel gratified 
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when I see them once more running to and fro on their legitimate 
business. I hear complaints made that too many restrictions are 
imposed by the local authorities on trade, and that the revenue regu- 
lations are not left to be carried out by the revenue officers. 

I think we have arrived at a stage of the rebellion when trade and 
commerce should be encouraged. With trade, prosperity will again 
commence to enter this once flourishing city, and a better state of 
feeling be brought about. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gwron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bishop, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. General Bragg, regard- 
ing affairs m vicinity of Helena, Ark. 


U. S. Ironcuap Ram Eastport, 

Mississippi River, August 2, 1863. 
Str: The Paw Paw takes her station between Walnut Bend and 
the St. Francis River. Should you learn of the appearance of 
guerrillas along the Mississippi below Helena, and in the neighbor- 
hood of Friars Point or Old Town Bend, order the Paw Paw to 
make trips from time to time in that vicinity. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. L. PHEtps, 
Lientenant-Commander. 
Lieutenant Commanding JosHua BrisHop, 
U.S. Gunboat General Bragg, Helena. 


P. S.—Should you be ordered below by the admiral, order the 
Paw Paw to take your place at Helena. 
S. L. Peres. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bishep, 
U.S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. General Braqg, to ship negroes 
for that vessel. 

U.S. Misstsstppr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, off New Orleans, August 3, 1863. 
Sir: Your communication of the 28th ultimo is received. 
You will ship negroes to fill your complement until you are able 
to ship white men. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant JosHua Bisnop, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. 8S. Generel Bragg. 
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General report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, regard- 
ing the grounding of steamer Sam Young and operations at Walnut 
Bend and Osceola, Ark., and in the Tennessee River. 


U. S. Ironctap Ram Easrrort, 
Memphis, August 3, 1863. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters of 
the 27th ultimo, relating to repairs on 7'yler, the vessels in the Ten- 
nessee, the White River expedition, and a survey upon Master’s Mate 
Napier, of the Mound City. 

Above White River I found the steamer Sam. Young, with 350 
prisoners from Yazoo City, hard aground, the captain having an- 
chored where she was lying and in the morning found himself nearly 
high and dry. The Vew National arriving, with the Child in tow, I 
put the prisoners and guard on board the latter and sent them to 
Helena. I presume the rebels have burned the Young by this time. 

The 7'yler has gone up to Cairo for repairs. 

IT applied to General [L. F.] Ross for a small force to operate with 
the Covington in an attempt to break up some guerrilla bands between 
Walnut Bend and Buck Island, and he put on board 100 infantry 
and 20 cavalry, the Covington carrying this force without disabling 
her battery. When I came up this party was landed in Walnut Bend. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commanding Lord has exhibited a very 
commendable zeal in informing himself of everything along his beat 
and in his operations. A few nights since he captured the horse and 
equipments and servant and horse of a rebel colonel, who had crossed 
into Arkansas to visit his plantation. 

The Silver Cloud discovered a party of 200 of the enemy at Osceola 
and opened an effective fire upon them. A land force has since 
scoured that portion of the country. 

In the Tennessee the vessels succeed every few days in taking pris- 
oners. Bands there, as here, are roaming over the country impressing 
every man to be found. This part of the South at least is paying 
dearly for the system of guerrilla warfare, which recoils upon them- 
selves with infinitely more harm than it has caused to the national 
interests. Deserters are frequently finding their way to the gunboats 
throughout my command. Two (with their paroles) had walked 
from Vicksburg to Helena. 

It is reported that the Sultana was fired into below Buck Island, 
but I have not yet been able to learn the particulars. The Covington 
was to visit that place with the troops. The navigation of the river 
has been remarkably free from the enemy’s attacks, and not a piece 
of artillery, so far as I am informed, has been brought upon the river 
bank for the past month. The enemy seems to be devoting himself 
chiefly to hunting conscripts and impressing into the rebellion every 
person able to carry a musket. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Puetps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Report of Lieutenant Wilson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Mound City, of the return of a detail from an Ohio regiment. 


U. S. Gunsoat Mounp Crry, 
[Lake] Providence, La., August 4, 1563. 


Sm: I have the honor to report that early this morning the officer 
and soldiers of the Fifty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, detailed for 
this vessel, went down to Vicksburg to join their regiment. 

The General Lyon took them down. Two days before I discharged 
and sent up the river 6 of the Potomac soldiers, making a total of 
46 men that have left this vessel. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron Wison, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, for a medification of orders regarding convoy, to facilitate 
the movement of supplies. 


Navy Department, August 5, 1863. 

Srr: General Meigs has referred to me a communication addressed 
to him by the assistant quartermaster at St. Louis, representing the 
embarrassments that would attend the operations in his department 
by strictly conforming to your regulations respecting convoy to ves- 
sels going down the Mississippi. The delay in waiting the departure 
of the convoy steamers would retard the transportation of supples 
for the army, which can scarcely, at present, be furnished rapidly 
enough to meet the demand. General Meigs has, therefore, sug- 
gested that all steamboats having’ passed from the chief or depot 
quartermasters at St. Louis, Cairo, Memphis, Vicksburg, and New 
Orleans, certifying that they are in the military service of the United 
States, be allowed to proceed to their destination without convoy if 
they desire; and the Department directs that you will give orders 
to this effect to those in your squadron concerned. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
GiprEon WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to the Superintendent 
of Coast Survey, convmending the work of his assistants. 


Orr New Orteans, August 5, 1863. 
Dear Str: I take up my pen very often to write to you, but seldom 
get over the first line before I am interrupted. 
It is not much of a sinecure commanding nearly a hundred vessels, 
keeping them moving in the right direction and to the right spot, 
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settling differences, and a thousand other things too numerous to 
mention. It keeps me at my desk a great deal, and piles my table 
with papers and gives me so much to do that my old friends must 
excuse me if I fail in writing to them. 

The two gentlemen you sent me (Messrs. Fendall and Strausz) 
have gone home to report to you. They were both too sick to stay 
here any longer, and there was no actual necessity for having a sur- 
veyor beyond the general one of obtaining geographical information. 

I feel much indebted to these two gentlemen for the willingness and 
ability they always manifested in performing any work (no matter 
what) required of them. 

I believe I can say that we have made as good, if not better, charts 
than anyone out here, and have added a good deal to the geographical 
knowledge already procured. 

Our gunboats have steamed through where the keel of a canoe 
never passed, and have succeeded in reaching points in the enemy’s 
country where the imagination of man never dreamed that he could 
be molested by an enemy in such a shape. 

You will see by the charts that what was once considered a mere 
ditch, capable of passing a canoe, is really a navigable stream for 
steamers, and that the energy of the North would soon make thor- 
oughfares of these natural canals running all over the South, offer- 
ing every facility for the planter to send his cotton to market. I 
regret exceedingly that Mr. Fendall was taken sick while employed 
on the survey of Vicksburg and its vicinity and fortifications. He 
succeeded, however, in finishing everything except the approaches 
dug by our army, which, as remarkable specimens of energy, bravery, 
skill, and endurance should accompany the map. These latter, how- 
ever, can be obtained from the army engineer’s map, and the chart 
of Vicksburg and its fortifications would be incomplete without them. 

I can not speak too highly of the interest Messrs. Fendall and 
Strausz took in the difficult works in which they were engaged. 

When General Grant was in want of engineers and applied to me 
to assist him, I sent Messrs. Fendall, Strausz, and Kroehl into the 
trenches, knowing that their practical experience would show itself 
in laying out fortifications or digging ditches, and am sure they per- 
formed their duty well, and submitted to every privation while so 
employed. 

Like all the officers of the Coast Survey who have served under my 
command, I have found them always prompt and ready to execute 
my orders, never for a moment taking into consideration the dangers 
and difficulties surrounding them. 

With many thanks to yourself for allowing me the use of your 
assistants, and hoping that you will always allow me to call on you 
for hydrographical assistance, I remain, 

Very truly and respectfully, yours, etc., 
Davip D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


A. D. Bacur, Esq., ts 
Superintendent Coast Survey, Washington, D. C. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Town- 
send, U. 8. Navy, for duty under Commander Febiger, U. S. Navy, 
in charge of division below Port Hudson. 


Donapsonvit_e, La., August 5, 1863. 


Sr: You will remain at this place until further orders, holding 
yourself in readiness to move down to any point where your services 
may be needed. Lie under low steam. You will make your reports 
to Commander Febiger, who has command of the division below Port 
Hudson. You will communicate to him all the information you may 
obtain in relation to the movements of the enemy, so that he can send 
it to me without delay. 

You will, when short of provisions, obtain them from New Orleans 
by the transports, or get supplies from the ne 

When it is possible to repair your vessel, I will have you relieved. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[Davip D. Porter, | 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Lieutenant R. Townsenp, 
Commanding U.S. S. Essex. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Essex, regarding the condition of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., August 6, 1863. 


ApmiraL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication, sent me as you passed up last evening. Although the 
Essex requires extensive repairs, she will, I trust, be found able to 
carry out your orders, and take care of the river at this point and 
below. Let me briefly sketch her condition. She is making a good 
deal of water, consequent upon the present unusually large supply of 
coal, which has brought down seams that have not been submerged 
for months past. Her decks leak so badly that, when it rains, it is 
impossible for the men to keep dry in their hammocks. She needs 
repairs to engines, boilers, hull, and iron plating. She is almost 
destitute of the ordinary stores and tools in all the departments, save 
that of the gunner. With the exception of forty-eight hours, in 
March last (when indispensable repairs were made to her ma- 
chinery), she has been away from New Orleans and deprived of all 
opportunity to refit or replenish since the 10th of December. During 
these eight months she has been always in the advance; on isolated 
picket duty off Baton Rouge or Port Hudson, from 25 to 50 miles 
from any support; or, after the siege of the latter place commenced, 
at the head of the leading line of the squadron, and very frequently 
ET se with the enemy’s batteries. With ordnance stores they kept 
the “'ssew well supplied, still, we have but twelve shell for Parrott 
100-pounder rifle, remaining. As regards other indispensable sup- 
plies, she has been “living from hand to mouth.” With iron and 
lumber picked up along shore, much important work has been done 
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by the H#'ssew for herself and for the mortar schooners. As an evi- 
dence of our utter poverty, and an instance of the necessity that 
prompts invention, I may mention that our apologies for awnings 
are made from old tents, abandoned by the army when it evacuated 
Baton Rouge, a year ago. 

I beg leave to refer to a portion of your communication which was 
doubtless conceived under a misapprehension. A very natural one, as 
my last service under you was as an acting lieutenant, and it requires 
some study of the register to learn my present position. My place 
on the Navy lst is between Commanders Parker and Guest and 
twenty numbers above that of Commander Febiger, to whom you 
direct me to make reports. Presuming that you have made arrange- 
ments for the prompt dispatch of news by Commander Febiger, I 
shall immediately inform him of any important intelligence I may 
obtain. But, as Commander Febiger’s senior, I respectfuly beg leave 
to address my reports directly to yourself. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Rosert TowNsEnpD, 
Commander, U. 8. Navy, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. 8. Navy, 
making reference to the raising of the U. S. S. Cincinnati, and 
other matters. 


U.S. S. June Torrence, August 6, 1868. 

Sir: I have the honor of informing you that Captain Walker did 
not leave until 5 o'clock a. m.; was detained waiting for soldiers. 

The river is falling rapidly, but think there is sufficient water in 
the Yazoo for the fleet. Chief Engineer Bickerstaff completed the 
rake for picking up torpedoes on the 3d of August. Captain Walker 
left the fleet for the Yazoo River 5 a. m. this, the 5th day of August. 

I have met with many disapointments in raising the gunboat Can- 
cinnati, but can assure you that I have cleaned her out, and with the 
exception of one hole in the stern, [for] which I am sinking a dock 
to-day, will have her as tight as she was on leaving the dock at St. 
Louis. 

One of the guns of the Cincinnati is about 100 yards in the woods. 
Captain Walker thinks you may have given it to the army. If it 
belongs to the navy I will put it on the Cincinnati by your so advis- 
ing me to do. 

I received your communications to General Ellet and delivered 
them. 

The brigade left for the lower part of the river at 6 o’clock a. m., 
having a number of troops from the army on board. 

The steamer Osage arrived off Vicksburg 1 o’clock p. m.; will 
leave in the morning at daylight for the Red River, agreeable to your 
order. : 

Having a number of dispatches and mail for the fleet, thought it 
advisable to send the General Lyon to meet you. The General Lyon 


844 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


cannot tow safely, as her guards are too high; will send her without 
tow. The Hammité will be down to-morrow, when I will send you 
her tow, as she brings it to the fleet, as per your order. 

I am respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. RicHarpson, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. S. Navy, regarding the sinking of 
the U.S. S. Paw Paw. 


U.S. S. Genzrau Brace, 
Off Helena, August 7, 1863. 

Sir: I regret to inform you that the light-draft gunboat No. 31, 
Paw Paw, was sunk yesterday afternoon in the lower end of Walnut 
Bend. 

I received the information after midnight and as soon as possible 
started to her assistance, arriving there at 7 a.m. I found the Paw 
Paw lying on Hardin’s Point, Arkansas shore, careened considerably 
to the starboard, her port lower guard out of water and on the bank, 
her starboard boiler deck guard under water. The vessel was secured 
to the bank with hawsers around the upper part of casemate to pre- 
vent her sliding off the bank into deep water, which was 3 fathoms 
deep on the outside of vessel. The hght-draft gunboat Covington 
had arrived the night previous, and nearly everything had been re- 
moved from the vessel and taken aboard the Covington. From Cap- 
tain Thompson’s statement, the vessel was backing out from the bank 
when she struck a sunken snag, which entered the rake just forward 
of wheel. The vessel filled so fast that it was impossible to ascertain 
the amount of damage done or the location of injury. 

The vessel was run ashore immediately, where she sank in a few 
minutes. It was not more than fifteen minutes from the time of 
striking the snag until the vessel was sunk. 

As I could render her no assistance, I returned to this place to 
procure what assistance I could find. There being nothing at hand, 
I called upon Major-General Steele, commanding at this point, and 
informed him of the condition of the vessel, requesting his assistance. 
He informed me he was very sorry, but that he had nothing which 
would be of service to us. No pumps of any description were to be 
found in Helena. Before leaving the Paw Paw I ordered Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Lord to remain with the Covington and guard 
her, at the same time removing the battery aboard the Covington and 
making all necessary preparations for raising the vessel. By the 
dispatch steamer to-day I wrote to Lieutenant-Commander Thomas 
Pattison,, commandant Memphis naval station, informing him of 
the accident and requesting assistance for the Paw Paw. 

I do not know where Lieutenant Commander S. L. Phelps, com- 
manding division, is at present. 
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In crossing Helena bar this morning this vessel rubbed very hard, 
and, there not being more than 11 feet water, I do not think it safe 
to go back again, for fear I will not be able to get below again. 

oping that the Paw Paw may soon be afloat. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 


JosHua BisHop, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Master Thompson, U. 8S. Navy, commanding 
U.S.S. Paw Paw, regarding the sinking of that vessel. 


U. S. Gunspoat Paw Paw, 
Hardin’s Plantation, Mississippi River, August 7, 1863. 

Str: It has become my disagreeable duty to inform you that this 
vessel now lies sunk at the bank at this place, which is situated at 
the lower end of Walnut Bend, she having struck a snag yesterday 
afternoon, starting her leaking, so that she filled in about fifteen 
minutes after striking, barely giving us time to reach the bank. 

I have no doubt but she can be raised again if the pump boat is 
immedately sent up. The Covington is here to guard her, and the 
General Bragg will take this to Helena to forward it by first 
opportunity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. F. TuHompson, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Rear-Admira] D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, for the assistance of the steam 
pump boat in raising the U.S. S. Paw Paw. 


Auveust 10, 1863. 


Sm: You will order the steam pump boat Champion No. 5 to 
proceed with all dispatch to Hardin’s plantation, Walnut Bend, on 
this river, and raise the gunboat Paw Paw, which lies sunk at that 
place. 

Very respectfully, Davi D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Srvrripe®, | 
Senior Naval Officer, Vicksburg. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Rogers, 
U. S. Navy, regarding the pump boat, to raise the U. S. 8. 
Paw Paw. 


Aucust 10, 1863. 


Sir: You will proceed to Vicksburg with all dispatch and order the 
steam pump boat Champion No. 6 to proceed to the gunboat Paw 
Paw and raise her. Report to Captain Selfridge or the senior officer 
and get the order from him. 

Very respectfully, Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Master Joun Rocerrs, 
Commanding Naumkeag. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs in vicinity of Grand Gulf, Miss. 


U.S. S. Loursviiix, 
Off Grand Gulf, Miss., August 8, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that within the past week the 
guerrillas and some of Colonel Logan’s cavalry (secesh) have been 
busily employed committing a series of depredations, such as shoot- 
ing negroes, stealing horses, impressing men of all nations, and pre- 
venting the people trading with our vessels. Shooting negroes and 
stealing horses from Union persons have occurred within 1 mile of 
this vessel. The enemy are always mounted and armed with rifles 
and shotguns. Well-disposed persons report there are some 50,000 
bales of cotton hid away awaiting a favorable opportunity to sell or 
ship to the North. It 1s reported that some 1,500 cavalry (Logan’s 
force) make their headquarters about Port Gibson. Some 200 patrol 
between the Black and Port Gibson. A small force, say 500, would 
disperse this thieving gang. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant Wilson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. SB. 8. 
Mound City, regarding dash by Confederate cavalry into Lake 
Providence La. 

U. S. Gunzoat Mounp Crry, 
Off Lake Providence, La., August 8, 1863. 
Sir: The last of General Reid’s brigade left this place yesterday 
noon. ‘This morning 70 rebel cavalry, commanded by the notorious 
John McNeil, captain, C. S. Army, made a dash into [Lake] Provi- 
dence for the purpose of stealing mules and negroes, a large number 
of the latter having congregated in this place during its occupation 
by the army. ‘The negroes were defenseless, and the rebels had fired 
several shots at them from behind the levee when I opened on them 
with the port guns. They fled to the woods in the utmost confusion, 
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several horses minus their riders. Seven dead rebels have been found 
so far in the field back of the town, and I am confident many more 
were wounded. 
These rebels are now encamped about 8 or 4 miles back from the 
river, feeding on their friends and doing us no injury. 
T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron Witson, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Operations of a naval force in White and Little Red Rivers, Ark., 
under Lieutenant Bache, U. 8. Navy, cooperating with Major- 
General Steele, U. S. Army, commanding Army of Arkansas, 
August 8-17, 1863. 

[Telegram.] 


Wasurnoton, July 15, 1863—10.15 a. m. 
(Via Memphis, 17th, 7.30 a. m.) 
It is reported that Price is moving north. All available forces 
should immediately move on his rear, so as to cut off his retreat. 
The forces in Missouri will prevent his penetrating far into that 
State, and if he is cut off in rear his forces must disperse or surren- 
der. Apply to the naval commander for cooperation with gunboats 
on White River. No time should be lost. 
H. W. Hatweck, 
General-in-C hief. 
General Prentiss, Helena. 


Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Major-General Halleck, U. S. 
Army, announcing the readiness of gunboats for cooperation. 


Navy Department, August 4, 1863. 
Sir: I transmit herewith for your information a copy of a tele- 
graphic dispatch from Rear-Admiral Porter, dated Vicksburg, July 
22, announcing that there is a force of gunboats at the mouth of 
White River, in readiness to cooperate with the army. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
G, V. Fox, 


Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 


Major-General H. W. Hatuzcx, 
Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D.C. 


[Enclosure—Telegram. ] 


Vicxssure, July 22, 1868, 
(Via Cairo, 30th.) 
A force of gunboats is at the mouth of White River, in readiness 
to cooperate with the army. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. §. Navy, acknowledging orders for cooperation 
of gunboats. 


U.S. S. Lexrneron, 
Mouth of White River, July 28, 1863. 
Str: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General 
Orders Nos. 72, 73, and 74; also an order directing me to cooperate 
with a land force up White River with the boats /armora, Cricket, 
Linden, and Romeo. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gzo. M. Bacus, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant Bache, UV. 8. Navy, regarding torpedo catcher. 


U.S. S. Lexineron, 
Mouth of White River, July 28, 1863. 

We have been lying here some days waiting the army, who have 
not as yet made their appearance, nor can I hear anything of them. 
In the meantime White River is falling. 

The torpedo catcher, a draft of which you sent me, we have tried 
and found unsuitable. It impedes the boat, and destroys her steer- 
ing power; it is also very apt to slue, and in making sharp turns in 
a narrow [stream] does so almost invariably. I have adopted as a 
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substitute the following modification * of your plan. Instead of hav- 

ing a cross piece and martingale under water, we have the cross piece 

out of water, and long iron bars, hooked at the end, and 6 feet long, 

fastened to it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 

Gro. M. Bacue, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Daviw D. Porter 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Brigadier-General Davidson, U. S. Army, requesting cooperation of 
two gunboats in construction of a bridge at Clarendon, Ark. 


Camp Near L’ANGUILLE River, 
Crowley’s Ridge, Ark., August 1, 1863. 
Sir: I have moved this far on a plan of operations adopted by 
General Schofield, commanding Department of the Missouri, and 
shall now proceed to White River, to throw a bridge across at Claren- 
don. I ask the cooperation of two or more gunboats at that point, as 
my force is all cavalry. I have six thousand sabers. My latest in- 
formation is that Marmaduke’s cavalry is near Jacksonport, across 
the river; that Price’s infantry division is part at Searcy and part 
at Des Arc; that Holmes is at Little Rock, with but few troops, and 
that the rebels are preparing to move into Texas. I think they 
should be pursued with rapidity. I don’t know whether I come 
under your orders or not. If I do, if I can not command the ex- 
pedition by reason of rank, at least give me the advance. 
I am, most respectfully, yours, 
J. W. Davinson, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major-General Grant, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, 
U. S. Navy, to hold the vessels at the mouth of White River till arrival of 
troops. 


Orr New Orteans, August 3, 1863. 
Sir: Your communication of the 28th ultimo has been received. 
If the troops have not come, the vessels will have to wait at_ White 
River, as the Department has ordered them to be ready, and I never 

let the soldiers say I am not ready for them. _ 
General Grant requires no convoy from White River down. You 
must do the best you can above White River. I do not think there 

will be much trouble there; the rebels are all moving over. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[Davi D. Porter, ] 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHExps, 
Commanding U.S. S. Kastport. 
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Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, proposing immediate movement with 
his force to Clarendon. 


U. S. S. Lexineron, 
White River, August 7, 1863. 

Sir: Herein I enclose communications to you, from Lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps, which I have just received. I communicated 
myself with General Steele at Helena some days ago, and had 
already determined to start up the river on the 8th, to-morrow, 
morning. I shall go up as far as Clarendon with my whole force; 
there I expect to meet General Davidson with his cavalry command. 
He intends throwing a bridge across at this point, and needs our 
protection while doing so. Having arrived there, I shall keep boats 
patrolling the river. General Steele has only two transports, which - 
are to convey his supplies, and he can not tell when either they or 
his force will be ready. White River is bank full at present, and I 
intend taking the Lexington up in case we should meet with any 
formidable batteries. I shall send her down, however, as soon as we 
reach Clarendon. 

The Prairie Bird captured within the last few days 9 mules and 
some 30 or 40 contrabands, who were being ferried across the river 
en route to Texas. 

I have information, but whether reliable or not I do not know, 
that the rebel army in Arkansas intends crossing into Mississippi 
or Tennessee. The Prairie Bird and, in two days, the Lexington 
will look out for them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gro. M. Bacur, 
Lieutenant Commanding, U. 8. Navy. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


U. S. Ironctap Ram Eastport, 
Memphis, August 3, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of two communi- 
‘cations to Lieutenant Commanding Bache. 

I have felt reluctant to give an order in a movement organized by 
yourself, but your letter, the orders Lieutenant Bache had received 
when I was at White River, and the fact of the expedition being or- 
ganized at Helena under the directions of General Hurlbut, com- 
manding general here, together with your absence in New Orleans, 
makes me doubtful as to whether you were aware of how the expedi- 
tion would move or when it would start. General Steele informs me 
that he will leave Helena within a week or less time. Had the move- 
ment in cooperation up White River become suddenly necessary, I 
should not have hesitated an instant in providing the necessary force, 
informing you immediately of what I had done. This has little the 
air, though not so intended, of interference. 

IT am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHerps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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U. S. Ironcuap Ram Eastport, 
Memphis, August 3, 1863. 
Sir: I enclose an order which I deem it proper to give upon the 

presumption that, as the expedition is being organized by General 
Hurlbut, who was not aware of the presence of the gunboats in 
readiness at White River, no special orders had reached you from 
the admiral as to what you were to do. His letter to me of the 27th 
July states that you are to act as convoy up White River. The 
absence of the commander-in-chief in New Orleans renders it im- 
possible to refer to him, and you will accordingly act upon m 
instructions, except wherein they may conflict with orders, of eat 
I can know nothing, received from him. My object is simply to give 
you authority to “ go ahead and do your duty,” and in doing this I 
feel that I am carrying out the views of the admiral. I wish you all 
good fortune. I presume General Steele will send you a communica- 
tion with these letters. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. L. Puetprs, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 2d Div., Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant G. M. Bacug, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Gunboat Lexington, White River. 


P. S.—If you find you require more force, I will send it to you. 
S. L. PHeEtps. 


U.S. Ironctap Ram Eastrort, 
Memphis, August 3, 1863. 
Sir: Major-General Hurlbut, commanding this district, informs 
me that he is directed by General Grant to organize an expedition 
which is to operate against Little Rock. Major-General Steele will 
command the expedition which is being organized at Helena. The 
troops are to go by land to Clarendon, or Des Arc, at which points 
your cooperation is desired, as there the depots of supplies are to be 
established. General Hurlbut wishes an examination of the river 
to be made by the gunboats, and thinks it desirable that they should 
ascend as high as practicable, to Jacksonport if possible. The ad- 
miral being absent and beyond reach within the time this movement 
should be effected, I have to direct that you communicate with Gen- 
eral Steele at Helena and arrange to cooperate with his forces, as 
above indicated, and in every other respect in which you deem it 
practicable to do so and not in violation of the orders of the admiral. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Puetrpes, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second Division, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant G. M. Bacux, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Gunboat Lexington, White River. 
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Letter from Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Steele, U. S. Army, 
regarding proposed movement of the force under his command to Clarendon. 


U.S. S. Lexineron, August 7, 1863. 


Sm: I will move up White River to-morrow morning with my 
entire force, and, if not delayed to fight or by other unforeseen cir- 
cumstances, will reach Clarendon on the afternoon of the 9th. Hav- 
ing arrived there, I will send down a boat or boats, according to 
circumstances, to convoy your supply boats. The river shall also be 
patrolled at all dangerous points, to prevent the enemy from erecting 
batteries. 

I received a letter from General Davidson yesterday, saying that 
he intended throwing a bridge across at Clarendon and wished our 
protection while doing so. Your communication of yesterday has 
also been received. 

Very respectfully, G. M. Bacug, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Major-General Frepx. STEELE. 


Letter from Lieutenant Bache, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Steele, U. S. Army, 
announcing arrival at Clarendon. 


U.S. S. Cricket, 
Clarendon, August 9, 1863. 


Sir: I arrived here this morning with four light-draft boats, find- 
ing the river entirely clear of guerrillas, and bank full, coming up. 
At this place I have met with General Davidson’s cavalry, who 
arrived here yesterday. I send dispatches to you from General 
Davidson by one of my officers. It is impossible to bridge the river 
at this point, the country being overflowed on the opposite bank. 

Please let me know when your boats will be ready for convoy up 
the White. I shall make a reconnoissance farther up the river with 
one boat myself to-morrow. 

Respectfully, etc., G. M. Bacur, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Major-General rep. STEELE. 


Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. 8. Navy, of arrival at Clarendon, and movement 
of the U. S. S. Lexington to Cypress Bayou. 


U.S. 8S. Cricket, 
Clarendon, August 9, 1863. 

Sir: T arrived at this point this morning with the four light-drafts, 
having sent the Lewington back when only a few miles up the river, 
to watch Cypress Bayou, up which the rebels are reported to have a 
small steamer intending to cross into Mississippi. I found General 
Davidson here with 6,000 cavalry. This afternoon I shall send down 
the Marmora and Linden, the former to tow up two coal barges for 
the purpose of crossing troops, and the latter to convoy up the two 
steamers of General Steele’s command. The river is bank full, and 
entirely clear of guerrillas as far as we have been. To-morrow I 
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shall make a reconnoissance higher up with this vessel. I hope to 
catch a rebel mail at Devall’s Bluff. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, Gro. M. Bacue, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Division. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Getty, U. 8. Navy, regarding order from 
Lieutenant Bache, U. 8. Navy, for the guarding of Cypress Bayou. 


U.S. S. Marmora, 
Off White River, August 10, 1863. 


Sir: I left Captain Bache yesterday at Clarendon, a settlement 
some hundred and thirty miles up White River, and came as far as 
this point with dispatches. I shall return again in the morning. 

Captain Bache has sent orders to his executive officer, should 
there be no occasion for the Lewington at Cypress Bayou, to take her 
immediately to Clarendon, in which event you were to keep an espe- 
cially close watch on Cypress Bayou and that vicinity, especially at 
night. 

We reached Clarendon without opposition either from enemy or 
obstruction to navigation. St. Charles was deserted, and but little 
signs of life on the river as far as we have steamed. At Clarendon 
we found 6,000 of our cavalry, who had crossed to that point from 
St. Louis. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rost. Gerry, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brennann, 
U.S. Gunboat Prairie Bird. 


Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, proposing to push on to Jacksonport. 


U.S. S. Cricket, 
Clarendon, Ark., August 11, 1863. 


Srr: Enclosed I send you an invoice found at Devall’s Bluff yes- 
terday among a number of others. 

We carried with us a detachment of cavalry, who landed some dis- 
tance below the bluff, the object being to capture the train from 
Little Rock. The train had ceased running, however. At the bluff 
we surprised a picket guard of 12 men, who went off bare-backed, 
showing only the tails of their horses. We captured saddles, clothes, 
one horse, and a shotgun. 

Day after to-morrow I shall push up to Jacksonport with the 
Lexington, Cricket, and Marmora, carrying up with me 200 infantry. 
The object is to gain information as to the whereabouts of Price’s 
army, to destroy the telegraph at Des Arc and capture the operator, 
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and catch the steamboats Kaskaskia and Thos. Sugg. The river is 
very high, but now falling. I keep a close watch; have established 
a water mark here, which will be repeated every 50 miles. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gro. M. Bacus, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Division. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports of operations 
at Des Arc and in Little Red River, including capture of steamers Tom Sugg 
and Kaskaskia. 


MissIssIpP1 SQUADRON, FiacsHip Brack Hawg, 
Cairo, August 24, 1863. 
Sm: I have the honor to inclose a report of Lieutenant Bache, in 
relation to the White River expedition. The report is interesting, 
showing the condition of affairs in that region of country where the 
rebels must have been much surprised to see our gunboats. Lieu- 
tenant Bache also sends notice that Lieutenant Dunnington (cap- 
tured in command of Arkansas Post) is fitting out at Little Rock 
the Pontchartrain, the last ram the rebels have in these waters. I 
shall be glad to see her this side of the shoals that have prevented 
us from reaching her heretofore. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gmron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enclosure. ] 


U. S. S. Lexineron, 
Clarendon, August 16, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report my arrival at this point yesterday, 
after an entirely successful expedition of three days with this boat, 
the Cricket, and Marmora. At Des Are, our first stopping place, we 
burned a large warehouse filled with Confederate corn meal, etc., de- 
stroyed the telegraph for nearly half a mile, and obtained some in- 
formation that we wanted from the citizens, three of whom I seized 
and brought down to General Davidson. 

The second morning, having arrived off the mouth of Little Red 
River, a narrow and tortuous tributary of the White, I sent the 
Crichet wp after the steamers Zom Sugg and Kaskaskia (which I 
had reason to believe were hid up pare while the Marmora and this 
vessel proceeded on to Augusta, 30 miles farther and 75 miles from 
Jacksonport. Here my information as to the rebel army was con- 
firmed, and one object of the expedition accomplished. The grand 
Southern army were concentrating at Brownsville, intending to make 
their line of defense on Bayou Meto. Price was there and Kirby 
Smith in Little Rock. Marmaduke had recrossed the White some 
days before, and was then crossing Little Red. Having received this 
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information, I pushed down stream again, and leaving the Marmora 
off the mouth, went up the Little Red with the Lewington. When 
about 25 miles up and nearly as high as we could go, we met the 
Cricket with her two prizes, which she had captured at Searcy, 15 
miles farther on. She also destroyed there Marmaduke’s pontoon 
bridge, leaving a portion of his brigade on the other side of the 
stream. When a few miles above us the Cricket had been fired into 
by a portion of Marmaduke’s men, when several soldiers (of whom 
we carried up about 150) and Mr. Morehead, of the Cricket, were 
wounded. After meeting her about dusk we were all again at- 
tacked by sharpshooters without any damage, however. Captain 
Langthorne I can not-thank too much for his zeal, efficiency, and 
judgment, not only on this occasion, but ever since under my com- 
mand. With the prizes were captured the enclosed list of prisoners, 
14 bales of cotton, 3 horses, and a few arms. The Zom Sugg is a fine 
little side-wheel boat, and I think would make an excellent light- 
draft gunboat for these rivers. The Kaskaskia, also side-wheel, 
though a somewhat older boat, has still a good hull. For the present, 
having officered and manned them and put a howitzer on each, I shall 
retain them to cooperate with the army, who are much in need of 
transports. All along the banks of the rivers, White and Little Red, 
as far as we went, 250 miles on the one and 40 on the other, we found 
the isolated farmers glad to see us, and many Union demonstrations 
were made. I am satisfied the people here would be glad to see us in 
possession. The capture of the two boats, the only means of trans- 
portation the rebels had on this river, is a severe blow to them, and 
at this time the boats can be made of great service to us. Going up 
the river we were not at all molested, but coming down we were 
fired on with small arms from almost every available spot, though by 
no very large number of men. 

The river is still high, though falling at the rate of 24 inches in 
48 hours. I shall send the Lexington down to-morrow. The Mar- 
mora, Cricket, and Romeo are all leaking severely, and otherwise 
out of repair. 

The advance division of General Steele’s command arrived yester- 
day. I have no doubt our army will be able to drive the enemy from 
their line of defense on Bayou Meto into Texas. 

Enclosed I hand the report of Captain Langthorne, of the Cricket. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Gro. M. Bacue, 
Lieutenant, Commanding White River Lupedition. 


Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Subenclosures. J 


U. S.S. Cricket, August 15, 1863. 
Sir: In obedience to your order, I proceeded up Little Red River 
at 9 o’clock a.m. About 10 miles up I hailed some men on the bank, 
enquired of them if the steamers Zom Sugg and Kaskaskia were up 
the river. They said one of them had passed a short time before. I 
continued on up; saw some rebel pickets at West Point; made further 
enquiries about the steamboats, which satisfied me they were up the 
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river. We arrived at Searcy Landing at 2 o’clock p. m. and [found | 
the two steamers, 7'hos. Sugg and Kaskaskia. 

I landed the infantry and put officers on board of the steamers; 
had them fired up ready to start. The rebels had a fine pontoon 
bridge built across the river, which I effectually destroyed. We then 
left for down river at 3 o’clock; took on 14 bales cotton on our way. 
As we arrived near West Point we were fired upon by the rebel sharp- 
shooters. The engagement lasted about one hour, wounding 9 of our 
men, 1 mortally, since died. Mr. Morehead was piloting the as- 
kaskia. He stood at the wheel nobly until disabled; he received two 
shots and fell. Mr, Lightner was pilot of the Sugg. During the en-. 
gagement he stood at his post without flinching. Mr. Claycomb, 
pilot of the Cricket, also showed great bravery and coolness. Surgeon 
Hanson A. Bodman, although sick, attended to the wounded with 
much credit. Every officer and man deserves great praise for the 
manner in which they discharged their duties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LANcrHorRNE, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U. S. N., 
Commanding Steamer Cricket. 
Lieutenant Gro. M. Bacug, 
Commanding White River Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy. 


U.S. S. Tom Suae, 
Clarendon, August 19, 1863. 

Str: I am about to send the Cricket to Cairo for repairs. She is 
leaking too badly to wait for an answer from you. I would like 
very much if you would give Captain Langthorne a side-wheel boat, 
and send him down to rejoin my command. Short side-wheel boats 
are the only ones adapted for these small rivers. Stern-wheel boats 
will tear themselves up. 

Captain Langthorne will be able to give you all information in re- 
gard to the captured boats, Zom Sugg and Kaskaskia. I send you a 
description of the former; she is a fine little boat. Both boats, since 
their capture, have been and still are of importance to the army, 
whose means of transportation afloat are very limited. They are 
used for carrying forage, and sometimes men and horses. As soon 
as the army shall have crossed I will send them to Cairo. 

The two coal barges which we brought up have also been of great 
service; indeed, I do not know how the army could have crossed the 
river without them. They are being used as ferries. 

I send up all the prisoners taken on the two boats except three 
engineers, whom we are employing. 

General Davidson’s division have crossed, and in about three days 
General Steele expects to get his men across, after which the fate of 
Little Rock will be speedily determined. Should we be successful, 
Devall’s Bluff will be made the depot for supplies, in order to take 
advantage of the railroad. Until then, Clarendon is the point. 
Vessels will be required on the river all the time to convoy or to 
protect the army should they be compelled to fall back. 
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The river has fallen about 10 feet, and all the overflowed land is 
now dry. I expect the guerrillas will soon commence their annoy- 
ances. The Lexington has left the river; she also needs repairs very 
much. Her water-wheel beams are very shaky. I would like very 
much if she could be repaired while I am up this river. 

Mr. Huston, our Arkansas and White River pilot, at the request 
of General Steele, I have detached from the squadron and ordered to 
the army as a guide. He is to return as soon as there is a sign of a 
rise in the Arkansas River. Mr. Huston is of no use to us on this 
river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gro. M. Bacue, 


Lieutenant, Commanding White River Division. 


Rear-Admiral Davw D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §. Navy, to Lieutenant Bache, U. S. Navy, to 
send steamers Tom Sugg and Kaskaskia to Cairo. 


Cairo, August 23, 1863. 
Sir: Be particular that you send the steamers captured up White 
River up here at once, with all papers and prisoners, and with a prize 
master and crew to testify against them. 
Secure all the rebel cotton you can get, with which you will send 
evidence to condemn it. 
Very respectfully, Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander Gro. M. Bacuz, 
Commanding Lexington. 


Report of Brigadier-General Davidson, U. 8S. Army, announcing arrival of gun- 
boats and intended crossing of his division. 


Wuire River, 
Near Clarendon, August 9, 1863. 


The gunboats I wrote for on the 1st just arrived here this forenoon. 
My division reached here yesterday from Moro. White River is 
higher than it has been at this season of the year since 44. In some 
places the water is 4 miles wide across the bottom. I send down this 
evening for coal barges, and shall cross part of my division as soon 
as they arrive. Kirby Smith is positively in Little Rock, without his 
troops. I shall endeavor to send you early news from actual recon- 
noissance. At present it is thought the main force of the rebels under 
Price is at Bayou Meto, 12 miles this side of Little Rock. It is of 
the utmost importance that we strike them before they throw up 
works to impede ours. My troops are in fine condition; men, horses, 
and transportation are better after a march of 350 miles than when 
they started. There are no rebel troops east of White River. 
J. W. Davipson, 
Brigadier-General. 


Major-General ScHoriE.p. 
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Heapquarters ARKANSAS EXPEDITION, 
Helena, Ark., August 11, 1863. 


GeneraL: I have the honor to enclose dispatches received this 
morning from White River. General Davidson is mistaken in re- 
gard to there being no rebel troops north of White River. They have 
been hanging on his rear all the time, and have probably captured 
all the dispatches that were sent to him previous to his arrival at 
Clarendon. On the 9th instant they pursued a party of 15, com- 
manded by a captain, whom he ordered to this post, and captured 8 
of them. <A battalion of three companies of cavalry went in pursuit 
of the rebels, and most probably overtook them. Major Lippert, the 
officer in command, was on his way to join Davidson. It seems that 
General Davidson did not know that I was to command the expedi- 
tion, although Commander Bache went up White River at my re- 
quest. If Major Lippert got through, he must have received dis- 
patches from me. 


A gunboat will wait at the mouth of White River to convoy the 
supply boats now being loaded at Memphis until noon on the 13th 
instant. I send up an officer this evening to expedite matters. 

* * * * oy * * 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frepk. Streeter, I/ajor-General. 
Major-General SrrpHen A, Hurwevr, 
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps. 


Report of Brigadier-General Davidson, U. 8S. Army. 


Heapquarters Cavatry Division, 
DrpaRTMENT OF THE Missouri, 
Clarendon, Ark., August 15, 1863. 

GeNnERAL: I have the honor to report to you that the expedition 
which I sent up the river, consisting of two gunboats, under Captain 
Bache, U. S. Navy, and a battalion of the Thirty-second Iowa Infan- 
try, under Major G. A. Eberhart, and of which I advised you by let- 
ter of the 11th instant, has returned completely successful. The gun- 
boats captured in the Little Red the two rebel steamers, Kaskaskia 
and Z'om Sugg, in complete running order, and destroyed the bridge 
of flats, or pontoon bridge, over which the ubiquitous Marmaduke 
had crossed the greater part of his cavalry to the south side of Little 
Red. This was near Searcy. Major Eberhart lost 2 men killed and 
5 wounded, and one of the naval officers was wounded slightly. This 
infantry was attached to my division, as the guard to my batteries. 

The information brought by the expedition is of a very positive 
character. Kirby Smith is at Little Rock, and the rebels are con- 
centrating and throwing up rifle pits at Bayou Meto, 12 miles this 
side of Little Rock, their left resting upon Brownsville. Marma- 
duke, who keeps Missouri in a fright, is positively on the south side 
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of Little Red, where I believed him to be, on his way, with part of 
his cavalry dismounted, to join Price. 

I think, my dear general, every hour is precious to us now, and 
that you should have another brigade, at noe of infantry. We 
are rich in artillery. I am endeavoring to gain all needful infor- 
mation for you. I would be obliged to you to inform Schofield of 
our success, so that he may not be apprehensive of a raid into 
Missouri. 

We must have water kegs sent out, one for each ambulance and 
wagon, if possible. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
J. W. Davinson, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major-General STEExE, 
Commanding Army of Arkansas. 


[Telegram.] 


Memruis, Tenn., August 15, 1863. 

I have just heard from Steele and Davidson. A gunboat will push 
up White River to Jacksonport. The river is very full. Steele 
thinks Kirby Smith in person is at Little Rock. Davidson is cross- 
ing part of his force in coal barges near Clarendon. 


S. A. Hurzsvrt, 
Major-General. 
Major-General H. W. Hattecx, 
General-in-Chief. 


Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Eberhart, U. S. Army. 


Camp at Harrison’s Lanpine, 
Eight Miles Below Clarendon, August 18, 1863. 

Dear CoLtoneL: I wrote you at Wittsburg, about the 30th ultimo. 

Left L’Anguille on the 5th. Reached Clarendon, after a march 
of 53 miles, on the 8th. 

On the 9th, gunboats 2, 3, 6, and 10 came up. While we were there, 
our detachment was kept busy going out with forage trains. 

On the 12th, received orders to take the detachment on board 
gunboat Cricket (6) and Marmora_(2). Embarked at dark Com- 
panies A and D, under Captain de Tar, on board the Cricket; Com- 
panies F and G, myself in command, on the Marmora. 

At 3 a. m., 18th instant, we moved up the river, accompanied by 
the gunboat Levington. Captain Bache was in command of the fleet. 
At Des Arc we took some citizens, and burned a large warehouse 
containing a quantity of Confederate States Army property. 
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While there, by request of Captain Bache, I went on board the 
Lewington, during the rest of the trip. Anchored at the mouth of 
Little Red that night. 

Next morning the Cricket went up Little Red River in search of 
two Confederate steamers. We continued up White River until 12 m., 
at which time we arrived at Augusta. Threw out skirmishers around 
the town, but found no soldiers. After remaining there about half 
an hour, we started on our return down the river; came to the 
mouth of the Little Red about 3 p. m. when, seeing nothing of the 
Oricket, the Lexington started up in search of her. (J/armora an- 
chored until we returned.) When up the river about 20 miles we met 
her, with the two boats she went after. Shortly after she left us in 
the morning, the captain ascertained, from some negroes on shore, 
that one of them was about an hour and a half ahead of him, she 
having laid near us in the river during the night. 

The Cricket continued up the river about 40 miles, when, turning 
a bend came in sight of the town of Searcy, the two boats, and a good 
pontoon bridge across the river. Took possession of the boats 
without trouble. Company D was thrown out around the town. 
Company A, under Lieutenant M. Ackerman, piled up the bridge 
and burned it, leaving part of Marmaduke’s force yet on the east side 
of the river. A crew was placed on the prize steamers (Zom Sugg 
and Aaskaskia), and Company D placed on the two boats, Company 
A remaining on the Cricket, Lieutenant W. D. Templin on the 
Kaskaskia, and Lieutenant R. J. Shannon on the Zom Sugg. When 
10 miles below Searcy, on their return, they were fired into by about 
500 of Marmaduke’s men. The fight lasted about twenty minutes, 
along the bank, our boys pitching into them in fine style. The pilot 
of the Kaskaskia was wounded in the arm and head. The boat swung 
around, but the rebels were driven away before she could go ashore, 
and the Cricket took her in tow. 

It was very warm work, the firing being at a distance of about 30 
yards. Company D had 6 wounded (1 mortally—George Fox—died 
that night). The rebels had a great many more hurt, for they were 
seen to fall in a peculiar manner. Ten miles below the scene of the 
fight we met them, turned around, and accompanied them down. 
We had not made more than 5 miles when we were again attacked 
by a number of them. Our boys again fed them pretty well. No one 
hurt with us. The Cricket opened with her howitzers; the old Lex- 
ington with her 8-inch guns, which must have given them such a scare 
as they never had before, for they left very suddenly. We received 
quite a number of shots on the Leaington, but no one was hurt. 
Anchored for the night at the mouth of the river. Next day (15th) 
returned to Clarendon, firing occasional shots at rebel pickets seen 
on shore. 

Captain Bache and myself waited on the general (Davidson) to 
make our reports. He (the general) was tickled wonderfully at the 
unexpected success of the expedition, as we did not think of getting 
the boats, which we supposed would be up some bayou where we 
could not run. The general now thinks a great deal of the detach- 
ment, but gives us, in consequence, plenty to do, for on the 16th re- 
ceived orders to report, with command and baggage train, at the 
transports. After loading with part of the Thirteenth Illinois Cav- 
alry and our detachment we ran to this place, landed about dark, 
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and threw the troops out, who were fired into by the pickets of the 
rebels. 
* * * * * % * 
Yours, most truly, 
G. -A. Fsernart, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thirty-second Iowa Infantry. 
Colonel Joun Scorr, 
Thirty-second Iowa, Columbus, Ky. 


Extract from report of Major-General Steele, U. S. Army, commanding expedition, 
in advance upon Little Rock, Ark. 


Devau’s Biurr, ArK., August 23, 1863. 
GeENFRAL: Having reconnoitered the different routes, I have de- 
cided to commence my line of operations at this point and have 
moved the depot and hospital here to-day. 
* * * * * * * 


Everything indicates that the rebels will make a determined re- 
sistance at this point. We need four gunboats on this river—one at 
St. Charles, two at this point, and one as a convoy. Of those I have 
now, one is unfit for service and the other three out of repair. White 
River is at present a better one for the purpose of navigation than 
the Mississippi. It is falling now, but will rise again next month 
and can be depended upon all the time for over 4 feet of water to this 
point. No matter what steamboatmen say, this is a fact. I refer 
you to Commander Bache, U. S. Navy, in regard to the facts in the 
case. No pilot is required. All that is necessary is to keep a boat 
from running into the banks. With such a base as this, it will be a 
very easy matter to carry on operations against Little Rock, if proper 
means be supplied. 

* *% * * % * * 


I have the honor to be, general, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frepk. STEELE, 
Major-General. 
Major-General SrepHen A. Hurweovr. 


Extract from report of Major-General Steele, U. 8. Army. 


Heapquarrers Army or ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, Ark., Sept. 22, 1863. 
GenreraL: * * * Soon after my arrival at Helena I received a 
letter from Commander Phelps, of the Navy, offering the gunboats, 
under Lieutenant Bache, lying at the mouth of White River, to 
cooperate with me. I wrote to Lieutenant Bache, requesting him to 
make a reconnoissance up White River. He met General Davidson 
at Clarendon and having received a part of G. A. Eberhart’s bat- 
talion on board, proceeded up the river, entering Little Red, and in 
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the face of Marmaduke’s cavalry destroyed a pontoon bridge and 
captured two steamers, the Kaskaskia and Sugg. 

Subsequently he made an expedition from Devall’s Bluff to Au- 
gusta and captured Colonel Matlock, C. S. Army, and broke up a 
recruiting party at that point. Commander Phelps and Lieutenant 
Bache have done everything in their power to further the object of 
the expedition. 

* * * * * * * 


Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
Frepk. STEELE, 
Major-General. 
Major-General Joun M. ScHoFIELp, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri. 


Extracts from log of U. S. S. Lexington, Lieutenant George M. Bache, U. S. Navy, 
commanding. 


August 8, 1863—At 3 a. m. the fleet got underway and stood up 
river in the following order: Cricket, Linden, Lexington, Romeo, 
and Marmora. At 3:45 a. m. the head of the column entered White 
River. At 6 a.m. passed Arkansas Cut-off. At 7:10 a.m. ran into 
the bank and carried away our torpedo catcher. At 8:15 a. m. 
Captain Bache, with Ensign Charles C. Briggs and the gig’s crew, 
left the ship and went on board the Marmora. We rounded to and 
steamed down White River. At 9:45 a. m. came out of White River 
into the Mississippi. At 10 rounded to and sent pilot S. Huston 
on board the Juliet. At 10:15 started down the river. At 11 a.m. 
passed Napoleon, Ark. At 1 p.m. came to anchor off Cypress Creek. 

August 9—At 12:40 p. m. rounded to in Rowdy Bend and stood 
up the river. At 1p. m. landed and destroyed a raft. Sent out 25 
armed men under command of Mr. Booby to reconnoiter. At 2:45 
p. m. expedition returned and we stood up river. 

August 11.—At 4:30 a. m. got underway and stood up river. At 
5:10 entered White River, the M/armora astern of us with two barges 
in tow. At 3:10 p. m. passed Indian Bay. At 4 p. m. came to at 
St. Charles. At 6:30 p.m. anchored and ran a line to the bank. 

August 12.—At 5 a. m. got underway and steamed up river. At 
8 a. m. passed Aberdeen. At 9 came to anchor at Clarendon, where 
the Romeo and Juliet lay, also part of our troops. At 3 p. m. put 
on a torpedo rake on the bow. 

August 13——At 4:40 a. m. weighed anchor and steamed up river, 
preceded by the Cricket, followed by the Marmora. At 9 fired one 
shot at rebel pickets. At 9:10 a. m. passed Devall’s Bluff. At 9:20 
a.m. the Cricket had her smokestack carried away. Covered boilers 
with men’s hammocks and put cotton bales alongside pilot house and 
called all hands to quarters. At 10:50 took a man on board from a 
landing. At 2:30 p. m. landed at Des Are and sent out second 
division under command of Captain Bache. At 8:45 p. m. expe- 
dition returned with 2 prisoners. At 5 p.m. set warehouse on fire, 
filled with rebel stores. At 5:30 left the bank and stood up river. 
At 7 p. m. fleet came to anchor. 
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August 14—At 4:10 a. m. fleet got underway and stood up river. 
At 8 passed mouth of Little Red River. At 11 landed at Augusta; 
sent a party of men under command of Captain Bache on shore. At 
12:15 p. m. shore party returned. At 12:40 p. m. cast loose and 
steamed down the river. At 2 p.m. came to and burned some corn- 
cribs. At 3 came to off mouth of Little Red River. At 3:20 entered 
Little Red River. At 4:10 p. m. broke our torpedo catcher and 
rounded to. At 4:30 p. m. rounded to and stood up river. At 6:15 
p. m. Cricket came down with two prizes, the Tom Sugg and Kas- 
kaskia. Rounded to and stood down the river. At 6 p. m. we were 
attacked by guerrillas. Opened upon them with great guns and 
small arms; fired 18 rounds 5-second shell. At 9:15 p.m. came to in 
White River. In rounding to broke our rudder. 

August 15—Carpenter and gang at work repairing rudder. At 
5:30 a. m. got underway and stood down White River. At 7 a. m. 
Marmora and Sugg, lashed together, passed us, and all stood down 
the river. Cricket and Kaskaskia, lashed together, leading. At 10 
a.m. passed Des Arc. At 10:30 a. m. were fired upon by guerrillas. 
Returned fire with big guns and small arms. At 11 a. m. were again 
fired upon; returned fire. Fired 13 rounds in all. At 1:30 p. m. 
passed Devall’s Bluff. At 1:35 p. m. passed Atkapolo and fired 2 
shots from big guns. At 4:45 p. m. came to anchor off Clarendon. 
At 5 p. m. sent 3 prisoners ashore under charge of Acting Master’s 
Mate Howard Hale, and delivered them to General Davidson. At 
7:35 p.m. the Tom Sugg came alongside and made fast. 

August 16—At 7 a.m. Acting Ensign C. C. Briggs and Acting 
First Assistant Engineer Michael Kelly, with 11 men, went on board 
the prize Zom Sugg. Put on her our 12-pounder rifle howitzer and 
accouterments complete, and ammunition for it, also 5 muskets, 5 
Sharps rifles, 3 navy revolvers, and accouterments and ammunition. 
Sent on board fourteen days’ rations for 20 men. At 9:30 sent Act- 
ing Ensign Joseph G. Megler to General Davidson’s headquarters 
with dispatches. At 10 a.m. Acting Ensign Megler returned, bring- 
ing with him 2 negroes; put them on board the Z’om Sugg. At 1:10 
p. m. the Tom Sugg cast loose and anchored astern of us. At 9:15 
received on board a bag of mail from General Davidson. 

August 17.—At 5:30 a. m. steamer Zom Sugg came alongside; 
Captain Bache went on board of her, taking with him gig and gig’s 
crew. At 6 a. m. underway and stood down river. At 2 p. m. run 
into the bank and broke a wheel arm; stopped and repaired; then 
proceeded down the river. At 5 p. m. came out of the White River 
into the Mississippi. 


Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Selfridge, U. 8S. Navy, on the latter’s assuming charge 
of the station at Vicksburg. 


Friacsuip Brack Hawn, August 9, 1863. 


Sir: You will take charge of the station at Vicksburg for the pres- 
ent and carry out the orders I leave. 

Every Monday a vessel will be ready to give convoy as far as Fort 
Adams, and if vessels come here legally cleared for New Orleans you 
will see them convoyed. 


3864 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Monday, the 10th, is the day the convoy commences, and if there 
is no other vessel present, you will have to go yourself. I will have 
other vessels here shortly when regular convoy vessels will be estab- 
lished. You will regulate everything here the same as if I was pres- 
ent, and all reports will be made to you; communicate any intelli- 
gence you may receive in relation to the enemy’s movements to Gen- 
eral Grant or the commanding military officer at this post. 

When a further supply of coal comes, send another barge to Red 
River and one to Natchez; let the vessel that takes them down take 
a month’s provision for the Benton, Curlew, Choctaw, Pittsburg, 
Lafayette, and Kenwood. These provisions should go very soon, as 
the vessels are short. Be careful that none of the beef that was sunk 
in the Rowena goes below, or is used. 

See that the vessels here have fresh beef, and send a live bullock 
down for each of the vessels below. 

When Captain Walker returns from the Yazoo trip, the Manitou 
will fill up with coal and provisions and take her station at Ellis 
Cliffs. The Rattler will remain at Rodney, and you will give them 
the necessary orders to insure quiet and prevent the enemy from com- 
municating across the river by means of skiffs or flats, at the same 
time affording proper facilities for the peaceable and well-meaning 
inhabitants to pursue their avocations. 

Send a bale or two of hay down when you send the cattle, and get 
receipts from the different vessels for the latter. Captain [J. F.] 
Richardson is at work on the Cincinnati; afford him all facilities. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander Tuos. O. Srirrice, 

Commanding U. 8, Conestoga. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Essex, regarding expedition in response to request of Colonel 
Dudley, U. S. Army, for a gunboat to cooperate above Donald- 


sonville, La. 
U.S. S. Essex, 
Underway, standing up for Colonel Smith’s Camp, 
situated 12 miles above Donaldsonville, August 9, 1863. 
ApmiraL: This afternoon, about 3 o’clock, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fiske, First Louisiana Volunteers, commanding post at Donaldson- 
ville, came aboard with a telegraphic dispatch he had just received 
from Colonel Dudley, commanding at Baton Rouge. The telegram 
stated that Colonel Smith, occupying Madame Segur’s plantation 
about 12 miles above Donaldsonville, with a force of about 600 in- 
fantry and cavalry, had reported a force of artillery and infantry 
approaching his camp. Colonel Dudley requested that “one of the 
gunboats ” would move up to Colonel Smith’s assistance. Although 
your orders are that I should look out for Donaldsonville and the 
river below, I know it is your wish that we should give all the assist- 
ance In our power to the army, wherever threatened. There happens 
to be no gunboat at Baton Rouge. Colonel Fiske told me he would 
send couriers up on both banks in case Donaldsonville was threatened, 
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so that I could return to his support; so, although the Hssea is very 
slow against the current, I at once determined to go to Colonel 
Smith’s support. 

Enclosed herewith I send you copies of Colonel Dudley’s dispatch 
(marked A) and Colonel Fiske’s reply (marked B). 

Off Madame Segur’s plantation, 12 miles above Donaldsonville, 
Sunday evening, August 9, 1863——The Essea arrived here in four 
hours from Donaldsonville. Whilst underway, she was making water 
at the rate of 16 inches an hour. I found the U. S. Kenwood at 
anchor here, she having come down from Baton Rouge, where 
Colonel Dudley’s telegram led me to infer that there was not a gun- 
boat. Soon after we anchored, Colonel Smith, of the One hundred 
and twenty-eighth New York Volunteers, came on board. He in- 
formed me that he had not asked for any gunboats. That he had 
sent word to Colonel Dudley that the enemy were collecting a force 
of from 400 to 600 men with artillery, in his rear; and he desired 
that a battery, or at least a section of artillery, should be sent to him. 
He had no cause to expect an immediate attack; but as the cavalry 
had left him this morning under orders from General Banks for 
Baton Rouge, and as his fore amounted to only 300 men, unpro- 
tected by defensive works, he wished that the Henwood should re- 
main until his artillery arrives, which will probably be to-morrow. 
As, under the circumstances, his request is a very reasonable one, I 
shall direct Captain Swaney to await the arrival of the expected 
battery (if it come promptly). There is no occasion for the Hssex 
to remain here. I shall therefore return to Donaldsonville in the 
morning. 

Before closing, permit me to express my surprise that troops have 
been sent to this point. I do not perceive, nor can I learn, even from 
its occupants, that it possesses any strategic importance. Plaquemine 
is an important point. A fort like that at Donaldsonville should be 
built there and strongly garrisoned. Then, with cavalry patrol of 
the banks, and gunboats patrolling the river, the guerrillas could do 
very little in this quarter. As it is, a handful of troops is stuck 
down in an unimportant, indefensible place; and, on a false alarm, 
the slow and ponderous Z’ssex is telegraphed to hasten up stream 
to its defense. It is vexatious; that can be borne, but is worse, for 
such blundering management invites disaster. I wish the head of 
this military department possessed a portion of your administrative 
ability. If he did, the river banks would be little troubled by the 
enemy. 

us ee the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ropert TowNnseEnp, 
Commander, U. 8. Navy, Commanding. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrzr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[{Enclosures—Telegrams. ] 


A. 


Baton Rovucsx, August 9, 1563. 
Colonel Fiskr: Request one of the gunboats to move up opposite 
Madame Segur’s plantation. Colonel Smith reports a force of artil- 
lery and infantry approaching his camp. I have no transport to send 
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reinforcements. Let me know what you have learned of this rebel 


force. 
N. A. M. Duptey, 
Colonel and Acting Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Colonel W. O. Fisxs, 
First Louisiana Volunteers. 


B: 


Heapquarters, Forr ButTuer, 
Donaldsonville, August 9, 1863. 


Your telegram is received. I immediately communicated with the 
gunboat £’ssex, the only boat here, stating to the commanding officer 
your wishes. I send you a copy of his answer: 

Colonel FisKE: Please state in your dispatch that I am ordered by Admiral 
Porter to look out for Donaldsonville and the river below, but, of course, under 
present circumstances I shall at once go up to assist Colonel Smith should the 
threatened attack be made upon him. 

I desire Colonel Dudley, however, to request Commander Febiger to send 
one of his gunboats from Port Hudson immediately to relieve the Hssex off 
Madame Segur’s plantation, that the latter vessel may return to her station 
here. 

Yours, respectfully, ROBERT TOWNSEND, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, Commanding. 


I have heard for several days rumors of a rebel force collecting 
back in the interior. The information was of such a character that 
I sent a dispatch two days ago to headquarters, stating the fact. 

Have received no reliable information to-day. 
. W. O. Fiske, 


Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Colonel N. A. M. Duptey,. 
Commanding Forces at Baton Rouge. 


Letter from Joseph Brown to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, 
reporting the completion of a mortar beat. 


Cincinnati, August 10, 1863. 

Dear Str: The mortar boat is finished and will start it down to 
Cairo by first opportunity. 

If it 1s not strong enough to bear all that can possibly be required 
of it and does not answer all the purposes for which it is intended, 
then I will never ask a cent for it. But I know it must, and there- 
fore trust it will, give satisfaction. : 

It has 7-inch thick gunwales, well bolted together, with the floors 
and deck frame dovetailed into them and well bolted. It has seven 
bulkheads fore and aft, with deck frame let down onto them and 
well bolted. The floor or bottom plank is of oak, laid fore and aft; 
also the deck is fore and aft, and take it altogether it is the strongest 
and best built little thing I ever saw. 

If it has any fault, the magazines are too small; but 1t would have 
weakened the boat to have made them larger, and Mr. Kendall 
thought they were large enough. 
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Trusting this will find you well and in good spirits, but would 
advise you to take a short respite in a cooler climate and purer 
atmosphere. 

I an, etc., JosEPH Brown. 


Admiral Porter. 


General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
convoy of vessels. 


GENERAL celta ; U. S. Misstsstppr Squapron, 
No. 78. Flagship Black Hawk, Vicksburg, Aug. 10, 1863. 
Vessels wanting convoy will be accompanied past all danger. If 
a vessel arrives at a station where there is a gunboat, she will ascer- 
tain if there is danger ahead; if there is, she will ask for convoy. 
No vessel will be permitted to step on the way between ports, nor tie 
up to the bank, night or day, but must anchor when obliged to stop 
owing to fogs or other causes. 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant 
Bache, U.S. Navy, regarding the vessels of his command, on return 
from White River. 

Waite River, August 11, 1863. 


Sir: When you return from the White River expedition, you will 
send the [illegible] up to Memphis for repairs, either by one of our 
own towboats or the Linden lashed alongside. Let the Linden then 
report to Captain Phelps for duty above White River. The Cricket 
will resume her station below White River at Greenville and there- 
abouts. The Marmora will go below as far as Milliken’s Bend, and 
the Romeo take care of the coal barges until I can send a vessel to re- 
lieve her. She will then go to Memphis or Cairo for repairs and 
report to Captain Phelps for duty above White River. 

You will have charge, for the present, of the district from White 
River to Milliken’s Bend, and see that every point is guarded as well 
as it can be. 

As there is no necessity of convoying at this moment, you will be 
able to move up and down in the Lexington. Get that vessel down 
before the water gets too low. Make the vessels going up report the 
fall of water at the mouth. 

If you find no torpedoes going up, take off the catchers coming 
down. 

The Cincinnati is afloat and will be in Cairo in a short time; every- 
thing was saved. 


Very respectfully, Davip D. Porte 
. R, 


Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant Commanding Gro. M. Bacug, 
Commanding Leuington. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Grant, 
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. New National, to proceed to Red 
River for delivery of men to the vessels. 


Aveust 12, 1863. 


Smr: After delivering your stores at Vicksburg, proceed to Red 
River and deliver the men you have on board as follows: Twenty- 
five to the Carondelet at Carthage and 25 to the Louisville at Grand 
Gulf; then proceed to Natchez and deliver your [X-inch gun to the 
Benton, turn over 20 men to her and the tug Fern; then go to 
Red River and deliver 20 men to the Choctaw and 10 to the Pttsburg. 
Acting Ensign A. S. Palmer will report to the captain of the Choc- 
taw. After you have done this, return to Vicksburg, report to Cap- 
tain Selfridge, and then proceed to Cairo. 

Select a fair proportion of the best men for each vessel as petty 
officers. 

Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Master A. M. Grant, 
‘Commanding New National. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Walker, U. S. Navy, to proceed to Cairo, Ill. 


Aueust 12, 1863. 
Srr: As soon as you get through the Yazoo business, report to me 
at Cairo, or wherever you may find me. 
Very respectfully, ~ 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander JoHn G. Waker, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, 
making reference to the U.S. steamers Cincinnati and Paw Paw. 


U.S. S. Conrsroea, 
Vicksburg, August 13, 1863. 

Str: The Cineinnati left this forenoon in tow of the Champion 
No. 4 and Hammitt. I have sent Captain Richardson in charge, with 
orders to stop and raise the Paw Paw, and then proceed with all dis- 
patch to Cairo. Captain R. informs me that he was promised a leave. 
I have therefore given him a leave of absence for three weeks, pro- 
vided it meets your approval. 

Captain Walker returned Tuesday night from the Yazoo. The 
Manitou and Rattler both leave this afternoon for their stations be- 
low, as you ordered. 
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I enclose the report of a survey upon provisions on the Sovereign. 
I have no doubt the cause is from bad packing by the cortractors. 

The Argosy, Nawmkeag, and Petrel are all here. Captain Ken- 
drick, of the latter, has gone north very sick. Captain Walker re- 
ports the officer in charge of her, Ensign Hazlett, and her pilot, as 
totally unfit for such duties. Her upper works are badly torn, but 
the carpenters are to work upon her. I am having all the tugs put 
In a complete state, and shall send up all the barges as soon as I can 
procure towboats. 

I succeeded.in pumping out the barge of coal sunk at the mouth of 
the Yazoo, but the supply here is quite exhausted. 

Captains Febiger anid Walker both go up on the Chapmion No. 3. 

All is quiet in this vicinity; troops are still being transported down 
the river. 

There have been no steamers as yet who have asked for convoys 
down the river. 

The first steamer down from above I shall send under convoy with 
provisions for all the lower fleet, as you ordered. 

Is it possible to have any ice sent to this point? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
I have sent the Vawmkeag to convoy the Cincinnati and to report 
to Captain Phelps. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
Confederate battery at Harrisonburg, La. - 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, Miss., August 13, 1863. 


Str: I have respectfully to report that I have seen a deserter from 
Harrison’s regiment, who states he was in Harrisonburg on the 8th of 
June; that the rebels have a battery with three casemates; only one 
of them has a large gun in it (a 32-pounder), the others have smaller 
guns; the casemates were so weak they were afraid to put the larger 
guns inthem. They have two 32-pounders and a Parrott gun, which 
has been at some time captured from us, on the parapets. He states 
that the works are not at all strong; that if we can get past the bat- 
teries, we can, from above, knock them all to pieces very easily. 

I keep the Curlew constantly employed. Everything is quiet in 
this vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrtsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Carro, Inu., August 16, 1863. 


I have just arrived from New Orleans, and brought up Captain 
Alden and Captain Walke. The Richmond sailed three days before 
Captain Alden arrived. The Brooklyn will take her place and stop 
at Port Royal. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. G. WELLEs. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, on returning to Cairo 
from New Orleans, referring to his recommendation for transfer 
of Marine Brigade to the army and the raising of the U.S. 8. 
Cincinnati. 


No. 109. ] MissIssippI SQUADRON, FLacsHie BLack Hawk, 
Cairo, August 16, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of my arrival at this place, 
having left New Orleans on the 5th instant. 

Admiral Farragut having withdrawn his vessels, I placed 11 
gunboats at the most dangerous points below Vicksburg. 

At present the river all the way through is unusually quiet, but 
from information obtained along the route, the rebels are preparing 
for active guerilla warfare along the river, making Simmesport (in 
the Atchafalaya) the base of their operations. As soon as General 
Grant can make arrangements, we will be after them again. At 
present he is paralyzed for, want of transportation. 

I have ordered General Ellet to place the vessels of his brigade at 
his disposal, but the amount of troops transported is very small, as 
the brigade troops (about 600 men) occupy a large portion of the 
vessels; hence I recommended placing the vessels and the old Ram 
Fleet under General Grant altogether. The latter are only fit for 
transports, and the brigade is of no use in its present state, as there 
are not men enough to operate anywhere along the river. 

The vessels will carry 9,000 men for a short time, while now seven 
vessels are employed in carrying about 600 men and 300 horses. Now 
that General Grant is disposing his forces at different points on the 
river, for the purpose of protecting the whole country, I should feel 
a delicacy in ordering a party of soldiers to land within his jurisdic- 
tion, and interfere with his legitimate duties. There are other rea- 
sons which require that this transfer should be made: The people 
along this river are disposed to return to their allegiance, and a 
conciliatory course would go far toward strengthening that deter- 
mination. That kind of spirit would not be so apt to be shown by an 
irregular body of men+like those composing the brigade, who make 
raids into what they consider an enemy’s country, as by troops sta- 
tioned at certain points for the protection of the inhabitants, and 
who are acting under the immediate orders of the general command- 
ing the department. 

I had the pleasure of seeing the Cincinnati afloat before I left 
Vicksburg. We raised her with the means we had at hand, with- 
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out any expense. I gave Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James F. 
Richardson charge of the duty. He worked night and day for a 
week, and was rewarded for his labor by his success. He fairly dug 
her out of the mud, for she was full inside from her keel to her 
upper deck. She was much cut up, the shot going through and 
through her, but we will soon have her ready for service again. 

May I venture to ask that the department will notice Volunteer 
een Richardson’s zeal? Every article in the Cincinnati was 
saved. 

I am visiting the different stations on the river as far as this place, 
and shall return as soon as possible below, where arrangements are 
being made to drive the rebels away from Louisiana. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Assistant Pay- 
master Doane, U.S. Navy, for duty on the U.S. S. General Lyon. 


Carro, August 17, 1863. 
Sir: You will go on board the U. S. S. General Lyon and be at- 
tached to her for the present for the purpose of supplying the squad- 
ron with stores. 
Very respectfully, Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Assistant Paymaster W. H. Doang, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U.S. Navy, requesting a force of gunboats to patrol Atcha- 
falaya River and Berwich Bay. 


Hars. Dept. or THE GuLr, NineterentH ArMy Cores, 
New Orleans, August 16, 1863. 

Sir: It is probable that a movement will be undertaken from New 
Orleans which will draw most of the forces from that city. To pre- 
vent an invasion of the Texas troops it will be necessary that. the 
Atchafalaya River and Berwick Bay should be patrolled by light- 
draft gunboats. If you have a half dozen light-draft tinclads that 
you can send into these waters, it will be of great service to us. None 
of our gunboats will pass Lake Chicot, as they draw over 6 feet. of 
water. If your boats could enter the Atchafalaya from the Red 
River and patrol that river to Berwick Bay, it would effectually cut 
off any invasion of the enemy from that point. In view of the move- 
ments contemplated, it is probable that two or three boats would be 
sufficient for the purpose indicated, and they would at the same time 
prevent the incursions of guerrillas on the west bank of the Missis- 
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sippi as far up as the mouth of Red River. This would be, perhaps, 
the most effective service to which this small force could be put. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 
N. P. Banks, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, 
Or the Officer Commanding the Fleet at Vicksburg. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General 
Blair, U. S. Army, regarding measures of protection for merchant 
steamers. 

Catro, August 17, 1863. 
Dear Generau: Yours of July 29 has been received. I have just 
returned from New Orleans, having posted vessels all the way through 
to protect the merchant steamers. They can go it alone now as soon 
as they like, I think, without risk. At all events, they will not be 
more shot at than most of us have been for the last year. 
Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Portrr, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Major-General F. P. Bratr, 
St. Louis. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Febiger, 
U.S. Navy, for the transfer of the command of Second District. 


Catro, August 18, 1863. 
Sir: Having been detached from this squadron by the Department, 
you will turn over your command (the second district) to Lieutenant- 
Commander James P. Foster. 
Very respectfully, 
Daviv D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Commander J. C. Frsicrr, 
Commanding Second District, Mississippi River. 


Sent poAdiance on NT a 
feport of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding convoys. 


No. 117. ] Mississiprr Squapron, FLagsuie Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, August 18, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of August 5, in relation to convoys. I beg leave to inform 
you that there are no regulations requiring army transports to take 
convoy, unless they ask for it. No convoy is necessary now, as gun- 
boats are stationed at every point on the river, from Cairo to New 
Orleans, where guerrillas would be likely to venture. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, : 
; Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron We tues, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C. 


————o 
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Report of Acting Master Timmonds, U.S. Navy, regarding rumored 
movement of a Confederate force to Tunica, Miss. 


U.S. S. Quzen Crry, August 18, 1863. 
Sir: I have been informed by a gentleman, Mr. James Meffleton, 
that 200 rebels had crossed the river at Island [No.] 63, to go to 
Tunica for the purpose of burning boats and to capture and destroy 
all they can. Also that Brigadier-General Chalmers is moving his 
brigade on the river on the Tunica line, above and opposite Helena. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. H. Trwmonps, 
Acting Master, Commanding U.S. S. Queen City. 
Lieutenant-Commander BisuHop, 
Commanding U.S. S. General Bragg. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Town- 
send, U. S. Navy, to assume command of the First District of the 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Catro, August 19, 1863. 


Sir: Your communication of August 6 has been received. 

The condition of your vessel is pretty much like that of all the 
ironclads, of which I am quite aware, but nothing can be done at 
present. 

Make requisitions on me for all you want, and I will send it to 
you. 

Had your letter contained the amount of things required, you 
would have received them by present conveyance. 

There was no misapprehension in my directing you to report to 
the senior officer at Port Hudson. Iam quite aware of your position 
on the register. Captain Walke was there, your senior and com- 
manding at Grand Gulf. 

Commander Febiger has since been assigned to that place, and 
since left it for sea service. Captain Walke’s name should have been 
substituted for Febiger, a mistake of the clerks. You will, of course, 
make your report to me, and assume command of the first division. 

Vessels will be sent you as fast as I can get them. 

We have a blacksmith shop with all the appliances for mending 
machinery. If this will be of any service to you, if you will let me 
know, I will have it sent down. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Commander Roperr TownseEnp, 
Commanding E'ssex. 


Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Mas- 
ter Bowen, U. S. Navy, commanding naval rendezvous, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Carro, August 19, 1863. 
Smr: Acting Master Sells has been ordered to command the receiv- 
ing vessel at. Cincinnati, and his duties are entirely distinct from 
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yours. Your duty will solely consist in enlisting men, who, when 
they have been critically examined by the surgeon, will be sent to the 
receiving ship and receipted for there by the commander, provided 
they pass inspection on board that vessel. 

You will make no advances of any kind to recruits; that will be 
attended to by the commander of the receiving vessel, and the pay- 
master. Complaints have been made that you have granted fur- 
loughs to men after they have been shipped; this is not allowable; 
the men must repair to the receiving ship as soon as possible to get 
their outfits and otherwise be provided for. 

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, or the officer who may command in 
the Ohio River, will have charge of all naval matters in that quarter, 
and you will obey all directions he may give you in relation to your 
duties. 

No expenditures will be incurred for office rent or repairs to the 
same, or other expenses besides those now authorized, and requisitions 
for any repairs or expenses required must be sent to me beforehand 
for my approval. 

It will be the duty of the commander of the receiving ship to reject 
all persons improperly shipped, viz, minors who ship without the 
written consent of parents, persons physically disqualified or brought 
on board drunk, persons deserting fae Army or Navy, and to have 
them given up to the proper authorities, men of bad character or 
any other defect that may make them troublesome on board ship. 

The commander of the receiving ship is responsible only to myself, 
Captain Pennock, or Captain Fitch, from whom he will get his 
instructions, 

You must make all your communications and returns to me, di- 
rected and enclosed to Captain Pennock, and you will not correspond 
with the Secretary of Navy except through me. 

Monthly returns will be made to me of the number of men shipped. 

Now that the draft has commenced you should be able to get your 
pick of men; those heretofore sent are of an infirm kind. 

No promises must be made to those shipped that the Government 
can not comply with. There are no other inducements beyond the 
pay. Men come here expecting to get prize money, and claim that 
they have been misled; others come expecting petty officers’ berths, 
when they are not at all qualified for the position; the consequence 
is continued desertion. I am told that men will ship in Cincinnati 
on fair representations, and there is no necessity of holding out 
inducements which can not be fulfilled. : 

There are so many advantages in the Navy over the Army that we 
should have no difficulty in getting recruits. 

You will show this letter to Acting Master Sells, commanding the 
recelving ship. 

Very respectfully, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Master A. S. Bowrn, 
Commanding Naval Rendezvous, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Selfridge, U. 8S. Navy, senior officer off Vicksburg. 


Catro, August 19, 1863. 

Sir: Yours of August 13 has been received. You will make up 
from the Petrel enough officers to fill the number of those who are 
under arrest by my orders on board of the Argosy, and all those under 
arrest you will transfer to the Petrel,; place that vessel in the hands 
of the carpenters and have her repaired without delay. Discharge 
Mr. [William] Ford, the pilot, at once. After making up a com- 
plement of officers for the Argosy, make out a list of officers on board 
and send it to me. 

When the Argosy is ready for service, send her to report without 
delay to Lieutenant-Commander Greer in charge of the fourth 
division. 

Send the storeship Sovereign to Memphis to turn over to the store- 
keeper there all the stores she has on board, and when she has done 
that, to proceed to this place for repairs. 

I am sending down stores from here of a better quality than she 
has on board, and you need not send any below. 

Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Srirripcr, 
Senior Naval Officer, Vicksburg, Miss. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Louisville. to 
assume command of the Fifth District. 


Avecust 19, 1863. 


Sir: Proceed to Vicksburg and take command of the Fifth District 
and all the vessels comprising the squadron from Vicksburg to White 
River, including Arkansas River. You will have one of the light- 
draft vessels to visit the different stations, and keep her always with 
you. The Petrel, when repaired, had better be kept for that purpose. 
Report to me as usual, and keep your division in good order. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 
Davw D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, U.S. Navy, 
U.S. S. Louisville. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding guns 
for that vessel, and movements of certain vessels. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, August 19, 1863. 
Sm: I have the honor to inform you that TI have received per 
New National one 9-inch gun, and that I have shipped by her my two 
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remaining 42-pounders, with the shell belonging to them. I re- 
spectfully request that the other guns for the vessel be detained at 
Cairo until we go up river, for, at this stage of water, it is desirable 
to have the vessel as light as possible. 

The tug Fern has arrived. The Manitou is at Ellis Cliffs, and the 
Rattler at Rodney. The Curlew I keep cruising between the two 
places. We have had no trouble from guerrillas since my last report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Pittsburg, to 
assume station at Grand Gulf. 


Aveust 19, 1863. 
Sir: Repair to Grand Gulf, and relieve Lieutenant-Commander 
E. K. Owen at that place. It will be your station for the present. 
Receive from Captain Owen all orders sent to him in relation to his 

station. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wu. R. Horr, U. S. Navy, 
U.S. S. Pittsburg. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Pilot Birch, U. 8. 
Navy, commanding U. S. S. General Lyon, to proceed down the 
river for the distribution of mail and provisions. 


Aveust 19, 1868. 

Sir: Proceed down the river as far as Donaldsonville, where you 
will find the #’ssew. Deliver the mail as you go along and give the 
different vessels below Vicksburg a month’s provisions each. If you 
have any provisions left, serve them out to the vessels above Vicks- 
burg. Bring up to Memphis such sick as require to be sent, and 
bring to Cairo the discharged men. Notify the commanders as you 
go down that you may not be detained on the way up. 

Deliver 14 carpenters to Captain Selfridge at Vicksburg, and when 
you have distributed the stores, return here without delay. If you 
have any more stores than are required, leave them at Memphis. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_ Davin D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

Pilot R. E. Brrou, 

Commanding General Lyon. 
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General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the 
organization of the squadron in districts. 


GENERAL OrpEr, U. S. Mississtppr Squapron, 
No. 84. Fiacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, Ill., August 20, 1863. 

By order 80 it will be seen that the river Mississippi is now di- 
vided into districts, each district under commond of a divisional 
officer. When commanders are ordered to repair to any point, they are 
to report to the commander of district, get his orders, and take their 
stations. It will be their duty to report by first opportunity any- 
thing of importance that may occur. They are not to leave their 
stations, except to patrol a short distance above and below, and to 
prevent the passage of rebel troops or munitions of war across the 
river. Ferries must be regulated so that no improper persons will 
pass to and fro. 

Cultivate good feelings with the inhabitants, and allow no impro- 
prieties to be committed by officers or crew. 

Pay particular attention to all general orders. 

Warn all passing vessels if there are guerrillas about, and convoy 
them past danger, if not too far from the station. 

No vessels are to be delayed for convoy. 

Make all reports to commanders of division, who will sign all 
requisitions, ete., or if too far off, send all requisitions to Captain 
Pennock, at Cairo. 

Notify the commander of division when short of coal and pro- 
visions. If the station is too far from the commanding officer, report 
by letter, and remain at the station until the divisional commander 
is heard from. 

As the dispatch vessels go down, find out when they will return, 
and have the sick and their accounts ready to go up in her. 

When an officer is very sick he will be sent at once to Memphis 
hospital without further order than that of the commander. 

The gunboats will never tie up at the bank for night, but le at 
anchor ready for anything. Be careful that torpedoes are not drifted 
down on the vessels, and guard the approach of boats. Never anchor 
exactly on the same place, but shift position often. 

Davin D. Porrer, 
. Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, 
regarding orders of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, 
for certain vessels. 

GuNBOAT CINCINNATI, 
Memphis, August 20, 1563. 

Str: I have the honor of reporting to you our arrival at Memphis, 
Wednesday, August 19, 3 o’clock p. m. 

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps came down on gunboat Silver 
Wave to White River and ordered Champion No. 5 to go and pump 
out the Paw Paw, the gunboat No. 37 to take her place as far as 
Memphis, and the gunboat Cincinnati to remain at Memphis until 
the Champion No. & came up to Memphis. 
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I am using my crew in getting the mud out of the hull and am get- 
ting her quite light draft; the vessel is not leaking any. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. Ricwarpson. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Eytinge, U.S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Chillicothe, 
to relieve the U.S. S. Manitou. 


Aveust —, [1863]. 
Sir: As soon as your vessel is ready for service, you will proceed 
to Ellis Cliffs and relieve the U.S. S. Manitou. You will direct her 
commanding officer to report your arrival there to the commanding 

officer of the Third Division. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. S. Eyrrnen, U.S. Navy, 
U.S. 8S. Chithcothe. 


General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, defining the 
limits of the districts of his command. 


GENERAL cont - U. S. Mississrepr SQuaprRon, 
No. 80. Fracsoip Brack Hawk, 
Cairo, Ill., August 19, 1863. 

Owing to a change in the limits cf my command, and the addi- 
tional length of river to be looked after, it becomes necessary to make 
a different disposition of the vessels. ‘ 

From New Orleans to Donaldsonville will constitute the First Dis- 
trict. 

From Donaldsonville to Red River, the Second District. 

From Red River to Natchez, the Third District. 

From Natchez to Vicksburg, the Fourth District. 

From Vicksburg to White River, the Fifth District. 

From White River to Cairo, the Sixth District. 

From Cairo to Head of Tennessee River, the Seventh District. 

From Cumberland River to its source, and the Upper Ohio, the 
Kighth District. : 

Kach district will be under the command of divisional officers, who 
will be responsible to me for their immediate districts. 

The vessels of one district are not to be ordered away from that 
district by any superior officer, unless it can be shown that a great 
emergency exists for so doing. 

Davi D. Porrnr, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Names of vessels belonging to the different districts in the Mississippi Squadron, 


First District—Essex, General Price, Little Rebel. 

Second District—Lafayette, Kenwood, Signal, Neosho. 

Third District —Choctaw, Osage, Manitou, Champion, Lexington 
Chillicothe. ; 

Fourth District—Benton, Curlew, Rattler, Pittsburg, Carondelet 
Forest Rose, Argosy. 

Fifth District—Louisville, Conestoga, Great Western, Torrence, 
Mound City, General Bragg, Marmora, Cricket, Romeo, Prairie 
Bird, Petrel. 

Sixth District—Kastport, Tyler, Silver Cloud, Hasting, Queen 
City, Covington, Juliet, Linden, New Era, Naumkeag, Paw Paw, 
Peosta, Fawn. 

Seventh District—Exchange, Key West, Tawah, St. Clair. 

Eighth District —Brilliant, Fairplay, Reindeer, Springfield, Silver 
Lake, Victory, Moose. 


Stations of the vessels in the Mississippi Squadron, Rear-Admiral 
David D. Porter, commanding, August 21, 1863. 


Vessel. | Commander. Where stationed. 

BRESOSN seo eae re Acting Ensign John C. Morong..............---.- Vicksburg. 
PNDEAMAINS 2203 ~ 02 > ee 2 Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner. .-<.-...--.-:22...6- Cairo. 
Black Hawk......----- Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese............ Do. 
SM GONL oy 75 ceo a nisi< sis Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer........- Natchez. 
PPUMANG Cn. scons see<s Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas. G. Perkins. ..| Ohio and Cumberland. 
BS TOWN ee emo e Acting Ensign E. C. Van Pelt........-.......... Transport from Cairo. 
Chillicothe. .3-2-2:-----|--- $e Fe ee ee ee AE Repairing at Cairo. 
CIRC ry ee Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay...... Red River. 
WATOHGCIOL—scacccicta= == - Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy........... Carthage. 
(CHES 2: ee ae Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Selfridge.......... Vicksburg. 
RICK OL SS. Seios So canine Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R. Langthorne..| White River. 
MOVILSTON: - 2 oo c0 nse = Acting Volunteer Lieutenant a ER one ae Memphis to Helena. 
@lara Dolson... -.. 2.2 Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Scott......... Receiving Ship Cairo. 
HSM PION <6 ..2-222-2-= Koting Master A Phelps. 22 50- 22a. sc nena sasre ens Red River. 
MRO oe Tot Soe. o AS eer ering Wusign Wea Wurners. 02.2 se-22 hese 2-425 Ellis Cliffs. 
EAS EOL Ve coc = one ane Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps.........--- Cairo to White River. 
exchange. -2.--.-.----- Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hurd......... Tennessee River. 
Ii ee ee Commander Rs Townsend. 2. 22525 .2 220. i 2s: Donaldsonville. 
Forest Rose. .| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant ———.............. Red River. 
Fairplay. --. PeaipACting Master iG: J GlOVOS ca se xcee sas kawsciccce Ohio River. 
Fulton (ram) ui) Rurst Master S. Codiman a 3. 23 eine ence oe 

EIN is aoe eerare eee | PIERS Oca STE PR ate hot = Fn a New Madrid. 
CRUD OSE IE Cs 5 oe nee | Mee ope oe Ares ae Ps ee nee ee ee ae Repairing at Cairo. 
General Bragg. . Lieutenant-Jdoshua Bishop... 2.5 -- =: <--<-c-55--5% Helena. 


_| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. F. Hamilton. ..| Goodrich’s Landing. 
Pilot R. E. Birch Dispatch boat. 
-| Guarding ordnance, Cairo. 


_..| Island No. 37. 


Great Western. . 
General Lyon... 
General Pillow 
Horner (ram). 


Hastings. -.. -- As 
Judge Torrence ..| Vicksburg. 

Juliet —. 2... SY eI AeA 21 oe Sere ne ene ke ..-| White River. 

IKOY OW CSto- tek 2 oe sia'siae' Acting Master E. M. King... .| Tennessee River. 
KCN WOON less c se. see ae Acting Master John Swaney -| Port Hudson. 
LENCO) onpaten kennel Ee saeco erie ere ee ete eee -| Baton Rouge. 
MVOUISI VINE. =... -o ses 52Fe Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owe .| Vicksburg. 
OXINGtON ... oc0c=n-=- = Lieutenant Geo. M. Bache....- : -| White River. 

LL hays (yg ae ee eens Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T Island No. 66. 
Lioness (ram).......-.- First Master T. O’Reilley...... 

Ite AVODEl. o..c. c0i--- Acting Ensign N. T. Rennell......-- Cairo. 

Mound. City... .----:-- Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson. Lake Providence. 
LASSE TOI Be ec en > Doe er a aces a a Ratna = Se ee es .-| Red River. 
WWarmorasccseccs nose: Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Robert Getty.....-. Memphis. 

Monarch (ram)........ Lieutenant: B.. W,,Bartlett.. 3... see onsen. sen Cairo. 

MAACLIBOLR (ODTIO) serie tee ee Oe eee Ste tok ee wane anata elas ca si 

IMOGSOre Enos S a is nee Lieutenant-Commander Fitch................-.. Ohio River. 

ING Wu JUTACs ase ae Jeaeie- Rating Master Je Ct DUNNE? to. see. cece eee = = Island No. 10. 

New National.......... Acting Master A. M. Grant........--..--..---.--- Dispatch boat. 

EN TELCOG o eee eee iyo are ne cele oa diana in nih wine Raleiow pointe siajais cise n-sie Memphis to Helena, 
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Stations of the vessels in the Mississippi Squadron, etc—Continued. 


Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 

INGOSRO ne ceric cece = cra Commander J.C. Rebiget.. 2: o-s-o-2- = aes = ee Port Hudson to Red River. 
OS826.555. soho a eet Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. P. Couthouy.....| Red River. 
Pittspule cas ane eee Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. Hoel......) Grand Gulf. 
BSC yl ye ere ie ee LY Lape eee Me ee Ae ep eae A 5 cit Lic Vicksburg. 
Prairie J Bind: secre Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. E. Brennand...| White River. 
Teta inl ot fee apne 9p Worn ee Oia ee HARE SAAS ROC amoae Saaae Walnut Bend to Helena. 
POST aR Ste Sn PREP Foes ee eR. ho pe DE Bs eee ee eee ee Building. 
Queen City 22sec a- 22 Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Goudy.....-..--- Island No. 66. 

OMCO Reese toes oe = Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston... ..- Below White River. 
HVAC nora ae See = Ao ee Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress........-.....-- Rodney. 
MVCAUROVOLS = == eee ae Acting Master Ws Wellsi 2 Je coo2. once yee eee Memphis. 

(0) 0) Oa AS See Acting Ensign Robert Wilkinson......-..-.----- Cairo. 
13iChF iG 2) gaa ee Moen een tes Ime AOR Soren ere cane meee ae Ohio River. 
Stora aasctac sess Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. Dominy...-.-.--- Port Hudson. 
Springheld . ..s-.----- Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. B. Gregory....- Ohio River. 
Sta Clainen ss sees cer oe Acting Master Geo. W. Foutty.........-.-:--..-- Cumberland River. 
Switzerland (ram)... .. Lieutenant-Colonel John Ellet........-.-.-.----- 
Sovereign 22 cse.. = Acting Master Thomas Baldwin.........-..--.--- Vicksburg. 
Silver Lake. ...2.--- =: - Acting Bnsien' J:C. Coyle. 292-9. -heeree- ee sack Ohio River. 
Silver Cloud. -sens2ce Acting Master A. F. Thompson..........-..----- Ashport to Island No. 37. 
SAI PSON AS Shag Soe SEs too cara g Ae ta TS NS TS he te rs: Poe EEE 
MNASCUIID ass rlace 2 Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk.......-- Memphis. 
Vor Ouse eee Lieutenant-Commander James M. Prichett ....-- Repairing, Cairo. 
TA WOM 2 Oo e5 Sh anin oe cal feats Se te fed ee ot Sy ee en eaten Tennessee River. 
VA GUOLY sts ao eee cee ot: los, coe See eee etahe Ste Oe een a ey ate or et Ohio River. 

List of tugs, commanders, and stations. 
Vessel. Commander. Station. 

(Dahlia aassaaacicds cane Acting Ensien) Wik Stropeasers se ee ae eee eee Cairo, 
IL Vein Che ana. Acting Ensign) J.B Sr iserman as tn en eee See ee 
Maurell se nace se eee JA. ching Ensign iW sO wense oe: sa. a5 ees eee Saeeeeee 2 Vicksb 
INGtilesey ee eens ac Acting Ensign Perry C. Wright..............-..-..---- SS 
Thistle sears cere se Acting Ensign R. [J.] Eltringham...:.+.........---...- 
NV Agee he ec a mee ee Acting Master’s Mate Charles H. Gulick..............-. Carthage. 
DAISY so aeeens es BO Acting EnsignuD: ©. Bowerss-seseee= seen se ae eee 
MVE ters oon San cones Acting Ensign James M. Baileys. -.22.. 2-2-2) 2.ss-5<0 
Mustletoe.ss2...2. fan see Acting Ensign James L. Quigley.............-..-.-..-- Cairo. 
Mignonette............- Acting Ensign M#BS Muansey 2.020. ees. anaes 

DBY asectd Seka ce Acting Ensign: Winans sss cee. eee eee eee 
LNG dt aan 3 epee Moana Acting, Ensign John: My Kelly: 32. se cseees a eeese eee Natchez. 


List of steamers in the Mississippi Marine Brigade, Brigadicr-General Alfred 


Vessel. 


W. Hilet, commanding. 


Commander. 


How employed. 


Captain doce Crandall (222s e hor an seni ees, ene 
Lieutenant-Colonel Geo. E. Currie. . 
Major J. J. Falliday 
Colonel Chas. R. Ellet...... - 


siCap tain Jas iCsDroo ksesce 6.2, Ware Clee Sn 


Major J. M. Hubbard 
Dr. James Robarts 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, regarding building 
turned over by General Grant, U. S. Army, for use as a naval 


hospital. 
No. 123.] 


U. S. Misstssreer SQuapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, August 21, 1863. 
Smr: When the fleet was at Vicksburg last winter and the sick 
were accumulating on our hands, without the means of providing 
for them, I applied to General Grant for permission to use some of 
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the vacant rebel buildings at Memphis, that being the most central 
point, as well as the most healthy place on the Mississippi. River, and 
furnishing other advantages not to be obtained at any other point on 
the river. The army had taken all the best buildings, which were 
full of sick and wounded, and could afford us no accommodations, 
and when I did get a sick person admitted, he was not so well cared 
for as I could wish. 

On my application to General Grant he promptly ordered a rebel 
building turned over to me, and the place now used was ordered by 
Captain Eddy, the quartermaster, to be turned over to Surgeon 
Pinkney. The owners of this building were reputed secessionists, 
and claimed the protection of the Confederate Government, and 
the person in charge had taken the oath of. allegiance to the Con- 
federate Government. It was seized by the army on the same 
grounds as all other buildings which they now occupy. The owner, 
or pretended owner, is a Mr. Andrews, who now lays claim to the 
building, without producing proof that it was his, or showing that he 
was a loyal man during the time that Memphis was in the hands of 
the rebels, a course required by the commanding general from all 
these holding property in Memphis. 

The building was prepared, and our sick and wounded moved into 
it before any claim was put forth, and the agents would have turned 
out the wounded seamen, who had fought so gallantly for the posses- 
sion of the Mississippi, while others equally situated did not dare to 
make any claim on the houses occupied by the army. 

As General Grant gave the order for the transfer of this building, 
I respectfully request that it may be left to him to decide on the 
matter. 

Every appropriate building on the river is taken possession of by 
the army, and there is not a single place where we could locate our 
sick. All the hospitals are full to overflowing, and there would be 
no possibility of accommodating our sick and wounded without scat- 
tering them all over the county and removing them at the risk of 
their lives, which, I am sure, you are not desirous of having done. 

If Mr. Andrews can prove his loyalty, which is required of every 
one in Memphis, and show his right to the building, we can pay him 
rent for it, which we would have to pay elsewhere. 

The army have twenty hospitals, while we have but this one for 
all our force. I do not believe, sir, that you will object to the expense 
of rent for men who have so well earned a title to be taken care of. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admaral Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, regarding the preparation of floating battery captured at 
Island No. 10. 

Navy Department, August 21, 1863. 
Sir: The department has been advised that among the property 
captured at Island No. 10 was a floating battery, formed by the rebels 
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from the Pelican Floating Dock of New Orleans, which has drifted 
upon a bar near New Madrid, where it now les high and dry, and 
can be saved during the present low stage of water. 

You are directed to have this dock examined, and if practicable 
have it repaired and located for use at the most favorable point. 
Such a structure will be required for docking and repairing the 
vessels of the Navy in that region. 

Very respectfully, Ginron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Nawy. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, 
requesting instructions regarding the disposition of captured dis- 
patches. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., 
September 21, 1863. 

I have just received intelligence of the capture, by a detachment 
of my forces under the command of Lieutenant George E. Currie, of 
3 rebel officers and a number of privates, $2,200,000 in Confederate 
funds, and very important dispatches, all of which are now at Cairo. 
I would, in the absence of Major-General Grant, request instructions 
respecting the immediate disposition of the rebel dispatches, ete. 

Very respectfully, 
Aurrep W. ELLert, 
Brigadier-General. 
Hon. Epwin M. Sranton, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 


Instructions of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, in view of unhealthful conditions 
at Vicksburg. 


Carro, August 22, 1863. 
Sir: As I am sure that Vicksburg is going to be unusually un- 
healthy, you will order the Judge Torrence, Sampson, and carpenter 
shops up to Milliken’s Bend. The Z’orrence can protect them; also 
send up the hospital barge, and the barge with timber, ete. If you 
think it necessary to keep the hospital barge for the persons to live 
in, who have to look out for the coal and stock, do so. We have some 
coal at the mouth of the Yazoo. Make the light-drafts use it up. 
It is under water, but beginning to show, and can be got at. If sick- 
ness (yellow fever) breaks out, take measures Sane aellal to move 

away, and be out of the influence of the disease. 
Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander T. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Senior Naval Officer, Vicksburg. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Nawy, assigning him to command the Fourth 
District. 

U.S. Mississrert SQuapRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, August 22, 1863. 

Sim: Your command will be the Fourth District. The vessels com- 
posing that command at present will be the Benton, Curlew, sta- 
tioned at Cole’s Creek; Rattler, at Rodney ; Pittsburg, at Grand Gulf; 
Carondelet, at Carthage. 

I will give you another vessel shortly with which you can run up 
and down the river and visit the different stations. 

You will give such orders to the different commanders as will in- 
sure quiet along the river, and see those that I have given are carried 
out. 

When I can do so I will relieve the Curlew and have her repaired. 
She will do to lie at a station. 

Very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander Jams A. Greer, 
Commanding Fourth District, Mississippi River. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bishop, 
U.S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. General Bragg, to take his station 
at the mouth of Arkansas River. 

Carro, August 24, 1863. 
Str: You will proceed without delay to the mouth of Arkansas 
River and lie there ready for anything. If the Arkansas River rises, 
you may expect the ram down, now fitting out by Lieutenant Dun- 
nington at Little Rock. 
Very respectfully, 
Daviv D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant Commanding JosHua Bisuop, 
Commanding General Bragg. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to J. FE. Woodward, 
regarding steamers running in the Tennessee River. 


Cairo, August 24, 1863. 
Sir: In answer to your letter of the 21st instant to Captain Pen- 
nock, you are informed that vessels are not allowed to trade, nor 
steamers to go up the Tennessee River, without a gunboat. 


Very respectfull . 
y resp Y> Davin D. Porter, 


Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Mr. J. E. Woopwarp, 
Paducah, Ky. 
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Letter of thanks from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, for the raising of the U.S. 8. 
Cincinnatt. 

Navy DreparrMent, August 25, 1863. 


Sir: The Department is gratified to learn from a dispatch of Rear- 
Admiral Porter, dated the 16th instant, that the U. 8. 8S. Cincinnati, 
which vessel was sunk in an engagement with the Vicksburg batteries 
on the 27th of May last, has been raised and will soon be ready for 
service again. Rear-Admiral Porter gives to you the credit of having 
successfully accomplished this work, he having assigned it to you, 
and bears testimony to your industry and energy in prosecuting it. 

I embrace the earliest opportunity to extend to you the thanks of 
the Department for your instrumentality in restoring to the service 
a vessel that was so long associated with the Mississippi Squadron 
and has borne a leading part in many of its brilhant achievements. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jas. F. Rrcuarpson, U.S. Navy, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, announcing 
the death of Acting Master Turner, U. S. Navy. 


U. 8. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, August 25, 1863. 
Str: I have respectfully to inform you of the death of Acting 
Master R. A. Turner, late commanding the U. 8. S. Curlew. He 
was killed by Major McKee, provost-marshal of this port. Enclosed 
I send you a copy of the proceedings of a committee of investigation 
upon the matter. From it you will gather the particulars of the 
unfortunate affair. Acting Ensign H. B. O’Neill now has charge 
of the Curlew, and appears to be a good officer. The senior engi- 
neer of that vessel, having received his resignation, leaves her with 
but two engineers, and I am informed that neither of them has suffi- 
cient experience to have the care of an engine, although they can 
run her very well for a little while. 
Everything is quiet on the river in this vicinity. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Haines, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Juliet, regarding the disposition of officers and men received from 
Confederate transport. 

U.S.S. Junie, 
White River Station, August 25, 1863. 
Sr: This morning a Confederate transport came out of White 

River, from Little Rock, Ark., with 5 officers and 154 men on board, 

and delivered them over to me to be forwarded to Helena. Being 
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without adequate means of keeping these men, I have concluded to 
send them to Helena on board of the steamer Evansville, which has 
been lying here since Sunday morning, waiting an opportunity to 
proceed to Clarendon, [Ark.]. I have consulted the lieutenant-colonel 
in charge of stores on board the Hvansville, and he concurs in my 
decision, as she is in a leaky condition and has no protection from 
any armed force that may make their appearance, there being no 
convoy for them until one arrives from White River. I send you 
the papers appertaining to the case, also some open letters to be 
forwarded, if you should find them not contraband. 

Hoping this will meet your approbation, taking in view the neces- 
sity of the case, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. K. Harness, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
ComMANDING Orricer. U. S. Navy, 
Helena, Ark. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, on recewing 
request of Major-Genral McPherson, U. S. Army, for cooperation 
against Harrisonburg, La. 

U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, August 26, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have this day received a 
letter from Major-General McPherson, commanding at Vicksburg, 
stating that he had understood that two gunboats would be detailed 
to cooperate with the army under the commanding General Crocker, 
in operations against Harrisonburg, [La.], and asking me to do so 
if possible. I have informed General Crocker, from whom I re- 
ceived General McPherson’s letter, that under my orders from you 
I could do nothing without further instructions. The expedition is 
now waiting until orders are received in reference to the detail of 
boats, etc. The present plan, as I understand it, is for the army to 
go over by land from this point, the gunboats to go up the Black 
River, [La.], convoying one or two transports, which are to be used 
for crossing the soldiers over the river. 

The latest information from Harrisonburg corroborates in a 
measure the report which I have sent you. The fort consists of three 
casemates, containing one gun each. There is also one gun on a 
parapet. 

They have three 32-pounders, one 30-pounder Parrott, and a bat- 
tery, or portion of a battery, of field artillery. Ifa boat succeeds in 
running by the fort, it will be in her power, as they can enfilade it. 
The river is very low, and nothing but vessels of light draft can get 
into Red River. There is a report that the rebels have little or no 
ammunition for the 32-pounders, but this needs confirmation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 


Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Benton. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8. Nawy, requesting assistance of gunboats in keeping 
the Mississippi River open. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, August 28, 1863. 

Apmirau: I find it necessary to request you most earnestly to give 
me the assistance of some of your gunboats to keep up uninterrupted 
communication on the Mississippi River, and to assist in keeping 
marauding bands and detachments of the enemy at a distance. 

There is great need of patrolling boats along the river, from the 
mouth of Red River to College Point, and urgent need of light- 
draft armed boats for the lakes and bayous in the country west of 
the Missisippi. 

With a few of your tinclads in these waters I should be able to 
operate during impending movements of importance with much 
more freedom from anxiety and vastly less risk to the public service 
than I can without them. 

I hope it may be in your power to comply with my request and 
that with the promptitude which has always characterized your 
movements. 

General Andrews, commanding at Port Hudson, was instructed 
yesterday to send you information concerning the movements of the 
rebels on the right bank of the Mississippi. From subsequent in- 
formation their force in that quarter is supposed to be considerable. 

Very respectfully, I am, admiral, your most obedient servant, 
N. P. Bans, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, au 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[| Telegram. ] 


Navy Department, August 28, 1863. 
Major-General Banks has asked for some of your tinclad vessels 
to accompany his expedition west of the Mississippi in the Atcha- 
falaya and other waters. The Department desires you to give him 
such aid as you can. 
GipEoN WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[| Telegram. ] 


Carro, Inu., August 31, 1863. 
Your telegram has been received. I am going down the river to 
see what I can do for General Banks, but at this low stage of water 
he asks an impossibility. There is no communication through to 
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Berwick Bay, owing to dry sand bars, nor will there be until the 
fall rise. But one or two of our light-drafts can now get into Red 
River. I am putting guns on scows to attack the forts at Harrison- 
burg, the only way we can get at them. 
D. D. Porrsr, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy. 


Letter of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8S. Navy, to Major- 
General Banks, U. S. Army, regarding the request for cooperation 
of gunboats in the Mississippi River. 


U. S. S. Conzstoea, 
Mississippi River, September 4, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 28th ultimo. Admiral Porter, to whom I have for- 
warded it, is expected down daily, and I have no doubt will be able 
to afford you all the assistance necessary. The great obstacle at 
present is the bar at the junction of the Mississippi and Red rivers, 
upon which there is not now more than 3 feet; but we can overcome 
this by lightening our vessels. 

The admiral contemplates a secret expedition up.the Red and Black 
rivers, which will cut off any rebel transports destined for the Atcha- 
falaya. This river is now divided into districts, under the control of 
regular naval officers. Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster com- 
mands the Second Division, within which lies the threatened district 
you mention. There are at present a considerable number of gun- 
boats in the vicinity of Red River, so that a diversion of the enemy 
in that vicinity should be productive of little harm. 

Our intelligence from Arkansas represents Price as ready to give 
battle behind intrenchments on the Bayou Meto, some 15 miles from 
Little Rock. His force is generally estimated at about 18,000 men 
and 26 pieces of artillery. His army, however, is not in a good fight- 
ing condition, his men constantly deserting. Our largely superior 
force of cavalry, under Davidson, harasses them extremely. General 
Steele is very confident of the final result, and was moving for the 
attack some three days ago. His force numbers about the same as 
the enemy, but greatly superior in artillery. Steele’s base of opera- 
tions is Devall’s Bluff, on the White River, about 45 miles from Little 
Rock, his supplies being brought up the river about 120 miles. This 
service at present employs four light-draft gunboats. It would 
give more expedition were all communications addressed directly to 
Admiral Porter or the commanding officer at Vicksburg. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 
Major-General N. P. Banks, 
Commanding Department of the Gulf. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Mas- 
ter Fentress, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Rattler, regarding 
the station of that vessel. 


U. S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, August 30, 1863. 
Sir: Your station will continue to be off Rodney. Take a run oc- 
casionally as far as Dr. New’s, about 9 miles below, but manage to 
be absent from the immediate vicinity of Rodney as short a time as 
possible. I call your attention to the admiral’s General Order No. 
84. Keep me advised of all important information you may obtain. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fourth Division, 
Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Master W. E. H. Fenrrsss, 
Commanding U.S. S. Rattler. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting En- 
sign O'Neill, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Curlew, regarding 
the station of that vessel. 


U. S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, August 30, 1863. 
Sir: You will take your station at Cole’s Creek, and will cruise 
between Waterproof Landing and Fairchild’s Island. I call your 
attention to the admiral’s General Order No. 84. Keep me advised 
of any important information you may obtain. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fourth Division, 
Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Ensign H. B. O’Netix, 
Commanding U.S. 8S. Curlew, 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Forest Rose, regarding cruising ground. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, August 30, 1863. 
Sir: Get underway in the morning and cruise between this place 
and Fairchild’s Island. Return on Tuesday evening. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GrrEr, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fourth District, 
Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. WrieH7, 
Commanding U. 8, S. Forest Rose. 
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General instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to 
Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U, 8. Navy, commanding at 
Vicksburg. ; 

Cairo, August 30, 1863. 
Sir: Your communication of August 22 has been received. 
Lieutenant Bache will be some time up the White River, and in the 

meantime you will go up above and see after those guerrillas that 

were reported to be blockading Duncan’s and other places. Please 
see that the vessels all proceed to their stations as specified in order 
of districts, which you will have received ere this. Until the return 
of Lieutenant-Commander Owen your command will extend to White 

River. See that a gunboat lies at Duncan’s all the time, never to 

leave there, and divide the others to the best advantage. Until 

Lieutenant Bache comes down keep the Lewington moving. She 

will not join her station until the White River expedition is over. 

If possible send the Sampson up to Mound City to make the repairs 
she requires in her boilers, and let Chief-Engineer Bickerstaff go up 
to attend to it. Have the flat with the guns on, ready to move as I 
come down. 

Do anything you may deem necessary to protect the coast in my 
absence; run up there yourself. Send the Argosy and Rattler to 
their stations as soon as possible. If they are in want of surgeons, 
they will have to get them from the commanders of their divisions. 
I shall want you to go down river with me when I go there; Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Owen can look out. 

Let the two persons you report for sleeping on watch know they 
will be tried by court-martial for this offense, when I can have an 
opportunity to try them. No convoy is required now. The Cham- 
pion will be down as soon as possible. Get some contrabands in the 
meantime to pump the coal barges. 

Very respectfully, Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander Tuos. O. SELFripcr, 

Commanding Conestoga, Vicksburg. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, transmitting corre- 
spondence regarding cooperation of gunboats near Plaquemine and 
Morganza, La. 


U. S. Ironciap STEAMER Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., August 31, 1863. 


Apmrirau: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of a com- 
munication from Commodore Bell, commanding West Gulf Squadron, 
of a letter to the latter from General Banks, and of a communication 
from myself to the commanding officer of the Second Division of your 
squadron. These documents will explain themselves and the action 
I took in the case. ; 

I have written to Commodore Bell informing him of your having 
divided your command into districts and divisional commanders, an 
of your general orders against interference with other divisions 
except in emergent cases. I also informed him that, at present, the 
Essex was the only vessel you could spare to look out for the First 
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District, although it was your intention to send me other vessels as 
soon as you could do so; that inaking but a scant 3 miles against the 
current, she could be outmarched by infantry, and was therefore 
scarcely fitted to patrol the river. And I thought he would agree 
with me that the vessels you had assigned to the Second Division 
would be abundantly able to check and break up.any raid the guer- 
rillas might attempt just now. If assistance were required by them, 
IT would at. once proceed with the #’ssex to their aid. 

I took pains to give Commodore Bell succinctly, yet courteously, 
my reasons for not complying with his request that the Z’ssex should 
proceed to Plaquemine and Morganza, and whilst thanking him for 
his promptness in sending up the L’strel/a, I endeavored to show him 
that your arrangements for naval protection to the river were quite 
complete, and soon would be altogether so. 

Hoping that my action in this matter may meet with your appro- 
bation. 

TI have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rozert 'TowNSEND, 
Commander, U.S. N., Commanding, 
First Dwision Missisippi Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. N., 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Endorsement. ] 


Your answer in this case was very proper. I feel quite competent 
to take care of my own department if Commodore Bell and General 
Banks can only attend to their own departments. 


{ Enclosures. ] 
U. S. S. Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., August 50, 1863. 
Str: Enclosed herewith I send you copies of a communication 
from Commodore H. H. Bell and of a letter to the latter from Gen- 
eral N. P. Banks, just received by the hands of Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Cooke, commanding U. 8S. 8. #strella. As the points referred 
to in these communications he in the Second District of Admiral 
Porter’s squadron, I have directed Captain Cooke to proceed on up 
the river and communicate to you the information of the apprehended 
raid. I presume you will be able to take care of the guerrillas in 
your division without retaining the H'stredla. If you need assistance 
against the established batteries send down a transport to aid in 
towing us and I will go up in the “’ssex. Where speed is important 
we require a tow, as the /’ssea can make only 3 miles an hour against 
the current. I learn by the /berville, just passed down, that one of 
your gunboats has badly cut up and dispersed the guerrillas in Mor- 
gan Bend, perhaps the same party to whom the within communica- 
tions refer. I congratulate you on this successful dispersion of 
rebels within your command. Please inform me in regard to the 
facts and what news you have regarding the enemy’s movements. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Roserr Townsenp, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Ist Division, Mississippi Squadron. 
The CoMMANDER OF THE SEconp Drvtsron, Misstsstppr1 SQUADRON. 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 391 


U.S. S. Pensacona, 
Off New Orleans, August 28, 1863. 

Str: I enclose herewith copy of a requisition on me from Major- 
General Banks for a steamer to patrol the river above New Orleans 
in order to guard transports against surprises by rebel troops com- 
ing over from Opelousas, of which the general has heard. 

I have no vessels here except broken-down craft from the outside 
blockade, all their machinery being apart and undergoing repairs. 
They are sent out as soon as they are made ready to relieve others 
which can scarcely move. No calculations have been made for river 
service since Rear-Admiral Porter took charge of it. I trust, there- 
fore, you will be able, with the Mssex, to meet the wishes of General 
Banks. If, in the meantime, one of my cruisers should come up the 
river I’ll send her on to meet you and to act in concert until you can 
call down the river one of your fast boats suitable for patrol duty. 
Your requisitions have been signed, but I doubt whether they can be 
filled to your satisfaction. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. H. Bett, 
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf 
Blockading Squadron, pro tem. 
Commander Roserr TownsEnp, 
U.S. Ironclad Steamer Essex, off Donaldsonville, La. 


Heapquarters DeparTMENT OF THE GULF, 
19th Army Corps, New Orleans, August 27, 1863. 
Sir: We have received information to-day that a raid is in con- 
templation by the rebels upon the Mississippi at some point between 
Plaquemine and Morganza, or above. Two boats loaded with troops 
are reported to have crossed Grand Lake on Monday. There is an 
infantry force at Plaquemine, but no artillery. 
If a gunboat can be sent up to patrol the river in that quarter, it 
will be of great service. The object undoubtedly is to run up to the 
river at some unprotected point, fire into and destroy if possible 
some of our transports and retire. I hope you will call upon the 
admiral commanding above for the assistance of some of his light- 
draft gunboats. They are indispensable to the defense of this 
department. I-shall very gladly urge upon him this necessity. 
I am, sir, with most respect, your obedient servant, 
N. P. Banks, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Commodore BE 1, 
Commanding Fleet, etc. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General 
Hurlbut, U. 8S. Army, promising assistance to Major-General Steele 
when possible. 

Catro, August 31, 1863. 
GeneraL: Your communication of 28th instant, enclosing an ex- 
iract. froma letter * from General Steele, has been received. Ishould 


* See p. 361. 
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be very happy to oblige the general, and will do so the moment I can 
raise the force. 

General Banks is calling on me to assist him in his operations up 
the Atchafalaya, and General Grant up the tributaries of the Red 
River. I have to keep vessels at certain points on the river, and I 
am now ten vessels short. Those I sent into White River under com- 
mand of Captain Bache to cooperate with the Army, were all in good 
condition when they started. One of them has returned much dam- 
aged by the navigation of the river, and will be sent back as soon as 
possible. If the White River does not fall any more, Captain Bache 
has the Lexington (a heavily armed vessel) at the mouth, and can 
use her at his discretion. : 

The vessels in White Riverewould not be considered out of repair 
for the work there. The navigation is easy, they have but little run- 
ning to do, and their batteries are very effective. 

I expect they want new captains. 

General Steele may rest assured that I will do all I can to assist 
him, and if I can get a spare vessel or two will send them. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Adnural. 
Major-General S. A. Hurtsvrt, 
Commanding Forces, Memphis. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Com- 
manding Bishop, U. S. Navy, regarding return of soldiers belong- 
ing to General Grant’s army. 

Carro, August 30, 1863. 
Sir: It appears that there are still some soldiers belonging to Gen- 
eral Grant’s army on your vessel. They should have been returned 
to Vicksburg according to general order enclosed. You will send 
them down by the first opportunity. 
Very respectfully, Daviv D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant Commanding JosHua Bisnop, 
Commanding General Bragg. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U..S. Navy, to Paymaster Doan, 
U.S. Navy, regarding accounts of persons from the U. 8S. 8. Cin- 
connati. 

Cairo, August 31, 1863. 
Sir: You will take up the accounts of any persons you may have 
on your books from the U. 8. 8. Cincinnati from the date of the sink- 
ing of that vessel. 
Very respectfully, 
Davi D. Portnr, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Assistant Paymaster Tuomas C. Doan, 
U.S. S. Lexington. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Nawy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, to assume temporary command of 
the Cairo station. 

Catro, September 1, 1863. 
Sir: In addition to your other duties, you will, during my absence 
and that of Captain Pennock, take charge of things at this station 
and perform all necessary duties. 


Very respectfully, 1) cas) Pomme 
2 7) 


Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Purrrs, U. 8S. Navy, Cairo. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps, U. S. Navy, to assume command in White River, 
in cooperation with Major-General Steele, U. 8S. Army. 

Catro, September 2, 1863. 
Sir: You will proceed to White River without delay and relieve 
Lieutenant Bache, now in command of the expedition cooperating 
with General Steele, taking such measures as may be necessary to 
cover the army and ensure safety to convoys. Lieutenant Bache will 
proceed to Cairo with the Lexington and have such repairs made as 
are needed. 
Very respectfully, Daviv D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Puexps, Cairo. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting appraise- 
ment of the steamer Alonzo Child, captured in Yazoo River. 


No. 129.] Mississippr SquapRon, FLacsuie Brack Hawk, 
an Cairo, September 1, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the appraisement of the 
Alonzo Child, a good-sized steamer captured up the Yazoo River. 
She was taken while in the service of the rebel Government (used 
to obstruct the channel at Haynes’ Bluff) and has a good hull. All 
her machinery and engines had been taken out of her. As the ap- 
praisement is so small, and the vessel is such an one as we need, I 
would respectfully request that she be taken by the Government. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gmron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Carro, Int., August 29, 1863. 
Sm: Agreeably to your request of to-day’s date, we have carefully 
examined the captured steamer Alonzo Child, and we estimate her 
value at $5,000. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
W. P. Harumay. 
Grorcr R. Bacon, 


A. M. Pennock, . Pilot, i 8S. Navy. 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, Tul. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting En- 
sign Morong, U. 8. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Argosy, regarding 
the station of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 1, 1863. 
Sir: Your station for the present will be between Warrenton, 
[Miss.], and New Carthage, [La.]. You will cruise there, remaining 
in the vicinity of any point where there may be guerrillas until they 
are driven away. Be active in preventing the passage of any vessels 
across the river. I call your attention to the admiral’s General Order 
No. 84. Keep me advised of all important information you may 
obtain. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign J. C. Morons, - 
Commanding U.S. S. Argosy. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, to Acting Ensign 
Morong, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8S. Argosy, to retain com- 
mand of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 1, 1863. 

Sir: Your letter of this date is received. You were placed in com- 
mand of the Argosy by the admiral, and will, although Mr. Hazlett 

is your senior, retain command until further orders are received. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 

Acting Ensign Jno. C. Morona, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Argosy. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, to Acting Volun- 
teer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Forest 
Rose, to proceed on special duty. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 1, 1863. 
Sir: Proceed in the morning to the station you came from. Return 
to this place on Saturday evening. Gather all the information you 
can. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricnt, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Forest Rose. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, giving mfor- 
mation obtained from prisoners regarding the Confederate ram 
Missouri and others under construction. 


U. 8S. S. Benton, 
‘ Off Natchez, September 1, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have seen two very 
intelligent boys, captured by our pickets yesterday. They belong to 
the Confederate Navy, and are from Galveston and were on their 
way to.Mobile. From them I gather as follows: The Harriet Lane 
is dismantled at Galveston; they have no intention of trying to get 
out with her. Three 9-inch guns and two howitzers from her have 
been taken to Shreveport for the ram Ifssouri. This vessel is said 
to look something like the Benton; has a wrought-iron ram; draws 
between 6 and 7 feet of water; is mailed with railroad iron, 4 inches 
thick on bow and sides; on the stern has plates of thinner iron. She 
has a wheel like the Benton’s, and the battery is to consist of two 
11-inch guns, one from the Zndianola and one from the Westfield, 
four 9-inch guns and two 32-pounders. Fauntleroy, formerly of the 
Navy, commands, but wishes to condemn her, but meets with oppo- 
sition from Commodore Brent and Lieutenant Carter. 

The men have no confidence in the ironclad. There are two others 
on the stocks, but will not be ready for six or seven months. The 
Webb and Mary T. are at Shreveport. There are no forts now below 
Alexandria, but the rebels speak of building three, one 9, one 10, and 
one 30 miles below that place. The boys saw the negroes start down 
for the purpose, it was said, of commencing the work. There is one 
fort near Shreveport, called Fort Humbug. The boys do not know 
whether there are any guns in it or not. They left Shreveport about 
the middle of August. An expedition against Harrisonburg is set- 
ting out to-day under command of General Crocker. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding First 
District, regarding operations at Morganza, relief for steamer 
Continental, ashore off Bayou Goula, and work on steamer Essex, Jr. 


U.S. Tronciap STEAMER Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., September 2, 1563. 


ApmiraL: The /strella has just returned from above. Lieutenant- 
Commander Cooke reports the Veosho off Morganza, the Lafayette at 
Port Hudson, and the Kenwood at Baton Rouge. Some guerrillas 
had fired with musketry upon transports passing Morganza, but the 
Neosho had dispersed them. Lieutenant-Commander Cooke also 
reports that, on his way down, he found the sea steamer Continental 
ashore off Bayou Goula, with a couple of steamers trying to get her 
off. As Colonel Fiske, commanding Fort Butler at Donaldsonville, 
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had informed me that a few rebel cavalry pickets were seen yesterday 
at Bayou Goula, as well as at Plaquemine, I directed Lieutenant- 
Commander Cooke to return to Bayou Goula and assist and protect 
the transports until the Continental should be got off. As he reports 
that the officer whom you have assigned to the command of the Second 
Division had not yet arrived, I took the liberty of sending orders to 
the Kenwood to patrol the river as far down as Plaquemine and 
Bayou Goula. And as Lieutenant-Commander Cooke may not meet 
the Henwood, I have written by a transport to Acting Master Swaney, 
directing him to relieve the /’stredla in affording protection to the 
transports at Bayou Goula; and, after the Continental should be got 
afloat, to patrol the river between Baton Rouge and Bayou Goula 
once in every three or four days. On the arrival of the commanding 
officer of the Second Division, Acting Master Swaney should com- 
municate to him my orders, which he might annul or continue in 
force, as to him should seem proper. I thus ordered the Kenwood 
to relieve the #s¢redla in order that the latter vessel might rejoin her 
own squadron with the least possible delay. I know that it must be 
your desire that the vessels of your squadron should take care of the 
me with as little assistance from others as the circumstances will 
allow. 

The Essex Junior was very much out of order when turned over to 
us by the army. Our blacksmiths and carpenters, under the able 
direction of Mr. Heap, senior engineer of the H’ssea, have been hard 
at work at her, and I hope soon to have her in serviceable condition. 
If she had been in order, I would have put a couple of 12-pounder 
howitzers aboard and sent her up to the Continental, thus enabling 
the Hstrella to return at once to New Orleans. The Essex Junior is 
only of 51 tons burden, yet there is room for a howitzer both on her 
forecastle and fantail. From her model, I am of opinion that, when 
in order, she will prove to be a fast little vessel. I trust that you will 
approve my course as above recited. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rozserrt TowNnsenp, 
Commander, U. S. N., Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Missisippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the burning 
of dry dock left aground at Walnut Bend, Ark. 


No. 133. | Mississrpp1 SQuapRoN, FLacsuip BLackHAwK, 
Cairo, September 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation in relation to the floating dock that was left aground by the 
rebels at Walnut Bend. I had her examined when I first took com- 
mand, but, being partly submerged, I could not ascertain whether 
she was too much injured to be raised. When the water left her I 
intended to have her calked and pumped out and raised next Feb- 
ruary, if it was possible. 

Lieutenant-Commander Phelps examined her when dry and 
thought she might be saved, but a few days after she was set fire to 
and burned up; by whom it is not known. 
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She had been run up into the mouth of a bayou at high water by 
the rebels, and at low water was so far from the main channel that 
she was out of the reach of observation. The fire had made such 
headway on the dry timber that it was impossible to put it out. I 
do not think, from what I can learn, that she could have been made 
serviceable for any length of time, as her back was broken. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Nawy, Washington. 


Order of Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Major-General Her- 
ron, U.S. Army, for cooperation with naval commander at Morgan 
Bend. 


Heapquarters DeparTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, September 4, 1863. 

GENERAL: It is officially reported by the commander of the gunboat 
Neosho that a rebel force, numbering at least 900 men, is now at 
Morgan’s Bend, on the Mississippi River, establishing four batteries 
of field artillery, for the purpose of annoying our transports. 

You will please proceed with your division to a point some 10 
miles below that occupied by the enemy, sending thence notice of 
your presence for cooperation to the naval commander now watching 
that position as to the best means of capturing or destroying the 
rebel force there. You will carry this out with all possible dispatch. 

Having accomplished this object, you will return to your present 
position and report to the commander of the Thirteenth Army Corps 
for duty, reporting the result of your expedition to these head- 
quarters. 

Cuas. P. Srone, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


Major-General F. J. Hzrron, 
Commanding Second Div. Thirteenth Army Corps, Carrollton. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding prize matters. 


No. 134.] Mississieprr SquaprRon, FLacsuie Generay Lyon, 
Memphis, Tenn., September 4, 1863. 

Str: Of the many prizes captured on this river and its tributaries 
since the commencement of the rebellion, few, if any, have been con- 
demned, though the evidence against them has been of the strongest 
kind. Up to this time there has not, to my knowledge, been a cent 
of prize money paid to the officers and crews of the vessels that have 
captured vessels. In most instances the vessels have been bonded 
out, and that is the last that is heard of them. acre 

When the first prizes were sent to the judge of the district, the 
lawyers of St. Louis (a most disloyal city at that time) united to 
deny that the United States court of admiralty had jurisdiction in 
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the inland waters of the United States, but admitted that vessels 
could be proceeded against for infraction of the revenue laws; and as 
this opinion seems heretofore to have been shared in by the. judges, 
prize cases have been tried altogether for violation of the revenue 
regulations. This rule has applied to all captured property, includ- 
ing cotton. 

While below, engaged in the siege of Vicksburg, I had captured 
up the Yazoo, Tallahatchie, Red, White, and Arkansas rivers, about 
1,500 bales of cotton belonging to the Confederate Government and 
‘rebel officers known to be employed in rebellion against the United 
States, which property was sent to the district judge, and, when 
adjudged as prize, put into the hands of the marshal for sale. 

When I arrived at Cairo, the marshal, Mr. Phillips, called on me 
to let me know that “ over $60,000 were in his hands for delivery, 
and that the same amount had been paid into the Treasury of the 
United States. By law I was entitled to receive half the net pro- 
ceeds of $130,000 as informer, and that it was ready to be paid.” 

Of course I refused to have anything to do with it, as it is to be 
divided among the captors, a list of whom I have carefully kept. 
Still I think some steps should be taken to get the money out of the 
marshal’s hands and have it deposited with the Fourth Auditor, or 
some one else for distribution. 

This rule of trying prize cases for infraction of revenue laws takes 
from the Navy the amount that should be deposited in the treasury 
to.its credit. 

I am informed by Mr. Phillips, marshal for the district of Illinois, 
that half the amount was deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States, and that the other half was ready for delivery whenever I 
should think proper to take it. : 

There has been a great deal of fraud practiced in these prize cases, 
persons putting in claims for’ ownership that had no claim whatever. 

In one instance [ gave a poor Union man permission to take up 23 
bales of cotton, provided he would place it in the hands of the district 
judge, show that he was a Union man, and pay the lawful custom- 
house dues, which he did. A Colonel Compton (engaged in the affair 
of the E'vansville, which seemed to implicate General Gorman) put 
in an affidavit that he was the owner, and took the whole of it, when 
he had not been within 200 miles of the point where the cotton was 
shipped from. He also recovered 300 bales and over, captured in the 
Evansville, which vessel was illegally trading in contraband goods, 
and the whole affair was in violation of law. 

I merely mention this to show the complicity there is in these cotton 
transactions. Every one seems to have lost all sense of honesty in the 
temptation to make money. 

I believe that the rule now established is to try the cases by an 
admiralty court, and have appointed prize commissioners; these, 
however, are not appointed according to law, which requires, I believe, 
one retired naval officer to be a member of the board. 

In Cairo the prize commissioners are three civilians. As far as 
the law is concerned, I conform to it in having all prize matters 
turned over to the judge of the district; there my duties end. I see 
no way to obtain protection for the interests of the captors, unless the 
Navy Department will take the matter in hand. 

The manifest dishonesty with which these eases have been managed 
has given great dissatisfaction to the seamen and others, 
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Quartermaster George D. Wise, U. S. Army, has had paid to him 
$30,000 or more as informer on the vessels captured at Memphis. 

I believe the same amount being paid into the treasury, making 
over $90,000, taken from the naval pension fund, if it is not claimed 
by the Navy Department. 

I believe this prize matter has been so arranged purposely, on 
account of the fees, which are enormous. Where vessels are con- 
demned by a court of admiralty, or prize commissioners, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy would have a right to regulate the fees. 

I beg leave to ask instructions about the money now in the hands 
of the marshal and placed at my disposal. 

Shall I let the paymaster of the fleet divide it out amongst the 
captors, or credit them with the amount due or can I have it 
paid to the Fourth Auditor, to be disposed of as usual; or will the 
Department take cognizance of the matter? 

With all due reference to the legal agents, I think it would be much 
better to get possession of the money than to let it remain longer in 
their hands; for it does seem clear to me that all prize matters should 
have been acted on by a court of admiralty, and I do not see how they 
could have been tried as violations of revenue laws. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting En- 
sign Morong, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8S. S. Argosy, for a 
change of cruising ground. 

U.S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, September 5, 1863. 
Sir: Upon the receipt of this you will change your station and 
for the present cruise between New Carthage and Grand Gulf, re- 
maining most of the time at or near Ballards, which is between 
Grand Gulf and Ashwood. 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Oomdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign Jno. C. Morone, 
Commanding U. 8. S. Argosy (27). 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding Fourth Distroct. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 6, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order 
of August 22, detailing me for the command of the Fourth District. 
The vessels are stationed as follows: Carondelet at Carthage, with 
an armed tug, with which, under the circumstances, the river can 
be kept clear of guerrillas up to Vicksburg. 
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Argosy at Ballards, between Grand Gulf and Perkins’. Pitts- 
burg at Grand Gulf, Rattler at Rodney, Curlew at Cole’s Creek, 
Benton at Natchez. The Forest Rose I keep for special service, 
and when not engaged in that she cruises between this place and 
Cole’s Creek. 

Since my last report the rebels have fired upon but one steamer 
in this district, the Planet, laden with troops; no one was injured. 
They returned the fire, and the Argosy coming in sight caused the 
rebels to retreat. It occurred at Mr. Sam Duncan’s plantation, 
about 10 miles above this. 

The general health of the vessels of this district is good. 

General Crocker’s expedition returned this morning. He has 
been over to Trinity and Harrisonburg and met with but little re- 
sistance, only losing 1 man killed and 3 or 4 wounded. One small 
steamboat, the Rinaldo,* was captured and burned. Upon the ap- 
proach of the forces to Harrisonburg the rebels abandoned the fort, 
having first fired their casemates and buildings. The guns General 
Crocker spiked at great risk, as they were in the burning casemates, 
~ and a good deal are ammunition was exploding about them. There 
were three 32-pounders and one 30-pounder Parrott. He destroyed 
one and brought off two 6-pounder fieldpieces. A portion of the 
town was destroyed, but the earthworks of the fort were not injured. 
I shall inform Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay of the condition of 
things at Harrisonburg. General Crocker left there on the 4th in- 
stant. ° 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdgq. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrerr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
capture, by the U. S. S. Argosy, of a wagonload of supplies. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 6, 1863. 
Srr: I have the honor to inform you that since writing my report 
of this morning I have received a communication from Acting 
Ensign Morong, commanding Argosy, stating that on his way to his 
station he landed at Bruinsburg to destroy a ferry and detected 
some cavalry in the act of crossing supplies. They immediately took 
to horse and escaped, leaving one wagonload, consisting of 250,000 
waterproof percussion caps, 1 box containing 5,000 friction primers, 
12 boxes tobacco, average weight 100 pounds, 1 saddle and bridle, an 
Enfield rifle, and a lot of letters and papers. The latter are of no 
consequence. I await your orders as to the disposal of the captured 
articles. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdgq. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippr Squadron. 


* See Official Records of Union and Confederate Armies, Vol. XXVI, pt. 1, 
Wp: 274, 278. 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 401 


Order o f Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volun- 
teer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Forest 
Rose, for special duty. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 6, 1863. 
Str: Proceed up the river as far as the U. S. S. Carondelet. After 
landing Captain Murphy return leisurely to this place. Examine 
aera the banks and country between the Carondelet and Grand 
ulf. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricut, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Forest Rose (9). 


Report of Major-General Francis J. Herron, U. 8S. Army, regarding 
expedition to Morgan Bend, in accordance with orders. 


Hoars. Szeconp Division, TurrtrentH Army Corres, 
Morgan Bend, September 8, 1863. 

GENERAL: I arrived below this place night before last, but could 
not learn anything definite from the commander of the Neosho. By 
reconnoitering yesterday with the cavalry, the main body of the 
enemy was discovered to be at Morgan’s Ferry, on the Atchafalaya, 
3,000 strong, under Brigadier-General Green. I sent a portion of 
one brigade, under Colonel Day, to look after the party hovering 
about this place. He skirmished with them during the entire after- 
noon, driving them back toward the main body. His loss is 6 
wounded; that of the enemy 2 killed, 10 or 12 wounded, and about 
the same number prisoners in our hands. The enemy had possession 
of all the roads leading back from the river, and it is impossible to 
get around them without marching 55 or 60 miles. I leave at day- 
hight with the balance of my command to join Colonel Day, and will 
attack Green at once. He shows fight, and says he will meet us:at 
Morgan’s Ferry, and I propose to accommodate him. Small bodies 
of the enemy are constantly hovering near us on the south, firing on 
our pickets, ete. 

I communicated yesterday with Captain Ramsay, commanding 
gunboat lying off the mouth of Red River. He says the enemy have 
two transports in use on the Atchafalaya, and that mounted parties 
of Green’s command are moving through the country south of Red 
ELVEN 34 Seth et” 7 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. J. Herron, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Brigadier-General Cuartzs P. Stone, 


Chief of Staff. 
26 
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Report of Acting Master Grant, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
New National, regarding the grounding of that vessel. 


U.S. S. New Nationa, 

Horse Shoe Cut-off, September 9, 1863. 
Sm: The National is hard aground at Horse Shoe Cut-off, and we 
are unable to get her off. You will please send to our assistance as 
soon as possible a steamboat and barge to light us up and pull us off. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Avex M. Grant, 
Pilot, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander Josuua Bisnopr, U. S. Navy, 
U.S. S. General Bragg, Helena, Ark. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding Forest Rose, 
assigning cruising ground at Rodney, Miss. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 10, 1863. 
Sir: Proceed to Rodney and relieve the Curlew. Do not be absent 
from that place more than three or four hours at a time. The limits 
of your cruising ground will be 10 miles each side. Permit and regu- 
late one ferry at Rodney. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricut, 
Commanding U. 8. S. Forest Rose (9). 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, to Acting Ensign 
O'Neill, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Curlew, for change of 
cruising ground. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 10, 1868. 
Sir: Upon the arrival of the Yorest Rose resume your station at 
Cole’s Creek without delay. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Acting Ensign H. B. O’Netx1, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Curlew (12). 
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Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8S. Navy, to Major- 
General Steele, U. S. Army, regarding movement up the White 
River of gunboats for cooperation in advance upon Little Rock, Ark. 


U. S. Gunpoar Hastings, 
Devall’s Bluff, September 10, 1863. 

Genera: I have come up the river with additional gunboats to 
assist in your movements. From the information I can gather here, 
I am not likely to have the pleasure of seeing you, unless I go over to 
Little Rock to congratulate you on your success and triumphs. 

The river is falling, and there is not over 5 feet of water on some 
of the bars. If this is to be your base of supplies, the low water 
coming requires your prompt attention, as, at 3 feet, the low-water 
stage, steamers could bring up very little freight indeed, while we 
have but one or two gunboats of sufficiently light draft to act as 
convoy. It is probable that all the gunboats, except two, will be 
obliged to leave this river within two weeks’ time. 

If I could have obtained conveyance, I would have gone over to 
your camp to-day. Horseback riding for such a distance is rather 
too much for the uninitiated. We will make an effort to get up to 
Jacksonport, leaving here in the morning. I shall be glad to be of 
service to you in every way possible. 

I am, general, respectfully, most truly yours, 
S. L. PHEtps, 

Commanding Sixth and Seventh Districts, Mississippi Squadron. 


Major-General Frep. Streetz, U. S. Army, 
Commanding United States Forces before Little Rock, Ark. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, to send U.S. S. Tawah to report to 
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, in White River. 


Fiacsuie Generat Lyon, 
Off Natchez, September 10, 1863. 


Sir: When the Judge Torrence comes here, she will remain alto- 
gether. You will see that the officers on board of her that were bor- 
rowed from vessels above are sent to their respective stations, After 
that, send me a list of officers that she requires. If I should miss 
seeing the Zawah and she should come here, order her to White 
River to report to Captain Phelps. 

You can offer the Yorest Rose to Mr. Duncan and Mr. Merrill and 
family, to take them to Memphis when they are ready to go. They 
can go much more comfortably this way than any other, and by lay- 
ing in their own stores and taking their own servants they can have 
what they want. From Memphis they can easily get up in the 
regular packet. é 

end Engineer Burgoyne to Cairo with witnesses to be tried by 
court-martial. 
Very respectfully, Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss Squadron, 
U.S. 8. Benton, Natchez, Miss. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Forest 
Rose, regarding cruising ground of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Benton, 

Off Natchez, September 12, 1863. 
Sir: Upon being relieved by the Rattler, at Rodney, proceed to 
cruise between Cole’s Creek and the point just above Natchez. Re- 

turn to this place on the evening of the 15th. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jas. A. GREER, 

Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricurt, 
Commanding U.S. S. Forest Rose (9). 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master 
Fentress, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Rattler. 


U.S. 8. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 12, 1863. 
Sir: Proceed to Rodney and relieve the Forest Rose (9). 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress, 
Commanding U.S. S. Rattler (1). 


Capture of Acting Master Fentress U.S. Navy, and party of men at 
Rodney, Miss., September 13, 1863. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieutenant- 
Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, and general order giving precautions against 
surprise. 


No. 150. | Mississrpr1 SQuaprRon, FLacsuire Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, September 25, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of a communication 
from Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, commanding Fourth 
District of this squadron, in relation to the capture by guerrillas of 
Acting Master W. EK. H. Fentress, 1 officer, and 15 men, consisting of 
the best men in the vessel. 

He was captured while at church. 

I feel no sympathy whatever for Mr. Fentress, but regret the loss 
of those with him. 

His capture was in consequence of a gross violation of general and 
special orders, and though having borne a very good character as an 
officer heretofore, he should be entitled to no confidence hereafter. 
Enclosed is the general order in relation to precautions, and Mr. 
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Fentress was particularly directed to be careful at Rodney, as a large 
party of guerrillas have a camp within 4 miles of that place, and are 
allowed, it seems, to remain there with impunity. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Davi D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


{Enclosures. ] 


U.S. S. Benron, 
Off Natchez, September 14, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to inform you that I have received informa- 
tion this morning of the capture yesterday at Rodney, by some of 
Logan’s cavalry, of Acting Master Fentress, Acting Ensign Strunk, 
and 15 men, all belonging to the Rattler. Captain Fentress, 3 officers, 
and 20 men, unarmed, with the exception of one officer, were on shore 
at church when the rebels dashed into the town and surrounded the 
house, capturing the whole party, with the exception of 2 officers and 
5 men, who made their escape. One of the officers fired his revolver 
four times at the rebels, and thinks he wounded two. 

I had cautioned Captain Fentress about being very careful in his 
visits on shore at Rodney, and the disaster was the result of care- 
lessness. 

Captain Fentress wrote a note to the executive officer, stating he 
was at Crystal Springs, a few miles from Rodney, and asking for a 
change of clothing for the prisoners. 

The executive officer reports that the rebels fired two volleys when 
they surrounded the church, upon which he went to quarters and 
commenced shelling the hills and woods over and near the church; 
this had the effect to drive the rebels from the town and enable a 
portion of our men to escape. 

He also sent all the men he could spare on shore to render what 
assistance they could with safety. Four of the houses and church 
were struck by our shells, but no one was injured. 

The citizens of Rodney disclaim all complicity with the rebels. I 
shall send them word that they must give a written statement to 
that effect, and inform [them] that if another outrage is committed 
there I will destroy the town. 

Acting Ensign William Ferguson is now in charge of the Pattler. 
He appears to be an intelligent officer. I have temporarily ordered 
Acting Master’s Mate William Kisner, of this vessel, to the Rattler. 
She needs two watch officers, and so does the Judge Torrence. 
Enclosed I send a list of the officers and men captured. 

A body of rebel cavalry attacked our small force at Vidalia this 
morning, but were repulsed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Officers and men of the U. 8. 8. Rattler, captured at Rodney, Sunday, Sep- 
tember 18, 1863. 


Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress, Acting Ensign Simon H. Strunk, 
Arthur Rodgerson, gunner’s mate; John A. Roycroft, ship’s cor- 
poral; C. C. Devinney, paymaster’s steward; Noah Parks, quarter- 
master; Oloff Nelson, quarter gunner; James Robertson, first-class 
fireman; Edwin Corbett, Thomas Brown, Frederick Plump, John 
Stark, Thomas Burns, John D. Masten, Walter Keef, Daniel Ryan, 
Maurice Ivory, seamen. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

JAMES A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


GENERAL ORDER, Cairo, Inu., October 18, 1562. 
No. 4. 

The commanders of all vessels will see the following orders carried 
out, and senior officers will immediately report to me any violation of 
them. 

Every precaution must be taken against a surprise by the rebels, 
particularly in the light-draft gunboats, and for this reason they must 
not lie tied up to a bank at any time. 

The guns must always be kept loaded with grape or canister, and 
the small arms at hand, loaded and ready to repel boarders. 

Boats are never to land at places where rebels are likely to cut 
off the men or fire on the boats without their being completely pro- 
tected by the guns of the vessel. 

Protected lookouts must be kept on the alert at all times. 

Boats are not allowed to go on shore to get provisions, except at 
places occupied by United States troops. 

No person will be allowed to pillage under any circumstances, and 
all those who do so are to be reported to me. 

Vessels will show as few lights as possible in navigating the river 
at night, and not allow the men to congregate in conspicuous places 
in daytime, when in suspicious looking neighborhoods. 

When any of our vessels are fired on, it will be the duty of the 
commander to fire back with spirit and to destroy everything in that 
neighborhood within reach of his guns. There 1s no impropriety in 
destroying houses supposed to be affording shelter to rebels, and it 
is the only way to stop guerrilla warfare. Should innocent persons 
suffer, it will be their own fault, and teach others that it will be to 
their advantage to inform the Government authorities when guerrillas 
are about certain localities. 

Every evening at sunset all vessels will go to quarters, with every- 
thing ready for action and guns pointed for the bank. At night the 
watch must always be on deck, and, unless otherwise ordered, no 
vessel will lie without low steam. 

This general order is to be passed over to any other commander who 
may be ordered to the vessel. 

Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Order of Lievtenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Ferguson, 
U. S. Navy, to proceed to Rodney and require form the authorities a disavowal 
of complicity in the capture. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 16, 1863. 
Sir: Proceed to Rodney. On your arrival, direct the commanding 
officer of the Curlew to return to his station at Cole’s Creek. Send 
word to the mayor of Rodney to come on board, and demand from 
him a written disavowal of any complicity of the authorities of Rod- 
ney in the capture of Captain Fentress and party. Let him distinctly 
understand that should there be any hostile acts committed there, 
the town will be shelled and destroyed. Allow no cotton to be taken 
from your station, unless by a well-vouched-for Treasury agent. If 
you doubt them, tell them to come to me, and if all is right I will 
give them a letter to you, which will enable them to do their business. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th District, Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign Wm. Frrcuson, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Rattler (1). 


Statement of the citizens of Rodney, Miss., of their ignorance regarding the 
attack, and requesting that they be not held responsible for it. 


No. 2. 


Ropney, September 16, 1863. 


To the Officer in Command of the U. 8. Gunboat Rattler. 

Sir: The undersigned citizens of Rodney desire respectfully to 
represent to you that the congregation and citizens of this place were 
entirely unaware beforehand of the attack made upon the officers and 
men of your boat, assembled with us in our place of worship, and 
we accordingly trust that the town will, in no way, be held respon- 
sible for it. 

R. Price AND 37 OTHERS. 


No. 3. 


Ropney, September 16, 1863. 


To the Officer in Command of the U. S. Gunboat Rattler: 

Sir: We have drawn up and signed a paper relating to the unfor- 
tunate affair of last Sunday, expressed in the same terms as were 
contained in our former communication, which we herewith transmit. 
While we regard it as an outrage upon the proprieties of life and 
the respect due to religion to make the house of God_a scene of 
battle and blood shed, we, as noncombatants, are not called upon to 
express any opinion as to the right of the Confederate troops to take 
prisoners in the proper time and way. 
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We have therefore left out the clause inserted by yourself in the 
paper brought ashore by Mr. Griffing, lest it should be construed in 
a sense too unlimited, and should therefore compromise us with our 
own people. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, to Acting Ensign Ferguson, 
U. S. Navy, for the seizure of a man in Rodney thought to be implicated in 
the capture. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 20, 1863. 


Sir: I have received your letter of yesterday, informing me of 
your action about the Julia. You did perfectly right. There is a 
man at Rodney named Billy Parsons who had something to do with 
the capture of Captain Fentress. If you can capture him without 
too much risk, do so, and retain him till I return down the river. 

The rebels are very active just now. Let me caution you to be 
vigilant. 

Very respectfwly, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th District, Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign Wm. Ferrcuson, 
Commanding Rattler. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S: Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. 
Navy, for the arrest of officers going ashore at places not protected by troops. 


Misstssippr SQuapRON, FLacsuip Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, September 25, 1863. 

Sir: Your communication in relation to Mr. Fentress has been 
received. 

I only regret that Mr. Fentress did not get severely punished for 
his disobedience of General Order No. 4, and I will omit nothing to 
have him dismissed the service. 

You will arrest any officer whom you hear of leaving his vessel to 
go on shore under any circumstances whatever, except at places held 
by our troops, or to send a boat where there is the slightest chance to 
be fired on, or landing at any plantation, or leaving the ship except 
to pick up a drowning man, without the boat being armed. The 
commanders will never allow their vessels to touch the bank even, 
but remain on board and patrol the river. You will instruct the 
executive officers if any commander leaves his vessel, to get underway 
at once and report the fact to you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Daviv D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jamrs A. GREER, 
Commanding Fourth District, Miss. Squadron, Off Natchez. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, condemning Acting Master 
Fentress, U. S. Navy, for carelessness. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 15, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that Acting Master Fentress, 
on the day that he was captured at Rodney, took no precaution what- 
ever against capture. There were no boats waiting for his party, 
but were to be sent for them when they came down. No one was 
armed but one of the engineers, who took a revolver with him. Mr. 
Fentress told the executive officer, Mr. Ferguson, that he could let 
ne men go to church that wished to. Mr. Fentress wore a citizen’s 
coat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th District, Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Master Fentress, U. S. Navy. 


Lipsy Prison, 
Richmond, Va., November 15, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to forward you the report of my unfortunate 
capture, together with Acting Ensign S. [H.] Strunk and 15 seamen, 
belonging to the U. S. S. Rattler. 

On the 12th September (the steamer Rattler lying off Rodney, 
Miss.) I went on shore to attend divine service, which was performed 
in a church, not 200 yards distant from the steamer, and in open view. 
I had been stationed at Rodney since the Tensas expedition, and had 
never seen or heard of an enemy near that point: I had taken many 
negroes who were from the neighborhood, and all reported no rebels 
in that vicinity. I do not, sir, wish to excuse myself, for I am aware 
that excuses are of little value with you when an officer is at fault, 
but, sir, I do crave your forbearance in this most unfortunate mis- 
take of mine. 

We had just entered, and were seated in the church, when a squad- 
ron of 50 cavalry dashed upon us and opened fire from the windows 
and doors. I endeavored to stop this brutal fire upon unarmed men, 
but was fired upon by the fiends and slightly wounded in the back. 

My hands were tied and I was made fast to a horse and compelled 
to keep pace with him for 5 miles. My treatment since my capture 
has been brutal; but inhuman as it is, sir, I would be happy if I 
knew that your displeasure was removed, and that I might again 
retrieve my character in the Mississippi Squadron, under your com- 
mand. 

May I beg, sir, that you will drop me a line, in my present miserable 
condition ? 

I have the honor, sir, to be your most obedient servant, 
Water E. H. Fentress, 
Acting Master, U. S. Navy, late Commanding U.S. Rattler. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Extract from log of U. S. S. Rattler, Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress, com- 
manding. 


Sunday, September 13, 1863.—Off Rodney, Miss. At 10 a. m. 
inspected crew at quarters, mustered them aft, and read the Articles 
of ee At 11 a. m. the following officers and seamen went on shore 
to attend divine service: W. E. H. Fentress, acting master, command- 
ing; Simon H.-Strunk, acting ensign; George G. Waggoner, acting 
pilot; A. M. Smith, second assistant engineer; Arthur Rogerson, gun- 
ner’s mate; Noah Parks, quartermaster ; Oloff Nelson, quarter gunner ; 
John A. Roycroft, ship’s corporal; Columbus C. Devinney, paymas- 
ter’s steward; James Robertson, first-class fireman; Charles McCar- 
thy, Frederick Plump, Edwin Corbett, Walter Keef, Thomas Burns, 
John D. Masten, Daniel Ryan, Ranvers D. Knapp, Thomas Brown, 
Daniel Shay, Maurice Ivory, John Henderson, John Stark, seamen. 
At 11:20 a. m. heard some shots fired near the church and received 
information from a negro on shore that some rebel cavalry had sur- 
rounded the church and captured our officers and men. Beat to 
quarters immediately, got underway, and shelled the hills and woods 
over and around the church. Same time sent an armed boat’s crew 
on shore to render all the assistance they could. The following offi- 
cers and men were, however, captured before we could render them 
any assistance: W. E. H. Fentress, master, commanding; Simon H. 
Strunk, acting ensign; A. Rogerson, gunner’s mate; Noah Parks, 
quartermaster; Oloff Nelson, quarter gunner; John Roycroft, ship’s 
corporal; C. C. Devinney, paymaster’s steward; James Robertson, 
first-class fireman; Frederick Plump, Edwin Corbett, Thomas Burns, 
John Stark, Thomas Brown, John D. Masten, Walter Keef, Daniel 
Ryan, Maurice Ivory. The officers and men (with exception of Mr. 
Smith, second assistant engineer, who fired four shots with a revolver 
at the rebels) were totally, unarmed and could offer no resistance. 
The rebels had carriages and wagons in waiting, by which they 
hurried them rapidly out of town. Our shelling-had the effect of 
driving the rebels in hasty confusion out of town, thereby giving 2 
officers and 4 men. the opportunity to escape. The men and officers 
who escaped were: Mr. Smith, second assistant engineer; Mr. Wag- 
goner, pilot; McCarthy, Henderson, D. D. Knapp, D. Shay, seamen. 
Expended in ammunition, 9 shrapnel, 5 Parrott shells. At 1:30 
p- m. anchored the vessel in 4 fathoms. John Henderson, one of the 
men who escaped from the rebels, having reported that he had taken 
refuge in a house on leaving the church and was driven from thence 
by the wner, sent an armed boat’s crew on shore in charge of an 
officer to burn the house. At the same time went to quarters and 
shelled the road leading to the hills, in order to prevent the rebels 
from interfering with our men. At 4 p. m. the shied returned and 
reported that he had failed to burn the house from some cause not 
very satisfactory. As 8 men was the largest force that could be 
spared from the vessel, it was not advisable to send the party back 
again. Hxpended in ammunition 11 5-second shrapnel. From 8 to 
midnight: A circular signed by the principal citizens of Rodney was 
sent on board, disclaiming all knowledge of the intentions or act of 
the rebels in capturing our officers and men and condemning the act, 
petitioning that the town might not be held responsible for the out- 
rage. At 10 p. m. received a communication from Acting Master 
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W. E. H. Fentress by the hands of a Dr. Goldsmith, who resides 4 
miles out of town; he represented that Acting Master Fentress and ° 
Mr. Strunk had been at his house that day, prisoners in the hands of a 
rebel cavalry force. Captain Fentress’s communication was to the 
effect—he wanted some clothing sent to himself, Mr. Strunk, and the 
men, directed to Crystal Springs, Miss. 


A Gallant Little Dash. 
[Clipping from “ The Mississippian.’’] 


I wish to advise you of a gallant little dash made by a party of 
Logan’s scouts last Sunday, by which the captain of the Yankee 
gunboat stationed at Rodney and a lieutenant and 15 men were 
handsomely bagged. 

Lieutenant Allen, of Logan’s command, having been informed that 
the crew of the gunboat at Rodney were in the habit of attending 
church, determined to try an experiment. Dressing himself in citi- 
zen’s garb, he leisurely sauntered into town last Sunday, and had the 
pleasure of finding some 22 of the Yankee officers and men, dressed 
in their best toggery, snugly seated in the quiet and unsuspecting 
congregation. 

With this information he left town and soon returned in command 
of a squad of men. He entered the church and apologized to the 
preacher for having to disturb him for a few moments, stating that 
he had called to demand the surrender of the United States soldiers 
in the congregation. Instantly the engineer of the gunboat jumped 
behind the door and fired on Lieutenant Allen, the ball passing 
through his cap. 

Allen returned the fire and sent the engineer to his long home. 

A general scattering and firing ensued, resulting in killing 2 
Yankees and wounding another, and in the capture of Captain 
Fentress, of the gunboat, one lieutenant, and 15 men. 

T saw them late that night on their way to Logan’s camp. 

This is certainly one of the nicest little episodes of the war, and 
was managed with great coolness and courage, our men not receiving 
so much as a scratch. 

Captain Fentress, who, I am sorry to say, is a Virginian, says his 
father and brother are in the Confederate Army. They are from 
Richmond, I understand. When asked by a citizen what command 
they belong to, Captain Fentress touched his cap and replied “ to 
Logan’s command.” 

The Yanks bore their capture with a good deal of nonchalance, 
seeming to regard it as a good joke. Those on the gunboat seeing 
the affair, commenced a furious shelling over but not upon the town. 
Lieutenant Allen addressed the commander a note, stating that his 
force belonged to the Army of the Confederate States; that the people 
of Rodney were in no wise responsible for what his men had done, 
and if a solitary shell were thrown into the town he would proceed 
to hang his prisoners. 

Captain Fentress also wrote a note, requesting that no damage 
should be done to the town, as the whole affair was a legitimate 


412 NAVAL FORGES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


military transaction. One old lady in the midst of the melée jumped 
up and shouted “Glory to God;” but the way the balance of the 
congregation rolled around and mixed up promiscuously in the midst 
of the fight is said to have been rich beyond description, and cer- 
tainly very excusable. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E'ytinge, U. 8. Navy, com- 
manding U. S. 8. Chillicothe, regarding the grounding of that 
vessel en route from Cairo to Memphis. 


U.S. S. CuIuicorHe, 
Memphis, September 14, 1863. 

Str: I regret not having had the honor of reporting the cause of 
my detention at Memphis in person. I was about waiting upon you 
when you left. 

The Chillicothe was put aground twice by the pilots in coming 
from Cairo to this port. The fact is, she 1s drawing more water 
than there is in the river, 5 feet 9 inches, and as soon as she gets in 
shoal water she sucks the bottom and falls down to at least 6 feet 
3 inches. She has grounded several times in 63 feet, steering very 
badly in shoal water. The transport War Eagle pulled us off at 
Plum Point, and in so doing, after parting our hawsers several times, 
I found the first seam on deck from the gunwale starting away 
over an inch, and the vessel taking in a stream of water over the 
bow. I was obliged to run her at half speed, and the reason of our 
stay here was to repair the bow and fit a steam whistle, which was 
partly blown away, and proceed on my way, carrying out my orders. 
I shall be ready to leave in a.day or two, though I can not obtain 
any intelligence of there being 6 feet at Helena. We can not float 
in less water than 6 feet 3 to 6 inches, and getting ashore strains her 
terribly, her turret being so heavy and her hull frame extremely 
light. 

Her battery is in most perfect condition and I am drilling daily 
the greenest crew I ever saw, but I am driving into them sedulously 
and entertain hopes of ultimate success. Be assured, admiral, I 
shall reach Red River by the first opportunity, and if I am afforded 
a chance to engage my ships with the enemy’s forces, the Chillicothe 
will fight her way to even better reputation than she has had in the 
past. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hy. Sr. C. Eytrnes, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
‘ a eee i 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U.S. Navy, regarding prize matters. 
Navy Department, September 14, 1863. 
Sie: Your letter of the 4th instant, relating to prize matters, has 
been received. 


Some points are presented which require investigation, and an 
answer is for a short time deferred. As an admiralty court has been 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 418 


established at New Orleans, it would be well to direct that, when it 
can be done, vessels and property taken as prize be sent to that port 
for adjudication. 

When prize property is taken for the use of the Navy, you will 
forward the amount of appraisement at once to the court, either as 
funds or by a draft upon the Department, and where property is 
turned over to the Army, you should see that a similar course is 
pursued. Delays in the distribution of prize money after condemna- 
tion will thus be avoided, as well as complication of accounts be- 
tween the Departments and the courts and Departments. 

Very respectfully, 
: Gmwron WELLES, 
; Secretary of the Nawy. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, - 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo. 


General report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, referring to the 
attack on Harrisonburg, La., and impossibility of naval coopera- 
tion, also attack upon U.S. S. Champion. 


No. 135.] Misstsstppr Squapron, Fiacsuie Generau Lyon, 
Off Cairo, September 15, 1863. 

Sir: I have just returned from the mouth of Red River, where I 
went to see what could be done to cooperate with General Banks. As 
I knew beforehand, the river was quite dry in places, and a dry bar 
formed across the head of Old River. All I could do was to plant 
three guns on scows—a 100-pounder rifle, a 10-inch, and a 9-inch— 
close to the bar to command the entrance to the Atchafalaya. This 
will prevent steamers passing to and fro. 

Tf the military officers would confer with me a little more freely, 
I could give them hydrographic information which they can not get 
elsewhere, and enable them to time their expeditions so that they may 
have naval cooperation. 

The vessels at the mouth of Red River were unable to enter and 
cooperate with the army at the attack on Harrisonburg. 

The rebels blew up the works as our troops advanced, and set fire 
to the casemates; they also destroyed all their ammunition, which 
ends the stronghold on the Washita [Ouachita]. I am sorry to say 
that the guns were not brought away (except two fieldpieces) or 
destroyed. 

The river below seems quiet. 

There has been but one attempt made to obstruct commerce or 
transportation. A body of guerrillas, 500 strong, on the 30th August, 
attacked the gunboat Champion from behind the levee, while she was 
convoying a body of troops below. The troops passed on safely, 
and the Champion stopped and fought the rebels until she made them 
retire, losing some of their men; report says 57. They have not 
been heard of since, excepting that they were falling back on Alexan- 
dria, General Herron having given chase to them with his division. 

The only way to keep guerrillas down is to chase them up with 
troops; gunboats can only drive them away temporarily. — 

As I came up I overtook a part of the Marine Brigade under 
Colonel Currie. He reported to me that he had just captured, at 
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Bolivar, three rebel paymasters, with $2,200,000 in Confederate 
money, to pay off the soldiers at Little Rock. 

He also captured the escort, consisting of 35 men. ‘ 

This will not improve the dissatisfaction now existing in Price’s 
army, and the next news we hear will be that General Steele has pos- 
session of Little Rock. 

The gunboats pick up deserters every day who say that the rebels 
don’t intend to fight in Arkansas, and that with proper steps Ar- 
kansas will be in the Union again in forty days. 

Lieutenant Bache captured a Colonel Matlock, who was on a con- 
scripting expedition, and it gave universal satisfaction to all the 
people. 

Tefound a good deal of sickness below (among the officers princi- 
pally) and brought the worst cases up. 

The vessels in the different districts are attending strictly to their 
duties, and cruising actively. 

On the way up last trip I found the gunboat Paw Paw snagged 
and sunk. J had her raised and sent to Cairo. No particular damage 
was done beyond making a hole in her bottom, and everything was 
saved. The river is very low and full of snags, and as our vessels 
have to run at all times of the night, these accidents will happen. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


Letter from George OC. Bestor to Commodore Hull, U. S. Navy, 
regarding readiness of U. S. S. Ozark for trial trip. 


Sr. Louis, September 16, 1863. 
The gunboat Ozark will be ready to commence her trial trip this 
afternoon at 3 o’clock. 
Very respectfully, yours, etc., Gro. C. Brstor, 
Contractor. 
Commodore J. B. Hut, U. S. Navy. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
the capture of Acting Masters Mate Ward, U. S. Navy, and two 
men, near the mouth of Red River. 

U. S. 8S. CHocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, September 16, 1863. 
Sir: I regret to report that Acting Master’s Mate William S. Ward, 

William Gill, ordinary seaman, and Andrew Ryan, landsman, were 

captured yesterday by some rebel troops on the right bank of the 

Mississippi, near the mouth of Red River. 

Mr. Ward went on shore by my order to carry a letter to a house 

I have constantly sent to. 
~The rebel troops have never been near the house before, and I have 

always considered there was not the slightest danger in landing there. 
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I had landed on that side the day before and no troops were near, 
and two hours before Mr. Ward was captured Acting Master’s Mate 
Townsend Hopkins had landed and brought off two refugees without 
being molested. 

Mr. Ward was armed, as were also his boat’s (the dingey) crew. 
He left 2 men in the boat and took 2 up with him. 

Mr. Ward had nearly reached the house, which is just behind the 
levee, when he was seen to run toward the boat, but was immediately 
halted by the rebels. Finding I could not bring a gun to bear, and 
the water being too shoal on that side for the tug, I landed with 
4 officers and 30 men. The rebels were in the woods, but retreated 
as soon as we landed. We followed about a mile and fired several 
times at them, but the distance was so great and they moved so rap- 
idly, some of them being mounted, that we could do them no damage. 

Hearing that some rebel troops were at Simmesport, I left here 
this morning at daylight in the Champion and endeavored to get 
there, but the water was so shoal, with hard bottom, I was forced to 
turn back when about halfway to the head of the island. Hearing 
that a number of rebel troops had been in the woods, I fired a number 
of shell and shrapnel through them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Nv ay. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{Endorsement. ] 


Should be censured for exposing his men without an object. 
Ocroser 18, 1863. 


[Telegram. ] 


Carro, Iu., September 17, 1863. 
Little Rock was occupied by General Steele, September 10, 1863. 
The rebels are retreating. General Davidson is in hot pursuit. 
Gro. M. Bacue, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Cairo, Ill. 


Instructions from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Assistant 
Adjutant-General Dunham, U. 8. Army, for personal communica- 
tion with Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, and Major-General 
Grant, U. S. Army. 

Heapquarters Dept. or THE GULF, 
NinereentoH Army Corps, 
New Orleans, September 17, 1863. 
Capratn: You will please proceed to perform the following duty: 
You will take the first steamer bound up the Mississippi River, and 
communicate as soon as practicable with Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 5S. 


416 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Navy, commanding Mississippi Squadron, and with Major-General 
U.S. Grant, commanding the Department of the Tennessee. 

To the former you will represent the solicitude which I experience 
in view of the partially defenseless condition of the lower Mississippi, 
which has not an ironclad boat between New Orleans and the sea, nor 
a light-draft gunboat, either ironclad or tinclad, to patrol or to 
cooperate with the land forces in any expedition which the army may 
be required to set on foot. 

You will carry to him my earnest request that, if in his power, two 
or more good ironclad gunboats, and at least three or four of his tin- 
clads, may be sent here for cooperation. At this moment such an 
addition to our forces would be invaluable. 

To Major-General Grant you will present regards, and my hope 
that he is rapidly being restored from his late injuries, and will 
express my hope that he may be able to strengthen us promptly by 
the reinforcement of cavalry and infantry proposed by him for this 
quarter, and will call his attention to the fact that my information, 
recently received, seems to show that the enemy are evacuating south- 
western and central Arkansas to strengthen Texas against any move- 
ment we may make against that section. In case such information 
should prove correct, a large force of our troops would be set free, 
under Generals Steele and Davidson, a large portion of which troops 
I would hope might be rapidly forwarded here to counterbalance the 
enemy’s reinforcements from that quarter against us. 

If these views should coincide with those af Major-General Grant, 
you will please point out to him the importance of collecting a large 
amount of river transportation, to be ready at a convenient point of 
the river, for the rapid transfer from such point to this. 

You will also request Major-General Grant to send to this place any 
heavy rifled guns, such as Parrott 100-pounders, which he can spare, 
for the more efficient armament of the forts on the various approaches 
to this city. ; 

You will please be as expeditious as possible. Having properly 
represented these matters to the two commanders, and possessed your- 
self fully of their ideas upon them, will return, and report in person 
at these headquarters. 

You will please report by letter during your absence by every safe 
opportunity, giving account of your progress. 

Very respectfully, I am, captain, your obedient servant, 
N. P. Banks, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Captain Roperr T. Dunuam, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Howard, U. 8. Navy, com- 
manding U.S. 8. Neosho, referring to Dahlgren gun sent for 
mortar boat. 

U.S. S. Nrosno, 

Off Morganza, September 17, 1863. 
Sm: I beg to enclose requisition for lumber. My carpenter has 

furnished me an estimate of what is required to floor over the arch- 

ing deck of this steamer. In my opinion it is necessary to make such 
preparation for use during the coming winter. The form of our 
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deck is such that without this provision my men will not be able 
to keep their feet. I hope you will agree with me as to its expediency. 

In reference to the mortar boat carrying one 9-inch Dahlgren gun, 
which gunboat Signal brought me down, I should be pleased if you 
would order its removal. It is of no value to us, as I am unwilling, 
in the first place, to allow steam to be kept at such a point, which, 
though adding to our comfort, might render our boat unfit for any 
sudden emergency; and, secondly, on my making any move I have 
to detail so many men to take charge of the scow as leaves this boat 
very light-handed. The ammunition received with the gun is found 
to be very much damaged, but few shells exploding on trial. 

I am happy to say that, through the exertion of my engineers, our 
turret is perfect in its movements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SaMuEL Howarp, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, of movements 

a he White River, and referring to the capture of Little Rock, 

rk. 
U.S. Gungoat Hastings, 
Devall’s Bluff, White River, September 17, 1863. 

Sir: I have to-day received your letter of the 12th instant. It 
appears that my dispatch announcing the capture of Little Rock did 
not reach the mouth of the river before you had passed up. 

I have been up this river 150 miles, where we found a bar over 
which we could not pass. Evidence everywhere was given that the 
people considered the struggle in Arkansas as practically at an end, 
and I was surprised at the number who claimed to be Union in their 
sentiments. The desire for peace is general. Great destitution and 
want prevail. 

Numerous bodies of men cut off from General Price’s army were 
fleeing across White River to the eastward. We captured 3 rebel 
soldiers, 2 cavalry horses and equipments, and brought down a num- 
ber of escaped conscripts, who have come to enlist in ourarmy. The 
people everywhere report numerous rebel deserters in the country. | 

T shall go to Little Rock in the morning and shall dispatch this 
vessel up river again, to try to cut off more of the scattered enemy. 

I fear our gunboats will not be able to ply long on this river. The 
water is low and falling. As 

The transport Diurnal was sunk by snagging in going out and 
is a total wreck. The Lady Pike was also snagged, but got off with 
40 timbers broken. I am procuring the best pilots I can obtain for 
the gunboats. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHetes, 
Lieutenant-Commander, ete. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
repairs needed by the U. S. S. Ivy. 


U.S. S. Cuocraw, 
Off Red River, September 18, 1863. 


Sir: I have to report that on the 16th instant the tug /vy burst 
her cylinder heads and broke her piston rod. 

Acting Chief Engineer Baldwin} of this vessel, having reported 
to me that it will be impossible to make the necessary repairs here, 
I have ordered Captain Grant, of the Vew National, to tow her to 
Cairo, and have ordered Acting Ensign Bass, commanding the Ivy, 
to report to you. ; 

If you have another tug to spare, I would like very much to have 
her while the vy is repairing, as she would be of great assistance 
in taking care of the gun flats and coal barges. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrtsr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting permission 
to change the names of the captured steamers Louisville, Tom Sugg, 
and St. Mary. 


No, 139.] MisstssippPI SQuapRON, FLAgsHip Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, September 18, 1863. 

Srr: I have the honor to request permission to change the name of 
the captured steamer Lowisville to Owachita, the river she was cap- 
tured on. 

The Thomas Sugg to Tensas. The Sugg turns out to be an excel- 
lent vessel, and will make one of our most useful gunboats. 

Lieutenant-Commander Walker captured a small side-wheel 
steamer in the capture of Yazoo City called the St. Mary, quite a 
strong little vessel and the property of the rebel Government, at one 
time being armed. 

I was so hard pushed for vessels that I have kept her in public 
employment, and have sent for her to come here for adjudication. 
Being a Government vessel there will be no necessity of placing her 
in the hands of the court, and if the appraisement does not amount 
to over $8,000, I request permission to retain her in the service for a 
light draft, and call her the Yazoo. She is a good and fast vessel, and 
wants but little alteration. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 
[ Endorsements. ] 

Call the Yazoo [St. Mary] Alewandria. See if any others are 

duplicates. Note and send to Bureau Construction. 


Have written for a complete list of vessels in Mississippi Squadron, 
with tonnage, guns, means of propulsion, etc. 
B Ral bi 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
seizure of goods at Bruinsburg, Miss. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 19, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that on September 13 the 
commanding officer of the Argosy, having received information that 
the rebels were crossing things at Bruinsburg, and that they had a 
picket station there, ran into the landing, and discovered some per- 
sons in the act of crossing. They escaped, leaving a buggy and horse, 
two mules, and a mail for the country west of the Mississippi. Re- 
ceiving information that some goods had been carried over the 
river, Captain Morong went over and found secreted in the woods 
one box of medicine and sundries, which he seized. These articles 
I have directed him to send to Captain Pennock; also two other 
mules which he captured. 

The mail contained no information and is worthless to us. 

I have lately visited all the vessels in my district. I learned at 
Rodney that some of the Raftler’s men that escaped capture when 
Captain Fentress was taken did so by the ladies hiding them under 
their dresses. I have also received a letter from some of the people 
in Rodney in relation to the matter, which I send you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
forwarding to Cairo of articles seized at Bruinsburg, Miss. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 19, 1563. 
Str: By the Vew National I have directed the commanding officer 
of the Argosy to send you 2 horses, 4 mules, 1 buggy, 1 wagon, and a 
box of medicines and sundries captured by him near Bruinsburg, 
Miss., September 12, 1863. I also send a list of the persons on board 
entitled to prize money for the same. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Captain A. M. Pennocx, 
Commandant of Station, Cairo, Ll. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, to Acting Ensign 
Morong, U. S. Navy, regarding disposition of captured goods and 


Prisoner. : 
U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 19, 1863. 


Sr: Send all your captures made so far up in the Vew National. 
Send the rebel prisoner up to Vicksburg. Tell Captain Grant all 
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about him, and ask him to send him to the provost-marshal, Send 
the mail you captured to me by the first opportunity. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a As. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Ensign J. C. Morone, 
Argosy (87). 


Report of Acting Master Rees, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8S. 8. 
Marmora, regarding the impaired condition of that vessel. 


U.S. S. Marmora, 
Mouth of White River, September 19, 1863. 


Str: I am ordered by Commander Phelps 6 relieve the Vaumkeag 
at this point and to report to you my condition, whereabouts, etc. 
This vessel while lying at Greenville last July” was momentarily 
expecting orders to proceed to Memphis or Cairo to repair her boilers 
and machinery, but orders came to join the White River expedition, 
and, patching and mending things as well as we could, we started up. 
For seven weeks we have been knocking around in that narrow 
stream and are now all but totally incapacitated for further duty. 
Have been running all the time, when smaller and easier handled 
boats have lain quietly at anchor; have snagged ourselves repeatedly, 
started our seams and butts, and are now obliged to pump night and 
day both forward and amidships to keep ourselves afloat. A bulk- 
head built around a hole in our starboard quarter checks tempo- 
rarily the main leak, but little streams trickle in in a hundred places. 
But, sir, bad as this is, it is the least serious of our misfortunes. We 
can ‘keep her afloat, but the boilers and machinery have got beyond 
ourreach. The sheets are cracked entirely across. Therivets are all 
gone from the steam drum leg, and the bolts that the engineers have 
endeavored to replace them with can not be made tight, and a tre- 
mendous drain on the boilers is the consequence. The packing is 
worn completely out, and the follower is screwed tight to the head. 
If you could let Mr. Fulton, your chief engineer, come up and ex- 
amine you could get a better idea than I can give you. The boat is 
really in a fear ful condition, and has now been in this service eleven 
months without a stroke of repairs on her machinery. The work 
done on the boiler sheets at Memphis left her leaking worse than 
before, and it has been downhill with us ever since. 

I have plenty of contrabands on board, which I hope will ante me 
to keep matters straight here. If I possibly can keep up steam here, 
I will do so. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Exias Rees, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


[Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy.] 
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Report of M ajor-General Herron, U. 8. Army, regarding affairs in 
vicinity of Morganza, La. 


Hogrs. Seconp Division, Turrtrenrn Army Corps, 
Morganza, La., September 20, 1863. 

GENERAL: Matters in this section have not changed much in the 
past five days. General Green still holds his position at Morgan’s 
Ferry, on the west side of the Atchafalaya, and has been reinforced 
by the detachments from the direction of Opelousas and a regiment 
from above Simsport [Simmesport], on Red River. He has between 
3,800 and 4,000 men for duty. I have been making every effort to 
draw the whole or a portion of his force to this side of the river, but 
without avail. Their location is such as to make it a difficult matter 
to cross the river in front of them; still, I think it could be done. 

In connection with Captain James P. Foster, of the Navy, I have 
arranged a plan to capture the band of marauders that make their 
headquarters at Bayou Sara. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. J. Herron, 
Major-General. 
Brigadier-General Cuartes P. Stone, 
Chief of Staff, New Orleans. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, to detail one light-draft to Commander Town- 
send’s district. 

MisstsstpPr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, September 20, 1863. 
Sir: I find it impossible to get the vessels down belonging to the 
First District. You will therefore detail one of your light-drafts, 
without delay, and send her down to report to Commander Townsend 
until I can get the vessels of the First District below. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. Gremr, 
Comdg. Fourth District, Mississippi Squadron, off Natchez. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy, commanding 
Fifth District, regarding affairs of his command. 


U.S. S. Loursvit1iz, 
Off Vicksburg, Miss., September 20, 1863. 
Sir: The carpenter shop, barges, contraband hospital and the 
Sampson have all been sent up to Skipwith’s Landing. I have also 
sent the two tugs, Thistle and Laurel. The mortar on the other 
side of the Point is now high and dry, and I think can be gotten 
on a mortar flat. The twelve old mortars which you said you in- 
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tended sending to Natchez are yet afloat by being kept sparred off. 
I shall try and anchor them far enough off the bank as to prevent 
their grounding. Acting Ensign John T. Blatchford is now in the 
temporary command of the Great Western since the death of Mr. 
[Richard] Ellis; Acting Ensign Harkins was ordered to this vessel 
from the Conestoga. The Polar Star, New National, and the Wés- 
consin No. 2 stopped at Skipwith’s Landing and took all the coal 
there, about 6,000 bushels. The Vew National had been aground 
for five days and had consumed her coal. Having but one pilot to 
move all the vessels, I could not keep an eye to the coal. There is 
now no coal in this district. I was informed a day or two since 
that a small brass piece is dry in the Yazoo, not far from the mouth. 
I shall try to get it. The magazines and shell rooms on the Great 
Western are reported in a very bad condition. I have ordered the 
carpenters to repair them. 


SxipwitnH’s Lanpine, September 23, 1863. 

T arrived here to-day in this vessel (Louisville), bringing the 
Champion No. 5 with me, having met her on her way to Vicksburg. 
We could not have stemmed the current alone. Yesterday guerrillas, 
reported from 200 to 700 strong, were reported in this vicinity on 
the Mississippi side. Mr. Duncan has had his cotton hauled to the 
bank. The carpenter’s shop and valuable barges are made fast to the 
Sampson, which is anchored in the stream near this vessel. I send 
several applications from officers; all kinds of officers are very short 
in this district. The captains of the Romeo and Marmora report 
their vessels in very bad condition. The Romeo is here and the 
Marmora is at White River by order of Captain Phelps. I have 
appointed a board of officers to survey the Romeo and report upon 
her condition. If possible, she shall be repaired here. The pumps 
have to be kept going continually. I have no coal here. The fol- 
lowing are the positions of the vessels in this district: Zowisville, 
Great Western, and Romeo, at Skipwith’s Landing; Conestoga, at 
Arkansas River; Prairie Bird, at Gaines Landing, La.; Wound City, 
at Lake Providence; Petre/, at Goodrich’s Landing. The General 
Bragg is at Helena, there not being enough water in the channel to 
let her come down. The Yorest Rose has just arrived (3 a. m.) on 
her way up. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth. District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Second District, regarding affairs of his command. 


U.S. S. Larayerrs, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., September 20, 1863. 
Sir: Since taking command of the Lafayette I have made a tour 
of my district and find everything quiet below Bayou Sara and very 
little excitement between this place and Red River, no vessels having 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 423 


been fired into since the rebels were shelled by the Champion. I 

shall continue to keep the Henwood cruising between this place and 

Donaldsonville, the Signal about Tunica and Morganza [Morgan] 

Bends. The disposition of this ship, Veosho, and Signal, I think, 

has had a beneficial influence upon the rebels, inasmuch as they have 

Be shown themselves upon the river banks since I have been down 
ere. 

On the 11th I took two rebel prisoners (a lieutenant and a private) 
whilst attempting to cross the river from Pointe Coupée to Bayou 
Sara. They both say that they have left the army, but do not care 
about leaving this part of the country until they collect some money 
which they say is coming to them in Bayou Sara. When they came 
on board, I asked them if they were willing to take the oath of alle- 
giance or parole; both refused. After being on board a week, they 
said they were willing to take either. Believing them to be a pair of 
scoundrels, I refused to grant either and have turned them over to 
General Herron, to be sent to New Orleans. 

The orders of the Treasury Department on internal traffic (to 
which you refer me in your order) are not to be found on board this 
vessel, or any other under my command, neither can I find general 
orders of the following numbers: 10, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 41, 46, 61, 85, 86, 87. 
The last, or highest number that I have received is 91. Be pleased to 
send me four Treasury orders so that I may have one for each vessel 
of this district, also the above numbers of general orders. The pay- 
master tells me that Captain Walker took away the complete list of 
all general orders and circulars—I suppose by mistake. 

I send quite a number of requisitions from the vessels of this dis- 
trict. Those from this ship are absolutely necessary, and can not 
well be done without. The requisition for money will be needed to 
pay off the men whose terms expire within the next two months (54 
in number, each one having from $150 to $200 due him). Three 
of the men’s time having expired, I have transferred them to the 
Clara Dolsen, not having the money on board to pay them off. I also 
send you the decision of a medical survey held upon two men on board 
the U.S. S. Signal. Ihave ordered the men transferred to the Clara 
Dolsen. 

On leaving Red River I took the scow with 9-inch gun down to the 
Neosho, where she will be of little service in case the Veosho has to 
move her station, as she can not manage her whilst underway on 
account of her steering apparatus. When on board, I made a 
thorough examination and find her to be a far better vessel than she 
has been represented. Her turret works admirably, revolves in thir- 
teen seconds, and can be made to revolve so slowly that you scarcely 
perceive the motion; can be trained upon an object anywhere within 
94 points. In training the guns, I found no difficulty in stopping 
her on any object I thought proper to aim at, and even when revolv- 
ing fast I could stop her so that the slightest turn either way would 
bring the guns to bear where I wished. The Kenwood is in fine order, 
and her crew in the best state of discipline of any vessel that I have 
yet visited. : 

On taking command of the Lafayette I found her one of the dirt- 
iest ships that I ever put my foot on board of, with little or no dis- 
cipline, the quarter-deck being used as a place of resort for the officers 
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to lounge about in their shirt sleeves and to play checkers. The whole 
ship is in a bad condition and requires many repairs. The spar deck 
leaks like a sieve, and in no place can you find a space 3 feet square 
that does not leak badly. The other day, in a heavy rain squall, I 
walked around the main deck to examine the leaks, and to my sur- 
prise found myself wet through before I made the tour. In several 
places I found that I could see daylight between the seams. The 
main deck is almost as bad and should be calked fore and aft. If 
you can send me a few calkers it will enable me to better her condi- 
tion materially. In case you send the calkers it will be necessary for 
them to bring five or six hundred pounds of oakum more than my 
requisition calls for. . 

I brought up the little steamer St. Mary, as ordered by you, and 
will send her by the Vew National, with four contrabands as firemen. 
Their accounts have been transferred to the Clara Dolsen. Be kind 
enough to send me a tug as soon as possible. 

The loyal citizens of Bayou Sara report a camp of guerrillas about 
45 miles back of St. Francisville, under the command of Colonel 
Scott, of Logan’s division, numbering from three to four hundred, 
and that small squads—from 10 to 15—come in to St. Francisville 
every night or two. I have two or three spies watching them, and 
have made arrangements with General Herron to capture the party 
that visits this vicinity. The two Union men that are watching them 
are willing and anxious to lead us at any time to their places of 
rendezvous. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 2d District, Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Pearce, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Mani- 
tou, regarding tug Pansy. 

U.S. 8S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 21, 1863. 
Str: I am going to send the tug Pansy to Lieutenant Commander 
Ramsay, and wish you to come up for her. She can not go down by 
herself. Her captain is not a pilot. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th District, Miss. Squadron. 


Commanpine Orricer, U.S. 8. Manitou (18). 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. 8. Navy, regarding guns. 
U. S. Tronciap Streamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., September 21, 1863. 


Apmirau: I received this morning, by the Polar Star, the 100- 
pounder Parrott rifle, which you kindly sent me. As you will see by 
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my letter accompanying the return of the Z'ssex’s battery (sent to 
you yesterday by the Vew National), you have partially anticipated 
my wishes. As it does not seem probable, from the crowd of vessels 
already there repairing, that we will get up to Cairo for a couple of 
months to come, I have concluded to ask you for a couple of [X-inch 
guns, which, with the rifle just received, will take the place of the 
army 32-pounder and the 2 Dahlgren 50-pounder rifles. If the army 
should want the supplanted guns, shall I turn them over to it? 
They would do for some of the forts the army should construct at 
Important points—Plaquemine for instance. Ihave the honor to 
remain, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rosert TowNsEnp, 
Commander, U. 8. Navy, Comdg. 1st District, Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, making enquiry reqard- 
ing the appointment of volunteer officer as member of court-mar- 
tial, 


No. 146.] U. S. Mississtppr SQuapRon, 
Fracsuie Brack Hawg, 
Cairo, Iul., September 21, 1863. 

Str: Will you please to inform me if it is allowable to appoint a 
volunteer officer to act as member of court-martial? 

The law says so many commissioned officers shall sit in judgment, 
and the regulations of the Department say that volunteer officers 
shall rank with officers of the Navy, according to the date of ap- 
pointment, etc. This would seem to justify the appointment of vol- 
unteer lieutenants, while the technicalities of law would object to the 
principle on the ground that they are not commissioned. 

It would simplify matters very much if the Department decide 
that volunteer officers can sit on a court-martial. 

I have no difficulty, generally, in raising two or three commis- 
sioned officers, but to obtain the fourth and fifth, I have to take the 
officers away from the different districts, which is not always con- 
venient. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Instructions from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, ses: Navy, to 
commanding officers of his district, before his temporary with- 


Ses U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, September 21, 1863. 


Sm: During my absence from the district, should anything occur 
which you deem of importance, and which you desire advice about, 
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write to Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, commanding Third Dis- 
trict, keep a copy of all such letters and reports for me to get on my 
trip down the river. I shall be absent about twelve days. 

Allow no cotton to be shipped unless accompanied by a well- 
vouched-for Treasury agent, or under an order from Admiral Porter. 

Army permits are not sufficient. A Treasury agent must be pres- 
ent, and they, too, need watching. Do not expose your men to the 
risk of capture. Be vigilant and active. Afford convoy to vessels 
when they need it, in manner prescribed in the admiral’s General 
Orders 67 and 84. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th District, Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign Morone (27). 
Acting Ensign O’Nerty (12). 
Acting Ensign Frreuson (1). 
Acting Master Girson, Carondelet. 
Acting Master Rocmrs, Pittsburg. 


General Order of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, for 
the commanding officers of his district, regarding permits for ship- 
ping cotton, ete. 


U.S. S. Caocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, September 21, 1863. 
GENERAL ORDER: 

The commanding officers of the gunboats in the Third District 
will not, until further orders, pay any attention to permits granted 
by Army officers to ship cotton or other produce unless they are ap- 
proved by Rear-Admiral Porter. , 

Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d District, Miss. Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting list of 
vessels of the Mississippi Squadron and their stations. 


No. 147.] Mississtppt SQuaDRON, 
Friacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Cairo, Ill., September 21, 1863. 
Sir: T have the honor to forward herewith a list of vessels belong- 
ing to this squadron, the names of their commanders, and their pres- 
ent location. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Stations of the vessels in the Mississippi Squadron, Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, 


commanding. 
Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 
EAT POR Soap een ne eke Acting Ensign John C, Morong................... Cole’s Creek. 
PNDLARAIN oie tne ee Acting Ensign Wm. W: bare BSCE ce eta --.| Cairo. 
Black Hawk soo<. 52-05 Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese...... Do. 
Bentonsece asst seees Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer Natchez. 
Brilliante. i2-55 - <5. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Chas, G. Perkins...| Ohio River. 
STOWE Seo Ses sere aoe Acting Ensign Elbert C. Van Pelt...............- Cairo. 
@hillicothe< 25.52 5..<< Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster......... Red River and Fort Adams 
RUnOGiEN oe be. coe Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay.......| Red River. 
Carondelets. «<2? <.. 2k. Acting Lieutenant J. McLeod Murphy........... Carthage. 
Conestoga........-..--- Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge. ............... Vicksburg. 
Cricketiet22 03. -- -.-| Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A. R. Langthorne..| Cairo, repairing. 
Covinpton. son .c Se. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant G. P. Lord White River. 
Clara Dolsen........... Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Scott Receiving ship, Cairo. 
Champion: .22..2..2:: Acting Master Alfred Phelps..................--- Ellis Cliffs. 
(OTA Gly Geass ne enaee Acting Mnsion He .8.O7NOUI 6. xtesss soos ea se odney 
BSH OER: 2 so- ee acs. Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps Helena. 
EXCHANGE. © a sche see sen Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. 8. Cow Islands. 
SNORE er ne te ea Commander-R. Townsend. ....-:. 2-22 222--.- =: Donaldsonville. 
orest\Roose- $2...-2.22 Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wright.......| Ellis Cliffs. 
HRIEDIR VS. eee Acne Master GiyJ. GLOVES: «ce ao ono ceo ene Ohio River. 
Hylieni(Fam) oo. 222 Ist'Master S)Codman sis i2s.. 252322522 Cairo, repairing. 
Fawn....- meee e Baten | Meter ora MLE Ng ey a ene .| Below Memphis. 


General Price... ue 
General Bragg....-..-.- 
Great, Western... ....... 
General Lyon.....-.... 
General Pillow........- 
Horner (ram) 
I aShings.. Senkc 6 i oo 
Judge Torrence........ 


LE ag eee 


DINE Ss Ss ok css ees 


Sionalt. t2cse-ea-= 2a: 
Springheld 2. .2---5-24-- 
Sti Claire sesso ees ac 
Switzerland (ram) 
NOVENCION ei: aneta sn ss 
Silversbake: 2 so2hcs 
Silver Cloud 
Sampson. .-. BA 
Tuscumbia... -.<-- 


NUTS ar Bn se oe Oe 


.| Acting Ensign Edward P. Nellis... 


| Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen... 


Lieutenant Joshua Bishop..............-..--.--- 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. F. Harnilton.. 
Pio Ri. WipBinebe fa. et hese ae eee eee 
Acting Master’s Mate James H. Rivers 
isi Master Re Dalzellies scm ses cece en ne SS 
Acting Master Wm. N. Griswold...............-- 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James F. Richard- 


son. 

Actes Haisign MK. eines). a k2 8 re a wicic 
“Acting Master John Swaney...............------ 
Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster....... 


Tientenant Geo. Mi Bache... 00 sca2-e e252 Sse 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. E. Smith........ 
ist Master. O) Retllyce sn: sence ese eee ase 
Acting Basien Nf Rennelll. ios. 22 2. 22 sees ce 
Lieutenant-Commander Byror Wilson...... ay 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John Pearce.......--. 
Acting Master Elias Rees.......-..-.------ 
Lieutenant E. W. Bartlett..........-...5..- se 
Lieutenant-Commander Fitch............-.----- 
Acne Masters. C. Bunner.). 222 - saeesiste noses 2: 
Acting Master A. M. Grant..::....---.--.- 


Acting Master John Rogers..............-..-.-.-- 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Samuel Howard.... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. P. Couthouy. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. Hoel....-- 
Acting Master’). D. Sinclair. .-....225<2--..5<2~ 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. KE. Brennand..... 
Acting Master Augustus F. Thompson..........-. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Thomas E}. Smith... 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant G. W. Brown.....-- 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John V. Johnston. . . 
Acting Master W. E. H. Fentress 
Acting Master Wit. Tt. Wels... a2. nome ae 222 
Acting Ensign Robert Wilkinson 
Acting Ensign Amasa C. Sears....-..-.---------- 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Cyreneus Dominy. - 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant T. B. Gregory..-..-- 
Acting Master George W. Foutty 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Ellet.........-- 

Acting Master Thomas Baldwin..........------- 
SA CHA SAEMMSIS TIN CaCO OVIOn 4 ae see sare oe eee eee 
Acting Master A. F. Thompson.....--- 


Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk......... 


-| Lieutenant-Commander James M. Prichett....... 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Goudy.....---.-- 


ve Up 


.| Cairo, repairing. 


Helena. 

Lake Providence. 
Dispatch boat. 
Guard boat. 


_..| Used oe 
White River. 


Natchez. 


Memphis. 
Ohio River. 
Baton Rouge. 
Bayou Sara. 


_..| Skipwith’s Landing, 


Above Fort Pillow. 
White River. 
Repairing. 

Cairo, repairing. 


-| Milliken’s Bend. 


Ellis Cliffs. 


-| Mouth of Arkansas. 


Greenville. 
Ohio River. 
Island No. 10. 


-| Below. 


White River. 
Morgan Bend. 


-| Below Ellis Clifts. 


Cairo. 
Grand Gulf. 
Skipwith’s Landing. 
Cypress Bend. 
Repairing. 
Getting ready for service. 
White River. 

D 


0. 

Natchez. 

Memphis. 

Cow Islands. 

Ohio River. 

Port Hudson. 

Below Donaldsonville. 
Do. 

Repairing. 

Laid up. 

Ohio River. 

Plum Point. 

Skip with’s Landing. 

Memphis. 

Cairo, repairing. 


Donaldsonville. 
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General order of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, granting per- 
mission for the transportation of cotton and other products. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hoagrs. DrPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
No. 57. Vicksburg, Miss., September 22, 1863. 

All actual residents within this department, well disposed to the 
Government of the United States, will hereafter be permitted to 
bring into military post or station on the Mississippi River, cotton 
or other Southern products of which they are the bona fide owners, 
and on the permits of the military commander of such posts or sta- 
tions, or the local provost-marshals thereof, ship the same to 
Memphis, Tenn., or New Orleans, La., for sale on their own account. 

All cotton belonging to the States in rebellion, to the Confederate 
States, or to persons in arms against the United States, will be 
seized for the benefit of Government and disposed of under exist- 
ing orders. 

No person or persons speculating in cotton will be permitted to 
remain in this department south of Helena, Ark., and all persons 
south of the latter place against whom there are, or may be, reason- 
able grounds of suspicion that they are so engaged, either directly 
or indirectly, will be regarded as unauthorized persons and sent 
beyond the limits of the department. 

By order of Major-General U.S. Grant. 

Jno. A. Raw tins, 
Brigadier-General and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
telegram from the commanding officer of the U. 8. S. Springfield, 
regarding delay at Shawneetown, Ohio River. 


U. S. S. Moosz, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, September 22, 1863. 

Str: Enclosed I forward a copy of a telegram just received from 
Acting Ensign Watson, commanding the U.S. S. Springfield. 

Probably the Springfield did not have a flat or lighter to light 
her over. I think she can be lightened up to about 25 inches, 
though I am not positive. 

I have telegraphed Acting Ensign Watson to get a lighter, make 
the boat as light as possible, and see what can be done then, and for 
him to let you know the result. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircn, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
[Enclosure—T'elegram. ] 


Evansvitin, September 22, 1863. 
I have just returned from Shawneetown Bar after being there 
two days, unable to get over. There is but 25 inches water on the 
bar for over 200 yards; this vessel draws 30 inches. 
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My chimneys want some repairs; they are about to fall down. 
What shall Ido? eee ies 
Jos. Watson, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding U. 8. 8. Springfield. 


Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrcu, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
the seizure and release of steamer Sweden. 


U. S. 8. Conestoga, 
Off Napoleon, September 22, 1863. 

Sir: On Wednesday evening, September 16. I overhauled the small 
steamer Sweden off Yerger’s plantation, opposite Island No. 76, and 
seized her for violation of naval and military rules in landing with- 
out the presence of a gunboat. 

T enclose the sworn testimony of her captain. 

I found afterward she was in the employ of Lacy and Leftwich, 
who have permission to ship certain amounts of cotton from this 
neighborhood, whose permit 1s approved by vourself. 

As Mr. Lacy disclaimed any intention of wrongdoing, and as I 
found he had been in the habit of reporting at White River where 
he was going, I released the Sweden, subject to your approval. 

I would hke very much to change my stern gun (a 32-pounder) 
for a 30-pounder Parrott. It would be a more effective gun and, 
being much lighter, it would help to increase the Conestoga’s speed. 

I have three or four men who have been on the service since the 
war whose families reside not far from Cairo. Could you give me 
permission to grant them a furlough for three weeks? 

Whilst we were down at Red River the Marine Brigade landed 
at Bolivar and committed numerous unnecessary depredations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Chief Engineer King, U. S. Navy, regarding trial trip of 
U.S. 8. Ozark. 


Sr. Louts, Mo., September 22, 1863. 

Sir: In compliance with your order of the 16th instant to witness 
the trial trip of the gunboat Ozark, I have to report that I repaired on 
board the vessel on Friday at 2 p. m. for that purpose. At 2 o’clock 
thirty-seven minutes the boat left the landing and steamed up the 
river about 14 miles and returned to the place from which she started 
at 4 o’clock forty-five minutes. During this time the steam varied in 
pressure from 100 pounds to 105 pounds per square inch, and the 
revolutions of the engines from 70 to 84 per minute. ‘The crank pins 
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and some of the thrust bearings became hot, one of the exhaust pipes 
parted, and the frames of the engines worked so badly on their fas- 
tenings, together with the yieldings of the bottom of the vessel, that 
the engines were not worked to their maximum speed; moreover, the 
boilers leaked so badly as to fill the engine-room with steam. 

To-day a second attempt was made in a like manner, and the engines 
operated for about one hour and fifty-five minutes, during which 
time the steam varied from 80 pounds to 125 pounds per square inch, 
and the revolutions of the engines from 80 to 112 per minute, but the 
results were essentially the same as on the first trip. 

The engines are not secure on their fastenings, and the bottom of 
the boat yields to the motion of the engines. So serious is this that 
it is unsafe to work the engines to their maximum speed for even a 
short period of time, and the more they are worked the greater the 
evil becomes. In addition to this I have to report the following- 
named defects: The heater is not half the capacity usually made and 
necessary for efficient working, and it is too low in the vessel. 

The reversing gear works entirely unsatisfactorily; crank pins all 
heat, and are not provided with permanent oil cups that can be used 
when the engines are working; eccentric straps all heat; also some of 
the thrust bearings; exhaust pipes are too small, badly made, and 
all leak in the joints; bevel wheel wood cogs are loose, and one broken; 
cylinder heads are not sufficiently secured to cylinders, and they leak ; 
valves are required on outboard end of cold-water supply pipes; the 
deck or hand pump for supplying boilers is too small; larger waste- 
water cocks are required to the cylinders, with pipes to the bilge; 
draining cocks to the steam chests and supply pipes are necessary; 
leaks on top of boilers are not all stopped. 

The contract provides as follows: “The entire responsibility is to 
rest with the contractors, who shall make their own general and 
working drawings and arrange and proportion the details in such 
a manner as they may deem best calculated to secure the most suc- 
cessful operation, vigorously adhering to the specifications.” Again: 
“The parties of the first part do hereby guarantee the following 
points, namely, first, a successful and satisfactory operation of every 
part of the machinery and appurtenances during the trial of seventy- 
two consecutive hours under steam of the maximum pressure that the 
boilers can be made to furnish, not exceeding 140 pounds per square 
inch above the atmosphere, during which time the lubrication is to be 
thorough and easy, the journals free from heating, the stationary 
parts free from working or motion on their fastenings, and the whole 
performance of such a character as to demonstrate the satisfactory 
strength, reliability, and practical efficiency and durability of the 
entire machinery.” 

As soon as all the defects are remedied, and the machinery made to 
comply with the conditions named in the above second clause of the 
contract, I will obey your order in seeing that the engines are oper- 
ated seventy-two consecutive hours at their maximum speed. Until 
then it is useless to waste time in attempts to run them. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. Kine, 
Chief Engineer, U. S. Navy. 
Commodore J. B. Huty. U.S. Navy, 
Superintending. 
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Report of Acting Chief Engineer Bickerstaff, U. 8. Navy, forward- 
ing torpedo taken from Yazoo River. 


U.S. S. Grear Western, 
Skipwith’s Landing, September 23, 1863. 
Sir: In obedience to your order, the torpedo taken from Yazoo 
River by Lieutenant-Commander Walker I forward to you by U.S.S. 
New National. 
I am, your obedient servant, 
Samu. BickerstarFr, 
Acting Chief Engineer. 
Rear Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Catro, Lil. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding 
certain vessels of his command and requesting leave of absence. 


U.S. S. Lovtsvitte, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, September 23, 1863. 
Sir: I herewith forward three communications in relation to the 
Marmora and Romeo. As they have been kept afloat and can be kept 
afloat indefinitely, I have decided to await your further orders in 
relation to them. The Great Western is in a very bad condition 
from old age. I to-day transferred Acting Ensign P. R. Starr to 
this vessel from the Great Western on account of his being very dis- 
agreeable to his messmates. I sent Acting Ensign Thomas Gibson 
from this vessel in his place. If I can be spared, and you will permit 
me, I should like to take my wife home, as [she] is and has been 
very ill ever since her arrival down here. I live midway between 
Cairo and St. Louis, and would return by the first boat passing our 
landing bound down. I regret exceedingly feeling myself bound to 
make this application. If Captain Selfridge has gone, I feel I can 
not leave. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Pettey, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Romeo, of the arrival of that vessel at Skipwith’s Landing in a 
leaky condition. 


U. S. S. Romeo, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, September 23, 1863. 
Str: I was ordered to this place (Skipwith’s Landing) to report 
to you for repairs. On coming down White River we ran onto 
a snag, and started the ship to leaking very badly, so much so that 
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it takes about one-half of the ship’s crew to keep her afloat. On 
arriving here I reported the facts to Acting Ensign Blatchford 
and expressed my unwillingness to go any farther, unless expressly 
ordered (he being my senior) by him to do so. 

This place being menaced by the rebels, I have got the vessel in a 
position to assist in its protection, and respectfully await your orders 
in the premises. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J; B. Perrey, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, 
Commanding Fifth District, Mississippi Squadron. 


Raid upon telegraph station opposite Donaldsonville, La., September 
23, 1863. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. §. Navy, commanding First District. 


U. S. Ironcitap Sreamer Esspx, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., September 24, 1863. 

Apmtrat: I have the honor to inform you that yesterday morn- 
ing, a little before 2 o’clock, the telegraph station opposite Donald- 
sonville was surprised by guerrillas, who carried off the whole guard, 
consisting of a captain and 10 cavalrymen and the telegraph oper- 
ator. The whole party were surprised in their beds before they 
could give an alarm. Hearing an unusual noise ashore, I sent an 
officer with orders to approach within hail of the station and enquire 
into the cause of the disturbance. He was informed as if by our 
own people that “some guerrillas were at the Bringier plantation, 
and they were going down after them.” The explanation seemed 
satisfactory, as I could not imagine that an officer would establish 
himself in an enemy’s country without keeping a sentry over his 
camp. It seems he had a vidette on the levee road, some 2 or 3 
miles above him, and another one about the same distance below, 
but no lookout about his camp. The guerrillas (some 50 to 100 
in number) came in by a plantation road between him and his 
lower vidette. Alarmed, probably by the stir aboard the Essea, 
they hurried off with their prisoners and but three horses, leaving 
considerable valuable military property untouched and the telegraph 
instrument uninjured. 

Last evening, about 10 o’clock, we had a willful false alarm from 
the same quarter. We were hailed and informed that the guerrillas 
had returned and were in the camp. JI at once opened with shell 
and shrapnel upon the designated spot. Colonel Fiske followed suit 
from Fort Butler. Our fire elicited only some half dozen shots in 
reply. Following the specific directions from shore, we continued 
for some little time to fire upon the mythical rebels in retreat. The 
affair seemed as singular as the surprise of the preceding night, and 
I concluded to cease firing. An hour or so later I learned that the 
alarm was the willful act of three drunken sergeants. The culprits 
are now prisoners in the fort. We aimed to avoid the houses; thus 
our fire caused no injury to the inhabitants, but their alarm was 
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excessive. They will not be likely to invite guerrilla raids, as it is 
rumored they did on the late occasion. 
[ have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rozert Townsenn, 
Commander, U. 8S, Navy, Comdg. 1st District, Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, Aid-de-Camp. 


New Orveans, September 23, 1863—10.30 p.m. 
I have the honor to leave copy of telegram just received: 


DONALDSONVILLE, via Bonnet Carré. 

The rebel cavalry, 200 or 300 strong, made a descent on Captain Metcalf’s 
company, Fourteenth New York Cavalry, last night at 1 o’clock, opposite this 
place. They were completely surprised. Captain Metcalf and about 10 men, 
and also Mr. Allen, the telegraph operator, were taken prisoners. Do not know 
how many were taken up the river on telegraph line. Will write you particu- 
lars as soon as I get them. Have saved all papers and instrument belonging to 
telegraph office. 

W. O. Fiske, Colonel, Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. D. SmitH. 

We also have information at headquarters defenses of New Or- 
leans that about 1,500 mounted men are in that region. This having 
to be sent to Bonnet Carré before.telegraphing here, accounts for 
the late hour of receipt. JI know nothing that I can do this evening, 
but if you wish to see me any time to-night, your servant will find 
me at 19 Rampart Street, this side of Canal. 

Your obedient servant, 
W. D. Suitn, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


General STONE. 


Report of board of survey on condition of U. 8S. 8S. Romeo. 


U. S. S. Great WeEsTERN, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, September 24, 1863. 
Str: In obedience to your order, we have held a strict and impar- 
tial survey on the hull and machinery of the U. S. S. Romeo. On 
going on board we found from 13 to 14 inches water in her hold, 
holes cut in her deck to admit three coal-barge pumps, together with 
one small hand pump. Called the tug Lawrel alongside and got her 
siphon pump to work to try and find her leak, and found the leak 
of such a nature that it would be impossible to repair her without 
going on the dry dock. The steam capstan needs an entire new set 
of gearing and the machinery needs a general overhauling. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. Bickrrstarr, 
Chief Engineer. 
JoHN T. BLATCHFORD, 
Acting Ensign. 
Ezra Lawyer, 
Acting Chief Carpenter. 
Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, 
Commanding Fifth District Mississippi Squadron. 
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General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, restricting the 
landing of officers at places not under control of U.S. troops. 


GENERAL ORDER, U. S. Mississtrerr SQUADRON, 
No. 92. Flagship Black Hawk, September 24, 1863. 


No officer belonging to this squadron fexconunn: by order of com- 
manders of districts) will ever be permitted to go on shore at any 
place under any circumstances unless such place is under the control 
of United States troops and actually occupied by the same; and it 
will be the duty of any senior officer to report to me any infraction 
of this rule. 

No boats, except those of commanders of districts, will ever be 
permitted to leave the vessel while patrolling or to tie to the bank ; 
and it will be the duty of commanders of districts to arrest at once 
any offender or officer disobeying this order. 

Notwithstanding the numerous orders I have given to avoid cap- 
tures by an active enemy, three or four mishaps have occurred, owing 
to a positive disobedience of orders, for which the parties concerned 
will be proceeded against when they come within my jurisdiction. 

This order alludes particularly to Acting Master Fentress, com- 
manding U.S. 8. Rattler, who recklessly and in positive disobedience 
of orders went on shore at Rodney to church unarmed and permitted 
himself to be captured. 

Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadr on. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the U. S. 8. Juliet. 


U.S. Nava Sration, 
Memphis, Tenn., September 24, 1863. 
Srr: Your order of the 19th instant, directing me to inform you 
when the Julet arrives here, has just been recely ed. 
1 informed you a few days since of her arrival, and also enclosed 
for your approval a list of repairs required, with the estimated cost. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandant. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Watson, U. 8S. Navy, commanding USS: 
Ra tae regarding the grounding of that vessel in the Ohio 
wer 
U.S. S. Sprinerievp, 
Ohio River, September 26, 1863. 
Sir: I have been aground at Battery Rook forty hours, atl have 
just got off. I have got all my stores and everything that can be 
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taken off in a lighter. I will get down; it may take three or four 
days yet. Iwill start down at daylight in the morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, ; Jos. Watson, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding U.S. S. Springfield. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy, com- 
manding Fifth District. 


U.S. S. Lovrisvitir, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, September 26, 1863. 
Sir: I have ordered the Great Western back to Goodrich’s Landing, 
as perfect health has been restored, and the Petrel to look out from 
Worthington’s Point to Greenville. For the want of anchors all the 
barges, sloops, and the Sampson have to lie at the bank, which, I fear, 
is attended with some considerable degree of danger. I shall get 
them out in the stream as soon as possible after getting some 700 or 
1,000 pound anchors. I sent the Champion No. 5 down to Vicksburg 
to raise the mortar flat and bring it up, that it may be repaired, and 
the mortar (at the point) placed on board, also, to endeavor to get 
the brass piece out of the Yazoo. There are two very fine empty 
barges here, but the Polar Star can not take them up for the want of 
coal, of which we have none here. The nights being very cool, and the 
fog heavy and damp, it has appeared necessary to protect the me- 
chanics from sickness by making some alterations in their department 
on board the Sampson. The alterations consist in widening their 
sleeping, eating, and cooking apartments, besides closing the cracks 
and holes in them. The carpenters, calkers, and joiners now occupy 
the contraband hospital, as you ordered. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Sth District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Licutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding Siath District, regarding the vessels of his command, 


U. S. Gunzoat Hastinas, 
Cairo, September 27, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 20th inst. and of your general order in relation to steamers found 
in distress. 

T left White River on Wednesday last to look after affairs along 
the Mississippi, where firing into steamers had several times been 
reported. I first went to Little Rock to see General Steele and ar- 
range for the better transportation of supplies for his forces to 
Devall’s Bluff. 

Acting Lieutenant Commanding Goudy remains senior officer in 
White River, and Acting Lieutenant Commanding Lord is at the 
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mouth of the river, where it seems necessary that an officer of some 
character should be station just at this time, as, since the occupation 
of Little Rock, deserters, refugees, speculators, etc., are thronging to 
that point. 

The officer commanding the Marmora is not a suitable person for 
the occasion, and I am constrained to report that in my opinion he is 
not qualified to command a gunboat. 

A small force of rebels had fired upon steamers at Laconia. I sent 
the Fastport to lay for a while in that vicinity. The Covington’s 
boilers are in such condition that it is unsafe for her to run longer. 
The Linden I was obliged to order to Memphis for repairs on her 
boilers. 

The Juliet will be repaired by the latter part of this week, and I 
have ordered her to proceed to White River to assist in convoying. I 
have also sent the “awn for the same duty, and she will relieve the 
Queen City. 

The Naumkeag, Fawn, and Juliet will be light enough to continue 
convoying, and I think such a vessel as the Zawah should remain at 
Devall’s Bluff. 

The Covington, as soon as repaired, can resume her station, and the 
Queen City will so do at once on arrival of the Fawn. 

A diligent search by cavalry fails to find any traces of a battery 
above Osceola, as reported by General Hurlbut, and I have therefore 
sent the Robb to take the station of the Vew Hra and to finish the 
collection of iron about the wreck of the floating battery, while the 
New Era remains for the present in place of the Fawn. 

The Linden is light enough to assist in the duty of convoying in 
White River. When that stream is to its lowest point the transports 
that can navigate it will carry but hght freights and must make fre- 
quent trips. One day’s rain I found had rendered the wagon roads 
of Arkansas nearly impassable for heavy teams. 

The Aey West had been up on the 19th inst. to as high as Birming- 
eee e the Tennessee, and found 33 feet of water on the Chain [of 

ocks]. 

The stations I propose temporarily for the gunboats are as follows: 

Robb, Island [No.] 10 and vicinity; Vew Hra, New Madrid to Ash- 
port; Silver Cloud, Fort Pillow to Memphis; Linden, repairing at 
Memphis, to go to White River; Exchange, between Memphis and 
Nery ; Bragg, at Helena; Hastport, about Islands [No.] 70 and 

Oecd: 

Queen City, between Islands [No.] 62 and [No.] 70; Covington, 
mouth of White River, till another commander is assigned to Mar- 
mora, then to proceed to Memphis for repairs. 

Fawn, Juliet, Naumkeag, convoying in White River. Tawah, 
to remain at Devall’s Bluff. 

There are two prisoners on board this vessel belonging to Mc- 
Gehee’s company of guerrillas and captured by Captain Langthorne 
at Augusta, Ark. There are also three good horses captured in the 
vicinity of Des Are. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHetps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Master Sinclair, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Petrel, regarding prisoners taken at Greenville, Miss., September 
28, 1863. 

U.S. 8. Perret, 
Skipwith’s Landing, October 21, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 9th instant, I respectfully 
submit the following statement in relation to the 10 men, horses, 
mules, etc., that were taken on board of this vessel the 28th day of 
September, 1863: 

28th of September, when off Greenville, a man was seen on the 
bank of the river waving his hand. I ordered the boat to be lowered, 
and told executive officer, Mr. M. E. Flanigan, to man the boat, arm, 
himself and boat’s crew, go on shore and see what the above man 
wanted. Mr. Flanigan did go on shore, came back and reported to 
me that the above man wished to go to Memphis and that there were 
9 others on horseback in Greenville, and that I could take them if I 
would not hurt them. I told Mr. Flanigan to go back and say to the 
above man that I would take them all on board as prisoners, together 
with their horses, etc., and of course would not hurt them, but would 
send them to Cairo the first opportunity. Mr. Flanigan returned to 
the shore and told this man. 

I then ordered 8 or 10 men to get their muskets and form in line 
on the boiler deck; that I believed those men on shore were guerrillas, 
and that Greenville was and had been a very bad place for such 
people. I then told the pilot to run in alongside of the bank. When 
this vessel got alongside of the bank 10 men assembled on the levee, 
mounted on horses and mules, bearing arms and a very small white 
flag. I told them to lay down their arms and that I would take them 
on board as prisoners, together with their things and send them to 
Cairo. The above 10 prisoners did say to me that they were glad to 
be taken as prisoners, as they were tired of the rebel service. 

After they came on board I asked them if they knew of any more 
rebels or guerrillas in or about Greenville. They did say to me that 
they had left 30 a few miles back in the country, and that they were 
breaking up in small parties. 

I took it for granted that they surely were guerrillas and this is 
the reason why J called them guerrillas. 

I then told the pilot to sheer the vessel out in the river, and run 
up Mississippi. When out in the river I said to Mr. Flanigan that I 
thought it would be a good plan to fire two starboard guns, as they 
had been loaded some time; also that it might give notice to the 
other 30 rebels who were back of Greenville, and that it might bring 
them in. The prisoners also stated that if the 80 men who were 
back in the country knew of a gunboat being close by, that they would 
come in to Greenville. When this vessel was well out in the river, I 
ordered Mr. Flanigan to have gun’s crew go to quarters and attend 
to the firing of the two starboard guns, and when fired off, to have 
the guns well cleaned and washed out. The firearms that were taken 
on board were carried aft on the boiler deck, and when handling, one 
of the shot guns went off, shot nine holes through the cabin deck, 
breaking two cabin lamps, breaking the left lock and bending the 
muzzle. I thought that it was not worth sending to Cairo. One of 
the saddles was left by mistake. I will send the gun and saddle up 
on the New National. 
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First of October I sent prisoners, horses, mules, etc., on board of 
John Warner, in charge of George Britton, second assistant engineer, 
and finding Colonel Sage on board of the Warner, Lasked his assistance 
in guarding these prisoners to Cairo, and to keep a sharp lookout for 
them in case they might set the boat on fire, as they were not to be 
trusted. Colonel Sage said that he would do so with pleasure. Such 
is the fact, and to the best of my recollection. 

Tam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
James D. Srnciarr, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Daviw D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
arrival at Memphis for repairs of U.S. steamers Linden and Forest 
Rose. 


U. S. Nava Stratton, 
Memphis, Tenn., September 29, 1863. 
Sir: The gunboats Linden and Forest Rose have arrived at this 
yard for repairs. I have had detailed statements of the work re- 
quired on each vessel and also the estimated cost made out, which I 
enclose for your approval. 
I have only about 1,000 bushels of coal at this station. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandant. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Highth District, giving the positions of the vessels under his com- 
mand. 


U. S. S. Mooss, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, September 30, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the positions of the vessels of the 
Eighth District, as follows: 

Fairplay, at Louisville, bound by shoal water. 

Silver Lake, at Evansville, patrol from Scuffletown Bar to Shaw- 
neetown Bar; at present not moving. 

Springfield, ordered to report to you at Cairo. 

Brilliant, at Henderson, Ky., patrol from Evansville to Shawnee- 
town and below; at present not moving. 

St. Clair, ordered to report to you at Cairo. 

Moose, Cincinnati; just returned from Louisville. 

Reindeer, Cincinnati; just returned from Madison, Ind. 

Victory, Cincinnati. 
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In consequence of the present very low water and scarcity of coal 
the boats do not move, only occasionally when necessity requires. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, } 
Lr Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Action near Morganza, La., on Bayou Fordoche, September 29, 1863. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy,.regarding cooperation of 
his command. 
U. S. S. Lararerre, 
Morganza, September 30, 1863. 


Sir: Yesterday the advanced guard of General Dana was attacked 
by General Green, some 5 or 6 miles from Morganza, and we lost 
about 450 men in prisoners, killed, and wounded. 

I immediately went up to Morganza with the Kenwood to coop- 
erate with General Dana, and the arrival of the gunboats was hailed 
by their forces with perfect delight. 

On the following day I moved up the Lafayette, and have no doubt 
by this means the enemy were deterred from attacking General Dana 
in his position at Morganza as they had about four brigades to do 
it with, while our forces did not amount to more than 1,500. I shall 
return to-morrow with the Lafayette to Bayou Sara, leaving the 
Signal and Neosho at Morganza. 

We have captured here and in Morganza about 8 or 10 prisoners— 
1 major, 1 captain, and 1 lieutenant, which I have turned over to 
the general commanding at Morganza. Everything below Bayou 
Sara is quiet. Scott, the guerrilla, is still outside of Bayou Sara, 
doing pretty much as he pleases, but gives the Lafayette a wide 
berth. It is his men that I have been capturing. 

IT am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
James P. Fosrer, 
Lieut. Commander, Commanding Second District. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Major-General Dana, U. S. Army. 


Moreanza, La., September 29, 1863—8 p. m. 


Str: The advanced force stationed at Bayou Fordoche was at- 
tacked about noon to-day on all sides simultaneously by General 
Green, with probably three brigades. The cavalry escaped, but the 
Nineteenth Iowa and Twenty-sixth Indiana, amounting to about 500 
men, with two guns, were captured. They are reported to have 
made a gallant defense and to have suffered greatly. I have taken 
some prisoners, including a colonel. 

NJ Ae Dana, 


Major-General, 


Brigadier-General Cuartms P. Stone, 
Chief of Staff [to Maj. Gen. Banks]. 
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Extracts from report of Brigadier-General Green, C. 8. Army. 


Heapquarters Forces on ArcHarauaya, La., 
Camp McBride, La., October 2, 1863. 


Masor: I have the honor herewith to tender a full report of the 
action on September 29 at the Fordoche Bridge and Mrs. Sterling’s 
place, on the Fordoche, 6 miles from Morganza. 

% * * * * * % 

At daylight on the morning of the 29th the troops were ready for 
the march. *> == "* 

The sections of artillery united at the bridge, and the whole com- 
mand proceeded with great rapidity toward the house (Mrs. Ster- 
ling’s). Majors Boone and Rountree made a dashing charge upon 
the enemy’s cavalry, drawn up in line of battle near the house, and 
scattered them with such effect that they were not seen afterwards, 
having retreated through a lane and turn-rows to a road leading 
around the rear of plantations, which was unknown to me. 

During these transactions the firing from the rear continued with 
slight interruptions, and Major Boone was ordered to take his own 
command and Rountree’s battalion and charge the enemy at Mrs. 
Sterling’s, which he did most gallantly, charging the enemy’s battery 
and receiving two severe wounds. This charge closed the fight, the 
enemy surrendering in detachments as they retreated and were over- 
taken by our troops. 

The result of this victory consists of 4833 noncommissioned officers 
and privates and 29 officers prisoners, two 10-pounder Parrott guns 
in fine order, with caissons complete, 2 new ambulances, and 1 hos- 
pital wagon, new, filled with medical stores, and 2 stand of regi- 
mental colors belonging to the Nineteenth Iowa and Twenty-sixth 
Indiana Volunteers. Many small arms and accounterments were 
saved, and every man with an inferior weapon was supplied with 
a good and efficient one. 

* * Bo * * * * 
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THoMAS GREEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Major Louis Busu, 

Asst. Adjt. General, Subdistrict Southwestern Louisiana. 


Losses sustained in action (taken from list enclosed). 


Officers. Men. 
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding coopera- 
tion requested by Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, in Berwick 
Bay, La. 

No. 155.] Misstssipr1 SQUADRON, 

Flagship, Black Hawk, Cairo, October 1, 1863. 
Str: I have received a communication from General Banks, through 
one of his aids, Captain Dunham, asking me to send some light-draft 
vessels to Berwick Bay by sea. This is simply an impossibility, as 
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these vessels would not live ten minutes in a seaway made by a top- 
gallant breeze. They are fragile vessels with one-quarter and three- 
quarter inch iron on them, and drawing only 30 inches of water. 
The first roll—everything on them above deck would go overboard, 
and the first time they pitched they would break in two. 

They will do very well along this river, where it is perfectly 
smooth, but I would be considered insane were I to send them out- 
side. General Banks also complains that the river is unprotected be- 
low New Orleans, and, from what Captain Dunham informs me, fears 
that some of the rebel pirates may attempt to pass the forts; he 
wishes the ironclads sent there. 

As this was within the limits of Admiral Farragut’s command, I 
informed the general that I thought Commodore Bell was the proper 
person to attend to it. 

The ironclads in this river are so disposed that in forty-eight hours 
I can have every one in New Orleans, and in twenty hours after a ves- 
sel is telegraphed from the bar I can have the /’ssew, Lafayette, Choc- 
- taw, Chillicothe, Osage, and Neosho below New Orleans. 

There is a telegraph from New Orleans to Donaldsonville, and a 
fast light-draft there to pass the word to the next station. 

If I were to remove a single vessel from their stations the pas- 
sage of transports would be stopped, for the army are at. present 
doing nothing to break the guerrillas up, and as we convoy every- 
thing past dangerous points the guerrillas keep clear of our guns. | 

I have a force of gunboats at or near the mouth of Red River 
ready to enter the moment there is a rise in the river, and they will 
work their way to Berwick Bay through the bayous of the Atcha- 
falaya. 

The late catastrophe at Sabine Pass should be a lesson to us how 
we send certain classes of vessels on hazardous expeditions, where, 
if there is a failure, the Navy will bear the blame; if successful, the 
Army will reap the credit. 

I trust in this matter that my professional knowledge, a perfect 
knowledge of the coast outside, and my information in regard to 
the internal navigation, will bear me out in not encouraging General 
Banks to expect me to comply. I stated all the objections to him, 
end he can not help being satisfied. As to New Orleans, Commodore 
Bell has force enough there to destroy twice the number of rebels 
afloat, and they would not risk themselves near that city. General 
Banks tried one of the river steamers, stronger than any I have, at 
sea, and she soon went to pieces. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviw D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmwron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 


General report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding 
First District. 


U. S. Ironciap STEAMER Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., October 1, 1863. 


Apmtrat: I have the honor to inform you of the arrival, this day, 
of the light-draft steamers St. Clair and Argosy, which you have 
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temporarily assigned to the First Division of your squadron. I have 
also to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of Septem- 
ber 20. 

I am happy to say that the report that reached you of the capture 
of a transport below Donaldsonville is altogether unfounded. I do 
not know how it could have originated. 

The S¢. Clair and Argosy reach me with but a scant supply of 
coal, each having but enough for about thirty-six hours’ full steam- 
ing. The Z’ssea has been subsisting on the 3,000 to 3,500 bushels, 
the remnant that reached us of the first barge load that you sent 
down, and has but about 800 bushels remaining. This will last us, 
with banked fires, from fifteen to twenty days. I doubt not your 
provident thoughtfulness has already dispatched coal barges to sup- 
ply the wants of the lower divisions, and I hope ere long to receive 
enough coal to keep the St. Clair and Argosy in active service patrol- 
ling the First District. Meanwhile, feeling that the patrol should 
commence at once, I have already dispatched the St. Clair to New 
Orleans, including in my instructions to Acting Volunteer Lieu- 
tenant Commanding Gregory such extracts from your letter of the 
20th ultimo as are pertinent to the case. - Next week I will send the 
Argosy on the same tour; and when a supply of coal arrives I will 
arrange it so that the waters of the First District of your command 
will be passed over by a gunboat, either up or down, every other 
day. Will you please inform me whether this arrangement will meet 
the requirements of the case and situation? 

T have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ropert TowNseEnp, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, Comdg. Ist Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porrmr, U. 8S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding Fifth District. a) 
U.S. S. Loutsvin1tez, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, Miss., October 1, 1863. 

Sir: Everything is quiet in this neighborhood. I am getting off 
the Sam Gaty, sunk just above us, all the Government property I 
can get out. She is sunk to her boiler deck. The Champion can do 
nothing toward saving her. The /ke Hammitt arrived with one 
barge of coal, containing about 4,000 bushels. J detained the coal, 
as there was not one bushel in the district. The Diana (transport), 
going on dispatch business for General Grant, broke down 9 miles 
above. I had her towed down, and repaired her at an expense of 
nearly $700. The R. Campbell, Jr., was burned on the 28th near or 
below Goodrich’s, the work of guerrillas getting on board as 
passengers. 

Paymaster Skelding, of the Petre/, has been absent since the 29th 
of July. He was granted one month’s leave. The transport Warner 
just passed and asked me to go to Vicksburg with the Sampson to 
patch boilers for several broken-down transports. Not having any 
coal, and having as much as we can attend to ourselves, I declined. 
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I would respectfully request an appointment for Mr. George G. 
Thomas as an acting master’s mate. Mr. Thomas is from Minne- 
sota, 22 years of age, and of a good character. I would request he be 
ordered to this vessel. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth Miss. District. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrnr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{ Endorsement. ] 


Your letter, ete., has been received. You will not leave with the 
Sampson to go anywhere to repair transports. We have as much as 
we can do to repair our own boats. Nor will you let transports have 
coal. How did the Connor No. 2 get coal, and what amount? 


General report ef Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding 
First District, regarding affairs of his command. 


U. S. Ironcuap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., October 2, 1863. 

Apmirau: Although I have already replied to your letter of the 
20th ultimo, I beg leave again to refer to it, that I may speak of two 
or three things mentioned therein. During the whole time we have 
been stationed here I have had a sharp lookout kept on every passing 
steamer; and all that have stopped have been regularly boarded. I 
had thought, and spoken to the officers, of the possibility of such 
an attempt as you suggest might be made—a captured and seem- 
ingly peaceful transport surprising and boarding a gunboat. I be- 
lieve the Z’ssex to be well prepared against any such contingencies, 
and I have sent extracts from your letter, comprising your sug- 
gestions and warnings, to the commanders of the St. Clair and the 
Argosy. In obedience to your instructions, I shall frequently in- 
spect the vessels under my command, and will endeavor, I trust 
successfully, to bring them up to the man-of-war standard; at least 
as far as their efficiency is concerned. 

My letter of August 9, from Madame Segur’s plantation, will 
have assured you that I do not feel myself bound by red tape to my 
own district when I can best do service by going out of it. I am 
too well acquainted with your broad and catholic views to fear that 
I will incur your displeasure by assuming any responsibility that 
properly, though unexpectedly, devolves upon me. (By the way, I 
have lately learned that the above letter, left aboard the Kenwood 
for transmission, only went forward to you by the Vew National.) 

Your general order regarding disabled steamers reminds me to 
speak of the Hannibal. She is sunk to her guards, near the left 
bank, just around the first point above Donaldsonville. Until all 
her freight was removed Colonel [William O.] Fiske, First Lout- 
siana (white) Infantry, kept a company aboard of her; a small guard 
still remains. She is within easy range (about 3,100 yards) of our 
100-pounder rifle, and can be reached even by our [X-inch guns. I 
have been prepared to open a fire which would enfilade the point and 
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cut off approach to her in case she should be attacked. Meanwhile, 
we would be getting underway to proceed ns and closely cover her. 
Now that you have sent me the two light-draft steamers, I will detail 
one to lie off the Hannibal until her captain returns from St. Louis 
with instructions as to her final disposition. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Rozert TowNnsEnD, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, Comdg. Ist Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to W. W. Greene, esq., 
regarding assistance ordered for the steamer Hannibal. 


Misstsstpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 3, 1863. 

Sir: Your communication of 29th ultimo was handed me by 
Captain Terrel. 

I have directed the Champion No. 5 to go to the aid of the Han- 
nibal. There is a gunboat now with her that will guard her until she 
is afloat and in order. There is no remuneration required; the Navy 
is always willing and ready to aid vessels in distress when it will 
not interfere with the duties required by the Government. 

Very respectfully, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
W. W. Greene, Esq., 
St. Louis, Mo. 


{[Telegram. ] 


Carro, It, October 3, 1863. 
I have a telegraphic dispatch from General Halleck for General 
Grant, with directions to deliver as soon as possible. 
Can’t you put the Bee at my disposal and at the same time serve 
any purpose of your own? 
J. H. Wixson, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Mound City. 


Correspondence October 4-9, 1863, regarding detention of steamer 
Empress, carrying cotton under Army permit from Natchez to 
New Orleans. 

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy. 


U.S. S. Cxocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, October 4, 1863. 
Sir: This morning the steamer /’mpress came down from Natchez, 
having on board about 2,800 bales of cotton, taken on board by per- 
mission of Brigadier-General M. M. Crocker, commanding U. S. 
forces at Natchez. 
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The captain of the Hmpress asked Acting Master E. C. Brennen, 
commanding the Benton in the absence of Captain Greer, to pass him 
down the river, and was referred by Mr. Brennen to me. 

The cotton was not taken by, nor was it in charge of, a Treasury 
agent, although there was one on board, but was simply shipped 
by the different owners to New Orleans, each person shipping having 
a permit signed by an army oflicer, by order of General Crocker. 

Never having received orders to pass cotton shipped by permis- 
sion of army officers, and the proclamation of the President of 
March 31, 1863, and the regulations of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury of the same date not permitting any such trade, I ordered the 
captain of the Z’mpress to return to Natchez with the cotton, and 
gave him a letter to General Crocker, a copy of which I enclose. 

I was informed by the captain of the “’mpress that these permits 
were given by order of General Grant. . 

I would be glad to have some further instructions from you on 
the subject, and to know whether I have acted in accordance with 
your wishes in regard to trade in this district. 

I also enclose a copy of an order I sent by the Zmpress to Acting 
Master Brennen and a copy of a general order issued by me for 
the guidance of the commanders of the gunboats in this district. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Third District. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Since writing the foregoing I have obtained and enclose General 
Order No. 57,* Major-General Grant. 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Comander. 


[Enclosures. ] 


U. S. S. CHocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, October 4, 1863. 

Sir: I have ordered the captain of the H’mpress to return to 
Natchez with the cotton he received there. 

I can not, under the existing laws, permit any cotton from the 
insurrectionary districts to be shipped except as provided for in 
the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d District, Miss. Squadron. 


Brigadier-General M. M. Crocxer, 
Commanding U.S. Forces, Natchez, Miss. 


U. S. S. CHocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, October 4, 1863. 
Sm: You will not permit, during Captain Greer’s absence, any cot- 
ton or other produce to be shipped under permits from army officers 
unless such permits are approved by Admiral Porter. 


* See p. 428, 


446 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


The regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury must be strictly 
carried out. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist., Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Master E. C. Brennen, 
Conumanding U.S. S. Benton. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, 
U.S. Navy. 


HreapQuartTers DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., October 6, 1863. 


Captain: Learning of the stopping of the steamer Empress by the 
navy, on her way to New Orleans, I have concluded that you have not 
yet been made acquainted with the new Treasury regulation of, I 
believe, the 16th of September. I enclose you copies of my orders 
made in conformity with these regulations and respectfully request 
that you instruct all officers within your district to pass all boats con- 
forming with these orders. At least, pass them until further instruc- 
tions can be received from Admiral Porter, whom I shall write to on 
the same subject. 

It was my understanding with Admiral Porter that, during his 
absence, the navy within this department and out of his reach would 
always act on my suggestions as he, the admiral has ever done. 
Should there be anything wrong in any orders made by me govern- 
ing commerce on the river, the navy can in no manner be held re- 
sponsible. 

Renewing the request that you permit the steamer EZ’mpress to pass, 
and all other boats conforming to the enclosed order, I remain 

Your obedient servant, 
U. S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
Captain Ramsay, U.S. Navy. 


Permit for steamer Empress to proceed to New Orleans with cotton. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 8, 1863. 
The steamer H'mpress, with cotton on board, has permission to pro- 
ceed to New Orleans, La. 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding permit granted to 
steamer Empress to proceed to New Orleans. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 9, 1863. 
Sir: [have the honor to inform you that on my return to this place 
I found that the steamer /mpress was detained by order of Lieuten- 


ant-Commander Ramsay, who had had charge of this district in my 
absence, 
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The detention was owing to her having cotton on board, which was 
shipped at this place. 

I was informed by my executive officer that he had forwarded a 
letter from General Grant to Captain Ramsay, a copy of which I 
send, in which the general was willing to assume the responsibility 
in the premises and referred to an order from the Treasury Depart- 
ment of September 16, 1863, which caused him to issue his General 
Order No. 57, which I send enclosed. 

After looking into the matter, I concluded under the circumstances 
that there would be no impropriety in permitting the vessel to go to 
New Orleans, and I gave a pass to that effect. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Permit for steamer Empress to proceed to New Orleans with cotton. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 12, 1863. 
The steamer H’mpress has taken on board at this place 4,998 bales 
of cotton, in accordance with the Treasury regulations, and I have 
permitted her to sail for New Orleans. 
Jas. A. GREER, 


Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, explaining his action in 
the case. 


U.S. S. Cxoctaw, 
Off Red River, November 7, 1863. 


Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 18th ultimo, and regret to learn that I acted improperly 
in sending the “’mpress back to Natchez. 

I would respectfully state that on your last visit to this place you 
ordered me not to respect the permits of army officers. 

I endeavored to carry out the Treasury regulations, and fearing 
that I did not properly understand them, I got Judge Winchester, of 
Natchez, who is a loyal man and one of the ablest lawyers in the 
State of Mississippi, to explain them to me. 

The H’mpress had no order whatever from General Crocker to pass 
her, or it would have been respected. : ean 

The persons who shipped the cotton had simply permits to ship it 
“on any steamer that would stop to take it.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


448 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Additional report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. 8. Navy. 


U.S. S. Cuocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, November 8, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 17th ultimo, and would respectfully state that 
General Grant has been misinformed. 

I have never permitted the commanding officers of the gunboats 
in this district to detain or turn back steamers. 

I have inspected all the vessels in this district since the 20th 
ultimo, visited them on the 25th, and have heard from them all since 
the 1st instant. 

The only steamer that has been turned back is the E’mpress,; she 
was sent to Natchez and not to Vicksburg. 

I turned her back myself and immediately informed you of it (in 
my communication of the 4th ultimo), and the circumstances attend- 
ing it. 

As the Empress was going back to Natchez, Captain Couthouy, of 
the Osage, went on board to see his friend Captain Cunningham, who 
is the clerk, but was formerly the captain of the Empress. 

While Captain Couthouy was engaged in conversation with Cap- 
tain Cunningham and Captain Rider (the present captain of the 
Empress), the passengers (who were, I believe, all interested in the 
cotton) gathered around him demanding to know “by what au- 
thority such a high-handed measure” as turning back the E’mpress 
was taken, and wanted to know whether General Grant did not com- 
mand this district, ete. 

Captain Couthouy told them that you commanded the Mississippi 
River; that General Grant was absolute on shore, but that he did not 
control so much of the water of the Mississippi as would be sufficient 
for him to wash his face in; that this was no question between mili- 
tary and naval authority, but simply whether the officers in command 
of gunboats should obey your orders and those of the Secretary of the 
Navy or those of General Grant. 

The passengers were very offensive in their manner to Captain Cou- 
thouy, but from all I can learn he treated them most gentlemanly and 
did not make an offensive or disrespectful remark in regard to any 
army officer. 

I do not suppose Captain Couthouy is the officer alluded to in your 
communication, but mention this, as some of the passengers reported 
in Natchez that he had spoken disrespectfully of General Grant. 

A person calling himself General David Stewart (who, I was in- 
formed in Natchez, is supposed to be a cotton speculator) took it upon 
himself to spread a number of reports, and was the principal speaker 
among the passengers on the “mpress. 

When the “'mpress came up from New Orleans I could not go on 
board of her, but advised Captain Couthouy to enquire upon what 
grounds the reports were made. 

He was informed that he had said nothing whatever that gave 
offence; it was I who had made the offensive remarks. 

I do not consider it necessary to answer any such charge, but will 
state that I have never been on board of the Hmpress, and the only 
persons I have seen from her are Captain Rider and the Treasury 
aids, The conversation with them was not about army officers; the 
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time they were on board of my vessel was pasesd in trying to find 
something in the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury that 
would authorize my passing the steamer with the cotton. I have 
received a letter from Captain Rider since then, in which he says 
he has heard these reports and assures me that he had nothing to 
do with them, but says “some of my passengers said a great deal 
thoughtlessly.” 

The steamers that have been boarded in this district have never 
reported that they had authority from General Grant, or any other 
army officer, to pass down the river. With the exception of the 
Empress (on the 4th ultimo), none of the steamers have been inter- 
fered with, but, on the contrary, they have been protected by the gun- 
boats whenever they have landed to wood, to take on cotton, or to land 
freight, whether day or night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Instructions from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding captured horses and 
mules, and.referring to formation of a navy cavalry company. 


U.S. Misstssrepr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 6, 1863. 


Str: It costs a great deal to keep the horses and mules sent up here 
as prizes, for we can not get the marshal to come and take charge of 
them, nor will the army take any but such as suit them, and then 
won't take them at their appraised value. The Treasury agents 
won’t touch any abandoned property except cotton, so I have per- 
sonally to attend to these matters or let the horses and mules go adrift. 
I finally found it the best plan to let some one take them and work 
them for their hay until we could get enough prize matters here to 
induce the marshal to come down, but I don’t want any more, and 
the last lot you sent up is still on my hands, and eating their heads off, 
for the hay they eat must be paid for out of the proceeds of their 
sale. You will please therefore not send any more mules and horses, 
but you can land them at Jeff Davis’s plantation and have them 
looked after. I want some good horses saved, for I shall likely lose 
the Marine Brigade and shall get up a cavalry company made up of 
sailors. So you may save good horses when you catch them and 
corral them somewhere. I do not think it good policy to capture the 
property of anyone but the guerrillas or their aiders and abettors. It 
demoralizes the officers and crews to be making prize money an ob- 
ject. The navy should have higher motives in view, and I am glad 
to see that we have so few cases where officers have shown themselves 
mercenary. The last consignment, that from one of your vessels, 
looked as if the commander was going in for prize money. He sent 
up one rickety old buggy and a ditto wagon, of no use here, and sent 
a prize list not made out according to regulation. It would be im- 
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possible to be making out prize lists for every little matter of that 
kind. These things will have to be sold in a lump and go to the 
credit of the Government. I do not mean by these remarks to make 
the officers relax their efforts in capturing rebel property wherever 
they may find it, but let it be purely rebel property, and don’t get 
hold of what may belong to some inoffensive individual. Whenever 
you capture saddles and bridles, take good care of them, as I shall 
want them all for my cavalry company. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding Fourth District, Mississippi Squadron. 


Capture and burning of Confederate steamers Argus and Robert 
Fulton in Red River, October 7, 1863. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report of Acting Chief 
Engineer Doughty, U. S. Navy. 


No. 168.] MissIsstpp1 SQUADRON, 
Ilagship Black Hawk, Catro, October 17, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 7th of October, Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Joseph P. Couthouy having received informa- 
tion that a rebel steamer was tied up to the bank on Red River, fitted 
out an expedition under charge of Acting Chief Engineer Thomas 
Doughty, with 20 men, and Mr. George H. Hobbs, who crossed over 
from the Mississippi to Red River; and after great labor in getting 
through the entanglements of the bushes and other undergrowth, 
Mr. Doughty’s party got a sight of the steamer lying at the bank. 

He managed to get up to her and capture her. A few moments 
afterwards he was enabled to capture another one, and found him- 
self in possession of two steamers and 9 prisoners, one of the pris- 
oners an aid to the rebel General Taylor. The rebel officer had been 
sent up expressly for the last steamer, the Fulton (a very fine boat), 
to ferry some troops across the Atchafalaya; and the other was one 
of the few boats the rebels could get provisions by from the seaboard. 

Mr. Doughty, finding he could not get the steamers over the bar 
and out of Red River, set fire to them and burned them up. 

This is a great loss to the rebels at this moment, as it cuts off their 
means of operating across that part of Atchafalaya where they lately 
came over to attack Morganza. This capture will deter others from 
coming down Red River. The affair was well managed, and the 
officers and men composing the expedition deserve great credit for 
the share they took in it. 

I enclose Acting Chief Engineer Doughty’s report. 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear- } 
Hon. Ginron WELLES, meh 
Secretary of Navy, Washington. 
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U.S. S. Osacez, 
Off Mr. Jontee’s [Gentil’s?], October 7, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order I, with a party of 20 men, with 
the assistance of Mr. Hobbs, started for Red River this morning. 
Arriving at Red River I could see no signs of a steamboat. I divided 
the party, sending 8 men down the river to look into the bend 
below, and with 12 started up the river. When we had traveled 
about half a mile, I saw the chimneys of a steamer. The woods were 
found so dense that we could not penetrate them, and the only alter- 
native was to advance in sight. The steamer was on the opposite 
side of the river, and I feared those on board might see us in time 
to escape before we were near enough to use our rifles. No one saw 
us, and we chose a spit opposite her, where we could see anyone who 
attempted to escape. I hailed her. Two men were seen to run for- 
ward and disappear. I directed three files on the right to fire. The 
fire brought the men out, and at my command they brought to my 
side of the river two skiffs which belonged to the boat. I was about 
to embark a party to burn her, when I heard a steamboat descending 
the river. I ordered the men out of sight behind a large log and 
some bushes, and in two minutes saw a steamer round the point above. 
I waited until she was within 400 yards and showed myself and 
ordered her to stop. She did so, and I found myself in possession of 
9 prisoners and two steamboats. I knew I could not get them out of 
the river, and I ordered the destruction of the first one captured, 
named the Argus, and embarked on board: the second, the Robert 
Fultow, and steamed down to the landing where I first struck the 
river, where I ordered her to be set on fire, and in a few minutes 
she was one mass of flame. She was the better vessel of the two, and 
was valued by her owner at $75,000. Neither of them had any cargo 
on board. I captured all the officers of the boats, and 1 first lieu- 
tenant in the Confederate Army and 3 negroes. 

Names of the officers of the Argus.—Captain, George Fraser; chief 
engineer, James Goodwin. 

Names of the officers of the Robert Fulton—Captain, J. F. Saun- 
ders; pilot, William C. Smith; chief engineer, A. S. Auld; first 
assistant engineer, G. W. Chapman; mate, William Kelly; carpenter, 
J. Chataigner. 

Name of army officer—First Lieutenant J. M. Avery. 

Arms taken.—1 Enfield rifle, 2 double-barreled shotguns, 2 re- 
volvers. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Tuomas Dovucury, 
Acting Chief Engineer. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. P. Cournovuy, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. S. Osage. 


Jontee’s or Genty’s [Gentil’s?], is about 3 miles below Union Point. 
, J. P. C., Commanding. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Couthouy, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S&. §. 
Osage. of operations of that vessel from October 4 to 8. 


U. S. S. Cuoctaw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, October 10, 1863. 


Sir: IT have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Jos. P. Couthouy, commanding Osage, of the 
service performed by him during his last cruise up the river. | 

I send up, in the General Lyon, the prisoners captured with the 
exception of Mrs. Worley and two children, Dominique Gentil, a 
paroled soldier, and First Lieutenant John M. Avery, aid-de-camp 
to Major-General Richard Taylor. 

I detain Lieutenant Avery, as I have offered to exchange him for 
Acting Master’s Mate |W. S.] Ward and the 2 men belonging to 
this vessel captured on the 15th ultimo. 

Not having any Navy Regulations on this subject, I have taken 
the responsibility of making the proposal without waiting to con- 
sult you, and hope I have not exceeded my authority. 

Doctor Martin I have detained as a prisoner of war, as the rebels 
have a number of our army surgeons confined in the Libby Prison. 

The ferryman, Bartlett, has been ferrying rebels across the river 
constantly, and it is only a few days since 10 cavalrymen were fer- 
ried over at his ferry. 

I take this occasion to bring to your notice the prompt and ener- 
getic manner in which Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jos. P. Couthouy 
has performed all duty required of him since he has been under my 
command. His station has been to watch Black Hawk and, Union 
Points, and to patrol the river occasionally between Fort Adams and 
Ellis Cliffs. Since having these orders, his vessel has been constantly 
on the move and has rarely remained stationary for twelve hours, 
except when coaling or overhauling machinery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Osage, 
Off Red River, October 8, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to submit for your information the following 
report of the occurrences during the last cruise of this vessel up the 
river. 

After delivering, in obedience to your instructions, to U. S. S. 
Manitou, to be forwarded to Natchez, the mail with which I was 
charged, and the escaped Union prisoners to be turned over to the 
provost-marshal at that point, I anchored at a late hour off Ellis Cliffs 
for the night. The next morning (4th instant) I got underway and 
dropped down to the.head of Dead Man’s Bend, and remained there 
till the morning of the 5th, when, having learned from some contra- 
bands that parties had crossed recently from the eastern shore at a 
point somewhere between Union and Black Hawk points, I ran down 
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to not far from midway between the two, picking up all the informa- 
tion I could along the river. The next morning (6th) I sent a party 
of 20 men, all armed with Sharps rifles, in charge of Acting Chief 
Engineer Thomas Doughty and Acting First Assistant Engineer 
George H. Hobbs, accompanied by Pilot W. A. Stewart as a volun- 
teer, to scour the country along the Old River for 3 or 4 miles and 
break up any ferries they might discover. The party returned at 
4.30 p. m., after destroying three ferries on the Old River, one a 
large raft-like affair called a Choctaw, capable of crossing half a 
dozen mounted men at a time; the other two, good-sized skiffs. Mr. 
Doughty brought off 3 men named Brown, Doty, and McCauley, 
whom the blacks reported as having been engaged in ferrying soldiers 
and others across the Mississippi, but as they all positively denied 
the charge, and the negroes could not specify any particular act of 
crossing, they were released with the admonition that if any more 
ferrying was done in the vicinity I would hold them accountable 
for it. A rifle, a double-barrel shotgun, and two revolvers were 
found in these men’s houses and taken possession of by Mr. Doughty. 
At sunset a contraband came down to the riverside and hailed that a 
ae with several wagons had crossed the night previous below Black 

awk Point, and were then about a mile inland, making for Red 
River. Mr. Doughty volunteered to lead a party in pursuit, and was 
dispatched at once, accompanied by Acting Second Assistant En- 
gineer A. F. Fox and 8 armed men, with orders if the parties in the 
wagons were white men, to capture them, dead or alive. At 7.30 Mr. 
Fox returned with a person who gave his name as Amzi Martin and 
his occupation surgeon in the Confederate Army. He stated he 
was on his way to Shreveport under orders to report there for duty 
in company with Oscar Hébert, private, C. S. Army, and Dominique 
Gentil, private paroled at Vicksburg; that he had in charge Mrs. 
Esther Worley, with two children and a man and woman servant 
(black), also on their way to Shreveport, and that the whole party 
started from Liberty, Miss., on or about the 5th instant. 

He exhibited several orders to report for duty, but with the excep- 
tion of one from General Pemberton to the Port Hudson district, 
dated April 3, 1863, and bearing no endorsement, they specify no 
particular point at which, or person to whom, to report, but merely 
order him to “report elsewhere.” On the envelope of a letter I find 
penciled, “Dr. News, 12 miles below Rodney, Miss., has means of 
crossing.” On another envelope is penciled “Mr. Service, living 
near Waterproof, which is about 30 miles above Natchez.” On part 
of a third is a small manuscript map of the Mississippi and Yazoo 
rivers, showing the relative position of Vicksburg, Haynes’ Bluff, 
Pemberton’s lines between the two, and the “anchorage of the 
Yankee fleet.” On being questioned where he was stationed during 
the intervals of his orders “for duty elsewhere,” he gave no satis- 
factory explanation, nor could he produce any document in proof of 
his being ordered to Shreveport. He declined stating how or where 
his party crossed the river. I transmit with this report the papers 
above referred to, and all others found in his possession. Later in 
the evening Mr. Doughty returned with the lady and two children, 
and was followed by Mr. Fox, who had been unable to overtake the 
wagons with the servants and two soldiers; they were, however, 
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brought in early next day by a party of contrabands who gave 
chase on their own account. Mr. Fox reported that some negroes 
had informed him that a steamboat owned by R. P. Miller, residing 
4 or 5 miles above Union Point on the west bank, had just come 
down the Red River and was tied up to the bank at a point about 
44 miles by the road, across from our anchorage. Acting on this 
information, I sent off early in the morning of the 7th an expedition 
composed of 20 men armed with rifles, in charge of Acting Chief 
Engineer Doughty, with Acting First Assistant Engineer Hobbs 
second in command, and Benjamin Williams, enlisted contraband, 
as guide. Mr. Doughty was instructed to proceed cautiously, but 
with all the speed practicable, keeping his party well in hand, and 
taking all precaution against anyone at the plantations giving the 
alarm, to enable the boat to escape, or to bring a force from the other 
side of Red River to the rescue, to endeavor to capture her by sur- 
prise; and, if successful, to burn her and lose no time in making his 
way back to the Osage. The undertaking was, I am happy to state, 
owing to the judicious action of Mr. Doughty and a most unex- 
pected and fortunate accident, crowned with results much beyond 
my most sanguine hopes. Not only was the steamer of which infor- 
mation had been received (a stern-wheel boat named the Argus) 
destroyed, and her captain and engineers made prisoners, but a Con- 
federate Army transport called the Robert Fulton, which happened 
to be coming down just at the right time for us, on her way to the 
Atchafalaya, under pressing orders from Major-General R. Taylor, 
to be employed as a bridge in crossing troops, was also surprised 
and captured, with all her officers, six in number, and First Lieu- 
tenant John M. Avery, aid-de-camp on General Taylor’s staff, who 
was detailed to bring her down, and whose orders are herewith 
enclosed. 

Both boats were entirely destroyed by fire, and the party, with 
their 9 prisoners, returned to the vessel before sunset without loss or 
molestation. The Fulton was a fine side-wheel boat, built just as 
the rebellion broke out, and was valued, according to the statement 
of her officers, at $75,000 by her owners. Her loss just at this time 
will seriously affect the operations of the rebels on the Atchafalaya, 
as the services of such a boat are very much needed there, and it 
appears that she was the only one that could at present be got down 
the river. 

The Argus was a smaller boat and was not worth probably more 
than a third as much as the Fulton at the most, but her loss will be 
severely felt by the enemy, as she was their chief dependence for 
supplies of groceries and provisions from the seaboard, in the trans- 
portation of which she has been actively engaged for months past. 
Neither of the boats had any cargo or stores on board, but the Argus 
had only a few days previous to her capture brought up a full 
cargo of sugar, molasses, salt, flour, and other groceries, which the 
negroes say was made a cache of by Mr. Miller, somewhere in the 
vicinity of his plantation. Having been informed by a number of 
blacks that people were being constantly ferried across at some 
point not far from Black Hawk, and D. Martin’s servant having 
stated that his party were taken over on a large platformed skiff 
by a Mr. John Bartlett, residing on the east bank about 2 miles below 
that point, I considered it my duty to arrest and bring him to Red 
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River for your action. Dropping down to Stamps’ Landing after 
dark, I sent in a boat with 10 men, armed, in charge of Mr. Doughty, 
who encounteded Mr. Bartlett about half a mile above his resi- 
dence, armed with a heavy double-barrel gun and riding in com- 
pany with a man, Dawes, in the direction, as it afterward appeared, 
of the ferry. On being ordered to halt, he at first started to run, 
but desisted and gave himself up on a shot being sent after him. 
He denied in the most positive manner. the charge of having been 
concerned in crossing parties over the river, but on being confronted 
with the proof of it I held in Doctor Martin’s company, admitted 
the fact, promising that if I would release him this time he would 
never do so again. There can be no question but he has violated his 
neutrality in the most flagrant manner, and given aid and comfort 
to the enemy by keeping up a communication by means of his ferry 
between the opposite sides of the river. The skiff, a large new one, 
used for this purpose was found secreted under the bank and de- 
stroyed by Mr. Doughty. We lay off Bartlett’s place through the 
night, and at sunrise steamed down for the Red River, off which we 
anchored at 8 this morning. 

The following is a list of the prisoners captured during this trip, 
all of whom are now on board waiting your disposal of them, with 
the exception of Mrs. E. A. Worley and two servants, landed by 
your direction on the western shore after proper examination of 
their luggage and persons, and Dominique Gentil, paroled soldier, 
set on shore on the eastern side of the river. 

Captured on the night of 6th inmstant—Amzi Martin, surgeon, 
C. S. Army; Oscar Hébert, private, C. S. Army; Dominique Gentil, 
paroled prisoner, C. S. Army; Mrs. Esther A. Worley and two chil- 
dren; black boy and woman, servants of Mrs. W. 

Captured on 7th on Confederate Army transport Robert Fulton.— 
First Lieutenant John M. Avery, aid-de-camp on Major-General 
R. Taylor’s staff; J. F. Saunders, captain; William C. Smith, pilot; 
A. S. Auld, chief engineer; William Kelly, mate; J. Chataigner, 
carpenter; G. W. Chapman, first assistant engineer. 

The following is a copy of a document, the original of which, 
herewith enclosed, was found on the person of the last named pris- 
oner : 

Provost-MARSHAL-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Alexandria, May 15, 1863. 
J. Chataigner having this day taken the oath of allegiance to the United 


States, has permission to go to New Orelans. 


By command of Major-General Banks: 
CHARLES C. DWIGHT, 


Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General of Louisiana. 


Captured on the steamboat Argus——George Fraser, captain; 
James Goodwin, chief engineer, being the only persons on board 
at the time. 

Arrested on night of Vth instant—John Bartlett, planter, for 
violating his neutrality and lending aid and comfort to the enemy. 

I enclose duplicate copy of Acting Chief Engineer Doughty’s 
report on the destruction of the two steamers, and desire to add that 
T consider the success of the expedition to be in a great measure 
owing to the zeal and intelligence manifested by him in the carry- 
ing out of my instructions. The capture of the Fulton is due almost 


456 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


wholly to his prudent management in an emergency so unexpected 
as that of his appeared. Acting first assistant engineer [George H. 
Hobbs] was very efficient also as military commander of the party, 
for which his experience in the Army peculiarly qualified him. Ben- 
jamin Williams, first-class boy, rendered important service as guide. 
But for his intimate knowledge of all the short cuts to the Red 
River, enabling him to lead our party directly to the point where 
the Argus lay, they would have been an hour longer in arriving, and 
by that time the /ulton would have passed down out of reach, and 
probably taken the Argus with her, and the expedition would have 
proved a failure. 

The men all behaved well throughout, with the exception of John 
King, quarter gunner, and Edward McClain, first-class fireman, 
who are reported by First Assistant Engineer Hobbs for disobedi- 
ence of orders, drunkenness, and mutinous conduct of the most 
flagrant character, all while on the march and in the enemy’s coun- 
try, and who are now confined in double irons on board this vessel 
awaiting your further disposition of them. 

All which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

Jas. P. CournHovy, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding 3d Dist., U. S. S. Choctaw, off Red River. 


Report of Major McCracken, Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 


Heapquarters Forty-sixtH Iituinois INFantry, 
Camp near Natchez, Miss., October 20, 1863. 

Carrain: I have the honor to report the expedition under my 
command to Red River as complete. We embarked on the morning 
of the 16th instant and arrived at Fort Adams in the evening of the 
same day, where we left 50 negroes in charge of Mr. Babur, a citizen. 
For the following night we lay by under cover of a gunboat. 

On the morning of the 17th we were obliged to take said negroes 
on board again, their landing being in violation of general orders. 
Thence we proceeded to the mouth of Red River, where we received 
permission from Captain Ramsay, commanding district, to land the 
negoes at Fort Adams, which we did on our return to this place. 

Captain Ramsay informed me, and requested me to report to you, 
that on the 14th [7th] instant he sent a force of 20 men across the 
country to Red River, where said force captured 15 Confederate sol- 
diers and the transports Argus and Robert Fulton. Being unable to 
run said transports to the mouth of Red River, they were destroyed. 

From letters, bills, receipts, ete., found on board the Argus, ad- 
dressed to and in favor of Ralph P. Miller, it appears that said Miller 
is owner of the Argus. 

Captain Ramsay is of opinion that Ralph P. Miller is a traitor and 
needs watching. Many citizens of Wilkinson County, Miss., with 
whom I conversed, requested that there be a Union force sent to said 
county for the period of two weeks while organizing a force of their 
own people to protect themselves against those marauding guerrillas 
who are constantly making raids on their property, carrying off their 
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mules and horses, branding them “U. §S.,” and selling them as 
captured from the Federal Army. 
I received of Captain Ramsay 3 Confederate prisoners, whom IT 
have turned over to the provost-marshal at this post. 
The officers and men under my command conducted themselves 
properly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JouHn M. McCracken, 
Major, Forty-sixth [linois Infantry. 
Captain C. Can.x, Jr., 
Asst. Adjutant-General, 4th Div., 17th Army Corps. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Major-General Halleck, U. 8. Army, 
transmitting report and sketch of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, suggest- 
ing means to restrict passage of boats from Red River. 


Navy Department, October 26, 1863. 
Sir: I herewith enclose dispatch No. 172 and accompanying papers 
from Rear-Admiral Porter. in which he presents certain suggestions 
in reference to stopping the passage of rebel steamers down Red 
River, to which your attention is respectfully invited. Please return 
the dispatch and enclosures after finishing with them. 
Very respectfully, etce., 
GipEon WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy. 
Major-General H. W. Hattecx, 
Washington, [D.C.] 


[Enclosure. ] 


No. 172.] Mississippr Squapron, Fiacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, October 19, 1863. 


Sm: The capture of the two rebel steamers, Mobert Fulton and 
Argus, and the easy manner in which it was accomplished, induced 
me to examine the map and see if some means could not be employed 
to stop the passage of boats on Red River. 

I send you a rough sketch of the place where the steamers were 
captured at point A, with a portion of the Atchafalaya, where the 
rebels crossed at D, captured some of our troops, and caused them 
to return to Morganza, C; and Morganza is the only place now on 
the river where rebels dare attempt to molest boats. B is the gunboat 
station, where our men crossed over; it is about 4 miles across. If 
this point on Red River is held by troops and fortified, the trans- 
portation down the river will be completely cut off, and the rebels 
will be obliged to retreat from that part of Louisiana for fear of 
being cut off also; they will also be deprived of all means of trans- 
portation until the river rises, when our gunboats will attend to the 
matter. Now the rebels can come down Red River into the Atchafa- 
laya to point D and do pretty much as they please. 

They have now four or five thousand men at Simmesport, and are 
assembling more there, with which they commit depredations in 
Louisiana, and, when followed, retreat to their steamers. ‘The short 
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distance across from B to A will enable the troops to get their sup- 

plies easily, and also enable them to fall back on the gunboats if hard 
ushed. 

‘ General Grant has gone away from this department, or I would con- 

sult with him about the matter, and thought in the meantime that 

the better way was to send the plan to headquarters. 

This move, if properly made, will be of great service to General 
Banks’ troops in the Teche country, and relieve the Mississippi 
below Morganza of guerrilla raids. 

T enclose you copy of a letter* from Commander Townsend to show 
with what daring and impunity the rebels come in as far as Donald- 
sonville. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


Letter from Major-General Halleck, U. S. Army, to Major-General Banks, U. §S. 
Army, forwarding sketch and plan of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy. 


Wasuineron, October 28, 1863. 


GrnrrAL: Rear-Admiral Porter has addressed a letter to the Navy 
Department, in which he says that by fortifying and occupying a 
narrow pass (A—B) between the Mississippi and Red rivers, below 
Union Point, the enemy will be cut off from all access to the Atcha- 
falaya. I enclose herewith a copy of his map, which fully explains 
his views. The matter is left for such action as you may deem best. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. Hatxeck, 
General-in-C hief. 
Major-General Banks, 
New Orleans. 


Order of Major-General Taylor, C. S. Army, to Lieutenant Avery, aid-de-camp. 


Heapquarters District Western Lourstana, 
Morgan’s Ferry, October 2, 1863. 
LiguTenant: You will proceed at once to Red River and order the 
captain in charge of the steamboat now lying below Snaggy Point 
to bring his boat. immediately into the Atchafalaya and report to 
Brigadier-General Green, commanding. You will remain on the 
boat until the captain reports to Brigadier-General Green. 
By command of Major-General Taylor: 
Wir M. Levy, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Lieutenant J. M. Avery, 
Aid-de-Camp. 


* See p. 482. 
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Order from Major-General R. Taylor to Lieutenant John M. 
Avery, aid-de-camp, to bring down the Robert Fulton to the Atcha- 
falaya immediately. 

Ocrosrr 2, 1863. 


The Robert Fulton, with Lieutenant Avery and all her officers, was 
captured on Red River, at Cocodrie Bayou, on 7th, by a detachment 
from U. S. S. Osage, and it being impossible to get’ her out of the 
river, she was by my orders burned, together with steam stern-wheel 
boat Argus, captured at same time and place. 

Jos. P. CourHouy, 
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding. 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding Fifth District. 


U.S. S. Loutsvii1z, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, October 7, 1868. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several 
communications dated September 28 and 29 and also General Orders 
Nos. 88, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104. In answer to yours 
of the 28th, directing me to go up the Yazoo, etc., I would say: I 
have sent up the river for the steamer Petrel and will proceed to the 
Yazoo and execute your intentions as soon as she comes. I permitted 
Paymaster Ruth to go home whilst at Grand Gulf, as he was dan- 
gerously debilitated, and you were at the time at Red River and 
General Order No. 88 was not then out. He contracted his illness 
by crossing to Young’s Point last summer whilst going for provisions. 
He is the only man I have ever granted a moment’s leave to. There 
are no guerrillas nearer this place than Deer Creek. General S. D. 
Lee, “rebel,” is reported moving toward the river from Yazoo City 
with 1,500 cavalry. Sixteen deserters, conscripts and refugees, came 
in yesterday and gave themselves up. Having no provisions or way 
to send them up to the river, I sent them to Vicksburg. 

T have the Sener carpenter’s shop, contraband hospital, which 
is used for sleeping and eating apartment for the carpenters, calk- 
ers, and joiners moved out into the stream, anchored with what an- 
chors and kedges I could obtain. I think they will hold. No steam 
can be kept up, as there is no coal in this district. I have but about 
2,000 bushels of coal on hand at this time. The Zammitt lost 17,000 
bushels of coal coming down the river. 

The Great Western is at Goodrich’s Landing. The Mound City at 
[Lake] Providence. I will relieve her in a day or two to get re- 
paired. Mr. Sawyer and the men under him work very, very slowly. 
T have had several conversations with him in relation to the rascally 
slowness of the work done by the men under him, and told him each 
time that I had and intended to again report to you that they do not 
do more than three-fifths work. The longest day’s work done by 
them is 7.40, and then not more than five hours of that time in 
actual work. The Wésconsin No. 2 isa transport. She got 200 bush- 
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els of coal at this place by lying to the commander of the Great 
Western, telling him I had given him verbal permission to get the 
coal at this place. It has been returned by the port quartermaster 
at Vicksburg. The Romeo can not be repaired at this place. Mr. 
Stephen Duncan wanted to know if I could permit him to ship cotton 
down the river. I told him I could not without your order or an 
agent of the army took charge of it here and requested my pro- 
tection. Mr. Duncan is very anxious to ship to New Orleans with- 
out the aid of a Treasury agent. On October 1 the Petrel captured 
at Greenville and sent up the river 10 men, 6 horses, 4 mules, saddles, 
bridles, etc. I have the steamer Champion No. & here awaiting your 
orders. I investigated the affair between Paymaster Marshall, Mr. 
Tubbs, and Mr. Haney. 

It appears that Messrs. Tubbs and Haney, with their men, had 
been at work on General Grant’s dispatch boat Dzana, and toward 
morning the workmen wanted something to eat and drink. Mr. 
Tubbs and Haney, rather than awaken the paymaster’s steward on 
the Sampson, went to the issuing room and took out a small tin pot 
of ground coffee sufficient to make coffee for about twenty men. The 
Mound City is here and this vessel leaves in a few hours to take her 
place at [Lake] Providence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
EK. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davmw D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, approving his proposed course regarding cooperation with 
Major-General Banks, U. S. Army. 


Navy Department, October 8, 1863. 
Sir: I have received your dispatch of the 1st instant, in reference 
to a communication addressed to you by Major-General Banks, ask- 
ing that some of your light-draft vessels may be sent to Berwick 
Bay by sea. 
Your course in the matter and the views expressed in your dis- 
patch meet with the Department’s approval. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
GiweEon WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, giving the 
armament of the U. S. S. Benton. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 8, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to inform you the tonnage of this vessel is 
1,033, and she has now on board 14 guns, 2 100-pounder Parrotts, 6 
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9-inch Dahlgrens, 4 32-pounders of 42 cwt., and 2 50-pounder Dahl- 
gren rifles. We are short 2 9-inch guns. Her complement is 16 guns. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Commander Townsend, U. 8S. Navy, commanding 
First District, making reference to prize steamers St. Mary and 
Segur. 

U. S. Ironciap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., October 9, 1863. 

ApmiraL: The U. S. naval transport General Lyon has just ar- 
rived, bringing me but a single letter from yourself, a brief order to 
send to you without delay the steamer St. Mary. Ere this will reach 
you, you must have received my letter of September 11, in regard to 
the little steamer, and you will have become aware that your first 
order was obeyed with all possible promptness. The St. Mary was 
dispatched by me on the 13th September, immediately on her return 
from New Orleans. Your last order is dated 18 days after she 
passed from under my control. I regret that her nonappearance 
should have caused you to imagine that I could disobey your posi- 
tive order, conveyed to me on the evening of September 11 by 
Lieutenant-Commander Foster, directly from yourself. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Allan, whom you have ordered to as- 
sume, temporarily, Doctor Terry’s place, arrived in the General 
Lyon. 1am glad to say that our sick have been successfully treated 
during the doctor’s absence. Six calkers have also arrived. I hope 
they will be able to make the decks tight, at least for a season; but 
I think that the upper deck is too far gone to be cured. I would 
suggest that a sheathing of 14-inch pine plank over roofing paper 
would make and keep it tight for several months. Now, everything 
below is drowned out when it rains. Fortunately, we have had but 
one heavy rainstorm for some six or eight weeks past, but we can not 
now hope for a continuance of such pleasant weather. 

On the 4th instant, the St. Clair returned from patrolling the river 
to New Orleans with all her coal exhausted. She brought me a letter 
from Commodore Bell, asking for protection to a party with whom 
he had made a contract to repair and launch the navy prize steamer 
Segur (about the size and build of the S¢. Mary), now high and dry 
on the bank at Plaquemine. As I learned that Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Foster, with all the vessels of his division, was supporting 
the army at Morganza, I sent the St. Clazr to give the asked for pro- 
tection. From what Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gregory writes, I 
presume the Segur will be got afloat by to-morrow, or perhaps 
Monday. 

The Argosy is guarding the sunken steamer Hannibal. As soon 
as the St. Clazr returns I will assign that duty to her and send the 
Argosy, which has about coal enough to take her to New Orleans and 
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back, to patrol below. When the coal gives out, wood can be pur- 
chased, which serves a temporary purpose. 

Commodore Bell informs me that they have had yellow fever 
aboard the Pensacola, but that the cool weather had checked its 
ravages. I learn from another direct source that the paymaster 
(who lately relieved Paymaster Davis) and one of the engineers had 
died of the disease. Everything is kept very quiet in regard to it. 

I do not hear that it has made its appearance in the city. You 
have doubtless heard some time since of its presence at the Pensacola 
navy yard. 

The elevating screw (badly rusted) lock and sights of the new 
Parrott 100-pounder rifle have just arrived. We had previously re- 
ceived the gun, the carriage, two side tackles, and one train tackle. 
I trust the remainder of the equipments will arrive before long. We 
have no spare articles, and therefore need a complete outfit for the 
gun. The screws, etc., attaching the elevating screw to the transom, 
are wanting though they should surely have accompanied the screw. 

I believe this and my accompanying letters will have given you 
all the information worthy of note. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OBERT TOWNSEND, 

Commander, U.S. Navy, Comdg. Ist Dist., Mississippi Sas 


Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter, U. S. Navy 
Commanding Mi ississippt Squadron. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, transmitting sketch 
chart of soundings across Bayou La Fourche and the Mississippi 
River. 


'U. S. Troncuap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., October 9, 1863. 
ApmtraL: I have the honor to transmit herewith a sketch chart of 
the soundings across the mouth of Bayou La Fourche, also those 
across the Mississippi River at the same point and date, September 
8, 1863, when the river seemed to me to have reached its lowest stage. 
But the bar at the mouth of the bayou has now but 15 inches ‘of 
water at its deepest point, a fall of 18 inches in thirty-six days. I 
think the fall has not been over 12 or 15 inches, the difference of 3 
to 6 inches being caused by the silting up of the bar. I send this, 
as the information may be interesting “if it does not prove valuable. 
The soundings were taken and the chart made by Acting Master 
John C. Parker, executive officer of the H'ssew, an excellent river 
officer and one deser ving advancement. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ropert TownseEnD, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. N avy, giving precau- 
tions to prevent fire to public vessels by incendiaries. 


GENERAL exit U.S. Misstssiepr Squapron, 
No. 105. Flagship Black Hawk, October 10, 1863. 


The following precautions are to be observed hereafter, to prevent 
fire to the public vessels by incendiaries: 

The sentries are not to permit anyone to approach the public prop- 
erty at night without arresting them. If they are officers, the sentry 
is to call the sergeant or corporal of the guard and pass them on 
board; if strangers, they are to be detained, and if attempting to 
escape, to be fired on. All strangers so caught are to be detained by 
the guard until further orders. 

The sentinels on the vessels near the workshop are to look out for 
the latter and arrest any one approaching them. | 

The watchmen. on the Zowisville and other boats repairing are to 
be armed with muskets and revolvers, and are to arrest any suspicious 
persons approaching the property. The watchmen on the Louisville 
are to keep their watch aft on the fantail and to permit no boats to 
approach any of the vessels.. If the boats refuse to come in when 
hailed, they are to be fired upon with ball. 

Watchmen are to be kept on the levee, and to move up and down 
as far as the prize steamers, for which they are to look out as well 
as for other property ; they are to arrest persons of suspicious charac- 
ter running about the levee. 

The gunboats in the harbor, and receiving vessel, are to stop all 
small boats on the river at night and keep them until further orders. 
No rowboats to be permitted on the river after dark. 

The executive officers will have wharf boat carefully examined 
throughout after the workmen leave, to see that no attempts have been 
made to burn the vessel and that no one is stowed away. All the 
shops must also be examined, the windows closed, and the doors 
locked securely. 

Two tugs will always lie with steam up, ready to tow into the 
stream at a moment’s notice any vessel that may be set on fire. The 
officers of the tug will not be out of their vessel after dark for the 

resent. 
: The Lexington and Tyler will place sentinels on the little boat Sz. 
Mary and the tugs adjacent, where sentinels will be relieved through 
the night; they are to have loaded muskets and to carry out the above 
orders. 

The gunboats guarding the powder boats must be close enough to 
see any rowboat approaching at night and to fire on them at once if 
they do not pull for the gunboat when hailed. A strict watch must 
be kept on board the gunboat, and the officers must be on the alert at 
night. 

ann of the tugs must keep underway along the levee, to arrest any 
boat they may see moving about in the river. Seis 

It behooves every officer and man to be watchful at this time and 
see that no attempt to burn the property under their charge shall 
succeed. If persons are incautious and reckless enough to approach 
our sentries without notifying them who and what they are, they 
must suffer the penalty for so doing. It is no time for trifling; peo- 
ple of proper character will not be prowling about at night. 


464 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Officers returning at night to the wharf boat and their vessels are 
particularly cautioned to answer promptly a sentry’s hail and tell 
who they are. 

Officers are instructed to arrest any suspicious person they may 
see in the daytime prowling about the levee where public property is 
kept. 

- Davin D. Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Fifth District, regarding affairs in vicinity of Cypress Creek and 
Shreveport, La. 


U. S. S. Lovisvi1e, . 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, October 10, 1863. 
Str: The B. has just arrived without any coal, only succeeding in 
getting about 3,000 bushels to White River. I will leave to-day in 
the Petrel for the Yazoo River. I learn the planters and others liv- 
ing on Cypress Creek, Boggy Bayou, and that neighborhood are 
busily engaged in getting off a light field battery to use in Cypress 
Bend. Iwill communicate with General McPherson also. The guer- 
rillas are also very bad in that portion of Louisiana and are busy 
burning cotton and hanging Union men. Acting Master Sinclair 
of the Petrel informs me that two ladies direct from Shreveport 
(September 20) report that the Webb, Missouri, and Pauline (iron- 
clads), also a number of transports, were at Shreveport on that day. 
One boat carries eight guns, iron all over, and painted black. They 
have not commenced on their fortifications at that place. 
I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 5th Naval District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Reports of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, transmitting 
correspondence in relation to a proposed raid on the Ohio River. 


U.S. S. Moose, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 10, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose herein a copy of a letter received 
from General Burnside, addressed to General Cox; also a copy of a 
letter I sent to General Cox. 
As the expedition spoken of looks to be rather improbable, yet I 
think it best to be prepared and take things in time. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fireu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Kwoxvitie, Tenn., October 5, 1863. 

General Cox: A nephew of General McLean’s, who was captured 
from Wheeler and Forrest’s cavalry, asserts that it is the intention 
of a portion of cavalry force which crossed the Tennessee to pene- 
trate to the Ohio River, capture a steamboat, cross the river, and 
proceed at once to Columbus, with a view of releasing Morgan and 
his men. 

This story seems impossible, but I give it to you for what it is 
worth. Should they succeed in getting out of Kentucky and near 
the river, captains of boats will be on their guard and the gunboats 
should be on the alert to prevent crossing. 

We are all well. Colonel McElroy arrived safely. 

A. E. Burwnsipr, 
Major-General. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 10, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy 
of General Burnside’s letter in relation to a contemplated raid on the 
Ohio River. 

I regret to state that during the present low stage of water it is 
impossible for the boats below Louisville to run on their regular 
patrols, yet I trust, if due notice is given, that we may be able to 
head off any such expedition. 

Tt will be necessary for the military commandants to communicate 
freely with the admiral, also with the commanding officers of the 
gunboats and give them all the intelligence in their power regarding 
the enemy. The boats along the Ohio are at present at the following- 
named places, viz.: 

Fairpiay, at Louisville, Ky.; Szlver Lake, at Evansville, Ind.; 
Brilliant, at Henderson, Ky. 

Tn case such raid is attempted, it will be advisable to stop running 
for a time all boats except those that can be armed. 

I would therefore respectfully suggest that should we hear of a 
party making through Kentucky that, if possible, there be a guard of 
soldiers put on each boat permitted to run. 

I will do all I can toward putting on each one a piece of ordnance 
with an officer and crew to work it. 

Should it become necessary, and the gunboats not be able to run, I 
will refer the subject to the admiral. I trust that should such an 
expedition be set on foot that, with the hearty cooperation of the two 
branches of the service, the rebel participants may find comfortable 
lodgings with Morgan and his followers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Brigadier-General J. D. Cox, 
Commanding District of Ohio. 
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Cooperation of naval force under Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, 
U. S. Navy, with the army in Tennessee River, October 10 to 
December 13, 1863. 


[Telegram. ] 


Navy DepartMeEnt, October 10, 1563. 
The War Department is very anxious to know if you can possibly 
ascend the Tennessee River with your lightest draft gunboats so far 
as to protect the transportation of supplies as far as Florence or 
Eastport. Answer immediately, as the subject is of the utmost im- 
portance. 
Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy. 
Acting Rear-Admiral Dav D. Porter, or 
Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Cairo, Lil. 


(Telegram. ] 


Catro, Itu., October 11, 1863. 

I do not think the light drafts can ascend the Tennessee so high as 
required. There was less than 3 feet yesterday. I will obtain cer- 
tain information and send it on. Ohio is very low. 

D. D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLEs, 
Secretary of Navy. 


[Telegram. ] 


PapucaH, October 11, 1863. 
No naval officer at this place to deliver your telegram to. Have 
enquired as to depth of water in Tennessee [River] 45 miles above 
Paducah. On Chain [of Rocks] Shoals, 22 inches; above there, 3 
feet scant to bridge 130 miles; up above bridge, 2 feet scant. Ohio 
raised 1 inch last night. 
H. J. Fisk, Operator. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Cairo. 


(Telegram. ] 


Cairo, Itu., October 11, 1863. 
(Received, 12:45 a. m., 12th.) 
Str: We have no gunboat that can go up as high as Florence; only 
22 inches on the Chain [Chain of Rocks] Shoals, 45 miles from the 
mouth of Tennessee River. No transports would find water enough 
to get up. ‘The water is now rising at Chattanooga, and the rise will 
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extend along the river. It may be only a temporary rise. The gun- 
boats will be ready to go up the moment a rise takes place. I will 
keep you further informed on the subject. | 
D. D. Porrer, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Telegram. ] 


U.S. Gunpoat Kry West, 
Off Paducah, October 11, 1863. 


Sm: Your dispatch of the 11th instant received. At the present 
stage of water in the Tennessee River, light-draft gunboats can’t 
get over Leatherwood Bar, 10 miles above Fort Henry, also at Little 
Chain, 30 miles from this point, the channel is narrow and shoal. 
With regard to the Ohio, there is but 28 inches on the bars between 
this point and Smithland, at the mouth of the Cumberland, and not 
over 3 feet between here and Cairo. The Tennessee River is now 
rising slowly. I arrived here at sundown and shall coal to-morrow. 
If any more boats are sent up they must bring coal. Our supply now 
on hand is not over 700 bushels. 

EK. M. Kine, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


Letter from Acting Master King, U. 8. Navy, commanding JU. S. S. Key West, on 
arrival at Paducah, Ky., regarding the condition of the river. 


U. 8. Gunsoat Key West, 
Paducah, Ky., October 11, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here at sun- 
down this evening from Barber’s plantation near Grand Chain, and - 
received your dispatch of the 10th instant, which I have answered 
by telegraph. The Tennessee River has been rising slowly since the 
light rains of the 6th instant. It has been what the pilots call a 
“blue rise,” which means, I believe, that the river, although rising, 
remains clear, and is supposed to indicate that the rise will not be 
permanent. Judging from the stage of water at Barber’s, my chief 
pilot, Mr. Charles Powers, who is good authority for Tennessee 
River, thinks that there can not be more than 3 feet of water on 
Duck River Bar, which is 50 miles above Fort Henry, nor more than 
30 inches on Big Bend Shoals, which are 25 miles below Eastport. 
There are also other intermediate shoals in the river, having about 
the same depth of water over them, those above mentioned being the 
principal ones above Fort Henry. I have not been above Little 
Chain since the 26th ultimo, when we were drawing 3 feet of water, 
and rubbed over the rocks. Since that time the river has not risen 
more than 4 inches. I trust the above information will enable the 
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admiral to judge as to what class of vessels will be able to reach East- 
port at the present stage of the river. It is now, 10 p. m., raining 
smartly. I hope it may give the river a 10-foot rise. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. M. Kine, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, etc., 
Cairo, Ll. 


{[Telegram.] 
Cairo, IL1., 
Flagship Black Hawk, October 11, 1863. 
(Received 7:25 p. m., 12th) 

Str: The Tennessee River light-draft gunboats can not cross Leath- 
erwood Bar, 10 miles above Fort Henry, nor at Little Chain, 30 
miles from Paducah; the whole channel is narrow and shoal. 

In regard to the Ohio River, there is but 28 inches on the bar 
between Paducah and Smithland, and only one or two small boats 
navigate the river. Between Cairo and Paducah, only 3 feet. Tow 
barges can not even be brought down. 

The Tennessee is rising very slowly, and so will the Ohio, as it is 
raining hard at this time; but whether the rain will have any effect 
upon the river remains to be seen. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


U. 8. Gunpoat Kry West, 
Off Paducah, October 13, 1863—Noon. 
Sir: Since noon of yesterday this river has risen 44 inches. I go 
up river this p. m. Shall return to-morrow, and report stage of 
water above by telegraph. \ 
E. M. Kine, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §S. 
Navy, requesting that a light-draft ascend to Eastport, Miss., at the earliest 
moment possible. 


Heapquarters Firreenth Army Corps, 
Corinth, Miss., October 14, 1863. 


Drar Apmirau: IT suppose you know that I am moving my corps 
to the Tennessee and farther, according to circumstances. The rail- 
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road out of Memphis is now in running order out to Bear Creek, and 
we may repair it to Tuscumbia, but as a source of supply it is too 
precarious to depend on. As I came out on Sunday with my little 
battalion of regulars, I happened at Collierville, 24 miles out from 
Memphis, just as General Chalmers with about 2,500 rebel cavalry 
demanded its surrender. The place was held by Colonel Anthony 
and six companies of the Sixty-sixth Indiana. I got my men off the 
cars in time, and we beat off General Chalmers. This illustrates 
the danger to the road and I only refer to it to show that I must 
look to a less precarious channel of supply. 

The Tennessee River is now low, but it is raining at this moment 
and the season is far enough advanced for us to count on the Tennes- 
see. I will be personally and officially obliged if you will allow one 
of your light-draft boats to watch that river and ascend it at the 
earliest posible moment to Eastport, to communicate with me. The 
moment the stage of waters admit, I would prefer to draw my sup- 
plies that way, and I can have the means to haul out from there. I 
have no doubt the rebels have every man that is in the Southern 
Confederacy now armed against us, and the most desperate struggle 
of the war must be expected. A large proportion of their men are 
forced ; still we know the vindictive feeling that animates this whole 
people and should not be blinded by any false theories. 

You have almost finished your job and can and will, doubtless, 
with infinite pleasure, help us who must live whilst we penetrate the 
very bowels of this land. 

I lost, recently, my little boy by sickness incurred during his visit 
to my camp on Big Black. He was my pride and hope of life, and 
his loss takes from me the great incentive to excel, and now I must 
work on purely and exclusively for love of country and professional 

ride. 
4 To you I can always unfold my thoughts as one worthy and 
capable of appreciating the feelings of a soldier and gentleman. 
With great respect, your friend and servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Or Commanding Officer, U. S. Navy, Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Catro, October 15, 1863. 
Sir: The Tennessee is falling again, and the Ohio has also gone 
down. There is less water in the Ohio now than has been known for 
some years. 
There will be no rise of any consequence in the Ohio and Ten- 
nessee until the middle of November. 
Very respectfully, D. D. Porrer, | 
. Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 
Washington. 
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[Telegram.] 


Paducah, October 14, 1863—I11 p.m 
(Received Cairo, Lth. ) 


Str: I have just arrived from Birmingham, where I anchored last 
night. During night river fell there 3 ‘inches, and at 11 this a. m. 
still falling. River now is at same stage as when the flotilla came 
out on the 2d ultimo. River now falling here; at Paducah also. I 
got ashore this p. m. 2 miles above this place. Reason for not send- 
ing this dispatch earlier, no damage. Was ashore five hours. 

E. M. Kine, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
A. M. Pennock. 


Report of Acting Master King, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Key West, re- 
garding the rise of the river. 


U. S. Gunpoat Key WEst, 
Paducah, Ky., October 18, 1863. 


Sir: The Tennessee River is again slowly rising, and the water is 
becoming slightly discolored, which is, I hope, an indication that the 
rise will continue and be permanent. 

My chief pilot, Mr. Powers, thinks that vessels drawing not more 
than 34 feet can now reach Hamburg, 25 miles below Eastport, Miss. 

I send my paymaster to Cairo for provisions. Seven of the ten: 
barrels beef drawn on last requisition have been condemned and 
thrown overboard. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. M. Krne, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 

A. M. Pennock, 

Cairo, Lul., Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


[Telegram. ] 


NasHVILLE, October 20, 1863—11 p.m. 
(Received Cairo, 21st.) 
General Sherman’s advance was at Eastport on the 15th. The 
sooner a gunboat can be got to him the better. Boats must now be on 
the way from St. Louis with supplies to go up the Tennessee for 


Sherman. 
U.S. Grant. 
Admiral Porter. 


[Telegram. ] 


Fuacsuie Brack Hawk, 
Cairo, Ill., October 20, 1863. 
(Received 1.45 a. m., 21st.) 
Water risen 2 feet in the Ohio, and still rising in the Tonnes 
As it is raining, I am told, heavily in Virginia, the rise may be a 
permanent one. 
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_ Three gunboats are ordered to go up as high as Florence, if pos- 
sible, and form a junction with General Sherman, from whom I 
received a letter on the 14th from Corinth. 

I have telegraphed to General Meigs that the gunboats were ready 
to convoy up both rivers, and I have ordered the gunboats to come 
below the falls at Louisville. 

Everything seems to work well for us. 

D. D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Telegram. ] 


Ocroper 21, 1863. 
Gunboats are now on their way up the Tennessee and far up the 
Cumberland. My intention is to send every gunboat I can spare 
up the Tennessee. -I have also sent below for light-drafts to come 
up. Am sorry to say the river is at a stand. 
PorTER. 
Major-General Granv. 


Letter from Major-General Hurlbut, U. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. 
Navy, forwarding information from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army. 


HeapQuarters SIXTEENTH ARMy Cores, 
Memphis, Tenn., October 21, 1863. 
Major-General Sherman telegraphs me that there is 8 feet water 
on the shoals and desires me to inform you. 
He leaves a regiment at Eastport. His advance will be in Tus- 
cumbia to-morrow. 
Wheeler’s cavalry, 8,000, is in force from Florence to Decatur on 
the north side of the river. 
Your obedient servant, S. A. Hurizor, 
Major-General. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, announcing his departure 
for Eastport, Miss. 


U. S. Gunpoat Hastrnocs, 
Paducah, October 21, 1863. 


Str: Tennessee pilots think there is now from 8 to 10 feet to 
Eastport. 1 leave here to-night with this vessel and the Key West. 
The enclosed is a list of Tennessee pilots. I have given Mr. 
Waggoner, pilot on board this vessel, permission to report to you 
in Cairo. Not being a Tennessee pilot, his services are not required, 
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and as he has been absent from home in the transport service and 
the naval service together two years, and is a most faithful and 
excellent man, I have thought you would wish to extend to him at 
this time the consideration he merits by granting him a leave of 
absence. ; 

This vessel is very short in both officers and men. She requires a 
crew of not less than 80 men, while she has less than 50, of whom 12 
are sick and as many more utterly worthless. 

Tam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHeEtrs, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portmr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Heapquarrers SIXTEENTH ARMy Corps, 
Memphis, Tenn., October 24, 1863. 
(By telegraph from Iuka.) 
Gunboats Key West and Hastings arrived at Eastport all right. 
Notify Admiral Porter. 
W. T. SHerman, 
Major-General. 
Major-General Hurizpur. 


[Teiegram.] 


: Tura, Miss., October 24, 1863. 

Two gunboats arrived at Eastport this morning. I telegraphed 
the fact to Hurlbut, but omitted doing so to you. I sent one of my 
staff with an escort to brmg up Commodore Phelps. You have 
doubtless heard that Grant is to command the Armies of the Ohio, 
Cumberland, and Tennessee united into one. He will devolve his 
present army on me, and I will want a most minute account of your 
troops for actual duty, arms, ammunition, ete. : 

W. T. Suerman, 


Major-General. 
General Doper, Corinth. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, announcing arrival at 
Eastport, Miss. 


U. S. Gunzoar Hastines, 
Eastport, Miss., October 24, 1863. 
Sir: We reached here this morning soon after daylight. Our prog- 
ress up was delayed by dark and stormy nights, rendering it impos- 
sible to run after the moon had set. The river is in fine navigable 
order, but falling, which leads me to suppose the storms we have 
encountered have not reached much to the southward and eastward 
of this point. The experienced pilots say that there is no chance of 
the river again becoming too low for good navigable purposes. We 
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can ascend only 7 miles above this point, there being only 30 inches 
on Colbert Shoals, and even there we can not approach but one 
bank of the river. As soon as I see General Sherman, who has sent 
a horse and escort over for me to go to Tuka, 8 miles distant, where 
his headquarters are, I will advise you of what may be necessary to 
enable me fully to cooperate with him. The general has been quite 
unwell, but is improving now. 

I met with no adventure on the way up, although I heard of numer- 
ous bands of the enemy. I think the Robd had best tow up a half- 
filled coal barge. I brought up one containing 4,000 bushels, but as 
neither the Key West nor this vessel was filled up at starting, we 
have already made way with that amount, having about four days’ 
full steaming on board. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHELps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding condition of 
affairs at Eastport. 


U. S. Gunsoatr Hastings, 
Eastport, Miss., October 25, 1863. 


Sir: I went over to Iuka last evening and returned this morning, 
having spent the night at General Sherman’s quarters. A large force 
of workmen are to-day engaged in decking over the coal barge I 
brought up for the purpose of crossing the first division of General 
Sherman’s force, which will arrive here to-morrow afternoon. Two 
of the divisions are stretched along the line of railway from Iuka, 
some 12 miles toward Tuscumbia, but I apprehend we shall yet cross 
those in this vicinity, and that this will become the chief depot of 
supplies. 

The general will himself be over here about day after to-morrow. 

I have not yet seen signs of any more vessels coming up. There 
is a nice flat which I fitted up last summer for use in the river, and 
which was last in charge of the Robb. It would be very useful here 
now, and I will be glad to have that vessel telegraphed to, to find it 
and bring it up. 

There should be boats actively cruising along this river now for 
reasons which I will explain by a more safe opportunity. Neither of 
those now here can be spared from the work of crossing the army and 
for the time covering operations here. 

General Sherman expressed himself much attached to you and 
highly pleased with the letter which you sent to him by me. His 
reception was cordial and his propositions for combined operations 
frank and full in detail. 


I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
nee e S. L. PHELps, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. 
Navy, regarding plans of operations and matters of general interest. 


Heapquarters DEpaRTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Iuka, October 25, 1863. 


Dear Apmirat: I was much gratified to hear from you yesterday 
and to see the prompt arrival of Captain Phelps with two gunboats. 
The moment I learned of the arrival I sent down an officer and escort 
to Eastport, where I had a regiment to watch for the boats, and 
brought the captain up. He spent the night with me and we talked 
over matters generally. Of course we will get along together ele- 
gantly. All I have he can command, and I know the same feeling 
pervades every sailor’s and soldier’s heart. We are as one. Now I 
want to cross the Tennessee to reach a point where I can communicate 
with Grant. Captain Phelps instantly offered to ferry over my men, 
horses, wagons, etc., but to facilitate the matter I have sent down to 
Eastport plenty of carpenter’s tools and materials to deck over one 
of your coal barges to make a float on which to carry wagons and 
mules. The gunboats can handle my men fast enough, but it is those 
cursed wagons and mules that bother us. If soldiers and mules could 
flourish without eating “I myself would be a soldier.” It is not 
“villainous saltpeter” that makes our life so hard, but grub and 
mules. Still, we will make it all right. 

Boats can not yet pass Colbert Shoals; so, for the time, we must foot 
it for Eastport and Waterloo, but I will occupy both banks up to 
Florence and Tuscumbia, trusting in a short time to get a ferryboat 
up to Florence. We are much obliged to the Tennessee, which has 
favored us most opportunely, for I am never easy with a railroad 
which takes a whole army to guard, each foot of rail being essential 
to the whole; whereas they can’t stop the Tennessee, and each boat 
can make its own game. I think also we can clear out anything 
except occasional shots at passing boats. 

My notions about the Mississippi are these: We must never again 
allow the enemy to make a lodgment on its bank with artillery, 
and therefore Columbus, Memphis, Vicksburg, and mouth of Yazoo 
must be held with troops. All else may be trusted to your gunboats 
and a force at Memphis and Vicksburg surplus and available at all 
times to float to the threatened point to prevent a lodgment. 

Through traffic on large steamboats, manned and properly officered, 
should be encouraged by all means. Each boat might be required 
to carry a gun, 25 muskets, and men, and a musket-proof barricade 
at each bow and quarter from which to fire; also boilers might be 
sheltered somewhat. 

Regular packets should be encouraged to keep up daily and rapid 
communication, which increases a feeling of security. It brings 
private enterprise to the aid of the general purpose, viz., uninter- 
rupted navigation of the river. 

Trading boats will, of course, be regulated by the Treasury De- 
partment. I do not see that we have any right to interfere further 
than as to contraband of war, and to make this more clear you and 
I ought to say what is contraband of war. The term is very indefi- 
nite, but Iam clearly of opinion that the laws of war give the Army 
and Navy a legal right to protect themselves against contraband traffic 
and its agents. Merchants, as a class, are governed by the law of self- 
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interest, and the temptations to import and sell goods contraband is 
so great that many will engage in it, but this is confined to a class of 
men that you and I know well. The real merchant, the man who 
loves his country as we do, would not ask to send down the river arms 
or ammunition or anything that would endanger our lives or the lives 
of our command. There are some things, such as salt for curing 
meats, medicines to cure wounds and sickness, that I am not so clear 
about, and care less. 

if you will propose a list of contraband and send it to Secretary 
Chase, I know he will make it public and save us a world of trouble. 

I have announced in orders that any officer of my command who 
makes a cent of profit by selling permits, passes, etc., or by any 
species of trade and speculation, is corrupt and criminal. I hear of 
such things, but really find few or no real cases, but I must stop 
scandal. Also, I contend, I have a right to impress for military 
service any men who have run from the North and come here to 
make a living and avoid draft. I will pick up a few such, and this 
will stop that class of meddlers and unauthorized hangers-on who 
have given us so much trouble. 

As ever, your friend, W. T. SHerMan. 


Admiral D. D. Porter, Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Carro, [Itt.], October 26, 1863. 
The gunboats Exchange |Hastings| and Key West have arrived 
at Eastport with General Sherman. ‘Three more will be with him in 
two days, with transports. These vessels have heavy batteries. 
D. D. Porter, 
fear-Admiral. 
Hon. G. WELLEs, 
Secretary Navy. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Sherman, 
U. S. Army, regarding the crossing of the troops. 


U. S. Gunsoar Hastinas, 
Eastport, October 27, 1863. 


GerneraL: The river has been rising for two days, but is again 
on a stand, with scant 3 feet on the shoals. It would be a risk to 
send the Aey West up to Cane Creek, and she could not remain 
there to cross the divisions with the river in its present condition. 
A light-draft steamer could take the barge up—always provided the 
sunken coal barges will not prevent—and cross the troops. No such 
boat has arrived, and we do not know when one will come. The 
remaining transportation of this division will be across during the 
night. I judge from what we have so far experienced that it will 
take thirty-six hours of good weather to cross the division. I pro- 
~ pose to go down the river this evening to hurry up transports to 
assist in the crossing, and, if no boat is met, at all events to bring 
up a flat with which we can reduce the time of crossing a division to 
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twenty hours. I can reach Fort Henry to-morrow morning and 
turn back, so as to be here day after to-morrow evening. I think 
I shall in this way do the best to the end of getting your forces over. 
Meanwhile, this vessel will remain here and will cross transporta- 
tion and troops as well as has been so far done. In the morning 
there will be no people to cross, and if the 4 or 5 inch rope (three 
coils of that circumference) could be got here—and I am told an 
officer of the pioneers has gone for it—it could be got across, the 
barge established as a ferry, and the Hastings then could take 
troops over, thus expediting matters. Your men will have a march 
of 15 miles to make, which will delay arrival at Chickasaw till day 
after to-morrow. The next division might not leave the present 
poe till a day later, when, perhaps, the arrival of a suitable 
oat may enable you to cross it at Cane Creek. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Major-General Witu1am T. Suerman, U.S. Army, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


[Telegram.] 


OctoseEr 28, 1863. 


I will probably go to-morrow, leaving Fuller here, and the divisions 
at Cherokee and Dickson will move down to Chickasaw and cross 
there. Captain Phelps has gone down the Tennessee to hurry up 
the boats that should have been up some days since. 

W. T. SHerman, 
Major-General. 
General G, M. Doner, Corinth. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Sherman, UV. S. 
Army, promising if possible to keep communication open. 


U. S. Mississterr1 Squapron, Fiacsure Brack Hawk, 
Cairo, October 28, 1863. 
Dear Grnerat: I have only time to write a few lines, but now 
that communication is open between us you shall hear from me often. 
Tam glad you have the gunboats with you, for though, as the report- 
ers say, “they do nothing,” yet I know you don’t object to having 
them on certain occasions. I intend to line the Tennessee with 
gunboats, and promise you that your communication shall never 
be interrupted if there is water in the river. 
Very truly and sincerely, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, 
Major-General W. T. Suerman, 
Eastport, Tenn. [Miss.]. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, UV. 8. Navy, regarding the slow progress 
in crossing the troops. 
U. S. Gunpoar Hastrnes, 
Below Fort Henry, October 29, 1863. 

Str: I found crossing the army so slow with the means at hand 
that I came down in this vessel to procure transports, flats, or barges. 
I have fortunately met the convoy and shall return with it imme- 
diately and send the #obd for coal, which is an immediate necessity. 
Fire linings for this vessel’s boilers were sent for weeks since, and 
have not been received, and much damage has consequently ensued. 
I send by the odd patterns for others, which are now an immediate 
want, as well as those before sent for. Will you be good enough to 
direct that they shall be cast without delay? If not soon received, 
the whole fire fronts will be destroyed. 

We captured this morning from the enemy, found crossing the 
river, 4 horses, 9 saddles, a quantity of leather, 5 muskets, and a 
shotgun. I send 3 of the horses and 8 saddles, with the arms, by the 
feobb, keeping one horse and saddle until I return, for my use at 
Eastport. We fired a few shot at the fleeing rebels, but with what 
success do not know. 

I had, in two days and nights, only crossed one of the four divi- 
sions of General Sherman’s force. Each division has some 600 
wagons and 4,000 animals, besides artillery. The Hastings was 
crossing the last of the First Division when I left last evening. I 
shall reach there to-morrow. General Sherman had been troubled 
in front by rebels, but had driven them from Tuscumbia and had 
the railroad repaired to Cherokee. He did not rely upon his rail- 
road communication with Memphis. He is drawing every available 
man from General Hurlbut’s command, which renders it more neces- 
sary to patrol the river closely, to prevent bands from crossing to 
annoy his lines and connections between the Tennessee and Missis- 
sippi rivers. The Peosta and Tawah, in addition to the force here, 
will be sufficient for all purposes. The Nawmkeag met with a bad 
accident in White River and will require to come up to Memphis 
for repairs, if not to Cairo. I will send an order for her, via Mem- 
phis, to relieve the Queen City, if there is water in White River for 
that vessel to convoy; otherwise to come at once to Memphis for 
repairs. 

ee are being fired into below Helena. The 7yler, if ready for 
service, is much needed there. 

I am taking on what wood we can carry to help out our coal. 

Excuse the haste in which I have written. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Pueres, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, U.S. Navy, | 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 
Papucan, October 29, 1863. 
Gunboats and transports left here for Eastport this morning at 
1 o’clock. I got pilots. 
D. Hiner. 


Captain Pennock, 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding return to East- 
port with additional boats for crossing the troops. 


U. S. Gunsoat Hastings, 
Eastport, October 31, 1863. 


Sir: We arrived here at daylight this morning, not having met 
with further adventure than the capture of two guerrillas with their 
horses, near Clifton. When passing near Savannah, at 11 p. m., 
saw signal rockets sent up by the enemy, but no signs of him except 
in that way. Also discovered evidences of some force of the enemy 
while passing Swallow Bluff in the night. I shall take some men 
down there this afternoon. 

The boats now here will cross the army in a hurry. In three days 
the whole force will be over. A depot will be established here, and 
a regiment will be entrenched on the hills as a garrison. It will be 
necessary to keep a gunboat here, and the Zawah is exactly the craft 
for the purpose. I propose to take some detachments of troops to 
clear out a few nests of the enemy, when, I presume, there will be 
no trouble with convoys, although the drafts made by General Sher- 
man upon troops heretofore occupying the line of Memphis, Corinth, 
and Iuka will render it impossible for them now to hold it, and the 
general only contemplates holding the two first named, which will 
leave the country open to the entrance of such detachments of the 
enemy as he may send along the river to interfere with transporta- 
tion. The force moving on the line of Florence and Athens will 
cover the east bank from all attempts with artillery. Upon the west 
bank an enterprising enemy can give trouble, if he knows it. 

I send the Cricket down ‘to join the #odb in the next convoy up. 
I must keep two gunboats here till the army is over the river. 

I can not now send communications across to Memphis, as the 
enemy yesterday drove the pickets in at Tuka, and I send the order 
for the Nawmkeag, of which I wrote day before yesterday, unsealed. 
You will know whether to send it or not, according to your wish in 
the matter. 

General Sherman is on board with me writing dispatches to send 
by the Cricket. It is a pleasure to be associated with a gentleman 
like him, and pleasant to hear him [speak] in such kind terms of 
yourself. 

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Pxetps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrtmr, U.S. Navy, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—I have directed the commanding officer of the Cricket to 
telegraph to you on arriving at Paducah. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Sher- 
man, U. 8. Army, regarding increased means of transporting troops. 


U.S. Gunnoar Kny Wust, October 31, 1863. 
GrenrraL: We will be due at Eastport at 4 a. m. with the trans- 
port Anglo-Saxon. The Nashville and a small ferryboat should ar- 
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rive by 8 or 9 o’clock this morning. I am writing as well as this 
shaking vessel will permit to advise you of this arrival, and to get 
my letter off as soon as we arrive. Either of the transports will 
require about 2 feet of water when light, and the ferryboat some 12 
inches, I suppose. If sufficient detail of men is made, the cargo of 
the two steamers can be landed in a few hours, when they can cross 
men and horses very rapidly, but not wagons. The ferryboat can 
take on 8 wagons without teams and some 50 horses. These boats, 
with the barge, can cross a division in twelve to fifteen hours. Fuel 
will be an immediate necessity. I have had to lend them all we 
could spare to get the boats up. The fences about may answer for 
a little while, but you will need to have wood cut immediately. I am 
told pine knots can be easily obtained about here. A steamer came 
up from Paducah, which, I suppose, was one of the convoy. I missed 
her at Duck River, and was informed by the gunboat astern that 
she was on a private trading voyage and had landed below us. I was 
in a hurry to get these vessels up or I should have gone down and 
brought the steamer up here. The river is everywhere thronged with 
guerrillas, and it is useless for us to patrol it and destroy skiffs, 
flats, etc., to prevent crossing the stream, when a steamer is permitted 
by the custom-house authorities to be on trading voyages. The per- 
mits are given by the Paducah custom-house officers. Would it not, 
as a military measure, be proper for you to order that no vessel shall 
be permitted to come up the Tennessee except in convoy of a gun- 
boat, and not to land except when the naval commander shall deem 
it safe and otherwise proper to do so? Your order to the custom- 
house officers they have to observe, and must give permits subject to 
them. The restrictions will enable gunboat officers to prevent deten- 
tion to transports arising from the presence of trading vessels. In 
short, such an order will enable us to control the trade to the desir- 
able point, permitting loyal people to get their products to market 
and to procure family supplies, while we can shut down on smuggling 
and make all conform to the public interests of a military character. 
If you give such an order, please send it to me as soon as you can 
and I will notify the Paducah authorities. 

I shall send a gunboat down this morning, but will detain her till 
T can hear from you and get what mail you may wish to send. She 
will reach Paducah in twenty hours, and if you desire it I will send 
her through to Cairo with your dispatches. 

We captured some men, horses, arms, and saddles. 

IT am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Puerpes, 
Commanding Sixth and Seventh Districts, Miss. Squadron. 


‘Major-General W. T. Suerman, U.S. Army, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee, Iuka, Miss. 


Letter from assistant quartermaster at Cairo to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, 
regarding convoy for transports going into the Tennessee River. 


Orrice ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER, 
Cairo, Ill., October 26, 1563. 
Apmirau: In compliance with instructions received by telegraph 
from Robert Allen, brigadier-general and chief quartermaster, I 
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have the honor to report the arrival from St. Louis of the transport 
Nashville, loaded for Eastport, on Tennessee River. Also expected 
arrival hourly of the transports Mattie and Anglo-Sawon, loaded and 
destined for the same port. Also to enquire if any of your vessels 
are ready to proceed as convoy to the same, or to enquire of you 
respectfully as to whether the convoy will be specially for the three 
vessels above named, or generally for transports “ rendezvoused ” at 
a certain point and to start at a certain time. 

I will thank you for such information as will enable me to act 
advisedly in the premises. ; 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 
A. C. Woo.FoLk, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship, ete. 


.General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, in view of the appointment 
of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to command the Department of the 
Tennessee. 


GENERAL ney U. S. Mississrer1r Squapron, 
No. 118. Fuacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, Lll., October 29, 1863. 
Major-General Sherman has been appointed to the command of the 
Department of the Tennessee, and all officers in this squadron are 
directed to give all the aid and assistance in their power to the de- 
partment under his command, cooperating with him on all occasions 
when he may desire it, conforming in every respect, as regards that 
department, to the general orders heretofore issued. 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, naming the vessels detached for duty 
in the Tennessee River. 


No. 186.] Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 30, 1863. 
Str: The Lexington, Hastings, Key West, Cricket, Robb, Romeo, 
and Peosta are detached for duty in the Tennessee River; and the 
Paw Paw, Tawah, Tyler, and one or two others will soon join them 
which will give a good force for that river. : 
The 7'uscumbia, as soon as I can get her repaired, and the Ozark, 
when she comes down, will join these vessels, which will be a respect- 
able force there, and quite enough to give the desired protection to 
our forces or to transports. Most of the vessels have gone up with 
convoys, and the others waiting for the transports to come along; 
the latter do not come as fast as they should, as the present rise may 


be only temporary, though, we have a right to expect fair navigation 
by the 15th of November. : 
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I have received letters from General Sherman and Lieutenant- 
Commander Phelps; the former was quite pleased to have the gun; 
boats there to ferry his troops over, and everything was going on 
quietly and nicely. I think we will want no more vessels there at 
present. I have use for every one I can command down river; the 
rebels are getting troublesome there. The steamers in search of 
cotton are supplying them with everything they want, and while 
trade goes on, the guerrillas will hold communication with and 
sometimes capture the steamers. 

I anticipate a great deal of trouble on the river in consequence of 
certain restrictions having been withdrawn. 

I shall go up the Tennessee River in a few days, as soon as I can 
make arrangements to supply the vessels there with coal, etc. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Portrr, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gwr0n WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lex- 
ington, of arrival at Perryville, Tenn. 


U. S. Gunspoar LexinerTon, 
Off Perryville, October 31, 1863. 

Sir: I have just arrived at this place, which is 105 miles below 
Eastport. 

.The chief engineer has just reported that the crank of the star- 
board wheel is so badly cracked that it will be dangerous to run with 
it. If it should break while running, it would knock out the cylinder 
heads and probably scald many persons. The engineer says it will be 
necessary to have a new one cast. I shall endeavor to communicate 
with Captain Phelps before returning to Paducah. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. | 


Papucan, November 2, 1863. 


I met U. S. S. Cricket at Fort Henry. She took charge of my 
barges and convoy, and I have returned with dispatches for you 
from General Sherman and Commander Phelps, which I have de- 
livered to the commandant at Paducah, with orders to forward im- 
mediately. U.S. S. Lexington is at Perryville with her starboard 
water-wheel shaft broken. Tennessee River at a stand, with 8 feet 
water in the channel. I return immediately with transports in con- 
veyance. 

Respectfully, etc., Luoyp THoMAS, — 

j Acting Ensign, ete. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 
51246°—n w r—vot 25—12——31 
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting letter from Major-Gen- 
eral Sherman, U. 8. Army, regarding progress in movement of troops. 


No. 191.] MisstsstpP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 4, 1863. 


Sir: I enclose a copy of a letter I received from General Sherman. 
Tt may be interesting, showing how he is getting along. The trans- 
ports have not gone down to the mouth of the Cumberland yet, 
though the gunboats got over the shoals by taking guns and every- 
thing else out of them, and are now near the mouth of the Cumber- 
land. Between this and the Cumberland there is more water than 
above. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


; [Enclosure. ] 


Herapquarters ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Eastport, October 31, 1863. 


Dear Apmrrau: I have had villainous weather, and the coal barge 
was very awkward, but I have passed over Ewing’s division, and I 
have heard from him in Florence all right. The next division has 
worked more slowly, but Captain Phelps has just arrived with the 
ferryboat and three transports, and I can now make things jump. I 
will put everything in motion. I have two more divisions on the 
ground to pass over the Tennessee, and General Dodge is making up 
a command of about 8,000 at Iuka to follow. I, myself, in person, 
will be at Florence to-morrow, at Rogersville next day, and Athens 
by the 3d. Unless I meet orders at Athens I will push on to Hunts- 
ville and Stevenson. ' 

But for the next five days there will be a stream of troops march- 
ing by brigades from Eastport to Athens. 

I will leave a regiment here at Eastport to entrench the hill back 
of Eastport. It will be a strong position, and one from which, in 
case of necessity, we can resume the offensive on the south of the 
river. 

I attach little importance to the railroad from Memphis, yet 
Corinth, with the railroad repaired, might become dangerous to us in 
the hands of the enemy; therefore I have ordered it to be held in some 
force. It is admirably fortified. 

If you think a garrison advisable at Fort Heiman, please write a 
note to General A. J. Smith, who has but a small command; yet, if 
necessary, he may spare a small force from Columbus. 

He is at this moment scouring the country from Columbus down 
toward the line of railroad. 

I think our movement up the Tennessee has taken them by surprise, 
and their cavalry is very much scattered—is powerless for any mili- 
tary purpose, but to molest our communications. I will be much 
obliged to you if you will cause the within to be telegraphed to Gen- 
erals Grant and Hurlburt. 
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Now that the sun is coming out we will get along faster and better. 
Captain Phelps will write you more fully of the stage of water, etc. 
As ever, your friend and servant, 
W. T. SHerman, 
Major-General. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, explaining cause of delay 
in the return to Cairo, Ill, of steamer Champion No. 2. 


U. S. Gunzoar Hastings, 
Paducah, Ky., November 7, 1863. 

Str: I have to report that Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander 
Johnston states that he arrived at Eastport with the Champion No. 2 
in convoy at 6 o’clock p. m. and was detained by order of Captain 
Prichett until 2 p. m. on the following day, which accounts for the 
delay in the arrival of the Champion at Cairo. 

On meeting the Romeo 25 miles below Eastport, I received your 
order to send the Champion immediately back to Cairo, and I accord- 
ingly ordered Captain Johnston to turn back, immediately on arrival 
at Eastport, with the Champion in convoy, and to make the best speed 
down the river, and to report to Captain Prichett that such were my 
orders. I gave these orders verbally, so as not to detain the vessels 
of the convoy by writing. Captain Johnston states that he reported 
as directed to Captain Prichett. I have received no explanations as 
to the cause of the delay, by Captain Prichett, of the Romeo and 
Champion at Eastport. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, of movement up the river. 


U. S. Gunsoar Hastines, 
Paducah, November 7, 1863. 
Srr: The Romeo leaves here this afternoon with two steamers in 
convoy. I go up immediately. 
I am respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Puetps, 
Lieutentant Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Smith, U. S. Navy, regarding the depar- 
ture from Paducah, Ky., of the U. S. steamers Hastings and Romeo. 
U.S. S. Prosta, 
Paducah, Ky., November 8, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Hastings left yester- 
day at 3 p. m., with Captain Phelps; also that the Romeo with con- 
voy, left shortly after. All is quiet here at present. 
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I forward herewith a dispatch from Lieutenant Hogan, in charge 
of ordnance stores, and remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
Tomas E. Smitu, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


(Telegram. ] 


Steamer Emma No. 2, 
Off Paducah, November 8, 1863. 
This steamer is now loaded with ammunition and waiting for a 
convoy to proceed up Tennessee River, as she will be used for some- 
time as a supply boat. J would respectfully request that a gunboat 
be specially detailed to accompany her to General Sherman, while 
the river admits of no delay on the part of this steamer in endeavor- 
ing to reach head waters of the navigation on Tennessee River. 
Respectfully, 
JoHN H. Hoean, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City. 


Letter from Lieutenant Hogan, U. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
requesting convoy for ordnance steamer Emma No. 2. 


Orpnance STEAMER Emma No. 2, 
Paducah, Ky., November 8, 1863. 
Sm: I have the honor to inform you that I am at this port in 
charge of the ordnance steamer /mma No. 2, loaded with reserve sup- 
ples of ordnance and ordnance stores, to be taken up the Tennessee 
River and lie at the head of navigation under protection of a gunboat 
in accordance with special order of Major-General Sherman. I 
therefore respectfully ask for special convoy to accompany this 
steamer. Captain Pennock, to who I had the honor to report at 
Cairo, stated that he would report the case to you. 
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
Joun H. Hogan, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Ordnance Steamer. 
Rear-Admiral Davin Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Licutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8S. Navy, commanding in the Ten- 
nessee River, announcing arrival at Eastport, Miss. 


U.S. Gunzoat Hastrines, 
Eastport, November 10, 1863. 


Str: I have arrived here to-day, having on the way up examined 
all the creeks, bayous, etc., for boats and flats, and have destroyed a 
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large number. Fortunately our boats in this service have escaped at- 
tack. On the evening of the 8th, discovered an encampment of the 
enemy, which we dispersed, capturing only a few camp articles. The 
following day two of our pickets chased two guerrillas and fired 
upon them, but only succeeded in getting the effects of one of them. 
At another point captured a mule from a small party of guerrillas. 
We were fired upon at Hamburg by a small band of rebels; landed a 
force, but could not catch the rascals. I met the Lexington with a 
steamer in convoy, bound down, at a point 20 miles below; I stopped 
her and am sending the Cricket down to proceed with the steamer: 
The Lexington will return here. Guerrillas in small squads are 
everywhere along the river. I shall go down in the morning to take 
ee Maxwell’s home guards on board to operate about Indian 
reek. 

I have not yet seen the commandant, but am informed that there 
are no means of communication between here and General Sherman’s 
forces; that he has taken supplies to carry him to Stevenson, where 
others will be had, reaching him by railroad. If this is so, and 
Captain Prichett is the authority, few transports will be likely to 
come up this stream hereafter. 

I send 6 prisoners, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, and 4 guerrillas, taken 
on board by Captain Johnston, gunboat Romeo, near Perryville, and 
received from a small party of home guards. It appears that Captain 
Johnston learned there were rebels near the landing and shelled them 
out, which afforded the opportunity for the home guards to bring in 
their prisoners. 

The Romeo is here, having arrived to-day. The transports are not 
unloading, but remained here as they arrived. Captain Prichett gave 
150 bushels of coal to a steamer taking sick soldiers down, as he says, 
“ giving the coal for humanity’s sake.” It would have been easy for 
the colonel to have had a few cords of wood cut for her use; 50 
miles below here there is plenty of wood. 

Hereafter the commanding naval officer here will be notified that 
he has no discretion in the matter, and that your order is literally to 
be observed. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 


Rear-Admiral Porter. 


Report of Acting Master Gorringe, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8S. Cricket, of 
arrival from Eastport, Miss., convoying steamer Sunny South. 


U.S. S. Cricker, 
November 11, 1863—10.30 p.m. 

Sir: In obedience to orders from Lieutenant-Commander S. L. 
Phelps, I have just arrived from Eastport, Miss. I convoyed the 
steamer Sunny South to this place, and will forward dispatches by 
her to Cairo, as I think you will get them sooner. I met the U.S. 5S. 
Peosta at Highland (45 miles above this place), with a convoy of 4 
steamers. I have not seen any enemy on my way down. 
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My orders direct that I shall remain here four or five days, when, 
if there are no steamers to convoy up the river, I am to return to 
Eastport. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ENRY H. Gorrince, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


al 


PapucaH, November 11, 1863. 
Steamer Rodd arrived here at 7.30; left Eastport on the 8th. 
Everything quiet along the Tennessee River. 
[Gro. L.] Smiru, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Tyler. 
Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8S. Navy, regarding withdrawal of 
; U. S. S. Romeo from further duty in the Tennessee River. 


U. S. Gunpoar Hastines, 
Savannah, November 12, 1863. 


Sir: I have ordered Lieutenant Commanding Johnston to report 
to you for further orders. As the Zawah and Paw Paw will soon be 
in the river, I do not consider it necessary to keep the Romeo longer. 
It is probable that at present there will be no convoy duty to per- 
form, as General Sherman fs already too much away to rely upon 
Eastport as a base of supplies. 

For reasons which I will explain more at large in another com- 
munication, I would not wish to place the charge of a convoy, or the 
protection of Eastport, in Captain Johnston’s direction. I yesterday 
captured 6 horses, 4 muskets, and other effects, from a party of 
rebels, and have to-day been pushing them hard, but without suc- 
cess, except in so far as to spoil a lounging place for them and a 
neighborhood nuisance by burning a distillery. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
-S. L. Pueres, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D, Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


Report of Acting Ensign Smith, U. S. Navy, regarding the movement of U. S. S. 
steamers Cricket and Robb up the river, convoying transports. 


USS. So Tyran} 
Paducah, November 13, 1863. 
Sir: The U. S. steamers Cricket and Robd got underway at 3.30 
this afternoon, convoying 3 transports loaded with troops up Ten- 
nessee River. 
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Colonel Hicks, the commander of this post, informs me there are 
about 600 rebels about 18 miles south from here, but he does not know 
which way they will go. They have been hovering about here for the 
last five days. They captured our mail carrier a few days ago, and 
being informed by him there were gunboats here, they retreated 
some distance. The military force at this post is only 140 men. 
Everything is quiet at present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Grorce L. Smiry, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Papucan, November 16, 1863. 


U. S. S. Zawah arrived here at 3 o’clock yesterday p.m. After 
getting her pilot she left at 11 thisa.m. All quiet there. 
. Gzo, L. Smiru. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mound City. 


[Telegram.] 


PapucaH, November 17, 1863. 


Just arrived from Eastport with mail and dispatches. Brought 
dispatches from Colonel Rinaker, commanding post at Eastport, 
with orders to telegraph the same to you, to be forwarded to Major- 
General Grant, and await an answer to the same. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Lioyp THomas, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding frobb. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mound City, Lil. 


(Telegram. ] 


Heapquarters, Eastrort, Miss., November 17, 1863. 

GrneraL: I would respectfully report Colonel Cladek, Thirty- 
fifth New Jersey Volunteers, arrived here last night aboard trans- 
ports from Washington, D. C., with three regiments of infantry, 
numbering 2,200 men, with orders to report here to Major-General 
Sherman; he has no land transportation and there is none for him 
here. There has been no communication from or to this place with 
General Sherman for ten days. It is impossible for the colonel to 
cross the country from here to General Sherman; he has transporta- 
tion enough here to take him down the river, which T have retained 
until further orders can be had. Will you please give the necessary 
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orders? Please answer through Admiral Porter, through whom this 
is forwarded. : 
I have the honor, general, to be your very respectful servant, 
Jno. I. RINaKER, 
Colonel 122d Ill., Commanding Post, Fastport, Miss. 
Brigadier-General Jox. A. Rawiins, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Nashville, Tenn. 


[Telegram.] 


Gunpoat Hast1nos, 
Off Paducah, November 18, 1863. 
Shall I send the Lexington down to Cairo? Water falling in Ten- 
nessee. Have ordered her in consequence. 
S. L. Preps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Mound City. 


[Telegram.] 


Papucan, November 18, 1863. 
U. S. steamers Lexington and Peosta arrived here last night out 
of Tennessee. They report everything quiet. 
Grorce L. Smira, 
Commanding Tyler. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


[Telegram. ] 


Cuatranooca, Vovember 18, 1863. 
(Received Mound City, 19th.) 
Return the troops already and to arrive until further orders. Re- 
lieve the transports on which they arrive. 


U. S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
ComMANDING Orricer, Eastport, | Miss.,] 
Care Admiral Porter, Mound City. 


[Telegram. ] 


Papucan, November 19, 1863. 
I have sent the Robd to Eastport with the dispatch from Major- 
General Grant. : 
The Peosta has gone up with a convoy, and will assist in conveying 
the transports down to this place. 
J. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City. 
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[Telegram. ] 


Papucau, November 20, 1863. 
If the 7yler leaves here in the morning there will be no gunboat 
left. The enemy is within 20 miles of this place. My force is small. 
Tt is all important to have at least one gunboat here at the time. 
S. G. Hicks, 
Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mound City. 


Report of Captain Audenreid, U. S. Army, to Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, 
announcing the arrival of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps at Eastport, Miss., 
with a fleet of transports. 

On Boarp Gunsoat Hasrines, 
November 20, 1863—7 :30 a. m. 
GENERAL: Captain Phelps arrived with a fleet about three-quarters 
of an hour since. His boat is lying at the place we landed below 

Waterloo on Monday. Being on the opposite side of the river, I 

could not send you message sooner. Four loads have been passed 

over since I have been on the boat. The great difficulty lies in the 
staging, and also from having to pull every wagon up the hill by 
mules. 

Very respectfully, Jos. C. AUDENREID. 


Major-General SHERMAN, 
Commanding Army of the Tennessee. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, acknowledging orders to 
return to Paducah, Ky. 


U. S. Gunpoat Ty er, 
Head of Grand Chain, November 20, 1863. 
Str: Your order has just been received. I shall proceed to Padu- 
cah immediately. When I was left in charge there I received no 
orders that the place was never to be left without a gunboat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


(Telegram. ] 
Cuatranooca, November 21, 1863. 

I meant to let transports return and go about their business, or 
wherever the quartermaster might have previously directed them. 
Now I want to change that order. Please send this immediately up 
and direct all transports turned back to Eastport and take on board 
all the troops there, except the garrison left by General Sherman, 
and bring them to Nashville with all dispatch. 

U. S. Grant, 


Admiral D, D. Porter, Major-General. 
Mound City, Lit, 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, regarding reported con- 
centration of Confederate force for an attack upon Paducah, Ky. 


U. S. Gunsoar Ty Er, 
Paducah, Ky., November 22, 1863. 
prea I have just been informed by Colenet [S. G.] Ticks com- 
manding the post here, that the rebels are concentrating behind May- 
field for an attack upon this place. Their numbers are estimated at 
between two and three thousand, with four pieces of artillery. 

They are commanded by F orrest, Faulkner, and others. 

As this vessel can not enter the mouth of the Tennessee River, it 
would be very important that a light-draft might be here, as she 
could take her station about one-half mile above the town in the Ten- 
nessee and command the Mayfield road. This vessel can command 
all the streets and roads leading into the lower part. They can only 
muster about 300 troops here all told. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Portzr, 
Commanding Mi ississippt Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


PapucaH, November 23, 1863. 
The Peosta has just arrived from Eastport, convoying the steamers 
Spread Eagle and Anglo-Saxon. Nothing on board. 
J. M. PricHett, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, Ill. 


[Telegram.] 


PapucaH, November 23, 1863. 
The Cricket has just arrived, convoying the trading boat J/asoniec 
Gem. ‘There are three boats here loaded with cav alry, and more to 
arrive, bound up the Tennessee River. They are from Cincinnati. 
J. M. Pricuert, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrerr, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City. 


[ Telegram. ] 


PapucaH, November 24, 1863. 
The officer commanding the cavalry here informs me that he has 
orders to wait at this place until the entire regiment arrives. They 
could do no good up the river, as they have no ‘equipments with them 
except carbines. 
J. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi S quadron, Mound City. 
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{ Telegram. ] 


Papucaun, November 24, 1863. 

Your dispatch just received. In case of an attack, the Peosta will 
go up the Tennessee and command the Mayfield, | Ky.], road, the 
Cricket to the lower part of the town, and the 7'yler will take posi- 
tion so as to rake the streets and support the fort. Their object is 
to plunder the stores and houses for shoes and blankets. Their scouts 
came within 3 miles of the town last night. 

J. M. Pricuerr, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadren. 


[Telegram. ] 


Papucan, November 25, 1863. 
The Thirty-fourth New Jersey Regiment has just arrived, bound 
for Eastport. Owing to the present order in regard to the troops, 
they do not know whether to go on or proceed to Nashville. The 
colonel would like your advice, if you are disposed to give it. 
J. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Conmanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Pavucan, November 25, 1863. 
Captain [B. F.] Reno, assistant quartermaster, has two boats to go 
up Tennessee River to bring down 850,000 rations from Eastport, 
[Miss.]. He wishes to start immediately and I will send the Cricket 
to convoy them. 
J. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


PapnucaH, November 26, 1863. 
I have sent the Cricket up the Tennessee with your dispatches. 
She also had a convoy of steamers loaded with troops. 
J. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. 8. Navy, regarding movement of 
vessels at Paducah, Ky. 


VJ. S. Gunzoar TY er, 
Paducah, Ky., November 26, 1863. 

Sm: I received your dispatches this morning per steamer 7Z'ensas, 
which I shall send back immediately, as I do not think it necessary 
to keep her here, as the Peosta will not be needed for a convoy before 
to-morrow or next day, when there will be another cavalry regiment 
here. The Cricket took the dispatches up the Tennessee; also con- 
voyed all the transports with troops on board. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Jas. M. Pricuert, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Papucau, November 27, 1863. 
The Key West arrived this morning from Eastport, towing empty 
barges used in crossing General Sherman’s army at that place. 
There are two tows waiting for convoy to Hamburg Landing. I 
shall send them this evening or to-morrow morning. No more cav- 
alry have arrived yet. 
J. M. Pricuertr, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] = 


; PapucaH, November 29, 1863. 
The Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry has commenced arriving. 
The entire regiment will reach here about Tuesday morning. They 
are bound to Eastport. I shall send the Peosta with them. 


J. M. Pricnert, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Papucan, November 29, 1863. 
The Key West left this a. m. for Hamburg Landing, convoying 
steamers /Zome and Jowa. It was impossible for them to have left 
yesterday, as the boats could not handle their hay barges in the 
heavy wind that was blowing all day. * 
J. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Papucau, November 30, 1863. 
The odd has just arrived from Hamburg Landing, convoying the 
steamer Vashville. I leave immediately for Cairo. 
Jas. M. Pricuert, 


* Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City. 


[Telegram. ] 


Papucau, December 1, 1863. 
Sir: The Cricket arrived here this a. m. with a convoy of thirteen 
vessels from Eastport, Miss. The Cricket was run into by the trans- 
port Cricket No. 4, which threw her shaft out of the starboard pillow 
block. Broke pillow in two. Lost the quarter brasses overboard; 
also broke the rock shaft. 
Very respectfully, Tos. E. Smiru. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrtsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


PapucaH, December 1, 1868. 


Sir: There are twelve transports here, and I will start with them 
to Eastport as soon as they can be got ready. 
Very respectfully, Tuos. E. SM1rH. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Portnr, 
Mound City. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General Reid, U. S. 
Army, transmitting order from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, regarding 
transports at Eastport, Miss. 


Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, December 1, 1863. 


Genera: I enclose you herewith a telegraphic dispatch which I 
have just received from General Grant. I think we shall require at 
least four more boats to proceed without delay up the Tennessee 
River to bring down all the things. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Brigadier-General H. T. Rem, 
Commanding Forces, Cairo, Ill. 
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Cuarranooga, November 30, 1863. 


Please send above dispatch by gunboat to Eastport, with instruc- 
tions to turn back all transports it may meet to Eastport for the 
transportation of troops at that place, and if you are of opinion that 
there are not sufficient boats in Tennessee River to transport the 
troops, you will please advise General Reid, at Cairo, who will order 
forward a sufficient number for that purpose. 

U. 8S. Grant, 


Admiral D. D. Porter, Major-General. 
Mound City, Lil. 


(Telegram. ] 


Cuatranooca, December 1, 1863. 

_ Send the transports back to Eastport to remove the troops thence 
to Columbus, Ky. The following order, which was sent in care of 
Admiral Porter to commanding officer at Eastport, you will send 
up by an officer of your command with the transports. 
U. S. Granr. 
Colonel Hicks, 

Paducah. 


[ Enclosure—Telegram. ] 


Cuatranooca, November 30, 1863. 


You will evacuate Eastport and move all the forces at that place 
to Columbus, Ky., reporting to Brigadier-General A. J. Smith. Send 
all the quartermaster’s commissary and ordnance stores not required 
for immediate use by your command to Nashville, Tenn., via Cumber- 
land River. 

U. S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
CoMMANDING OFFICER, 
Eastport, Miss. 


(Telegram. ] 


Catro, December 1, 1863. 
Your dispatch received. Four boats will be sent as soon as they 
can be got ready. They will report to you to-morrow morning, as 
they may need convoy. 
H. T.. Rem, 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, Brigadier-General 
Flagship, Mound City. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Smith, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. 
Peosta, regarding the movement of transports to Eastport, Miss. 


U. S. S. Prosra, 
Paducah, Ky., December 2, 1863—2 a. m. 


Sir: The tug Jvy has just arrived here with dispatches, and J will 
send the gunboat odd at once with them. 
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We have 12 transports at this place, and they will be ready to start 
by 12 o’clock to-day. I should have started with them this evening 
if the steamers had fuel. The commander of this port has sent 6 
steamers to Smithland for coal, and on their return I will start with 
the convoy with 12 transports, there being 7 at Eastport, making 19 
in all. With these we can move everything at Eastport. Should any 
light transports arrive here before I leave they will be ordered up 
Tennessee River. I will telegraph to you when the transports are 
ready to start. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuomas E. Smiru, 
Acting V olunteer Lietuenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{Telegram.] 


Papucan, December 8, 1863. 
The fobd arrived from Eastport with four barges in tow last 
night. There is a boat here loaded with common stores for a force 
now on the bank of the Tennessee about Reynoldsburg Island; they 
are in want of provisions. I will send the Rodd up with her as soon 
as she has coaled. The fleet from Eastport started on Monday, De- 

cember 7, 1863. 
Henry H. Gorriner, 
Acting Master, Commanding U.S. S. Cricket. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 


[Telegram. ] 


Papucan, December 10, 1863. 

I have arrived here with the entire fleet from Eastport under con- 
voy of the Tawah, Peosta, Key West, and Paw Paw. We met the 
Robb 6 miles below Reynoldsburg Island with a transport loaded 
with commissary stores, bound to that place to return the troops. 

JASON GoupDyY, 
Acting Fleet Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


[Telegram. ] 


Papucanu, December 11, 1863. 


The Robb arrived here at 1 o’clock. 
Jason Goupy, 
Commander. 


Rear-Admira]l Davin D. Porter. 
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[Telegram.] 


Cotumsus, December 11, 1863. 
All the troops from Eastport. Shall I proceed to my station ? 
J. M. Pricuert, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Gunboat Tyler. 


Rear-Admiral Porrsr. 


Approved by order of Brigadier-General A. J. Smith: 
J. Hoven, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


U. S. Gunsoat TyYLEr, 
Columbus, Ky., December 13, 1863. 


Str: All the troops and stores from Eastport have arrived. I 
would respectfully request further orders from you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-A dmiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Heapquarters 6TH Division, 16TH Army Corps, 
Union City, Tenn., December 17, 1863. 
ApmrraL: I am just informed that General Roddey crossed the 
Tennessee at Eastport with his forces to pass down on the east side 
and recross the Tennessee to join Forrest at Jackson. Have you any 
gunboats on that part of the river? 
A. J. SmitH, 


Brigadier-General. 
Admiral D, D. Porter, 
Cairo. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Heapquarters District or CoLUMBUS, 
Columbus, Ky., December 17, 1863. 
General Hurlbut notifies me that Roddey, with his ‘command, 
crossed the Tennessee River above Eastport on the 10th and 11th 
instant, intending to go down the river and recross to Forrest at 


Jackson. 
Wo. T. SHaw, 
Colonel, in command at District Headquarters. 
Admiral Porter. 
[ Endorsement. ] 


Get the gunboats up above Decaturville and try and stop him. 
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Cuarranooca, [Trenn.], December 17, 1863. 
__Can you send two or three light-draft gunboats over the shoals 
if the water gets up sufficiently high to do so, to be used on the upper 
Tennessee? They will be of immense service here. 
U.S. Grant, 
Major-General, 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mound City, [Ill.] 


[Telegram. ] 


Cuarranooaa, [Tenn.], December 18, 1863. | 
(Received Mound City, 20th.) 
Apmirau: If you have not already sent gunboats up the Tennessee, 
be good enough to send one at once to escort two transports from 
Paducah to Savannah, [Tenn.]. They are sent by Colonel [Stephen 
G.] Hicks to ferry Crook’s cavalry across the river. 
U.S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
Admiral Porter, 
Mound City, [I1.] 


[Telegram. ] 


Cairo, December 18, 1863. 
I have already ordered Captain Shirk to get the gunboats over 
the shoals the moment he can do so. 
Daviv D. Porter, 
Rear-Admirdl. 
General U. S. Grant. 


Catro, December 19, 1863. 
Colonel Parsons has just left me. I will order the gunboats to 
carry out his wishes. Nothing is delayed. 
Davip D. Porter, 
: Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General Grant. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Nasuvitxe, [Tenn.], December 24, 1863. 
Will you have the kindness to direct gunboat No. 12 [Curlew] to 
convoy steamer Masonic Gem, now at Paducah, to Savannah, [Tenn. }. 
U. S. Grant, 
Major-General, 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrnr. 
~ §1246°—Nn w R—VOL 25—12——32 
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Papucan, [Ky.], December 24, 1863. 


Gunboat Curlew is here. No other gunboat. There are two trans- 
ports here, ordered up the Tennessee River to ferry cavalry across 
the river at Savannah, [Tenn.]. Can the Curlew go with them? 

S. G. Hicks, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
Admiral D. D. Porter. 


[Telegram.] 


Mownp Ciry, Itu., December 25, 1563. 
The gunboat you mentioned was ordered to proceed yesterday 
with the transport to Savannah. Captain Shirk is at Savannah. 
D. D. Porter, 


fear-Admiral. 
Major-General Grant. 


[Telegram.] 


Cincinnati, October 12, 1863. 

Your telegram just received. Do you wish me to try to get some 
of these upper boats down, or shall I proceed without them? Prob- 
ably I might, during this little rise, get two down. It would not be 
advisable to take all from this place just now. I am all ready to 
leave. Please answer at once. 

LeRoy Friren, 
. Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrsr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Goudy, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. S. S. Tawah, of movement down the White River. 


U.S. 8. Tawan, 
Off Devall’s Bluff, Ark., October 12, 1863. 
Srr: On account of the low stage of water in this river, I find we 
are not able to make the three trips per week as you ordered, and I 
shall have to adopt the plan of sending a gunboat down whenever 
T can get boats enough to form a convoy. The Nauwmkeag arrived 
here Saturday, the 10th, with part of her port stern post and her 
port rudder carried away; done by striking a sunken log. We tried 
to repair damages here, but could not, for want of steam dock, but 
have repaired sufficiently for her to go out of the river. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jason Goupy, 
Commanding Tawah. 
Lieutenant-Commander §. L. Pxetps, 
Commanding 6th and 7th Districts, Mississippi Squadron, 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
expedition into the Yazoo River to inspect the condition of the 
U.S. 8. Cairo, October 13, 1863. 


U.S. S. Perret, 
Off Goodrich’s Landing, October 19, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to yours of the 29th ultimo, to take a light-draft 
and go up the Yazoo as far as I could and discover the Cairo and her 
condition, I have to report, I took the Petrel, Acting Master Sinclair, 
and entered the mouth of Old River the morning of the 13th at 8.45, 
and after three hours of hard steaming, I got as high up as where the 
mortars were stretched across the river. The Petrel draws 39 inches 
and there was but 30 to 48 inches in the river. Her bottom was being 
dragged through the mud all the time and the pilot, Acting Ensign 
Starr, who ran on the Yazoo River for five years, told me we would 
have about 8 miles of just such bottom, and as the river was falling 
rapidly, and coal was being consumed to a greater amount than we 
could spare, I concluded you did not desire that I should run the 
risk of grounding beyond assistance, but would wish I should wait 
to inform you of the present stage of water, and wait your further 
orders. With 1 foot or 18 inches more water, I think I can get into 
the Yazoo, where I am told there is plenty of water. In endeavoring 
to force her over the bar, I had all the steam the engineers thought 
safe (140 pounds). I had made but about 800 yards in two hours. 
I had a boat sent far up the river but no better water could be found. 
I discovered the tug and also the 32-pounder, but no brass piece. 
The 32-pounder is impaired by a shot in the muzzle. The tug lies 
in 18 feet of water, with the starboard afterpart of the pilot house 
out of water about 15 inches. The mud, as found by a pole 24 feet 
long, was 3 feet deep. A much-rusted Enfield rifle was gotten out 
- of the pilot house. The tug lies quartering across the river with 
her head up and toward the left-hand bank going up. I took the 
32-pounder on board. I then went to Vicksburg and sent Mr. Starr 
overland to Haynes’ Bluff. He succeeded in finding the Cairo in 
about 20 feet of water. No part of her is out of water. There is 
about 3 feet of water on her wheelhouse. According te Mr. Snyder 
and Mr. Roach, who live at Haynes’ Bluff, the Cairo has been in 
sight but once since she was sunk in December, and only her pilot 
house showing. The chains that were hung over the bows were 
taken off by the rebels and used in mooring the raft; nothing else 
has been taken from her. She lies near the right-hand bank going 
up the river, and about 14 miles from Blake’s lower plantation. I 
found in Vicksburg the following guns: Seven 8-inch guns, 3 9-inch 
Dahlgren, 4 32-pounders 42 cwt. I could get a receipt for only 
the 7 8-inch guns. There were 14 gun carriages, rammers, sponges, 
sights, etc., mostly lost. AJl the guns are being sent to St. Louis. 
I enclose a copy of a request from General McArthur. I have sent 
for the steamer Louisville, taking her away from Lake Providence. 
General Hawkins, commanding at this place, also desires a heavy 
vessel here, as some 3,000 rebels are not far from here .with four 
pieces of artillery (Parrott). In obedience to your order of October 
9, I have ordered Mr. Starr to the Great Western and Mr. Gibson 
back to the Lowisville. Acting Master’s Mate Smith is attached to 
the Petrel, as she has but one watch officer, a master’s mate, besides 


himself. J. H. Chassing, agent of R. J. Tunstall, owner of the 
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steamer Diana, wishes to pay for the repairs done on that vessel at 
Skipwith’s Landing. I referred him to you. In case it becomes 
absolutely necessary to repair a transport, must the expense be col- 
lected of the boat, or the agent pay to those you may designate? The 
Army does not: pay any repairs, but those done to vessels owned 
altogether by the Government. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 


Heapquarters, Post or Vicxsspure, October 16, 1863. 
Caprain: During the absence of the troops from here on the pres- 
ent expedition, I would be obliged to you if you would station one of 
your vessels at this place. The presence of one would materially add 
to the defense of the garrison. 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. McArruour, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Post. 
Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, 
Commanding Fifth District. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8S. 8. 
forest Rose, to anchor near Bruinsburg, Miss. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 13, 1863. 
Str: Proceed up the river and take an anchorage in the neighbor- 
hood of Bruinsburg, Miss. Watch that point closely. Be econom- 
ical of fuel, and only move when necessary to frustrate the move- 
ments of the enemy or to assist a vessel in distress. Should a coal 
barge come down the river for this point, get underway and return 
here. You must not keep up steam all the time; use wood when- 
ever you can obtain it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 
Acting Lieutenant C. A. Wrient, 
Commanding U.S. S. Forest Rose. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. S, S. Queen City, regarding expedition to Friar’s 
Point, Miss., October 13-17, 1863. 


U.S. S. Queen Crty, October 18, 1863. 


Str: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders received 
from Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, commanding Sixth and Sev- 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 501 


enth divisions of this squadron, I left Helena on the 13th October 
and proceeded to Friar’s Point, Miss. A detachment of 100 men 
under Colonel Montgomery took passage on this vessel. 

We reached Friar’s Point at 2:25 a. m. and landed a 12-pounder 
field howitzer, which was manned from this vessel, and surrounded 
the town. At daylight we proceeded to examine the warehouses and 
dwellings. We captured several prisoners, also about 221 bales of 
cotton, which we shipped to Helena on the Hambleton Belle; an 
incomplete list of the owners of the cotton is enclosed in this report. 

We returned to Helena on the 17th, when I turned the prisoners 
over to Brigadier-General Buford, commanding United States forces 
at that place, and notified him that I claimed part of the captured 
cotton as prize to the Navy, and I also notified Major-General Hurl- 
but, commanding United States forces at Memphis, Tenn., to the 
same intent. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
Gro. W. Brown, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, enforcing prize 


law. 
GENERAL ORDER, U.S. Misstsstpr1 Squapron, 
No. 109. Flagship Black Hawk, October 14, 1863. 


In cases where vessels of this squadron capture steamers engaged 
in unlawful traffic on the Mississippi and tributaries, the law gov- 
erning prizes captured must be strictly complied with. 

The law requires that the commanding officer shall carefully pre- 
serve all the papers and writings found on board, and transmit the 
whole, unmutilated, to the judge of the district where the prize is 
ordered to proceed, with all the necessary witnesses and a report of 
all the circumstances attending the capture, etc. See section 5 of 
article approved July 17, 1862. 

If a vessel on the river engaged in mercantile pursuits is seized 
for violation of any existing Treasury laws or regulations, the same 
course must be pursued as in the capture of any enemy’s vessel. In 
case this rule is not followed, the captain will become responsible for 
the unlawful detention of the vessel. 

If a vessel is not seized and sent into port of the district of a loyal 
State, she must not be detained at all longer than necessary to ex- 
amine her papers, nor must she be turned over to the Army, with 
which the Navy has nothing to do in such transactions; nor must the 
commander who makes the seizure compel the captain or owners to 
give bonds to deliver themselves up, no such bonds being legal. 

No vessel must be interfered with in any way when a naval com- 
mander finds a revenue aid on board, unless said vessel is engaged 
in landing munitions of war, or is trading in a district prohibited 
by the military orders or within the enemy’s lines, 
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The officers comanding divisions are instructed to give aid and pro- 
tection to all legitimate trade and have the orders of the Treasury 
Department respected by the vessels under their immediate command. 

The want of attention to those printed regulations complicates the 
duties of this squadron and gives the Navy Department much un- 
necessary trouble in answering applications from interested parties. 

Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, to send the U. S. S. Forest Rose to 
Cairo, Il. 

MissIssIpPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 15, 1863. 
Sir: I wish you would have the Forest Rose up here on the 3d of 
November. I want to use her for a special purpose. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Comdg. 4th District, Mississippi Squadron, off Natchez. 


Letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U.S. Navy, regarding the position of his forces, and desir- 
ing assistance of light-draft vessels in Berwick Bay. 


Heapquarters, DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, October 17, 1863. 

ApmiraL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 29th * September, with copy of a communica- 
tion of September 12,* and the general orders for the protection of 
the Mississippi. 

Your previous letters have been received, for which I beg you to 
accept my thanks. The position of the army at the present time, 
between Vermilion and Opelousas, covers the Atchafalaya and the 
Mississippi between the mouth of Red River and New Orleans on 
the west bank. There is very little danger of artillery being used 
against our transports while this condition of things continues. 

We want very much indeed two or three ligt-draft boats in Ber- 
wick Bay and the connecting waters. But the low stage of these 
streams, as you say, will deprive us of them for the present. We 
must await the autumnal rise, which I hope will not be deferred 
long. 

I beg you to accept my thanks for your willingness to assist us in 
our operations in this department, and, knowing the numerous calls 
made upon your force, regret to be obliged to trouble you in this 
respect. 


* Not found. 
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_ The rebel force at Morganza was larger than you supposed, con- 
sisting of three brigades, numbering not less than 2,500 men. They 
were commanded by Generals Green, Mouton, and Major. We know 
their force from deserters and from their having captured the 
greater part of two regiments, which were separated several miles 
from Herron’s division for a day or two in their front. There are 
no troops now, however, we believe, east of the Teche on the Atcha- 
falaya, unless it be a small force at Simmesport, of which we have no 
knowledge. 

General Halleck writes me that intercepted letters from the rebel 
Government instruct their officers west of the Mississippi to destroy 
plantations and plant batteries, with a view of preventing the navi- 
gation of the river. You have doubtless received the same infor- 
mation. This will be effectually prevented between the mouth of 
the Red River and New Orleans, by the occupation of the country 
between Vermilionville and Opelousas by my command. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. Banks, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, following new 
Treasury order regarding permits for taking out cotton. 


GENERAL ORDER, U.S. Misstsstep1 SQUADRON, 
NOSELE, Flagship Black Hawk, October 17, 1863. 


By the new Treasury order, military officers commanding posts 
are authorized to endorse permits for taking out cotton, and officers 
of districts will also endorse for any persons in whom they have con- 
fidence, or where the gunboats can protect the vessels. 

Vessels loaded with cotton will be permitted to proceed to New 
Orleans, and officers on the gunboats are not to board steamers up or 
down, unless they wish to put on board dispatches, and every steamer 
boarded must be reported to me, and the reasons given for board- 
ing her. 

Tt is desired by the Government to protect the trade where cotton 
belongs to loyal persons, and the gunboats must give their protection 
whenever they can do so. When a gunboat has given the protection 
required, and the cotton is on board, the commander will endorse on 
the receipt “all correct,” with his name signed, which will be suffi- 
cient pass for the steamer. bet Pil 

The order of a commander of a military post or district will be 
sufficient if there is no revenue aid on board. 

Generals Grant’s and Banks’ orders will, at all time, entitle the per- 
sons taking cotton to the protection of gunboats without any further 
orders from me, unless there is an attempt to violate the order of the 
Secretary of the Treasury by landing goods of a suspicious charac- 
ter, when the officer commanding the division must exercise his judg- 
ment, with as little inconvenience to the steamers as possible. 

Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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[ Telegram. ] 


Loutsvitig, October 18, 1863. 
(Received Cairo, 19th.) 


Nashville reports 22 feet water in the Cumberland this afternoon. 
Steamers with quartermaster’s and other army stores have started 
for Nashville from this place. Please give orders to the gunboats to 
convoy [them] and other army steamers. 

[M. C. Metres, 


Quartermaster-General. | 
The Orricer ComMMANDING NavaL Force. 


[Telegram.] 


Lovisvittz, Ky., October 18, 1863. 


Cumberland River at Nashville has risen 22 feet. Steamboats 
have started from this place with forage and supplies. The Navy 
Department should order gunboats at once into the Cumberland to 
convoy and protect our steamboats. 

M. C. Metres, 
Quartermaster-General. 
SECRETARY OF War. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding 
steamer Bayou. 


U. 8. S. Larayertr, October 18, 1863. 
Sir: A few days since Major-General Dana turned over to Cap- 
tain Howard of the Neosho, a small stern-wheeled, flat-bottomed 
steamer, named Bayou. I will give you a full account of her in a 
few days, when I learn some particulars respecting her. I can make 
her very useful in furnishing wood and coal for the other vessels of 

my command. 
T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[ Jas. P. Fosrer], 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District. 


Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Wasuineron, October 19, 1863.—10 a. m. 

T have just shown your telegram to Secretary of the Navy, and he 
will immediately order Admiral Porter to put gunboats into the 
Cumberland, and also, if possible, into the Tennessee. If the latter 
becomes navigable, General Allen should send forage and supplies 
to Eastport for Sherman’s army. It now requires a very large force 
to guard the railroad. 

H. W. Hatreck, 

General-in-C hief. 

Brigadier-General M. C. Mrtes, 
Louisville, Ky. 
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[Telegram. ] 


Navy Department, October 19, 1863. 
It is reported the Cumberland River has risen 22 feet at. Nashville. 
The quartermaster has started his steamers from Louisville with 
supplies and asks for protection by your gunboats. 
GimEON WELLES. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, 
Cairo, Ill. 


(Telegram. ] 


Catro, IL, 
Flagship Black Hawk, October 19, 1863. 
(Received 1:50 a. m., 20th.) 
The Cumberland has risen 22 feet, Tennessee 11 inches during last 
day, and still rising. Gunboats ready to proceed up both rivers. 
D. D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander 
Ramsay, U. S. Navy, expressing disapproval of wnnecessary ex- 
posure of officers and men, as in case of Acting Master’s Mate Ward. 


Navy Department, October 19, 1863. 


Sir: Rear-Admiral Porter has forwarded to the department your 
letter of the 16th instant, reporting the capture of Acting Master’s 
Mate William S. Ward and two of the’ crew of the Choctaw by some 
rebel troops on the right bank of the Mississippi, near the mouth of 
Red River, while engaged in carrying, by your order, a letter to a 
house on shore. 

To whom and for what purpose the letter was sent is not stated in 
your communication. The Department must express its disapproba- 
tion of the practice of exposing officers and men unnecessarily or 
without an object connected with the public interest or welfare which 
would justify it. 

Very respectfully, etc. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay, 
Commanding U.S. S. Choctaw, Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding naval prize, 
giving names of vessels reported as such 


No. 171.] Misstsstpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, October 19, 1563. 
Sir: The Department misunderstood me in saying that any vessels 
were disposed of or reported except as prize to the Navy. I com- 
plained of some cotton having been condemned and confiscated under 
the act of Congress to confiscate property, etc., and for insurrection- 
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ary purposes. I wrote to the judge of the district, who says it could 
not be disposed of in any other way. I thought half the proceeds 
should go into the Navy pension fund, while in fact it went into the 
General Treasury. : 

The following are the names of the vessels that have been cap- 
tured under my command and reported as prize to the Navy; and all 
the regulations required by the “Act for the better government of 
the Navy,” approved April 23, 1860, were complied with. 

The names of the vessels are: 

Louisville, appraised for Government use; Elmira; Thomas Sugg, 
appraised for Government use; Haskaskia; Alonzo Child, appraised 
for Government use; St. Mary, appraised for Government use; Lady 
Walton; Zouave. - 

These are all the vessels. I have ordered all property captured 
from persons participating in the rebellion, and cotton taken from 
rebel fortifications, to be reported as naval prize. I do not encourage 
naval officers to touch abandoned property, unless there is a chance 
of its being used by the rebels. I think it would demoralize the 
squadron if it was permitted; but when the cotton or goods is 
the property of the rebel government, it is taken and entered as prize 
to the Navy. 

. Two hundred and eight bales of cotton have been condemned as 
prize to the Navy, and there are nearly 200 more that will go through 
the same form. 

All that has heretofore been disposed of has been under the act of 
Congress to confiscate property and for insurrectionary purposes, 
which the judge says is the only way that it could be disposed of 
at the time. 

All property sold as prize to the Navy will be, and has been, de- 
posited in the Treasury to the credit of the Navy pension fund. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, Rear-Admiral. 

Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, regarding disposition 
of captured salt and prisoners. 


U.S. 8S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 19, 1863. 
Sir: Your letter of the 18th is received. The captured salt you 
can send to Captain Pennock by the first dispatch boat, with a letter 
stating when taken and that I told you to send it. 
Please send the prisoners down to me in first vessel, in charge 
of an officer who knows all about their capture. 
Do you obtain any wood? Is your muster roll most ready? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant C. A. Wrieut, 
Commanding Forest Rose. 
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Stations of the vessels in the Mississi 
Rear-Admiral David D. 


"2 AC ee ee 
Conestoga 
Cricket... 


General Price 
General Bragg 
Great Western 


General Lyon 
General Pillow 
Hastin 
Judge Torrence 
Juliet 


Lafayette. 
Louisville. . 


Little Rebel..... 
Mound City 
Manitou 


Neosho 
Osage 


Paw Paw 
Peosta 


Romeo 


Robb 
Weindeerst esse -cm-2s0 2 
Signal 
Springfield 
St. Clair. 
Sovereign 
Silver Lake 
Silver Cloud 


_.| Lieut. Commander J. P. Foster... 


Acting Master Thomas M. Farrell 
.| Acting Ensign N. T. Rennell 


_..| Pilot A. M. Grant 


..| Acting Master A. F. Thompson 
.| Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thomas E, Smith 


pe Squadron, October 20, 1863, 
orter, commanding. 


Commander. 


Where stationed. 


Acting Ensign John C. Morong 
Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner 
Lieut. Commander K. R. Breese......- 
Lieut. Commander James A. Greer 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas. G. Perkins 
ACLS MNStENUA Cw WaTUROliece <2 b.-s0eu aes cas 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. H. S. Eytinge... 
Lieut. Commander Frank M. Ramsay .. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. McLeod Murph: 
Lieut. Commander Thomas O. Selfridge 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. George P. Lord 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Scott 
Acting Master Alfred Phelps 


Lieut. Commander S. L. Phelps. -.....-. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J.S. Hurd.... 
Commander Robert Townsend 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Charles A, Wright 
Actmne Master GadaGroves: «oe sec. seossecee eee 
Acting Master John R. Grace 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. Richardson 
Lieut. Joshua Bishop 
Acting Master Thomas Bates 
Pilot R. E. Birch 
Acting Ensign J. H. Rivers 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. R. Langthorne 
Acting Master Jeremiah Irwin 
Acting Ensign Matt. K. Haines 
Acting Master E. M. King 
Acting Master John Swaney 


Lieut. Commander E. K. Owen...........-..--.- 
Lieut. George M. Bache 


Lieut. Commander Byron Wilson 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Pearce 
Acting Master J. F. Treat 
Lieut. Commander Le Roy Fitch 
Acting Master J. C. Bunner 
Acting Master John Rogers.- 025-252. 8:-2o-s0ss<6 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Samuel Howard 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. P. Couthouy 


Acting Volunteer Lieut. Wm. R. Hoel 
Acting Master James D. Sinclair 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. E. Brennand......... 


Acting Volunteer Lieut. George W. Brown 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. V. Johnston 
Acting Ensign Wm. Ferguson.. 
Acting Master W. R. Wells 
Acting Ensign Robert Wilkinson 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Henry A. Glassford 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. Dominy......-.-- Eee 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. B. Gregory 
Acting Master George W. Foutty 


Acting Ensign J. C. Coyle. 
Acting Master A. F, O’Neil 


Sear SOTI eee eerie eee earn cia cieia ainione eintere elaiel<lelwe ewislenininin vinnie siniel=)misiianicior 
Tuscumbia 


eS nnn nen Laan 


Lieut. Commander James W. Shirk 
Lieut. Commander James M. Prichett. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jason Goudy 


Donaldsonville, 
Cairo. 
Cairo, repairing. 
Cairo. 


Upper Ohio. 

Down river, 

Ellis Cliffs. 

Red River. 
Carthage. 

Cypress Bend. 

On the ways, Cairo. 
White River. 

Cairo. 

Red River. 

Cole’s Creek. 

Cairo, repairing. 
Mouth of White River. 
Cow Island. 
Donaldsonville. 
Natchez. 


Goodrich’s Landing. 


Guard boat. 

Up White River. 
Natchez. 

At Memphis. 
Mouth of Tennessee. 
Baton Rouge. 
Bayou Sara. 


---| Skipwith’s Landing. 


Cairo, repairing. 
White River. 
Guarding powder boats. 
Lake Providence. 
Ellis Cliffs. 
White River. 
Upper Ohio. 
Island No. 10. 


Below Red River. 


gunboat. 
Grand Gulf. 
Greenville. 
Above Greenville. 
On the ways. 
Cairo. 
White River. 
Skipwith’s Landing. 


Up the Ohio. 

Above Bayou Sara. 
Below Donaldsonville. 
Above Island No. 10. 
Laid up. 

Upper Ohio. 

Below Helena. 
Skipwith’s Landing. 
Memphis. 

Cairo, repairing. 
White River. 


Cairo. 
Upper Ohio. 


On her trip down with mail. 


On her trip up with mail. 
Near mouth of White River. 
Near mouth of Red River. 


Cairo, being converted into a 


508 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
operations in the Ohio River. 


U.S. S. Moosz, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 20, 1863. 

Sir: I start down the river in the morning with the Moose, Rein- 
deer, and Victory, to convoy, etc., below. 

There is not water to let the Fairplay down just now, but I think 
she will be able to get down soon. 

I think it better, anyway, to have one boat in the Ohio till there is 
sufficient water to prevent the river being forded. After the river 
rises there is little chance for guerrilla successes. 

As I pass the Fairplay, I take with me for her a quantity of pro- 
visions, clothing, etc.; also a few men from the receiving ship, as she 
is very short-handed. 

General Cox, commanding the District of Ohio, will keep me in- 
formed should there be any moves above of such a nature as to re- 
quire the presence of gunboats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcx, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, in view of intended cross- 
ing of Confederate troops between Rodney and Grand Gulf. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 20, 1863. 

Sir: I have heard that the rebels intended to attempt to cross 
some troops from Mississippi to Louisiana between Rodney and 
Grand Gulf. I call your attention to it; try and obtain information 
from persons in the neighborhood; a good deal of medicine and am- 
munition is crossed in that region. Be as active as your allowance 
of wood (for that must now be our basis of operations) will allow 
you. 

I have been informed that skiffs are being built at or near St. 
Joseph. When a coal barge comes down for me, if you deem it im- 
prudent to leave your beat between St. Joseph and Grand Gulf, de- 
tain it until you coal. If necessary show this order to the captain 
of the boat. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 
Lieutenant C. A. Wricut, 
Commanding Forest Rose. 
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Report of Acting Master Coyle, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Silver Lake, regarding the difficulty of reaching the mouth of 
Cumberland River on account of low water. 


U.S. S. Suiver Laxg, 
Off Evansville, Ind., October 20, 1863. 

Str: IT have the honor to report that I have received your tele- 
gram of this date, ordering me to proceed at once to the mouth of 
the Cumberland River, and be ready to convoy vessels up that 
stream. 

In reply to which, I would beg leave very respectfully to say that 
there is only twenty-seven or eight inches water in several places 
between the Cumberland and this point; that the late rise in the river 
will barely affect the depth of water at Shawneetown Bar; that the 
water is falling here at present and this vessel now draws 32 inches 
water. 

To get to that point at present it will most likely be necessary to 
lighten the vessel of her guns, ammunition, and stores. 

Shall I do that or wait your further orders? 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jos. C. Corte, 
Acting Master, Commanding U.S. S. Silver Lake. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


{Telegram.] 


Cincinnati, October 20, 1863. 
Your telegrams received. The prospect for getting through the 
canal is good, since river rising above. Small steamers running out. 
I leave here in the morning. Cumberland at a good stage. 
LeRoy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Major- 
General McPherson, U. S. Army, regarding capture of a German 
bringing information of the movements of the Confederates. 


U.S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, October 20, 1863. 


Generat: I have received from one of the gunboat captains under 
my command the following statement, which will explain itself and 
may be of interest to you: 


A German, named Frederick Bego, came in from Port Gibson on Thursday 
last (15th instant) for the purpose of going to Vicksburg with what he consid- 
ered to be important information to the military authorities. He started back 
to Port Gibson the same evening to obtain some papers he had forgotten, 
expecting to be back next morning. Barly on Friday his house was surrounded 
by about 20 cavalry. After considerable resistance he was knocked down 
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and captured; he is said to be badly wounded, is in jail, and the rebels say 
they will try and hang him as a spy. I lay the whole matter before you, also 
the communication he made to me, and which he wished sent to General 
McPherson. 

If the intelligence he is able to communicate (which may be partially under- 
stood from what he told me) is considered of sufficient importance he can easily 
be rescued by 25 cavalry, to start from this point at night with a good guide; 
there has not been more than 20 cavalry at Port Gibson since Bego was taken. 

Mr. Bego has informed me that an Irishman, named Leonard (who had 
formerly lived at Port Gibson), came to his house on Wednesday evening, and 
as this Leonard is or was a clerk in the quartermaster’s department at Mobile, 
he (Bego) procured a quart of rum and got Leonard in quite a talkative mood. 
Leonard stated that the six gunboats at Mobile had been condemned as unfit 
for use, and that there were not more than 3,000 men at Mobile (Braxton’s 
Brigade), Louisiana and Texas men; that they intended leaving Mobile in 
two weeks, and are going to cross the Mississippi between Grand Gulf and 
Rodney. Leonard says there are boats building in the vicinity of St. Joseph. 
I have destroyed some of them and will look for the others; also that the 
brigade are bringing small boats with them; he says Mobile can not be held 
if attacked, as the troops have all gone to Chattanooga and elsewhere, and there 
is no confidence to be placed in the citizens. Leonard further says that Forrest 
is at Brandon and has received reinforcements from troops drawn from Mobile 
two weeks ago, and intends making a dash at Vicksburg. Leonard admits the 
place can not be held, but says Forrest will hold it long enough to burn it, and 
told Mr. Bego that he knew for certain the thing would be attempted soon. 
He also states that himself and the quartermaster or commissary (I don’t 
remember which) had brought $12,000 worth of goods to Port Gibson and had 
sold them, and intended going to Vicksburg to exchange the money for green 
backs. 

I believe Bego said the goods consisted mostly of medicines. He told me 
of various things, but as I expected him to go to Vicksburg the next day, I did 
not pay as particular attention as I would have done had he not intended. 


I send you, general, a letter captured the other day. There are in 
it some items about Johnston’s army. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Major-General J. B. McPuerson, U. 8S. Army. 
Vicksburg. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U.S. Navy, transmitting 
request from Brigadier-General Hawkins, U. S. Army, for a gun- 
boat at Milliken’s Bend. 


U.S. S. Petre, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, October 21, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several 
communications, dated October 2, 9, 15, and 18, and General Orders 
Nos. 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, and 110; also circular from the Navy 
Department, dated October 1, and ordnance circular dated September 
26, and also charges and specifications against Acting Master James 
D. Sinclair, commanding this vessel. 

The omeo being reported in such an unsafe condition, I ordered 
her to proceed to Cairo, hoping it would meet with your approval. 
In a former communication I informed you of General McArthur’s 
request for an ironclad. I enclose a subsequent communication from 
Brigadier-General Hawkins, commanding at Goodrich’s Landing, 
and in compliance with it have stationed the Zowisville at Milliken’s 
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Bend. The necessity for her being at Vicksburg appears, from 
General McPherson’s dispatch, not required. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Missisippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Heapquarters District N. E. Loursrana, 
Goodrich’s Landing, October 19, 1863. 


Captain: The gunboat Louisville having halted here, agreeably to 
instructions from Major-General McPherson, in order to cooperate 
with the troops of this district, I would respectfully request that for 
this purpose it be directed to take station at Milliken’s Bend until 
the necessities of the present occasion no longer require it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Joun P. Hawkins, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Commander E. K. Owen, 
Comanding Fifth Naval District, Present. 


Instructions from Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding 
officers of the First District. 


U.S. Ironciap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., October 21, 1863. 
-To Commanding Officers of Vessels Attached to First District, 

Mississippi Squadron. 

Sir: When approaching the Z’ssex or any gunboat belonging to the 
First Division at night you will hoist distinguishing lights in the 
following manner and sequence: 

On the 1st day of the month, and all other odd days, save those 
divisible by three, you will hoist a white light immediately under 
your green steamer-light. On the 2d day of the month, and all other 
even days, save those divisible by three, you will hoist a white light 
immediately under your red steamer-light. On the 8d day of the 
month, and all other days divisible by three, you will hoist a white 
light under your green, and also one under your red steamer-lights. 

When the above signals are made to yourself, at anchor, you will 
answer by waving a lantern from that part of the upper deck where 
it can be most plainly seen. You will not communicate this order 
to anyone, but when it is necessary that the signal shall be made, you 
will personally direct the executive officer or the officer of the deck, 
both as to the lights and the manner in which they are to be hoisted. 

You must remember that midnight divides the days, calling under 
the tenor of this order for a change of signals at that hour. 

I remain, very respectfully, yours, 
Ropert TOwNseEnND, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, 
Comdg. Ist District Mississippi Squadron. 


DD, NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS, 
[Endorsement. ] 


The above copy of a leter addressed to me by the commanding 
officers of vessels attached to the First Division Mississippi Squadron, 
is respectfully submitted to the consideration of Admiral Porter, 
commander-in-chief. 

Rosert TOWNSEND, 


Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Letter from George H. Heap to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, 
by the order of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for the pur- 
chase and equipment of tinclads for cooperation with Major- 
General Banks, U. S. Army. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 21, 1863. 


Dear Davin: I am desired by Mr. Fox to say to you that it is 
urgently necessary to have ten or twelve light tinclad vessels to co- 
operate with Banks. He thinks the Department has already written 
you on the subject, and authorized you to purchase and fit them out, 
but no record of the letter can be found. He wants you, however, to 
proceed at once to the purchase and equipment of these vessels, and 
you will shortly receive the necessary authority for the outlay. They 
can only be obtained in the upper waters, otherwise he would have 
written to Farragut’s locum tenens to obtain them at New Orleans, 
as they are to form part of his force. To obviate the necessity of 
Banks calling on you for assistance, the limit of Farragut’s command 
will be carried somewhat higher up, so as to include the scene of 
Banks’ operations. So you understand that Fox wants you to pro- 
cure ten or twelve tinclads, fit them out the same as those of your’ 
squadron, and transfer them to Farragut as soon as possible. 

Again, and a matter of much greater importance, Halleck and the 
War Department generally are in a stew for fear Rosecrans should 
have his communications cut and run short of supplies. Fox, there- 
fore, desires me to say to you that the administration deem it of the 
greatest urgency that you should give your own personal attention 
to this matter, as far as their water communications are concerned. 
We hear that the Western rivers are beginning to rise. Fox thinks 
that until Rosecrans’ army has secured itself sufficiently abundant 
supplies, you had better see to their communications yourself. Hal- 
leck was here about it this morning and yesterday, and Fox has been 
to see him, and among them all they seem to think that unless you 
take this matter in hand something will go wrong. 

The enclosed papers were not transmitted to the Department 
through the proper channel. Mr. Fox does not wish to return them 
officially as the party interested is known to the Secretary, and he 
would be glad if you found it compatible with the interests of the 
service to grant the request. Besides this is a matter for you to decide 
and it was unnecessary to send the papers to the Department. 

I believe this is all F. desires me to say for the present. You will 

robably receive your official orders respecting the tinclads shortly, 
but Fox desired me to write so that you might give the needful orders 
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forthwith. It is not quite in accordance with red tape, but it may 
expedite matters. 


Your, very affectionately, G. H. Hear. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, regarding Confederate 
force in vicinity of Lake Bruin, La. 

U.S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, October 22, 1863. 

Sir: I have received your letter about the guerrillas in the neighbor- 
hood of Lake Bruin and have laid the matter before General Crocker. 
He says he is now unable to send any men there, so you will have to 
watch them and do all you can to prevent them doing damage. I 
shall press upon the general the necessity of sending some men there. 

I have seen a Mr. Harper and a Mr. Chamberlain, I think it is, who 
state that the salt seized at St. Joseph was private property, intended 
for use on their places, and they are willing to make affidavit to that 
effect. I have told them that under those circumstances the salt can 
be returned to them. Will you please to take their affidavits when 
they come to you, with the exact locality of their plantations, and 
send them tome. The gentlemen will bring their teams to the neigh- 
borhood of your vessel for the salt. We don’t wish to harass or 
annoy peaceable citizens, but should treat them kindly and culti- 
vate friendly feelings. 

Be very particular not to interfere with private property. Mr. 
Erickson, while on board the Judge Torrence, made an application 
for promotion; you can allow him to come down to this vessel for 
examination. Also Charles Smith, whom you recommended. I saw 
Dr. Ming yesterday, and told him there must be an aid to the revenue 
on the boat that takes his cotton, to receive it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. Greer, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Lieutenant C. A. Wricut, 
Commanding Forest Rose (9). 


Seizure of steamers Sweden.and Lillie Martin, sent to Cairo, Il., for 
investigation, October 24, 1863. 


Report of Acting Master Morton, U. S. Navy, U. S. S. Conestoga. 


U. S. Gunsoat ConEsToGA, 
Off Bolivar, October 17, 1863. 


Sir: The tugboat Sweden, which Captain Selfridge seized (and 
afterwards liberated) just before he went home, has been prowling 
about ever since his absence. When I am down river she stays up 
about Napoleon. Yesterday she was there all day, and at night I 
find her with a lot of cotton on board which is not contracted for. I 
come down here and find 20 bales more from the estate of Humphreys, 
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a rebel colonel, and whose overseer belongs to a guerrilla party, the 
only one about here. I have therefore detained this tug and all on 
board until I hear from you, sir, for it is impossible to tell what is 
going on about the station with such a craft prowling about. Re- 
ceived a communication yesterday from the admiral, justifying Cap- 
tain Selfridge’s seizing her before, and informing me that she, or 
any other transport, can not land except under the guns of a naval 
boat. I think, sir, it would be advisable to send her to Cairo with 
Mr. Divine in charge. When Captain Selfridge returns, her conduct 
can be examined into before the admiral. Please, sir, order me what 
to do by first steamer. 

I have taken on board 2,000 bushels coal from the sunken barge— 
splendid coal. There still remains some 2,000 on the bar. An Army 
contractor is getting out the balance, but any gunboat can take it and 
receipt for it, as he gets paid from the Government for getting out all 
coal he can find on the bars. 

Hoping soon to have instructions what to do, 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gitpert Morton, 
Acting Master, Commanding Conestoga pro tempore. 


Captain Owen. 
P. S.—The tug has, altogether, about 50 bales cotton. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy. 


U.S. S. Perret, 
Off Skipswith’s Landing, October 21, 1863. 

Str: Acting Master G. Morton, commanding the U. S. S. Cones- 
toga, in a letter to me, complained of the tug Sweden, a tender to the 
Crescent City, as being a suspicious vessel. After investigating the 
case, I have ordered her to be sent to Cairo to report. I send along 
with other papers the sworn affidavit of Mr. M. G. Coe, of Bolivar 
County, who swears she buys cotton of persons in the rebel Army; 
also he swears she hes at the bank at times in the presence of guer- 
rillas, and they do not or have not disturbed [her]. I have also 
ordered the Lillie Martin to Cairo, provided she has the Evansville’s 
people on board, as Mr. Coe will swear the guerrillas used to go on 
board the Hvansville and get drunk and remain for hours, and no 
hurt come to the Lvansville. 

Captain Morton informs me in his letter that captain of the Zast- 
port said he had orders to detain her when she came down. The 
parties changed from the Lvansville to the Lillie Martin, and then 
evaded the Hastport. 

The Crescent City is lying at White River with about 1,500 bales 
of cotton on board. Captain Morton also says the commander of 
the Lillie Martin, » Memphis Jew, attempted to bribe him. I en- 
close Captain Morton’s letter. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 5th District. 
Rear-Admiral D, D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Acting Master Morton, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. Conestoga. 


U.S. S. Conrstoea, 
Off Napoleon, October 24, 1863. 

Str: This will be handed to you by Acting Chief Engineer Thomas 
Cook, who goes up to Cairo in charge of the steamer Lillie Martin 
and tug Sweden, seized by me and sent up to you, sir, by Lieutenant 
Commander E. K. Owen's orders, for illegal traffic and violation of 
the regulations of trade, which the accompanying documents and 
affidavits will explain. Mr. Cook can also give you, sir, full particu- 
lars, as also can Mr. Tatman, pilot, who goes up with Mr. C. 1 
should send another officer, but can not without disabling this vessel, 
as some of our officers are sick. I have been obliged, sir, to report 
these steamers, as it is utterly impossible to guard this station with 
any security (the river banks being full of guerrillas) while such 
craft are prowling about [at] night, and I wish, sir, faithfully to do 
my duty, that the Conestoga may not lose her good name for vigilance 
and watchfulness in Captain Selfridge’s absence. 

Hoping, sir, you will approve of my proceedings, 

I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Gitgert Morton, 
Acting Master, Commanding U.S. S. Conestoga pro tempore. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the captain of steamer Lillie Martin, enquiring the cause of seizure, 
and requesting release. 


Streamer Linum Martin, 
. Cairo, October 31, 1863. 
Str: The steamer Lilie Martin was seized by order of acting com- 
mander of U. 8. gunboat Conestoga, off Napoleon, and brought to 
this port. ; 
I am entirely ignorant of the charges preferred, either against said 
steamer or crew, and respectfully request that they be communicated 
to me and would further respectfully ask that I be permitted to go 
on shore, either on parole or under bonds for my appearance when 
required. 
With respect, I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. A. CUNNINGHAM, 
Captain Steamer Lillie Martin. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, Ll. 


Order of Acting Master Morton, U. S. Navy, to Acting Chief Engineer Cook, UV. S. 
; Navy, to proceed to Cairo in charge of steamers. 


U. S. S. Conzstoea, 
Off Napoleon, October 24, 1863. 
Sir: You go on board steamer Lillie Martin and tug Sweden and 
take command of said vessels and proceed with all possible dispatch 
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to Cairo, Ill., where you will report them to Rear-Admiral D. D. 
Porter, by and with the orders of Lieutenant-Commander EH. K. 
Owen, commanding this district. When you stop for the night or 
for any other cause, use every precaution to guard against capture 
by guerrillas and anchor in safe places. 

Pilot Mr. Tatman will go up with you; also 3 men as guards— 
David Lambert, John Doyle, William Maitland. 

Use your own judgment in getting to Cairo as soon as possible. 

Your obedient servant, 
Guitegert Morton, 
Acting Master, Commanding U.S. S. Conestoga. 


Mr. Tuos. Coox, 
Acting Chief Engineer. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Fourth District, referring to eepected Confederate attack between 
Hard Times and St. Joseph. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 24, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to your order 
of the 15th instant I have directed the Forest Rose to go to Cairo. 

All has been quiet in this district of late. I have received infor- 
mation that a party of guerrillas are preparing to attack boats be- 
tween Hard Times Landing and St. Joseph. It is said they have 
several pieces of artillery. I informed General Crocker, the com- 
manding officer of this district, of the fact and asked him to send 
some men up there to disperse them and capture the guns. He said 
he could not do it, but would inform General McPherson. I am sure 
we will have trouble in that region before long. I shall send to 
General McPherson about the matter and see if he will send men 
there. 

I am very much crippled for want of fuel and wood is very scarce 
between this place and Hurricane Island. 

The Curlew and Rattler are stationed at Cole’s Creek and Rodney 
and both are sadly in need of repairs. If I had one more light-draft 
boat to patrol in the neighborhood of St. Joseph, I could do much 
good service and watch the movements of the rebels. 

My force is not sufficient now to guard well the district. Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Wright captured a Lieutenant Lane, of Gen- 
eral Kctor’s staff, at St. Joseph a few nights ago. I shall send him 
up to the provost-marshal at Cairo. We occasionally pick up pris- 
oners and deserters, and I turn them over to the provost-marshal 
at this place. Mails are also captured. I read the letters; and if 
there is any information in them, make it known to the army author- 
ities. Do you wish me to send all or any such letters to you, or shall 
I destroy them? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, relating to operations 
against Confederates in vicinity of St. Joseph, La. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 24, 1863. 
Sir: When you get to Vicksburg, call on General McPherson and 
tell him I directed you to inform him about the guerrillas in the 
neighborhood of St. Joseph. Should he send men down, the P%tts- 
burg will cooperate with them. Tell this to Captain Rogers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wriext, 
Commanding U.S. 8S. Forest Rose (9). 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
the movement of the U. S. S. Tuscumbia to Cairo, Iu. 


U. S. Navau Station, 
Memphis, Tenn., October 25, 1863. 
Sir: Acting Master Marshall, in charge of the 7uscumbia, informs 
me you gave him verbal orders to take the Zuscumbia up to Cairo as 
soon as there was sufficient water to take her over the bars. The 
pilots report sufficient water, and I have given orders for her to pro- 
ceed up the river without delay. I found it necessary to order Mr. 
Crane, pilot of the Red Rover, to take the Zuscumbia up, as the pilot 
of the Tuscumbia took the Covington down to her station and will 
not return until day after to-morrow. 
The Linden will be dispatched for the White River this evening. 
I have ordered Pilot Goss to her for temporary duty. 
The Tuscumbia will leave this afternoon at 4 o’clock. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandant. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Levi BE. Short to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
regarding Greek fire. 


Puinapevputa, October 26, 1863. 


- Dear Sir: Allow me to return you my thanks for your report upon 
the small quantity of Greek fire which the Ordnance Bureau directed 
me to ship to you in May last. I regretted at the time that I was not 
permitted to send you a larger amount, but Commander H. A. Wise 
said to me a few days since that they would have any order filled 
that you might send your requisition for. 

I should be pleased to send you any amount you may think you 
will require, with promptness. Since your trial of Greek fire on 
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Vicksburg it has gained considerable notoriety at Charleston and 
I have received an order [for] 400 gross for the Department of 
the South, and it is being put on board of gunboats that are now 
leaving the navy yards, so I think [the] Government is fully satis- 
fied of its utility. 
T am, your obedient servant, 
Levi E. Sxorr. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


{ Enelosure—Circular. ] 
Solidified Greek fire-—Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter’s official report. 


U. S. Mississteer SquaprRon, 
Flagship Black Hawk, off Vicksburg, July 13, 1863. 
Sir: I have had but little opportunity to try Mr. Short’s Greek 
fire, but what I have seen of it proves its excellence. I only had a 
small quantity, and used it against Vicksburg, setting the town on 
fire in three places in one night, burning up a considerable quantity 
of stores, and the houses burned to the ground. I see no reason why 
it should not burn up a ship instantly; the fire is very intense. It 
is perfectly safe, put up in shell or tin cases, and I recommend it to 
be sent on shipboard in shells filled with it and powder together. 
When the shells burst in the air large flakes of fire descend, and, 
falling on the houses, must set them on fire. I set fire to some pieces 
of the composition and then covered it up with wet sand, but it 
burned to the end without being injured. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviv D. Porter, 
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Commander Henry A. Wisk, 
Acting Chief of Bureau of Ordnance. 


Directions for using Greek fire in shells of any size. 


First put into the shell about the quarter of the bursting charge, 
then drop on top of the powder as many of the Greek-fire cases as 
will easily slide down the inside of the shell; when full, fill up with 
powder as long as you can jar it down with a mallet, then screw in 
the fuze, plug with white lead, and oil and fix the fuze firmly to its 
place, and your shell will be sure to fill its mission. 

Levi E. Snort, 

Patentee and Proprietor. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


Leport of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U.S. Navy, regarding the 
sinking of mortar and bed near Vicksburg. 


U.S. S. Loursvitte, 
Off Milliken’s Bend, October 26, 1863. 
Str: On last Saturday afternoon I went down the river in the 
Petrel, towing a mortar flat, and yesterday got on board the mortar 
and bed, which was capsized and sunk below the upper mouth of the 
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canal. The Champion returning from raising the Hannibal, I or- 
dered her to tow it to Skipwith’s Landing. The Champion will 
remain at Skipwith’s Landing to await your orders. 
T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. K. Owen, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. 8S. Navy, commanding First 
District, regarding signals. 


U.S. 8S. Ironciap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., October 26, 1863. 

Apmirat: I have the honor to submit herewith a copy of a letter 
ef instructions in regard to recognition signals at night, addressed 
by me to the commanding officers of vessels attached to the First 
Division of the Mississippi Squadron. 

I have studied to make the signals obscure and confusing to the 
uninitiated; yet simple, clear, and of easy remembrance to those 
possessing the proper key. Hoping that my attempt may meet with 
your approbation, I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Roserr TownseEnp, 

Commander U.S. Navy, Comdg. 1st Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Fytinge, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Chillicothe. 


U.S. S. Cuoctaw, 
Off Red River, October 27, 1863. 
Sir: Your orders of this date are so far modified that you will 
turn over the command of the Chillicothe to Acting Ensign W. Muir. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. S. Eyrincr, 
Commanding Chillicothe. 


Letter from the chief of staf’ of Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, 
to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding the movement of 
troops to Texas, and measures of protection for Plaquemine, La. 


Heapquarters DrparRTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, October 28, 1863. 
Avira: By direction of tle major-general commanding the de- 
partment, I have the honor to inform you that he left the Southwest 
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Pass yesterday morning, with a considerable transport fleet, to make a 
descent upon the coast of Texas. 

The force with the commanding general is well appointed, com- 
posed of the three arms, and his transports are all armed. 

I shall expect to hear the result within ten or twelve days, and will 
immediately communicate it to you. ie 

By the latest accounts all was quiet along the banks of the Missis- 
sippi River within the limits of this department. 

There are some reports indicating an assemblage of force in rear 
of Plaquemine, but a force has been sent to that point, which, with a 
gunboat to patrol the river there and a little above and below, will 
prevent all trouble in that region. 

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Cuas. P. Stone, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to certain com- 
manding officers regarding protection for steamer Empress engaged 
in shipment of cotton. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, October 28, 1863. 
Sir: You will afford protection to the Hmpress, provided she has a 
revenue aid on board, to ship 500 bales of cotton for Mr. Miller from 
near Waterproof, on each side of the river: also about 300 bales for 
Captain Holmes at Dr. New’s place. 
I refer you to 6th clause, General Order 109. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Ensign H. B. O’Nem1, 
Commanding U.S. S. Curlew. 


[Order of same date and like tenor to Acting Ensign William 
Ferguson, commanding U. 8S. S. Rattler, to afford protection to cotton 
steamers at Rodney and St. Joseph. ] 


Letter from kear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General 
Sherman, U. S. Army, regarding trade, the operations of Major- 
General Banks, U. S. Army, in Louisiana; and proposing plan for 
cutting off communication in Red River. 


Fiacsnie Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, October 29, 1863. 
Dear Genera: I have just received yours of October 25, and am 
glad to have the Army and Navy in conjunction once more. You 
don’t know how I miss my old occupation. It has been very dry work 
since Vicksburg fell, for then we had something in anticipation, 
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ae as I have thought the whole affair was getting to be very 
stupid. 

I congratulate you on your accession of honors in having the com- 
mand of the Department of the Tennessee transferred to you. I 
am sure you will do justice to the position. It is one requiring con- 
siderable address just now, for our Secretary of the T reasury has 
started two or three systems of trade, all as various as the hues of 
the chameleon. General Grant and myself recommended a very 
simple plan by which all parties would have been satisfied, and Mr. 
W. P. Mellen, the Treasury agent, was sent out here to set the ball 
in motion, The plan was to make everything subordinate to military 
necessity in those States that are not actually in the Union, and the 
general commanding was to decide when the line of trade should 
commence, and when it was to end. I was to see that the regulations 
were carried out on the water. A big circular was issued by the Treas- 
ury Department, and an army of Treasury aids appointed to carry 
out the regulations. A greater pack of knaves never went unhung. 
Human nature is very weak, and the poor aids, with their small pay, 
could easily be bribed to allow a man to land 100 barrels of salt when 
he had only permit for 2. And so on with everything else. The 
thing is done now so openly that the guerrillas come down to the 
bank and purchase what they want. Sometimes they take what is 
necessary for them and then burn the boat, as they did last week with 
the steamer J/ist *, that landed without the cover of a gunboat. 

I think there should be but one rule of trade. Steamers should not 
be allowed to land anywhere but at a military post, or a place 
guared by a gunboat; this gives them fifty landing places on the River 
Mississippi. 

Wood piles should be guarded by gunboats, and by troops near 
posts. All through trade to New Orleans and back should be pro- 
tected, the people made to feel that the navigation is uninterrupted, 
and such through vessels should not be allowed to land anywhere 
except under cover of a gunboat for wood, except at military posts. 

It would be very difficult to discriminate just now as to what con- 
stitutes contraband of war. The enclosed paper shows what the 
President considered contraband just after the war commenced, and 
T do not see why the rebels should have any more favors shown them 
now than then. One thing is certain, if trade is permitted along the 
river indiscriminately, the rebel armies will be much better fed and 
clothed than they have been. I have endeavored to shift around with 
the orders from the Treasury Department, and the orders that have 
heretofore come from General Grant, or endorsements made by him 
on permits. There has been a great system of speculation carried on 
by persons who have taken advantage of permits and by Treasury 
aids, I am told, but that is no business of mine; and as I don’t want 
the gunboats to perform the part of excise vessels, I have confined 
them to looking out for powder and ball, military clothing, or what 
might be used as such—medicines, gold and silver, Confederate 
money, and such provisions as could be used in an army. eae 

It requires a nice distinction on the part of an officer to diserim1- 
nate in these matters and not run against the regulations of the 
Treasury Department, and I am sorry to say that some of my com- 


*See Army War Records, Vol. XXXI, pt. 1. 
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mand commit blunders enough. I can give them ‘all orders, but I 
can not furnish them with brains. 

I enclose you all the general orders I have issued in regard to 
trade, and you will see that my plan has been to touch it as lightly 
as possible, and not go counter to the wishes of the Government. I 
have also been waiting to see General F. P. Blair, jr., come out with 
a book on trade generally in these waters, telling how the matter 1s 
to be arranged. He says the trade should be free and unrestricted, 
but he does not say how much of it will go to the rebels and how 
much to the plantations. I think the whole matter is contained in a 
nut-shell. The military status must determine the direction of trade. 
The navy must see the rules enforced along the river. The military 
commander of posts should examine and endorse all manifests and 
permits. All towns should be so guarded that neither goods nor 
provisions should get into the hands of the enemy, and as much 
through trade to New Orleans allowed as the boats can convoy, the 
general commanding the department to say when and where traffic 
1s to cease. 

I think commerce: should be a secondary consideration now; the 
Government do not get repaid for the army of Treasury aids they 
have appointed. It is very much like setting a rat to watch the 
cheese to see that the mice don’t get at it. 

I am more interested in war matters myself, and in holding onto 
this river, which I know we can do. The rebels are now reduced to 
their two big armies at Chattanooga and Richmond, and the small 
squads they have at other places, supplying their armies as rivulets 
supply the Mississippi. The rivulets are nearly run out, and the 
rebels can not, I think, raise 20,000 men with which to trouble the 
banks of the Mississippi. 

These would be scattered about if they attempted it, and in such 
small parties that the home guards, if once established, could keep 
them down. Indiscriminate trade will aid these rebel parties very 
much if once established. There is one place I am a little afraid of, 
and that is Port Hudson. It is kept so poorly guarded, and the guns 
on the water line are all kept mounted, when there is no use for 
them there. Port Hudson is only 40 miles from the Great Northern 
[ New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern] Railroad, and you know 
that it don’t take rebels long to travel 40 miles, especially as half the 
way is railroad—from Clinton to Port Hudson. Some party of 
4,000 or 5,000 men could go into Port Hudson any night and take it. 
It is a trifling affair altogether. I went all through the works, and 
there were twenty places where a determined set of men would walk 
in without trouble. It is manned entirely by negroes, who are not, 
in my opinion, equal to the old Napoleon Guard, or to the French 
Zouaves I saw in the Crimea. 

You would have laughed, I know, had you seen the fortifications 
about which Banks’ army made so much ado. The Army of the 
Tennessee would not have stopped to dig a ditch before such a place, 
and yet when General Grant was in New Orleans, the newspaper 
organ of General Banks was guilty of the bad taste of trying to 
prove in some very lame articles that Banks was the hero of the 
Mississippi. 

We all know that when Vicksburg fell that Port Hudson fell in 
consequence, and I really think the latter never would have fallen 
had not the former “ caved in.” 
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I write now confidentially to you, and say what I would to no 
one else. I don’t profess to be a soldier, but I know how to play 
_ a good game of chess and can see the moves on the board as well as 
anyone. The whole campaign of Banks has been a failure in Louisi- 
ana, and his disasters have been terrible, though kindly covered up 
by his reporters. He is, I am told, one of the best of the militia 
generals, and is a pleasant, agreeable gentleman, but I do not think 
he has the proper appreciation of what is required at certain points, 
nor is he posted in the topography or hydrography of the country in 
which he is operating. He is entering Texas by three lines, when 
neither corps was able to meet separately the force in front of them 
and were without means of making a junction. The First Corps, 
under General Dana, «was defeated, and had to fall back on the gun- 
boats at Morganza, which kept the rebels from cutting them off; 
the Second, at Sabine Pass, witnessed the demolition of wooden gun- 
boats, and, like the French king, “marched back again;” and the 
Third is wandering around Grand Lake, in Louisiana, wondering 
why I don’t send them tinclads. 

I would be glad to do so if anyone could tell me how to get into 
the Atchafalaya, or through Bayou La Fourche into Plaquemine. 

The bar at the mouth of the former is dry, and there is 2 feet of 
water only at the mouth of Bayou La Fourche. Now, I am coming 
to the gist of the matter, though you will think I have taken a round 
about way to do it. The rebels are making use of Red River, Black, 
and Washita [Ouachita], to supply themselves with provisions, am- 
munition, etc., in Louisiana, and they have by these rivers been en- 
abled to interrupt General Banks’ communications. The smallest 
of our gunboats have not been able to get into Red River to stop this, 
but one of the gunboats sent a party of 20 men overland at Union 
Point, on the Mississippi, 25 miles above the mouth of Red River. 
At this point the Red River and Mississippi come within 3 miles of 
each other, as you will see by the sketch I send you. At point A 
the party of sailors found a steamer lying in the river. They drove 
the men below with musketry, and 12 of the sailors swam to her and 
captured her. A few minutes after another large boat came around 
the bend; the sailors concealed themselves and signaled the steamer 
to come along side, when she was also captured. On these two 
steamers General Dick Taylor depended to transport his men in 
and about the Atchafalaya and bayous. Our men burned steamers 
because they could not get them out of the river, but brought over 16 
prisoners, one of whom was an aid of General Dick Taylor and a very 
communicative gentleman. ? 

Now, this affair suggested to me the idea of fortifying Point A 
on the sketch and holding it with troops. It effectually blocks up 
Red River, which is almost, if not quite, within reach of our guns 
on the gunboats in the Mississippi. Three hundred men can hold 
the point against any number the rebels will be able to send there. 
Dick Taylor will be cut off, and have to march all the way back to 
Alexandria. You will see the importance of this by examining the 
maps; it will be a great relief and assistance to General Banks. I 
took the liberty of writing to General Crocker, at Natchez, and 
General McPherson, at Natchez, about this. I don’t know whether 
they will agree with me. 
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I have written you rather a long letter, which, to a general in 
command of a large department, and with so much to do just now, 
may seem longer than necessary; but sailors will spin long yarns— | 
it is part of their nature. ; 

I enclose you certain general orders that I have issued at various 
times, showing you my desire to act in accord with the army. I 
hope if any of my “ Bashi Bazouks” run counter to them that you 
will do me the favor to attach no blame to me. I sent you a large 
barge or two, to make flying bridges with, but am sorry to say the 
boat Lexington had to drop them. I will still get them up to you. 

With best wishes, I remain, very truly and respectfully yours, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General W. T. SuHerman. 


P. S.—I have just received a notice from the Secretary of the 
Navy that the Marine Brigade and Ram Fleet was turned over to 
General Grant, and of course it is your department. The general 
and myself came to one conclusion long since, that the brigade should 
be broken up, the vessels used as transports, and the officers and men 
put on shore. I can not tell you of all the reports made to me 
against the brigade. Its robberies and house burning are shame- 
ful; and though I felt it to be my duty to report all the matters 
that came to my notice, yet a feeling of delicacy toward a branch 
of another corps prevented my so doing. Moreover, the Ellets have 
been guilty of some very dirty, underhand work toward myself in 
publishing contemptible articles in the papers, which JI never no- 
ticed beyond exposing the parties to General Hurlbut, and having 
the progress of the editor suddenly arrested. In these transactions 
the Ellets were guilty of gross falsehoods in making malicious state- 
ments, and lied deliberately in afterward denying them. I made 
the editor show them up, as they deserved to be. Still I never took 
any notice to them of the matter, but lost my respect for the whole 
party, and was glad to get rid of the command. They are here 
now doing nothing. The quartermasters can scarcely raise vessels 
to transport provisions, while these brigade vessels are idling away 
time at great expense. I do hope you will break up the whole con- 
cern, as General Grant intended to do. The country will be served 
by so doing. These are the very vessels wanted in the Tennessee 
as transports. With a guard of 10 men and their wooden protections 
against riflemen they can go and come as they like. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
movement down the Ohio River, convoying transports. 


U. S. S. Moossr, 
Evansville, Ind., October 30, 1863. 

Sir: I have with the greatest difficulty succeeded in getting thus 
far down without injury or accident to the gunboats. 

I never saw the river in a worse stage for navigation. 

I leave immediately for Smithland. 

There is a small rise following us, but will not amount to much 
by the time it gets here. 
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Several transports started with me; some I had to tow down dis- 
si also their barges. The river is reported to be falling again 
above. 

I came down on about 27 inches. 

I will reach Smithland as soon as I possibly can. I do not think 
there will be many transports ahead of me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral David D. Porrer, : 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
movement of Confederate troops with the purpose of closing the 
Mississippi River. 


U. S. Nava Sratton, 
Memphis, Tenn., October 30, 1863. 
Sir: I have just been informed by a gentleman who has served as 
a captain in the rebel Army that several thousand rebel troops are 
now on their way to the banks of the Mississippi with the intention 
of making a desperate effort to effectually close the river. The force 
consists of artillery and cavalry and will be commanded by General 
Forrest. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandant. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Haines, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Juliet, regarding the impaired condition of that vessel. 


Waite River Station, 
U.S. Gunboat Juliet, October 30, 1863. 

Sm: I regret to have to report to you that this vessel has become 
disabled again. As we started up White River this morning the 
shaft broke in the same place it was welded at Memphis. The cylin- 
der head of the starboard engine is again broken, as are also the four 
cams and both plumber-blocks. The pitman straps on both sides are 
twisted, and the jaws of the starboard T-head broken. The vessel 
“was moving slowly at the time, under 120 pounds of steam. The 
wheel fell into the water, but it was taken to pieces and saved. Act- 
ing Volunteer Lieutenant George W. Brown, commanding U. S. 
gunboat Queen City, ordered a survey by a committee of engineers, 
and I enclose the report, as well as that of Acting Second Assistant 
Engineer Joseph poe of irs Bea 
ery respectiu our obedient servant, 

mC : ok Mart. K. Haines, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from the assistant quartermaster at Cairo to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8S. Navy, regarding movement of transports for the Ten- 
nessee Fiver. 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Cairo, Ill., October 31, 1863. 
ApmrraL: I have ordered the steamer Vew York to report to you 
as she goes up for orders and dispatches. 
The Arizona, Wisconsin, and Rob Roy will follow this evening for 
Tennessee River. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. C. Woo LFroLk, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Cotumsus, Ky., October 31, 1863. 
A large force is approaching Paducah. Please ask Admiral Porter 
to send a gunboat there at once if practicable. 
A. J. Smiru, 


Brigadier-General. 
Brigadier-General Rem. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
steamer Bayou, turned over by the Army. 


U.S. S. Larayerte, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., November 1, 1863. 
Sir: In my last communication I told you I would give you a 
detailed account of the little steamer Bayou, turned over to Captain 
Howard of the Neosho by General Dana. Since writing I have made 
an examination of her, and have to make the following report: She 
is flat-bottom scow, 56 feet in length, 14 feet beam, 4 feet hold; draws 
8 inches forward and 15 inches aft; has two horizontal slide-valve 
engines, one locomotive boiler; steams about 5 knots an hour up- 
stream; has no quarters on board; built expressly to carry sugar and 
cotton out of the bayous; and carries about 70 tons freight. I have 
detailed her for duty between Morganza and Red River, for the pur-’ 
pose of supplying the Neosho and Signal with wood, and find her 
very useful. I think it would be well to let her remain here, as she 
is of little or no account to the Government and is of great service 
in my district. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District, 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 
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Keep her, and if she wants anything done to her, send her to 
Skipwith’s Landing, where there are appliances. Look out while 
using such an affair for wood that she and the men on her are not 
captured. I want nothing done except under the guns of the gun- 
boats. I won’t lose a man if my orders are carried out. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, acknowl- 
edging orders for the U. S. S. Covington. 


U. S. Nava Station, 
Memphis, Tenn., November 1, 1863. 
Sir: Your communication of October 24, directing me to send the 
Covington to cruise between Friar’s Point and Island No. 65, has 
just been received. The Covington left here on the 21st of October 
for her station, as I informed you by letter. A steamer leaves here 
for Helena to-morrow morning, and I will direct the captain to de- 
liver your order to Lieutenant Commanding Lord. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Pattison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandant. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. 8S. Navy, regarding 
the U.S. S. Silver Cloud. 


U.S. Navat Srarion, 
Memphis, Tenn., November 2, 1863. 

Str: The Silver Cloud has arrived here from her station (Fort 
Pillow) out of coal. I think I can get enough coal to fill her up in 
the course of three or four days from Hopefield. 

The guerrillas are annoying vessels above this place, as well as 
below, and I respectfully request you will instruct me where to send 
the Szlver Cloud, in case I succeed in getting coal for her. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Pattison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandant. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, giwing i- 
formation regarding the steamer Water Witch. 


U.S. Nava Station, 
Memphis, Tenn., November 2, 1863. 
Sir: Your communication of October 28, asking for information 
in relation to the small steamer called the Water Witch, has been 
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received. Acting Master Neeld makes the following statement in 
reference to this boat: 

Some time in October, 1862, while in command of the U. S. S. De Soto, I 
reported to the admiral that the Water Witch was engaged in towing flatboats 
containing contraband goods up the Obion River to Dyersburg, where a rebel 
force was said to be stationed. The admiral directed me to seize her. I did 
so, and sent her to Cairo, where she was fitted up and sent up the Ohio River. 
Subsequently she was brought back to Cairo, where she lay for some time. 
She was afterwards towed down the river to the squadron near Vicksburg, not 
being of any use. She was towed up to this place by the Bee, Captain French, 
who said he had orders to leave her here. : 

She was owned by a man named McDaniels, residing in St. Louis. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Pattison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commandant. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 


Commanding Mz ississippt Squadron. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Reid, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8S. Navy, transmitting request for a gunboat at Padu- 
cah, Ky. 


Heapaquarters Post or Catro, 
Cairo, Ill., November 2, 1863. 
Str: Enclosed please find copy of a telegram just received from 
Brigadier-General A. J. Smith. 
Colonel [S. G.] Hicks, at Paducah, has three companies of infan- 
try. He has been telegraphed as required. 
Yours, respectfully, H. T. Ren, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


[Enclosure—Telegram. ] 


Cotumpsvs, Ky., October 31, 1863. 
A large force is approaching Paducah. Please ask Admiral Por- 
ter to send a gunboat there at once, if practicable. 
. A. J. Smiru, 
Brigadier-General. 
Brigadier-General Ret. 


Letter from Colonel Hicks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U.S. Navy, regarding disturbance at Paducah, Ky. 


Heapquarters Post or PapucaH, 
Paducah, Ky., November 3, 1863. 
Sir: I have this moment read a letter sent to one of your officers 
in relation to affairs at this place. There has been much excitement 
here for the last twenty-four hours, but I have sent scouts out_over 
the country, and a few minutes since a messenger came in from May- 
field, that informs me that the enemy came into that place yesterday 
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at noon; took Hon. Lucien Anderson, M. C. elect, together with 
several other loyal citizens, robbed the stores, took all they wanted, 
burned the railroad cars, locomotives, etc., and burned the railroad 
bridges. A few wounded on both sides; none killed. 

T ordered all steamboats lying at the landing last night to keep up 
steam, and in the event of an attack to cross to the other side of the 
river. I called out all the citizens, as well as soldiers; many citizens 
turned out. All quiet at present. Mayfield, Hickory Hill [Grove], 
and Viola were all plundered, but evacuated at this time. One gun- 
boat, also one marine boat, at the landing. 

Very respectfully, 
S. G. Hicks, 
Colonel Fortieth Illinois Infantry, Commanding Post. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding various matters of interest. 


Navy Department, Vovember 3, 1863. 

Dear ApmMrraL: Heap and your dispatches keep me posted in all 
your movements. The fact is, though your squadron is the largest 
and covers more ground and has more discordant materials, yet it 
gives us no trouble, thanks to the ability which directs it. I have 
your long dispatch of the 26th ultimo, which I showed to Halleck. 
I asked Heap to write you yesterday about those rams. Halleck says 
Stanton will transfer them if you will only tell us where they are, 
etc.; nobody here knowing anything about them. I asked whether 
it would not be better to divide you and Farragut at the same line 
Banks stops at, so as to relieve you from Banks’ calls by obliging 
him to call upon Farragut. We care nothing about it. Banks writes 
and sends home officers [ orders?] for light-drafts, but I do not under- 
stand exactly where he wants them. If tinclads will do for him, you 
had better buy them, otherwise not. 

The Winnebago has one turret on Ericsson’s plan and another on 
Eads’. I have been very much struck with the model of the latter, 
much more than when I consented to allow him to put it in, and I 
beg of you to give it a rigid trial under your own eye, for if it suc- 
ceeds, I propose to build an ocean steamer with one such turret, con- 
taining two 15 and two 20 inch guns, speed 18 knots, 12 inches side 
armor, and 18 inches for turret. I want to go out West to see the 
operation of this turret, but I don’t think I can, and I will be more 
than satisfied with your report of it. All our new ironclads are rams. 
It is the peculiar feature of turret vessels on Ericsson’s plans, only 
the first batch had no speed. I think 16 knots and four 15-inch guns 
better than 8 knots and a whole broadside of 11-inch. Rowan thinks 
his ironsides would thrash all the monitors, but while his whole 
broadside would not penetrate a monitor, one of their 15-inch shot 
would break in his sides. We are building wooden monitors in the 
yards with 14 inches side armor, two turrets 15 inches thick and 
speed of 10 knots, also about 30 men-of-war privateers from 2,000 to 
3,000 tons and 15 knots speed, so, in case with a war with England, 
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we heed not roam the ocean, but keep them in the mouth of the 
English, where their speed will insure their safety. Of course if 
they get this speed, they sacrifice those long, broadside batteries so 
much more popular in the service than extraordinary speed. 

If Eads’ turret is a success, I think it will settle the question in 
favor of turrets as against casemates. 

I am glad that your health is so good and that you are therefore 
able to stick it out. We will take care of you when it is over. The 
Michigan will have to stay at Sandusky this winter, to guard secesh 
prisoners. 

Very truly, yours, GV. ox: 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


{Telegram. ] 


U. S. Mississrppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 4, 1863. 
The party you supposed coming. to Paducah came no farther than 
Mayfield, where they robbed every store, broke up the railroad, and 
destroyed the rolling stock. They were 600 strong—cavalry. 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
GENERAL SMITH, 
Commanding at Columbus. 


Will General Reid please have this telegraphed to General Smith? 


Letter from assistant quartermaster at Cairo, [ll., to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding departure of transports for Cumber- 
land River. 

Orrice AssisTANT QUARTERMASTER, 
Cairo, Ill., November 4, 1863. 
ApmiraL: The Moderator, Imperial, and Dove are loaded and 
destined for the Cumberland River to-day. 
I have ordered the Moderator to report to you for any instructions 
or dispatches. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. C. WooLrouk, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
Rear-Admiral Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
report of seizure of steamer Black Hawk. 


U.S. S. Larayetrs, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., November 4, 1863. 
Sir: Enclosed please find a letter from Captain Swaney, com- 
manding U. 8. gunboat Henwood, relating to the capture of the 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 531 


steamer Black Hawk, engaged in illicit trade, sent to me for investi- 
gation. By her papers I find that she had no permit whatever, nor 
had she a revenue aid on board. I have seized her as a prize to the 
United States Government, and enclosed is a copy of her manifest, 
given to me by her captain—L. Johnson. I will retain her until one 
of our steamers comes down, and send her to Cairo, as she is not 
capable of going without being towed, her machinery being in bad 
order. I do this in obedience to General Orders Nos. 71 and 109. 

On being captured the captain acknowledged to some of the officers 
that as the coal he was sent for by General Cooke was not ready for 
him he would enter into a private speculation of his own and thereby 
make his expenses. I will send by the officer commanding her a copy 
of all the papers found on board to Captain A. M. Pennock, fleet 
captain, commanding at Cairo, with all the necessary witnesses and 
a report of the circumstances of her capture. I also send copies of 
two letters, one from General St. Geo. Cooke and the other from 
G. W. Cozzens, superintendent of plantations. 

I m, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[J. P. Fosrer, | 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District. 


Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


[Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Kenwoop, November 3, 1863. 
Sir: I find the steamer Black Hawk at a point opposite Port Hud- 
son with cotton on board and no revenue officer on board. I send 
her up in charge of Acting Ensign Weeks and Pilot Wright for 
your investigation. I will return to Baton Rouge unless I find the 
steamer Jatan in trouble; if so, and I can assist her in any way, I 
will remain with her. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jno. SWANEY, 
Master, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, 
Commanding Second Division. 


P. S.—I enclose the steamer’s papers and orders. 


Ja0: 


Report of Acting Master Marshall, U. S. Navy, transmatting state- 
ments of prisoners captured at Island No. 18. 


U.S. Gunzpoat New Era, 
Off Island No. 18, November 6, 1863. 
m: I have the honor to report that I left Island No. 10 at 4.30 
Dp: Be November 2, came to Richer off New Madrid, and lay until the 
next a. m., when I got underway and started down the river again. 
I came to again at the foot of Island No. 18. I thought things did 
not look as they should. A citizen by the name of Dr, A, H. Duna- 
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vant came alongside in a skiff and informed me that they had cap- 
tured 5 guerrillas, two of whom acknowledged to have been in the 
party that fired upon the Crescent City last Thursday. He wished 
that I would order them brought on board for safe-keeping, and 
report the same to you, which I have done, and hold them subject 
to your orders. I enclose statement of Dr. Alex. H. Dunavant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. MarsHALL, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Enclosure. ] 


Corronwoop Pornt, Mo., November 4, 1863. 

Dear Sir: Daniel C. Ross and Samuel Edmonston, now on board 
the U. S. S. New E’ra, were in the crowd which fired on the steamer 
Crescent City on Thursday last near the mouth of Pemiscot Bayou, 
in Pemiscot County, Mo. These men claim that they belong to the 
Confederate service and were at home, and designed reentering said 
Confederate service, and that they reported to Captain Henson, who 
promised to carry them to their command, which they say is Colonel 
Robert McCulloch’s Second Missouri Confederate Cavalry, and that 
after reporting to Captain Henson they were ordered by him to 
join in a scout, and the scouting party to which they were attached 
came to the river, fired on the Crescent City, and robbed citizens of 
the vicinity. 

John H. Sooter says that he was sworn into the Confederate service 
on the 10th September, 1862, by Captain Ward, of Dunklin County, 
Mo.; but that he has never been in active service in said company. 
This man Sooter admitted to Charles Emmerson, and in the presence 
of John Baker, that he was with the party who made the raid on 
Charleston, Mo., in August or September last. 

C. C. Pound says he belongs to Colonel Kitchen’s Confederate 
command. This man Pound stole a fine mare from John Baker, 
of this vicinity, in May or June last. 

Newton Gibson says he was sworn into Captain Platt Night’s 
[Wight’s?] Confederate company in October, 1862. All these men 
belong to Dunklin County, Mo., except Sooter, who claims to be a 
citizen of Mississippi County, Ark. 

Mr. John Baker heard Ross and Edmonston admit that they were 
in the raid, heard Pound admit that he stole John Baker’s mare, and 
heard Sooter admit that he was in the raid on Charleston. 

Mr. John Baker heard Newton Gibson admit that he came from 
Dunklin County to Pemiscot County with a gang of raiders some 
time during the last spring, Gibson claiming at the time of this 
admission that he was forced to join the raiders. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
ALEXANDER H. Dunavant. 

Captain Jas. MarsHa.t, 

Commanding U. 8. 8. New Era. 
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General 
Banks, U. S. Army, promising increased cooperation in the De- 
partment of the Gulf when rivers are fuller. 


Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 6, 1863. 

Genera: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of yours of Octo- 
ber 17. IT am glad to see your forces getting along so well in 
Louisiana. 

I am now fitting out 12 gunboats a little better than tinclads, or 
at least with more iron on them, and by the time the water is high 
enough to operate you will have them with you. They will be 
armed with rifled guns and 24-pounder howitzers, and will not draw 
more than 30 inches. 

This will give you 22 gunboats in your department, with those 
now there, and I may be able to do more after we drive the rebels 
back from the Tennessee River. 

The precarious position in which General Rosecrans’ army was 
left after the battle of Chickamauga forced me to strain every nerve 
to endeavor to open communication with him up the Tennessee River, 
which was very low at the time, and I felt quite uneasy about General 
Sherman, who was advancing (by way of Corinth) to his assistance. 
An unexpected rise swell the river and I got up a large fleet of gun- 
boats and transports. 

General Sherman arrived at Iuka at the same time, or a little be- 
fore, and we ferried his army over in a very short time. That put 
matters straight and we now command the position. Of course, my 
whole mind was engrossed with this business, and I had to withdraw 
gunboats from every district to accomplish what was done, and, for 
moral effect and to convoy transports, I have to keep them there. 
As soon as the water will permit, you will find me coming into the 
Atchafalaya or Bayou La Fourche with a good force. 

I enclose you a copy* of a letter I wrote to the Secretary of the 
Navy, intended for General Halleck’s inspection. One of the gun- 
boats captured two of General Dick Taylor’s steamers and burned 
them at the point “A” on the enclosed sketch. : 

My letter to Mr. Secretary Welles will explain what I wished 
done. It would materially assist your operations. 

Hoping soon to be able to supply your wants, I remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 

Major-General N. P. Banxs, Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. 
Navy, regarding change of name for the U. 8. S. Manitou. 


Navy Derartment, November 5, 1863. 


Sr: As one of the large ironclads is to be named the Manitou, 
the Department directs that you change the name of that vessel in 
your squadron to the Fort Hindman. 

Very respectfully, Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 

Commanding the Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Li. 


* See p. 457. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U.S. Navy, regarding 
movements in the Cumberland River. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, Ky., November 5, 1863. 
Sir: It is necessary for me to move up the river in the morning, 
as there are some guerrillas between here and Donelson. 
T will have ten or twelve boats to convoy up. 
I will soon have patrols established and will send boats through 
as fast as possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Lz Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D, D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, submitting 
general order holding inhabitants responsible for attacks wpon 
vessels in Cumberland River. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, Ky., November 6, 1863. 

Sir: I send enclosed a general order which I hope you will ap- 
prove, as I think it very necessary on this river. 

Frequently, in passing up the river, we pass men standing on 
the banks apparently unarmed and quiet, but no sooner are the gun- 
boats out of sight than they turn right around, pick up their guns, 
and fire into the next steamer coming along. 

I think the best plan to get rid of this annoyance is to rid the banks 
entirely. I found it worked like a charm on the Tennessee. 

I would not advocate such a mode of proceeding were it not that 
I am certain of very few shot being thrown amiss, for I believe if I 
were to commence and burn every town (except Dykesburg [Dycus- 
burg]) and house along the river between here and Nashville I 
would not do more than justice, for all good Union people have been 
driven out by the rebels long since. 

These people will have to be kept down by force, as their sense of 
honor is very limited. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 
[ Endorsement. ] 


Pursue the strictest measures and have the river banks cleared at 
all hazards; permit none but transports to go up. 


{ Enclosure. } 


GENERAL ae U.S. S. Mooss, 
No. 10. Cumberland River, November 6, 1863. 
As steamers have been fired into very recently along the Cumber- 
jand, and as it is impossible for us to tell from appearance friend 
from foe along the shores, due notice is now given that at such 
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places where steamers have been molested the banks must be kept 
clear, as all the commanding officers of the gunboats will have positive 
instructions to fire at every person seen loafing through the woods 
or standing on the banks at suspicious places or near where boats 
have been molested. 

Inhabitants along the river will also be held responsible for the 
peace and quiet within their immediate neighborhoods. 

Although it may not be in their power to prevent such depreda- 
tions, it is certainly in their power to notify steamers or the gun- 
boats of the presence of guerrillas. 

Le Roy Frrcu, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 8th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


General order of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, for 
vessels under convoy. 


GENERAL ORDER, U.S. S. Moosr, 
No. 12. } Cumberland River, November 6, 1863. 

When steamers leave any place under convoy, they are then, and 
till landed at the place of destination, entirely under the control of 
the senior naval officer of the convoy, who will be held personally re- 
sponsible for each and every steamer leaving port with him. 

No one must interfere with or take boats out of the fleet without 
permission from the officer in charge. 

If steamers have freight to land or take on at Dover, Clarksville, 
or any other place, it must be made known beforehand, and due 
arrangements will be made for such stoppage. 

Le Roy Frircu, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdgq. 8th Dis. Mississippi Squadron. 
Masters or TRANSPORTS. 


(Telegram. ] 


Cuarranooca, November 6, 1863—10 :30 a. m. 
(Received Cairo, 8th.) 
Can you not send one or two more light-draft gunboats to Nash- 
ville? I want to send some steamboats with rations by South Fork 
of the Cumberland. They can not Bo without convoys. There is an 
absolute necessity that rations should be sent by this route. 
U.S. Grant, Major-General. 
Commander [Rear-Admiral] Porter, 
Mound City. 


Burning of steamer Allen Collier, at Whitworth’s Landing, Miss., 
November 7, 1863. 


Bese et Ree OME ee est) ori and ieee aged veotaians 
No. 201.] MisstssipPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 12, 1863. 

Sir: The enclosed copy of a communication from Acting Ensign 

Sylvester Pool, of the U. S. S. Eastport, gives an account of the 
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burning of a mercantile steamer, the Allen Collier, on the Mississippi. 
This burning is in consequence of disobedience of orders prohibiting 
vessels landing at any point except under cover of a gunboat. ‘The 
executive officer of the Hastport and men were captured owing to his 
want of attention to orders. Mr. Bartholomew is no great loss to 
the service. 

I am not surprised at the burning of the steamer, and only wonder 
that we have not more of it, as there is a most extensive system of 
smuggling going on up and down the river out of sight of the gun- 
boats, the rebels frequently going on board and regaling themselves, 
a perfect understanding existing between them and the people on 
board. If there was no trade execepting under naval or military 
regulations there would be no guerrillas. ; 

I also enclose copy of letter from Thomas H. Yeatman, esq., special 
agent of the Treasury, Memphis, Tenn. ; 

The officers and men lately captured opposite the U. S. S. Choctaw, 
and belonging to her, have been recovered. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, 


Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 
[Endorsement.] 
Send extract from Admiral Porter’s letter (marked ——); also 


copy of Special Agent Yeatman. 

May it not be advisable, in order to prevent smuggling and the 
evils resulting from guerrillas, to systematize, by convoy or other 
regulations, trade on the Mississippi? #3 


-[Enclosures. ] 


U.S. S. Easrrort, 
Off Laconia, 7 November, 1863. 

Str: It becomes my unpleasant duty to make the following report: 

The steamer Allen Collier anchored last night under our stern, 
and about 8 o’clock this morning got underway, after receiving per- 
mission to land for cotton on the Mississippi bank at a place called 
Whitworth’s Landing, opposite and about 1 mile above Laconia, 
directly in sight of and less than half a mile from our anchorage. 
Soon after the boat had landed, our executive officer in command, 
Acting Master Lyman Bartholomew, boarded the Allen Collier, with 
a boat’s crew, consisting of 3 negroes and 1 white boy. After they 
had been absent about three-quarters of an hour, and whilst on 
board the Adlen Collier, flames were discovered issuing from the 
steamer, and in a very few minutes she was completely enveloped 
in flames. 

No signal of any kind was made, nor did we hear the report of any 
firearms, but shortly discovered our boat floating down the river, 
and soon ascertained that one person was in it, evidently endeavor- 
ing to conceal himself. I at once sent our cutter to the boat and 
found no one but the white boy in it, who reported that the Adlen 
Collier had been boarded by guerrillas and all hands taken prisoners, 
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including our commanding officer and the 3 negroes of the boat’s 
crew. I directed four shells to be fired, but seeing no one I deemed 
it useless to continue. 

Whilst the Allen Collier was at the landing, at least one-half of 
the boat was concealed in a recess in the bank which was com- 
pletely surrounded by a thick undergrowth of cottonwood, and we 
therefore could see no attempt to approach the boat on the part of 
the guerrillas. Since writing the foregoing, Mr. W. L. Vance, the 
principal in charge, has escaped, and is now on board this vessel, 
but from him I gathered no additional information beyond the fact 
that the attacking party numbered between 40 and 50. At the time 
of the attack our boilers were being cleaned and repaired, so that 
we were unable to move from our anchorage. Our supply of coal 
is nearly exhausted, having but about 250 bushels remaining. Await- 
ing your orders, I remain, 

- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Sytvesrer Poon, 
Acting Ensign and Senior Officer. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr. 


Orrice Assistant SerciaL AGENT, Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Memphis, [Tenn.|, November 6, 1863. 

Dear Str: With all the diligence I can possibly use, I find that 
goods, groceries, etc., are being permitted, or in other ways allowed, 
to leave this port in an improper way, alleging for family supplies, 
but generally being for sale or to trade for cotton. 

I must ask the favor, until you can communicate with the admiral, 
for such orders to the several gunboats to examine every boat land- 
ing, to put off passengers and supplies, or to take on board cotton, 
and seize all goods that are not regularly permitted by the officer of 
the custom-house in this city, signed and stamped by the local agent 
and collector of customs. 

By, a rigid examination in this way, not only a great amount of 
fraud may be detected, but the seizure of the goods would, I think, be 
fair prizes to the Navy. At least much good would result by making 
these smugglers a little more scarce, and probably prevent a large 
quantity of goods to the enemy, and require the complicity of two 
officials, where heretofore one only answered the ends. 

Very respectfully, yours, etc., 
Tuomas H. YEATMAN, 
Special Agent, Treasury Department. 


Captain Parrison, U.S. Navy, 
Memphis. 


Additional report of Acting Ensign Pool, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Eastport. 


U. S. S. Eastrorr, November 9, 1563. 


Sir: Since my communication of the 7th instant I have the honor 
to report that I received information from Mr. W. L. Vance, to whom 
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I alluded, that there was a large amount of money in the safe of the 
steamer Allen Collier. I at once examined the wreck, of which there 
remains nothing but a mass of ruins, and found that the safe had 
been opened, in which condition it was, at the time of my examina- 
tion, but in the hurry of the moment, several packages of bank notes 
had been overlooked. These packages I secured, but they are all 
more or less burned, and being so thoroughly soaked by water it has 
been impossible to count them all. Acting upon the request of Mr. 
Vance, the paymaster of this boat has, as well as he could, counted 
the money and finds $2,000 in United States notes, which are in a 
condition to be readily recognized, and about $2,200 of the issues of 
the banks of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. 
In addition to these, there are ten packages of both United States 
and Southern State bills, which are so badly burned that it is a dif- 
ficult matter to recognize them, but in many instances they can be. 
Mr. Vance is of the opinion that in the hands of an expert they can 
be easily identified. I await your orders as to the disposition I shall 
make of the money. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Sytvester Poor, 
Acting Ensign and Senior Officer on Board. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, on 
return to command of U.S. S. Forest Rose. 


U.S. S. Foresr Rosr, 
Mound. City, November 7, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to inform you that in pursuance to your 
order of this date, I have again assumed the command of this vessel. 
Fully appreciating your clemency, I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cuartes A. WricHt, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Master Bates, U. S. Navy, regarding the rumored 
org of Confederate force into Louisiana, below Grand Gulf, 
iss. 


U.S. S. Grear Western, 
Off Goodrich’s Landing, November 7, 1863. 
Sm: I have just received information by Acting Ensign Frank 
Bates, U. S. Navy, of U.S. S. Louisville, that a dispatch came up to 
Vicksburg from the U. S. S. Pittsburg, stating that a body of 4,000 
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rebels crossed the Mississippi River, bringing small boats with them, 
10 miles below Grand Gulf, into Louisiana. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. Barzs, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wison, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Mound City, Skipwith’s Landing. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding general conditions and referring to 
operations in Louisiana and the Tennessee River. 


Heapquarters Army or TENNESSEE, 
Fayetteville, Tenn., November 8, 1868. 

Dear Avira: Yours of [October 29, 1863] instant, enclosing 
copies of your orders, the map, etc., overtook me here to-day, and as I 
have a chance to-morrow to send over to the Nashville Railroad I will 
answer forthwith. I assure you your long letters are most welcome 
and every expression so accords with my own settled convictions that 
it gives me great satisfaction. 

In a war like this, when a nation is struggling for existence, it 
looks to me criminal for merchants to strive for a market so danger- 
ous to us, as is that along the shores of the Mississippi. For the 
mere profit on a limited business, they would open to our enemy a 
means of obtaining the tools with which to destroy us. I contend in 
this war of “self-existence” every citizen should be a soldier or 
made to serve the cause. He should be made to do positive acts of 
loyalty and to abstain from any and all business looking to self- 
interest until the nation’s life is assured, and thus freedom of trade, 
as well as other freedom, could be opened to him slowly and gradu- 
ally. I have always wanted our Government to assume the high 
ground that every man, woman, and child must work for the salva- 
tion of our country, each according to his means and strength, and 
that all business and trade not helping to produce the result should 
stop forthwith. I would allow no trade whatever in insurrectionary 
districts, and I would make each county, district, and State compel _ 
quiet and order before I would allow them a bit of trade or inter- 
course with the outer world. Still, as Congress has legislated on the 
subject, I drop it and let the management of trade pass into the 
hands of the agents where.the law places it. I enclose you copies of 
my orders on these and other kindred topics, and am glad to find that 
my ideas which, two years ago were scouted, are now being gradually 
realized. fl 

My movement carries me far away from the river channels, near 
which I thought I should live out my “three years.” I cast off at 
Eastport, marched to Florence and Rogersville. There I found Elk 
River 200 yards wide, 43 feet deep and running a mill-tail. I was 
therefore forced to skirt up Elk to this place, where there is a fine 
stone bridge. I am allowing my rear divisions to close up, and 
shall move to Winchester and Stevenson unless ordered otherwise 
by Grant. I have sent to Decherd to communicate with the general 
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and to receive more exact instructions. I am now in position to 
help any part of his line, but suppose I am destined to work about 
Stevenson, whenever we threaten Rome and the Georgia Railroad, 
which is Bragg’s sole line of support. The roads up here are very 
rocky and hard on our men and horses used to a softer ground, but 
we can get used to anything, and I was charmed with the steady, 
firm tread of my men as they marched past me to-day into this town. 

It will be utterly impossible for me to use the Tennessee River 
from this quarter, and I fear we have made too extensive prepara- 
tions. Yet I deem the possession of that river and occupation of 
Eastport, and it may be Tuscumbia and Florence, as of such im- 
portance that I shall strive to collect troops enough for that purpose. 
The mere passing up and down of boats and secure possession of a 
threatening position such as Eastport, fulfills a military purpose and 
condition. 

As to the main Mississippi, I have given Generals McPherson 
and Hurlbut plenary power, and I am perfectly willing you should 
communicate freely with either. Being absent from my dominions, 
I must constitute them “viceroys.” In McPherson I have as much 
confidence as myself, and I will write to him about that point of 
the main river above the mouth of Red, where your folks served 
Dick Taylor so shabby a trick. I rather think he won’t be caught 
that way a second time; stall, if you think a show from them would 
close up Red River, please write to General McPherson, who will, 
I have no doubt, do all in his power. Grant has stripped him pretty 
close, and he feels weak. I don’t think Natchez of so much im- 
portance as to call for a division, but Port Hudson should be made 
absolutely secure, and the heavy guns removed. For sound defense 
heavy guns are not as good as 12 and 24 pound howitzers, and if 
the enemy should reach the Mississippi at any point other than 
Vicksburg, Memphis, or Port Hudson, they would be unable to re- 
arm them with dangerous ordnance. We must therefore hold those 
places absolutely, or reduce the armament, so that should any one 
of them be carried by coup de main, it would be harmless to your 
ironclads. This matter is of sufficient importance for you to make 
it the matter of special communigation to General Banks. 

As to the movements of that general, I agree with you perfectly. 
T esteem him as a fine, courteous, and highly gifted gentleman, but 
he is either controlled by political instructions and considerations, 
or is making fearful mistakes. He is operating on lines widely 
divergent, diffuse. Had we at control a superabundant force, we 
might do these side games, but now every man should be moving 
concentrically. Destroy the grand armies of our enemy and the 
little ones will scatter and disappear. Taylor should not be fol- 
lowed till Red River is up. Then a combined movement on Shreve- 
port would paralyze Red River. Same of Little Rock. Till the 
Confederacy is shaken to the center, we should not bother ourselves 
with attempts to reconcile people and patch up civil governments. 
I am not going to bother myself about guerrillas and citizens. If 
they can’t do our main arteries harm, is all I aim at. The people 
will be sick enough of them in time, and from self-interest will, in 
time, combine for their destruction. 
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I know our own soldiers are pretty lawless, and will do all I can 
to repress it, but it results chiefly from the behavior of citizens who 
sit on their porches, peaceable and quiet as we pass, but fall on and 
wound some poor, footsore fellow who falls behind. Our men are 
full of the idea that all the people are sesech, and would as leave 
plunder and kill all as not. 

I will send to General McPherson the report of your officer about 
that case below Natchez and instruct him to draw a broad distine- 
tion as to those who live on the river bank, whose good-will we have 
an interest in securing. 

I would like much to make the Red River trip with you next win- 
ter, as also the capture of Mobile and the Alabama River next 
spring. This should be in progress now, for the possession of the 
Alabama River now, with our line of the Tennessee opposite Hunts- 
ville, would leave a short neck of land to choke off much of Alabama 
and all Mississippi. 

As soon as I am in communication with General Grant I will 
make disposition of the Ellet fleet, and also conclude what to do at 
Eastport. The country cuts me off from that road. 

With great respect, your friend, 
W. T. SuermMan, 


Major-General. 
Admiral D. D. Porrpr, 
Commanding Mississippi Fleet, Cairo. 


[Telegram.] 


Carro, November 8, 1863. 
Captain Fitch is at the mouth of the Cumberland with four gun- 
boats, and has been there some time, waiting for transports. The 
first transports went up about four days since.. He will push them 
through. There is not water enough in the Ohio for the heavier 


boats. 
D. D. Porter. 
Major-General Grant. 


Report of Lieutenant Wilson, U. S. Navy, referring to the presence 
of a Confederate cavalry force near Lake Providence, La. 


U.S. Gunsoar Mounp Crry, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, November 9, 1863. 

Sir: The V. F. Wilson arrived here to-day with one barge in a 
very bad condition. I have put my crew to work transferring the 
coal to another barge. It will take three days, and the Welson in 
that time can be well on her way up the river, so I thought it would 
best conform to your wishes by sending the Wilson up and when 
the good barge is filled, to send her down in tow of the Champion 
to Red River. The Champion is doing nothing, and, besides this, 
transferring will leave us enough coal to fill the boats here and a 
little over. 
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The Marmora went up to-day to relieve the Prairie Bird, at 
Cypress Bend, the Prairie Bird coming here to repair. 

Four thousand rebel cavalry were within 8 miles of [Lake] 
Providence yesterday. They killed 25 of the negro troops—scouts— 
I believe. 

This vessel is about ready. She needs liners for fire fronts and a 
siphon pump; otherwise she will be quite ready in a week 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron WIson, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, commanding 
First District. 


U. S. Ironcutap STEAMER Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., November 9, 1863. 


ApmiraL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 18th ultimo, by the General Lyon, which ar- 
rived yesterday noon. I write at 4 a. m., and hope to start the 
General Lyon on her return trip by daylight. I thank you very 
much for your endeavors to keep the Z’ssex supplied with such requi- 
sites as the unprecedentedly low stage of water would permit you to 
send, but, under the circumstances, I could hope to receive but 
little from Cairo, and I have been obliged to rely mostly upon New 
Orleans. J am happy to say that Commodore Bell has kindly filled 
such requisitions as I have found it necessary to make upon him. 
Yet, comparatively speaking, the Z’ssea has had but little extraneous 
aid. She has been compelled by circumstances to rely principally 
upon herself, and, though she has been nearly a year absent from 
workshops, a great deal of work has been put upon her by her own 
crew. Still, there is much more to be done, which I hope will yet 
be fairly accomplished ; but I must not forget the six calkers you sent 
me. They have done excellent service—work that our impromptu 
calkers vainly attempted to make good—and I hope, ere long, to 
have our decks reasonably tight, but you would be surprised, at 
least I was, to see how much oakum and pitch, to say nothing of 
ratling stuff and pine battens the seams swallow. The General 
Lyon brought six ship carpenters, sent by Mr. Bickerstaff, who mis- 
took your order. There is plenty of ship-carpenter work to be done, 
but both the material and the opportunity to use it are wanting, and 
must continue so until the #’ssew has the chance to go into dock. I 
therefore send the men back to Skipwith’s Landing, where I learn 
they can be illy spared, and I will depend upon our own contraband 
carpenters to lay the sheathing on the spar deck. The latter do their 
work very fairly, when it is properly laid out for them. Iam much 
obliged to you for sending the lumber. I am afraid inch boards are 
rather light for the purpose, but we will make them serve. The 
canvas, of which you speak, could not, probably, be supplied, for 
light factory muslin was sent. I shall endeavor to coat it so thor- 
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oughly with paint that it will stand the heavy wear that must come 
upon it. In the spar deck there are many planks nearly rotted 
through. I shall fill up the cavities with cement, which will at least 
give a square and solid bearing to the sheathing. The calking will 
enable us to thoroughly holystone the gundeck, gangways, fore- 
eastle, and fantail, which have never yet been brought down smooth. 
A good wetting down would have drenched magazines, shell room, 
and hold. Where the calking is finished, we holystone every morn- 
ing, and the improvement is already quite perceptible. I think our 
guns look pretty well; much care and work have been bestowed upon 
them, and I am not ashamed to show them now, but we keep at it, 
and their appearance continues to improve. Still, as appearance 
is but a secondary matter, my principal aim is to have them efficiently 
worked. I have put the contrabands at the guns, and they do very 
well. The new men you sent me have been distributed among the 
old, and, as we exercise every morning, they are getting well broken 
into their duties. They are generally little fellows, but we find 
them willing. By the time heavy service is required of them, I trust 
they will be found well up to their work. They now do very fairly, 
considering the short time they have been on board. The Brown 
arrived three or four days since, bringing us what Captain French 
estimated to be 2,500 bushels of coal. The Hssex has taken 350 
bushels, the Argosy 800, and I have been obliged to let the General 
Lyon have the balance. They call it 500 bushels they have taken. 
I think it was full 800. At any rate, my division has had but 
1,150 bushels of the remnant that reached us from above. As we 
can manage to get along slowly with wood, and as time is just now 
of more importance with the General Lyon, I let Captain Birch have 
the coal, particularly induced thereto by his assurances that within 
three or four days another coal barge would reach us with 10,000 
bushels. I presume it will reach us about a week hence, for I always 
make liberal allowance for leeway in these estimates; but we can 
get along without it till then, as I have made engagements for 40 
cords of wood. 

T had no idea of giving any receipt to the Baton Rouge coal man. 
Mr. Heap, who has always shown himself to be honorable as well as 
capable, brought the bribing letter to me. I told him to send letters 
and money to you, as I knew that would be the most efficient measure 
to defeat the bribers’ aim, and, besides, I desired that you should 
know of Mr. Heap’s honorable course. I can recommend him most 
highly, and I do hope, admiral, that you will send him the appoint- 
ment of acting chief engineer, the same he held before the Mississippi 
Squadron was regularly turned over to the Navy. Iam sure you will 
not regret promoting him. } 

I will also be very greatly obliged to you if you will appoint my 
executive officer, Acting Master John C. Parker, an acting volunteer 
lieutenant for river service. He is not a sailor, but he is an admirable 
river officer, and, in truth, he has gained more knowledge of seaman- 
ship, such as one in his situation could manage to acquire, than any 
other river officer I have seen. He is intelligent and well bred, very 
attentive to his duties, and unusually competent in the performance 
of them. He has behaved gallantly in action, earning my warmest 
commendation by his coolness, courage, and skillful gunnery. Cap- 
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tain Caldwell turned him over to me, with similar praise to that I 
now bestow. I find in him’ the honorable sentiment and bearing and 
the strict sense of duty accountability to one’s own conscience, as well 
as to authority, which are the life and soul of our dear old service. 
His ideas of discipline’ are far better than those of most of his com- 
peers, and altogether I am exceedingly well pleased with him in the 
responsible position he occupies as my executive officer. I hope you 
will promote him; the advancement will be well deserved. 

I am rather regretfully glad that you are so much pleased with 
the St. Mary and that you have done so much to improve and beau- 
tify her. She is worthy of all the adornment you can have bestowed 
upon her. The sight of her, amidst the misshapen river craft, must 
recall the brightness and freshness of the sea, like the southeasterly 
breeze that reaches us over these dull lowlands of Louisiana. But 
I fear IT am wandering too far from the prosy course of an oflicial 
letter, and, lest I become too eccentric and divergent, I will close. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rosert TowNsEND, 
Commander, Comdg. 1st Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the impor- 
tance of good maps, and commending the work of the coast-survey 
party attached to his command. 


Nos 197.) MississipP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, Ill., November 9, 1863. 

Sir: I have always advocated the employment of coast-survey 

a in connection with the navy and army since this rebellion 

egan. To the Navy the Coast Survey is indispensable in a region 
like this, comprising the States of Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkan- 
sas, where the navigation is made up of innumerable lakes and bayous 
not known to any but the most experienced pilots. Their existence 
would certainly never be known by examining modern charts. 

Great facilities would have been afforded the army and navy for 
operations on the Mississippi River and its tributaries had the Coast 
Survey or some institution like it preceded us, for the local surveys 
made for State or county purposes do not approach anything like 
perfection and give but little information adapted to military pur- 
poses. 

Notwithstanding the great distance our army and navy have ad- 
vanced on this river and its tributaries, exceeding a length of 3,000 
miles, we have not a single map to show that we have kept pace with 
our forces in delineating the face of the country or gaining hydro- 
graphical knowledge. JI am sorry to say that our army is not sufli- 
ciently provided with topographers to meet the want of even one 
small section of country and can not furnish the desired information. 

When in front of Vicksburg, I think I can say that I had the most 
complete set of maps and sketches to be found anywhere in the vicin- 
ity, ae the commanding general constantly came on board to con- 
sult them. 
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I was mainly indebted to a small coast-survey party that I had 
with me for these maps, as they were constantly engaged in compil- 
ing them from the best authorities they could find, and sketching in 
corrections when the maps were found to be erroneous. 

In this way I have been enabled to make a good collection of maps. 
One small party can, however, be of but little assistance when the 
operations are on so extended a scale as they are here carried on. Not- 
withstanding the number of maps and surveys and other sources of 
information, it is astonishing how little is known or has been, known 
heretofore about places which have lately become famous in history. 

Many of the spots-on the Mississippi and its tributaries, that have 
become memorable during the present rebellion, will probably never 
have their location fixed, owing to the fact that what is the business 
of everyone is apt not to be attended to, and the names of places ren- 
dered dear to us by associations as holy as any that ever existed, un- 
der similar circumstances, will likely be obliterated in time from 
having no hydrographical or topographical chroniclers to fix their 
position, or note the changes constantly taking place in this alluvial 
country. 

No one can appreciate more highly than myself the benefits arising 
to a squadron by having a coast-survey party attached, as I could 
not, heretofore, have got along without them. As I said before, one 
party is too small an affair for such a business as we are carrying on. 
This squadron is operating in Tennessee, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ar- 
kansas, and Louisiana, and information is called for at all these 
points. War can not be carried on without good maps; the general, 
or admiral who has the best charts will be apt to gain great advan- 
tages over his antagonist. In a country like ours, where the States 
and counties are cut up into lakes, river, and bayous, known only to 
the inhabitants of districts, we must have good maps. Without enter- 
ing into an argument to prove the necessity of a coast-survey party, 
or parties, being employed on a large scale out here, I beg leave to 
recommend that the attention of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey may be drawn to this desired object, and hope that Congress 
will afford the facilities for carrying on this important work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviw D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting list of ves- 
sels of his command, with tonnage and guns. 


No. 198.] Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 9, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a list of the vessels of 
this squadron, with their tonnage and number of guns; and remain, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, commanding 
Lighth District, regarding movement of transports and operations 
of Confederates on Cumberland River. 


U. S. S. Moose, 
Below Dover, November 9, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your tele- 
gram. I have just returned from above Harpeth Shoals. I went 
within a few miles of Nashville, taking with me a fleet of some ten 
or fifteen transports. As soon as I got the fleet above all danger, I 
turned back. I think some twenty-five or thirty transports have 
reached Nashville within the last day or two, and some ten or twelve 
more will start up in the morning; so, if the army is lacking sup- 
plies it is the quartermaster’s fault and not ours. 

There are a few scattering guerrillas along the river in squads of 
about 15 or 20; no batteries yet, though I presume there will be 
some soon. The other day a party of 15 or 20 guerrillas fired into a 
steamer only a mile and a half or two miles below Dover; this is a 
sample of the energy displayed by the land forces up this river. If 
we are not annoyed by batteries soon it will be a wonder. 

In my telegram I stated that I had but three boats in good condi- 
tion. The Victory’s boilers are leaking so badly that she can not 
do anything just now, but if the boilermakers come up it will not 
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take over a day to get her in running order. I wrote you in regard 
to the workmen before I left. « 

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Perkins also reports the Brilliant 
as being in a bad condition—wants calking and straightening up. 
He says her stern is settling down very much. I have not had time 
to examine her thoroughly, but presume she ought to be docked, and 
unless the ways at Paducah are clear, I do not see how this can well 
be done, as I presume there is more work now at Cairo than the 
ways can well attend to. Please let me know what to do with her. 
I will get along as well as I can with what boats I have. 

I will order the Fairplay to come down first opportunity. When 
she gets here, and the Brilliant is repaired, I can send boats to Nash- 
ville as fast as they arrive and keep the river perfectly free from 
guerrillas too. 

I found out this trip up where there is a guerrilla rendezvous, at a 
distillery back from where Palmyra once stood, about a mile or two 
from the river. I will pay it a visit very soon and break it up. 

The river is falling very fast, and I fear will be very low again for 
perhaps a week. However, I think we can make one more trip 
above Harpeth before it gets too low. 

Have you yet assigned an officer to the Tennessee, or do you wish 
me to look out for it also? If I am to look out for it also I must 
be finding out something about it—the number of boats there, what 
has been done, and what yet remains to be done, and make my 
arrangements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, I. 

P. S.—I will have as much as I can do during low water in con- 
voying to the foot of the shoals. 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


General order of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, for 
officers in charge of convoys. 


GENERAL ORDER 
‘ No. 13. | U. S. S. Moosz, November 9, 1863. 
Each officer in charge of a convoy must take the name of every ves- 

sel leaving port with them or joining the fleet; also the number of 

barges or flats in tow, and send in to me on his return a list of all 
transports taken under his convoy both in going up and coming out 
of the river. 
The object is to keep a complete record of the vessels under convoy. 
Very respectfull 
sete i Le Roy Firen, | 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Eighth District. 
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(Telegram. ] 
Nasuvit_f, Vovember 9, 1863—4 p. m. 


The transports are in readiness, but no convoy has yet reported. 
I to-day started Stockdale down the river with a letter to the naval 
commander at Clarksville, asking him to furnish convoy. What can 
be done? 
T. S. Bowers, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major-General U. S. Grant. 


Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding fleet of transports waiting 
convoy at Nashville, Tenn. 


Heapquarters Minirary Division or THE MIssIssIPPt, 
Nashville, Tenn., November 9, 1863. 

Sir: The bearer, Captain S. A. Stockdale, Assistant Provost-Mar- 
shal General, is directed to call on you for the purpose of stating to 
you the following facts: 

A fleet of transports has been loaded at this place with commis- 
sary stores to proceed up the Cumberland to the mouth of the Big 
South Fork, where General Burnside is awaiting them. General 
Grant telegraphed from Chattanooga (where he now is) some days 
since to Admiral Porter, asking for a convoy. Thus far no gunboats 
have arrived here; the transports are ready to proceed; it is of the 
highest importance that there should be no delay; and hearing that 
some of your vessels were in the vicinity, Captain Stockdale is dis- 
patched to confer with you in the hope that you will be able to 
furnish the convoys necessary. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, etc., 
T. S. Bowers, 
Lieut-Col. and Asst. Adjt.-General, 
Staff of Major-General U. 8. Grant. 


The Navan Orricer in Cuarcr or Gunpoat Fiorina, 
Cumberland River. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, requesting im- 
mediate instructions regarding convoy of transports in the Cum- 
berland River. 

U.S. 8. Moosr, Movember 10. 
Sir: I telegraphed you to-day but could get no message through. 

I send by the Newsboy copies, one in regard to the above letter. 

Please answer as soon as possible that I may be able to telegraph the 

boats to move on up if you so desire it. 

Very respectfully, Le Roy Frren, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr. 
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(Telegram. ] 


Nasnvitize, November 10, 1863. 
_No convoy has as yet reported. Stockdale telegraphs from Clarks- 
ville that gunboats passed there yesterday noon. He is still in pur- 
suit of them, and will continue until he obtains some definite infor- 
mation. Of course you do not want the boats to go without a convoy. 

T. S. Bowers, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major-General Granr. 


{Telegram. ] 


SmirnaLanp, Vovember 10, 1863. 
Telegram 9th received. Have just returned from above the shoals. 
Took up ten or fifteen transports. Will send ten or twelve up to-day. 
Have but three gunboats here in good condition. 
Victory’s boilers in bad order. Brilliant out of repair. River fall- 
ing. I send letter by mail. 
Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Iu: 


[ Telegram. ] 


Nasuvitiz, Vovember 10, 1863. 
Captain Stockdale telegraphs from Smithland that he has had an 
interview with Captain Fitch, commanding gunboat flotilla on the 
Cumberland, and that he will do nothing without orders from Ad- 
miral Porter. Fitch has telegraphed to Porter for instructions. 
Can anything further be done? I have directed Stockdale to pro- 
ceed until he does get a convoy. Am I right? 
T. S. Bowers, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major-General Grant. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
code of whistle signals for convoying. 


U.S. S. Moose, 
Smithland, Ky., November 10, 1863. 
Sir: I send enclosed a set of whistle signals for convoying. I 
changed my old set to make them like yours, or rather, I discarded 
the first part of the old set and copied yours. This river is so nar- 
row and the channel and currents so various that, with such large 
convoys, it is necessary to have a few more signals than are contained 
in General Order No. 70. [ 
Sometimes it is best for boats to lash in pairs, both for speed and 
security. At other times there is not room for two boats to go to- 
ether. 
: Frequently we have to stop the whole fleet, but not land, to let a 
boat get through a narrow place. 
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It is frequently the case that we are compelled to anchor, not being 
able to land; again, there are times when we can not anchor, but are 
compelled to tie to the shore; therefore we must choose the safest 
side. 

I have omitted the firing of a gun in this code, as it is not always 
advisable to let the enemy know that there are armed boats in the 
fleet. 

If you approve of this code I will have a number printed, so that 
I can supply each steamer under convoy with a copy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Lz Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


N. B.—-The whistles must be sounded in the order they are written 
to be understood. 

The boats will be assigned their positions by the officer in charge 
of the convoy before starting. 

Boats with tows and slow boats must always be put in the lead; 
the most valuable cargoes, such as money, arms, or ammunition, must 
be in the safest places next close ahead of some one of the gunboats, 
but never put in the lead, and the fastest boats must be put in the rear. 

When the convoys are large, and it is practicable, the boats must 
lash in pairs, to shorten in the lines and give more security. When 
in line, keep about 150 or 200 yards apart, unless the river is bad. 
when a greater distance will be necessary. 

Never crowd up or jamb into narrow chanels nor run up on to or 
jamb the boat next ahead. Avoid all confusion. 

When signal is made when in line, every other boat, or if in pairs 
every other pair of boats, from the one making the signal, each way, 
will repeat it. When tied up or at anchor, each boat, when single, 
or each pair, when double, will repeat the signal. 

Should a gun be fired from any of the gunboats, pay no attention 
to it unless signalized. 

Le Roy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Brown, U. S. Nawy, com- 
manding White River station, transmitting affidavits regarding 
property taken by Marine Brigade from the estate of Mrs. Miles H. 
McGehee. 


U.S. S. Quren Crry, 
White River Station, Ark., Tuesday, November 10, 1863. 

Sir: On the 7th instant Mrs. Miles H. McGehee, of Bolivar 
County, Miss., came on board this vessel, accompanied by V. T. 
Waren, the overseer of her estate, and J. C. Kirk, a planter. She re- 
quested that I should take their evidence concerning the damage done 
to her property by the Marine Brigade, and informed me that Mr. 
Vance had had an interview with you on her behalf, and that you had 
requested to be furnished with some evidence on the subject. I en- 
close you the affidavits of Messrs. Waren and Kirk, and from the 
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information I can obtain, I believe that Mr. and Mrs. McGehee are 
good and loyal citizens, who have always been friendly to the United 
States Government. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


Gro. W. Brown, 
Actg. Vol. Lieut. U. S. Navy, Comdg. Naval Forces, White River. 
Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


{Enclosure. ] 


Strate or Arkansas, County of Desha, ss: 


V. T. Waren, of Bolivar County, Miss., being duly sworn accord- 
ing to law, deposes and says that on or about the 23d May, 1863, a 
steamboat landed at McGhee’s [McGehee’s] Landing, and a party of 

‘about 25 white men, uniformed as the Marine Brigade, and accom- 
panied by a number of negroes, came from the boat and pillaged the 
place of Miles H. McGhee [McGehee], taking away with them 22 
mules, 1 mare and colt, 1 bay filly 3 years old, 1 horse, and harness 
and bridles for the mules, the whole valued at $10,000. Said depo- 
nent did not see the boat, but understands it was the Lady Pike; he, 
however, saw the smoke of the boat and saw the troops pillaging Mr. 
McGhee’s [McGehee’s] place. The officers who commanded the party 
were uniformed as officers of the Marine Brigade, commanded by 
Brigadier-General Ellet. He was overseer of the place, and saw the 
party take all the property specified above. 

That on or about the 1st June, 1863, a steamboat landed at Kirk’s 
Landing, and a party of about 30 men in the uniform of the Marine 
Brigade came to Miles McGhee’s [McGehee’s] place and took away 
with them 3 mules, 1 gray filly 3 years old, 15 hams, and about 100 
head of poultry, the whole valued at $1,300. Said deponent saw the 
said Marine Brigade troops pillaging and saw them take away the 
property specified above. 

That on or about the 12th and 13th July, 1863, a steamboat landed 
at McGehee’s Landing and a party-of about 20 men came to the place 
of Miles H. McGehee, and remained that and the next day, coming 
and going to and from the boat all the time. They brought some am- 
bulances and pillaged the place and took away with them nearly 2 
barrels of molasses, 6 jars of lard, about 800 to 1,000 head of poultry, 
and 6 hogs, the whole valued at $700. They tore up the garden, 
breaking down the fences, plants, and trees, and in the orchards 
caused great damage by breaking down fruit trees, the whole damage 
estimated at $2,000 to $3,000. 

That said place has never been abandoned, but always occupied by 
owner or his agents, and that the inventory attached hereto is a cor- 
rect list of the property taken from the place and the prices marked 
are the true values thereof. 

V. T. Waren. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me the 7th of November, 1863. 
Gro. W. Brown, 
Act. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. White River Station. 


Witness: 
Cuirrorp STANLEY SIMS, 
Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. S. Navy. 
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At the same time and place John C. Kirk being duly sworn de- 
poses and says that he knows the property specified in the foregoing 
affidavit as having been taken by the Marine Brigade from the place 
of Miles H. McGehee, to have been taken; that it is valued fairly, 
and that the place was never abandoned. 

That on or about the 23d of February, 1863, the U. S. S. Conestoga 
landed at Hosten’s Landing and took from the Mound place, belong- 
ing to Miles H. McGehee, 8 bales of cotton, valued at a . 

. C. Kir. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 7th day of November, 1863. 
Gro. W. Brown, 
Act. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdq. White River Stution. 


Witness: 
Cuirrorp STANLEY SIMs, 
Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. S. Navy. 


Letter from Major-General McPherson, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Owen, U.S. Navy, requesting cooperation of gunboats 
at Goodrich’s Landing, La. 


HapQuarTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMy Corps, 
Vicksburg, Miss., November 10, 1863. 
Captain: Brigadier-General J. P. Hawkins, at Goodrich’s Land- 
ing, reports a force of the enemy 2,000 strong, with eight new pieces 
of artillery, at Floyd or Bayou Macon. If the enemy are there in 
such force, their object, doubtless, is to make a raid on the planta- 
tions on the west side of the river and, perhaps, attack the force at 
Goodrich’s Landing or Milliken’s Bend. I have to request that you 
will send one or two gunboats to Goodrich’s Landing to assist Gen- 
eral Hawkins, if necessary. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. B. McPuerson, 
Captain Owen, U. S. Navy, Major-General 
Commanding Gunboat Fleet. 


Report of Acting Ensign Pool, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
EL Bene regarding protection given to Army transports at Helena, 
Ark. 

U.S. S. Eastport, 
Foot of Island [No.] 65, November 10, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that since my report of the 
7th instant I moved down to White River, where I procured a sup- 
ply of coal, and have come up to this point at the request of Quarter- 
master Noble, of Helena, Ark., in order to furnish protection to the 
Governmental transports while procuring wood here. I am unable to 
move any farther for the present, owing tothe damaged condition of 
the boilers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
iy Pagar: 
Acting Ensign, Commanding pro tem. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrnr, ° 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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(Telegram. ] 


Papucan, November 11, 1863. 
Arrived here at 3 this p. m. Everything is quiet. 


Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Steamer Black Hawk, Mound City, Ill. 


T. Smiru. 


Letter from Chief of Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting to Rear- 
Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, requesting information regarding the 
discharge of soldiers doing duty on gunboats. 


Navy DrEparTMENT, 
Bureau or EQureMEentT anp REcRUITING, 
Washington, D. C., November 11, 1863. 
Str: Be pleased to inform the bureau what course you have adopted 
in discharging the soldiers of the Army of the Potomac doing duty 
on board the gunboats; whether they are returned to their respective 
regiments or discharged from the United States service altogether. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. N. Sirs, 
Chief of Bureau ad interim. 
Rear-Armiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding U.S. Squadron, Mississippi River. 


[Telegram. ] 


Cuartranooca, Vovember 11, 1863. 
You are right in sending Stockdale until convoys are obtained. If 
gunboats do not accompany our transports there will be no use in 
sending them. 
U. S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
Colonel Bowers, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, to Major- 
General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding convoying in the Ohio and 
Cumberland rivers. 

U. S. S. Mooss, 


Smithland, November 11, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 9th instant. Two gunboats will be dispatched 
immediately to comply with the request. I am sorry I did not know 
this sooner, as I was within a few miles of Nashville the other day 
and could have sent two boats right up had I known it was the desire 
to send supplies above. : : 

Please communicate with me direct in regard to the assistance you 
may require from the aul athe on the Cumberland or Ohio River; 
then I will know exactly what to do. Besides, it saves a great deal 
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of time. Having sent the first request to the admiral, I knew nothing 
of it, there being at the time neither mail nor telegraphic communi- 
cation between us. As it was, I was compelled to send to Cairo to 
know the admiral’s wishes. Whereas, had the first application for 
convoy been made direct to me, I could have given the convoy at 
once. Will you please let the gunboats belonging to the Army meet 
the convoys from below at Harpeth Shoals, as I will, after sending 
two boats above, have one left for a time to convoy from here up. 
Soon, however, I will have more, as I have ordered all the boats out 
of the Ohio to join me here. Please make known your wishes to me, 
and if it is in my power I will, with all my heart, comply with them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcu, 
Commanding Cumberland and Ohio 
Divisions of Gunboats, Miss. Squadron. 


Lieutenant Colonel T. S. Bowrrs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Mil. Division of the Miss. 


[Telegram.] 


Nasuvit_tp, Vovember 12, 1863. 


Captain Stockdale has just returned from Cairo, where he had an 
interview with Admiral Porter. Two gunboats are on the way and 
will arrive here to-morrow. 

Porter received your dispatch and directed Captain Fitch to send 
the boats at once, but the latter did not receive the order. 

He told Stockdale that he has directed Fitch to furnish you all 
the gunboats you require from time to time without waiting to con- 
sult him. b 

Fitch writes that he will hereafter afford you prompt cooperation. 

The river is doubtless too low, but will be up again in a few days. 
I will send the Vewsboy up in the morning to ascertain particulars. 

T. S. Bowers, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major-General Grant. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, of arrival of 
U.S. S. Fairplay at Smithland, Ky. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, November 12, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to report the arrival of the U.S. 8. Fairplay 
at this place this a. m. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Lx Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Wilson, U. S. Navy, regarding 
reported movement of Confederate force from Bayou Magon to- 
ward Red River. 


U.S. Gunzoat Mounp Crry, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, November 12, 1863. 
Sir: To-day I boarded the Albert Pearce, bound up, to send dis- 
patches from Major-General McPherson, ordering the Marine Bri- 
gade to Goodrich’s Landing. General McPherson wanted a gunboat 
sent there, but from what I can learn, the force on Bayou Macon 
which he thought might attack Goodrich’s has gone back toward Red 
River. It consisted of 2,000 infantry and 8 pieces of artillery. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron Witson, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Captain Stockdale, U. 8S. Army, regarding measures for 
procuring convoy for fleet of transports ordered to proceed up 
Cumberland River. 


Hogrs. Miurrary Division or THE MississtIPrt, 
Nashville, Tenn., November 13, 1863. 


Cotonet: In pursuance of instructions from you to proceed down 
the Cumberland River as bearer of a communication to the com- 
manding officer of a fleet of gunboats, supposed to be lying between 
this place and Clarksville, Tenn., and to confer with said officer, with 
a view of procuring a convoy to a fleet of transports loaded with 
commissary stores at this place, and under orders to proceed up the 
Cumberland River, I have the honor to report that on the 9th instant, 
at 4.30 o’clock p. m., I went on board the Army gunboat Newsboy, 
which was placed subject to my order, and moved down the Cumber- 
land River without having seen or heard of the gunboats. 

I arrived at Clarksville at 11 o’clock p. m. of the same day. Here 
I learned that the gunboats had passed down about 8 o’clock that 
morning. Our pilot, who had been on duty for the two nights pre- 
vious; gave out, and I was forced to take a pilot from the Army gun- 
boat Hagan, which was lying disabled and useless at Clarksville. 

After reporting progress to you by telegraph, I again moved down 
the river, but did not overtake or meet any gunboats until within 2 
miles, or thereabouts, of Smithland I met two, and from the officer 
in command learned that Captain Fitch, commanding gunboat flotilla 
on Ohio and Cumberland Rivers, was on board gunboat Wo. 34, then 
lying opposite Smithland, Ky.; so I moved on, and at 2 o’clock p. m. 
of the 10th instant landed above gunboat Vo. 34. Upon going aboard 
found that Captain Fitch had gone into the woods eyruing and 
would not be back until evening. I returned to my boat, and at 6 
o’clock p. m. went aboard Captain Fitch’s boat again. Waited nearly 
an hour, when Captain Fitch returned, and I immediately delivered 
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to him your communication, made a statement of the facts as au- 
thorized, and endeavered to the best of my ability to impress upon 
Captain Fitch the importance of the movement, depending upon his 
furnishing the gunboats at once. 

I also made enquiries as to whether or no he had received any 
intimation from Admiral Porter that the gunboats were needed at 
Nashville; to which he replied that he had not, and owing to the 
demand for gunboats to convoy transports from Smithland to Nash- 
ville, he could not spare any gunboats, and, in any event, he could 
not send the gunboats to Nashville for the purpose of convoying 
above that place without orders from Admiral Porter, to whom he 
would telegraph, and could probably give me an answer the following 
morning. 

As I feared Captain Fitch would not represent the case to Admiral 
Porter in its fullest importance, I moved across to Smithland and 
telegraphed to you, reporting progress, and asking for instructions 
in case the reply from Admiral Porter should be unfavorable. 

Soon after returning to the boat, I was waited upon by a messenger 
from Captain Fitch, who informed [me] that it was impossible to get 
a dispatch through to Admiral Porter within any reasonable time, and 
asked me if I would go to Mound City with a communication to 
Admiral Porter, adding that if I would do so, Captain Fitch would 
furnish me an Ohio River pilot. To this proposition I cheerfully 
assented as the surest and quickest means of getting an order for 
the gunboats. I telegraphed you of this change of programme, and 
at 10 o’clock p. m. proceeded down the Ohio River, reaching Mound 
City the next morning at 4 o’clock. 

I immediately waited upon Admiral Porter on board flagship 
Black Hawk, delivered to him the dispatch, and acquainted him with 
the necessity of having the gunboats at Nashville at once. Admiral 
Porter expressed much surprise that the gunboats had not already 
been furnished, agreeably to General Grant’s request; he had directed 
Captain Fitch to send two gunboats to Nashville at once. Admiral 
Porter then penned a communication to Captain Fitch, the contents 
of which he informed me were directions to send the gunboats to 
Nashville without delay, and in future to render General Grant all 
assistance possible without waiting for orders, and to do all he could 
toward supplying General Burnside. 

Having accomplished the object of my mission, at 5 o’clock I 
moved up the river, reaching Smithland at noon, and delivered Ad- 
miral Porter’s dispatch to Captain Fitch, of whom I received orders 
to Captain Glassford, commanding the two gunboats that had started 
up the river the day before, and communication to yourself. 

At 2 o’clock p.m. I moved up the Cumberland River again, and at 
4 o'clock the next morning, 12th instant, overhauled the gunboats 
12 miles above Fort Donelson, delivered the dispatch to Captain 
Glassford, and was assured by him that he would report the gun- 
boats to you at Nashville on the following morning. I then proceeded 
up the river again, touched at Clarksville at 10 o’clock a. m., relieved 
the pilot I had taken from the Army gunboat Hagan, and arrived at 
Nashville at 9 o’clock p. m. of the same day. 
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It is due to Admiral Porter to add that I saw at Smithland, Ky., 
a copy of dispatch from him, dated November 9, 1863, directing 
Captain Fitch to report two gunboats to the commanding officer at 
Nashville without delay. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. A. STockDALE, 
Capt. 103 Ills. Inf. and Asst. Pro. Marshal General. 


Lieutenant-Colonel T. S. Bowers, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Nashville, Tenn. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, regarding pay 
of picts. 


U.S. S. Moose, 
Smithland, Ky., November 14, 1863. 

Sir: I regret to state that there is great dissatisfaction among our 
Cumberland and Ohio pilots in consequence of their pay. 

The pay of pilots from Cincinnati to Nashville has been increased 
to about $300 per month or $10 per day. 

This, I think, together with the lower first-class pilots getting $250 
per month, has caused the dissatisfaction here. 

There is one thing in favor of these pilots, they are nearly all old, 
experienced hands, and, in their respective districts, are the very 
best of pilots. 

I trust you will forgive this annoyance this time, but as there are 
so many applications for first-class positions going in, I thought it 
proper that.I should make some little explanation as to the cause. 

Very respectfully, 
Le Roy Fires, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, of arrival at 
Smithland, Ky., of U. S. S. Springfield. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, November 14, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the U.S. 8. Spring- 
field at this place this a. m. 
Have got patrols established so that supplies can go through as 
fast as they arrive. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
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Report of Rear-Admiradl Porter, U. S. Navy, condemning the M arine 
Brigade and transmitting information regarding rams under con- 
struction at New Albany, Ind. 


MississipPl SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 14, 1863. 

Sir: Mr. Heap requested me to send you what information I 
could get in relation to the two rams building at New Albany, Ind. 

I sent Lieutenant-Commander K. R. Breese to examine them and 
the enclosed is his report. 

From General Grant’s idea of the employment of the Marine 
Brigade, he intended to take them for transports, which they have 
succeeded in avoiding, and when the army at Chattanooga was 
almost starving for want of provisions, and the gunboats were wait- 
ing for convoy at the mouth of the Tennessee, the quartermaster not 
being able to procure transportation, five of the Marine Brigade 
boats were lying doing nothing at Cairo. Some of them below, near 
Vicksburg, did report themselves as ordered, to the commanding 
general there, but those commanders who did so were dismissed from 
service by General Ellet for doing so. He is evidently determined to 
have an independent command, and has set General Grant’s orders at 
defiance, and paid no attention to the Secretary of War. In case the 
Marine Brigade is taken from him, he calculates to fall back on the 
Ram Fleet command again. Thus the ram navy is being increased, 
and there will shortly appear on these waters a new squadron in- 
tended to operate independent of the Navy. I could no more permit 
a squadron of this kind within the limits of my command than Gen- 
eral Grant could allow an army independent of him to be operating 
near Chattanooga, with purposes differing entirely from his own. - 

The law of Congress particularly prescribed that all vessels for 
naval purposes should be turned over to the Navy. I enclose the law. 

The Marine Brigade and Ram Fleet has been the most expensive 
affair, for the little that has been done, ever got up in the country. 
If it should be permitted to operate independently, the Navy would 
bear all the odium of its doings. 

I send you one of the reports sent me about them, when I once 
sent them to protect the citizens at St. Joseph Lake. If they act 
so when they go to protect, what will they do when they go to make 
war? 

I trust that you will use every effort to put a stop to this thing; 
it is an evasion of the law, and not treating the Navy with the respect 
that is due it from the other branch of the service. The Army will 
not recognize any organization of this kind, and wherefore should we? 

Having a branch of another service under my command, it was 
a point of delicacy with me to give them all the credit they deserved. 
I did more; I gave them more than they deserved. 

I am sure you have at heart the interests of the service, and will 
not stand by and see the legitimate branch degraded by the inter- 
ference of a spurious organization. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


\ 


Davin D. Porter, , 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. G. V. Fox, 
Assistant Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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{Enclosures. ] 


An act transferring the Western Gifnboat Fleet from the War to the Navy 
“ Department. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Western gunboat fleet, constructed by 
the War Department for operations on the Western waters, shall be 
transferred to the Navy Department, which will be hereafter charged 
with the expense of its repair, support, and maintenance: Provided, 
That all vessels now under construction or repair by authority of the 
War Department shall be completed and paid for under the authority 
of that Department, from appropriations made for that purpose. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect 
and be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved, July 16, 1862. 


Crncinnatl, O., Vovember 12, 1863. 

Dear Str: I have just returned from New Albany and a visit to 
the rams building there. I think I have found out the big gun of 
the Marine Brigade in its chief quartermaster, Captain Brooks, who 
has charge of the construction of those vessels. He is a man of intel- 
ligence, and I think of considerable influence in the State and West, 
from his connection with railroads, etc. 

The rams are being constructed on the surplus appropriated for 
the Ram Fleet, and authorized by Mr. Stanton, who rather objected 
to having any iron put on them, as it might be considered infringing 
on the Navy, and they be styled gunboats. General Meigs also has 
inspected them, and I believe they are regularly recognized by the 
War Department. I think they will be fine vessels. The boilers 
are in the hold, as also the machinery, and well protected from the 
peculiar construction of the vessel. The machinery is considered 
ample to drive them at the ordinary rate of river boats. The boilers 
are in pairs on each side of the fore-and-aft bulkhead connected, but 
susceptible of working either pair. One vessel is 180 feet long and the 
other 210 feet. The latter only differing in extending the lines and 
rather more carrying out the plan or idea of a Mr. Germaine, an en- 
thusiast on the subject of hydrodynamics, and the peculiar model of 
vessels to get at the greatest speed. He says he can build a vessel to 
go 50 miles an hour. If he had not put it at that figure I should 
have believed a good deal more he said, as I liked his ideas, they be- 
ing new. He said Commodore Goldsborough approved his plans, 
but Fox said he could not give him a vessel to build even at the mod- 
erate rate of 20 miles an hour without the same security given by 
Ericsson. If these rams do not draw too much water I think they 
will be fine vessels, but at the same time I think every effort will be 
made to keep up the Ram Fleet, no matter what becomes of the 
brigade. , 

I liked Captain Brooks very much; he is gentlemanly, and was 
as polite as could be to me. Mr. Germaine is a character chock full 
of science, as old Captain Cuttle would say, but about his peculiar 
ideas I can not answer for. At all events, I never saw or heard of 
a vessel on his plan, and there may be something in it. He says 
that there is a resistance greater than the square, which nobody 
heretofore has been able to find out. He claims to have found that 
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out, and also to have remedied it. He says from the peculiar model 
of his boats they handle much more readily in turning, their sides 
being shaped to present the least resistance from the pressure of the 
water in the same manner asthe bows. Captain Brooks hopes to have 
one ready by the 1st January, and the other by the 15th. I think 
it very likely two weeks later will give them. I saw a nice little 
side-wheel steamer at New Albany, perfectly new, and Mr. Kendall 
and Mr. Gilman leave to-night to examine and purchase her. 


Gia all eloan except whee pe 
Wwotles. 


an. 


Our 


Tron ni : 
see the enloe Lenasth ‘ 


The vessel 210 feet long is really the same shape aft as forward. Her midship section 
is as above, and forward and aft the tail of a mackerel is the best idea I can give you 
to come near it. My sketching powers fail me, but I will whittle it out so then you 
can get the idea. 


There appears to be nothing but stern-wheel boats here, so I have 
told Mr. Gilman not to buy any more until we go to Pittsburg and 
Wheeling and see what there is there. Captain Brown is driving 
ahead on them; he has now four underway, and says send them along. 

The Grampus is a nice little receiving vessel in first-rate order, and 
Captain Sells appears to be a very good man for the place. He has 
no furniture in his cabin, no carpet, or anything in fact. Can he be 
furnished from the surplus of the steamers purchased, and such as 
they have not jet Mr. Brown furnish and charge in his bill? The 
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vessel really requires it to make her respectable, and the appear- 
ance of the vessel indicates such comforts would be appreciated and 
taken care of. 

I find Captain Sells has never received the order about lists of 
officers, etc., and told him to send you a list. He has only an ensign 
and a mate, Mr. Isaac C. Wiltsee, the latter useless, and his time 
taken up in devotion to the fair sex. Mr. Litherbury, acting ensign, 
at present the executive officer, is a ship carpenter, and Mr. Kendall 
is very desirous of having him to assist him in seeing his directions 
carried out. I would recommend it if you can supply his place here. 

The vessel has accommodations for an ensign and three master’s 
mates, and if you can spare them I think it would be a good plan to 
have them here. There is no one that can drill the men, and she has 
such comfortable deck to drill on, it seems a pity it should be lost. 

The vessel is such a creditable little concern that I would like to 
see it kept up well. Mr. Wiltsee, the master’s mate, does not know 
any drill whatever. 

There are no rifles on board, nothing but 10 cutlasses and re- 
volvers. Twenty rifles would be a good thing, and somebody to 
teach the use of them. I hope you will be able to wade through all 
my scribbling, and as I am getting a little homesick; as soon as I 
go to Pittsburg I think I will turn about for the Black Hawk, 
unless you should want me to go somewhere else. 

Please remember me to Smith, and believe me, 

Yours, respectfully, 
K. R. Breese. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiradl Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, proposing that vessels with fever patients from the Gulf 
Squadron be sent to Cairo for change of climate. 


Navy Department, November 14, 1863. 
Sir: Several of the vessels of the Western Gulf Blockading 
Squadron have been severe sufferers from fever, and the surgeon of 
the fleet is of the opinion that they should seek a Northern climate. 
Commodore Bell suggests that all of the small ones could experience 
desirable change by ascending the river to Cairo or St. Louis during 
the high water, and some of the river fleet be sent below to supply 
their places. : 
The Department approves the suggestion, and has directed him to 
send to you such as are fit for service above, and inform him that 
you would supply their places by sending down such as were suit- 
able for service below, which you will do. 
Advise the Department of the changes that are thus made. 
Very respectfully, 
GipEon WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 
51246°—n w R—VvoL 25—12——36 


562 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


List of vessels of the Mississippi Squadron, with their commanding 
officers and stations, November 15, 1863, Rear-Admiral David D. 


Porter, U. S. Navy, commanding. 


Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 

AT POS «icine es esses ee Acting Ensign J, C. Morong........--..--..---.. Below Donaldsonville. 

Abraham's: = Sss-2sea54 Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner... . ..2--/-- <j. .0-s-05 Cairo. 

IN Go sa) OG Fue See oes [6 ae, acetone See SMe Wane AA Nae amas Hacets Do. 

Black Hawk Lieut, Commander K. R. Breese..-....-.2...-.- Do. 

Benton Lieut. Commander Jas. A. Greer.........-..-:.- Natchez. 

Brilliant Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas. G. Perkins... .... Cumberland River. 

BYOWDsees. hee oss eeeas Acting Ensign E.C. Van Pelt...-....-.- .| Towing coal. 

Chillicothe Acting Volunteer Lieut. H. S. Eytinge- - Fort Adams. 

GHOCtAW anc se et eae Seeee Lieut. Commander F. M. Ramsay ...........-- Red River. 

CarOndele ts Seca st eyoa |e accis So ga nel io Seance eee eae to eee ee Carthage. 

Conest0gazca-.ss-cees = <= Lieut. Commander T. O. Selfridge Napoleon. 

Cricket.t 28 ¢=.sj2 2.226225 Acting Master H. H. Gorringe.....-.-..-------- 

Covinetonssa..-. ee as: Acting Volunteer Lieut. G. P. Lord............. Island [No.] 65. 

Clara Dolseniies: 2-2. - Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Scott............- Cairo. : 

Champion. os sesese=- 2 Acting. Master A. Phelps-.2 acs 2<-ae- = =seee- 22 Below Red River. 

Curle were = ceca. sare Acting Ensign HB. ONeilletsen sce. se nee ase Cole’s Creek. 

GINICINTIAUL ccc sae os oe oe loan eee ee eee tintin ene cise acon secon anne sera Repairing. 

Eastport Lieut. Commander S. L. Phelps..............-- Laconia. ; 

Exchange Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. S. Hurd............. Above Memphis. 

ESSOXE Men ens Commander Robert Townsend...........-. ..-| Donaldsonville. 

Forest Rose Acting Volunteer Lieut. Charles A. Wright...... pies Natchez and Cole’s 
Teek. 

PAID sess see acess Acting Master Gude GLOVES. sans oscars ease Cumberland River 

Hawise Au ce seee ee oe Acting Master John R. Grace .............--.--- White River. 

Hort Hindman. 53x. -+.. Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Pearce.........-. Ellis Cliffs. 

General Price... .--:..2- Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. Richardson. ...... vas waiting for water to go 
elow. 

Generali rae ee. fo Bosca) arses cree stopetn rele iors eee ala laretn le aiote mete ei chetniee ieee erereesee Helena. 

Gréat Western. .........| Acting Master Thos: Bates. .\.).0o-'22.-.csssan Goodrich’s Landing. 

General Lyon........... PilOtAR EDIT Ch eases grate ci oa ee Below. 

General Pillow.....-.... Acting Master. J.C. Bumnerss.. ..5-2-sesene- 22-2 Guarding powder boats. 

Hastings ttc 4. es hoe. Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. R. Langthorne. ..... Tennessee River. 

Judge Torrence........- ethi sg. Master Tn inwiliscceecsse 1 ose oe eee soe Natchez. 


AWC AS eeeoeaes 


White River. 


Key West... Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. M. King Tennessee River. 
Ken woods. .ccccstoaacuee Acting Master John Swaney..................--. Port Hudson and below. 
Pafayettes eee acs. cack Lieut. Commander J. P. Foster | Bayou Sara. 
Thouisville se <--cceres cee Lieut. Commander E. K. Owen................- | Skipwith’s Landing. 
bexingtoniss: <<<) -)icsne Liewt::G Me Bache 252. cecece <a aca toeecee eee Tennessee River. 
iinden.-.tessaige ses Acting Master T. M. Farrell Greenville. 

Mittle Rebels... 2.. en. Acting Ensign N. T. Rennell Cairo. 

Mound Citys i.c-tttes.<2 Lieut. Commander Byron Wilson............... Lake Providence. 
Mier Orais 2 jescceis sicw Lec | ws aac are eS owrars ses ores Sime seme cla ste stele nel sss aici Island No. 70. 

IMOOSES Ie teaiconiners eee Lieut. Commander Leroy Fitch................. Cumberland River. 
INC WATAlSe sass neces Acting Master James Marshall..............-.... Island No. 10. 

New National........... Rilot Aves Grant -o2 hoses s -cawee ce pene ee = Below. 

Naumikese = Jj. Scissoene Acting Masten Jobnsegers: . 2 8. 9e oc cece cok White River. 
Neosho Acting Volunteer Lieut. Samuel Howard.. -| Morganza. 

Osage secs. .| Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. P. Couthouy. -. -| Below Fort Adams. 
Ougehitares. x sence cee delice at = eo i ae rea er ei ein g -| Undergoing alterations, 
Pittsburg Acting Volunteer Lieut. Wm. R. Hoel........ - Grand Gulf. 
Petrolit:t.\. lepies casas Acting Master Jas. D. Sinclair. .............. -| Cypress Bend. 
Prairie Bird. oo. 6 seas sa Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. E. Brennand.... | 

Paw Baws : del. clerics Acting Master A. F. behag ety Petes. See eae Tennessee River. 
POOS(As Fa. co tecnanto cee Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thos. E. Smith. ....... Do. 

Queen Citys. a a ts..2- ed Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. W. Brown........ White River. 
VOMMOOS See. Se eect Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. V. Johnston......... Below Napoleon. 

US UUIED Soe ce okine sane n tan |e seam ncaa cena matte ee cramer me aalaeee meee ere Rodney. 

Red Rovers ssccccse< soe Acting: Masten Wii. Wells..<. Sosecoesses coe cetee 

IRODDse tere een aee er Acting Ensign Robt. Wilkinson................. Tennessee River. 
Reindeer. Acting Volunteer Lieut. H. A. Glassford.. Cumberland River. 
Siegal. tos ar ouubcec ates Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. Dominy....... -| Below Port Gibson. 
Springfield sera (en ahh at sth patetacat Te mle reglee Cc eieis ve Tene see either aie ace em mente Cumberland River. 
St. Clair Acting Master Geo. W. Foutty:..............0.4 Below Donaldsonville. 
RONCNOISD): Se aaae Sas\aaisic| «hia ciats 4 aoe ates Aes erase | eee este eee Laid up. 

malvern Wakely. sare sence Acting Ensign J. C. Coyle.......... Rittauts Gener Cumberland River. 
Sliver Clowdstscom-ceene Acting Master Acie, OUNGM.  gs- 06 ~ wuts con ace Below Island No. 10, 
SAINIDSODY co c-raemtehilse aun tatinsice etree ene SA te Se ee eee 

MUISGUIN DTG... sereentr ae Lieut. Commander Jas. W. Shirk................ Laid up. 

BISVOliees cakeiile 33 2 Sa nisioteeeec Lieut. Commander Jas. M. Prichett............. Tennessee River. 
Rawallwovs sac cc mck sc sine Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jason Goudy........... Do. 

MTONSAS asain rsa rtets eesti 6.0 ee , Sptecdaty Sass Hee Rad ee eee eee DR COMES Cairo. 
VICtONYineee, oes rae eee Acting Ensign Frederick Read.............-.... Cumberland River. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Pearce, U. S. Navy, forwarding letter for Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy. 


U. 8. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 15, 1863. 
Str: I send you a very important letter for Captain Ramsay. 
Will you take it down to the next boat? At any rate, get it to him 
as soon as you can. The rebels are threatening below Red River; 
there may be some above. Vigilance is needed now especially. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER. 


Commanding Orricer U. S. Gunboat at Ellis Cliffs. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, regarding the reported 
movement of a Confederate force to obstruct the Mississippi River. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 15, 1863. 
My Dear Ramsay: I have received information from General 
Gresham of such importance that I deem it necessary to send you 
word at once, for fear you may not be as fully posted as we are. The 
rebels are marching in, evidently with the intention of trying to 
obstruct the navigation of the river. Taylor’s force of 10,000 di- 
vided into two columns—one under his command, the other under 
Walker, and en route for the river and probably there now. Taylor 
was coming in from Opelousas and would strike the river near Mor- 
ganza. Walker was to cross at Simmesport and come in below Red 
River. This information is reliable. They have several heavy guns. 
A force of several thousand are also en route on the Mississippi side 
to strike in near Tunica Bend. This party have some 24 and 32 
pounder guns. I shall for the present detain all steamers at this 
point till I learn that the river is not obstructed. Excuse haste. 
Yours, truly, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Captain Ramsay, 
Commanding U. S. S. Choctaw. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, regarding 
affairs in the Ohio and Cumberland rivers. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, Ky., November 15, 1863. 
Sir: I start up the river again to-day. All the other boats except 
the Victory are now on regular patrols above. The Véctory will 
move up in a few days, as soon as the boiler makers are done work. 
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As soon as there is water I will have our coal taken to Donelson. 
At present there is not water enough to get it there. 

I hope to keep this river all clear this winter from General Burn- 
side’s position down to the mouth. 

At present the mail between here and Cairo is very irregular and 
the telegraph is very seldom in working order, but I hope it will 
soon be arranged. 

I will be back here about Saturday again. After that I will be 
between Donelson and Clarksville most of the time. 

I will write every opportunity, although I may have but little to 
communicate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Letter from Quartermaster-General Meigs, U. S. Army, to Rear- 
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding transports waiting for 
convoy at Smithland, Ky. : 


Briwwcerort, Tenn., Vovember 16, 1863. 


Enclosed please find copy of telegram received from General Allen, 
on which my dispatch was based. 


LOUISVILLE, November 12, 1863. 
The quartermaster at Clarksville reports to me that transports have waited 
six days at Smithland for a convoy. I am tired of writing on the subject to 
Cairo. The Navy Department gave forinal official advices that they were pre- 
pared to convoy all vessels up the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. : 
General Mrics. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. Metes, 
Quartermaster-General. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Cairo, Til. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
purchase of vessels at New Albany and Louisville. 


Burner Houses, 
Cincinnati, November 16, 1863. 

Duar Sir: We have just got back from New Albany, having pur- 
chased, or rather agreed to purchase, a small side-wheel steamer, per- 
fectly new, called the Lmma Brown. She is not quite finished, but 
will be delivered to Mr. Brown on Friday. She has 44 feet hold 
and 130 feet long and will make a nice little vessel. At Louisville a 
new stern-wheel steamer, not yet launched, was engaged to be de- 
livered to Mr. Brown in about two weeks. This makes six stern- 
wheel and one side-wheel. To-morrow we go to Pittsburg. 

I saw Captain Brooks at New Albany, who reiterated all I have 
already told you. He says he has not had any conversation with Mr. 
Stanton for some time on the subject, but had had quite a recent one 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 565 


with the Quartermaster-General, who left the matter in his hands. 
At the time of the conversation it was not known how much expense 
the Ram Fleet would be put to, and calculation was that to make 
their fund (a special appropriation) for the Ram Fleet hold out 
until July, and build these vessels, that they would be short $60,000, 
but that now there was no difficulty in the matter at all, as they had 
plenty to finish the vessels and carry on the expenses of the Ram 
Fleet to July, 1864. If you are to have them, it would be well to get 
them quick, before they do much more on them, as I do not suppose 
you want them fitted up like the Monarch and Switzerland. They 
will draw about 6 feet water, Mr. Brown thinks, and have plenty of 
power—Hill and Payneau, the contractors, receiving $37,000 for one 
and $34,000 for the other. The engines and boilers are to cost $30,- 
000 each and are all ready to be put in. The height between the 
boiler deck and spar deck (or sun deck), as arranged at present, is a 
good deal more than you would desire. Therefore, if you get them, 
it would be well to send a plan to have carried out. They have furni- 
ture, I believe, saved from the Marine Brigade. 

At New Albany I saw a ferryboat called the Ben South. She will 
make just such another vessel as the A/anitou, Mr. Brown says, and 
he thinks can be had for $25,000, and although she does not come 
under the class he would have by his contract, still she would not 
average more than the stern-wheel boats purchased and altered. She 
would have to have entire new upper works (cabin, etc.), and her 
boilers turned around has plenty of power, etc., and would carry a 
splendid battery. Please telegraph me to this place if you would 
like her. Mr. Brown says the river will be high enough for him to 
take her in charge as soon as he gets through with those now on 
hand. At present she can not get through the canal or over the falls. 
We tried to get the Wren, but they will not sell. The Dove, a sister 
vessel, lays at Mound City, but is too old, I believe; she sold lately 
for $10,000. No news here of any importance. 

Yours, respectfully, etc., 
K. R. Breese, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Admiral Davin D. Porrnr. 


T told Captain Sells not to send down to Cairo any recruits, as they 
would be required for the boats fitting out. Is that right? If not, > 
please let me know, and I will tell them to send them on. 

K. R. Breese. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. SW. 
Forest Rose. 

U.S. S. Benron, 
Off Natchez, November 17, 1863. 
Sm: Proceed to patrol the river between St. Joseph and Grand 
Gulf. Return to this place on the 30th instant. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Lieutenant C. A. Wricur, 
- Commanding U.S. 8. Forest Rose (9). 


566 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Rattler, defining crusing ground. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 17, 1863. 

Sir: Your letter of the 15th instant is received. I think you can 
manage to ferry at Rodney without using your boats, by making the 
ferrymen come alongside every trip. 

You can, as usual, use an armed cutter to reconnoiter crossing 
places when not too far from the vessel, but it must not land or run 
any risk of capture. 

For the present your beat will extend from St. Joseph to Dr. 
New’s plantation, making Rodney your principal station. 

T shall visit you in the early part of next month. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting [Volunteer] Lieutenant Jas. Lanrne, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Rattler (1). 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Ensign O'Neill, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Curlew, defining 
cruising ground. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 17, 1863. 

Str: For the present your beat will extend from Dr. New’s place 

to the bend above Natchez, making Cole’s Creek Point your prin- 
cipal station. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; Jas. A. GREER, 

Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 

Acting Ensign H. B. O’Nemr1, 
Commanding U.S. S. Curlew (12). 


[ Telegram. ] 


Mowunp Crry, Itx., November 19, 1863. 
Your dispatch is on the way to Eastport. Shall I send the trans- 
ports to Nashville from Paducah? Your dispatch was not plain. 
D. D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
» Major-General Grant. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding vessels from 
the West Gulf Squadron with fever patients coming to Cairo for 
change of climate. 


209. ] Mississrpr1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 19, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 14th instant in relation to the small vessels of 
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Admiral Farragut’s fleet coming up the river. One vessel, the 
Price, will go down immediately, and I will send enough to pro- 
tect the coast from Donaldsonville to New Orleans. There are three 
there now, Hssex, Argosy, and Kenwood. The Little Rebel will go 
as soon as I can ship her properties. 

I will see that the vessels arriving here are properly cared for 
and repaired, the ways offering every facility for work, and the 
invalids shall receive every attention in the hospitals. 

This call for vessels exercises my ingenuity to the utmost until 
IT can get others fitted, which is being done with all dispatch. I 
shall be pleased if Captain Carter can send us more men in this 
direction. The recruiting does not get on very fast out here, though 
Mr. Harty, I am sure, has been indefatigable in his efforts. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, Rear-Admiral. 


Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


[Telegram. ] 


MississipP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 19, 1863. 
(Received Washington, 9 :20 a. m. 21st.) 
Mr. Robert Forsyth, the agent of the Illinois Central Railroad, 
says he has orders direct from Washington that cars are to be used on 
said road for no other purpose than forwarding forage and provi- 
sions for the Army, and can not forward lumber for use of the navy 
yard at Cairo and Mound City. This order stops lumber supplies 
ordnance, and everything else. Will you please have the order so 
worded as to enable the Navy to get what it wants. 
D. D. Porter. 
Hon, G. WELLEs. 


[ Endorsement. ] 


Request Secretary of War to have the orders so modified as to 
authorize supplies, etc., for the Navy. fs 


Letter from Major-General McPherson, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, requesting information regarding 
the rumored crossing of Confederate forces between Grand Gulf 
and Rodney. 

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARrMy Corps, 
Vicksburg, Miss., November 19, 1863. 
Caprrain: It is reported that 300 rebels are crossing the Mississippi 
from the east to the west bank between Grand Gulf and Rodney, and 
more are intending to cross. Will you please ascertain whether this 
is so, and if true, stop them if possible and destroy their means of 
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crossing. It is possible that they may be crossing over for the pur- 
pose of collecting recruits in the vicinity of the town of St. Joseph, 
as I understand there are a good many disloyal people in that section. 

At St. Joseph there is a lawyer by the name of Arrone, a foreigner, 
who is on his parole. I understand he is taking quite an active part 
against us, notwithstanding his parole. If this should prove true, 
he ought to be arrested. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. B. McPuHerson, 
Major-General. 
Captain Guneoar Louisvinig, Grand Gulf. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting En- 
sign O'Neill, U. S. Navy, for a strict watch upon Waterproof, La. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 19, 1863. 


Sir: I have reliable information that the rebel mails, etc., are 
crossed constantly at and in the neighborhood of Waterproof. Watch 
this point closely. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign H. B. O’Net1, 
Commanding U.S. S. Curlew (12). 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Master Gipson, U. S. Navy, referring to the crossing of Confeder- 
ate troops between Grand Gulf and Rodney, Miss. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 20, 1863. 

Sir: Your letters of the 16th and 19th instant have been received 
I have been trying to stop the crossing of troops between Grand 
Gulf and Rodney for some time. In regard to the woodyard of 
Mr. Douglas, do not allow any boats to land there, unless absolutely 
in need of fuel; then protect them. 

Can he not have his wood up nearer to you? How much coal 
have you? 

Do you ever hear of any trouble between your vessel and Vicks- 
burg? Keep me posted in everything. Have you made out your . 
plantation list yet? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Master J. C. Greson, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Carondelet. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, to Acting Master 
Rogers, U. 8S. Navy, commending the destruction of ferry. 


U.S.S. Benton, , 

Off Natchez, November 20, 1863. 
Stir: I have received your letters of the 15th, 16th, and 18th instant. 
I am glad you destroyed the ferry at Simmes’; whenever you can 
annoy the rebels, do so. Do not the negroes give you information ? 
Stop the first coal barge belonging to Navy and fill up; show this 
order to the captain of the towboat, and, if he wishes, I will give 
him an order when he gets down here. Your report of target prac- 
tice also received. I did not observe your shell room to be damp 
when I inspected your vessel. Try a few more of your shells from . 
different parts of the room. Your report of rebel cotton is interest- 

ing and valuable, as is your plantation report. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Master G. W. Rogers, 
Commanding U. 8. S. Pittsburg. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. SB. 
Rattler, for a watch upon Waterproof, La. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 20, 1863. 
Sir: I am going to take the Curlew from her station for two or 
three days. After you receive this, I wish you to drop down in the 
night to Waterproof, and have an eye to that part of the river in 
addition to your own beat. 
How much coal have you? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jas. Lanina, 
Commanding U.S. S. Rattler (1), near Rodney. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting En- 
sign O'Neill, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Curlew, to secure 
coal at Red River. 

U.S. S. Benton, 


Off Natchez, November 20, 1863. 
Sir: Proceed without delay to Red River and ask permission of 
Captain Ramsay to coal. Take in as much as you can possibly stow, 
and return immediately to this place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign H. B. O’N=I1, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Curlew (12). 
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Letter from Major-General McPherson, U. S. Army, to Acting 
Master Gipson, U. S. Navy, requesting an examination of the river 
at Perkins’ plantation for crossing of Confederate cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., November 20, 1562. 
Caprain. It is reported by parties living on the west side of the 
river that rebel cavalry, supposed to be a part of Wirt Adams’ com- 
mand, have been within the last two days crossing the Mississipp1 
River from the east to the west bank, at Perkins’ plantation. I do 
not place any reliance in the report, as the cavalry would have to come 
in on the north side of Big Black not far above its mouth and pass 
up to J. Davis’s plantation, which is nearly opposite Perkins. There 
is, as I understand it, the cruising ground for your gunboat. Al- 
though placing no faith in the report, I respectfully request that you 
will examine the river in that section and put an effective stop to any 
crossing. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. B. McPuerson, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Captain of Gunboat CaronpDELerT. 


{ Telegram. ] 


Forr Donerson, November 20, 1863. 
(Received Cairo, 23d.) 

I am at the foot of Ingram’s Shoals guarding a number of boats 
waiting to get over. Will likely reach Smithland to-night or in the 
morning. Have just returned from foot of Harpeth. A good rise 
expected in a few days. All quiet on river. 

Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 
SmirHiLanp, November 21, 1863. 
None of the boats have yet returned. My vessel is ready for 
service. 
FrepericK Reap. 
Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Mound City. 


Attacks upon U.S. 8. Signal, U. S. transport Emerald, and steamer 
Black Hawk by Confederate battery near the mouth of Red River, 
November 18 and 21, 1863. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Choc- 
taw, regarding retaliation by that vessel. 


U. S. S. CHoctaw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, November 20, 1863. 


_ Sir: I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 18th 
instant, seeing the gunboat Szgnal fired upon by a field battery of 
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the enemy concealed in the woods just this side of Hog Point, I 
immediately opened with the stern guns and the 100-pounder on 
the flat and continued firing until the Signal came up. 

I then got underway (leaving Signal to guard the flats), steamed 
past the battery, and returned, shelling the woods each way. 

It was impossible to see the effect of our shell, but we succeeded in 
driving the enemy away. Not a shot was fired at us from the bat- 
tery, but the sharpshooters behind the levee gave us several volleys. 

I expended nine 100-pounder shrapnel and five shells, twenty-two 
9-inch shrapnel and 19 shells, and thirty-six 30-pounder shells. 

Yesterday morning I got underway and convoyed the steamers 
Nebraska and White Cloud by the place where the battery had been 
and sent them down the river under convoy of the Signal. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist., Miss. River. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of com- 
manding officer of the U. S. S. Signal. 


U.S. S. Larayerrr, Vovember 21, 1863. 
Sir: Enclosed please find a report from Captain Dominy, relative 
to an attack upon his boat by the rebels near the mouth of Red 
River; also a letter from Acting Chief Engineer W. C. Sanford, of 
the Veosho, relative to defects discovered in her steam pipes and 

flanges. ; 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


U. S. Gunpoar Siena, Vovember 18, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order, I took a flatboat with the 9-inch 
gun on board, in tow from the U. S. gunboat Neosho, and proceeded 
up the river. When I got within a mile of Red River the enemy 
opened fire on us from six pieces of artillery. We returned the fire 
and kept on up the river. This vessel was struck eight times, sev- 
eral balls going entirely through her. 

We had 5 men wounded, 4 slightly and 1 severely; his leg has since 
been amputated. Our upper works are somewhat shattered. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. Domriny, 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander James P. Fosrer,  _ . 
Commanding Second District Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding injuries sus- 
tained by the U. S. S. Signal. 


U.S. S. Larayerre, Vovember 24, 1863. 


Sir: Since I forwarded to you a report of Captain Dominy, of 
the Signal, in relation to his little fight with the guerrillas near the 
mouth of Red River, I have made a thorough examination of his 
vessel and find that she is badly used up for the time that he was 
under fire. I am perfectly satisfied that she would have been com- 
pletely used up if she had remained in the position that she was at- 
tacked in twenty minutes. She received nine shots, most of them di- 
rected at her boilers. One shot came in her after port, striking her 
port sill, and one deflected upward, passing through her plating near 
the boilers, just grazing her steam drums, through the deck of the 
steerage, and out forward through the bulkhead and smokestack. 
Another shot came in the port beam, penetrated a mess chest, ex- 
ploded, and wounded 5 men and cut up the decks considerably. The 
other shots were mostly through the wardroom, just over the boilers. 
I have drawn a rough sketch of the place the rebels have selected 
for making their attacks on transports, which I forward; and you 
will see from the diagram that transports are completely at their 
mercy, as they are forced to run close into shore on account of the 
sand bar on the opposite side. The country around (which is shown 
in the diagram) is filled with guerrillas. They had five pieces of ar- 
tillery on the occasion referred to, one in the bight of the bend, two 
on the right, and two on the left. Vessels in passing are never at- 
tacked until they have passed either the right or the left battery, when 
they are opened upon on the bow, stern, and amidships. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding attack upon UV. S. 
transport Emerald, November 18. 


U. S. S. Larayetts, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., November 21, 1863. 

Sm: On the 18th instant the transport ’merald, in passing down 
the river, came alongside and reported she had been fired into near 
the mouth of Red River by the rebels, who were collected there in 
quite a large force, with six or eight pieces of artillery. I imme- 
diately sent down to Port Hudson by the transport Hmerald a dis- 
patch to be sent to Baton Rouge for the U. S. 8S. Henwood to come 
immediately to Bayou Sara. On her arrival here I got’ underway 
with the Lafayette and proceeded to the mouth of Red River without 
meeting with the enemy, where I remained forty-eight hours, watch- 
ing and endeavoring to gain information of the enemy and their 
intentions. From the most reliable information I have received, I 
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find the enemy have collected a force between Morgan Bend and the 
mouth of Red River, numbering about 6,000 men, mostly infantry. 
Refugees and deserters say that the rebels have about 75 pieces of 
artillery between Bayou Sara and the mouth of Red River. The 
captain of the Henwood has just informed me he has information 
of three batteries of eighteen guns. From all that I can learn, I am 
under the impression they intend making a feint somewhere near the 
mouth of Red River for the purpose of drawing our forces from the 
lower river, and then to make an attack upon Port Hudson or Baton 
Rouge, but whenever they make their attack I shall endeavor to be 
ready to meet them. The forces in the immediate vicinity of Bayou 
Sara number from 2,000 to 2,500, and I am threatened to be cap- 
tured by them daily. I am awaiting the attack, and will give them 
a proper reception whenever it is made. I have just learned there 
is an Alabama regiment from Mobile encamped about 7 miles from 
where I am now lying. This is the regiment [which] I suppose is 
making the threats, for the purpose of intimidating me. The whole 
command of the forces opposite here is confided to General Powers, 
of the Confederate Army. I shall keep the Kenwood and Signal 
patrolling the river between Port Hudson and Red River. While 
the enemy are in this immediate vicinity I will convoy all passing 
vessels. 

Below Port Hudson everything is quiet, and I have made arrange- 
ments with Generals Cooke and Warren to inform me of anything 
that occurs between Donaldsonville and Port Hudson, which they 
can easily do, as the telegraph is in operation between those two 
ports. Captain Dominy, in his fight on the 18th instant, received 
eight shots, most of them through the cabin and wardroom. One of 
the shots passed through the ship within 2 inches of his steam drum; 
his letter will show a list of casualties. The plating around her 
boilers afforded little or no protection. On the arrival of the trans- 
port [ke Hammitt with coal at the mouth of Red River, I deemed 
it my duty to take one of the coal barges to Bayou Sara to supply 
the vessels under my command, it being dangerous to attempt to 
land for wood, there being little between Bayou Sara and the mouth 
of Red River. : 

In conclusion, let me urge upon you the necessity of complying 
with the many requisitions which I have forwarded to Cairo for 
provisions and coal, as this district and the third are the only stations 
where any danger is to be apprehended at present. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Fosrer, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. 8. Navy, regarding the attack upon 
steamer Black Hawk, November 21. 
U.S. S. Larayerre, November 24, 1863. 
Sir: On the afternoon of Saturday, the 21st instant, two or three 
-hours after I had left the mouth of Red River, the steamer Black 
Hawk came down the river and stopped at the U. S. S. Choctaw. 
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Captain Ramsay pointed out to her captain the place where the 
Emerald and Signal had been fired into and offered to convoy him 
past, if he wait until morning; but upon being told that I had 
passed down a few hours before and that no rebels had been seen 
there for forty-eight hours, he took the responsibility of running by 
and when opposite the place pointed out to him, was fired into and 
received about twenty shots in various parts of the boat, killing 1 
man and wounding 4 others, one of whom had his leg amputated 
since. One shell exploded in the texas and set the boat on fire; she 
was then run on shore on the opposite side out of range, where the 
fire was extinguished. The captain and passengers give Captain 
Ramsay great credit for the promptness with which he came to their 
aid, and say that the rebels left the moment that the flats opened fire. 
The full particulars of the case I do not understand, but suppose 
Captain Ramsay has made a statement of the whole matter. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Fosrer, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 2d District. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. 8S. Navy, regarding assistance ren- 
dered to steamer Black Hawk when disabled by fire from Confederate battery. 


U.S. S. Cuoctaw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, November 23, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 21st 
instant the steamer Black Hawk came down the river, bound to New 
Orleans. I warned her captain and the Treasury agent of the danger 
below us, and offered to convoy them by it if they would wait until 
the morning. The offer was declined and the Black Hawk proceeded 
down the river. When about half a mile below us she was fired into 
by a rebel field battery concealed in the woods. 

I immediately opened on the battery with the stern guns and the 
100-pounder on the flat. 

Seeing that the Black Hawk was damaged, I got underway and 
went to her assistance. 

Finding her ashore opposite Hog Point, with her texas on fire 
and her steering apparatus disabled, I took her in tow, and brought 
her up to this place to repair. 

I expended 4 100-pounder, and 9 20-pounder shell, 6 9-inch shell, 
1 shrapnel, and 3 canister. 

The Red River has risen a little. I had it sounded at the mouth 
(of Old River) to-day, and found 9 feet and the current setting up. 
This ought to make about 5 feet on the bar near the head of the 
island. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Extract from log of the U. S. S. Choctaw, Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ram- 
say, commanding. 


November 18, 1863.—At 7:15 a. m. heard firing down the river. 
Unable to see what it was on account of the fog, but apparently a 
battery on shore firing at a steamer. At 8:30 a. m. fired a shell from 
100-pounder on flat. At 2:15 p. m. fired 3 shell and 1 shrapnel from 
No. 3 gun (IX-inch) at rebel cavalry on west bank, Mississippi River. 
At 3 p.m. U.S. 8. Signal in signt coming up the river and a rebel 
field battery firing on her. Manned 100-pounder on flat and fired 7 
shell. Called 3d division to quarters and fired until ship rounded to. 
Weighed anchor, beat to quarters and steamed down the river, shell- 
ing the rebel batteries. From 4 to 6 p. m. 24 miles below Red River 
shelling shore on the way up. Rebel battery silent. Came to anchor 
in 6 fathoms water. Expended 9 100-pounder shrapnel and 5 5-sec- 
ond shell; 19 5-second IX-inch shell and 22 shrapnel, and 36 5-second 
30-pounder shell. 

November 21.—Meridian to 4 p. m.: Steamer Black Hawk came 
down the river and delivered 150 bales of cotton, captured by U.S. S. 
Osage. 4 to 6 p.m.: Warned steamer Black Hawk of danger and 
offered convoy if she would wait until the morning. The offer was 
declined and she proceeded down the river. At 4:10 the rebels 
opened with light artillery and musketry on her about one-half mile 
below us. Went to quarters, slipped cable and stood down the river. 
Fired 9 5-second 30-pounder shrapnel; 6 5-second IX-inch shell; 1 
5-second IX-inch shrapnel; 3 IX-inch canister, and 4 5-second shell 
from 100-pounder. Found the Black Hawk on fire and the wheel- 
ropes cut; took her in tow and stood up the river. At 7 p. m. came 
to at old anchorage. 


Extract from log of the U. S. S. Neosho, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Samuel 
Howard, commanding. 


November 21, 1863.—At 12:20 p. m. the steamer [ke Hammitt and 
gunboats Lafayette and Signal came down the river; the Signal made 
her number. At 12:25 p. m. the Lafayette made her number, both 
of which were answered. The steamers came to, and the Signal made 
fast to our starboard quarter. Captain Foster came on board from 
the Lafayette. At 1:05 p.m. Lafayette and Hammitt started down 
the river and Signal started up the river. From 4 to 6 p. m.: 
Weather clear and pleasant, ight wind from the N. W.; heard heavy 
firing up the river. Got underway and started up at 4:40 p. m. 
At 5:40 p. m. came up abreast of the gunboat Signal and lay off; 
the executive officer went aboard of her. At 6:20 p. m. executive 
officer Brooks returned on board, we started up the river. At 7:50 
passed the gunboat Signal. 

November 22.—At 1:50 p. m. the gunboat Szgnal came up from 
the river and came alongside. At 2 p. m. the gunboat Signal cast 
off and started up the river. At 7:30 p. m. sent off the cutter armed, 
in charge of executive officer, and brought off [5] prisoners who had 
been in the hands of the rebels and made their escape. 
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Letter from the Assistant Secretary of War to the Secretary of the 
Nawy, requesting the designation of an officer to receive the vessels 
under construction at New Albany, Ind. 


War DeEpParTMPNT, 
Washington City, November 21, 1863. 


Sir: Referring to the report of Lieutenant-Commander Breese 
of his inspection of two vessels in course of construction at New 
Albany, Ind., for the Marine Brigade, submitted to this Department 
by the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, I have the honor to inform 
you that the Quartermaster-General has been directed to turn over 
the vessels in question to any naval officer you may designate to 
receive them. 

I therefore respectfully request that a suitable officer may be 
so designated and that the Quartermaster-General may be advised 
accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. Warson, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Division order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, caution- 
ing agamst the near approach of unknown vessels, 


Division ae U.S. S. Benron, 
Not Off Natchez, November 21, 1863. 
Commanding officers of vessels will be particular to allow no ves- 
sels to approach too near them, especially at night, until their true 
character is ascertained. It is barely possible that the enemy may 
capture at some point a steamer and then use her to act offensively 
against commerce and perhaps gunboats. When houses are used to 
shelter rebels who fire on boats, destroy them at once, in accordance 
with General Order No. 4. 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, ete. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8S. Romeo. 


U. 8S. Mississtprr Squapron, Vovember 21, 1863. 
Sir: Report, without delay, to the commanding officer of the U. S. 
naval station, Cairo. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Jounsron, 
U.S. 8. Romeo, Cairo, Ill. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. 8. Navy, commanding 
Second District. 


U.S. S. Lararerre, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., November 22, 1863. 

Sir: I have just received your communications of the 3d, 6th, 7th, 
and 12th instant, as well as your general orders, which I was 
deficient in. 

I am in almost constant communication with Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Ramsay and will proceed to the mouth of Red River as soon 
as he reports a rise. In the latter part of your letter you direct me 
to keep the Osage at Morganza. As she is not in my district, I have 
come to the conclusion that you meant the Veosho, and I have given 
her orders accordingly. 

* * * * * * * 


Inclosed is the list of stores received from Cairo, and those drawn 
from the Army at Morganza and Port Hudson. In the last week 
quite a number of rebel deserters and refugees have come on board; 
four came on board to-day, of whom I have spoken in another letter. 
Two were rebel deserters and two Federal officers, captured at Good- 
rich’s Landing last June, one captain and a lieutenant. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District. 


Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U.S. Navy, transmitting 
statement of an escaped prisoner regarding affairs in the Red 
River. 

U.S. S. Cxocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, November 22, 1863. 


Str: A few days ago the Manitou picked up a man calling himself 
Colonel Carpenter, who says he belonged to General Banks’ army 
and was captured some months ago by the rebels, and has succeeded 
in escaping from them. a ; 

I enclose a copy of a statement made by him in regard to affairs 
on Red River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


The forces under Generals Taylor, Mouton, Green, and Major, 
numbering 25,000, 6,000 cavalry and the balance infantry and artil- 
lery, left Camp Cotton last Friday and Saturday (Camp Cotton is 
near Cheneyville, 25 miles below Alexandria) to try and cut off 
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General Franklin from New Orleans. This consists of all the rebel 
forces south of Red River and north of Sabine, and as far northwest 
as the Indian Nation. They are fortifying Shreveport, having 
already mounted 20 guns. About 5,000 negroes are at work. There 
are three steamboats at Alexandria, and one 6 miles above. Red 
River has risen a foot and a half and is still rising gradually. There 
are two gunboats at Shreveport finished, the Webb and Missouri, 
and another on the ways. The Missouri is built on the same plan as 
the Arkansas, only a little larger, and is ready for service, and I saw 
one large gun mounted on her, at the head of Cane or Old River, 
nearly opposite Mansfield. I heard that they were blockading Red 
River by throwing logs in river, as they had pressed all the oxen in 
the neighborhood for that purpose. At Shreveport about one hun- 
dred and twenty-five row-boats, made for boarding gunboats, have 
just been finished. Each boat is capable of carrying twenty men, 
with oars and equipments. On Sabine River, at Hamilton, 140 miles 
from Alexandria, they are fortifying and building storehouses for 
the purpose of stowing (rebel) Government cotton and sugar; also 
at old Sabine City. General Magruder’s forces, consisting of between 
15,000 to 20,000 militia, mostly between the ages of 40 and 60, are 
near the mouth of Sabine River. Provisions are very scarce in Texas. 
The inhabitants have scarcely anything to eat; corn is selling at $5 
a bushel; cotton is plenty; the average number of wagon loads that 
pass through Tyler, Tex., is from 40 to 60 daily on its way to Ma- 
tamoras, Mexico. At Marshall, Tex., 19 Union prisoners were 
poisoned on the 25th instant with strychnine, which was supposed to 
have been done by the jailor and his wife, who did their cooking; 9 
of them were found dead the next morning; the rest were in a critical 
condition. When I passed near Trinity on the night of the 16th 
instant, I heard heavy firing, and back of the Frenchman’s, where I 
got on board this vessel, there are 500 rebel cavalry hunting con- 
scripts. I met a number of conscripts who were hiding from them 
in the swamp. 
C. Carpenter, Colonel. 


Report of Acting Master Sinclair, U. 8. Navy, commanding UO Seas 
Petrel, regarding vessels boarded. 


U.S. S. Perret, 
Off Warfield Landing, November 22, 1863. 
Srr: I have the honor to report that I boarded the steamer John 
Raine and forwarded 2 refugees to Lieutenant Byron Wilson, com- 
mandant of district (Skipwith’s Landing). Also boarded steamer 
Fanny and forwarded 3 refugees and 3 contrabands to Skipwith’s 
Landing. Boarded steamer St. Zoués and put on board 2 civilians 
bound to Memphis. On the 24th boarded the steamer Clara Bell 
and put a contraband on board for Vicksburg. 
I am, with much respect, etc., your obedient servant, 
James D. Srncuair, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Daviw D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
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Report of Licutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, responding to 
complaints regarding the detention of transports for lack of 
convoy. 

U. 8. S. Moossr, 
Smithland, Ky., November 22, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 14th and 18th instant. 

I will comply promptly with your orders. I received your tele- 
gram in regard to complaints being made that boats were detained. 
There has not been a boat detained one hour by us. They have been 
sent through as fast as they arrived, and there are now vessels at 
Nashville waiting to be unloaded. Shoal water has caused some 
detention, but that is not our fault. I have been making every exer- 
tion to light up the boats and push them over the shoals as fast 
as possible. 

The great fault lies with the quartermasters, who take heavy boats 
and load them down to more water than there is in the river, and 
besides giving them three or four large barges to tow. ‘There is 
now, though, every prospect of a rise in a few days. 

During the present low water I have the boats’ stationed to patrol 
between the worst shoals. They make a trip up and back once a day, 
and steamers coming up are sent directly through from one patrol 
to another without one moment’s stoppage for want of a convoy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, regarding oper- 
ations in Cumberland River, and requesting additional howitzers 
for the vessels of his command. 


U. S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, November 22, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to state that I have just got back from the 
foot of Harpeth Shoals. I would have made the trip much sooner, 
but on my way down I found several steamers aground and waiting 
to get over shoals. I had to stop to give them assistance and help 
them along. At the foot of Ingram’s Shoals I found six or eight 
steamers with barges unable to get over. I was obliged to stop to 
guard them and wait till other steamers came down to light them 
up. I got most of them over, and left the Brilliant to guard the 
rest till the river should rise a little more to enable them to get 
through. 

As there are very few of our forces now on the river I would 
respectfully request that each of the boats in this district be allowed 
two medium 12-pounder howitzers in addition to the batteries they 
now have. I wish these howitzers more especially for land service 
to break up guerrilla parties forming and encamped some 2 or 3 
miles from the river. If each boat is supplied with two howitzers 
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(12 pounders) more I can then land from each steamer two pieces 
of artillery and about 30 men. This, when necessity required, could 
be consolidated into one division of about 12 or 14 pieces of artillery, 
and about 200 small-arms men or infantry to support them. With 
this force I can readily break up or disperse any guerrilla band now 
along this stream. 

Tf you conclude to grant this request, I will want 10 more howitzers. 
I would of course prefer smoothbores. 

The Fairplay and Brilliant have already 12-pounders. I there- 
fore want two for each of the other boats—Moose, Reindeer, Silver 
Lake, Victory, and Springfield. As there are now spare ports in 
the boats, these could be mounted as broadside’ guns, or used on 
shore with the field carriages as a land battery. 

There was no disturbance on the river while I was up, but there 
is a guerrilla force now between Donelson and Clarksville. ‘The 
Fairplay is watching them. They have not yet made their appear- 
ance on the bank, but have very much crippled transportation by 
not permitting the farmers to haul in wood for the boats. The army 
is entirely out of coal and must now depend on wood for fuel. 

The river is now very low, but there will doubtless be plenty of 
water within a week from date. 

The Reindeer and Silver Lake are at Nashville with a fleet of 
fifteen or twenty boats awaiting a rise to move on up to supply 
General Burnside. 

The Springfield is at the foot of Harpeth, guarding and lighting 
boats over. The Vfatrplay is patrolling between Donelson and 
Clarksville, and the Brilliant is between Line Island and Ingram’s 
Shoals, helping boats over. 

The Victory will soon take her position at the head of Harpeth. 

As soon as I can get coal up, I will be between Clarksville and 
Ingram’s Shoals, with the coal depot at Donelson. Should you order 
the Brilliant to Cairo for repairs, I will have to take her patrol till 
she gets back. 

The work on the Victory’s boilers is completed, and she will move 
up the river this afternoon to relieve the Brilliant. 

I will return as soon as I coal and clean boilers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[Telegram. ] 


Smiruuannd, November 23, 1863. 
Your dispatch of 183th received. There has not been a single 
steamer detained an hour on our account. They are sent through 
as fast as they arrive. The only detention is on account of water. 
Boats are sent up too deep to get over the shoal. 
Le Roy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
® 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding im- 
mediate readiness for convoy service. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, Ky., November 23, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of two telegrams 
from you to-day in regard to taking convoy up the Cumberland to 
Nashville. 

I am ready at any moment to convoy any number of boats to Nash- 
ville or above. Boats are sent through as fast as they arrive; not 
one moment’s detention on our part. 

It was my intention to start up to-night, but will now wait till the 
fleet gets here. 

I think there must be something wrong in regard to the telegraph; 
the messages do not get through as soon as they ought. 

At certain times I am up the river where telegrams can not reach 
me immediately; yet there need be no fears in regard to convoys, for 
the boats will be taken under our charge before they reach any points 
of danger, and will not have to wait here a moment for convoy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding pro- 
posed return up the Cumberland River. 


: U.S. S. Moossz, 
Smithland, Ky., November 23, 1863. 

Sir: I will move up the river again to-night or in the morning. 
The water is now very low, so it requires a great deal of vigilance 
on our part to keep all smooth. 

The river is reported to be rising on Harpeth Shoals. 

I hope to be able to get our coal up to Donelson soon. 

There will be no gunboats left here, but our mail and, dispatches 
will be sent up to us. Telegrams will be forwarded through to 
Donelson, Clarksville, or Nashville, wherever I may happen to be 
at the time. 

I will very likely be back here by the latter part of the week 
again, to see about getting our barges up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ler Roy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D,. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


582 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


[Telegram. ] 


Smiraiann, November 23, 1863. 
Will send the Brilliant to Cairo for necessary repairs as soon as 
I can get her down from Ingram’s Shoals. Victory went up to-day 
to relieve her. She will probably reach Cairo to-morrow evening. 

Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


SmirHianp, November 235, 1863. 

I did not receive a dispatch from you yesterday. Received one 
to-day. I am ready to convoy any number of boats. Boats do not 
have to wait on us five minutes. 

Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, ; 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, designating him to receive the two vessels building at New 
Albany, Ind. 

Navy Department, November 23, 1863. 
Str: The Secretary of War having directed the Quartermaster- 

General to turn over the two vessels building at New Albany, Ind., 

to any officer this Department should designate to receive them, I 

have designated you for the purpose and you will receive them ac- 

cordingly. 
Very respectfully, etc., Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Couthouy, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. S. 8. Osage, regarding the capture of cotton from 
Dunbar’s plantation. 


U.S. 8S. Cuocraw, 
Off ed River, November 22, 1863. 

Str: In obedience to squadron General Order No. 90, I send up to 
you with this, on the /ke Hammitt, for your action thereon, as prize 
to the U. S. S. Osage, 150 bales of Confederate Government cotton, 
captured under instructions from Lieutenant-Commander F. M. 
Ramsay, commanding Third District Mississippi River, and taken 
by her yesterday from W. H. Dunbar’s plantation of Wakefield, 
opposite Union Point. 

I am in possession of conclusive evidence of the cotton having been 
sold by Mr, Dunbar to the rebel Government, and the brands being 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 583 


cut out and replaced by patches previous to its being hauled in a few 
weeks ago to the river from the woods where it was concealed after 
the sale. It is sent up by this conveyance for preservation, by order 
of Captain Ramsay. 

The prize list and documentary evidence will be duly forwarded 


by the New National. It is all marked ©. Thirty-four of the 


bales are without numbers; the remaining 116 are numbered 35 to 
150, both inclusive. 

T also send for the proper action, 8 bales marked “ Osage,” captured 
by that vessel on the 27th ultimo, from Elias Hoover’s abandoned 
plantation near Union Point, and 1 bale also marked “ Osage,” picked 
up by her, stranded on a bar in the river; the documents relating to 
which will likewise be forwarded by the New National. 

I have the honor, sir, to remain, véry respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Jos. P. CourHovy, 
Acting Volunteer Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. U.S. 8. Osage. 


Fleet Captain A. M. Pennocr, U.S. Navy, 
Commandant of Station at Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Acting Master Gipson, U. S. Navy, regarding measures of 
protection for the U. S. S. Indianola. 


U. S. S. CaronpELeT, 
Off Hurricane Island, [Miss. River], November 23, 1863. 

Sir: Your communication in reference to the /ndianola is received. 
I will do all that hes in my power to protect her from destruction. 
I have two negro scouts, mounted, riding backward and forward all 
the time between here and the cut-off. 

I have taken away everything in the shape of wood that would 
burn within a quarter of a mile of her, and it would be impossible 
to burn her without making preparations beforehand. I send out a 
squad of men every day to examine everything about the place gen- 
erally, and I do not think that any rebels can approach without my 
knowledge. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jas. C. Gipson, 
Acting Master, U. S. Navy, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign O’Neidl, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Curlew, regarding vessels boarded. 


U.S. 8S. Curtew, 
Off Natchez, November 23, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report having boarded, November 8, the 
steamer New Kentucky, for the purpose of sending’ to Natchez 4 
prisoners, officer, and guard. I also boarded the steamer Champion 
No. 5 on the 10th, to send dispatches to Lieutenant-Commander 
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James A. Greer, commanding Fourth Division Mississippi River, 
and on the 11th the steamer ’mpress, to send one Mr. Hall, Govern- 
ment agent, to Natchez, and on the 21st the steamer Welcome, to 
gain information about her being fired upon at Waterproof, La. ; 
also the steamer /da May, to examine a revenue aid’s papers. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. O’Nen1, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S: 
Navy, forwarding request of Rear-Admirdl Farragut, U. S. Navy, 
for light-draft vessels. 


Navy Department, Vovember 23, 1863. 
Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter* dated the 20th instant, 
received from Rear-Admiral Farragut, in which he expresses a de- 
sire to have some of the light-draft vessels in your squadron for 
service in the Western Gulf Squadron. Please consider the subject 
and inform the Department as early as practicable to what extent 
Rear-Admiral Farragut’s wishes can be complied with. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
Gipr0n WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Til. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting En- 
sign O'Neill, U. S. Navy, for convoy duty. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 23, 1863. 
Sir: Convoy the merald and Rocket up to the Rattler. Return 
to this place as soon as you need fuel after a barge has come down. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Ensign H. B. O’Nem, 
: Commanding U.S. S. Curlew (12). 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. 8. Navy, regarding convoy and 
disposition of effects of captured men. 

U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 23, 1863. 
slay Convoy the vessels brought up by the Curlew to the Forest 
ose. 


* Wor enclosure see yol. 20, p. 691. 
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_ Your letter of the 20th instant is received. The property belong- 
ing to the captured men disposed of as in the case of desertion. When 
they are exchanged they will then get the sum realized. If they have 
any private valuables, retain them until called for. 

Make your report of vessels boarded on the 1st and 15th of each 
month. I send you a letter which I have approved. Will you please 
send ‘ to the post-office at Rodney by some one not belonging to the 
vessel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jas. Lanne, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Rattler. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, regarding effects of cap- 
tured men. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 23, 1863. 
Sir: I wrote you this morning about the effects of the captured 
men. You will please take no action about them until further 
advised by me. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Lanine, 
Commanding U.S. S. Rattler. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, for convoy duty. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 23, 1863. 
Sir: Convoy the vessels brought up by the Rattler as far beyond 
Hard Times as you think is necessary. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricur, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Forest Rose. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Major- 
General McPherson, U. S. Army, regarding the movement of 
Confederate forces across the Mississipp. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, November 23, 1863. 
GeneraL: I have received your letter to the commanding officer 
of gunboat at Grand Gulf in relation to the crossing of rebel troops 
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between that point and Rodney. I have taken all the precautions 
which my limited number of boats will admit of to prevent it. ‘The 
rebels are very active just now on both banks of the river. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Major-General J. B. McPuerson, 
Commanding U.S. Forces, Vicksburg. 


[Telegram. ] 


SmirHianp, Vovember 24, 1863. 


I am obliged to move up the river to-night to relieve the Victory, 
below Ingram’s Shoals, so that she can go up just below Donelson 
and look out for a guerrilla party there. This will not detain the 
fleet from Tennessee, as I will have a boat below all danger to receive 
and convoy them. 

Le Roy Frrcnu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
convoy for fleet expected from the Tennessee River. 


U.S. S. Moose, 
Smithland, Ky., November 24, 1863. 


Str: I have waited here for the fleet from the Tennessee River as 
long as it is safe for me to do so. It is absolutely necessary for me 
to move up the river to-night to relieve the Victory, at the foot of 
Ingram’s Shoals, as guard over the boats there, and let her move up. 
to Jackson’s woodyard, 3 miles below Donelson, to look after some 
guerrillas there. 

It does seem strange that the forces stationed at Donelson can not 
drive off 15 or 20 guerrillas within sight of their encampment. 

My moving up will not detain the fleet from Eastport in the least, 
as I will either have a boat below all danger, ready to receive them, or 
be there myself. The boats can push on up as soon as they get here. 
T will see them safely through to Nashville. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frircsu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Tl. 


P. S.—If the guerillas spoken of are within 10 miles of the river, 
near Jackson’s woodyard, I will rout them out this trip up. 
Le Roy Frrca, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
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Report of Commander Townsend, U. 8. Navy, regarding cooperation 
at Plaquemine, at request of Brigadier-General Stone, U. S. Army, 
and referring to the operations of Major-General Banks, U. 8. 
Army, in Texas. 

U. S. Tronciap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., November 24, 1863. 
Apmirat: I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant 
Colonel Fiske, commanding Fort Butler, brought me a telegram to 
himself from General Stone, stating that advices had been received 
that the enemy were meditating an attack in force upon Morganza 
and Plaquemine, and asking that warning might be given to the 
commanding officer at the latter point (32 miles above this place) 
and further information obtained. On this showing I at once dis- 
patched the Argosy to Plaquemine. In the evening I received a 
telegram from General Stone, asking me to do what had already been 
attended to. The next day the Argosy returned, and Captain Morong 
reported everything as quiet in that quarter, but that Major Bache, 
commanding a mixed force of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, 
amounting altogether to only about 200 men, would prepare himself 
against surprise. That same evening I received two telegrams from 

General P. St. George Cooke, commanding Baton Rouge, asking me 

to station a gunboat off Plaquemine. I accordingly sent the S¢. 

Clair thither, where she remained until relieved by the Argosy yes- 

terday morning. From the reports I hear from the mouth of Red 

River, Captain Foster will have sufficient occupation for his division 

thereabouts for some time. I will therefore keep a gunboat at 

Plaquemine as long as it may be necessary, and, in case of siege or 

continued attack, will support the army with my whole division. 

On Saturday last a small brigade (about 1,000 men) marched from 

Thibodeauxville [Thibodeaux] to this place, and here taking trans- 

ports, proceeded to reinforce the trifling detachment at Plaquemine. 

Captain Gregory reports to me that there are now 1,250 troops there, 

and that they are throwing up temporary works of defense. 
Commodore Bell writes to me November 19: “ General Banks 

is on the Rio Grande with some thousands of troops, having met 
with no resistance, the Union men alone in those parts having driven 
away the rebels as soon as the troops landed at Point Isabel and the 
mouth of the river.” There is nothing of this in the New Orleans 
papers. I learn from Army officers that as soon as General Franklin 
received the information he fell back from Opelousas, his grand ad- 
vance being only a feint to attract attention from the real point of, 
as it proved, successful attack. He sent the balance of the Nineteenth 

Army Corps to Brashear City to take shipping for the Brazos 

Santiago, and remained at New Iberia with the Thirteenth Corps. 

Tt seems to be the opinion that he will not continue there, but that 

he will make Berwick City his outpost in that direction. This leaves 

the whole upper Atchafalaya and Attakapas region open to the rebels, 
and they seem disposed to improve the advantage. They do not, as 
yet, appear to have learned of their serious loss at the other ex- 
tremity of Texas. Your knowledge of affairs will enable you to fill 

up the outlines of this sketch and draw the correct conclusions. I 

have given you all that is absolutely known to me. The last report 

from Plaquemine was that a contraband came in with information 
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that 5,000 rebels were at a point 45 miles distant in a northwesterly 
direction; another version gives 10,000 rebels and 25 miles; but the 
former one was given to Captain Gregory by Major Bache. Cap- 
tains Foster and Ramsay will, doubtless, give full information of the 
attacks near Red River, respecting which I have received no definite 
intelligence. 

IT have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rosert TowNnsEenp, 


Commander, U. S. N., Comdg. 1st Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, regarding measures 
for providing lumber for repairs to vessels, etc. 


U. S. Ironciap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., November 24, 1863. 


ApmiraL: Some time since Commodore Bell requested me to pick 
up such lumber as I could for the repairs of his vessels, New Orleans 
being destitute of the article and the army absorbing all anywhere 
within reach. Captain Gregory was fortunate in finding, about 3 
miles above us, a strongly framed bent of 12-inch squared oak, a 
portion of the celebrated Pelican Battery of Island No. 10. The 
rebels had towed up, at an expense of over $100,000, the dry dock 
from which it was formed, and when destroyed this considerable 
portion floated down thus far toward its birthplace, and was left by 
the subsiding waters a waif upon the bank. I sent this to the com- 
modore, some 1,200 to 1,400 cubic feet, and it proved very acceptable. 
Learning that there was a lot of cypress logs at a sawmill at White 
Hall Point, 9 miles below us, I sent Captain Gregory down to in- 
vestigate. On his report of its feasibility, I concluded to start the 
sawmill, one of the few that can be got in running order anywhere in 
this vicinity. Captain Gregory is familiar with the business, so I 
gave him charge, supplying him with a couple of excellent contra- 
bands I had shipped some time since—one capable of attending the 
engine, the other the saw. Probably 60,000 feet of cypress can be 
got out. I will want a little to roof over and improve my workshop, 
a barge, for winter labors. Colonel Fiske, who got the permit to run 
the mill and who supplied a superintending sawyer, requires some 
20,000 feet for barracks, and the balance I will send to Commodore 
Bell. In default of better material, cypress plank can be made to 
serve for some of the repairs to his vessels. The threatened advance 
upon the river has suspended these operations for the time, but I 
shall renew them as soon as a fair opportunity offers. Knowing that 
your desire to advance the general interests, and those particularly 
of the service, is not bounded by narrow limits, I have not hesitated 
to do all in my little power to aid our old comrades of the Gulf 
Squadron. 

he coal that Captain Birch thought would be here in three or 
four days has not arrived, though fifteen days have elapsed. I pre- 
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sume some of them higher up the river thought that they wanted it 
more than we do. I know, admiral, that you are making every pos- 
sible effort to send down coal to us, and that fact establishes its cor- 
relative, that the obstacles to even a moderate supply are insuperable. 
I therefore make the best of the inevitable Providence, and supply 
my division with wood, as required, wherever it can be procured. In 
this connection I must not forget to ask you to remind Fleet Pay- 

master Dunn to send, too, the $10,000 required for some time since. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rosert Townsenp, 
Commander, U.S. Navy, Comdg. 1st Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S—The communications for Commodore Bell and General 
Banks, brought by the Vew National, will go forward to New Or- 
leans to-night by the St. Clair, in charge of Captain Gregory. As 
I have already mentioned, General Banks is now at Brownsville, 
Tex., General Stone, chief of staff, remaining in New Orleans. 

RT. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Nawy, commanding 
Fourth District, of various attacks upon vessels between Natchez 
and Rodney, Miss. 


U. S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, November 24, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Forest Rose has re- 
turned to this district and is now guarding from Grand Gulf to 
St. Joseph. 

T have been informed by the commanding officer of the Pittsburg 
that a citizen told him of about 12,000 bales of C. 8. A. cotton within 
from 12 to 25 miles of Grand Gulf, in different lots. 

Since my last report the rebels have shown themselves three times 
between this and Rodney. They fired upon the S¢. Louis and Ne- 
braska with musketry, doing no damage. On the 21st they fired into 
the Welcome, just above Waterproof, with artillery (6-pounder) 
and musketry, cutting the boat up a good deal, but hurting no one. 
The Curlew went to her assistance, but saw nothing of the rebels. 

On Sunday General Gresham, who was on his way to Vicksburg 
with his brigade under convoy of the Curlew, landed a regiment at 
Duncan’s, and, marching over to Waterproof, captured 9 rebel 
soldiers; the artillery, I understand, made their escape. <A large 
part of the garrison at this place has been removed. General Smith 
is now in command with one brigade and one regiment. They are, I 
understand, to be relieved in a day or two by a small force of troops, 
not veterans. This is an important point, and should be well gar- 
risoned. If there is not a larger force there, I understand it is to be 
left. There will be an attack made by the rebels, who are in force 


some miles back. 
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Please inform me what disposition shall be made of the effects of 
the men of the Rattler, captured at Rodney. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
James A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D, Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, recommending that surveys be made of the Western rivers and 
maps prepared by the Coast Survey. 


Navy Deparrment, November 25, 1863. 

Str: Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding the Mississippi 
Squadron, has urged upon this Department the importance of having 
surveys made of the Western rivers in which he is operating, the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, and, having derived great assistance 
from a coast-survey party attached to this command during the siege 
of Vicksburg and other operations, he recommends that the atten- 
tion of the Department having charge of the Coast Survey be drawn 
to the necessity of having the large interior rivers mapped, which 
have become lines of attack and defense. 

Upon the request of Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, commanding 
the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, several coast-survey par- 
ties have been detailed to survey rivers emptying into the sounds 
of North Carolina, and this Department hopes that a similar course 
may be pursued in regard to the Western rivers, whereby the oper- 
ations of the squadron and transport fleet would doubtless be greatly 
facilitated and rendered more certain. This Department will cheer- 
fully render all the assistance in its power, outside of pure naval 
operation, in the prosecution of the desired surveys. In expressing 
the hope that this matter will have the favorable consideration of the 
Treasury Department, I take this opportunity of acknowledging my 
appreciation of the valuable aid in naval operations derived from 
the zealous cooperation of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 

I have the honor to be, etce., 
Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. S. P. Cuasz, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Letter from the Commandant of Marine Corps to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the attempt to furnish marines as 
requested, 

Heapquarters Martner Corps, 
Washington, November 25, 1863. 
Dear Apmirau: I duly received your letter asking for an increase 
of men and officers for the Cairo station, and regret it is not in my 
power at present to comply with your request. 
The call for marines to supply guards for vessels is so frequent 
that it keeps our numbers very much reduced at all the different sta- 
tions. I have finally succeeded in getting the Department to give an 
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order to fill up the guards of the different vessels of the squadron 
from the battalion at Charleston, and to send the remainder north 
to Philadelphia. On their arrival, if there is a sufficient number to 
admit of it, I will comply with your request as far as possible. 
It is a pleasure to send marines to an officer that appreciates them 
as I know you do. 
Very truly, yours, Jno. C. Harris, 
Colonel Commandant. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
U.S. Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, Ii. 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8. Navy, 
commanding Third District. 


U.S. S. Conzstoea, 
Skipwith’s Landing, November 26, 1863. 

Sir: The Squadron Orders from 115 to 122, inclusive, and Gen- 
eral Orders 22 and 23 have been received. 

I arrived at this point yesterday to effect a few slight repairs and 
to become acquainted with the condition of the lower part of this 
division. 

The enemy have not made any diversion within this division, 
though there are several bands prowling about a short way in the 
interior. 

There being rumors of an attack upon Goodrich’s Landing, Cap- 
tain Wilson proceeded to that point in the Mound City. The scare 
being over, she has returned here to finish her repairs, which are 
nearly completed. 

T send up on the Vew National several mechanics whose times have 
expired. They are willing to return upon being paid off. Mr. 
Sawyer, master carpenter, also goes up to get requisitions filled. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the total want of ma- 
terial in the carpenter’s department at this point. Mr. Sawyer in- 
forms me he has sent up three different requisitions, none of which 
has been filled. ; 

The supply of coal in this division is entirely exhausted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Txos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. S. 8S. Forest Rose, requesting additional howitzers for 


that vessel. 
U. S. S. Foresr Ross, 
St. Joseph, La., November 26, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the following: The armament of 
this vessel consists of 2 30-pounder Parrott’s, 2 32-pounders, and 4 
24-pounder boat howitzers. Should I have to engage a battery, 
would do so at a broadside, when, by shifting one of the Parrotts, 
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could bring four guns to bear, viz: 1 Parrott, 1 32-pounder, and 2 
24-pouhders. This vessel requires greater weight forward, about 
the boilers, and as there is plenty of room abreast the boiler bulk- 
head, I would respectfully ask an addition to her battery of two 24- 
pounder boat howitzers. It will be necessary under any circum- 
stances to put an extra weight there to keep the vessel in trim. 

The guerrilla force along this river is increasing rapidly, and it 
will be necessary to engage such at short range. My men are very 
efficient in drill, and with five guns on a broadside could make it 
very warm work to the attacking party. 

We are lying above St. Joseph, 50 miles from Natchez. The Vew 
National will be up to-day, and, as I deem this addition to my battery 
necessary at the earliest moment, I take the hberty to forward this 
direct to avoid the delay of sending it through Captain Greer. 

Hoping this will meet with your approbation, I have the honor 
to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Cuartes A. WRIGHT, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding con- 
voying in the Cumberland River. 


U. S. S. Moose, 
Ingram’s Shoals, November 26, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22d, also a copy of a communication from General Meigs. 

In answer, I would respectfully state that I left Cincinnati on the 
21st of October with the first boat that I know of being loaded for 
the Cumberland, for at this time there was but about 26 inches of 
water out of the Ohio, scarcely enough for the very lightest mail 
boats to run. On the way down I passed several transports from 
Louisville loaded with Government stores. Some of these I was 
obliged to tow down to Evansville, they having become disabled in 
trying to get down over very shoal and narrow channels. I believe 
one or two boats got ahead of me and reached Smithland perhaps 
eight or ten hours before I did, as I had to stop at Caseyville to get 
coal, but these boats that did get down first were not detained at 
Smithland, but moved on up, knowing that I would soon follow. 

I arrived at Smithland on the 5th of November and found one 
boat there, the Dove. The quartermaster asked convoy for her (see 
inclosed copy of note). I told him there would be a convoy start 
up at 7 a. m. the next morning, and that during the night more boats 
would arrive. 

The next morning I started up the river at the time with the gun- 
boats Moose, Reindeer, Silver Lake, and five transports, four of them 
having arrived during the night. 

The Victory and Brilliant were at this time unable to move, and 
the Fairplay had not yet been able to get down the river. 

Having taken the convoy through, I got back to Smithland about 
1 a. m., the 10th, and early in the morning three boats reported for 
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convoy and were started up the river immediately, with the gun- 
' boats Reindeer and Silver Lake. 

From the 10th forward, there has not been a boat waiting for con- 
voy ten minutes, all have been sent through as fast as they arrived, 
and if the quartermaster at Clarksville or General Allen says that 
boats have been detained by us six days, our log books and the testi- 
mony of the officers will prove their statements to be incorrect. 
Even had a boat reached Smithland one hour after the fleet had left, 
she could not have been detained over four days, as we left on the 
6th, and got back and started up again on the 10th. 

The army quartermaster seems to forget that there are nearly 
fifty transports to one gunboat, and sending them down as they do, 
with no regularity, one at a time or perhaps one every two hours, 
it is impossible always to have a gunboat in waiting to give them 
immediate convoy. Besides, I would respectfully state that through 
the bad management or want of knowledge of some one, transports 
are started up the river drawing more water than there is in the 
channel, and have perhaps two or three heavy barges to tow, as 
heavy as themselves, so that even if there was water enough in the 
channel, it is not wide enough at the present time for such boats to 
get through. They are consequently detained, and have to lay over 
four or five days till boats can be unloaded and sent down to light 
them over the shoals. This causes me much trouble and delay, for I 
not only have to leave gunboats to guard them, but must stop and 
detain other boats to unload them. 

In some instances- boats have been started up this river drawing 
more water, light, than there was in the channels, besides having 
barges in tow drawing as much water as themselves. 

I should have thought that as boats were detained at Smithland a 
week waiting convoy, that the quartermaster at Clarksville would 
have sent a gunboat down to convoy them up, instead of waiting, as 
he has had two at Clarksville all the time belonging to the army and 
subject to his orders. It is certainly very discouraging to work as 
hard as we have, to aid and assist the army, and to receive, on their 
part, only complaints in acknowledgment. oe >. 

I will, as I have heretofore, do all and everything in my power 
for the promotion of the public interests, and will leave it to time to 
show whether we have been blamed justly or not by the army. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcu, 


Beard niieals D.. DsPorrms Lieutenant-Commander. 
be . . 5 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


(Enclosure. ] 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Smithland, Ky., November 5, 1863. 


J would respectfully ask for a convoy of one gunboat for the pur- 
pose of convoying the steamer Dove from this place to Fort Donel- 
son and if necessary to Nashville. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. Rastn, 


Lieutenant Frron, Captain and A. Quartermaster, 


Commanding Fleet. 
§1246°—n w R—VOL 25—12——38 
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[Endorsement.] 


You will see by this that on my arrival there was but one boat ° 
waiting and that I got here before the fleet. Boats that arrived the 
night of the 5th were started up under convoy early on the morning 
of the 6th. 

Le Roy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


[Enclosure. ] 


No. 2.] ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Smithland, Ky., November 5, 1863. 


Sir: There are now five boats ready for convoy. They will be in 
readiness at 7 a.m. I would suggest that the steamer Vightingale 
be lashed to the first convoy, as it will be impossible for her to follow 
in the wake. There may be other transports arrive to-night; if so, 
they also will be in readiness at the specified time. 

Very respectfully, 
H. Rasry, 
Captain and A. Quartermaster. 
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fircx, 
Smithland, Ky. 


[ Telegram. ] 


SmiTHiLanD, November 27, 1863. 
Have just got down from Harpeth Shoals; all quiet again. I 
chased a guerrilla party from the banks about 5 miles back toward 
Waverly; could not get up with them; had not force to follow far- 
ther. The river is rising again rapidly. I must start up with one 
or two coal barges to-day for the boats above. Will stop below 
Ingram’s and have boats there to convoy fleet from the Tennessee; 
am ready at any moment. 
Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
encounters with Confederates on the Cumberland River. 


U.S. S. Moosr, 
Smithland, Ky., November 27, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just returned from 
Harpeth Shoals, having taken through a number of transports that 
had just got over Ingram’s Shoals. I left the Victory to guard the 
rest. While most of the fleet was detained below the shoals, some 
boats got over and waited above for the convoy to come up. One of 
the boats, the Duke, was at anchor off Canton, usually a safe place, 
but the Third Kentucky Cavalry chased in a small guerrilla party 
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from Hopkinsville, who struck the river at Canton, just before I got 
up. The wind had blown the Duke’s stern into the bank, so the guer- 
rillas jumped on board and got across the river. They were pursued 
so closely that the only damage they did was to take what money 
was on the boat and a part of a barrel of sugar. : 

I came up very shortly after and took the Duke, with the rest of 
the convoy, on up. 

Had I not been unexpectedly detained by shoals during the night, 
I would have caught the rascals. As it was, we cut off part of the 
gang from crossing. On arriving at Line Island, I found the Fair- 
play shelling another or a party of the same gang of guerrillas. I 
at once landed a detachment from each boat, and chased them back 
about 5 miles in the direction of Waverly. I had not force to follow 
them farther. 

The Duke is the boat that charged us such exorbitant prices for 
towing the Pet last year, and had it not been for the Government 
freight I would not have cared much, only for the name of the thing, 
if she had been destroyed. I think, though, she is too good a guerrilla 
herself to be destroyed by them. Unfortunately nothing can be 
proven just now, but I may catch her yet. 

It is absolutely necessary for me to move up the river again right 
off to relieve the Victory as guard boat over the transports yet below 
Ingram’s Shoals and let her run on her convoy. I take the coal up 
with me this trip. 

Some guerrillas came into Ingram yesterday to see what prospects 
there were, but soon left after the Victory threw a few shots at them. 

This guerrilla party passed within a mile of Fort Donelson the 
cther morning, and nothing was known of them till we got the news 
from Clarksville, 60 miles above. A bright picket guard must be 
kept at Dover to let the guerrillas come so near and not know it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ll. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, promising eight 
light-drafts in response to request of Rear-Admiral Farragut, 
U.S. Navy. 


No. 217.] MisstsstpP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, [ll., November 27, 1863. 


Sir: In answer to your communication of November 23, I have the 
honor to inform you that in the course of a month I shall be able 
to supply Admiral Farragut with eight good light-drafts, each carry- 
ing two 30-pounder rifles and four 24-pound howitzers. 

I am strengthening those now fitting and altering and fastening 
boilers and machinery for salt water. They can, perhaps, by watch- 
ing their time, slip over to Lake Pontchartrain, and when there do 
good service. They will draw 3 feet. In a week I could commence 
sending them down if I had the officers and men to man them. My 
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own squadron is only half manned, and these with a large portion 
of negroes who, if properly managed, do very well. 

I could send the admiral the boats half manned with whites, and 
he could make up the crews from blacks, as we do here. 

The vessels I am now fitting are well protected, except in the hull, 
with an inch of iron all around the boilers, and an inch on the bul- 
warks abreast and in front of the boilers, making 2 inches of iron and 
8 inches of wood, besides the coal, between a shot and the boilers. 
They are in every other respect musket-proof. 

With regard to the ironclads building up river, I do not know 
what may be their capacity for venturing in a moderate sea, but 
neither of those that have come here would stand it without great 
risk of losing the vessels. 

The vessels I am fitting will be preferable. 

In six weeks from to-day I could have ten vessels sent to Admiral 
Farragut, if I can only get the officers and men; the former I think 
should be from the seacoast, as the river men know very little about 
salt water. 

I would respectfully suggest the propriety of permitting me to 
build eight light-draft seagoing vessels for Admiral Farragut’s 
squadron. I will have them finished in three months from the time 
I finish the specifications, and ready for him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[ Endorsement. ] 


Order Commodore P. to send eight acting ensigns for commands 
to Cairo to report to Admiral Porter. 

Write to Admiral Porter that the commanding officers of the eight 
boats will be sent to report to him at Cairo. 

Ask if he can not furnish engineers and the crews, etc., proper to 
fit the same. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Greer, U. S. Navy, to send the U. S. S. Curlew to Cairo, Il. 


Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 28, 1863. 
Str: Will you please send the Curlew up to me here at once? I 
will soon supply her place with another vessel. Tell me what kind 
of a person is her present commander. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jamrs A. GREER, 
Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron, 
U.S, S. Benton, off Natchez, Miss. 
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Seizure of steamer Volunteer off Natchez Island, Miss., November 
25, 1863. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, commanding Third District. 


U.S. 8. CHoctraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, November 28, 1863. 

Str: Ihave the honor to report that on the 25th instant the steamer 
Volunteer was found by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pearce, com- 
manding U.S. S. Fort Hindman, foraging at a plantation near the 
head of Natchez Island, and in obedience to my order of the Lith 
of September last, referred to in my communication to you of Septem- 
ber 20, he brought her to this place, arriving at 11.20 p. m. 

The next morning (November 26), upon examination, I found that 
neither the officer (Captain John Potter, commanding Company F, 
Fifty-third Illinois Infantry) in charge of the detachment of sol- 
diers nor the forage master (Private G. W. Ellis, of Company D, 
Forty-first Llinois Infantry) had any written orders whatever 
authorizing them to go on any such expedition. 

Captain Potter stated that he knew nothing about the foraging 
party, that he only had orders to protect the train, and his orders 
were verbal. 

Private Ellis (the forage master) stated that he was ordered to 
go to the plantation (where the Volunteer was found) and get the 
corn, and that his orders were verbal. 

I asked the captain of the Volunteer (Lewis Vandergrift) if he 
had any orders, and he handed me a written order from Lieutenant 
J. E. Jones, acting assistant quartermaster, dated “ Depot Quarter- 
master’s Office, Natchez, Miss., November 23, 1863,” to “take on 
board the teams and proceed to Mary Plantation for the purpose of 
procuring forage.” 

Seeing that the order was correct, I was about releasing the 
Volunteer, when I asked Captain Vandergrift in the presence of 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenants Jos. P. Couthouy and John Pearce and 
Captain Potter, if anything had been taken on board of the vessel 
besides the corn. 

He said nothing else had been taken on board, and then told me 
he would like to have a private conversation with me and Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenants Couthouy and Pearce. He then told me in 
the presence of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pearce that there were 
11 bales of cotton on board of the Volunteer at that time, that the 
Army officers and soldiers knew nothing about it, that he had found it 
hid in the cottonwood on the bar near the head of Natchez Island, 
and that he swore he would steal that cotton if he had to go to 
Natchez jail for it at 12 o’clock the next day. He said he saw it was 
new cotton, and he supposed someone stole it from the Government 
and hid it there. 

I told him I should seize his boat, and immediately sent Acting 
Ensign W. C. Bennett, of this vessel, accompanied by Acting Volun- 
teer Lieutenant Pearce, to take a list of everything on board of her. 

I immediately informed Captain Potter that I had seized the Vol- 
unteer, and that I would send him, with his detachment, wagons, 
mules, and the contrabands, to Natchez on the Mort Hindman. 
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This I did in conformity with section 7, article 25, of the act for 
the better government of the Navy, approved July 17, 1862, said 
wagons, mules, etc., being absolutely necessary for the use of the 
Army of the United States. 

Captain Potter, with his detachment, wagons, etc., were trans- 
ferred to the Fort Hindman as soon as possible and left for Natchez 
on the afternoon of the 26th. 

Between 4 and 5 o’clock on the afternoon of November 26 I went 
cn board of the Volunteer, and, while standing in the clerk’s office, 
Captain Vandergrift made the same statements to me, in the presence 
of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Couthouy, in regard to his having 
taken the cotton on board, that he made to me in the morning in 
the presence of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pearce. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith the certificate of Lewis Van- 
dergrift, captain of the steamer Volunteer, statement of Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Jos. P. Couthouy, commanding U. S. 8S. Osage, 
list of officers, crew, and- passengers of the Volunteer at the time 
of seizure, inventory of articles found on board of her, list of officers, 
soldiers, teamsters, and number of contrabands, wagons, horses, and 
mules transferred from the Volunteer to the U.S. 8S. Fort Hindman, 
and I transmit herewith all the papers and writings found on board 
of the Volunteer. 

At the time of the seizure of the Volunteer by this vessel, the U. S. 
steamers Osage, Fort Hindman, and Champion were in company. 

I have ordered Acting Ensign Ezra Beaman to take charge of the 
Volunteer and proceed with her to Cairo, Ill. 

I respectfully request that Mr. Beaman and the prize crew may be 
returned to their respective vessels as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Comdg. Choctaw and 3d Dist. Miss. River. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Ensign Beaman, U. 8. Navy, in charge of steamer Volunteer, 
when chased by the ram Horner and ordered to surrender the vessel. 


PrizE STEAMER VOLUNTEER, 
Off Cairo, Ill., December 16, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order I have the honor to make the 
following report: 

I passed Vicksburg, Miss., on the 30th day of November last, at 
1.45 p. m., with the prize steamer Volunteer. At 4.30 p. m. of the 
same day I saw a steamer astern and heard the report of a gun fired 
from said steamer, and she continued firing until I reached the 
U.S. S. Louisville, lying off Milliken’s Bend. During the time of 
said steamer appearing in sight and my arrival alongside of the 
U. 8. S. Louisville, eight shots were fired, the last one falling about 
100 yards astern of the prize steamer Volunteer. 

I arrived alongside the U. S. S. Lowisville at 6 p. m. on the day 
in question, and at 6.15 the steamer in pursuit came alongside and 
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she proved to be the ram Horner. I was immediately boarded by a 
company of soldiers with fixed bayonets, and I was immediately 
ordered to surrender the steamer Volunteer by Captain Dyer, com- 
manding the ram Horner, he presenting an order from Major-General 
McPherson to that effect (a copy of which is enclosed, marked “A.”) 

I informed Captain Dyer that I could not recognize his authority, 
nor any order emanating from the Army authorities. I informed 
him that my orders were from Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. 
Ramsay, U. S. Navy, and that the steamer was a prize to the U. S. 
Navy. I furnished Captain Dyer with a copy of my orders, but 
that would not satisfy him, and he expressed his determination to 
take the steamer at all hazards, and that, too, in a very boisterous 
manner. At this stage of the proceedings I accompanied Captain 
Dyer on board the U.S. S. Zowisville, to consult with her command- 
ing officer, who advised Captain Dyer that he had better allow me to 
proceed. He, Captain Dyer, did finally, in a very reluctant manner, 
conclude to allow me to proceed, at the same time avowing that if he 
had overhauled me before he reached the U. 8. S. Zowisville he would 
have taken the steamer Volunteer back to Vicksburg in defiance of 
all orders I held. 

I would respectfully refer you to Mr. Fulton, acting chief engineer 
of the U.S. S. Louisville, and also Mr. Gray, first-class pilot, U.S. S. 
Osage, both of these gentlemen being present during all the time 
that Captain Dyer was on board the prize steamer Volunteer, and 
heard all that passed between us. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ezra Braman, 
Acting Ensign, U. S. N., Comdg. Prize Steamer V olunteer. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, F 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron Flagship Black Hawk. 


[Enclosure. ] 


A. 


Vicxsspure, Miss., November 30, 1863. 
Major-General McPherson, commanding, directs that you pursue 
the steamer Volunteer, just passed up, and bring her back to this 
port. 
G. L. Fort, 
Captain, Assistant Quartermaster. 
Master, Steamer Horner. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. §. Navy, transmitting statement of 
the engineer of the U. S. S. Louisville regarding the boarding of the steamer 
Volunteer by the ram Horner. 

U. S. S. Lovrsvitix, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, December 26, 1863. 
Str: I enclose a statement from Mr. Fulton descriptive of the 
conversation between Mr. Beaman, commanding the prize Volun- 
teer, and the commanding officer (Dyer) of the Horner. Hearing 
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that Mr. Beaman had been reported for disrespect to General Mc- 
Pherson, I thought you would like to know the nature and extent of 
it. The Volunteer was made fast to this vessel when boarded by the 
Horner, yet the commanding officer of the Horner ignored the pres- 
ence of this vessel. Acting Ensign Blatchford was then in com- 
mand of this vessel. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

K. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 
U S. S. Louisviiiz, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, December 26, 1863. 

Srr: In compliance with your request, I make the following state- 
ment: 

I heard the conversation on board the steamer Volunteer between 
the officers of the ram Horner and Ensign Beaman. The Horner 
ran up alongside of the Volunteer and an officer and some 20 or 30 
men boarded her. The officer of the ram Horner said: “I am going 
to take you back to Vicksburg.” Mr. Beaman said: “I am very 
sorry, gentlemen, but I am on my way to Cairo under orders from 
Captain Ramsay.” The officer in charge of the Horner said he did 
not care for his orders. Mr. Beaman replied to. him, saying he did 
not care a for his orders, as he did not recognize any orders 
but Admiral Porter’s on this river. I was present when Mr. Beaman 
showed the officer in charge of the Horner his orders from Captain 
Ramsay and asked the officer of the Horner if that satisfied him. 
The officer replied he would have to be satisfied, as he could not take 
her from under the guns of the Louisville, but if he had caught her 
before she got to the Louisville, he would have taken her back and 
paid no attention to his orders from Captain Ramsay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. B. Fuiton, 
Acting Chief Engineer, U. S. Navy. 

Lieutenant Commander E. K. Owen, U.S. Navy, 

Commanding Fifth District, Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the district court to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §. Navy, regarding the 
proposed disposition of the steamer Volunteer. 


Orrice or Cterk Disrricr Court or tur Unirep Srarss, 
SoutTHerN Disrricr or Inirors, 
Springfield, December 19, 1863. 

Sir: I am directed by his Honor Judge Treat to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 15th instant, reporting the 
seizure of the steamer Volunteer. I have also to acknowledge the 
receipt of a communication from Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. 
Ramsay, commanding U. 8. S. Choctaw, transmitting a copy of his 
report to you of the circumstances attending the seizure. 
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The Volunteer will be libeled and taken charge of by the marshal 
at once, and a decree of condemnation will be pronounced against her 
on the second Monday of January next, if no defense is interposed. 

You will please deliver to the prize commissioners the books 
and papers and notify them of any witnesses to be examined in the 
case. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gro. P. Bowen, Clerk. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, stating the amount of appraisement 
of steamer Volunteer, and advising that she be taken into the service. 


Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 20, 1864. 

Sir: I send you the appraisement of the steamer Volunteer, cap- 
tured some time since for illicit trading, robbing plantations, etc.. 
Owing to the scarcity of transports, I obtained permission from the 
judge of the district to use her for Government service. 

She is worth about $36,000, and I would recommend that the Gov- 
ernment deposit the amount of appraisement and take her into the 
service until the pressure is over. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Hon. Ginron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting an opinion 
regarding assimilated rank in the Navy. 


Misstssipet SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 29, 1863. 

Str: I have the honor to enclose a report in relation to assimilated 
rank, sent to me for endorsement, etc., also the opinion of the pay- 
master of fleet. 

I have written out my views on the subject more fully perhaps than 
the Department expected or desired, and can hardly have the con- 
science to suppose they would read it; but if the matter of rank is to 
be submitted to a board, my ideas on the subject may perhaps be 
entitled to their consideration. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C 
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[Enclosure. ] 


Misstssrpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, Ill., November 27, 1863. 


Sir: Your communication of November 21, enclosing certain rules 
and regulations on which it is requested that I endorse my opinion, 
has been received. 

In a matter of such vital importance to the best interests, harmony, 
and discipline of the Navy, no officer would be justified in expressing 
a hasty opinion or endorsing one formed without due consideration 
of all the interests involved. 

In the matter of relative rank I am not at present personally inter- 
ested, as the rank of staff officers will not affect my grade; though, 
from the encroachments made by enactments from time to time, it is 
uncertain how long this state of things may last. I may be consid- 
ered as expressing an opinion regardless of everything but the best 
interests of the service to which I belong. 

I have always been in favor of giving to noncombatants a certain 
amount of assimilated rank when it would not interfere with the 
discipline of the Navy. I would do it to gratify a set of estimable 
gentlemen, among whom I have many personal friends, and to elevate 
their grades in their own eyes and that of others. Every grade in 
the Navy should be placed on a footing where the members would feel 
a pride in their position; such feelings always elevate the general 
service. 

An active experience of thirty-seven years in and with the naval 
service has convinced me that great discretion should be observed in 
changing an old established order of things for the convenience or 
wishes of any one class of officers; and I am also of opinion that it 
would be unjust to the service, and to those officers who have grown 
up with it from boyhood, to make innovations by which staff officers 
may claim the authority in maintaining the discipline of the Navy or 
help to execute the laws for its better government. 

Their intelligence is unquestionable upon subjects connected with 
their immediate duties, their gentlemanly deportment and sense of 
honor beyond reproach; but with all these good qualities they do not 
possess the attributes that will entitle them to assist in maintaining 
the discipline of the Navy or to exercise any authority except in their 
own appropriate sphere. 

The subject of admitting noncombatants to sit as members of 
courts-martial or on courts of enquiry has been discussed by some of 
the ablest military jurists, and I nowhere discover anyone who has 
advocated the system of noncombatants or staff officers sitting as 
inembers of courts-martial. - On the contrary, it is strongly depre- 
cated. I do not expect to offer anything new or original in relation 
to the subject, nor advance any arguments as strong as some already 
expressed, but I can give facts which are frequently stronger than 
arguments. 

There was a case occurred in this squadron where a paymaster 
was to be tried by court-martial, and I appointed two assistant pay- 
masters as members of the court. It was immediately brought to 
my notice that the presiding officer of the court, who had been en- 
gaged two weeks in trying certain cases, would be outranked by one 
of the paymasters, who would thus become the presiding officer. 
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Looking further into the matter, I found that the paymaster: had 
only been two years and four months in the Navy, and one year 
and six months afloat in active service, while the senior naval officer, 
third in rank from myself, had been twenty-three years in the Navy 
and fifteen years and four months at sea. Here was a striking com- 
mentary on rank, and I can offer no stronger illustration of the 
impropriety and injustice of attempting to assimilate rank between 
the line and staff officers by allowing the latter, after two years of 
service, to take a position above an officer who had served twenty- 
three years in all the various positions which an officer is called upon 
to fill. Yet this is the practical working of the regulation as it now 
exists in the Navy; and no one can wonder that it gives so much 
dissatisfaction to the line officers, while the staff officers, on the 
other hand, are very well pleased with the arrangement that. gives 
them precedence in almost all cases over officers who entered service 
fifteen or twenty years before them. © 

In the instance I have mentioned it could not be reasonably sup- 
posed that the paymaster was as well acquainted with all the rules 
of military law as the sea officer, nor could he appreciate the necessity . 
for that rigid discipline which is the life and soul of the Navy, a 
discipline which, though irksome to a staff officer, is second nature 
to a line officer, who, educated from early boyhood to all the require- 
ments of the law, has a lively sense of what is due to the interests 
of the service, and recognizes the absolute necessity of never swerving 
from the rules of discipline laid down for the government of the 
Navy. 

Te has so long been the custom to exclude as members of court- 
martial noncombatants or staff officers, and all those having no 
actual military or naval rank, and no inherent right to command, 
that it becomes a difficult matter to lay aside the well-formed 
prejudices of a lifetime, and it could not but do harm to any branch 
of military service to make a sudden and complete revolution in the 
customs of the corps, merely for the gratification of a certain grade, 
without it can be shown that a certain good will arise from so doing, 
and that the administration of justice will be more perfect. _ 

Arguments could be piled on arguments to show the impolicy of 
deranging a system of military jurisprudence which has so far 
worked so admirably in maintaining the discipline of the Navy. 

No one could argue reasonably who would insist that it was proper 
to place staff officers as judges of military or naval courts to try a 
matter of discipline, of the violation of which they can not have a 
proper appreciation, or to try a case of life and death, which, from 
previous pursuits and habits of education, they are in nowise suited 
to judge; they can have but doubtful views and limited knowledge 
of military conduct. a: ~ 

To debar such persons from the privileges of sitting on courts (if 
it be a privilege) could only be urged as partial and unequal by 
those who are excluded. For though they may assert that the rule 
is obnoxious, inasmuch as it effects them as members of a. military 
body while they are debarred the privilege of being considered in 
one respect as one of the component elements. The objections can 
be met at once and have no weight at all. The arguments of all 
military writers founded on the actual necessities of military service 
are adverse to any pretensions of the kind. 
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A gunner, boatswain, sailmaker, or carpenter, in fine, the whole 
rank and file of the Navy, might make the same objections, yet no 
one would sustain them in their demands, nor would any one (who 
understands that naval courts-martial are instituted solely for the 
regulation of naval matters and totally irrespective of persons) for 
a moment decide on the propriety of subverting an order of things 
under which our Navy has advanced to a system of discipline un- 
equaled by any service that I am acquainted with. 

The object of a court-martial being the maintenance of discipline, 
it is natural that the authority to judge should be placed in the 
hands of those who have that discipline to maintain, and not in the 
hands of those who do not feel the inconvenience of the violations of 
law, which are constantly occurring in a large squadron. Those per- 
sons who are now aiming to change the order of military or naval 
precedence are in ‘some cases those who have been averse to the 
rules of discipline where they interfere with their convenience and 
comfort, claiming as noncombatants or civilians that the rules of 
discipline should not apply so strictly to them, their peculiar duties 
not requiring that they should come so immediately under military 
rules. 

With such sentiments, no one could have the discipline of the 
service at heart. I have heard the arguments advanced and know 
what the feeling is on that subject. 

If the interests involved in courts-martial were of a personal 
nature, the question might bear a different aspect, and perhaps the 
staff officers or noncombatants might with some justice claim that 
a different state of things should exist. But courts-martial relate 
only to matters touching discipline in which the line officer is more 
interested and from associations more competent of forming an 
opinion than one whose pursuits are of a civil and unmilitary nature 
altogether. 

In courts-martial technical knowledge and opinions are required, 
which can only be possessed by persons who have had a long and 
intimate connection with the service. 

It would evidently be unwise to place two classes of officers on 
courts-martial with opinions totally at variance with each other on 
points of discipline and military propriety. The decisions of such 
courts could only have the effect of reducing the standard of disci- 
pline heretofore existing in the Navy. But in the present state of 
organization, where a very large majority of the officers are just from 
civil life, without any knowledge whatever of military or naval mat- 
ters, the chances are that the discipline would be broken down alto- 
gether and that those officers of the line who attempted to maintain 
it would find hemselves in a very small minority and very unpopular 
at that. 

If staff officers claim the right to sit on courts-martial, and it is 
eranted to them, they may, with like propriety, claim an eligibility 
to any other duty, such as boards of examination at Naval Academy, 
boards for revising and correcting ordnance manual, or boards con- 
vened to promote the efficiency of the Navy, or to draw up rules and 
regulations of the Navy, none of which does it seem to me proper 
that they should have any connection with. 

T do not think I am stating anything against staff officers when I 
say that they have urged many claims on the score of rank which 
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they were no way entitled to, and from small beginnings their claims 
have assumed such proportions that they seriously threaten the har- 
mony and discipline of the service. 

In relation to this matter of staff officers or noncombatants sitting 
as members of courts-martial, I could have covered the whole ground 
by quoting an opinion of Hon. John [M.] Berrien, Attorney-Gen- 
eral, under date of November 6, 1829, viz: . 

As to the right of chaplains, surgeons, ete., or noncombatants to sit on courts- 
martial, if we look to the origin of courts-martial in England, from which we 
borrow them, it would de difficult to believe that a tribunal which has suc- 
ceeded there to the ancient court of chivalry could be composed of others than 
military men, and if we consider the nature of the subjects which are generally 
Submitted to the decision of these tribunals, the knowledge of military dis- 
cipline or usage and frequently of tactics (which is indispensable to those who 
preside there) it would seem that noncombatants whose duties do not lead them 
to acquire this species of information, and who have no rank (or had not then), 
real or assimilated, could not be deemed competent to sit on a court-martial. 

This is an impartial view taken by an able lawyer, who was sup- 
posed to be capable of giving an unbiased opinion. 

That opinion has up to within a few years been considered so 
binding, and there was so much good sound sense and reason ex- 
pressed in it, that the authorities have endeavored to adhere to the 
spirit of it. 

If printed rules were laid down by which every man could guide 
himself in relation to the administration of public justice, rules so 
fixed as never to bend or yield to the necessities of the service, then 
anyone might sit in judgment as members of courts-martial, but there 
are so many shades in the matter of discipline, nice parallels to be 
drawn, proper and minute distinctions to be made, that the ends of 
justice could not possibly be met if a court-martial should be com- 
posed of any but men of military or naval education. 

I would respectfully enquire, What chance would there be of hav- 
ing the proper punishment inflicted by a court of chaplains in a mat- 
ter of life and death? Their errand is one of mercy and consola- 
tion, and they would be the last to contend for a vindication of the 
law when it affected life or limb. And what chance of obtaining a 
correct verdict from a court of noncombatants, generally without 
a proper appreciation of the necessity of discipline, which their 
duties do not render them familiar with. 

There is something in the dignity of a court-martial when prop- 
erly constituted which has its weight. Part of that dignity 1s lost 
when a court-martial is composed partly of members who are not 
reckoned as among the vigilant for suppressing violations of law and 
order. The higher the actual rank of the members, the more im- 
posing is the effect on the accused, witnesses, and observers. As the 
Supreme Court exceeds in dignity of character the smaller courts 
for the trial of petty offenses, so a naval court-martial, composed of 
naval officers of actual rank, is more imposing than one made up of 
line and staff officers mixed together. This can be said without 
meaning any disrespect to staff officers any more than is meant 
toward minor courts. ; 

All matters are better managed by experts than by novices, and 
this applies to courts-martial more than to anything else. 

In the numberless sudden and unforeseen contingencies which may 
arise to affect military and naval services, in technical points, nau- 
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tical phraseology, etc., may be seen why courts should only be pre- 
sided over by naval and military commanders. 

If there could be a single instance adduced, where noncombatants 
have failed to be dealt fairly with by any naval court-martial, there 
might be a plea for the admission of noncombatants, but it has rather 
been an advantage to them than to their prejudices that naval courts 
have been hitherto conducted by naval commanders. Their position 
is one that does not lay them open to the chance of official gratifica- 
tion, jealousy, or ill feeling which might naturally arise between 
officers in the line. 

I am not disposed to deprive the staff officers of anything that will 
add to the respectability of the corps, for, as the grades are elevated 
in their own estimation, so is the respectability of the Navy increased. 
Nor would I place them in a position where they could feel humbled 
by comparing the condition of their own corps with that of another. 
I would, above all things, though, consult the interests of the serv- 
ice and the time-honored customs which have made the Navy what 
it is. 

I would never advocate raising any grade of officers to a position 
which reason tells me it was never intended they should fill. With 
all my friendly feelings for the different grades mentioned as eligible 
to sit on courts-martial, I would oppose them on the ground of a 
sense of injustice toward officers of the line, who, after ten or fifteen 
years of sea service, would have a noncombatant of one year’s stand- 
ing claiming seniority over him, when he feels that he has an in- 
herent right to his place, the right. of long service, right of vigilance 
in upholding the law, right of knowledge of naval usage, also for 
their love of good order, which it is their ambition should be main- 
tained in every condition where they may be placed. 

I do not feel the least objection, nor do I believe there is any ob- 
jection on the part of line officers to the staff officers holding an 
assimilated rank for purposes purely unofficial, such as precedence 
at certain ceremonies to be named. It would be,and has been granted 
to elder staff officers, as matter of courtesy, before there was a rule 
on the subject, as a tribute of respect to their age and merits. But 
I myself would not be willing to concede anything, no matter how 
trifling, if I thought it would in the least affect the discipline of the 
service. 

The executive officer of a ship is the soul and spirit of the com- 
mander. He should be looked upon as the representative of the 
captain on all occasions. He can never be considered as off duty 
while on board the ship; his importance should never be lessened in 
the eyes of officers or crew, and next to the commander he should 
take precedence over all others. Since, on two or three occasions, 
the position of executives has been somewhat reduced, the discipline 
of the Navy has been much impaired. Efforts have been made time 
after time by the staff officers to break down the prestige of the ex- 
ecutive officer, but no commander who had any regard for the serv- 
ice would encourage anything of the kind. The force of executive 
authority on board ship has been much weakened, and extra labor 
thrown upon the commander. The line officers are much to blame for 
being so supine on those matters affecting so deeply the discipline 
of the Navy. Those who had reached positions where their own 
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rank could not be affected became indifferent on the subject and 
averse to entering into a controversy where so much persistency was 
displayed by the staff officers in obtaining their desires. The junior 
officers of the Navy, seeing seniors so indifferent about the matter. 
gradually submitted to what seemed to them an act of great injustice. 

The line officers of the Navy are willing to allow to staff officers 
assimilated rank (unofficially) up to the rank of captain, provided 
it gives them no naval or military authority, nor right to sit on naval 
boards or courts-martial, nor right to quarters or precedence on duty, 
provided their rank keeps pace with the grade with which they 
assimilated when they entered the service. 

The line officers do not object to their having any uniform the 
Department may think proper to give them, distinctive of their 
rank, provided it does not assimilate with their own. Neither do 
they object to staff officers receiving such honors on entering or leav- 
ing a vessel as are bestowed on an officer of assimilated rank (not 
above the executive officer), with the exception of guards, which is an 
honor shown only to actual line officers. 

In these discussions I have never hitherto mixed, never having 
been so situated that I have ever felt any inconvenience from the 
assunilated rank, and having always been of opinion that whatever 
my Government sanctioned was right and proper and admitted of 
no discussion. 

My opinion having been asked on this occasion, I take the oppor- 
tunity to express it frankly, and though I have no expectation that 
anything I may say will influence the matter one way or the other, I 
sincerely hope that some one may possess eloquence enough to have 
the subject of rank settled for the best interests of the Navy. 

The Navy was created to serve the country and not to subserve the 
interests of any particular grade or any class of officers, and it seems 
to me that no grade can have the good of the service at heart who 
arrogate to themselves privileges in matters where they are not com- 
petent to act. 

I would suggest in the assimilated rank the constructors should at 
least come before professors and chaplains. Construction is a high 
branch of science, and in other countries constructors have high rank. 
It is in my opinion a branch of science which entitles experts to the 
highest consideration. Engineering is a mere mechanical science 
compared to construction, while the latter is often carried to a high 
degree of art. sa 

I would beg leave to suggest that in addition to the petty officers 
now allowed, the rate of seaman gunner be added to rank with cap- 
tain of tops, to be well trained in gunnery, previous to being put on 
board a vessel, and one to be allowed to every gun the vessel carries. 

I have no idea that the regulations submitted will meet the 
approval of staff officers even in the liberal form in which they are 
framed. There is great rivalry existing between them all in regard 
to relative rank amongst themselves, and I would recommend that the 
interests of the service be considered without regard to anyone. 

I hope the Department will not consider me prolix in my commu- 
nication. Merely to endorse my name on the regulations would have 
been to disapprove of them without assigning any reasons, and I think 
it the duty of everyone to throw all the light on the subject he can. 
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{ think the manner in which they are drawn up is rather obscure in 
some cases and may admit of misconstruction hereafter. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 


Hon. Giron WELLES, Rear-Admiral. 


Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Letter from Quartermaster Brooks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding transfer of rams building at New 
Albany, Ind. 

New Arpany, December 1, 1863. 

Srr: I am to-day in receipt of an order from the War Department 
under date of November 25, instructing me to turn over to you two 
steam rams in course of construction at this place, with orders to pay 
the indebtedness on them to date of transfer, and send to the Quarter- 
master-General a list [of] all payments that have been or shall be 
made on account of them. 

The boats are progressing rapidly to completion. 

I shall start to Mound City to-morrow night, unless unavoidably 
detained, to consult your wishes as to the manner of finishing them 
and receive any suggestions you may be pleased to make concerning 
them. 

Respectfully, yours, James Brooks, 
Acting Quartermaster. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mound City, Iu. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, transmitting 
monthly report of conveys for November, 1863. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Cumberland River, December 1, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose herein a monthly report of the 
number of vessels sent through to Nashville during the month of 
November, 
The following reports will be more perfect than this one in regard 
to dates of departures and arrivals. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcn, 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrer, Lieutenant-C ommander. 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
[Enclosure. ] 


Monthly report of convoys up the Cumberland River for the month of 
November, 1868. 


Number |} Number 


Date. of boats. lof barges. | P°@ toons. 
From Nov. ‘6:60 LO sn oss case sta fous. : cece c cae rere ee NOOR CER e mae 12 3 40 
Erom 10th, every: dayson Upitomhe/ Oth oes saceun came asta temenee a nee 96 21 20 


Total <a.o.csicewwi ad seseein ee aahis ats aces oe area cthisls Sree he eee eee 108 24 60 
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The /mperial was fired into at Jackson’s wood yard, 143 miles below 
Donelson, on her day down. No damage done. 
The river was very low most of the time, and boats were detained 
some days at the shoals, till lighted over by other boats. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
3 Le Roy Frrcu, 
ceutenant- : 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, is 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


List of vessels of the Mississippi Squadron, with their commanding 
officers and stations, December 1, 1863, Rear-Admiral David D. 
Porter, U. S. Navy, commanding. 


Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 
Acting Ensign J. C. Morong..............--..... Below Donaldsonville. 
Acting Ensign Wim. Wagner .........---2--..-- Cairo, Il. 
oe AGS Se eB ig ROC RED IE ene bon sane eae Dispatch boat. 
| Lieut. Commander K. R. Breese..........-.---. airo. 
Lieut. Commander Jas. A. Greer.............--- Natchez 
, Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. G. Perkins.......... On the ways. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. A. French........... Repairing. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. P. Couthouy.........; Fort Adams. 
Lieut. Commander Frank M. Ramsay.......... | Red River. 
Acting Master:S..C./Gipsons../.05 2220228. 2225c | Carthage. 
Lieut. Commander T. O. Selfridge............-. Napoleon. 
Acting Master H. H. Gorringe..:...............- | Tennessee River. 
-| Acting Volunteer Lieut. G. P. Lord..... .-| Below Island No. 65. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Scott. .| Cairo, Ill. 
Acting Master A. Phelps..... .-| Below Red River. 
Acting. Bnsign H--B.iO Neill). 2s. ...5 ob a.-<cess Cole’s Creek. 
Ete eae ae cas doe Sect Sime se cates San aes Waiting for repairs. 
Lieut. Commander S. L. Phelps......-....--.---- Laconia. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J.S. Hurd............. Above Memphis. 
Commander R. Townsend..........--....------ Donaldsonville. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas. A. Wright...-.... iyi Natchez and Cole’s 
reek. 
Acting: Master .G..J. Groves.2.. S3o22 2% ha =2 sss Up Cumberland River. 
Acting Master John R. Grace ..............--.-- White River. 
General Price 65 .......-- Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. Richardson....... Below Donaldsonville. 
Me CMEC ATPL Ene sere eae tea ce tL A ee hohe mo Sahu ote riz iaies acts ainjate) etm = Red River. 
Great Western..... ..-| Acting Master Thos. Bates......- Goodrich’s Landing. 
General Lyon......-..-- Pilotal; i. <Birch.5..3-2.22c<re tee => Below. 
General Pillow........-- Acting Master J. C. Bunner Guarding powder boats. 
EEASUHOSS ences occ a Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. R. Langthorne....-. White River. 
wudge!Lorrence.-........| Acting Master J. Irwim..-¢@.-., 2:2. ....-80--+5--- Natchez. 
uliouree eee oaks a2554 Acting Ensign M. K. Haines.......-..--.-.----. Cairo, repairing. 
BOVONV CSUs «acetone Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. M. King............ Tennessee River. 
Keerwood 2a. £5.50. 20522 Acting Masters SWEleYs ova.) sirens <2cfc enamine Port Hudson and Baton 
Rouge. 
NAIM CUUEs = me ae = last Lieut. Commander J. P. Foster..........------- Bayou Sara. 
Louisville. ..... .| Lieut. Commander E. K. Owen...........---..- Skipwith’s Landing. 
Lexington.... BAPAC tan G AC eS a std <= fama, Yona -\c.2 Scien alates Memphis. 
MING CH 6: apo ees oe Acting Master (Min Barrells feat 2s) << e nanan Greenville. 
Weittle Rebel... .2.2<- 32. Acting Ensign N. T. Rennell......... ..| Cairo. 
Mound (City. oc ane = os Lieut. Commander Byron Wilson... . .-| Providence. 
Fort Hindman.......... Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Pearce..........-- Ellis Cliffs. 
WEATIAOTS 2 0c--: eee Acting Master Thos. Gibson..............----.-- Island No. 70. _ 
MOOSE@so i? nee setmieons: Lieut. Commander Le Roy Fitch...........-.-- Cumberland River. 
New National........... PiloteA MEsGrantc cea somes fan ae side wie.claleiat ee Below. — 
IN@UIMKCAS.--= 2.22 a Netting Master JeeVOCIS =.= cae 26 21 ene ie White River. 
COSI OS este letape “taxcioi=s6) 2-127 Acting Volunteer Lieut. Samuel Howard........| Morganza. 
Oia Peers ae 2 = Naw ne Acting Master Thomas Wright.....-...-.---.--- Between Fort Adams and 
.__ Red River. 
Pr Gea is Moers olla aie Wari bE 8 Re sp Ie ety To Undergoing alterations. 
PittspuTe ess sess sscne ce Acting Volunteer Lieut. Wm. R. Hoel.........- Grand Gulf. 
Exist eee eee Ncting’ Master Dn MCH Occ 20 ora Cypress Bend. 
erairio BD irdeeeenne ee se lieek fed en neeen Mace) ssctcce = st geiynnn sane gsten ie Skipwith’s Landing. 
PAW AW oc ses od oeee Acting Master A. F. Thompson. ....- ech otras Tennessee River. 
EOSta teehee cee Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thos. E. Smith........ Do. | 
Queen City Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. W. Brown......-- White River. 
Romeo..... Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. V. Johnston......... Below Napoleon, 
Rattler.... .| Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jas. Laning........---- Rodney. 
Red Rover Acting Master W. R. Wells.......+e-seeeeeeeeee Cairo. 
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List of vessels of the Mississippi Squadron, ete—Continued. 


Vessel. Commander. 

RODD esceaoe eee aie Acting Ensign Robt. Wilkinson......-....-..--- 
Reindeers. <-..055-4as=5- Acting Volunteer Lieut. H. A. Glassford......-- 
Signal... ea see Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. Dominy.-.......---.- 
Springfieldia. esao--t ActineiMaster Jos. WatsOol:...2-0-- 5-2. -=- seen 
StaClaire 2ocn csccecenees Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. B. Gregory...-..-.--- 
Sovereign .\-2500 6. 3 coal! espe deememed ne shea s Bete See Na ee ee 
Silver Lake. 2.2.35. 32- Acting Ensign J. C. Coyle.......:..- sae nee sI0n 336 
Silver,:Cloudis-..25-< sr Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. F. O’Neil........-..- 
Sampson 22 ceeeecs ness Acting Pnsisi J.) a BUC: oe aerate eee 
Tuscumbia. . ,| Tient<Commander.J,Wi. Shirk... 22. - 22--eeeae 
ME Vier seen soteoeRe = aoe Lieut. Commander J. M. Prichett.....--.-.-...-- 
away. = gisceccecse soa Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. Goudy 

MPOnSAS ee ons fas sence Acting Master B.C. Van Pelt. 2. 9.225 eee 
WiCtOrye sen 2 Se oes che Acting Busign Bred sRead. se cesta oer ae eeaie 
New: Brass 234. sees tess Acting Master Jas. Marshall................--..- 


Where stationed. 


Tennessee River. 
Cumberland River. 
Below Port Gibson. 
Cumberland River. 
Donaldsonville. 
Laid up. 
Cumberland River. 
Below Island No. 10. 
Blacksmith’s shop. 
Laid up. 

Below Memphis. 


.| Tennessee River. 


Cairo. 
Cumberland. 
Island No. 10, ete. 


Tabulated report of Ohio River, from mouth to Louisville, Ky. 


Depth 
Towns, landings, shoals, etc. Fock sl rane of Banks. Remarks. 
mouth water. 
Miles. | Miles. | Inches. 
Calr0 sc coscams + 2.5212 -Me ee eee Cars| ete | eee | eee Right bank..-.| Population floating. 
Mound City. 2.---2c--2 7 Lo east es YO eee 
Cachedsland Bars :scieehbose-s|seus--=- (ees 8608. ssi ete t 
@aledoniases.2 s30-es.e 9 160) cae? .-do.. Small town. 
Chain: Rocks 2225-22223 2 18 30 |.....do........-| Wery crooked, 15 miles long. 
Metropolis: aaeeee 7a 22 40 | waceeet. 22-3 do....-.--.} Population 400. 
Brookly nies ise donee 7 AT WX S2s.. Sele See Oe a= 
Paducah: -Ky2 ace eemeeceee 3 Bur waee eck Left bank....- Population 4,000; very few 
loyal citizens. 
Indiana ‘Bar: .0..actee ode 4 54 30)|-22. 33. casee Bad to run. 
Cottonwood Bar. if 55 SO oer ane ae 
New Liberty.... 3 a Le ee Right bank... 
Camberland) Barz 2222. es foes! < eats eee PA el ae Meritt ano 
Smithlands..~--paesn = eee eee 4 62]... See Pesce see ee Mouth of Cumberland. 
Dog Islandiesssaeeness ease 4 66 SO ileatoswetaniserek, 3 
Stewart. island:==. on. ceeeeecce = 4 70 30 Ynwseet ace ene ee ae 
The Sisterssssaseeenties cee ae 7 77 Ones. eee 
PriorIsland'. 22.2445 5 eee. eecn- 2 79 BO) |e sec eee ee os 
Golconda and Island...........-.. 3 2H sea-8 aoe Right bank... 
Carrs villes i064 2.2 sane ees Se 7 Ce eee Left bank... -. 
Rasa Clove [Rosiclare]........... 4 93.4. secees Right bank... 
Hlizabethtown..3-.-5--sfeses = 5 4 Y fal nS S| dos.22- =. 
Walker Bar, Hurricane Island..|........|.......- 28) Sao ene Bor, 
Caveline Rock. 2: savst sae. e8 sb 3 100 Ss. ec eeleedaaepectet <s 
Bord’s-Reiry 25 -)..-2 sen s-ceee ie 3 103A ..2..@. .sosesac wesdeee a 
Weston Flinn’s Bar.......-..--.- 2 105}. codon dt Left bank... -.. 
Tradewater, Island and Bar..... 1 106 SONce 2 PemteaGayek op 
Caseyville and Coal mines....... 2 TOS bon. oe eer Left bank..... Guerrillas live in vicinity. 
Kentucky Coal mines, Shotwell . 1 LOO Semen Lee mOOsc ocean sak 
Curleweesc nese. Sat SE 1 LlOwies el Bosses Stk. 
Cincinnati Bar and Tow Head... 2 LUD] ere SACI aes ae cert 
Shawneetown Mines, below .... - 5 Ola are Right bank. -. 
Shawneetown, bend and bar.... 6 123 2a ela pee ee 
Rolla [Raleigh] and bar.......... 3 126 30 | Left bank... -. 
Wabash Islands . sone eee = 4 130i. 4 galt eta see areas 
Highland Rocks >. caceen comes eee 4 LSS watch ads eh Se Seckreaee oe 
Umionto wn’ - 02s sweden ko 1 135. bseessie Left bank Very disloyal. 
Mississippi Bend): aac cee se ce 5 140 SO] 3. 38 Sreniarne ; E 
Moot Slim Island. 2. seeeeneeen 2 142 28) 2c eeent ee 
Mount Vernon. ..ssctest ee eee 8 LOO hte sce Right bank.... 
Hayette: Bar ..:: 2. | .aespeeeeerans 2 152 31 |} Right bank.... 
Long’sitanding 22. 2ceeaates = 5 3 155 Pete eC ES eRe is om 
Diamond Island and Bar......... 3 158 ZOU MeN De escekuds 
Weestriramiclin a) osensed stax hale 5 163 al eee Right bank.... 
HendersoniBara.. snes cone ae. 6 169 | ace <ceifscie = cee beet oe 
ELGIEGOUSON ear. « Peon te eee eee 2 Lid}. knee Left bank. .... 
EVanSyilewe owe w.-<\c0 ema en ons 12 Us GIR AR See) Right bank....| Requires watching. 
Mouth Green River.............. 9 102 |gsrexeet|. oS. See 
Three-Mile Island............... 3 195 4 ck Ree eres e ae 
INewburgsio.csnemeeiect once tes 3 LOS nem sae Right bank. 
Scuilletown Bareticces.tsooes oe 2 200 D2) heats ewkieneeek oe 
Foot French Islands............. 8 208 24lek seyret oe 
Head French Islands. ..........- 2 210 i) Bes Rey oy ee 
Jinterprise. .cc.des ser steeeeeceb ees 2 24 Yel ee Right bank.... 
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Tabulated report of Ohio River, ete—Continued. 


Dis- | tance 
Towns, landings, shoals, etc. RanRCoEROR of Banks. Remarks. 


Miles. | Miles. | Inches. 
BTS he ee Left bank....| Very disloyal and smuggle 
goods. 


IO WORSDOTOr cea rhice cee o cacie sok 


ao 


Rockport. 

Grandview. 
Lewisport. . : 
mAnderson’s Baro... <<<. 


Uppy Creek Baran. 53. vcaqes> =< 

Eas 229 occ os... Right bank. . . 
7S) Ml ESRB ESS Right bank... 
236 |.. --| Left bank. .... 


CTONORPONG Fo - o cece 5 pers tom see 1 


ECOINOS PENG hi = Sse eet os Se 
Stephensport, [Ky.]....—...-.-.-. 
Dorbyslandiny See ale 
Ol Crookers te Po an cee hh 


BR RRONN RWW RW 


a 
AWN WwWOIOUAaTanNnNwrer 


Meatekpori=$;,-2200 6". Peek: 
TABOR UTS aoe Sn cine 
RocksHavewsss ts) 6.0. 0G. Tt 


BIGWPAIDANY on. Ord cee heart ane 
mibanys bat? e's 2s 2 eh 
WOGISVANE = Se eee asain ones Y 


ee ee 


ar 
ND 


The Ohio at low water has an average depth of 30 inches over the 
bars, but most are sandy, and not dangerous. 

The majority of the towns and villages on the left bank are dis- 
loyal, and many of those on the right bank below Shawneetown. 
Evansville is a place that needs watching, in consequence of contra- 
band trade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the Commandant, Marine Corps, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting an opinion regarding the necessity 
for and efficiency of marines in connection with the Navy. 


Heapquartrers Marine Corrs, 
Washington, December 1, 1863. 


Sir: In consequence of an effort which I understand is about to 
be repeated at an early day during the ensuing session of Congress, 
viz, to transfer the Marine Corps to the Army as an additional regi- 
ment, I am desirous of obtaining the opinion and wishes of some 
officers of high standing in the Navy. Will you be so good as to 
give me your opinion as to the necessity for and the efficiency of 
marines on shore and afloat in connection with the Navy? Whether 


612 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


they have not generally been effective wherever employed; and if, in 
your opinion, they are not a necessary part of the crew of a vessel of 
war; also if an increase of numbers is not required by the exigencies 
of the service. ‘ 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jno. Harris, 
Colonel, Commandant. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ll. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, explaining 
the movements of the U.S, S, Lexington. 


U. S. Navan Sration, 
Memphis, Tenn., December 1, 1863. 


Sir: Your communication of November 28, referring to the Lex- 
ington’s being ordered from this place, has been received. Had 
Ensign Booby, in charge of the Lexington, informed me upon his 
arrival here, as he has done since the receipt of your communication, 
that the engines of the vessel were in bad condition, and that he 
had positive orders not to leave this place, she never would have 
been ordered from here by me. The written orders shown me were 
for the Lexington to remain here until further orders from you. I 
supposed she was sent here for the protection of the city and vicinity. 
I was called out of bed by two respectable gentlemen, who informed 
me that two steamers had been fired into that afternoon, 40 miles 
above here, and that they had positive information of a plan laid by 
a hundred guerrillas to capture the first steamer that landed at the 
wood yard on Island No. 37, and with the captured steamer to cap- 
ture all boats passing up or down. 

Possessed of this information, and ignorant of your positive orders 
in relation to the Lexington, I should have considered myself dere- 
lict in duty had I not sent the vessel to that point. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram, ] 


SMITHLAND, December 2, 1863. 
Your telegram just received. Have just returned from Nashville. 
Got coal up to Donelson. Expedition about Nashville abandoned 
for the present. Have brought the boats to Clarksville to convoy 
and patrol. All quiet just now. River at a good stage, falling 
slowly. : 
Le Roy Frrcn, 
. , Y 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrnr, Lieutenant-Commander. 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, regarding con- 
dations in the Cumberland River, making reference to abandonment 
of project to send supplies above Nashville. 


U. S. S. Moose, 
Smithland, K’y., December 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just returned from 
Nashville. I took up with me to Donelson two coal barges, partially 
loaded with coal for our use above. 

As the project of sending supplies above Nashville has for the 
present been abandoned, I removed the two boats in waiting there 
below, to partol and convoy above Donelson. 

All is quiet just now along the river. It is reported, though, that 
Wheeler has crossed the Tennessee and is moving in the direction of 
the Cumberland. If this is true, he may give us some trouble. 

I shall watch the river very closely. I will need the Brilliant 
very much in a short time. : 

There are a great many scattering guerrillas between Donelson and 
Clarksville, also some below Donelson. As yet they have not been 
able to do us any damage. 

The river is now at a fine stage for navigation; it is falling again 
to-day. Yesterday there was about 10 feet on the shoals. 

I return to Ingram’s Shoals and Donelson again immediately. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; Le Roy Frircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 
é 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Richardson, U. S. Navy, 
commanding U.S. S. General Sterling Price, of arrival at Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 


U.S. S. Genera STerLine Price, 
Memphis, Tenn., December 2, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that at last I am at Memphis, after 
using all the precautions in my power by sounding, etc., to keep clear 
of the bars. 

The pilots ran the Price upon a wreck (a coal boat) off Point 
Pleasant, which detained us two days. The Omaha, Commercial, 
and Cheeseman assisted us in getting off; they were detained about 
one hour. Having but one pilot that has ever piloted on this upper 
river, we were very fortunate in making a good run by following the 
steamer Julia until night, when we came to, above Fort Pillow. 

The next day, when near Memphis, we ran aground a great distance 
from the channel. I called the steamers Omaha and White Cloud to 
help get us off, but found they could do us no good. I then sent to 
Memphis for a towboat and succeeded in getting off this morning at 
9 o'clock. 

I shall try to get a pilot who knows something about the river; the 
one we have, Mr. Wilson, so far having shown that he was no pilot, 
and I have lost all confidence in him. I trust that this measure 
will meet your approval. 
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The Price is in first-rate order, and in every way, so far, has been 
satisfactory to her officers. 
The object I have in naming the boats that assisted this vessel is, 
that they wished for pay for so doing; they were detained only about 
two hours. I think that men who would ask pay for assistance ren- 
dered to Government boats, should be known.- The captains of the 
Omaha and White Cloud requested me to refer the matter to yourself 
and to give you the time they were detained, which was about one 
hour. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. Ricuarpson, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding operations 
in the Tennessee River and conditions in the lower Mississippi. 


No. 221.] ’ Misstsstppt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 2, 1863. 

Sir: In the operations lately carried on up the Tennessee and 
Cumberland rivers, the gunboats have been extremely active and 
have achieved with perfect success all that was desired or required 
of them. As soon as I heard of General Sherman’s move from 
Memphis for Corinth, I commenced assembling the most suitable ves- 
sels at the mouths of the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. The 
water was very low in the Ohio, and Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy 
Fitch was obliged to force his vessels drawing 30 inches over bars 
where there were only 26 inches of water. He succeeded in getting 
over (though with some damage to the vessels) in time to convoy 
any transports that might be ready, and despite the guerrillas on the 
banks, has taken through safely all the steamers and stores so much 
needed by our army. 

A fortunate rise of water enabled me to get the gunboats under 
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps up the Tennessee as far as Eastport, 
a few hours after General Sherman arrived at Iuka. 

With the help of our barges, General Sherman’s troops were all 
ferried over in an incredibly short time by the gunboats, and he 
was enabled to bring his formidable corps into action in the late 
battle at Chattanooga, which has resulted so gloriously for our arms. 

Later we got the transports all up with provisions, and have held 
Eastport and thereabouts, threatening any party that might attempt 
to cut our communications. 

I have just received a telegraph from General Grant, desiring that 
Kastport should be evacuated and the troops conveyed to Columbus, 
Ky. I have made all the necessary arrangements for this move, and 
16 transports left Paducah to-day at 4 o’clock to bring down the 
troops. I have been obliged to employ 18 gunboats on this duty 
(which has weakened other points), and now will be able to dispense 
with some of them, and employ them elsewhere to great advantage. 
The rebels are evidently making a move toward the river, on both 
sides, with numerous artillery to carry out their plan of stopping 
transportation. They attacked the gunboat Signal a few days ago 
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with six pieces of artillery, and after a smart fight wounded 5 
of her men, puting 8 shots through and through her. The Choctaw 
opened on them and soon drove them away, since which time they 
have not been heard from. 

Having so few troops on the river at this moment emboldens the 
guerrillas, and they are assembling about Port Hudson evidently 
with the intention of getting into it again if they can. 

I would earnestly recommend that every large gun be dismounted 
from that place; they are of no use there, and are in the same posi- 
tion they occupied when the fort capitulated, commanding the water 
only. I will promise that the gunboats will keep all field batteries 
at a respectful distance, but with the small garrison at Port Hudson, 
an energetic enemy might get possession, and we would for a time 
be blocked again, though it would be for a short time. 

Port Hudson is the only place on the river where the rebels would 
have a chance of success. A surprise is feasible, and the only way 
to prevent it is to move the guns, which only command the water, 
when no foes can be expected. 

General Sherman recommended me to urge upon General Banks 
the propriety of pursuing this course, but as he is not within reach, I 
earnestly recommend it to the Department. 

With the water a little higher, and some more gunboats below, we 
will make the banks of the river uncomfortable for field artillerists. 

Now, that General Banks has gone to Texas with a majority of the 
troops, the entire length of the river, with the exception of points 
garrisoned by our troops, is open to the raids of the guerrillas, and 
between Natchez and Port Hudson, on both sides, there are assembling 
now about 25,000 men, with 30 or 40 pieces of artillery, the deserters 
say 75 pieces, and Lieutenant-Commander Foster reports 75 pieces 
between Red River and Bayou Sara. The latter report I have no 
confidence in, but am sure that the rebels will make a bold push, in 
the absence of so many troops, to get. possession of this river again. 

I am sure they meditate an attack on Columbus. : 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Rear-Admird Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report 
from the Second District regarding Confederate movements im 
Louisiana. 


No. 225.] Mississippr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 2, 1863. 


Sir: Knowing that all movements of the rebels and accounts of 
their situation are interesting to the Department, I have the honor 
to enclose herewith a letter received from Lieutenant-Commander 
James P. Foster, commanding U. S. S. Lafayette. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 


Hon. Ginzon WELLES, Rear-Admirdl. 


Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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[Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Larayerrz, Orr Bayou Sara, La., 
November 22, 1863. 


Sir: I have just had an interview with a scout, known as Colonel 
Carpenter, chief of the Jessie Scouts, who has escaped from Shreve- 
port, La., and brings information to the 16th October, which I deem 
important and transmit to you. 

The entire rebel force south of Arkansas is now between Bayou 
Sara and Shreveport, under the command of Kirby Smith (with 
Generals Mouton, Taylor, and Green; Majors, Maxey and Walker, 
commanders of brigades or divisions), amounting to about 25,000 
men, with 42 pieces of artillery. 

There are 500 men at Shreveport and 7,000 negroes working on 
fortifications; they have already 20 guns mounted. 

The fortifications are in the bend of the river, and they have 125 
rowboats, capable of carrying from 15 to 20 men each, and a pontoon 
bridge over the river. 

From a deserter who came on board at the mouth of Red River, I 
Jearn that the forces in that immediate vicinity are now in command 
of Generals Mouton and Walker, and number about 6,000. General 
Dick Taylor had been in command, but is now gone toward Ber- 
wick Bay. This deserter reports great dissatisfaction in the rebel army. 

Since writing the above, 2 deserters and 2 prisoners have come in. 
They give little that is new, but corroborate Colonel Carpenter’s 
statement, with the exception of the number of men the rebels have 
in the West. They give a conversation of Governor Moore, as put- 
ting the effective force of the rebels west of the river at less than 
10,000. These men give very strong evidence of the destitution of 
the army and the disaffection of the men, and think it will greatly 
impair its efficiency. 

I am, very respectfwlly, your obedient servant, 
James P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 2d District. 


Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
attempt to secure machinery from wrecked steamers below Mem- 
phis. 

U.S. Nava Srarion, 
Memphis, Tenn., December 2, 1863. 
Str: In obedience to your order of November 28, I sent the Zew- 
ington with an empty coal barge down to the wrecked steamers below 
the city to obtain their machinery. She has returned, and the com- 

manding officer reports the machinery all under water, and it is im- 

possible to get at it at present. 
The General Price has just arrived here from Cairo. The Wélson 

has also arrived with empty barges, bound up. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, Lieutenant-Commander. 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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(Telegram. ] 


Cairo, [ Int.], December 3, 1863. 
General Sherman telegraphs from Odin, [Ill.], that he will be 
here to-night. I have detailed the Pansy to take him up. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant Station. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


Report of Acting Master Marshall, U. S. Navy, regarding operations 
of a Confederate force near Tiptonville, Tenn. 


U. S. Gunsoat New Era, 
Mississippi Squadron, December 3, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report to you that I had information on 
the afternoon of December 2 of Colonel Street’s (rebel) command 
being in the bend near Tiptonville, conscripting and taking horses, 
mules, and cattle. I immediately went down below Tiptonville and 
threw shell along a road where they must go, but with what effect 
I can not say, but thinking it might drive them back from the river 
at all events. i 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. MarsHA.., 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander 8S. Lepyarp Puetps, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding 6th and 7th Divisions, Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, for the restriction of illegal trade at 
Natchez. 

MississipP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 4, 1863. 

Sir: I am under the impression that Messrs. Scott & Co. are trad- 
ing to Natchez and shipping goods there on a permit I once gave 
them to supply the navy vessels solely with stores. You will take 
such steps as you may deem necessary to find out all about this, and 
if any goods, stores, merchandise, or anything has been shipped and 
landed at Natchez on any supposed permit of mine, or for the pre- 
tended use of the navy, it is contraband, and you will take the proper 
steps to have it seized. 

I have no idea, after the kindness I showed these men, to allow 
the navy to be made a catspaw for defrauding the revenue and 
feeding rebels, which is about the amount of the business. Please 
find out if these people are not engaged in speculating in cotton. I 
am disposed to think they are carrying on a big business and making 
more money than they have a right to. 

I may be doing them injustice, but I don’t fancy the way they do 
things. 
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It seems to me our dispatch boats take down more private stores 
than we can use in the squadron semimonthly. Will you ascertain if 
stores of any kind are landed at Natchez from the dispatch vessels? 
There is so much chance to make money in that way that the tempta- 
tion to take advantage of it may be too strong for ordinary honesty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron, Natchez, Miss. 


General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, regarding pilots. 


GENERAL ORDER, U. S. Mississtppr SquaprRon, 
No. 183. } Fuacsuie Buack Hawk, 
Cairo, Ill., December 4, 1863. 
The efficiency of pilots in the ironclads being much impaired by 
remaining so long inactive, the commanders will send them down 
river in the dispatch boats, leaving one pilot on board; or change 
them every now and then to a light-draft that is moving about. 
Their accounts are always to remain on board the vessels to which 
they belong, and their names are to be sent in on the monthly return, 
only stating what vessel they have been temporarily exchanged to. 
The commanders of districts will attend to this. The object is to 
give the pilots change and let them know the river. 
; Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdq. Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Adméral Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, regarding the detail of eight ensigns to command light-drafts 
intended for the West Gulf Squadron. 


Navy DrparrMeEnt, December 4, 1863. 

Sir: Yours of the 27th ultimo (No. 217) is received. 

Kight acting ensigns have been detailed to report to you for the 
command of the light-draft vessels. 

The Department desires that you will furnish the engineers if 
possible. A small crew for each can take the vessels to the Western 
Gulf Blockading Squadron and deliver them to Commodore Bell at 
New Orleans, where they can rejoin your command. If this can be 
accomplished, you can send them down as fast as ready, and notify 
Commodore Bell, making the necessary transfers. 

Very respectfully, 
GiproN WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Couthouy, U. 8. Navy, com- 
manding U.S. 8. Osage, regarding vessels boarded. 


U. S. S. Osage, 
Off Point Pleasant, December 6, 1868. 

Sir: I have the honor, in obedience to your General Order No. 111, 
to report that since its receipt the following steamers have been 
boarded by me, viz: 

November 11, 11:20 a. m—Yankee, bound down, to put on board 
dispatches for the commanding officer of this (third) district, and 
also, by free consent of her captain, to put on board for passage to 
the U. S. S. Choctaw three deserters from the rebel forces near 
Alexandria. 

November 19, 11 p. m.—Zocket, bound up, to learn the cause of 
Tey firing heard on the afternoon previous in the direction of Red 

iver. 

December 2, 8:20 a. m— Sultana, bound up, to put on board letters 
received for officers of this ship at U. S. naval hospital, Memphis, 
and procure, at request of the acting assistant surgeon, a bottle of 
whisky to bathe the back of Acting Assistant Paymaster John R. 
Bowler, severely injured by a fall through slipping on our icy deck. 

December 4, 5 p. m.—A/lbert Pearce, bound down, to enquire what 
she was doing tied up to the bank without any gunboat in sight, and 
assist in towing her off, she having, as it proved, got aground while 
wooding. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jos. P. CourHovuy, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porrsr, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding U. 8. Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Rattler, to return to station off Rodney, Miss. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, December 5, 1863. 
Sir: Return to your station off Rodney, starting at daylight to- 
morrow. As you pass the Curlew, direct Captain O’Neill to come 
down here on Monday afternon; he will return on Wednesday. Un- 
til that time look out for his beat in addition to your own. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Mississippi River. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Lanrne, 
Commanding U.S. S. Rattler. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Rat- 
tler, regarding cruising ground. 

U.S. S. Benton, 


Off Natchez, December 6, 1863. 


Sm: Your beat in future will be from Grand Gulf to 5 miles below 
Rodney, making Rodney your principal station. 
You will please tell Captain O’Neill, of the Curlew, to come to 
Natchez to-night with his vessel. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdgq. 4th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. Lan1ne, 
Commanding U.S. S. Rattler. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8S. 8S. 
Forest Rose, regarding station. 

U.S. S. Benton, 


Off Natchez, December 6, 1863. 


Sir: Your beat in future will be from 5 miles below Rodney to 
the bend above Natchez, making Cole’s Creek Point your principal 
station. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 

Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Mississipi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. WrieHt, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Forest Rose. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. 8S. Navy, regarding 
affairs in and about Red River. 


U.S. S. Cuoctaw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, December 7, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of the 18th ultimo. 

I have had the negroes cutting wood, and for some time made the 
tinclads go without any coal. I was obliged to send the negroes 
away, as it 1s not safe to keep them on the bank now. 

The people on the river who have wood have no teams to haul it 
to the bank, so that now we are using coal alone. For three weeks I 
had to convoy every vessel that went down the river, which, of 
course, used a great deal of coal. I have now 8,000 bushels on hand, 
which will not last long, however, as all the vessels in the district 
will have to coal within ten days. 

The rebels have left the bend below my anchorage, but I received 
information last night that they had cut a road on the Mississippi 
side, which comes into the river about 3 miles this side of Fort 
Adams, and intended bringing field batteries in to fire at transports. 
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I learn from deserters and refugees that two chains have been 
stretched across the mouth of the Atchafalaya, and a field battery is 
stationed there. 

Fort De Russy is being rebuilt and piles are to be driven in Red 
River just below the fort, and a raft placed across it. As far as I 
can learn there are no heavy guns as yet this side of Alexandria. 

T enclose a sketch of the fortifications around Shreveport, made by 
Colonel Carpenter, an escaped prisoner. 

There are now 7 feet of water on the bar at the mouth of Red 
River, which makes about 24 feet on the bar near the head of the 
island. The current is setting up Red River. In my communication 
of the 23d ultimo, I stated there was 9 feet at the mouth. 

The pilot has since informed me that he made a mistake in report- 
ing to me, as there was only 7 feet. 

If you can spare the Lewington, I should like very much to have 
her down here. The Champion’s boilers are in a very bad state, and 
she ought to have a new deck. 

I should send her up to Skipwith’s Landing immediately, but 
Captain Birch informed me that the blacksmith shop was going 
up the river to repair the Lastport. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


The Mississippi has risen 2 feet 9 inches at this place in four days. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pearce, U. S. Navy, 
commanding U. 8. S. Fort Hindman, of Ellis Cliffs, Miss. 


U.S. S. Forr Hinpman, 
Off Ellis Cliffs, December 7, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General 
Orders 128, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 130, and 131, also a circular from 
the Bureau of Ordnance and three books (in pamphlet form) of 
internal rules and regulations of this fleet; also a communication in 
[as] regards pilots, and your order to forward the body servant of Dr. 
Mercer, which I have not yet complied with, as at present I have no 
communication with Dr. Mercer’s place, on account of the guerrillas, 
which has been reported to me by the negroes from shore. Last even- 
ing two negroes came on board from shore and reported the rebels 
being up at the plantation, conscripting all the men, and the negroes 
said they heard them say they were going to plant their battery on 
the cliffs. They say there are about 300 of them. However, I am on 
the lookout for them, and I am prepared to give them a warm recep- 
tion when they show themselves. As soon as I can possibly do so I 
will send for that negro and forward him as per your order. 

On the 4th instant, I boarded the steamer Continental, bound up, 
for the purpose of putting on board a Mr. Foster, who has leased a 
plantation below here, and he came on board her to get transporta- 
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tion up to Natchez, as steamboats will not stop along the bank. On 
the same day I boarded the steamer Albert Pearce, bound down, for 
the purpose of sending a dispatch to Captain Ramsay. 

General Order No. 129 was not among the orders I received from 
you, and have not as yet received it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN PEARCE, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


This morning I boarded the steamer Atlantic, for the purpose of 
sending a dispatch to Captain Ramsay. 


General report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding Fifth District. 


U.S. S. LouIsvite, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, December |[7?), 1863. 

Sir: I arrived here by the General Lyon, finding the Mound City 
still undergoing repairs. She will soon be ready. 

The court-martial you ordered will finish the business before it 
to-morrow. Since I left, this point has been made a permanent mili- 
tary post, under command of Colonel Osband. The majority of the 
troops are negroes. Owing to the great quantity of drift in the river 
I have had the shops taken to the bank again. ‘The coal that was left 
here by the V. F. Wilson was taken down the river by the Cham- 
pion No. &. 

There is not one bushel of coal in the district, and but few vessels 
have a week’s supply on hand. This vessel is entirely out, getting 
coal from other vessels to use in the cooking and warming stoves. 
The /ke Hamnvtt has just arrived with three large barges of coal, 
one of which I have detained for reasons assigned above, which I 
hope will receive your approval. 

Twelve refugees and deserters, with their arms, 8 double-barreled 
and 1 single-barreled gun, 1 Enfield and 1 Remington rifle, came in 
at Greenville and delivered themselves up to the Bragg. The men, 
horses, and mules were brought down to this post in the steamer 
Metropolitan, and the arms were brought down in the Bragg and 
delivered to me. As the men are refugees and are anxious of ever 
remaining in our lines and fulfilling the obligations of the law, I 
will return their property to them, except the Enfield and Reming- 
ton rifles, as on a former occasion, which met with your approval. | 

Three contrabands also came to the Bragg on mules, the property 
of one Courtney, a rebel. The three mules I will send up in the 
General Lyon, 

The Bragg has gone down the river. Owing to the scarcity of 
coal, the want of barges, and my being employed on the court-martial, 
I have made no movements toward getting chains under the sunken 
tug in the Yazoo. Owing to the great rise here, she must be lying 
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in 40 feet of water, as she was in 24 feet in dead low water in No- 
vember. 

The Sampson is coaling for the purpose of going to the Eastport 
at Island No. 65. Guerrillas still hover about on both sides of the 
river from Egg’s Point to Napoleon. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Dominy reported for command of the General Bragg. The Bragg 
having gone south, I gave him permission to go to the Vew National, 
having all his mess stores, etc., with him. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Sth District. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


P. S.—I do not remember if you told me to send your tugboat up 
or keep her here until you came down. 
Respectfully, Haw 0; 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


[Endorsement. ] 


When arms are brought in any amount, they must be taken away 
from the refugees. These refugees are nothing more than guerrillas, 
who are likely intent on capturing some boats. Do not send any 
of these prisoners up unless they are few in number. Examine all 
such for papers, arms, and take every precaution that they have no 
chance to commit mischief. Do not send any in the dispatch boat. 


D. D. Porter. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the acceptance 
of the rams building at New Albany, Ind., intended for the Marine 
Brigade. 


No. 230. ] MisstIssIPpPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 7, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have taken possession 
of the two rams at New Albany, and with your permission will name 
one of them the Avenger, the other the Vindicator. 

The contract having been made, they will be completed under the 
directions of Captain Brooks, U. S. Army, who is superintending 
them, making such alterations as will render them efficient as vessels 
of war. Either of them will sink anything they may run into, no 
matter how strong; and no doubt they will be very serviceable vessels. 

The contract is $85,000, paid from the money saved from the outfit 
of the Marine Brigade. Quartermaster-General Meigs has given the 
necessary orders for their delivery and equipment. 

iatree the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, _ 
Rear-Admird. 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Instructions from. General Halleck, U. 8. Army, to Major-General 
Banks, U. S. Army, regarding cooperation of the Navy. 


WasuinerTon, D. C., December 7, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have just received your letter oe November 18, “ off 
Aransas Pass.” * * 

In regard to the gunboats for your department, we must rely upon 
the navy. Admiral Porter has been requested to give you all pos- 
sible assistance in this matter. You may not be aware that by a 
jaw of last Congress, the building, purchasing, and commanding 
gunboats are placed exclusively under the Navy Department. I will 
again ask that admirals commanding in the Gulf and in the Missis- 
sippi be directed to cooperate with you and render you all the aid 
in their power. You will also communicate with them, asking their 
assistance In any way you desire. * * *, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 

Major-General Banks, 

Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting informa- 
tion regarding affairs in the lower Mississippi, including Confed- 
erate attacks on steamers Henry Von Phul, December 8, Brazil, 
December 11, and attempted destruction of the Indianola, Decem- 
ber 11, 1863. 


No. 259. | Mississtppr1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 31, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of communications 
from Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, Lieutenant-Comman- 
der James P. Foster, and Acting Ensign E. F. Brooks, in relation to 
the state of affairs on the lower Mississippi, and remain, sir, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, W dahananen: Dir 


{Enclosures. } 


U.S. S. Ben TON, 
Of Natchez, rere 22, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that since my last report the 
rebels have fired upon one boat in my district, viz, the eh fees on the 
11th instant, from the Mississippi side in Rodney Bend ; 2 women were 
killed and 4 men w ounded. The men firing belonged to Wirt Adams’ 
force, and had 4 guns, in addition to muskets. 
The Rattler went immediately to the point and drove the rebels off, 
they not firing a shot at her. 
On the 11th instant a force of 60 rebels, under a Major Bradford, 
came in to attempt to destroy the Zndianola. The Carondelet opened 
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fire on them and drove them off. Acting Master Gipson, hearing that 
the rebels were coming back, went on shore with 30 men; the rebels 
were there again, but on his approach retreated without firing a gun. 
There are now some negro soldiers stationed at Davis’s place. 

In a letter found in a captured mail there were some statements 
about the intention of the rebel naval authorities at Mobile to attack 
the blockading vessels in a few days. I immediately sent the letter 
to the officer commanding the U. S. naval forces at New Orleans. 

Colonel Higgins is now a brigadier-general, and is in command of 
Fort Morgan and the water defenses of Mobile. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
James A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Dav D. Ports, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


U.S. 8. Larayerre, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., December 22, 1863. 

Sir: I send you the reports of Acting Ensign E. F. Brooks, in the 
command of the Veosho, and William P. Lee, acting ensign, com- 
manding U.S. S. Signal, of the 10th instant, in relation to what was 
done in regard to the firing into the Vow Phul. I can not approve of 
the course these vessels pursued upon their return, inasmuch as they 
did not see an enemy to fire at, but shelled the banks where the enemy 
was last seen. My orders have been explicit to the officers of my 
command not to fire without seeing an enemy. 

From the above reports you will see what was done on the occasion. 

The Von Phul was first fired into within sight of this vessel, and 
upon my arriving at the scene of action I was met at all points with 
flags of truce, and the enemy had withdrawn their batteries. I noti- 
fied them that upon a repetition of such an occurrence I would de- 
stroy every house in the neighborhood if I was not promptly informed 
when the enemy was in the neighborhood. 

Tan, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
James P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 2d Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


[Subenclosures. ] 


U.S. S. Nreosno, 
Of Bayou Sara, La., December 12, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report: 

At 2:30 p. m. December 8, the steamer Von Phul came alongside 
(at our anchorage off Morganza) and reported she had been fired into 
by a rebel battery 5 miles below that point, killing the captain and 
mortally wounding the barkeeper. At 4:25 got underway and 
steamed up the river, having in convoy the steamer Von Phil. When 
about 3 miles above Morganza the rebels opened on the steamer with 
four pieces of artillery, 12-pounder smoothbores and 20-pounder 
rifled guns. She was struck twenty times, three of the shot passing 
through her hull below the water line, one cutting off her supply 
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pipe, another penetrating her port boiler. I opened on the battery 
immediately and silenced it, after firing fifteen rounds, one from the 
howitzer, and fourteen from the great guns. I have since ascer- 
_ tained from a reliable source that the rebel loss was 5 killed and 
several wounded. After driving the battery from the levee, I pro- 
ceeded up the river to the assistance of the disabled steamer and 
found her tied up to the opposite bank. 

The steamer Atlantic, Captain Harry McDougal, on her way to 
New Orleans, finding the Von Phul in a disabled condition, layed 
alongside and made fast to her. Every credit is due to Captain 
McDougal, who, on learning that the rebels were seen to limber up 
their pieces and start up stream, generously volunteered to tow the 
disabled boat to Red River, and at the risk of his own boat afforded 
protection to the Von Phul and her passengers. 

The ladies, for better safety, were received on board the Veosho. 
I am happy to state that both boats, convoyed by the Veosho, reached 
the mouth of Red River without further interruption. M. A. 
Miller, surgeon of the Veosho, was sent on board of the Von Phul and 
accompanied her to Red River; he reported to me the following list 
of casualties as occurring on board, viz: Killed, Captain Gorman; 
mortally wounded, Murray, barkeeper (since dead), and deck hand 
(name unknown) severely wounded; deck hand (name unknown) 
thigh amputated (since dead) ; Hamlin (of St. Louis), and two other 
passengers. Slightly wounded four other passengers. At 9:20 
a. m., December 9, got underway and steamed down the river in 
company with the U.S. S. Signal, convoying the following boats, viz: 
Atlantic, John J. Roe, Diligent, and Sunshine. When off the point 
where rebel battery was stationed, we commenced shelling the shore 
ane kept it up until we had passed the rebel position of the day 

ore. 

Leaving the Szgnal at Morganza I proceeded with convoy to report 
to you at this point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. F. Brooxs, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding Pro tem. 

Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster, 

Commanding Second District, Mississippi Squadron. 


U.S. S. Stenat, December 10, 1863. 
Sir: Several transports having been fired into and the Von Phul 
disabled at Morganza [Morgan] Bend, I, in company with the 
Neosho, got underway and convoyed the Atlantic, Sunshine, and one 
or two other boats, as far as the foot of Morganza [Morgan] Bend. 
When in sight of the head of the bend, I opened fire with my bow 
guns and when in range I opened with my starboard after battery, 
firing altogether 64 rounds, 
We received no fire from the enemy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Wa. P. Les, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jamrs P. Fosrer, 
Commanding Second District, Mississippi Squadron. 
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, re- 
questing that the removal of guns from. Port Hudson be ordered. 


Navy Deparrment, December 8, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose herewith an extract * from a dis- 
patch dated the 2d instant, received from Rear-Admiral Porter, rela- 
tive to rebel movements in the vicinity of Port Hudson. As the guns 
to which Rear-Admiral Porter refers appear to be of no use except 
against vessels passing up and down the river, and would give us 
much trouble if in the hands of the rebels, I earnestly request that 

an order may be given for their removal. 
Very respectfully, ete., Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Hon. E. M. Sranron, 
Secretary of War. 


Report of Acting Master Sells, U. S. Navy, regarding the completion 
of vessels under construction at Cincinnati. 


U.S. Recetvine. Sure Grampus, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, December 8, 1863. 

Sir: Your order of the 5th instant was received by this morning’s 
mail, since which time I have ascertained that the U. S. S. Nyanza 
can not be ready to leave here before, probably, Saturday morning, 
and the Stockdale, Tuesday or Wednesday of next week. I will use 
every exertion to secure their early departure. 

The Vyanza will go to Cairo in command of Acting Master Charles 
Thatcher. Mr. Ross will pilot her. I will be able to furnish men 
from the receiving ship. She already has her complement of engi- 
neers. 

The Stockdale will leave at the earliest possible moment, say Tues- 
day or Wednesday of next week, in command of Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Benj. W. Loring, piloted by Joseph McCammant. The 
Stockdale has first, second, and third assistant engineers, and I will 
furnish men sufficient to take her to Cairo. 

I can not now give you any definite time when you may expect 
other boats, but will take speedy measures to ascertain and report 
[to] you. : ; 

No effort upon my part will be unemployed in hastening the boats 
to Cairo as soon as completed by the contractor. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Exigau SELLS, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


* See p. 615. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, commanding 
Fourth District, referring to the presence of Confederate forces at 
at Waterproof, La., and Natchez, Miss. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, December 8, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that since my last report the 
rebels have appeared in the vicinity of Waterproof, La., and have 
fired upon the Welcome and Fanny. The latter vessel had three men 
wounded. Convoy was afforded to all passing steamers as long as the 
danger existed. 

General Wirt Adams, with a force of 2,000 men, has been threaten- 
ing Natchez. Information to that effect was furnished General 
Gresham (who was on board boats, ready to act when needed) by 
Captain Hoel, of the Pittsburg. He came at once to this point, and 
has driven the rebels off. 

The fattler is patrolling between Grand Gulf and a point 5 miles 
below Rodney, making Rodney her principal station. 

The Forest Rose between a point 5 miles below Rodney and the 
bend above Natchez, making Cole’s Creek Point [Cole’s Point] her 
principal station. 

The tug ern is almost useless for want of a propeller; there is but 
one blade left on the one she has. I have sent a requisition for one 
to Captain Pennock. 

Enclosed I send you copies of two orders which I have given to the 
commanders of vessels in this district. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 


P.S.—The Forest Rose captured a lieutenant and a mail last night 
near St. Joseph. There was nothing in the mail. 
Jas. A. GREER. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Second District, regarding Confederate operations. 


U. S. S. Larayerte, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., December 8, 1863. 

Sir: Since my last letter to you, very little change has taken place 
in the movements of the rebels. General Dick Taylor moved part of 
his force back into the country to Rossdale [Rosedale], where they 
are now encamped. The river banks are still infested by guerrillas, 
but they have not fired into any vessels within the last week, and 
have not used any artillery since the attack upon the Black Hawk. 
Generals Walker and Mouton are opposite Bayou Sara, about 6 miles 
from where I am now anchored, and I have just learned have a force 
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of 8,000 or 10,000 men felling timber, and have stopped all communi- 
cation with their lines. I suppose their object is to build rafts or 
scows to cross the river with. Iam closely watching their movements 
and do not think they can make an attempt to cross without my being 
informed of it. 

I am told by a very good Union lady that 15 pieces of artillery 
left Walker’s command on the 6th instant for the purpose of fortify- 
ing some point on the river between Morganza and Red River. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Fosrer, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 2d Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
movement of private freight in the Cumberland River. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Fort Donelson, December 9, 1863. 

Sir: I moved up here to-day with the three boats carrying private 
freight, as I had no other boat to send with them. 

According to your telegram to the masters of them, I overhauled 
their papers. Two of them had some small packages for the garrison 
or sutler at Hopkinsville. Thinking it would meet your approval, 
I overhauled them and permitted them to be landed. The rest of 
the freight for Canton and other points I would not permit to be 
landed, but made them take it on to Nashville with them. 

There are quite a number of boats at St. Louis, Cairo, and other 
points, loading for this river on private account. I shall, of course, 
stop them all till further orders from you. I have sent notice to that 
effect to Cincinnati and Louisville, and would respectfully suggest 
that shippers in Cairo and St. Louis also be notified that they may 
not send steamers to this river loaded, if it is your intention to stop 
them permanently. ; 

I would respectfully ask if, by your telegram of the 5th, it was 
your intention to modify your letter of instructions to me and per- 
mit private vessels to carry through freight to Nashville under our 
convoy, or whether it was only private or special permit granted to 
the three boats above mentioned. 

If you conclude to permit boats to run through to Nashville with 
private freight, I would suggest that Clarksville also be included, 
as it is a military post and garrisoned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LeRoy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississipp: Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
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Letter from Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8S. Navy, regarding method of safe and prompt move- 
ment of Army supplies to Nashvile, Tenn. 


Hoagrs. Miuirary Division or THE Mississippi, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., December 9, 1863. 


ApmiraL: During the season of navigation on the Tennessee River, 
T am anxious to get to Nashville a very large supply of provisions, 
forage, and quartermaster stores. To do this it is highly important 
that full protection should be given transports, and at the same 
time that they should not be delayed. I do not know the best way 
to accomplish both these objects, but believe the course you are pur- 
suing on the Mississippi River the most advisable; that is, to divide 
the river into beats and each boat to patrol its beat every day. Boats, 
I think, would then be safe in passing without convoy. I do not 
think any regular boat will be required below Fort Donelson. 
Colonel Parsons, of the Quartermaster Department, will deliver 
this in person, and consult with you in this matter. 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 
U. S. Grant, 
Major-General. 


Admiral D. D. Portrr, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron. — 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
need of additional howitzers for the vessels of his command. 


U. S. S. Moossg, 
Smithland, December 10, 1863. 

Str: I would respectfully state that I have ordered the Springfield 
down here to do guard duty, so that I can go above. : 

There are a great many small squads of guerrillas now hovering 
along the river, and collecting. We shall have trouble soon again. 
This is why I am anxious about the two additional howitzers for the 
boats, that I may be able to follow them up. 

T need the Brilliant very much, as I have to leave one boat here as 
guard boat to stop private steamers, and have a great number of 
boats to send through, carrying Government freight. I hope you 
will send her up at the earliest possible moment. ; 

The river is getting down pretty low again, but will not probably 
remain so over a week, if that long. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrmr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
gathering of evidence against the steamer Duke as giving aid to 
Confederates. 

U.S. S. Mooss, 
Fort Donelson, December 10, 1868. 

Sir: I have just learned that there has been sufficient evidence 
gathered to implicate the steamer Duke in the crossing of the guer- 
rillas spoken of in my letter of November 27. There were two other 
boats over the bar with the Duke at anchor off Canton. Some of the 
citizens of Canton went down to them and told them that the guer- 
rillas might strike to cross the river there before morning, and that 
they had better move away. The other two boats at once dropped 
back to the head of the shoals and in sight of the Victory and waited 
till I came up. The Duke instead of dropping back with them re- 
mained and was ready to help the guerrillas over. 

I was told this morning that the captain, clerk, and mate of the 
Duke are now under arrest in Nashville, and that the authorities have 
taken possession of the boat. 

Had the captains of either of the other two boats told me this at 
the time, I would have seized the Duke at once, instead of taking her 
on up to Nashville. 

T shall take good care not to listen to any of their cock and bull 
stories in future. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frron, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Iu. 


{[ Telegram. ] 


Navy Derarrment, December 11, 1863. 
The Secretary approves the arrangement you propose. Heap will 
leave shortly. 
Ges V ee Oss 
Assistant Secretary. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lu. 


Letter from General Halleck, U. S. Army, to Major-General Banks, 
U.S. Army, regarding the removal of guns from Port Hudson to 
New Orleans. 

Wasuineron, D. C., December 11, 1863. 
GenerRAL: I enclose herewith a copy of memorandum from the 

Navy Department to the Secretary of War in regard to guns left 

at Port Hudson. 
In my dispatch to you of August 24 it was directed that the forti- 

fications at New Orleans should be supplied by removing to that 
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place the heavy ordnance at Port Hudson and Vicksburg. It ap- 
pears from Admiral Porter’s dispatch that this has not been done, 
and that there is danger of the water batteries at Port Hudson falling 
into the hands of the enemy. Major-General Reynolds has been 
directed, in your absence, to remove these water batteries to New 
Orleans. As we control the waters of the Mississippi River, we re- 
quire only land batteries on its banks between New Orleans and 
Memphis, especially in places which are liable to fall into rebel 
hramdsviaee * ie 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. Hatiecr, 
General-in-Chief. 
Major-General Banks, 
Commanding Department of the Gulf. 


Order of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Goudy, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Ensign Thomas, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Robb, to pro- 
ceed to Mound City, Ll. 

U.S. S. Tawan, 
Off Paducah, Ky., December 12, 1862. 
Sm: You will proceed without delay with the vessel under your 
command to Mound City and report to David D. Porter, rear- 
admiral, commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
Your obedient servant, 
Jason Goupy, 
Commanding Tawah. 
Acting Ensign Luoyp THomas, 
Commanding U. S. S. Robb. 


Letter from Major-General Hurlbut, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding John Turner, having information 
of sunken craft in the Yazoo River. 


Heapquarters SIXTEENTH ARMy Corps, 
Memphis, December 12, 1863. 
Apmirau: I send you the bearer, John Turner, who has informa- 
tion in relation to the sunken craft in the Yazoo. He seems intelli- 
gent and, I think, is honest. 
Your obedient servant, S. A. Hurisvt, 
Major-General. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter. 


[ Enclosure. ] 


This is to certify that I was on the Yazoo River in the capacity of 
naval constructor at the time of the evacuation of that place by the 
Confederates, and that I was ordered by Captain Brown, of the 
Navy, to sink all of the transports on the Yazoo River, to the best 
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of my knowledge, so that they could be raised again if the place was 
ever in possession of that force again, and I do know the place 
where every boat was sunk and how they [were] scuttled. 


JOHN TURNER. 


Order of the President of the United States giving protection and 
safe conduct to Hon. 8. L. Casey, of Kentucky, from Cairo, Ill, 
to the Red River. 

Executive Mansion, 

: Washington, December 14, 1863. 

- All military and naval commanders will please give to the Hon. 

Samuel L. Casey, of Kentucky, with any number of inferior stern- 

wheel steamboats, not exceeding three, taking in tow any number of 

barges, scows, flats, and the hke, not having steam power, which 
they may be able to take without money and without cargoes out- 
going, and only with crews to navigate the whole, and necessary 
provisions for himself and said crews, protection and safe conduct 
from Cairo to Red River, and up said river and its tributaries till 
he shall pass beyond our military lines; and also give him such pro- 
tection and safe conduct on his return to our lines back to Cairo with 
any cargoes he may bring, and on his safe return from beyond our 
lines with said boats and tows, allow him to report once or twice, if 
he shall desire. 

A. LIncoun. 
[Endorsement No. 1.] 


All naval officers will respect this order, and carry out the wishes 
of the President as far as it 1s in their power to do so. 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


[Endorsement No. 2.] 


Granp Ecorg, April 19, 1864. 
Officers and soldiers of the Army of the United States in the 
Department of the Gulf will respect the orders of the President and 
carry out his wishes. They will not molest the boats on Red River 
used in accordance with privileges within stated. 
N. P. Banks, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Report of Acting Ensign O'Neill, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Curlew, regarding assistance rendered to steamer Lady Pike. 


U.S. S. Curtew, December 14, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report to you that early this morning on 
my upward trip, at Brigley’s [Brinkley] Bar, I was hailed by the 
steamer Lady Pike, which was aground, asking assistance. Not cer- 
tainly knowing whether it was my duty or not to aid him, I spent 
an hour in attempting to pull him off. During the effort I lost the 
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anchor and about 10 fathoms of chain belonging to this vessel in 
the river. I made out a bill for them, thinking that it was but right 

that the Government should be reimbursed for the loss, which was 
promptly paid. 
The amount, $134, is now in my possession, awaiting your orders. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. O’Ne1, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding, U.S. S. Curlew. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ll. 


[Endorsement. ] 


It is always your duty to help any vessel in distress, and not your 
duty to charge them for any loss your vessel may sustain. You have 
not had General Order No. —, or you would understand your duty 
better. Return the money you have for the anchor, that I may return 
it to the owner. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
necessity for his presence between Port Hudson and Red River, in 
view of the presence of Confederate troops. 


U. S. S. Larayerte, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., December 14, 1863. 

Str: The /ke Hammitt has just arrived and delivered to me a coal 
barge containing 9,000 bushels of coal. * * *. 

My whole district, from Port Hudson to Red River, is lined with 
troops and guerrillas. I can not consistently leave this portion of 
the river at present, without endangering the loyal citizens and 
probably Port Hudson. I have written to Captain Ramsay to order 
my boats, Veosho and Signal, to his assistance should it be necessary. 
Red River is now rising pretty fast, but I think it is from the back 
water of the Mississippi and not from the upper Red River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieut. Commander, U. 8. Navy, Comdg. 2d District 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding seizure of cotton. 


Mississtep1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 16, 1863. 
Sir: Your communication of the 9th instant has been received. 
I wonder that any captain should hesitate a moment about seizing 
rebel cotton under these circumstances, or the rebel officer; also no 
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general has a right to grant a permit to any rebel officer to trade or 
sell or take cotton. The cotton and all marked “©. S. A.,” wherever 
found, seize and send up. Instruct your commanders that they are 
not to take the word or permit of any rebel. At least hold on to all 
until I am heard from. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. Grerr, 
Comdg. U.S. 8. Benton, and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


[ Endorsement. ] 


This letter is in answer to a report about action of one of my com- 
mandin¢g officers. 
J. A. G. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
expedition to Des Arc, in the White River, for the restriction of 
trade. 


U. S. Gunpoat Hastines, December 15, 1863. 


Sir: I proceeded up White River to Des Arc and might have as- 
cended to as high as Jacksonport but for the want of fuel. Two 
barges of coal reached the mouth of the river the day after I returned 
from Des Arc. In accordance with your instructions, I ordered all 
trading vessels out of White River and directed that none were to 
be permitted to enter it or the Arkansas through the Cut-off. The 
boats employed in convoying in that stream are considerably in- 
jured by the difficulties in the navigation. The water had risen 
some, making this risk considerably less. Colonel Parsons, with 
several hundred men, has been threatening the station at the mouth 
of the river and has actually been in it with a force. It appears that 
he found the gunboats in such position and so well prepared that he 
left without effecting his purpose. The idea appears to be that the 
contraband camp established there for the purpose of cutting wood 
for White River transports is of importance to the Government, and 
the rebels seek to destroy it and capture the negroes. A refuge is 
provided for them in case of attack in some barges, moored for the 
purpose where they would be under cover of the gunboat and out of 
line of fire. The Hachange landed for wood a short time since and 
threw out a small guard. The men discovered seven mounted guer- 
villas, waylaid them, and wounded three of the number; among them, 
and seriously wounded, was the notorious Captain Mott. The rebels, 
mounted and more than our people in number, escaped, carrying their 
wounded captain. : 

The New Era appears to have broken up quite an encampment of 
rebels near Tiptonville. Ee: 

I have enclosed for your information a communication concern- 
ing the goods permitted by the Memphis custom authorities to rebels 
sent to that city as prisoners of war. The aggregate amount is at 
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least $20,000; among which are 200 barrels of salt, now held by the 
Queen City, it having been loaded on a barge while the other goods 
were on board the Adlen Collier and were burned with her by the 
rebels. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. L. PHELPs, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U.S. Navy, | 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General 
Grant, U. S. Army, regarding operations of Confederates near 
Natchez and the Red River, and requesting assistance. 


MississrpPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 14, 1863. 

Dear Genera: If I have not sooner congratulated you on your 
splendid victory at Chattanooga, it was not because I did not share 
in the joy of your triumph, for you have no greater well-wisher 
than myself. 

I congratulate you now with all my heart, and now that you have 
finished that business so well, I must tell you that the guerrillas are 
kicking up the mischief on the river, especially about Natchez, and 
down about Red River. Dick Taylor has come in with 4,000 men 
and 22 pieces of artillery, and has planted them behind the levee to 
great advantage. He does not trouble the gunboats, which have 
driven him away twice, but the transports get badly cut up, even 
when they are convoyed. Natchez is threatened by a large force, 
and I think they must have had a hard fight there three or four 
days ago, as our dispatch boat, just arrived to-day, reports heavy 
firing after she left there on the way up. Banks has left the country 
about Red River without any troops, and the rebels have it all their 
own way. Can’t you send to our assistance some of your good 
fellows? The Red River may be blocked again if we don’t look out. 
The troops arrived at Natchez as the transports left, bound to the 
mouth of Red River, but they were stopped at Natchez owing to the 
troubles there. 

The Von Phul has just arrived, with 40 shot holes in her; captain 
and clerk killed; some of the hght clads are badly cut up, but held 
their own. The whole party can be bagged with 4,000 troops. 

Wishing you continued success, I remain, respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, 


D. D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Major-General U. S. Grant, 
Commanding Mil. Division of the Miss., Chattanooga. 
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Letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8. Navy, expressing satisfaction ai the promised rein- 
forcement by gunboats. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, December 15, 1863. 

ApmiraL: It gave me very great satisfaction to receive, on my 
return from Texas, your letter of November 5, with copy of your 
letter to the honorable Secretary of the Navy enclosed. 

I was especially gratified to know that I might expect to hear of 
your gunboats in the Atchafalaya and on Berwick Bay as soon as the 
rise in the former would permit, and that you intended to provide so 
efficient an addition to that portion of your fleet serving within the 
limits of this department as that which you mention. That number 
of gunboats of such class as you mention will very greatly facilitate 
all operations in this region, and will render it impossible for the 
enemy to annoy us, as they have heretofore done, by using against us 
=e wonderful network of navigable waters west of the Mississippi 

‘iver. 

At this moment a large force of the enemy is established between 
the Atchafalaya and the Mississippi River, near Morgan’s Ferry, 
and the mouth of Red River. The recent rise in the latter renders it 
and the Atchafalaya navigable by the gunboats, and, should they 
arrive soon, a little active work of the Navy, in cooperation with the 
land forces at my disposition, will place that force at our mercy. 

I earnestly hope that you will find it convenient to dispatch the 
intended reinforcements without delay, and that another fortnight 
_may witness the capture or dispersion of the rebel forces now so 
seriously impeding the navigation of the Mississippi. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, I am, admiral, 
N. P. Banks, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. 8S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, transmitting list of ves- 
sels of the Mississippi Squadron, with their commanding officers 
and stations. 


No. 241.] MisstsstPp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 16, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith semimonthly report of 
the vessels of this squadron, with their commanders and stations, and 
remain, Sir, ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, 


Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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{[Enclosure. ] 
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Cairo, Inu., December 16, 1863. 
The following are the present stations of the vessels in the Missis- 


Porter, commanding: 


Vessel. Commander. 
| 

ATPLOSYinee sas oe esere Acting Ensign John C. Morong...-.-..----------- 
Atpraliaims sc - a5 otto Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner.....-- 
Alexandrie..22:. A205 Acting Master D. P. Rosenmiller. . 
Black Hawk. -2- -c.- 2 Lieut. Commander K. R. Breese... 
Bentomwascsacuccees: 2 Lieut. Commander Jas. A. Greer........-------- 
Briianths cesses is 4=-1 Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas. G. Perkims..-.--.. 
BIOWA) 2s aes ce ie aecces Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. A. French....-..--.. 
Chillicothe... .- .. 20. =2- Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. P. Couthouy....--..-. 
Choctaw. «oc scsesce25-% Lieut. Commander Frank M. Ramsay.....-.... 
Carondelet. =.-->. ---..-- EN Coin ay MASLOL dei Oo! GIPSOtn = ate ee eee ene are 
Conestoga-.---.---.----- Lieut. Commander Thos. O. Selfridge ......---- 
Cricket Acting Master H. H. Gorringe........---------- 
Covington Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. P. Lord.......-.. 
Clara Dolsen Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Scott 
Champion Acting Master AsPnelps.co. sconce. oe eee eee 
Curlew Acting Ensign H. B. O’Neill....-.---- 
Cineimna tise oahu sec se ls aoa cor seta = Satie ieee eee meee teers eee 
Eastport Lieut. Commander S. L. Phelps.....-..--------- 
Exchange Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. S. Hurd.. 
Essex .. Commander Robt. Townsend........----------- 
Forest Ro Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas. A. Wright.....-.. 
Mairpldvirsosece =-.aeere Acting Master G. J. Groves -......-.. 
1 0) Se ee Acting Master John R. Grace......------ 


General Price 
General Bragg.....--..-- 
Great Western.........- 
“General Lyon 
General Pillow......-.-- 
Hastings 
Judge Torrence 
Juliet 
Key West 
Kenwood 


Lafayette 
Louisville se ecee eeee 
Lexington 
inden tsrsessacos. = ee 
Little. Rebel. s.......--.- 
Mound Cit 


Naumkeag 
INCOSHOtiscme caseosee sees 


Signal 
Springfield 
SiO) eit a aes dademane 
Sovereign 
Silver Lake 


Sampson . 


Victor: 


Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. Richardson....... 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. Dominy 
Acting Master Thomas Bates 
Pilot R. E. Birch 
Acting Master J. C. Bunner 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. R. Langthorne...... 
Acting Master Jeremiah Irwin 
Acting Master John S. Watson... 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. M. 

Acting Master John Swaney 


Acting Master Thos. M. Farrell 
Acting Ensign N. T. Rennell.. a8 
Lieut. Commander Byron Wilson. - RE eee 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Pearce............ | 
Acting Master Thos. Gibson........-.-- 
Lieut. Commander LeRoy Fitch 
Pilobyars MEAG Yan te cece aaa oleate 

Acting Master John Rogers...........-..-- 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Saml. Howard 
Acting Master Thos. Wright...........- 


Acting Volunteer Lieut. Wm. R. Hoel. 
Acting Master Thos. McElroy.....- Sameicis 
Acting Master A. F. Thompson 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thos. E. Smith 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. W. Brown 
‘Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. V. Johnston 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jas. Laning 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. W. R. Weellse spoke tae 
Acting Ensign Lloyd Thomas................... 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Henry A. Glassford 
Acting Master Jos.. Watsons <. .<...5. 2. .c.i ee eee: 
| Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thos. B. Gregory 
Acting Ensign J. C. Coyle...............- 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. a BDO Nes eee 
Acting Ensign Jos. D. Buckly.............. 
Lieut. Commander Jas. W. Shirk 
ne ieee yor J as. M. Ear aele 


--| Laid u 
-| Below 


Where stationed. 


Below Donaldsonville. 

Cairo, Ill. 

Dispatch Boat. 

Cairo. 

Natchez. 

Cumberland River. 

Repairing. 

Fort Adams. 

Red River. 

Carthage. 

Napoleon. 

Tennessee River. 

Below Island No. 65. 

Cairo. Ill. 

Below Red River. 

Cole’s Creek. 

Waiting orders. 

Laconia. 

Above Memphis. 

Donaldsonville. 

Below Natchez and Cole’s 
Creek. 

Up Cumberland River. 

White River. 

Below Donaldsonville. 

Red River. 

Goodrich’s Landing. 

Below Cairo. 

Guarding powder boats. 

Cairo. 


Cairo, repairing. 

Tennessee River. 

Port Hudson and Baton 
Rouge. 

Bayou Sara. 

Skipwith’s Landing. 

Red River. 

Greenville. 

Red River. 

ee ho a 


| Island Ne “70. 


Cumberland River. 
Below. 
White River. 


-.-| Morganza. 


Between Fort Adams and 
Red River. 
Uouespems. alterations. 


---| Grand Gul: 
-| Cypress Bend. 


Skipwith’s Landing. 
Tennessee River. 


0. 
White River. 
Below Napeoleon. 
Rodney. 
Cairo. 
Below. 
Cumberland River. 
Below Port Hudson. 
Cumberland River. 
Donaldsonville. 
Laid up. 


-.-| Cumberland River. 


Below Island No. 10. 
Blacksmith shop. 


Aemphiss 
‘Tennessee River. 
Cairo. 

Cumberland River. 
Island No. 10, ete. 
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Letter from one Talmage, provost-marshal, to Commander 
Breese, U. S. Navy, regarding the arrest of John 8. Turner for 


disloyal expressions. 


Provost-Marsuav’s Orricr, 
Cairo, Ill., December 17, 1863. 

Sir: I have in custody one John S. Turner, arrested this morning 
for using disloyal expressions. 

On his examination a few moments since, he states that he has 
been in the rebel service from April, 1861, to September, 1863, and 
was captured at Yazoo City. 

That he planted the torpedo which blew up the De Kalb, and that 
he scuttled all the boats on the Yazoo River. 

His arrest was for boasting of these exploits and saying that he 
was “as big a rebel as ever.” 

He states that he is in the secret employ of Admiral Porter to 
raise the scuttled boats above mentioned, etc. 

Will you please communicate with the admiral and inform me 
what is the proper disposition to make of the case? 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Isaac M. Taumacs, 
Captain and District Provost-Marshal. 


Commander K. R. Breese, 
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Il. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding donation of 
water front for repairs to vessels by the town of Mound City, Il. 


No. 244. ] Mississiprt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Blach Hawk, Cairo, December 17, 1863. 

Sir: Not having any place to lay our vessels up while undergoing 
repairs, etc., without great danger of being burned up by steamers 
coming alongside night and day, I applied to the mayor of Mound 
City for water front enough to enable us to have the exclusive use 
of one place. The town donated 2,400 feet water front for the use 
of the Government as long as they may need it, to be returned when 
no longer required. 

This gives us, with the ways, etc., 4,000 feet fronting the water, 
with sufficient land for all present purposes. I enclose the deed, 
and hope the Department will approve. _ 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviw D. Porrrr, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Hon. Ginron WELLEs, ae : 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Nawy, regarding Ohio River 
pilots. 


Orrice MississipPp1 SQUADRON, 
Cincinnati, December 17, 1863. 


My Dear Apmirav: I reached here in good time yesterday and will 
leave for Pittsburg in the morning. 

I find that some of the pilots who were drafted by Major-General 
Burnside some time since for the gunboats went to the doctor then at 
rendezvous and were excused by him on account of disability. These 
same pilots, I am informed, went to work on outside boats a few days 
afterwards. 

T have ignored the authority of the doctor to examine pilots with- 
out orders, and have so informed the secretary of the pilot association 
and the Government inspector at this place. The latter informs me 
that if they do not report to you he will revoke their licenses, and 
they will not be permitted to pilot on the river. If an example is 
made of these men, it is believed much trouble in obtaining pilots in 
the future will be avoided. I enclose a copy of a letter I have to-day 
written to the secretary of the association. I have also directed the 
secretary of the association at Louisville to order the pilots who were 
drafted there to report at once. 

All the pilots are enrolled subject to the draft which will take 
place early in January, and it is believed that if you can so arrange 
it as that all who may be employed in the naval service shall be 
excused from draft, on presentation of a certificate from you or your 
authorized agent to the provost-marshals of their districts that they 
are in that service, and are to be credited with the time they may 
serve in it, that many will volunteer. They wish to be exempted 
from afterwards serving in the Army. 

No guns in sight yet. Telegrams have been sent all along the Ohio 
and Mississippi line. ; 

Sincerely, your friend, A. M. Pennock. 


Admiral Porrrr, Cairo. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, to supply ordnance stores to the vessels 
at Red River. 


Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 17, 1863. 
Sir: You will send the Judge Torrence down to Red River under 
convoy and let her fill up all the vessels wanting ordnance stores. 
When she has given them an ample supply, let her return to Natchez. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. Grenr, 
Commanding Benton and 4th Dist., Mississippi Squadron. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. 8. Navy, to avoid collision with the 
Marine Brigade. 

U.S. 5S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, December 17, 1863. 
Sir: Avoid having a collision with the Marine Brigade until fur- 
ther orders. Keep me informed of their bad actions. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
: Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Mississipi River. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricut, 
U.S. 8. Forest Rose. 


Report of Acting Master Sells, U. S. Navy, regarding assignment of 
commanding officers to certain vessels constructed at Cincinnati. 


U. S. Recetvine Sure Grampvs. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, December 17, 1863. 

Sir: The Glide is now ready to take her departure for Cairo. 
After everything was in readiness and orders were made out, Acting 
Ensign William S. Romme reported for duty, and by your order is 
to be assigned the command of one of the new gunboats being con- 
structed at this place. I had already issued an order to Acting En- 
sign Charles W. Litherbury to take temporary command and pro- 
ceed to Cairo without delay, reporting his arrival to you, and could 
not well change the order, furnish an invoice, etc., without some de- 
lay, hence the Glide will be sent down in charge of said Acting En- 
sign Charles W. Litherbury. Among the new light-draft boats, 
there is one sidewheel, Emma Brown, and Acting Ensign Romme is 
anxious to have command of her. I told him I would refer the mat- 
ter to your decision; the mma Brown will not be completed for 
some time. The Argosy [Vo. 2] and the Sciota will both be ready 
for departure before the mma Brown. If you leave it to my de- 
cision I will send Acting Ensign Romme with the first boat, which 
will probably be the Argosy. . 

Enclosed please find oath of office of the two young men promoted 
to acting master’s mates on board this vessel. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 
EvigaH SELLS, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
destruction of distilleries on the Cumberland River. 


U. S. S. Mooss, 
Dover, December 17, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that on my way down the river I 
janded at Seven-Mile Island and went out back about 2 miles with 
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a force and destroyed a distillery belonging to Dr. Lyle. This dis- 
tillery has been the means of causing boats to be fired into, being a 
sort of rendezvous for guerrillas. There were several guerrillas at 
the distillery at the time, but, being mounted, they escaped us. __ 
At Palmyra I also landed with a force and destroyed another dis- 
tillery about 5 miles back. Guerrillas had staid here the night be- 
fore we got there. 
The latter distillery was owned by a man by the name of Nolan. 
Very respectfully, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding 
operations of the Marine Brigade at Rodney, Miss. 


U.S. S. Loursvii1e, 
Off Skipwith’s, December 18, 1563. 
Sir: I herewith forward an application endorsed by Major-Gen- 
eral McPherson and Captain Noyleson from Private Jamison, of 
the Fourth Iowa Infantry Volunteers, also his letter to yourself. I 
know nothing whatever of the applicant. The Marine Brigade has 
succeeded in scattering the rebel force that fired into vessels at Rod- 
ney, capturing about twenty. Refugees report rebels (5,000) cross- 
ing the Yazoo above Yazoo City to attack this place. As soon as I 
got coal I dispatched the Sampson to the H'astport. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, designating the 
vessels of each district. 


GENERAL eee U.S. Misstssipp1 Squapron, 
No. 141. Flagship Black Hawk, December 19, 1863. 

Until further orders the following vessels will belong to the dis- 
tricts in which they are named: 

First district—H'ssex, St. Clair, Alewandria, Argosy. 

Second district—Lafayette, Kenwood, Signal, Neosho, Conestoga, 
Cricket, Vindicator. . 
_ Third district —Choctaw, Osage, Fort Hindman, Champion, Lex- 
wgton, Chillicothe, General Bragg, Little Rebel, Ouachita, Juliet, 
Avenger, General Price. 

Fourth district.—Benton, Curlew, Rattler, Pittsburg, Mound City, 
Forest Rose, Torrence. 
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Fifth district.—Lowisville, Carondelet, Great Western, Marmora, 
Romeo, Prairie Bird, Petrel. 

Sixth district—Lastport, Tyler, Silver Cloud, Hastings, Queen 
City, Covington, Linden, New Era, Naumkeag, Fawn, Exchange. 

Seventh district.—Peosta, Paw Paw, Tawah, Key West, Robb. 

Eighth district —Brilliant, Fairplay, Reindeer, Moose, Springfield, 
Silver Lake, Victory. 

Davip D. Portrr, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Miss. Squadron. 


Report of Major-General McPherson, U. S. Army, transmitting in- 
formation regarding proposed movements of the enemy at Mobile 
and in Red River, and operations against New Orleans. 


Hoagrs. 17TH Army Corps, Dept. or THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, December 19, 1863. 

ApmiraL: I enclose herewith copy of a letter which I have re- 
ceived, giving some information in relation to rebel plans, prepara- 
tions making for carrying them out, etc. There is no doubt the 
rebels have the gunboats and rams which the writer describes, as I 
have information from other sources corroborating it, though I do 
not think those at Selma and Montgomery are in as great a state of 
forwardness as he represents. 

The writer is a young fellow, about 18 years of age; has numerous 
relatives in Washington as well as in the rebel service. He was a 
volunteer aid-de-camp on Brigadier-General Shoup’s staff during 
the siege of Vicksburg, and has acted in various capacities in the 
rebel service, though never sworn in. His statement that the enemy 
intend to make an effort to capture New Orleans I give for what it 
is worth. 

The rebel foundries and machine shops at Selma are large and 
being worked to their utmost capacity. 

They have recently been making 7 rifled guns, Brooke’s pattern, 
and are also making 6 rifled guns of the Brooke and Blakely patterns. 
Most probably these heavy guns are intended for their rams and 
gunboats. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. B. McPuHeErson, 
Major-General. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 
Vicxspure, December 18, 1863. 

Sir: During the last 12 months I have been a traveling agent for 
the Confederate States. While acting in this capacity I have en- 
joyed abundant opportunities to view the various preparations they 
made to attack the Federal arms and likewise to discover a great 
many of their future plans. 

One of them is a plan for the capture of New Orleans in the 
ensuing spring. Admiral Buchanan, who is now commanding at 
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Mobile, has succeeded during the last year in building a considerable 
fleet. It consists of the following vessels: The Tennessee, a gunboat 
and ram, carrying 6 guns, 2 Brookes and 4 Blakelys, and is calcu- 
lated to run 16 knots an hour. 

There is likewise another vessel building at Selma, which will be 
completed by the 1st March, and is said to be even stronger than the 
Tennessee, being destined to carry 10 guns. 

There is likewise completed the Baltic, a ram and gunhoat, carry- 
ing 4 guns; very slow. The 7Z’uscaloosa, ditto. The Gaznes, the 
Powhatan, and another vessel, each a very powerful wooden ram, 
carrying a magnificent armanent, and very fast. Besides this there 
are two vessels in the Tombigbee, to be 4-inch iron plated, one beside 
the above mentioned in process of completion at Selma, and an- 
other at Montgomery. All these vessels are to be finished by the 
ensuing spring. 

It is Admiral Buchanan’s intention to move with this fleet and 
break the blockade at Mobile and move round to New Orleans, take 
the city by surprise, assisted by a land force under Generals D. [R.] 
Taylor and Johnston. 

There is, besides these, a fleet to move down the Red River and 
engage the attention of the boats thereabout stationed. : 

General, I respectfully submit the above report to your considera- 
tion. 

Your obedient servant, Evucene Hitt. 


General McPuerson. 


[Telegram. ] 


Dover, [ Tenn.], December 19, 1863. 
(Via Smithland, [Ky.], 20th.) 

I have commenced bringing the iron down as you ordered; will 
stow it in our barges to go below as soon as coal is out. I landed 
yesterday and day before and destroyed two distilleries used as. 
rendezvous by guerrillas. All quiet now. River at good stage. 
Will send reports by first opportunity. 

Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram, ] 


SMITHLAND, [Ky.], December 20, 1863. 
Your letter of the 17th received: Am now sending private boats 
under strict convoy. a 
Le Roy Frircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 
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Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding future operations in the Yazoo and 
Red rivers. 


Hoars. DerarrMent AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Nashville, Tenn., December 21, 1863. 

Drar Apmirav: I have succeeded in relieving Chattanooga and 
Knoxville and have left my army on the Tennessee below Bridge- 
port, ready for the next move; but as some time will be consumed in 
the preliminary preparations, I propose to avail myself of a short 
respite and go home (Lancaster, Ohio) for Christmas, but I will 
come to Cairo about January 3 to confer with you and concert some 
plan to stop the firing on our transports on the great river. 

I want to visit Paducah for a few hours; then go to Memphis to 
regulate matters, and then for work. I think a short time will 
enable us to make a combined movement up Yazoo River to, say, 
Yazoo City or Tchula, where a land force moving inland could 
reach the Grenada road and make a finished job of it and of Grenada 
also. I did this last summer, but in an effort to save locomotives and 
cars for the Memphis road we made a mistake and did only partially 
what should have been done effectually. Grenada and its road de- 
stroyed, Memphis would no longer be threatened from that quarter. 
Then I think I would send a force across to Monroe and the Quachita, 
levying a contribution to pay damages to boats on the river. Then, 
if you will, I will take all the force I can collect at Memphis and 
Vicksburg and go up the Red River as high as Shreveport and make 
that rich country pay in gold or cotton for all depredations on our 
river commerce. 

Please think of these things; and if you agree with me, collect in- 
formation as to boats burned, fired on, etc., that we may let people 
remote from the river see that we hold them responsible for the acts 
of Dick Taylor and kindred spirits. I must be back so as to com- 
mand the army in the field in all February, so no time can be lost. 
Forrest (at Jackson, Tenn.) is not hurting us. We are not interested 
in the fate of the people he is harassing. I propose to strike at large 
armies and large interests and let the smaller ones work out their 
salvation. Should you wish to communicate with me, telegraph at 
Lancaster, Ohio. 

Your friend, W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Gorman, U. S. Army, to Rear- 
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation of gunboats 
in Arkansas. 


Heapquarters Districr or Kast ARKANSAS, 
, Helena, December 21, 1863. 
Sir: I regret that I did not know of your arrival at this post until 
after you had left, that I might have paid my respects to you. But 
now I write to say that I deem it quite important, owing to my 
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very reduced force here, that I have at least two light-draft and 
small gunboats. 

I am expecting orders to move this command to Napoleon at an 
early day, perhaps by the time General Sherman’s transport fleet 
gets back here, and that I proceed to Arkansas Post by land and by 
the Arkansas River, expecting cooperation from your fleet, all of 
which I have fully communicated to General Sherman. 

But it may be that I may be ordered to cooperate with General 
Sherman below. I should be glad to be advised whether I may 
reasonably expect the two light-draft gunboats at this point. 

I am, admiral, your obedient servant, 
W. A. GorMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Porrrr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding, ete. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the forward- 
ing of vessels to the West Gulf Squadron. 


No. 246.] MisstssrPpPt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 21, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have sent the steamer 
Nyanza, 6 guns (24-pounder howitzers), down to-day to Commodore 
Bell, with an ensign, paymaster, 3 master’s mates, 3 engineers, and 
16 men. ‘The master’s mates and men were ordered to return here 
by our dispatch vessel from Donaldsonville. 

The Stockdale has arrived and will go down day after to-morrow. 

The Glide, also furnished, will have to wait for her guns, which 
have not arrived; as also will the Scéota and Argosy, which will be 
finished this week. 

I beg leave to ask permission to change the name of the Argosy 
to Wave, and the Sciota to Meteor, as we have two vessels of the 
name of Argosy and Sciota. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


HKupedition of U.S. S. Reindeer, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glass- 
ford, U. S. Navy, commanding, up the Cumberland River to 
Creelsboro, Ky., December 22, 1865, to January 3, 1864. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, transmitting request of 
Major-General Grant, U. 8S. Army, for a reconnoissance. 


U.S. 8. Mooss, 
Cumberland River, December 23, 1863. 
Sm: I have the honor to report that at the request of General 
Grant, I sent the U. 8. S. Reindeer on a reconnoissance above 
Nashville. 
Enclosed I send copies of the telegrams relating thereto. 
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_I gave Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford positive instruc- 
tions to be very cautious, not to venture where there was not enough 
water, and above all not to be caught above shoals. 

I also directed him to hurry back as soon as possible. I could 
have sent another boat with him, but at the time could not possibly 
spare one without great risk and detention to the transports under 
convoy. 

I do not apprehend that he will have the least trouble, as he has a 
full crew, good pilots, and an excellent working boat. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fitrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 

Comamnding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[Enclosures.—Telegrams. ] 


Nasuvinir, DecemBer 22, 1863. 
(Forwarded from Clarksville.) 
General Grant wants a gunboat to go up the Cumberland on a 
reconnoissance as far as Big South Fork. Can you spare one? 
J. L. Donaxpson, 
Chief-Quartermaster. 
Lieutenant-Commander Lr Roy Fircu. 


Dover, December 22, 1863. 
Your dispatch received. Will send a gunboat up to-night in com- 
pliance with General Grant’s request. 
Le Roy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 8th District Miss. Squadron. 


Chief Quartermaster J. L. Donaupson, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of the com- 
manding officer of the U. S. S. Reindeer. 


MIssIssIPPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 27, 1864. 
Sir: I beg leave to enclose herewith copy of a communication re- 
‘. ceived from Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, regarding a 
reconnoissance up the Cumberland River. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 


Hon. Gipron WELLES, fear- Admiral. 


Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
[Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Rernpeer, 8ru Disrricr Miss. Squapron, 
Off Nashville, Tenn., January 3, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report: 
In obedience to your order of 22d ultimo, I at once proceeded to 
Nashville and on arrival called upon Major-General Grant to learn 
his wishes. 
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The objects of the expedition as stated by the general were— 

ist. To convoy some steamers with army supplies to Carthage. 

2d. To ascertain if any coal was upon the river in condition for 
shipment, and the prospects for getting it to Nashville. 

3d. To reconnoiter the river if possible as far up as Big South 
Fork, the head of steamboat navigation. 

The army gunboat Silver Lake No. 2 was put under my command 
and accompanied me. 

On the 26th ultimo at daylight, I got the convoy underway at 
Nashville, and on the 28th ilaee at 12.45 p. m., reached Carthage 
safely and without interruption from the enemy. 

On the 29th ultimo, at daylight, with Silver Lake No. 2 m com- 
pany, I proceeded up the river, which during the night previous 
had shown indications of a considerable rise. 

Jackson County was represented to me as the seat of operations 
of several guerrilla bands, and it fully merits its reputation, for 
we had scarcely touched the county line before guerrillas were dis- 
covered on the lookout for us. From the windings of the river 
news of our departure and direction from Carthage could easily be 
sent in advance of us, and no doubt was so, for the whole region seemed 
roused. During the day we were attacked at the following places: 

At Ray’s Ferry by a party of 10 or 12 men. 

At Flynn’s Lick by a party of 15 or 20 men. 

At Gainesboro by a party of 40 or 50 men. 

At Ferris wood yard by a party of 15 or 20 men. 

At Celina (2 miles below) by a party of 80 or 100 men. (Bennett’s 
Ferry.) 

In every instance positions were selected on the tops of precipitous 
bluffs or cliffs, inaccessible by attack in front, and requiring a long 
detour to reach them in the rear with a land force. Their positions 
availed them nothing, however, against the guns of this vessel and 
those of the Silver Lake No. 2 y they were completely shelled out of 
them whenever they let us see them after a few volleys. 

At the mouth of Obey’s River I found a small quantity of coal, 
partly burned by the rebels. The Stlver Lake No. 2 being out of 
fuel, I directed her to take it, and took a position to cover her. Soon 
after I observed some uneasiness among the people on shore and 
backed off and about half a mile downstream discovered the head 
of what I have since ascertained was a body of guerrillas, all 
mounted. These I dispersed with a few rounds of shrapnel and canis- 
ter. Their intention was to surprise us, thinking both gunboats were 
in the Obey’s River jammed among the branches of the’ trees which 
overhang the banks. I have reason to believe that several were killed 
by our fire. 

From the Obey’s River to Creelsboro I saw no rebels in arms. 
The citizens exhibited considerable gladness at the sight of the gun- 
boats, cheering for the Union, ete. c 

We reached Creelsboro at 12.30 p. m. on 30th ultimo, and there 
the river gave unmistakable signs ne fall. The weather set in cold 
immediately, and by morning a fall of 4 feet had taken place; 
under these circumstances I thought it unwise to proceed farther, 
though I would have liked to go as far as Big South Fork, so as 
fully to satisfy the desire of General Grant in regard to coal, I 
can not think, however, that anything was lost, as from all accounts 
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I can gather there were no coal barges ready to come down if the 
stage of the river allowed, which it did not. There is no doubt what- 
ever but that a large quantity can be brought out from this source by 
proper arrangements on the February rise, which was the one usually 
selected by coal men in peaceful times. 

On the Obey’s River, about 50 miles up, near Olympus, is a coal 
mine partly worked by the rebels in 1861, who mined about 500,000 
bushels and left it on the bank. This could be got to Nashville on the 
same February rise if barges were built and the work protected by 
the troops. 

On my up trip I destroyed several flatboats (used for ferry pur- 
poses) in Jackson County, but have reason to think that many more 
are concealed in the numerous creeks tributary to the Cumberland. 

In obedience to the orders of Rear-Admiral Porter I would have 
destroyed Gainesboro, which is a rendezvous of these roving bands of 
robbers, but Governor Johnson purposes to establish a military post 
there and will need the buildings. 

On the Ist I left Creelsboro and on the 2d reached Carthage, meet- 
ing with no interruption whatever, the inhabitants seeming to have 
deserted the river banks altogether. 

I have expended of ammunition on this expedition 57 rounds of 
shell, 62 rounds of shrapnel, 3 rounds of canister, and have in the 
magazine 81 rounds of shell, 75 rounds of shrapnel, 48 rounds of 
canister. 

The bulkheading on boiler deck was always weak and defective, 
and the firing on 29th has almost destroyed it. I fear it will require 
considerable repairs, if not complete renewal, to make officers’ quar- 
ters fit for occupation. 

In the several skirmishes reported above, as well as in the other 
duties of the vessel, it gives me great pleasure to speak in high terms 
of the courage and efficiency of Mr. A. C. Sears, acting ensign, execu- 
tive officer, and of the other officers of this vessel, all of whom per- 
formed their several duties zealously and well. 

The army gunboat Silver Lake No. 2 was well handled, and the 
cooperation of her commanding officer, Lieutenant Roberts, U. S. 
Army, was hearty and complete. 

Acting Ensign William H. Hall, as soon as the rebels opened their 
fire, sent a request to be permitted to take charge of any division I 
might designate. I acceded to his desire and put him in charge of 
Acting Master’s Mate (Thomas M.) Lewis’s, absent on duty. I am 
glad to be able to report favorably of his conduct on this occasion, 
as he is now under arrest and this statement may benefit him. 

I omitted to mention that 140 sharpshooters, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Andrew J. Cropsey, were put on board the transports and 
the army gunboat. 

On my arrival at Carthage from Creelsboro I found the steamers 
still loaded. Apprehending that the objects of the expedition had 
been accomplished as far as possible under the circumstances, and 
bearing in mind your order to rejoin you as soon as I could, I left 
all three there with the Silver Lake No. 2 to guard and convoy them 
back to Nashville when discharged. 

I reached Nashville at 5 p. m. to-day. 

Colonel Cropsey will report to General Grant particulars of the 
information obtained on the reconnoissance in so far as they refer 
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to the interior of the counties bordering on the river, their military 
wants, etc. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. Guassrorp, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Commander Lr Roy Firrcn, 
Comdg. 8th Dist., U. S. Miss. Squadron, U. S. S. Moose. 


Distances.—Nashville to Carthage, 150 miles; Carthage to Creels- 
boro, 185 miles; Creelsboro to Big South Fork, 65 miles; Nashville to 
Big South Fork, 400 miles. 


Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Cropsey, One hundred and twenty-ninth Illinois 
Infantry. 


Heapquarters 129TH InLinors VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 4, 1864. 

CotoneL: In obedience to orders from you and General Grant, 
with 140 sharpshooters and 3 commissioned officers, on the morning 
of the 28th of December I proceeded up the Cumberland River with 
two gunboats and three transports. The transports, with 100 of the 
sharpshooters, were left at Carthage. We then continued tp the 
river until we arrived, on the evening of the 31st of December, 1863, 
at Creelsboro, Ky. This place is 325 miles from Nashville and 75 
miles below the mouth of Big South Fork, the head of navigation. 

On the way up we were fired upon by guerrillas five different times. 
The bands seemed to vary in number from 10 to 15 up to 75 or 100, 
but they were so high up on the bluffs and concealed so well in the 
thick timber, behind rocks and trees, that their number could not to 
a certainty be ascertained; neither could the 40 sharpshooters have 
much effect upon them, though they manifested much zeal and skill, 
but the gunboats with shell and shrapnel quickly dislodged them, 
and this was done in fine style under the supervision of Captain Glass- 
ford, the commanding officer. Some of them were seen to fall, but we 
did not ascertain that any were killed. They did no damage, though 
two on the boat were hit with spent balls. Asthe bluffs were so high and 
steep, and they could overlook our movements, I did not think anything 
could be effected by making pursuit, and did not land the sharpshooters. 

The only county on the river now under the control of the guerrillas 
is Jackson, or that part of it south of the Cumberland and Overton, 
as far east as the Obey’s River; beyond that the country was reported 
loyal, and the people from the banks greeted us with unmistakable 
cemonstrations of Joy. 

From various sources we ascertained that there were no coal barges 
loaded with coal below the rapids at the mouth of the Big South 
Fork, and that barges could not come over them with safety except 
on very high water. Some is being mined and loaded above to come 
down on the spring floods, but as we could not see the coal men more 
definite information can be obtained by a correspondence with Gover- 
nor Thomas E. Bramlette, of Kentucky, who is said to be well ac- 
quainted in that region. . . . There is also a large coal mine on 
Obey’s River, some 50 miles from its mouth, that is at least 150 miles 
nearer Nashville and much more accessible than that on the Upper 
Cumberland, as it frequently can be brought [out] of the Obey’s on 
barges when they can not come over the rapids at the mouth of Big 
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South Fork. The rebel authorities began working this mine just be- 
fore their sudden departure from Nashville. That region is now in 
the possession of the guerrillas, and, of course, no preparation being 
made for shipping coal. If the general desires any more definite in- 
formation concerning this coal mine, it can be had through Major 
A. E. Garrett, First Tennessee (Union) Guards. He is now sta- 
tioned at Carthage, and is engaged in raising a battalion for special 
service in that locality. He lived, before being driven from home, 
within 3 miles of the coal mine, and he is especially anxious for per- 
mission to move his present command, something over 200 men, into 
that region, being sanguine that he could make the navigation of the 
Cumberland perfectly safe in a few weeks. The guerrilla bands 
under [Oliver P.] Hamilton, [John M.] Hughs, [Champ] Ferguson, 
and [Robert V.] Richardson number some 200 fighting men, and 
about twice that number for robbing raids. 

As the river was falling radidly, we were compelled to turn back 
at Creelsboro. At Carthage I left 40 of the sharpshooters as guard 
for the unloaded boats. With the other 100, on the transport Emma 
Boyd, we started for this city on the morning of the 2d instant. but 
had come only 3 miles from Carthage when, by the bursting of her 
pumps, the Z’mma Boyd was compelled to stop, and will have to be 
towed down by the other boats when unloaded. As this might detain 
them several days, and the general seems anxious to get information 
about affairs up the Cumberland, I deemed it most conducive to his 
wishes and the service to come on here at once, which I did in the 
gunboat Reindeer. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

A. J. Cropsry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 129th, Illinois Volunteers. 


Lieutenant-Colonel T. S. Bowers, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting communi- 
cation showing that persons captured by the gunboats and released 
return with supplies for the Confederates. 


No. 249] MississippP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 22, 1863. 

Sir: To show you the difficulties in the way of keeping guerrillas 
from getting supplies and ammunition, I enclose you two communi- 
cations showing where persons captured by the gunboats were re- 
leased at Memphis and permitted to bring down a large amount of 
supplies. Fortunately the steamer carrying them was the one burned 
up by the rebels (the Adlen Collier) when the executive officer of the 
Eastport was captured, 

She had $20,000 worth of rebel stores on board, which the guer- 
rillas did not know of. 

The permits recklessly granted along this river would keep the 
war going twenty years. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davi D. Porrer, 


Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 


Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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[Enclosure. ] 


U. S. S. Queen Ciry, 
White River Station, Ark., Tuesday, December 8, 1563. 

Sir: The following persons were taken as prisoners by Colonel 
Milton Montgomery and myself and sent to Helena, and from thence 
to Memphis, and returned on the steamboat Allen Collier, with sup- 
plies as follows: 

Robert Mathews. When taken he had with him his orders to aet 
as a scout at Friar’s Point; is a member of Porter’s company in 
Chalmers’ battalion; he brought down supplies valued at $396.05; 
he was the owner of 4 bales of the cotton sent up on the steamboat 
Hambleton Belle. 

P. Bates. Also of Porter’s company; brought down supphes 
valued at $810.75. 

B. M. Mooney. Also of Porter’s company; brought down sup- 
plies valued at $641.80. 

George W. Miller. A well-known rebel, and the owner of 52 bales 
of the cotton sent up on the steamboat Hambleton Belle, and most 
of which were marked “ C. S. A.”; brought down supplies valued at 
$630.45. 

J. H. Brown, who was conscripted, but afterwards discharged; 
brought down supplies valued at $1,377.70. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
Grorce W. Brown, 
Acting Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, commanding in White River. 


Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Puetpes, 
Commanding 6th and 7th Districts, Mississippi Squadron, 


[A list of twenty-four others dealing in supplies to the value of 
$10,486.96 is appended.—Compiter. | 


Letter from Acting Master Farrell, U.S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Linden, to Major-General Steele, U. S. Army, requesting instruc- 
tions as to movements. 


Drvauu’s Biurr, ArKk., December 22, 1863. 
Your dispatch has been received. There is no other gunboat here 
but mine. It is practicable as far as I am concerned, but it remains 
for you to say whether it is safe for me to leave the Bluff or safe 
for the steamer Rose Hambleton to go to Jacksonport without con- 
voy, as my orders are to assist in the protection of this post, never 
leaving it unless to cooperate with some movement of the army and 
by your request; and not to permit any vessel to ply on the river 

without convoy. Please answer. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. M. Farrexn, 
Acting Master, Commanding U.S. 8. Linden. 


Major-General FRrep. STEEL, 
Commanding Army of Arkansas, Little Rock. 
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Letter from Colonel Osband, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Owen, U.S. Navy, regarding Confederate vessels at Mobile, Ala. 


HeEaApQuarTers OF THE Post, 
Skipwith’s Landing, Miss., December 22, 1863. 

Capratn: I have the honor to state that from information thor- 
oughly reliable, given me by an intelligent gentleman who spent 
some days in Mobile three weeks since, that at that time two for- 
midable ironclads were within two weeks of completion: The Zen- 
nessee, side-wheel, carrying ten 300-pounder Blake’s [Blakely] 
guns—hull new; machinery from one of the Mississippi steamers 
sunk last winter in the Yazoo. Nashville, propeller—very large; 
new hull; boilers from sunken Yazoo steamers; but the propeller 
machinery made at Mobile, and a portion of it wood; carries 6 Blake’s 
[Blakely} 300-pounder guns. Gun carriages on board both boats. 
Guns not yet in position. Each are plated 6 inches thick, iron, on 18 
inches of wood. The plates are 6 feet long, 6 inches wide, and 2 
inches thick; three layers, bolted, with heads countersunk. Boilers 
of boats below water line. 

Both would then be ready for steam in about twenty days, and 
draw 10 feet of water each. 

Commodore Buchanan would command the TVennessee. Pilot 
houses are on the gun deck, with an opening 1 inch wide outside 
and 12 inches wide inside, extending across the boat for use of pilot. 
Rate of speed, 3 miles up current and 5 down. Each have a ram 
1 foot under, 8 feet in length. 

Six thousand soldiers are stationed there, and only one earthwork 
of importance has been erected, in the rear of the city. This com- 
mands the approach by the way of Spanish River, but is too low 
down in the swamp to be seen. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. Ossanp, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 

Captain Owen, 

Commanding Naval Division, Mississippi River. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, asking if 
steamer Ida May should be seized for infringement of permit. 


U. S. S. Cuoctaw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, December 22, 1863. 

Sir: All the permits at Natchez to ship cotton read, “ provided it 
is taken off under protection of the guns of a gunboat.” 

If a steamer having such a permit should land and take off cotton 
when a gunboat is not in sight, shall I seize her as a prize? _ 

On the 3d day of December the steamer /da May stopped at Surget 
plantation and took on board 20 bales of cotton, and there was not 
a gunboat in sight. . 

J have since then seen the permit and it has the clause in above 
referred to. The permit was given to a Mr. Hodges. Mr. Surget 
is in the rebel Army. 
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On the same day the Jda May stopped at another plantation and 
took on 130 bales and there was not a gunboat in sight. 

The Jda May is a stern-wheel boat about the size of the Volunteer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist., Miss. Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Papucan, December 23, 1863. 

I have received [information] from intelligent persons in the last 
twelve hours informing me that a raid on this place [is to be made] 
in the Christmas holidays—to look out for it. A deserter came in 
this a. m. He said he was right from Jackson; that Forrest, in a 
speech to his men a few days since, said he intended to take dinner 
in Paducah on Christmas; that he had 10,000 men and as many 
more within twelve hours’ reach. I am putting everything in order 
to receive him. No gunboat here; if you could spare me one or two it 
would afford me pleasure to see them. 

S. G. Hicks, 


idiuiral ul abort. Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Second District. 


U.S. S. Larayettes, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., December 23, 1863. 

Str: Since I last wrote you everything has been quiet on the river. 
I find it impossible to comply with your order in relation to con- 
voys, as there are from five to ten vessels passing up and down daily. 
For the last three or four weeks I have had my forces concentrated 
between Red River and Baton Rouge, and found it difficult until 
the last eight or ten days to give protection to the many steamers 
plying up and down the river. As soon as Red River rises I shall 
shift my quarters to its mouth. At the present time I deem it proper 
that I should remain here, inasmuch as the Confederate general has 
issued an order to all Union people to leave within 20 days, and 
I have offered them protection; but, nevertheless, will go to Red 
River as soon as I find it necessary. In the absence of the Henwood 
from the lower river, Commander Townsend has seen fit to order 
one of his vessels into my district near Plaquemine, for which I feel 
much obliged, if it should meet with your approval, as I can make 
my boats more useful in the upper part of my district. 

From all that I can learn I think the rebels have left the river, 
fearing a flank movement, as the interior streams are rising. I hear 
of them now beyond the Atchafalaya. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Second District. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Forest Rose, to report to Major-General McPherson, U. 8. Army, 
the actions of the Marine Brigade. 


U. S. S. Brenron, 
Off Natchez, December 23, 1863. 
Sir: You will proceed to Vicksburg without delay and will report 
to General McPherson all you know about the late actions of the 
Marine Brigade in this district. Inform the general that I sent you 
up for this express purpose. As you go up, gain all the information 
can from the commanding officer of the Rattler. If coal for the 
squadron should pass you, you can take from the Carondelet enough 
to bring you here; otherwise obtain from her 400 bushels. 
Return as soon as you have finished your business with General 
McPherson. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricur, 
Commanding U.S. 8, Forest Rose. 


Report of Major-General Banks, U. S. Navy, regarding the promise 
of naval cooperation in the Atchafalaya and Berwick Bay, La. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, December 23, 1863. 
GeneEraAL: Your dispatch of December 9 [7] I received yesterday. 


I know there is great difficulty in obtaining light-draft sea-boats ; 
yet, from the necessities of the service, I feel called upon to urge, 
as far as may be proper, the want of vessels of this character. We 
have had very serious difficulty in obtaining the use of such vessels 
when in this department and in the possession of the Government. 
I am very glad that you have called the attention of Admiral Porter 
again to the subject of light-draft boats for the Atchafalaya and 
Berwick Bay. He has promised that as soon as the state of the 
water will admit the passage of his boats he will send some of them 
into that river. I was not aware of the existence of the law to 
which you refer, but I appreciate the embarrassment which it throws 
upon the administration of the War Department. I will, as ni 
suggest, communicate with the naval authorities, and request their 
assistance in all enterprises which I may undertake. 

T have the honor to be, with much respect, 

Your obedient servant, N. P. Banks, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Major-General H. W. Hatixcr, ; 
General-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
Confederate attacks near Memphis, Tenn. 


U. S. Navau Station, 
Memphis, Tenn., December 23, 1863. 


Siz: The guerrillas are becoming very troublesome in this vicinity. 
Yesterday morning they attacked a party on a flatboat at Hopefield, 
opposite the navy yard, killed 1 man and wounded 2. Last night 
at 1 o’clock an attack was made upon a hundred and fifty Govern- 
ment woodchoppers encamped on the north side of Wolf River. 
I opened fire upon the attacking party with fieldpieces I borrowed 
from the army. The gunboats xchange and Little Rebel steamed 
into position and opened their batteries also. At 2 o’clock the 
guerrillas were driven off and the woodchoppers returned to their 
camp. At 4 o’clock this morning they were again attacked, but 
were quickly driven off by the Hachange. I think it is necessary to 
have a gunboat stationed here for the present. The Hachange is 
detained here at present for the want of coal. The Lzttle Rebel 
burned nearly all her grate bars out in the passage from Cairo. J. 
have supplied her with new ones we had on hand, and she will leave 
here this afternoon. 

I would like very much to have two 24-pounder howitzers mounted 
on field carriages sent to this yard. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


Letter from Brigadier-General Gorman, U. 8S. Army, to Rear-Ad- 
miral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation in movement on 
Little Rock, Ark. 


Heapquarters District or Eastern ARKANSAS, 
Helena, December 24, 1863.— Midnight. 

ApmiraL: I have just received orders from General Curtis, based 
on dispatches from the general-in-chief to move on Little Rock. I 
am also requested to ask your cooperation. 

I am directed to attract the attention of General Holmes, that he 
may not send forces to help General Hindman or to Vicksburg. 
General Curtis has ordered movements from the east toward Little 
Rock, which makes it highly important that I should move on Post 
Arkansas with my land force, and by gunboats and transports by 
water up the Arkansas River, at once. 

At Post Arkansas there are 5,000 infantry and some sort of earth- - 
works, with 8 guns, 2 large and 6 small, the large ones said to be 
hundred pounders. I hope it may be consistent with your inclina- 
tion and ability under the circumstances, to send to Napoleon such 
a number of gunboats as you may judge necessary to take the post 
with my land force, and then move on Little Rock, if the water will 
justify it. I will be in Napoleon in ten days or less from this date. 
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You will perceive that this combination of movements is such as 
to suggest the importance of your cooperation to the extent deemed 
by you advisable. 

I trust, admiral, I may receive your reply by the hands of the 
bearer of dispatches and by the return boat, that I may shape my 
course accordingly. 

The bearer can give you any further information on the subject 
that I may have omitted. 

I am, admiral, your obedient servant, 
W. A. Gorman, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding 
; Eastern District, Arkansas. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


Report of Acting Ensign ONeill, U. 8S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Curlew, of arrival at Paducah, Ky., bearing dispatch. 


U. S. S. Curtew, 
Off Paducah, December 24, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that we arrived here this 
morning at 1:30 a. m., all safe. 

Upon enquiry, found that Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk 
was up Tennessee River, consequently was unable to deliver your 
dispatch to him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. O’Neiz1, 
: Acting Ensign, Commanding Curlew. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsrr, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
seizure of steamer General Sigel. 


U. S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, Ky., December 25, 1863. 

Sir: I wrote you to-day by the S. C. Baker in regard to ordering 
the seizure of the steamer General Sigel. It was reported to me that 
the Sigel had on board a lot of brandies, wines, etc., not on her 
manifest, nor mentioned in any collector’s permit. 

I ordered her seizure till I could more fully investigate it per- 
sonally. If I find that all is not correct, I will send her to Cairo to 
report to you. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ Le Roy Frren, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, ; 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lu. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding sug- 
gestion of Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, m the matter of 
protection to transports. 

U.S. S. Moosg, 


Smithland, December 25, 1863. 


Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 19th and 22d instant, also a copy of a letter from 
General Grant to yourself. I would respectfully state that there 
has not, since the first of the season, been a boat detained one hour 
by waiting for us—to give them convoy—but all have been sent 
through just as fast as they arrived, but as the army seems to wish 
boats to go through entirely independent of us, I am very willing 
for them to try their plan, as we will not then be held responsible. 

IT do not think General Grant fully understands the shape and 
condition of this river, else he would not make such a request, when 
boats are already convoyed through without a moment’s delay. Of 
course, the new arrangement will be less trouble to us, as we will 
then have only the patrols to run and private boats to convoy, but 
the river being so narrow and crooked there may be some boats 
lost, run the patrols as often as we may. 

The gunboats, of course, are relieved from the responsibility as 
long as we follow General Grant’s ideas and not our own. 

I trust, though, this arrangement will last long enough without 
accident to enable me to get our men more perfectly drilled in exer- 
cise on shore, and to enable us to get our iron out of the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


{[Telegram.] 


Movunp Crry, Itu., December 25, 1863. 
The gunboat you mentioned was ordered to proceed yesterday with 
the transport to Savannah. Captain Shirk is at Savannah. 
D. D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General Grant. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, transmitting 
skeleton organization of landing party of the Eighth District. 


U.S. S. Moosr, 
Cumberland River, December 26, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herein skeleton organization of the 
landing party or small-arms men in this district. 

_ This organization is not yet complete, in consequence of the defi- 
ciency in men. 

I can do very well with the number of howitzers I now have, viz,’ 
four. These, with the small-arms men, will, for the present, and 
during the great scarcity of men, be sufficient, yet I should like to 
have a sufficient number to complete this arrangement. I have been 
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using every exertion to recruit men along the river, but have met 
with very little success. 

When the quarterly muster rolls come in, I can then report the 
exact number of men required on each boat to complete this organi- 


zation. At present some of the boats are unable to land over ten or 
fifteen able-bodied men. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 


Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter,’ 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
[Enclosure.] 
ORGANIZATION OF LANDING PARTY, EIGHTH DISTRICT, 
Infantry. 


In charge of infantry companies, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant H. A. Glassford. 
To act as adjutant, Acting Master’s Mate [Nathan IF. ?] Vaughn. 


Number 
Name of boat. of com- teewag Name of officer in command of company. 
pany. 

RL GOSOM a 5 Sos IIS LESS 1 30 | Acting Master’s Mate [C. W.] Spooner. 
Lei Se 2 30 | Acting Master’s Mate [J. E.] Wright. 
MAR bee... a0. sae oes 3 30 | Acting Ensign John J. Perkins. 
Waarplayio. a. Se e2o., am) - 4 30 | Acting Ensign W. C. Coulson. 
Diver Wakes. ose. | 5 30 | Acting Ensign F. G. Jobson. 
WieLOry rosea se ts2 ths Ss | 6 30 | Acting Ensign Fred. Read. 
Sprmegneld . . 5 5 ss | 7 30 | Acting Master Joseph Watson. 

ROCA S TAS ase oy cf 210 


Artillery. 


In charge of Acting Master George J. Groves. 
In charge of second section, Acting Ensign George D. Little. 


Number | Number 


Name of boat. of guns. | of men. 


Commanding officer of pieces. 


JRE) 0a ed Ab BioeaS Aarne 2 24 | Acting Master’s Mate Diserens. 
STAG. Sot cl snes osia 2 24 | Acting Master’s Mate Herron. 
OU oes een te 4 48 


With the officer in command of the entire force to help and assist. 

Acting Ensign John Revell to superintend formations, etc. 

Acting Assistant Paymaster George D. Rand to attend to getting provisions, 
etc., and to see that each boat furnishes a suitable number of rations to her men. 


Surgeons. 


W. Waldo Howard, George W. Shields. 
Left in charge of the boats, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant [C. G.] Perkins. 


Scouts and skirmishers, John Ferrol (pilot) in command. 


Name of vessel. Name and rank. 
IMOOSO nsw sa testator nae hank « Charles McMillan, acting second assistant engineer. 
FRUOINGCOT ote 5 Aas eens te epoca oc George M. Hayman, acting second assistant engineer. 
Brilligntee-see sessssek oes = 2c Not yet selected. : : : 
IPAIED A yess tee ne Soe. ae George S. Collins, acting second assistant engineer. 
Milverbakereesee.s ts s.-22-- (W. N.] Chapman, paymaster’s steward. 
ViCtorye sac see: fea sae nee Keon} olony , acting master’s mate. 
(Shove rear) le ane as Seles oeneen ot yet selected. 
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[Telegram. ] 


Nasuvitite, [Tenn.], December 26, 1563. 
(Received 8.15 p. m., 28th.) 
The boats required to ferry my command across the Tennessee 
were directed to await further orders at Paducah, [Ky.]. A gunboat 
was asked as a convoy. My command can not reach the Tennessee 
before the 1st proximo. Can not the boats await a dispatch from 
me at Paducah? We have a quantity of ammunition at Paducah 
and supplies and forage and rations, which will have to go up 


with me. 
Wo. [S.] Smiru, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Cavalry. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. — 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U.S. Navy, regarding three 
prisoners turned over to provost-marshal at Cairo, Lill. 


DS2 S: Prost, 
Cairo, [ll., December 26, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that I have turned over to the 
provost-marshal of this military post 3 prisoners, captured in Hen- 
derson County, Tenn., by the citizens and delivered to me at Craven’s 
Landing, viz, D. S. Wardlow, who claims to be a lieutenant in 
Sharp’s company, Forrest’s regiment (and I believe that that is his 
rank). John C. Coombs, who has in his possession a parole without 
date, signed by him as a private in Company F, Biffle’s regiment of 
cavalry, Tennessee Volunteers. It is a notorious fact that he has 
been engaged in robbing Union families of supplies, horses, ete., and 
when he was captured it was in the company of others who were 
actually in arms against the United States. I have inclosed his 
parole to the provost-marshal. John W. Hale, a guerrilla, lately 
from Kentucky, had joined Lieutenant Wardlow and was taken with 
arms in his possession. Wardlow and Hale were on the day pre- 
ceding their capture engaged in stealing horses and salt in that 
neighborhood. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James W. Suirx, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 7th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding U.S. Mississippi Squadron. 
Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, requesting authority 
from the Department for the purchase of additional vessels. 


No. 251] Mississrprer SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 26, 1863. 
Sir: Such are the demands on me for gunboats that I am con- 
strained to ask the Department to allow me to purchase from time 
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to time (as I can procure new ones) enough vessels to enable me to 
command the large extent of river coast entrusted to my care. The 
protection of the river since the fall of Vicksburg has been left 
entirely to the navy; the army only occupying a few prominent 
points on the Mississippi, making no expeditions away from those 
points. 

Active operations on the Cumberland and Tennessee have called 
off a large portion of my command for that duty, leaving parts of the 
Mississippi unprotected. 

The Louisiana coast about Red River having been left by General 
Banks without troops when he went into Texas, and failing to obtain 
cooperation from the army in blocking up Red River (which could 
have been done with 500 soldiers posted at Union Point), the rebel 
general, Dick Taylor, succeeded in getting down with 12,000 men, 
and 22 pieces of artillery (some quite heavy pieces), and for a few 
days gave us a great deal of trouble. I pushed a large force of 
gunboats to that point without delay from the different stations and 
succeeded in driving away their batteries and keeping the river 
open. Boats pass now unmolested, though two transports have been 
much cut up in running the batteries with a convoy. There are 18 
gunboats now at Red River, and in the vicinity of the rebel batteries, 
and as they have a distance of 46 miles to defend, it requires all or 
more to perform the duty properly. s 

When Captain Pennock went east I requested him to bring this 
matter of scarcity of boats to the notice of the Department. He in- 
formed me on his return that the Department was willing that I 
should get what was required. I would like something more definite, 
and would like to purchase ten more light-drafts. If the Department 
will reflect that I have 3,060 miles of river coast to look after, with- 
out a soldier at any point on the river except at Columbus, Fort 
Pillow, Memphis, Helena, Vicksburg, Natchez, and Port Hudson, 
and no troops at any points on the tributaries, it will see that the en- 
tire police of the rivers devolves on the Navy, and that to the gun- 
boats you will have to look for the prevention of contraband smug- 
gling, passage of munitions of war, and rebel troops, and the pre- 
vention of mail communication. This duty is performed perfectly 
in the districts where boats are 15 miles apart, but it can not be done 
in places where I have been obliged to reduce the force. 

I respectfully request your consideration of this matter, and per- 
mission to increase the number of vessels. Our whole squadron of 
light-drafts only cost, to purchase, the price of three or four good- 
sized sea steamers. 

I never ask the Department for anything that can be dispensed 
with, and only ask when the necessity becomes absolute. 

By the middle of next week Commodore Bell will have three of 
his light clads with him, well armed and equipped, and two more 
will be ready in a few days. By the end of January, or before, he 
will have them all, and they will not be wanted sooner. I have the 
honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Major-General 
Grant, U. S. Army, regarding matters in the Tennessee and lower 
Mississippi Riwers. 


MissIssIpPI SQUADRON, 
Flag-Ship Black Hawk, Cairo, 1ll., December 26, 1863. 

Dear Genera: I was glad to receive yours of the 20th [21st] 
instant, and to hear that I was soon to see my old friend Sherman, 
whom I esteem as you do. Indeed, we have been so much together 
ang uh so many hard places that we look upon him as the property of 
the Navy. 

I must make you an apology for not getting the two steamers up 
to Savannah sooner, but they arrived there in full time. Lieutenant- 
Commander Shirk had been there a week waiting for the troops 
which had not arrived on the 23d. The two boats arrived at 
Paducah, and Colonel Hicks did not report it to ‘me by telegraph. 
Shirk left them there, as he did not get my telegraphic dispatch, 
and did not know that it was intended that he should convoy the 
boats up, and the people on board told him nothing. It all turned 
out right. Shirk could have ferried them all over, having four gun- 
boats with him. 

Matters are getting quiet below. I sent a crowd of gunboats to 
Red River, and they have driven General Dick Taylor back from the 
levee. The latter has 12,000 men in and about the country, and 22 
pieces of artillery, but is in want of ammunition. 

General Dick Taylor has just returned from Mobile, where he 
went to arrange a system of couriers and signal corps. He left Alex- 
andria on September 1 and crossed the river at Bruinsburg on a 
float with an ambulance and two horses. With these he traveled to 
Brandon, where he took the cars. He returned three weeks ago last 
Thursday, and, finding his float broken up, crossed over himself in 
a dugout, when one of the gunboats captured his ambulance, horses, 
papers, arms, and his body servant, who is now my valet. General 
Dick Taylor had a narrow escape, as did also Colonel Patton, Col- 
onel Ward, and Colonel Ruth, of the rebel Army. They had to foot 
it without clothes back to their troops at Red River. I have not 
heard of General Dick Taylor having arrived there yet. 

T have not yet received the papers, and hope they may contain 
some valuable news. The boy, who is very intelligent, says that only 
one brigade has been left at Mobile, the rest having been sent to 
reinforce Bragg, arriving there just in time to catch a thrashing. 
IT am now, besides my other duties, equipping 10 gunboats for Farra- 
gut, and have to stop my own affairs to attend to his. I shall be 
ready with a fine lot of boats by the time Sherman can get ready for 
Red River. 

With best wishes, I remain, very truly, yours, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Major-General U. S. Granv, 
Comdgq. Mil. Div. of the Miss., Nashville, Tenn. 
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General report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, 
commanding Fifth District. 


U. S. S. Loursvi1ts, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, December 26, 1863. 

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 6th November, I sent the 
Champion No. 6 down to Vicksburg to see if the tug could be raised. 
She was found and buoyed in 30 feet water. Chief Engineer J. B. 
Fulton, of this vessel, was sent on that business. It is his opinion, 
as well as that of Captain Roberts, that chains can be got under 
her only by a bell boat. I have no empty barges yet to use in an 
attempt to raise her. The Champion took off ordnance in obedience 
to your order of the 7th instant. Acting Master [Thomas] Bates 
writes me no materials were sent to him by the New National for the 
purpose of repairing his magazines. All the vessels will fill up with 
ammunition from the Great Western, in obdience to the same order. 
All the mortars are on the bank below Vicksburg (2,400) and at 
Natchez (1,013). I have not yet had an answer to my communica- 
tion to the ordnance officer at Vicksburg in relation to the two 
42-pounder rifles and the Cincinnati’s guns, though the dispatch was 
delivered to his clerk by Mr. Fulton. In obedience to your order of 
November 15 I have directed the Marmora, guarding Arkansas River, 
to prevent cotton speculators going up that river, also to seize cotton 
belonging to well-known rebels. Colonel Osband, commanding this 
port, speaks of going to Greenville, but at the same time he is forti- 
fying this place by throwing up breastworks against cavalry. Since 
the occupation of this place by the troops (white and black), a great 
deal of cotton has been shipped up and down, the gunboats also have 
fared better, as fresh provisions are had in abundance and for noth- 
ing, whereas, before, they could get but little and that at a high 
price. I mean provisions for the men. I have heard of no com- 
plaint from the people about here. Mr. Duncan has suffered in 
fence rails and, I believe, corn. I shall still endeavor to persuade 
Colonel Osband to make Greenville or any other point his head- 
quarters. I received a note from General McPherson, asking me 
to come down to Vicksburg to see him on a matter of business, not 
stating in his note the nature of it. I will go down there when prac- 
ticable. The court of enquiry will not be finished before Monday 
noon, 28th instant. I have here about 15,000 bushels of coal with five 
vessels to fill up, taking about 8,000 bushels. No disturbance by 
guerrillas reported in this district, the small bands reported above 
on both sides of the river, no doubt, conscripting. I send under an- 
other cover a description of vessels in Mobile, Ala. Acting First 
Assistant Engineer Bishop of this vessel has not yet returned. I 
have heard he was in Cincinnati. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, | 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, U. S. Navy, forwarding 
two prisoners charged with harboring Confederates. 


U. S. Gunpoat Ty er, 
Mouth of White River, December 27, 1863. 
Str: I send by steamer Vew National two prisoners, residents of 
Mississippi, by the names of D. P. Perkins and Isaac Hudson. The 
charges against them are for harboring and feeding guerrillas. The 
guerrillas were found in their houses by Captain Brown, of the 
Queen City. Perkins was giving a Christmas party to a company 
of guerillas, commanded by Captain Montgomery, and to some 
Bolivar troops. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHert, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding the Marine Brigade. 


MissIssipP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 27, 1863. 
Srr: Your communication of 15th instant, in relation to the Ma- 
rine Brigade, has been received. Be careful not to interfere with 
the army arrangements; recollect that my command is on the water. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding Benton and Fourth District, 
Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Wright, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. 
Forest Rose. 

U. 8S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, December 28, 1863. 
Str: Come down to this place for coal as soon as you receive this. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Miss. River. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant C. A. Wricurt, 
Commanding U. S. 8S. Forest Rose. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding captured papers. 


Misstsstprt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 28, 1863. 
Sm: I have heard nothing of the papers captured with General 
Dick Taylor’s servant. I wish them sent without delay. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 


Davin D. Porrnr, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, 
Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron, off Natchez. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting informa- 
tion regarding the proposed movements of the enemy in Mobile 
and Red River and operations against New Orleans. 


No. 253.] Mississippr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Biack Hawk, Cairo, December 29, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a letter,* giving some in- 
formation in regard to the enemy’s movements in Mobile. I have no 
doubt of their intentions to make some such move as they talk of. 
The rebel general, Dick Taylor, left Alexandria on the 1st of Novem- 
ber to go to Mobile, crossed over at Bruinsburg with an ambulance 
and two horses, accompanied by his staff, took the railroad at Bran- 
don, and went to Mobile. In the meantime, we had broken up all 
the skiffs and floats in the river at and near Bruinsburg, and when 
he returned he had some difficulty in getting over. A skiff was 
hauled in from the country, in which he and three colonels got over 
the river, barely escaping the gunboat Forest Rose, which captured 
the ambulance and attendants, all the clothes, etc., and papers. The 
attendant is an intelligent boy; says that General Taylor went to 
Mobile to arrange a line of couriers, get ammunition, and establish a 
signal corps across the river—all of which he will be disappointed in. 
The boy speaks of such a move mentioned in the letter as being in- 
tended; says that only one brigade is now at Mobile, and that the 
fortifications inland are not formidable. The streets are barricaded 
and fortified, and they depend on the gunboats lying in the stream, 
which are heavily plated with armor. 

The design of General Dick Taylor is to operate against New 
Orleans. By landing troops above and below his forces the whole 
party would be caught. They are much demoralized for the want 
of the necessaries of life. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C. 


* See p. 643. 
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CotumsiA, Tenn., December 29, 1863. 


General Grant’s order, directing the boats to proceed to Savannah, 
[Tenn.], were countermanded, and they were ordered to remain at 
Paducah subject to my orders. I sent Captain [P. T.] Hudson, 
General Grant’s aid, to Paducah, with ammunition for my command, 
which he was ordered to bring up the river with him. Also 20,000 
rations of provisions and forage. If the stores are gone up to Sa- 
vannah on board the boats they can await my arrival there. If not, 
please order them to return to Paducah and get them. I expect to 
reach Savannah about the first or second day of January. 

Wo. Sooy SmirTH, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry. 


~Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer. 


Report of Captain Ray, aid-de-camp, regarding transports under 
convoy at Savannah, Tenn., waiting for troops. 


NasHvILie, Tenn., December 29, 1863. 


This afternoon I sent you a dispatch, part of which was a copy of 
one received from Admiral Porter, directed to you at this place, 
stating that “ The boats are now at Savannah in charge of the gun- 
boats waiting for the troops. General Grant’s orders were that they 
should go to Savannah. Do you wish them to return to Paducah?” 
and requesting you to advise me of the receipt by you at Columbia 
of the dispatch. I have not heard from you that you received my 
dispatch of this afternoon, but this evening I am in receipt of a dis- 
patch from you from Columbia asking if I heard from Captain 
Hudson or Admiral Porter. I understand the case to stand thus: 
The boats, according to Admiral Porter’s dispatch, are now at Sa- 
vannah and reporting, according to previous orders, to Major-Gen- 
eral Grant. If you wish them to remain at Savannah or to return 
to Paducah, it should be indicated to Admiral Porter by a direct 
order from you. You can telegraph directly from Columbia to 
Mound City, or, according to Admiral Porter’s dispatch, in the ab- 
sence of anything to the contrary, they will remain there at Savan- 
nah without any further orders. I have to request that you notify 
me by telegraph of the reception of this dispatch and of your action 
in the case, and also that, whenever practicable, you tell me of your 
whereabouts (as you are absent from here) by telegraph, as it may be 
of importance in matters of this kind hereafter. I, of course, have 
not sent any message to Admiral Porter. Please dispatch to me, that 
I may know that dispatches have reached you. 

J. E. Ray, 
Captain and Aid-de-Camp. 


Brigadier-General W. S. Smrrn, 
Chief of Cavalry, Columbia, Tenn. 
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Letter from Major-General Banks, U. S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8, Navy, regarding removal of guns from Port Hudson 
and urging cooperation of gunboats in Atchafalaya River and 
Berwick Bay, La. 


Heapquarrers DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, December 29, 1868. 

ApmiraL: IT am in receipt of a communication from the General- 
in-Chief of the Army, covering a copy of your dispatch of December 
2 instant, to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, concerning the 
guns mounted on the river front at Port Hudson. 

These guns were long since ordered removed by me, and I am in- 
formed by the general commanding at that point that the removal 
has been effected. 

At the risk of being deemed importunate, I must again respect- 
fully call your attention to the importance of the prompt arrival in 
the Atchafalaya and Berwick Bay of some of your gunboats. From 
your intimate acquaintance with the country near the Mississippi 
River you are aware of the extreme difficulty which must be expe- 
rienced in conducting military operations in the Atchafalaya Basin 
without a perfect control of the water communications. 

The river has now been in good navigable condition for several 
weeks, and I had been led to hope that the first rise would bring your 
light-draft boats to our assistance. 

Very respectfully, I am, admiral, your most obedient servant, 
N. P. Banxs, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Cortumpta, [TEenn.], December 80, 1863. 
Rebel dispatches just captured indicate that Forrest intends cross- 
ing the Tennessee River with his command, about 5,000 strong, some- 
where below the mouth of Duck River. Can you spare gunboats to 
patrol the river to that point? 
Wm. Sooy Smirn, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Cavalry, Division Mississippi 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Smith, U. S. Navy, eom- 
manting U. 8. S. Peosta, regarding the U. 8. 8. Curlew. 


PapucaH, [Ky.], December 30, 1863. 
The Curlew is at Savannah. Will send her as soon as she returns. 
Very respectfully 
isan ; Txos. E. Smiru, 
Commanding Peosta. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
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Letter from quartermaster at Helena, Ark., to Acting Volunteer Lieu- 
tenant Brown, U. 8S. Navy, desiring convoy up the Arkansas River 
for steamer J. R. Williams. 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Helena, Ark., December 30, 1863. 

The steamer J. R. Williams, a ferryboat for Little Rock, is here 
ready to go up the Arkansas as soon as the water is high enough and 
she can get a convoy. I wish to ascertain what your intentions and 
expectations are about sending convoys up that river. 

TI intend, as soon as the river is high enough, to send a large amount 
of stores to Little Rock, and will endeavor to select proper boats for 
transportation. 

Your early answer is solicited. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Henry T. Nose, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
Captain Gro. W. Brown, 
Commanding Navy, White River. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, 
commending the services of the Coast Survey. 


Navy Department, December 30, 1863. 

Sir: J take pleasure in transmitting herewith a copy of a dispatch 
No. 197, dated the 9th ultimo, received from Rear-Admiral D. D. 
Porter, commanding the Mississippi Squadron, acknowledging the 
valuable services he has received from the Coast Survey, and have the 
honor to request that the same may be communicated to the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey. 

Very respectfully, Gipron WELLES, 


Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. S. P. Cuassz, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. 
Navy, transmitting information of the demolition of river batteries 
at Port Hudson. 


Navy Department, January 12, 1864. 
Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of a letter received from Major- 
General Banks, dated the 30th ultimo, announcing the demolition of 
the river batteries and the removal of the guns thereof at Port Hud- 
son, in accordance with your suggestions. 
Very respectfully, ete., GiDEoN WELLES, 


Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
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Heapquarters DeparTMENT oF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, December 30, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
December 8, enclosing a dispatch from Admiral Porter relating to the 
works at Port Hudson, transmitted to me by the Secretary of War. 
The river batteries have been demolished since the receipt of the 
dispatch and the guns removed in accordance with the suggestion of 
Admiral Porter. | 
I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
N. P. Banxs, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hon. Ginron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, to command the U. 8. 8. Forest 
Pose. 


U.S. Misstsstppr SQUADRON, 
Cairo, December 31, 1863. 
Str: You will proceed without delay to the Fourth District Mis- 
sissippi Squadron and report to Lieutenant-Commander J. A. Greer 
for duty and command of U. S. 8. Forest Rose. Take passage in 
the U. S. S. General Lyon. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Joun V. Jounsron, 
Cairo, Ill. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. S. Navy, regarding the U. 8. steamers Judge 
Torrence and Sampson. 

MisstssiprPr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 31, 1863. 
Srr: Your communication of 22d instant in relation to the Judge 
Torrence has been received. The Sampson is now at Helena. I will 
order her to Natchez. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Daviw D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander J. A. Grexr, 
Comdg. Benton and Fourth Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U. 8. Navy, regarding the commanding officer of the 
U.S. S. Forest Rose. 

Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, December 31, 1863. 
Sir: I am going to take the commander of the Forest Rose away 
from you, but I am sure you won’t object to this when you know that 
IT am going to give him command of a fine new ram that will use up 
Buchanan’s ironclads as fast as they cross the bar. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. GRuER, 
Commanding Fourth District Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter of commendation from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to 
Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, commanding Fourth 
District. 

MississtpPI SQUADRON, ~ 
Flagship Black Hawk, December 31, 1863. 

Str: It affords me much pleasure to acknowledge the systematic 
manner in which your reports are made out, saving me a great deal 
of trouble in overhauling papers. 

If ever you command so large a squadron as this you will feel 
the benefit of the system you have adopted. I wish all the districts 
would be as particular as you have been. It affords me gratification 
to say that the duties in your district have been conducted to my en- 
tire satisfaction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 

Commanding Fourth District, Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General Hurlbut, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the placing of Confederate guns 
near Austin, Miss. 


HeapqQuarters SIXTEENTH Army Corps, 
Memphis, Tenn., December 31, 1863. 
Apmirau: I have, I think, sure information that light, breech- 
loading guns, about 24 pounds caliber, will be placed on the Missis- 
sippi soon. Two of them will be somewhere in the neighborhood 
of Austin. The shells to be used with these will be filled with Travis 
incendiary composition. Two horses will haul them, and they will 
be run from place to place as needed. 
Your obedient servant, S. A.“Hurtgvt, 
Major-General. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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Report of Lieutenant Wilson, quartermaster at Devall’s Bluff, White 
River, giving list of boats ready for convoy down that river and 
up the Arkansas. 


QuarTERMASTER’s DEPARTMENT, 
Devall’s Bluff, Ark., December 81, 1868. 

Caprain: I have the honor to report to you that the following- 
named steamboats will be ready to go down White River with the 
convoy of to-morrow : /lorence, under orders for Helena. The Glas- 
gow, Dove, Leonora, Shreveport, Polar Star, Homeger, and Poland, 
under orders for Little Rock, Ark. 

At the mouth of White River the six last-named boats will report 
to the officer commanding fleet for a convoy up the Arkansas River, 
by order of Major-General Frederick Steele. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. Witson, 
Lieutenant, Twenty-ninth Iowa, and A. A. Q. M. 


Captain Graceg, 
Commanding White River Station, off Devall’s Bluff, Ark. 


Report of Acting Master Grace, U. S. Navy, regarding order from 
Major-General Steele, U. S. Army, relative to convoy of loaded 
steamers to Little Rock, Ark. 

U.S. Gunpoat Fawn, 
Off Devall’s Bluff’, January 1, 1864. 
Sir: Enclosed I send you telegram, orders received by the quar- 
termaster of this point from Major-General Steele, ordering all the 
loaded steamers at this point to report to you at the mouth of White 
River, for convoy up the Arkansas River to Little Rock. 
The Glasgow and Leonora have been detained for want of fuel 
until next convoy. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JouHn R. Gracz, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander J. M. Pricuert, 
Commanding White River. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. 8S. Navy, regarding the seizure 
of the steamer Ben Franklin. 


U.S. Tronciap Streamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., January 2, 1564. 
Apmrrau: I had the honor to inform you by the New National of 
the seizure of the steamer Ben Franklin for a flagrant violation of 
the Treasury Regulations. * * * I have now concluded to let the 
General Price take her up to Bayou Sara, with the request to Captain 
Foster and the other division commanders that they will detail gun- 
boats to escort and assist. her, passing her on to the divisions next 
above them, The Franklin, at the same time, will do her best toward 
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her own propulsion. Thus I hope to get her up to you at Cairo with- 
out any very great delay or damaging difficulty. She will leave in 
charge of Acting Ensign T. J. Dean, as prize master, with Acting 
Second Assistant Engineer Charles Silvercahn and 4 men, all from 
the Argosy. <A larger prize crew can not very well be spared; but as 
the Franklin will be under the immediate charge of*a gunboat during 
her different stages between here and Cairo, I think the above com- 
plement will suffice. * * * I send up on board the /ranktin her 
captain, first and third clerks, steward, and the Treasury aid, Web- 
ster, the latter as a close prisoner. I have also given permission to 
the former chief engineer and his two sons to take passage on her, 
he agreeing to assist in working the engines. The second clerk 
being sick, I have, on the recommendation of Acting Assistant 
Surgeon Allan, given him permission to go to his family in New 
Orleans. * 7 + 

When the Franklin was seized I authorized Mr. Dean to pay off the 
deck hands and cabin boys the small amounts due them, believing 
the boat to be liable for such just and regular debts; and further 
that I could not go far wrong legally in following out the promptings 
of common sense, justice, and humanity, by equitably settling and 
paying to necessitous persons their honest dues. All of the books 
and papers belonging to the Pranklin are in Mr. Dean’s charge. I 
have directed him to guard them, as. well as all other things on board, 
with the greatest care. Judging from what I have seen of him in 
this connection, I think him a competent and careful prize officer, 
and I doubt not he will be able to render to you at Cairo a good 
account of his stewardship. 

I have been expecting to receive from Captain Morong, now off 
Plaquemine, the affidavit of the negro who received the box of powder 
from the man Wentz. Some days since I wrote to Captain M. to 
hasten the matter. * * * 

I send you herewith the New Orleans Times, published by Thomas 
P. May, the principal owner of the Ben Franklin, also the True Delta, 
both papers of December 27, 1863. The notices of Wentz’s trial are 
marked. You will notice the peculiar view of the case taken in Mr. 
May’s papers. Judge Atocha could not have been deceived by such a 
flimsy defense. The True Delta mentions the termination of the case 
by a fine of $250. It looks as if interested parties, possessing influence 
withal, had managed this trial and sentence, with a view toward their 
bearings upon the seizure of the Ben Franklin, * * * 

Accompanying this letter I send you a detailed report of the 
seizure of the Ben Franklin, inclosing the papers requisite to put 
the case before the court. If any other action on my part be neces- 
sary, will you please instruct me to that effect? I am nothing of a 
lawyer, have had no experience in such affairs, and there is no one 
here to whom I can refer for advice. I have had to depend upon 
my own judgment and the application of general principles. Very 
likely that I may be chargeable with errors of commission or omis- 
sion. Launching out upon the murky expanse of the law, without 
compass or pilot, it would be strange should I escape all its reefs 
and shallows. I can only hope that I shall not get stuck hard and 
fast upon them. 

In my detailed “ statement of the seizures of the Ben Franklin” I 
speak of 6 bales of cotton, for which no permit could be shown. Re- 
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garding these, as they are in a different category, I send you a sep- 
arate report. The cotton goes up on the Franklin, 

J also send up on the Franklin 2 boxes of quite valuable dry goods, 
seized by Captain Morong opposite Bayou Goula. They were illegally 
landed, either from the Franklin or the Meteor, and their destination 
was undoubtedly within the rebel lines. Respecting the seizure also, I 
make a separate report. * * * 

If the seizure of the Ben Franklin covers that of the cotton, both 
cases come under the one prize list. If the contrary be the ruling, 
please inform me, and I will send you as soon as possible a prize list 
for the L’ssex. 

[ trust you will find my reports sufficiently clear and explicit. Mr. 
Soe probably be able to give any explanations that may be 
needed. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rosert TownseEnp, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, Comdg. 1st Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davw D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, to Commodore Bell, U.S. 
Navy, regarding the transfer of the U. S. S. Glide to the West 
Gulf Squadron. 

Misstsstpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 2, 1864. 

Sir: I beg leave the enclose herewith inventory and invoices of the 
steamer Glide, which I send down to you to-day. The captain of 
this vessel, Acting Ensign F. J. Latham, is not a person who is at 
all suited for such a vessel, but I put him on her, as he was sent out 
here by the Department for that purpose. 

Will you please have the officers of this vessel sent back to me as 


soon as possible? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Commodore H. H. Bet1, 
Commanding Naval Forces, New Orleans. 


I have directed Acting Ensign E. [C.] Bass to go down in the Glide 
as pilot and to assist the captain. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Caro, [Iiu.|, January 2, 1564. 
The Champion No. 3 has gone to Smithland. Will send Champion 
No. 5 as soon as she can be gotten ready. 
A. M. Prennocr, 


Fleet Captain and. Commandant of Station, 
Admiral D. D. Porrer. 
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[ Telegram. ] 


Opin, [Itu.], January 3, 1864. 
Am to leave here in half hour, and will be in Cairo to-night. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General. 
Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Cotums1A, [ TENN. ], January 3, 1864. 
A portion of my command should have reached Savannah yester- 
day. A brigade leaves here to-day and will reach Savannah day 
after to-morrow. Please let your boats be held there to ferry us over 
upon our arrival. 
Wo. Sooy Smirx, 
Brigadier-General, Chief Cavalry, Department Mississippi. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Mound City, |Lil.)}. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Forest Rose, to proceed to Red River as convoy to ordnance vessel. 


U.S. 8. Benton, January 6, 1864. 

Str: Proceed to Red River, starting in the morning as convoy to 
the Judge Torrence. Inform Captain Ramsay that I have sent her 
there, by orders of the admiral, to supply all the vessels with such 
ordnance stores as they may require. After she has done so, ask him 
to please send her here under convoy. Also tell him that the Samp- 
son will soon come to Natchez. Return immediately. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Mississippi Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Jonnsron, 
Commanding U. S. 8. Forest Rose. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8. Navy, to commanding 
officers of his district, for safe conduct to representative of Treas- 
ury Department. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, January 7, 1864. 
Sir: The bearer, Mr. Jeffords, goes down by direction of Judge 

Hart, the assistant special Treasury agent at this place and for this 

district, to see that there is no fraud about the shipment of some cot- 

ton belonging or purporting to belong to persons who have received 
shipping permits, 
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You will ae afford him protection and such facilities for con- 
ducting his business as your instructions from Captain Ramsay will 
admit of. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist., Mississippi Squadron. 


The CoMMANDER or ANY GuNBOAT IN THIRD District. 


| Telegram. ] 


Curcaco, [It1.], January 7, 1864. 
Arrived this afternoon. Shall leave this evening. Roads much 
obstructed. Shall see about guns presently. 
G. H. Heap, 
Sherman House. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


[Telegram.] 


Curicaco, [Inu], January 7, 1864. 
The superintendent states that no freight has been transported re- 
cently on account of weather. All navy ordnance on road will be 
delivered in three or four days. I leave this evening. Hope to see 
you to-morrow afternoon. 
G. H. Heap, 


Sherman Fouse. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. 
Navy, for the purchase of ten new vessels. 


Navy Department, January 7, 1864. 
Sir: I have received your No. 251, dated the 26th ultimo, repre- 
senting the importance of having more vessels in the Mississippi 
Squadron and asking authority to purchase them. 
You are authorized to purchase at present not exceeding ten. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
GipEoN WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ll. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, in reference to the 
administration of the Mississippi Squadron. 
U. S. Ironciap Streamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., January 7, 1864. 


Apmrrav: I can assure you I was more than gratified by the terms 
of commendation in which you speak of my preparation of the 
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official papers intended for your hands. I can easily imagine how 
great must be the amount of hard labor thrown upon you by the 
ignorance or unskillfulness of raw officers, whom you are gradually 
but surely molding into shape. From what I can learn the Missis- 
sippi Squadron was quite a chaotic mass of good, bad, and indiffer- 
ent elements when you assumed command. Your admirable admin- 
istrative ability soon made itself felt and bore early fruit in your 
many hard fights that prepared the way for that glorious result, 
the surrender of Vicksburg. And since I have been attached to 
your command I could not but notice the judicious and persistent 
efforts you have made, with hopefully increasing success, to fashion 
the vast and diversified constituent materials of the Mississippi 
Squadron into a homogeneous, consistent, and perfectly manage- 
able whole. You have had a most laborious and harassing task, 
admiral, but I know your capacity, both mental and physical, for 
hard and thorough work, and I have always anticipated for you 
the triumph that must’crown your broad, comprehensive, and mas- 
terly labors. It is a sincere pleasure to me to know that I have suc- 
ceeded (in however slight a degree) in lightening the weight of 
those labors, and I warmly thank you, admiral, for the handsome 
manner in which you have expressed your personal appreciation 
of my honest efforts to advance the interests of the service and 
relieve an old and admired friend from a few of the multitudinous 
cares that are oppressing him. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rosert TowNsEnND, 
Commander, U.S. Navy, Comdg. Ist Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U: S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U.S. Navy, transmitting copies of letters referred to the Depart- 
ment showing plot to secure five gunboats of the Mississippi fleet. 


Navy DeparTMent, January 8, 1864. 
Sir: I transmit herewith for your information copies of two let- 
ters, one dated the 22d and the other the 31st ultimo, signed by D. 
Turnbull, which have been referred to this Department by the pro- 
vost-marshal-general, in which allusion is made to a secret move- 
ment on foot by the rebels and their sympathizers to get possession 
of some of the gunboats on the Mississipp1. 
Very respectfully, ete., 
GiwwE0oN WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[Eneclosures. ] 


Tue Orv House ar Home, December 22, 1863. 
Carratn: I wrote you yesterday, but feeling some interest in the 
information I obtained to-day, I will send it on. There is a Colonel 
Barry here, from St. Louis (one of their colonels, I understand), 
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who is fixing them up here now. They say they have bought the 
commander in St. Louis. Who it is, I will find out, I think. There 
are four States—Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Towa—they say, that are 
pledged to stick together and rise at the proper time, which, they say, 
is whenever Jeff. D. gets his call of men all in the field. They say 
they can depend on the Irish and the gunboats. Their plan is in 
part to get all the men they can in the Navy; and my object in writ- 
ing you is to get you, through the proper authorities, to warn our 
Secretary of Navy and of War, too, for it is a part of the plan of 
these enemies to put all the men they can in the Navy, so they may 
at some time convert as much as possible of the same to their own 
use. Just as I was getting this information, I see from the papers 
that many prisoners are taking the oath and offering to go into that 
very service. Please send a warning voice against trusting them 
where they can harm the Government. 
Yours, very respectfully, D. TURNBULL. 


Captain Jas. WoopruFr. 


MonmoourH, | Itu.], December 31, 1863. 

Dear Sir: I send you a few lines. First I received the money 
you sent in full of my account until the 1st of December. I am giv- 
ing my attention to recruiting, now. J have been riding for some 
time, in looking after deserters, but without success. I am going 
to give my time until the 5th of January to recruiting for the Gov- 
ernment. The parties enlisting can have my part of fees to put on 
the bounty. The matters in the hands of our friends are progressing 
slowly, but, I think, in a way to be useful to the country in the end. 
They are organizing anew now. They are going more into the 
Army; think everything must be done through the pretense to 
favor war, and they say there are five gunboats in the Mississippi 
Fleet that will be turned over to them whenever an opportunity is 
afforded. They had a great meeting in Chicago lately, and this 
McMaster, from New York, editor of the Freeman’s Journal, has 
been through here lately organizing the unterrified anew. Here is a 
copy of a note from Judge in the district that Williamson County 
is in: 

BENTON, ILL. 

Mire W.. C: 

Sir: Yours of October 14 is at hand. The information that you wanted can 
not be had at this time, for our line of communication has been somewhat dis- 
turbed. One of the night barrs [boats] had been taken in Tennessee, but I 
think it will be in running order in a short time, and then we will be all 


O. K. again. Be careful of this. ; 
Yours, in haste, Je Ou heelae Ve. Wee, 


The names of these five gunboats I do not know yet, but think 
I will get them after a while. They are a busy set of traitors. This 
plot on the Lakes was a part of their plan, but I must close. 
Your humble servant, 
D. TurNBULL. 


Captain Jas. Wooprurr. 


¢ 


678 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. 
Forest Rose, defining station of that vessel. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, January 8, 1863, [1864]. 
Smr: Your beat will extend from the foot of Rodney Bend to 
Natchez, making Cole’s Creek Point your principal anchorage. When 
short. of coal, come down to this point. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Jounsron, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Forest Rose. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, giving imfor- 
mation of Confederate force approaching the Mississippi River 
from the Yazoo. 

U. S. S. Lovisviize, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, January 8, 1864. 
Str: Colonel Osband was off here this morning to inform me that 
quite a large force of Texan cavalry is approaching the river from 
the Yazoo, with six pieces of artillery. The men number about 1,000, 
or three regiments. They have made their appearance, and in con- 
siderable force, at several points on the Mississippi side below Green- 
ville and above Worthington’s Point, which is about 30 miles from 
here by the river and only 15 by land. It is said that a very large 
train of ammunition is following them and that they intend cap- 
turing a boat to ferry it across. The J/armora is stationed off Ar- 
kansas River, the Romeo at-and below Bolivar (protecting the wood 

yard at Island No. 76), the Prairie Bird at Gaines Landing as a 

‘center, and the Petrel at Greenville and below. The Carondelet I 
have stationed at Milliken’s Bend to protect that place and Good- 
rich’s Landing, as they appear in constant dread of being attacked. 

The Great Western is still at the latter place as a protection. The 

military force here being small and without artillery—besides our 

coal, shops, etc., being here—I have thought it best to remain here 
for the present rather than leave them exposed to a raid from the 
enemy. Colonel Osband expects an attack from them, but so long 
as this vessel is here they will probably not come. I have just re- 
ceived a dispatch from Acting Master McElroy, commanding the 

Petrel, dated off Sunnyside to-day, informing me of the firing into 

of the Delta, Horner, and Belle Creole, the first two by artillery and 

the latter by musketry, from the Mississippi side and in the neigh- 
borhood of Island No. 82. The force of the enemy is variously esti- 
mated from three to five thousand strong, with six pieces of artillery. 

He found at Martin’s plantation, just above Greenville, 1 rifle, 3 

bayonets, part of a 6-pound charge, a lot of clothing, and where a 3- 

gun battery had been planted, and in the bend below a new and 

strongly made flatboat, apparently made to ferry artillery and horses 

across. He found in it 8 rifles, 10 bayonets, 2 spades, 1 ax, and 2 

buckets. The force appears to be between Greenville and the foot of 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 679 


Choctaw Bend. The Petrel and Prairie Bird are between those two 
points. The force sent from this place has had several skirmishes 
and been forced back each time, they always being outnumbered. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth District. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Third District, regarding affairs in and about Red River. 


U.S. S. CHocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, January 8, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of the 27th ultimo. 

I shall place the vessels as you direct. 

Instead of placing the coal barges as high up as you suggest, I 
propose to place them under the bar in front of Acklen’s house. 

I think they will be perfectly safe there, and the vessel that takes 
care of them will be close at hand in case her services should be 
required. 

The bar makes out for a long distance above, and if I move the 
barges above it they would be almost out of signal distance. 

I have had the vessels in the positions marked on the accompanying 
diagram. 

The Osage has been at Ellis Cliffs, the Champion at Fort Adams, 
and the Cricket cruising between Ellis Cliffs and Fort Adams. 

Near the position of the Little Rebel the rebels have been crossing 
salt, and I put her there to prevent it. 

I moved this vessel to the position marked on the diagram so that 
if a boat attack was attempted, they would have to pull upstream, 
and if the vessels come down, I can round to and ram downstream. 
T placed the Bragg well up so that she could round to, head down- 
stream, and get full speed before striking a vessel. 

It is very difficult to obtain information about Red River, as the 
rebels have pickets everywhere, picking up refugees and watching 
the negroes. They do not permit the negroes to pass into their lines. 

The latest news I have is that Red River is rising quite fast, and 
a negro who left Alexandria a week ago told me that the falls were 
covered. There are 4 fathoms at the mouth (Old River), but it is 
all back water from the Mississippi. 

The rebels are rebuilding Fort De Russy and have eight guns 
there. From the negro’s description I judge they are 32s. He said 
they were smoothbores, but did not appear to know much about them. 

They are building a raft in Red River about 9 miles below Fort 
De Russy. ; é Tee 

It is being made by driving piles, and the intention is then to drift 
logs against them. The first pile was driven on Christmas day. I 
got this information from a negro who is now on the Cricket. He 
was one of 500 who were working on the raft. He left there on the 
morning of the 29th ultimo. Eleven piles were driven when he left. 
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I picked up a refugee yesterday who came from a place called 
Columbia (100 miles above Trinity), on the Ouachita. He came in 
a boat the whole way and saw no obstructions or fortifications. 

A small fortification has been built back of Simmesport at the 
junction of Yellow Bayou with Bayou des Glaises, and there is a 
breastwork, with a couple of fieldpieces, about half a mile below 
Simmesport, on the Atchafalaya. 

On the 30th ultimo the rebels were moving two heavy guns (one a 
rifle) toward Alexandria. 

A man named Dominique Milhas, who left Alexandria on the 23d 
of November, told Captain Gorringe that he assisted to alter the 
Grand Duke into a gunboat about last March. He says that when 
finished she carried one 9-inch and four 8-inch guns and had a 
12-inch oak casemate all around her. 

Walker has been about here with his corps (12,000 men), but has 
now moved up near Fort De Russy. One division (Green’s) has 
gone to Texas to Magruder. Taylor has gone to Shreveport. 
Walker has sixty pieces of artillery. He had twenty-eight pieces 
this side of the Atchafalaya. The batteries that fired on steamers 
were his. There are no guns on this side of Atchafalya now. The 
bridge at Simmesport broke, and the rising of the river caused them 
to move back. 

No steamer has been fired into below here since the Von Phul. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Major-General McPherson, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation near Green- 
ville, Miss. 

Heapquarters SEVENTEENTH ARMY Corps, 
Vicksburg, Miss., January 9, 1863. 
Captain: In consequence of threatening demonstrations by the 
enemy on the river in the vicinity of Greenville, I have sent up a 
brigade under General Leggett, to try and clear them out. Will 
you cooperate with him as far as you can and give him all the infor- 
mation you have of their strength, plans, movements, etc. ? 
Jas. B. McPuerson, 
Major-General. 
Captain Owen, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding District of the Mississippi River. 


(Telegram. ] 


Papucan, [Ky.], January 9, 1864. 
Just arrived here. Steamboat men say it is not safe to try and 
get through the ice. Shall I try it? Captain is confined to his bed. 
Minton Grirriry, 
Eauecutive Officer in Charge. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrmr. 
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Quartermaster 
Parsons, U. S. Army, regarding safe conditions in the Tennessee 
and Cumberland rivers. 


Mississreet SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 10, 1864. 
Dear Sir: Your letter of January 5 has been received, and in 
answer I beg leave to inform you that Captain Fitch is now pa- 
trolling the Tennessee and has orders to let all transports go above 
unless he knows of some particular danger. The Cumberland is 
quite safe now by not tying to the bank. Captain Fitch under- 
stands the order perfectly, having acknowledged the receipt of it. 
In relation to the steamers you are going to build, my advice is to 
build side-wheel steamers and not to use the tubular boiler. Have 
the boilers made larger than usual, and large cylinders. I take 
the stern-wheel vessels because I can put in more guns. Captain Le 
Roy Fitch is the commander of the Cumberland, and he has seven 
gunboats. He considers the guerrillas as quite used up. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admirad. 


Colonel Lewis B. Parsons, 
Chief Quartermaster, Louisville, Ky. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
organization of landing parties. 


U. S. S. Mooss, 
Cumberland River, January 10, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
in regard to the organization of a landing party. 

I had two landing parties, one known as the small-armed men, con- 
sisting of 17 or 18 men from each steamer. This party mans the 
boats when called “away manned and armed.” All the guns on 
board are also manned. 

Then, I had a second party known as the “landing party,” con- 
sisting of 30 from each boat, viz, 28 small-arms men and 2 axemen. 
This party was supposed to land from the steamers direct and to 
operate where the steamers could not; or, in fact, out of range of our 
guns and where we could get at the enemy no other way. Yet, at the 
same time, the gunboats were always to be left in efficient moving 
order with good moving engineers, firemen, pilots, and officers enough 
on board to work and handle them, and men enough to supply am- 
munition and work readily and effectively any two guns, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. 
Navy, transmitting extract regarding wrongs conumitied by officers 
of the Mississippi Squadron. 


Navy Department, January 11, 1864. 
Sir: I transmit herewith an extract from a communication, dated 
the 19th ult., addressed to the President and referred to this De- 
partment, representing that frequent wrongs are committed and op- 
pression used by officers connected with the Mississippi Squadron. 
The subject deserves thorough investigation and the evils men- 
tioned, if true, should be corrected and the perpetrators punished. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[Enclosure—Extract. ] 


I have had frequent opportunities of seeing acts of wrong and op- 
pression committed, I am sorry to say, by men who wear the uniform 
of the United States, and take advantage of their temporary position 
to commit acts which, if known to you, would, I am confident as I 
am living, meet with merited punishment and a few examples would 
soon stop the evil. There is a class of men in the Mississippi Flo- 
tilla, employed in what is called the mosquito or tinclad fleet, that 
have, as a general thing, been sent from the East and given com- 
mands in the above-mentioned service, and which I have seen abused 
most shamefully. From the time they came out West and got control 
of a “tinclad ” up to the present, their sole object has been plunder; 
knowing the war will be over sometime, and that they will return to 
their Eastern homes, they endeavor to get all they can, how they can, 
and where they can. I have known them to land at some wealthy 
plantation and carry off everything of value, from the piano to the 
tea urn, and ship them North for their own use, nor do they confine 
their operations to household goods alone; horses, mules, cattle, etc., 
are appropriated with equal facility, and a few days since one of 
these captains and his friend quarreled, and told on each other having 
a large number of stolen horses and mules on board. There is no 
remedy here. It would be next to insanity for any person in my 
position to attempt to expose or stop these proceedings by applying 
to any authority high or low at this place or anywhere in the fleet, 
but I have often thought if you only knew what was going on, you 
would take measures to at least investigate the matter, and if found 
as represented to effectually stop such proceedings in the future, and 
I firmly believe that a large portion of guerrillas on the Mississippi 
River are men who would have taken the oath of allegiance and kept 
it had they been given an opportunity, had some parts along the 
coast and river not been robbed and depopulated. The proprietors 
would, for their own benefit, if for no other motive, have prevented 
those bands of robbers from infesting the places where they are now 
harbored and encouraged. Every statement in this letter can be sub- 
stantiated by other witnesses, and “ the half has not been told.” 
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Report. of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy, transmitting 
requests from Major-General McPherson, U. 8. Army, for co- 
operation. 

U.S. S. Loursvi11e, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, January 11, 1864. 
Str: I send you the two communications I received this morning 
from General McPherson. I am doing all I can to prevent the rebels 
crossing the river, but I fear they will succeed between this point and 
Egg Point. By your General Order No. 35, military commanders 
must make requisition upon you for a boat; by another general order 
we are ordered to assist the army when practicable and urgent. In 
this case the general has merely asked for the use of a boat, not 
stating the purpose, save going up the Yazoo. But one vessel can 
be spared—if she can—the Carondelet, at Milliken’s Bend. If she 

can be done away with there, and the general states it is very im- 

portant and necessary that a boat should go up the Yazoo at once, 

and giving me the reasons in writing, I shall let her go, believing it 
would meet your approval, as the request comes from General Mc- 

Pherson. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth District. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosures. ] 


Hoagrs. 17TH Army Corps, Depr. or THE TENWESSER, 
Vicksburg, Miss., January 9, 1864. 
Captain: The major-general commanding requests that you send 
a gunboat, if you have one to spare, to report at these headquarters 
to go up the Yazoo River. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. S. Wriarp, 
Major and Aid De Camp. 
Captain Owen, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding District, Mississippi River. 


Hogrs. 17rH Army Corps, Dept. or THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, January A, 1864. 

Caprain: The following dispatch has just been received from 
Brigadier-General Hawkins, commanding Goodrich’s Landing: 

A rebel deserter from Harrison’s cavalry reports that Harrison, with 1,200 
men and artillery, have gone to the Mississippi River in the vicinity of Grand 
Lake, traveling northeast from Monroe through Bastrop. They have 40 empty 
wagons and intended to get them across the river. This statement is corrobo- 
rated by a deserter who came in a day or two Since. 

I have had information during the past week from other sources 
that Harrison’s cavalry were moving into southern Arkansas, and I 
think it is the intention to try and get arms and ammunition across 
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from the east to the west side of the river. They attempted this in 
the vicinity of Rodney, but were unable to accomplish it. 

Will you endeavor to put a stop to any operations of this kind, 
and report to me any information you may learn of the movements 
of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jno. B. McPHERSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Captain Owen, U.S. Navy, 
Skipwith’s Landing. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding 
attempt of Confederates to cross the Mississippi River. 


U.S. S. Loursvii1ez, 
Of Skipwith’s Landing, January 11, 1864. 
Str: By dispatches from the Prairie Bird and Petrel, also from 
other sources, I learn the rebels are trying to cross the river some- 
where between Egg Point and Choctaw Bend. I have made the best 
distribution I can with the four light-drafts, ordering all of them 
farther down the river. The ice has been so thick the last three days 
the enemy has not been able to cross the river if he had the means. 
Yesterday there was heavy skirmishing on Steele’s Bayou, 6 miles 
from here. 
Tam sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. K. Owen, . 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth District. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. 8S. Navy, regarding 
construction of raft in Red River, and other operations in that 
region. 


U.S. Cuocraw, 
Off Red River, January 12, 1864. 

Sir: Several deserters and refugees have been picked up within 
the last few days and all confirm the report in regard to the raft 
below Fort De Russy. None of them except the negro I mentioned 
in my communication of the 8th instant have seen the raft, but they 
are all positive that it is being built. A deserter came in yesterday, 
who left Marksville on the 7th instant. Walker’s troops are sta- 
tioned around there and guard the raft. 

Two men (white), who left Alexandria on the 4th instant, say that 
the falls are covered, but the rocks can be seen. 

They say they heard that the Zndianola’s 11-inch gun had been 
taken to Fort De Russy. 
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They confirm the report (received some time ago) of the burning 
of the Grand Duke at Shreveport. 

They also confirm the report about the fortification at the junction 
of Yellow Bayou and Bayou des Glaises. Scurry’s brigade is sta- 
tioned there. He has only field guns. 

The Red River continues to rise, but not very fast. 

T send an Alexandria paper, which has something about river 
defenses in it. I understand the raft is being built somewhat after 
the style “ Civis ” suggests, 

Very respectfuly, your obedient servant, 
Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg 3d Dist., Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
convoy for transports from White River going to Little Rock, 
Ark. 

U. S. Gunpoar Sitver Croup, 
Memphis, January 12, 1864. 
Str: I have to report that on reaching White River IT found that a 
fleet of eight transports had been sent down from Devall’s Bluff, with 
the freight which they had taken up White River to that post still on 
board, by order of General Steele, for the purpose of going up the 

Arkansas River to Little Rock. Enclosed and marked with letters 

A, B, C, and D are the communications received by the commanding 

officer at the mouth of White River in relation to this convoy. I 

directed that the gunboats Linden and Naumkeag should convoy the 

transports up to Little Rock, leaving as soon as coal had been pro- 
cured, and I presume they left on Friday last. The Arkansas is not 
within my command, but the duty of convoying supplies for General 

Steele’s force rests with the vessels in my district, and in complying 

with his request, I have complied with your general directions till 

such time as you can provide the force for service in the Arkansas. 
T am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Pures, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

‘Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portzr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
transpotation given to delegates to State convention at Little 
Rock. . 

U. S. Gunpoat Sitnver Croup, 
Memphis, January 12, 1864. 


Sir: While at White River on the 6th instant, delegates from 
Helena and vicinity to the State convention, to be convened at Little 
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Rock on Friday last for the purpose of restoring the State of Ar- 
kansas to loyal relations with the General Government, arrived there, 
and were without the means of reaching their destination, on account 
of the stoppage of transports ascending White River, and the long 
delay which would take place in their passage up the Arkansas. The 
Queen City is disabled, and I therefore had her take the station of the 
Covington at Friar’s Point, and sent the latter with the delegates to 
Devall’s Bluff, with orders to return immediately to her station. The 
movement is one of importance in its political and moral bearing 
upon the rebellion, and it seemed to me of consequence that all parts 
of the State should be represented and the convention be as full as 
possible. They were bearers of an urgent request from General 
Buford to afford them the means of reaching Little Rock. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHeres, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


(Telegram. ] 


PapucaH, [Ky.], January 12, 1864. 
I have arrived with the transports from Savannah, Tenn. Shall 
return. Have you any orders. 
Jason Goupy, 
Commanding U.S. S. Tawah. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


(Telegram. ] 


PapucaH, [Ky.], January 12, 1864. 


Crossed with 4,000 cavalry at Savannah, [Tenn.]. All that are 
going to cross have crossed. 
JASON Goupy, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Tawah. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., regarding plot to secure 
five gunboats of the Mississippi Fleet. 


Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 13, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of 8th instant in relation to the plot to get the gun- 
boats, and have no fear of such a thing taking place; still, I will be 
on guard. Five gunboats would stand a poor chance among so many, 
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and I would trust the sailors to any extent. Rebellion is so weak in 
this direction that I can scarcely imagine anyone weak or insane 
enough to try such a scheme. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Ginron Wettrs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. 
Forest Rose. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, January 13, 1864. 
Sir: Come to Natchez at once and take in enough coal to carry 
your vessel to Red River and back. I propose going down, and will 
start at 9:30 a. m., the 14th. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Jounston, 
Commanding U. 8. 8. Forest Rose. 


General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding dis- 
position of prizes captured below White River. 


GENERAL ORDER, U.S. Mississrpp1 SQUADRON, 
No. 156. } Flagship Black Hawk, January 13, 1864. 

Hereafter all prizes captured below White River will be sent to 
New Orleans and turned over to the prize commissioners there. 

Great injustice is done in the cases where prizes are sent to Cairo, 
and there seems to be a very remote possibility of the captors obtain- 
ing their rights. 

Commanders of vessels are directed, when vessels are sent to New 
Orleans, to obtain all the evidence required to condemn and send a 
suitable officer in charge of the prizes. All prizes so sent must be re- 
ported to me, with all the particulars, without delay. 

Davin D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Miss. Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pheips, U. S. Navy, regarding 
transportation of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, from 
Memphis to Vicksburg by U.S. 8. Silver Cloud. 


U. S. Gunzoar Sitver Croup, 
Memphis, January 13, 1864. 
Str: On the 10th instant the Juliet reached here, having on board 
General Sherman. Force of circumstances has rendered it neces- 
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sary for me to know of her orders and as far as possible carry out 
your views as indicated in them. The Juliet reached here much 
strained in the hull and cut by ice and with her rudders injured. 
At night she took fire in the pilot house. I got on board her as 
soon as possible and found that Captain Watson had the fire already 
under control, and that his measures to save his vessel were in every 
way judicious, and were being carried out with alacrity and good 
order. Although the pilot house was consumed, the upper deck was 
not burned through. In another letter I shall report the arrest of 
two men belonging to an army steamer. 

This accident from fire, added to other injuries from ice, rendered 
it impossible for the Juléet to carry General Sherman to his desti- 
nation as anticipated by you, and I therefore offered to place this 
vessel at his disposal, an offer at first declined but since accepted. 
I inclose a copy of General Sherman’s note to me, and of my order 
to Captain O’Neil. 

This vessel is in readiness, her hull well protected with planking 
and sheet iron, and she will no doubt make her way with ease to and 
from Vicksburg. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portsr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


(Enclosure. ] 


Heapquarters, DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Memphis, January 13, 1864. 
Caprain: General Sherman desires that you will give the neces- 
sary orders for having the gunboat, as proposed this morning, ready 
for his use to-morrow at 4 p. m., and instruct the officer in command 
to a such landings on the way to Vicksburg as the general may 
wish. 
I presume it would also be proper to inform the officer in com- 
mand that there will be three staff officers to accompany the general. 
T am, captain, with very much respect, 
L. M. Dayton, 
Aid-de-Camp. 
Captain Puetps, U. S. Navy, 
Memphis. 


U. S. Gunpoat Stiver Croup, 
Memphis, January 13, 1864. 

Sir: You will have this vessel in readiness at 4 p. m. this day to 
receive on board General Sherman and staff and to proceed with 
lim to Vicksburg and other points, and you will place yourself under 
his orders. 

It is his purpose to return with you. On arriving here, proceed 
up river and report to me. 
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Should General Sherman not wish to return with you or other- 
wise require your services, you will return up river without delay 
and report to me. 

While on this service carry the guard flag as directed in general 
orders of the admiral. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. Puexes, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Volunteer Kieutenant Commanding A. F. O’Nem, U. S. Navy, 
Gunboat Silver Cloud, Memphis, Tenn. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
readiness for service of the U. S. S. Eastport. 


U. S. Gunsoar Sitver Croup, 
Memphis, January 13, 1864. 
Str: The Lastport is fully repaired and ready for service, except 
that she has only coal for one day on board, and there is none at 
White River or elsewhere that she can reach by one day’s running. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtes, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davmw D. Porter, U. 8S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Master Watson, U.S. Navy, commanding U.S.S. 
Juliet, regarding the trip from Cairo, Lll., to Memphis, Tenn. 


U. S. Gunpoat JULIET, 
Memphis, January 14, 1864. 

Str: I have to report to you the arrival of the U. S. gunboat 
Juliet, under my command, at this place at noon of the 10th instant. 
The following is a report of my trip: Left Cairo January 6 at 5 
a. m.; arrived at Columbus same date, at 9 a. m. While there 
sheathed my bows with spare bucket planks and such lumber as I 
had on board. Left Columbus on the 7th at 6 a.m. Our progress 
was much obstructed by the large quantity of ice. As the sheathing 
did not answer the purpose, I landed at 4 p. m., cut a forked tree, 
and placed it over the stern, suspended by a small stream chain. 
The large body of ice piling up on it parted the chain and let the tree 
adrift. Finding my bows badly chafed and in many places nearly 
through, I landed again, cut four medium-sized trees, placed one on 
top of the other, and bolted them together, thus forming a crib. 
This I suspended over the bows with one of my bow chains, which 
answered the purpose of protecting my bows. In many places the 
river was almost impassable, being gorged from side to side and 
filled with large fields of ice from 4 to 6 inches thick, particularly 
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at Forts Pillow and Randolph. When within 60 miles of this place 
the boat became unmanageable. It was discovered that two of the 
rudders were broken, twisted, and otherwise damaged. I again 
landed and repaired them temporarily, and finally arrived here on 
the 10th instant. Upon examination I found the bows and sides 
badly chafed, the oakum out in places, two bow timbers broken, and 
wheel much damaged. I have applied to Captain Pattison for the 
necessary repairs. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. Sroucuton Watson, 
Acting Master, Commanding U.S. Gunboat Juliet. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy, to Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. 
Forest Rose, to proceed as convoy to. prize steamer Ben Franklin. 


U. S. S. Louisvii1e, 
Of Skipwith’s Landing, January 14, 1864. 
Str: You will convoy the prize steamer Ben Franklin as far as 
the Petrel. Find out from her the best position for you to take, 
which I think will be about 25 miles below the Petrel. Keep a sharp 
lookout for rebels on both sides of the river. Convoy all vessels 
when necessary. Remain at your position until further orders from 
me. Burn all the wood you can, and use as little coal as possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth District. 


Lieutenant Jno. V. Jounsron, 
Commanding Forest Rose. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Greer, U.S. Navy, in view of reported plot for the capture 
of gunboats. 

Mississtppt SQUADRON, 

Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 14, 1864. 
Str: I have received information from the Government that there 
is a plot on foot to seize some of the gunboats, and that five are 
already named as ready to go over. I can scarcely believe anyone 
insane enough to attempt such a thing; still it behooves every com- 
mander to be on his guard. It is asserted that persons are now en- 
tering the service with this intent, and I want every commander of 

division to watch closely every new officer that enters the service. 
Keep an espionage over them, so that every word will be noted 
until you are satisfied that nothing of the kind exists. The rebels 
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have been so treacherous from the beginning that there is nothing 
they will not attempt. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porrrr, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Comdg. Benton, and Fourth District Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8. Navy, requesting a repert on ironclads for the infor- 
mation of Congress. 


Navy Department, January 15, 1864. 

My Dear Apmirat: Congress has called for all official reports and 
dispatches relative to ironclads, and we are preparing a book which 
will exceed in bulk the whole report of the Secretary of the Navy. 
We thought you might like a résumé of your wonderful experience 
in ironclads and draw a comparison between them and the monitors, 
three of which are well advanced in Cincinnati. I recollect that you 
early predicted the success of the first monitor at a time when many 
engineers and line officers thought she would not float. Your ex- 
perience and information are worth placing on record, and we will 
afford you an opportunity to place yourself on record in regard to 
ironclads generally. Please run up to Cincinnati and look at those 
vessels before you write, and let us have your letter to the Secretary 
in about a month. 

Meigs will authorize Grant to build some light-draft gunboats 
above the Mussel Shoals, at Bridgeport, and to prevent any military 
gunboats I told him we would arm and man them. That 1s, we will 
take all he will build; not a bad bargain. 

Very truly, yours, G. Vs Fox, 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lu. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting list of 
vessels of his command. 


MississtpPr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 15, 1564. 
Str: I have the honor to inclose herewith semimonthly report of 
the vessels of this squadron, with their present stations and remain, 
sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, ; 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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[Enclosure. | 
Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 

Areosyaceiccep anene Senne Acting Ensign John C. Morong......----------- Donaldsonville. 
PAbrahaims ssc ce ease Acting Ensign Wm. Wagner........--.--------- Cairo. 
Alexandria-....25..----2 Acting Master D. P. Rosenmiller.......-.--.---- Do. 
BlackHawk «cones «neces Lieut. Commander K. R. Breese-.-. Do. 
IBENTON..22). sae aes eeeee Lieut. Commander Jas. Greer........-.--------- atchez. F 
Brilliantcini ce ¢ s2-ce acess Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas. G. Perkins.....-.- Cumberland [River]. 
(BTOWilesa cena ce meee Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. A. French........--- Cairo. : 
Chillicothe | Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. P. Couthouy..--.--- Mouth of Red River. 
Choctaw Lieut. Commander Frank M. Ramsay....------ _Do. ; 
Carondelet Acting Masters. ©. GipsOles etme seas aeeiae Skipwith’s Landing. 
Conestoga Lieut. Commander Thos. O. Selfridge....-.-..-- Mouth of Red River. 
CHORCt pana aos es Acting Master H. H. Gorringe.......----------- Do. 
Covingtons 23s... 2S Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. P. Lord.........-- Island [No.] 65. 
Clara:Dolsene 5222.0 -- Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Scott........-.--- Cairo. ; 
Championo we eeee ee” ActingsMastersA Pinel psis sneer er oeenn sane eee Mouth of Red River. 
Cutlew=. = oases tesco ose Acting Bnsign Herbs O Net sees mee cree eee Cairo. 
Cincinnatie aces ba soso encess oe eeemecemsa gee ae nomen Repairing 
Masport... 2525. 022 sete Lieut. Commander S. L. Phelps... . Helena. 
1Dp.¢0) Stesahe cme Bene Seer Acting Volunteer Lieut. J.S. Hurd........-..-- Below Columbus, [Ky.]. 
MISSOK PvE. ihn to reo ee Commander Robt. Townsend....-...-..-------- Donaldsonville. 
Borest Rose. <.ch = ease Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. V. Johnston...-...--- Cole’s Creek. __ 
aD play. veces sees ee eas Metin eg Mas tersGi, J GhOVCS mses = Serer == eee Cumberland River. 
Pawo seok footer 22 26 Acting Master John: Ri. Graces. 2222322... Island [No.] ‘£84.’ 
GeneralveTice: 22 -2-25- Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. Richardson. ....-- Mouth of Red River. 
General Bragg......---- Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. Dominy..-.-..-.-..-- Do. 
Great Western........-- Acting Master Thomas Bates << J2een6<e0c-o=- = Goodrich’s Landing. 
General Lyon.........:- Y Pilot Rik. Bweniws. 2c. scasccesteen cee = sage er Below. 
General Pillow......-.-- Acting Mastend..C, Bumnerssss:to-2e-e- 452-2 Cairo-Guard Boat. 
RET aStIN gSh ac see en ere Acting Master J. W. Morehead...........--.---- On the ways. 
Judge Torrence. .-....-- Acting Master Jeremiah Irwin... Natchez. 
Juliet Acting Master John S. Watson...... Mouth of Red River. 
Key West Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. M. King Tennessee River. 
Kenwood Acting Master John Swaney....--..2.-:..------ Below Port Gibson. 
atayette.--2- = 52-6 = Lieut. Commander JOP. Poster. 2.23.22 2- ee -- Bayou Sara. 
Mouisvilles sce. 2250 oe Lieut. Commander E. K. Owen......-...-.----- Skipwith’s Landing. 
Lexington 5. sce.0-6 - $5. LiOtt.i GOs My DaChGee see. sees semoceeeee sees Mouth of Red River. 
PANGS ona seer ACting Master Thos: M. Parrell® 2.2.52 -s2.--- White River. 
ittle Rebele. a. 55 224 Acting: Ensien-NoD. Rennells s...: the -<cesane 2 Mouth of Red River. 
Mound City: 2... --6e-<<- Lieut. Commander Byron Wilson............--- Davis plantation. 
Hort Hindman? .22-.-<- Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Pearce...........-. Mouth of Red River. 
Marmora:tyrc: ee acssae 3 Acting’ Master Thos: Gibsons oc wees a ase as Greenville, [Miss.] 
MOOSeE. oueth see ce ees Lieut. Commander LeRoy Fitch Cumberland [River?]. 
New National. ........-.. Rilot..As (My Grants see cs eee oe Gone below. 
INaumkeag 22. 4.2 52..-eee- Acting Master John Rogers White River. 
INGOShOS bale seen comet. Acting Volunteer Lieut. Sam. Howard ........-. Mouth of Red River. 
Osade eee ose cee eee Acting Master @hos. Wright .......2. 2.0 s..-.-2 0. Near Red River. 
Oiaehitges soe cee eee o Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. R. Langthorne..-..- Ready for service. 
Pittspare yeh acces se Acting Volunteer Lieut. Wm. R. Hoel.........- Grand Gulf. 
TEKS) 0) La oe nat eee Acting Master Thos. McElroy...............-..- Cypress Bend. 
IPT AKIO ISIN sc ccc s 2 Acting Ensign J. W. Chambers... Below Napoleon, [Ark.]. 
PAW EP AWiescd-ceccn ter ee Acting Master A. F, Thompson Tennessee River. 
IPCOSUa Nea cnc e ene ee ae Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thos. E. Smith........ 0. 
Queen Cityeres-eeee eee Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. W. Brown........ White River. 
WROMmGO; Me esacaa- ssc ACtine Master Mb alder a ccee sane ne ere aoe Napoleon. 
athlete - serene ace = Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jas. Laning...........- Below Greenville. 
PROG ROVElS 225. 0s eee Acting Volunteer Lieut. W. R. Wells........... Cairo, for repairs. 
ROD Dita went = aomeuesees Acting Ensign Lloyd Thomas...._.........-.... Visiting the fleet below. 
Reind cehs- a. co sats Acting Volunteer Lieut. Henry A. Glassford....) Cumberland River. 
Digna line asec werent ts CUNEO NSION Vin ken leoaeee aac. eer eee Morganza. 
Springfield; : . s4.2-.2.- Acting Master Jos. Watson... .........-...+----- Cumberland River. 
BS Cen Ley re eve eter rere nia Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thos. B. Gregory... ... Near Donaldsonville. 
BOVGLGION < Sa cceciccscr ails pes eels Sete Rea eae ace renee ne Laid up. 
Silver Wakeccnacve.-ce man Acting Ensignwk C. Coyle. . 2.2. se cceeee ce eee Cumberland River. 
Silver(Cloudis =. 322s -2e- Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. F. O’Neil........... Below Columbus. 
SAID DSOUS. roe. eases = Acting Ensign Jos. D. Buckly..................- At Helena. 
PR UISCULIN Deere eielel ae niet Lieut. Commander Jas. W. Shirk..............- Laid up. 
BRVIGI as Stata se sae teeee Lieut. Commander Jas. M. Prichett............- White River. 
VANES Rs 1 eee eter ae eter ys Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jason Goudy........... Tennessee River. 
MOnSAS. Vie... diac sece Acting Master’ BH. G. Vani Pele. cect. cc cl ntl Cairo. 
WACTOLY can cacc tat moe ok Acting Ensign Frederick Read Cumberland and Ohio [riv- 

ers]. 
New Era....... abot sock Acting Master Jas. Marshall Ise No. 10. 
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CINCINNATI, January 16, 1864. 
Will send the Argosy [No. 2] as soon as the river is ope; also the 
inattresses. 
Cuas. W. Liruersury, 
Acting Ensign. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, in response to charges 
of depredations committed by Eastern officers commanding tin- 
clads, and transmitting complaints against the Marine Brigade. 


Misstssrppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 17, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of January 11, in relation to certain charges made against 
Eastern officers, commanding tinclads, ete. In the first place only 
four Eastern officers command tinclads. Three of them have not been 
stationed in the Mississippi since the fall of Vicksburg, having been 
in the Cumberland, Tennessee, and White rivers, and the other, Mr. 
Watson, has only lately been appointed, and left here with his vessel 
six days ago, with General Sherman on board. I have had but three 
cases reported to me for trespassing within the last year—Acting 
Masters Hentig, Sinclair, and Shaw. The two former were dis- 
missed, and the latter resigned, to avoid an investigation into his 
conduct, which I heard of only after he was out of the service. A 
short time since, during the absence of Lieutenant Wilson, of the 
Mound City, I received an anonymous communication, accusing the 
officers of the Mound City of certain improprieties, on which I 
wrote Lieutenant Wilson, the letter marked “A,” and ordered a court 
of enquiry; also wrote to Mr. Sparrow, who was stated to be a suf- 
ferer, the letter marked “B.” Mr. Sparrow turned out to be an 
officer in the rebel service, and the letter was returned to me. The 
court of enquiry has not yet reported. When they do, [ will send the 
record to the Department. I mention this circumstance to show how 
earnestly opposed I am, and have been, from the beginning, to any 
molestation of the inhabitants along the river, and don’t hesitate to 
say (with the exception of the Mound City case) that I believe the 
charge against the Mississippi Squadron to be a libel. I enclose gen- 
eral orders * which will show how impossible it is to have any of these 
outrages committed without my knowing it, for necessity compels me, 
in a war like this, to take certain percautions to know what goes on 
in every vessel. The reports I receive from the planters from below 
(every one of whom visits me to get my assistance, and obtain passes 
when they come up) is highly creditable to the Navy, and our arm 
of the service has no cause to be ashamed of its action on this river, 
with the exception of the ound City case, and as yet, I know not if 
the officers deserve censure. 

T am convinced that the whole of this report originated from the 
conduct of General Ellet’s Ram Fleet, which is still in existence, and 


*Already published in this and preceding volumes. 


694 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


has been passed over to the Army with the Marine Brigade; or it is 
the Marine Brigade which commits depredations on friends and foes 
alike. I enclose you copies of reports sent to me by parties who have 
suffered from these bands of plunderers, who have plundered, and 
claimed to be attached to the Navy. The Marine Brigade has six 
rams accompanying it, which naturally gives rise to the idea that 
they are tinclads. They wear the naval uniform the same as we do, 
only trimmed with silver, instead of gold. While these persons were 
under my command I controlled them, the same as naval vessels. 
These rams are frequently seen cruising about by our vessels, but 
courtesy to General Grant forbids my interfering with them, though 
I have forwarded several reports against them. There will be no 
justice on this river to the inhabitants until the Ram Fleet is broken 
up and the Marine Brigade placed under strict Army control, which 
is not the case at present. 

The Department may rest assured that nothing of an improper 
kind will be passed over in this squadron without its being promptly 
noticed and reported. “C,” “ D,’ and “ E,” are reports sent to me, 
showing how the inhabitants are treated, all of which I know to be 
true. 

T will say in conclusion that no horses, mules, furniture, or any- 
thing else could be sent up here without my knowledge. The only 
horses ever sent here were 7 that were captured in Tennessee River 
from guerrillas, whose horses and arms fell into our hands. They 
were sold for the benefit of captors, and proceeds turned over to 
the court of the district. Six months ago (or during the siege of 
Vicksburg) 34 mules were captured from the rebel army and turned 
over to the court, and 4 mules and 4 horses, captured while hauling 
rebel ammunition, also turned over to the court; these were the only 
cases. Nothing could be put on board a river steamer without my 
knowing it, as no vessel can board any steamer on the river, nor 
stop her (except to send: dispatches) without reporting it to me. 
The dispatch boats are all examined the moment they come to the 
wharf boat. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[Enclosures. ] 


AG 


Catro, November 30, 1864. 

Sir: I am not in the habit of noticing anonymous communications. 
A man who is afraid to sign his name to a paper is generally one 
who is disposed to stab in the dark. The enclosed paper is one reflect- 
ing so on your ship that I deem it due to all named that the closest 
investigation should be made in regard to the charges contained 
therein. If these charges are true, I will leave nothing undone to 
have a punishment inflicted commensurate with the offense. I know 
you will feel indignant, with myself, that so great a stigma should 
rest upon a vessel that has an historic renown, and that has borne 
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herself so well in all the battles of the Mississippi River, wherein 
she has been engaged. I will order a court of enquiry into the 
matter, and in the meantime I trust to you to take the matter in 
hand and obtain all the information necessary relating to the charges 
and leave no stone unturned to bring the offenders, if any, to justice. 
You will at once institute a search for articles said to be taken from 
the houses on shore, and place under arrest the parties who have them 
in their possession. The best plan will be to make a sudden examina- 
tion while all hands are at muster. But I leave the matter to you, 
knowing that you will take the proper steps to vindicate the reputa- 
tion of the Navy, and to bring to punishment anyone who has so 
grossly violated my orders. The sentences lately imposed on officers 
and men alike will give the offenders some foreshadowing of what 
they will come to. ; 

Trusting to your high sense of honor, your vigilance, and general 

attention to my orders, to ferret this matter through, I remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander Byron Witson, 
Commanding U.S. S. Mound City, Skipwith’s Landing. 


B. 


Mississtpr1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, November 30, 1863. 

Sir: I have received an anonymous communication from some per- 
son belonging to the Mound City, complaining of outrages committed 
on your property by the officers and crew of that vessel during the 
absence of the commander on leave of absence. 

I can scarcely realize that any officer under my command could be 
guilty of such flagrant disobedience of orders, and I want to come at 
the facts. I have ordered a court of enquiry into the matter, and 
will ferret out the wrongdoers, if any wrong has been done; and 
though the author of the charges has improperly complained in an 
anonymous letter, when he should not have hesitated to sign his 
name, I deviate from the rule I have laid down not to notice anony- 
nous letters, because I think there must be some cause for such grave 
charges. The substantiation of one of them would be sufficient to 
bring the offender to punishment. foe 

I don’t know who you are or what are your proclivities, but my 
rule is to permit injury to none who are peaceably disposed, and who 
are not fighting against the Government of the Union. _ 

Those who are opposed to us I pity for their infatuation. God 
Almighty is punishing them all in His own way and I leave them to 
His vengeance. : 

You will be pleased to give me all the information you can in rela- 
tion to the Mound City outrages complained of, and those of your 
neighbors, who have suffered anything, will also be prepared to 
appear and give true evidence. I wish it particularly understood, 
though, that I want no combination of rebel sympathizers, getting 
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up stories against one of my vessels; nor do I feel any sympathy for 
those who are rebels at heart and suffer in these raids. What I do 
is done as a matter of duty. The Government of the United States 
does not need to resort to such means to put down the rebellion, and 
no officers or men under my command should play the part of rob- 
bers and freebooters. 

Very respectfully, Davip D. Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, Mississippi Squadron. 
Mr. Sparrow, 
Near Lake Providence. 


C. 


On Boarp U. S. S. Genera Lyon, August 7, 1563. 


Sir: I am a resident of Lake St. Joseph, Parish of Tensas, La., 
and I am the owner of two [plantations] and have the management of 
three others, with an aggregate of over 500 negroes on them. On the 
approach of General Grant’s army, the latter part of April, I re- 
moved from four of the plantations over 400 of the negroes with all 
my valuables to Mississippi, where I remained until about the 18th or 
19th of July, when I returned. On the 21st I was visited by a por- 
tion of the Marine Brigade, commanded by Captain Crandall, who 
broke open my storeroom, where nearly everything that I had 
brought back was stored, when they took off and destroyed my 
property to the amount of $20,000, consisting, in part, of the follow- 
ing articles: 

One tureen and stand, 2 waiters, 4 dozen large and 4 dozen small 
forks, 4 dozen dessert and 4 dozen teaspoons, 4 dozen large [spoons], 4 
covered dishes, 1 coffee urn, 2 waiters, 4 dozen large, 4 dozen small 
forks, 1 egg stand, 2 fruit trays, 4 saucer mats, 2 teapots, 1 slopbowl, 
2 sugar dishes, 1 milk pitcher with cover, 1 spoon stand, 4 wine tum- 
blers, 4 dozen tumblers, 6 punch tumblers with arms, 1 punch vessel 
with urn and ladle, 2 large ladles, 4 small ones, 2 large gravy spoons, 
3 Fe nive 6 salt sets, 1 dozen egg spoons, 1 dozen coffee spoons (in 
sixes). 

All of the above were marked “ H. W.,” the initials of the name 

of my home place (Hilly Wood) ; and of a different pattern, 1 dozen 
large, 1 dozen dessert, and 1 dozen table spoons, marked “ Hilly 
Wood,” 1 dozen large spoons marked “R.,” 1 dozen small spoons 
marked “R”; all the foregoing articles are solid silver, and the 
following plated articles: Six water pitchers, 6 dish covers, 8 chafing 
dishes and stands, 1 teakettle with stand and lamp, 1 coffee and 1 tea- 
pot, 2 teapots, 2 pitchers, 6 flower pots and glasses, 4 pair of candle- 
sticks; 10 dozen napkins, large size, 8 dozen doilies, 4 dozen worsted 
do., 20 pair of linen sheets, 10 pair of cotton sheets, 20 pair of 
linen pillow cases, 10 pair of linen bolster covers, 6 dozen towels, 4 
marseilles counterpanes, 12 pairs of blankets, 1 large afghan lined 
‘and with tassels, 5 green silk curtains, lined; 2 sets of 3 curtains 
each (damask), 1 set of 5 curtains, 2 barrels of whisky, 1 of rum, 4 
barrels of lard, 2 of pork, 3 of sugar, 8 of bacon, 50 bushels of salt, 
2 boxes of cotton for negroes’ clothes, 2 boxes of shoes, 2 boxes of 
books, 1 box, 7 bottles powder, 10 or 12 bags of assorted shot, residue, 
a large number of articles of which I have no memorandum. 
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All these articles were taken after a promise from the commander 
that nothing should be touched. If you can by any means arrest 
any of the men, you will greatly oblige, 

Yours, Joun Rovuru. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 


D. 


. U.S.S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, December 21, 1863. 

Srr: I have the honor to inform you that I have received a report 
from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wright, commanding the Forest 
Rose, in regard to the action of the Marine Brigade, in which he 
says at Duncan’s plantation they killed cattle, took cows, mules, a 
horse, and some negroes. They captured a six-mule team from Mr. 
Graves (he is Mr. Duncan’s overseer) when going after salt for the 
plantation. The next day, he (Mr. Graves) went to see the com- 
manding officer of the brigade, told him the salt was for the planta- 
tion, and handed him his protection papers given him by Major 
McKee when provost-marshal of Natchez. The major handed them 
back, replying that he had taken just such men as he (Graves) was 
prisoners. * * * He took his horse and saddle from him, and 
put him under guard, not releasing him until the steamers were ready 
to leave. They took mules, horses, cattle, and negroes from nearly 
every plantation between Duncan’s and Mr. Kemp’s (4 miles above 
Waterproof) and robbed them of poultry generally. The people feel 
very bitter at the result thereof. I made the remark that “ The gun- 
boats were not engaged in it,” and received the reply, “ Yes, they 
were; there were two gunboats along.” The people look upon the 
rams Monarch and Switzerland as being under the contro! of the 
Navy, and consequently accredit us with their pillaging * * *. 
The Marine Brigade has done more toward embittering them (the 
people along the river) toward our cause than any movement yet 
made under the auspices of the Navy. Many who suffered thereby 
are known to entertain strong Union sentiments. 

I have made a statement of the conduct of the Marine Brigade to 
General McPherson, under whose immediate orders they are. 

The boats engaged in this business were the Monarch, Switzerland, 
Baltic, Diana, and Adams. 

Very respectfully, James A. GREER, 
Commanding Benton. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


E 


Catro, Inu., December 26, 1863. 


Dear Sir: I reside in the county of Bolivar, State of Mississippi, 
near the Bolivar Landing. In the months of August and September 
last the United States Marine Brigade fleet was in our neighborhood 
several times. Each of two different times, while there, the men came 
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to my house and robbed me of my wearing apparel, also that of my 
brother, Doctor E. Y. Field, and took many articles from my house, 
borrowed my saddle, pretendingly, but with no intention of returning 
it. They then took my brother out and tied him, to force him to tell 
where my money was, as they said, in gold, threatened his life. He 
told them they could kill him, but that he could not tell them where 
the money was, for I had none, hid or buried. They then told him, 
“vou havea horse.” “ Yes,” he said, he had one; made him produce 
him; then told him, if he would give them $100 in greenback 
money or gold he could have his horse back; he could not do so, for 
he had no greenbacks or gold. His horse was taken off. My knives 
and forks were taken off my table, while eating. Many little annoy- 
ing thefts about my house too tedious to mention. I hope you will 
put a stop to such proceedings, and that my brother’s horse will be 
returned to him. He is a poor man and practicing physician, and 
has been a quiet man during the war. He has no property. 

As for myself, I was opposed to secession, and have been a quiet, 
peaceable man at home ever since this war commenced, and have been 
engaged in no army movements in any way against the United States, 
and am over conscript age, and have no son, consequently none in the 
army. 

Your obedient servant, C. J. Frevp. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Correspondence regarding construction, on the Wiard plan, of Army 
steamboats on the upper Tennessee River, to be armed and manned 
by the Navy. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy. 


Navy DerparrmMent, January 18, 1864. 

Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter dated the 15th instant, 
addressed to the Department by Quartermaster-General Meigs, and a 
copy of one addressed by him to General Grant, in regard to the con- 
struction and arming and equipping of steamboats for service on the 
upper Tennessee. 

The Department authorizes you to extend such aid as may be in 
your power toward arming and manning the boats to which Quarter- 
master-General Meigs refers. 

Very respectfully, Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[Enclosures. ] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 16, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter to Major-General 
Grant, of this date, in regard to the construction of armed steamboats 
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on the upper Tennessee. Please communicate it to Admiral Porter, 
with such instructions as may be proper. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C._Mries, 
Vuartermaster-General. 
Hon. G. V. Fox, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
rae: Washington City, January 15, 1864. 

GxENERAL: I have consulted with the Navy Department in regard 
to gunboats for the upper Tennessee. I think the prospect of getting 
boats from the lower to the upper river doubtful, and I have in- 
structed Colonel [Langdon C.] Easton, chief quartermaster of the 
Army of the Cumberland, to have two or more of the larger class of 
steamboats now building at Bridgeport, Ala., prepared to receive a 
light armament, on the plan of certain light-draft armed transports 
built by Mr. Norman Wiard for this department, and now in service 
on the Atlantic bays and rivers. 

I am informed at the Navy Department that, if you desire it, not 
only armament, boat howitzers, and rifles on sliding carriages, but 
crews to man these boats will be supplied by Admiral Porter. If 
you desire that more than two steamers shall be fitted for such arma- 
ment it will be done. 

While in Louisville I ordered six more engines to be constructed, 
making in all thirteen new engines, of which seven were nearly ready 
for delivery. 

Five steamers were at work on the upper Tennessee; one hull was 
ready to launch, one was partly in frame, four more would be set up 
at Bridgeport immediately, and at Kingston General Foster was 
making arrangements for constructing three, all to be sent to Bridge- 
port to receive their engines. 

Two boats had been purchased and were being fitted to ascend the 
Tennessee River and run over the Mussel Shoals if the water rises. I 
fear they will not succeed. 

T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. Metes, 
Quartermaster-General. 

Major-General U. S. Grant, 

Comdg. Military Div. of the Miss., Hdgrs. Nashville, Tenn. 


Order of the Quartermaster-General to Quartermaster Easton. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 15, 1864. 
Cotone: I sent to Captain Arthur Edwards, in charge of steam- 
boats building at Bridgeport, a copy of a pamphlet by Mr. Norman 
Wiard, descriptive of an armed transport for shallow water, which 
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he has devised and of which one or two have been purchased by 
the Quartermaster’s Department for service in the shallow bays and 
sounds and rivers of our Eastern coast. General Grant was very 
desirous of having some gunboats on the upper Tennessee River. 
The chance of those waiting at the Mussel Shoals getting over them 
within any short period is small. I wish, therefore, that two of 
the steamboats being constructed at Bridgeport, say one stern-wheel 
and one side-wheel, may be finished on the general plan of those 
described by Mr. Wiard; the hulls to be built after the style of the 
Lookout and of the side-wheel steamer now on the stocks, but the 
cabins, the yawls, the derricks, and other accessories to be prepared 
for the reception of an armament and of a crew according to 
Wiard’s plan. Upon consulting the Navy Department this morn- 
ing, I am informed that, if desired by General Grant, Admiral 
Porter will furnish armament and a crew for these armed steamers. 
I ordered, whilst in Louisville, contracts to be made for six more 
engines, two side-wheel and four stern-wheel, of the same size as 
those heretofore ordered. Contracts were made accordingly. The 
small engine ordered for the Missionary, ready to launch about the 
2d of January, was nearly completed. Captain Edwards expected 
to launch the Missionary about the 2d of January. He had a 
large part of the frame of a side-wheel boat, 27 feet beam and 170 
feet long, up, and was to lay down immediately four other boats. 
In Louisville I saw Captain Clements, sent from Kingston to pro- 
cure tools and materials for construction at Kingston by General 
Foster of three steamboat hulls, which, when finished, will be sent 
to Bridgeport to receive their engines. He had shipped all his 
materials and tools. I wish you, therefore, to instruct Captain 
Edwards to build the yawls and provide the fittings necessary to 
prepare not less than two of the large-class steamboats for such an 
armament as is described in Mr. Wiard’s pamphlets. The Navy 
Department will advise Admiral Porter to supply the armament 
and crew if desired by General Grant, to whom I write by this mail. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. Meres, 
Quartermaster-General. 
Lieutenant-Colonel L. C. Easron, 
Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Cumberland, Chattanooga. 


{[ Endorsement. ] 


Heapquarters DepaRTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
Chattanooga, April 24, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Major-General W. T. Sherman, com- 
manding military division of the Mississippi, with the request that 
he will notify Admiral Porter that there are now four gunboats 
nearly ready for the reception of their armaments, and with the 
request that he will supply the same and provide crews, according to 
the understanding with the Navy Department referred to within. 
Gro. H. Tuomas, 
Major-General U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding. 
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General order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding depre- 
dations committed by the fleet on unarmed citizens. 


GENERAL OrpeEr, U.S. Mississteet SquapRon, 
No. 158. Flagship Black Hawk, January 18, 1864. 

It has been my endeavor to draw up such rules and regulations 
for this squadron that no officer or man could claim ignorance of the 
law or deviate from its requirements for want of proper teaching. 
It has been my ambition that the character of the fleet should remain 
untarnished during a war where unbridled license had had too much 
sway, and where (I regrét to say) the honor of the flag has been sul- 
lied more than once by the conduct of unprincipled persons. If I 
should shut my eyes and ears to the fact that some of my command 
are rioting in excesses disgraceful to humanity, I should be as cul- 
pable as the offenders and unworthy the trust placed in me by the 
Government. 

Order is Heaven’s first law, and I intend to have it, if it leads to the 
dismissal of every one concerned in committing outrages on unoffend- 
ing persons. One would suppose that the reputation of the fleet would 
be sufficiently dear to every one connected with it to prevent anything 
like an act of injustice against persons not in arms against the Gov- 
ernment, and it might be inferred that the intelligence for which our 
country had credit hitherto would be a guarantee against acts com- 
mitted contrary to the rules of civilized warfare and the laws of 
humanity. 

I regret to say that I have been deeply mortified in one or two in- 
stances by the conduct of persons in charge of some of the gunboats, 
the most prominent of whom are Acting Master F. T. Coleman and 
Acting Ensign S. B. Coleman, of the ound City. These two officers, 
in the absence of their gallant commander (who has led the Mound 
City through battles that will render her name historic and which 
have reflected much honor and credit on the brave crew), have com- 
mitted offenses against the laws of justice and humanity which call 
for the severest punishment the law can inflict. Lost to all sense of 
propriety and regardless of all orders, they have both indulged in a 
system of petty pillaging and outrages on unarmed individuals, and 
have converted the vessel of which they had charge into an instru- 
ment of tyranny and aversion to the people, instead of upholding 
that nice sense of honor, propriety, and discipline by which the Navy 
has been known since it first had an existence. 

After a careful investigation into the charges alleged against them, 
F. T. Coleman and S. B. Coleman have been found guilty of a vio- 
lation of article 7, section 1, and violation of Squadron Orders No. 4, 
24, and 42; guilty of placing two quartermasters on watch while they 
were below; violation of article 10, inflicting other punishment than 
allowed by law; and guilty of cruelty to seamen; violation of article 
8, section 2, going beyond the range of guns; pillaging houses, and 
taking therefrom chinaware, boxes, trunks, glass, and even an ivory 
crucifix; and permitting others to commit similar outrages; culpably 
inefficient in the performance of their duties, and other offenses un- 
becoming officers and gentlemen. These acts demand the severest 
punishment, and it will not be through any fault of mine if it is not 
meted out. 
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Added to other bad conduct of these officers is a charge of cruelty 
to seamen, which is never inflicted by any one but officers who have 
not the moral character to command the respect of their subordinates 
and maintain discipline. I will take this opportunity to pay a trib- 
ute to the good conduct of the crew of the Mound City, who, notwith- 
standing the ill treatment shown them in the absence of their com- 
mander, and the bad example set them by the officers, have conducted 
themselves like honest men, and though a few of them participated 
in the outrages committed by the orders of certain of the officers, 
I hold them entirely blameless. considering the example of their 
superiors. bd 

The court of enquiry has brought to my notice several acts of 
cruelty and illegal punishment, which meets with my strongest dis- 
approbation. The law is sufficient to bring to punishment any of- 
fender, and when an officer undertakes to violate it he need expect 
no consideration from me. I will do my best to have him dismissed 
from. the service, no matter what his claims may be. At the same 
time I set my face against any attempt at insubordination or neglect 
of duty on the part of the seamen, and while I insist on every kind- 
ness and proper indulgence being shown to them, I exact from them 
strict obedience to all proper and lawful orders. I feel pleased to 
say that no commander of a squadron ever had more cause to feel 
satisfied with the conduct of the seamen, etc., under him than I have, 
and it will be my pleasure to afford them every comfort which their 
loyalty, bravery, and good conduct entitle them to. May every offi- 
cer be governed by my feelings on this subject; and in maintaining 
discipline, let them remember what is due to the laws and the rational 
beings over whom they have control. 

I hope the case now before you will be the last instance of pillaging 
or maltreatment of inhabitants while I command this squadron. 
Let the Navy be considered a protection to the people who wish to 
be peaceful; let every officer who loves the name of honor put his 
face against those practices which will bring the Navy into disre- 
pute; and while no means will be left untried to destroy rebels in 
arms, let all our acts toward citizens be characterized by feelings of 
justice, mercy, and honor. Let us not lose sight of the customs long 
recognized and sanctioned by civilized nations, and not subject our- 
selves to the odium which attaches itself frequently to a whole corps 
owing to the bad conduct of a few of its members. 

I will be the judge when rebel property is to be invaded and will 
take care of the interests of the Government without the unauthor- 
ized assistance of such officers as have lately brought the blush of 
mortification to my cheek. 

F. 'T. Coleman and S. B. Coleman will be brought to trial by 
court-martial, and it is to be hoped that the example will not be lost 
on anyone who is similarly inclined to disobey the law and generad 
orders for the guidance of the Mississippi Squadron. 5 

To be read to the officers and crew assembled on the quarter-deck 
of every vessel in the squadron. 

Davi D. Porter, 
fear-Admiral, Oomdg. Miss. Squadron. 
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Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. 8. A rmy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy. 


Heapquarters DrrarTMENT OF THE TENNESSE, 
Gunboat Silver Cloud, January 18, 1864. 

Dear Captain: I have instructed General McPherson to occupy 
Haynes’ Bluff in some force and to send a couple of regiments in 
transports up the Yazoo to reconnoiter and threaten the enemy, who 
may be anywhere between the mainland east of Yazoo and the Mis- 
sissippi River. 

I would be obliged if you would send a light-draft boat to Vicks- 
burg within the next five days to report to General McPherson to 
cover the move I have named. I am certain that the Mississippi can 
be more safely guarded from the east by an occasional trip up the 
Yazoo, if possible as far as Greenwood. 

I am en route for Memphis and will soon return, and will attempt 
a movement that will, I trust, have a permanent effect upon the 
movements of the enemy, and especially so far as heavy masses with 
artillery are concerned. 

I am, with great respect, yours, truly, 
W. T. Suerman, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 

Captain E. K. Owen, 

Commanding Div. Miss. Squadron, Skipwith’s Landing. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U.S. Navy, regarding proposed operations in Mississippi. 


Heapquartrers DErparTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
On Boarp Gunpoat Sitver Croup, 
In motion near White River, January 19, 1864. 


Dear ApmiraL: You will have learned ere this of our safe arrival 
at Memphis in the Juliet. The ice was very bad, almost gorging 
at many points, especially at Randolph, but we got through all safe 
by the good management of Captain Watson. J found him a most 
agreeable and courteous commander, and he did everything possible 
for our comfort and safety. After staying two days at Memphis 
making the necessary orders for my troops, and finding no trans- 
port bound down river, Captain Phelps, who happened at Memphis, 
most kindly offered to send me to Vicksburg in this boat, the Silver 
Cloud, Captain O’Neil. I have been to Vicksburg and find all things 
well there, and am now returning to Memphis, where I propose to 
embark about 10,000 men for Vicksburg, whence, reinforced by about 
a like force, I will move due east to reach Meridian and Demopolis. 
I have about 6,000 available cavalry, which I propose to move down 
the Mobile and Ohio Road from LaGrange to meet me at Meridian. 
The object you will appreciate at a glance. If I can destroy the 
railroad at Meridian, as we did those at Jackson last summer, it will 
be impossible for the enemy to maintain any considerable force in 
Mississippi. I think I can do it; at all events will try. I find the 
main river about 12 feet lower than it was last winter, therefore any 
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attempt to reach Shreveport till a considerable rise would be idle; 
but I learned that the Yazoo is navigable to a point up Sunflower, 
and therefore I instructed General McPherson to send two regiments 
up Yazoo to reconnoiter and divert attention. 

In passing Skipwith’s I saw Captain Owen, and requested him to 
let General McPherson have one tinclad, which he agreed to do 
within five days. He explained to me that he would have to leave 
Greenville exposed for the time, but I know that the mere appear- 
ance of a force up Yazoo will do more to prevent the enemy show- 
ing himself at Greenville than a boat at Greenville; besides, if neces- 
sary, General McPherson can send the Marine Brigade to that point. 
I would use the brigade up Yazoo, but their boats draw too much 
water. I can hear of no real attempt to permanently threaten the 
Mississippi. The firing on boats at Greenville and Rodney was the 
work of the enemy, who was engaged in passing a lot of muskets 
from the east to the west bank of the river. In this they partially 
succeeded, but it amounts to little. If on arrival at Memphis I find 
my arrangements have not been delayed by the ice above, I expect 
to put all my forces in motion by January 25 and to be at Meridian 
February 8 or 10. I would like to be back by the 20th, at which 
time I should return to Huntsville. If by that time you calculate 
Red River will be in condition, and you want to make the Shreveport 
move, if you will procure General Grant’s orders I will be most 
happy to go along. Excuse apparent haste, but boat trembles. 

As ever, your friend, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, giving old and new 
names of vessels purchased at Cincinnati. 


Mississrppt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 19, 1864. 
Sir: The following list shows the old and new names, tonnage, and 
guns of the vessels recently purchased at Cincinnati, Ohio: 


Old name. Present name. Guns. | Tonnage. 
Vig DIS GOCK TANG oS asainic fe ays Se hactoms Se eters Stockdale css hmennsa ves Seeeeren caer 6 209 
INVENZ8s codec gene ues aces Gee becomes sees NYanvain, oseo. cts ee see rete ae eme 6 204 
GUGINO: 25 2e oa certs 2s Pees eeneee een ere GHOOa. Sceseke tues ome ee oe ean 6 235 
BQlOL0 .. 5s cus acca speeds Wen Os mech < acento MGOOr avast ects Mee ame aes 6 213 
ATZOSVANO) 2h ist. = swank doada Sas age ee seeeeeeee NWWIAVGSS otis Cok. see beke eee eee 6 202 
BING BLOWNE c= pans yasscues cee ae ee mae Gavelle: ze i.e soca ay Ee oe os 6 179 
Corre bassete.. sv sewance hee os Geen eee eee Corea ascet Jatcc Pee ee 6 224 
ROOD 25 tod. <o aes spe eei ae ya nten ate eee FLUGGOUDH ous ty she oowenoseee a peers oe 6 236 
Countess. .... Gaibitnle.s Unies ce we ae ces crate viernes PUES Gace e cba s.c gee me see rare 6 196 
CHCKOU NOs Ait. 264. ctne note ei esc eenee allahatehies 25) tere sooac.ctc cen ee 6 180 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 


Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 


Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. N avy, regarding the 


ae of U.S. S. Petrel for convoying transports in the. Yazoo 
aver. 


U.S. S. Loursvitts, 
Off Skipwith’s Landing, January 20, 1864. 

Sir: I was requested by General Sherman in person, as well as by 
letter, to send a vessel to convoy transports up the Yazoo. I have 
detailed the Petre/ for that purpose, believing that there is not, and 
will not be, any danger about Greenville to transport before she can 
go up the Yazoo and return to her station, say two months. I also 
have great confidence in the zeal, caution, and ability of Acting Mas- 
ter Thomas McElroy, her commander. The vessel General McPher- 
son asked for, and which I mentioned on a former occasion to you, 
~ has not been ordered yet. That which General Sherman requests is 
one and the same. 

In complying with General Sherman’s request I must offer the 
same excuse I did in that of General McPherson. 

Believing that any reasonable request from such a person as Gen- 
eral Sherman would meet with your approval, I have not waited for 
your immediate order; but have placed the Petre/ at the command of 
General McPherson. I have inclosed General Sherman’s letter to 
me. He promised he would write to you from Memphis. He told 
me he intended taking a heavy force to Meridian to destroy the rail- 
road for a number of miles either way. Trusting I have done right, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 5th District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding men for ves- 
sels transferred to the West Gulf Squadron. 


No. 18.] Misstssipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 20, 1864. 
Sir: Commodore Bell complains that he will not have men to man 
the vessels I sent him without crippling his crews of larger vessels. 
He has four vessels now, and will have four more as soon as the ice 
stops moving. He can not get men in New Orleans, and I beg 
leave to suggest that some be sent him. I provided him with pay- 
masters, engineers, paymaster’s steward, and firemen, which was all 
I could do at present. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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[Telegram. ] 


Papucan, [Ky.], January 20, 1864. 
I have just arrived from Clifton, [Tenn.]. All quiet on the Ten- 


nessee River. 
Jas. W. SHIRK, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Seventh District. 
Rear-Admiral Porter. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs in the Tennessee River and referring to Army transport 
Sultana. 


UU: S25. Prose 
Paducah, Ky., January 20, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place from a 
cruise up the Tennessee River. Everything is remarkably quiet in 
the district under my command. We never hear of any guerrilla 
bands upon the river, and but few are in the country at all. Those 
that are content themselves with robbing and stealing from families, 
irrespective of parties or sentiments. ‘There is a small garrison of 
Union troops stationed at Clifton, Wayne County. They are a part 
of the Fifth Tennessee Cavalry. We have brought down about 70 
of their recruits, who go to Nashville to be equipped and clothed. 

Coming down the river I met at Waverly Landing, about 130 
miles from here, the army transport Sultana, laden with commis- 
sary and quartermaster’s stores for our troops at Waverly, some 12 
mules back. I overhauled her and found that she had nothing but 
army stores on board. I asked the captain why he came up without 
a convoy and he told me that he had been advised by the army offi- 
cers at Cairo that the navy could not stop an army boat. I left the 
Key West with her, with orders to convoy her to Paducah as soon 
as she was discharged. The Sultana is in Government employ. Will 
you please inform me what course I should pursue in similar cases? 
Captain Woolfolk, assistant quartermaster at Cairo, sent the trans- 
port up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
James W. Suirk, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Seventh District. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding U.S. Mississippi Squadron, 
Flagship Black Hawk. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. 8. Navy, commanding First 
District, referring to threatened attack up Baton Rouge. 


U.S. Ironciap Sreamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonwville, La., January 22, 1864. 
Apmirat: T have very little to say, and thus your regular bi- 
weekly bother of wading through reams of long-winded correspond- 
ence will be in some slight measure reduced. 
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On the 14th instant General Cooke telegraphed me a request that 
I should send the General Price up to Baton Rouge, as an attack 
upon that place was threatened. I dispatched the Price immedi- 
ately, directing Captain Richardson to proceed to Red River and 
report to Captain Ramsay as soon as he could leave Baton Rouge, 
thus conforming to the arrangements of your General Order No. 
141. The Price was also to wait for a railroad gun carriage to be 
brouht from New Orleans by the Argosy. The Baton Rouge alarm 
was one of the usual stampedes. On the same day Commodore Bell 
telegraphed me to send him the four Vyanza and Stockdale engi- 
neers whom he had forwarded to me by the Robb. I obeyed the 
order. The other officers and men of that lot I started up to you, 
with a circular letter to the commanders of divisions, on the Price. 
I learn they still are aboard the latter vessel. Yesterday the Glide’s 
officers and men reached me. The three parties will now go up in 
the New National. I send two communications from Commodore 
Bell. One, he tells me, relates to a plan of concerted action between 
the Mobile and Red River rams. Under date of January 19 the 
Commodore says: “ Yesterday we had startling reports of a mutiny 
in Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, and of the coming out of two powerful 
rams into that bay. The news is not confined, however, by arrivals 
from Ship Island.” Admiral Farragut had not arrived at New 
Orleans, but the Argosy, which left New Orleans on the 20th, reports 
his arrival at Pensacola. 

The information you confidentially convey, I fully agree with 
you in considering scarcely credible; still, we must be upon our 
guard, and I will strictly carry out your instructions to that effect. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rosert TowNseEND, 
Commander, U. S. N., Comdg. 1st Division Miss. Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portmr, U.S. Navy, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U.S. Navy, regarding the 
shelling of St. Francisville, La., transmitting correspondence with 
Brigadier-General Adams, C. S. Army, on the subject. 


U.S. S. Larayette, 
Off Bayou Sara, La., January 23, 1864. 

Sir: Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter I was induced to write 
to General Wirt Adams in relation to raids made upon this place, 
also the reply of General Adams. Before I received this reply, I was 
telegraphed from Baton Rouge to repair to that place immediately 
with two boats, if pessible, as it was in danger. The request was 
immediately complied with. On my arrival there IT found the com- 
manding officer was more frightened than hurt, and accordingly I 
returned the next day. During my absence the reply of General 
Adams came to hand and was opened by my clerk. On the receipt of 
it my executive officer, Mr. Neeld, sent an order to St. Francisville 


allowing the women and children 24 hours to leave the place. This 


708 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 


order was subsequently prolonged and ample time given. When the 
allotted time had expired the town was shelled, and with great dam- 
age to the citizens thereof. The shelling commenced at noon on the 
16th instant, continuing about four hours. One hundred and eight 
shots were fired slowly and with very great accuracy, each one telling. 

The order for shelling the town was given during my absence and 
contrary to my orders; yet I must say that had I been here myself, 
I probably would have done the same thing. 

The town of St. Francisville has been a perfect hotbed of secession 
ever since I have been in command of this place, and has been the 
constant resort of Confederates, where they were continually enter- 
tained and urged on to acts of plunder and abuse upon the people of 
the lower town, Bayou Sara, for their Union proclivities. More- 
over, there is not one inhabitant of the place who has ever shown 
himself in any way favorable to the Union, while a majority of those 
in the lower town have ever proved themselves good and loyal citi- 
zens. The cavalry principally concerned in these acts of abuse and 
plunder is largely composed of citizens of St. Francisville, who own 
property and have families residing there. The shelling of the town 
has not injured a single Union man, while it has broken up a harbor 
for the most violent secessionists and driven away from there only 
those who are immediately concerned in the success of the Confed- 
erate cause. The result will be very beneficial, as it will show those 
engaged in this illegal warfare of robbing unoffending citizens and 
firing upon unarmed transports that they can not do it with impu- 
nity, and that they themselves will be made to suffer the penalty in 
their own homes and families. Mr. Mann, the gentleman whom they 
arrested, is a civil officer of New Orleans, inspector of steamers and 
engineers and examiner of pilots, but at the time he was here was 
engaged, I believe, in buying cotton. To my certain knowledge, he 
has been connected with the Army in Louisiana beth under Generals 
Butler and Banks, and from all I can learn has been of great service. 
Under these circumstances, I thought proper to make the demand 
for his release; but even had he not been captured, I should have felt 
justified in shelling this rebel hole, where they have been fed and 
pampered and conveyed information of every movement of the ves- 
sels of this district, however guarded I have been. 

In conclusion, let me say that I sincerely hope you will approve 
the course I have pursued, as I think it will prove beneficial and 
secure quiet to the Union citizens of the lower town, who are desery- 
ing of all the protection that lies within my power. 

IT am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jas. P. Fostsr, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy, Commanding Second District. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porrer, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 
[Hnclosures, ] 
U.S. S. Lararerre, 
Off Bayou Sara, January 11, 1864. 


Str: Humanity requires that I should write to you in relation to 
raids upon Union citizens of Bayou Sara, but more particularly of 
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the one of Saturday night, before resorting to extreme measures 
which must necessarily entail a great deal of suffering upon the 
people of St. Francisville and those living on the banks of the river. 
T can not believe that any commanding officer will approve the course 
of the soldiers who visited this town on Saturday night. Two Union 
men were captured. One, I am happy to state, was released, but the 
other was most inhumanly treated by the soldiers after he was in 
their power. Such conduct as this is cruel, unjust, and not in ac- 
cordance with usages of civilized warfare, and very different from 
the treatment prisoners have ever met at my hands. 

Mr. Mann, the man you now have in your power, is at your mercy, 
and from what I can learn, charges have been brought against him 
for causing the arrest.of Dr. Whicher. Justice to this man requires 
that I should clear him of the matter, and I now state to you that 
no one but myself had anything to do in his arrest. I arrested him 
for treason, and assume the whole responsibility of the act, and 
should any harm or severe treatment be visited upon Mr. Mann I 
will retalate by visiting similar treatment upon Dr. Whicher and 
other prisoners in my possession. 

By referring to Governor Wickliffe, you will be informed of my 
lenient course toward the people of this vicinity. 

Forbearance ceasing to be a virtue, I must retaliate upon the Con- 
federates in this vicinity, however cruel it may appear to be. I am 
loath to take the step, but force of circumstances compels me to act 
in this manner. 

If Mr. Mann is not returned to me by Wednesday at 12 o’clock 
I will burn and destroy St. Francisville; likewise the plantations of 
all persons of secession proclivities. 

The man you have arrested has been guilty of no offense except 
that of buying cotton from rebels and probably putting food into 
the mouths of the enemy, thereby cherishing and nourishing them in 
their need. ; : 

I sincerely hope you will weigh this matter well, and give it due 
attention, as what I say to you is no idle threat and will be carried 
cut to the letter. ; : 

Men guilty of conduct such as those were guilty of on Saturday 
night will certainly meet with such treatment as they deserve, should 
they ever fall into my hands. I will be happy to hear from you, or 
to meet you or any one you may delegate under a flag of truce to 
adjust this matter before the time I have named shall have expired. 

IT have not come to burn or destroy, but should force of circum- 
stances drive me to it, the sin must rest on your head, not on mine. 

Before acting in this matter I shall give the citizens of the place 
ample time to remove all the women and children to a place of 
safety. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
é Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 2d Dist. Mississippi River. 


Briagdier-General Wirt ApaMs, ane 
Commanding forces in the vicinity of St. Francisville, La. 
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Heapquarters Cavatry Forces, S. W. Miss., E. La., 
January 14, 1564. 

Sir: Your communication of the 11th instant, with your official 
signature attached, has just been handed me, and I lose no time in 
replying to the same. 

The entire statement it contains, regarding the arrest of Mr. John 
Mann, the reason therefor, and his treatment subsequent to his falling 
into my hands, is erroneous. His capture, by a detachment of my 
command had no reference to your unjustifiable arrest and imprison- 
ment of Dr. Whicher, of which circumstance I was, at the time, 
wholly ignorant. 

Mr. Mann was captured on the streets of Bayou Sara about 10:30 
o’clock on the morning of the 9th instant, was ordered to mount 
behind the officer commanding the detachment, and was brought to 
my headquarters without personal injury or indignity. On examina- 
tion of his papers, and the discovery of his character as an agent of 
the U. S. Government, I ordered him to be searched, and all moneys, 
papers, etc., found in his possession to be delivered to my quarter- 
master. The following morning, I ascertained that he was a deserter 
from the Confederate service, and has been for some time actively 
employed in the service of the enemies of my Government. Under 
these circumstances he was sent under guard to the rear, and will be 
remanded for trial to the proper Confederate tribunal. If acquitted, 
he will be released and permitted to return to the Federal lines; if 
convicted, he will surely suffer the penalties prescribed by the military 
and criminal codes of all nations for the crimes of desertion and 
treason. 

Under these circumstances, I can not believe, sir, that, after mature 
reflection, you will stain your name and that of your Government by 
an act so brutal and inhuman as the wanton destruction of the town 
of St. Francisville and the laying waste of all plantations within your 
reach, in retaliation, as you are pleased to term it, for what those 
citizens are in no manner responsible. Should you thirst for ven- 
gence, I would respectfully recommend it be sought in open and 
honorable warfare upon those who committed the imaginary enormity 
of which you complain, and not upon the defenseless women and 
children of St. Francisville and elsewhere. 

But, sir, if contrary to the instincts of true manhood, and the 
usages of civilized warfare, you should proceed to execute your threat, 
and thus impose great loss and suffering upon the innocent noncom- 
batant population of a portion of the Confederacy, then, it would be 
advisable to inform me of your purpose, and I shall at once announce 
to you my fixed resolve regarding the Federal officers and men in 
my possession, who would thus become, legitimately, objects of re- 
taliation as representatives of your Government and active partici- 
pants in the dastardly warfare thus carried on against the innocent 
and helpless. In the meantime, and until your declared purpose is 
formally renounced, you will compel me to hold these prisoners as 
hostages, which I have no inclination to do, and would gladly avoid. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 2 
Wirr Apams, 
Brigadier-General. 

Lieutenant-Commander James P. Fosrer, 

Commanding 2d District, Mississppi River, off Bayou Sara. 
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Instructions from the Department to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, regarding raising of vessels sunk in the Yazoo River. 


Navy DeparTMENT, 
Bureau of Construction, etc., January 23, 1864. 

Sir: The Department has received a proposition from Messrs. B. J. 
B. Weaver, of St. Louis, and F. W. Brooks, of Memphis, for raising 
the vessels sunk by the rebels in the Yazoo River and the Mississippi 
River and its tributaries, and you are authorized to make an agree- 
ment with them or other responsible and reliable parties. It is 
thought better to limit the operation to some particular time or place 
and not commence by covering so much as these parties propose. 

A form of agreement that seems to cover the points of the case 
is herewith enclosed, which you may find necessary to modify in some 
respects. In raising the wrecks about Norfolk one difficulty en- 
countered has been to get the parties to commence the work with 
proper appliances and push it along, they being disposed to begin 
upon that which was profitable and easy, and it may be well to have 
it clearly understood that unless they prosecute the work vigorously 
you will set the agreement with them aside. The Department is 
willing that you may furnish any reasonable facilities that you may 
think proper and not to the detriment of the public service. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN LENTHALL, 
Chief of Bureau. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Laning, U. 8. Navy, commanding U.S. 8. Rattler. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, January 23, 1864. 
Srr: Get underway Sunday noon, if the New National does not 
come in sight of you before that time, and run up to Vicksburg and 
wait for me. q 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Lanina, 
Commanding Rattler. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pritchett, U. S. Navy, of the 
arrival off the mouth of White River of prize steamer Ben 
Franklin. 

U.S. Gunsoat Ty er, 
Mouth of White River, January 23, 1864. 
Sir: I have to report that the prize steamer Ben Franklin arrived 
here on the evening of the 20th instant in tow of the gunboats 
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Marmora and Romeo. As these boats were nearly out of fuel, and 
it being necessary that they should return to this station, I ordered 
the Ben Franklin to remain here until she could be towed to Cairo. 
Her boilers, doctors, and one engine are in such a bad condition that 
it is impossible to raise steam. 
I shall send her to Cairo by the first towboat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. M. PricHett, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Third District, transmitting statement of John McFarlane regard- 
ing Confederate forces in Louisiana. 


U. S. S. Cuocraw, 
Off Mouth of Red River, January 23, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose the statement of one John McFar- 
lane, who claims to be a British subject, but has very little to show 
for it. I have very little fear of his getting his cotton back. He has 
been some two years among the rebels, and is not disposed to give any 
information. 

I know he is mistaken in saying the rebels have only one boat, the 
Missouri, as in September last I had a man on board who had just 
deserted from the Wedd. 

I have been unable to get any news about Red River, except the 
enclosed, since my last communication. 

On Monday last we heard three guns up Red River, and have since 
learned from McFarlane ahd a negro that the rebels were trying the 
range of their guns at Fort De Russy. 

McFarlane says that the fortifications at Fort De Russy are two 
forts, one above the other, and the upper completely commands the 
lower one. 

He says obstructions have ben placed in Bayou des Glaises to keep 
boats from getting up to the breastworks at the mouth of Yellow 
Bayou. 

The water is falling in the Red and Atchafalaya rivers, and as soon 
as it is low enough in the Atchafalaya, General Scurry intends put- 
ting a bridge across at Simmesport, so as to cross his artillery and 
fire on river boats. General Wirt Adams is in command on the east 
side of the river and has expressed the intention of stopping the navi- 
gation by placing a battery at Fort Adams. The Chillicothe is there, 
and I think he will find some trouble in carrying out his designs. 

He has about 1,200 men and, I believe, six pieces of artillery, but 
my informant only saw two pieces. These two pieces he brought to 
the bank last Sunday and Tuesday nights, in Captain Foster’s dis- 
trict, 10 miles below me, but failed to do any damage. As soon as I 
heard of it, I sent the Fort Hindman to look after them, as I was 
afraid Captain Foster might not get the information in time. With 
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the assistance of a small land force, I am sure the artillery could be 
captured. 

Since my last communication I have taken the liberty of changing 
the positions of the Osage and Bragg, and hope my doing so will 
meet with your approval. My reason for making the change was that 
I thought it possible that if the Webb succeeded in getting out she 
might try to run by us and do some damage below. In order to 
prevent this I have anchored the Osage below the mouth of Red River 
(on the west side of the Mississippi), where she has a range up the 
river of nearly a mile, and the water is so shoal on the bar that she 
could not be rammed. The Bragg is about three cables’ length below 
the Osage, and can get a good ram at anything coming out of Red 
River without having to turn. The Lewington is in the position you 
marked for the Osage, and the Hindman in that marked for the 
Lexington. 

The little chart you sent down with the vessels marked on it does 
not show the river exactly as it is. 

The point on the east bank of the Mississippi is higher up. The 
Bragg, in the position marked, would have to round to, to ram any- 
thing coming out of Red River, and would not be able to get good 
way. 

y Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: Frank M. Ramsey, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Third District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 
Report of Mr. John McFarlane. 


About Vermillion, near Opelousas, the rebels have a small brigade, 
Taylor’s command. 

On this side the Atchafalaya there are two companies, a portion of 
Scurry’s brigade, 1,800 men. The balance of the brigade are between 
Simmesport and Elder’s plantation, scattered along about 8 miles. 
I will point out the exact position on the chart. On Bayou des 
Glaises the rebels have from 8 to 10 pieces of artillery. I have seen 
them and know they are 6-pounders; there is a small breastwork on 
Yellow Bayou, with 10 pieces artillery. — 

Hawes’ brigade is at Marksville, 6 miles from Fort Darousie [De 
Russy], which mounts 8 9-inch guns; there are 4 mounted at this 
time. oe 

There are 800 men at Alexandria, with 12 pieces of artillery, 8- 
pounders. 

Within gunshot range of Fort Darousie [De Russy], they have 
attempted to place obstructions, but they are a failure, because it is 
considered impossible to place a raft or obstruction there on account 
of the sudden rises in the river. There is but one gunboat in the 
Red River, the Missouri; she is at Shreveport, unable to get below 
the falls. 

There are two ferry flats at Simmesport. There are three brigades 
between this and Alexandria, with about 40 pieces of field artillery. 
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1 am positive that there is but one gunboat on the Red River, and 
I have given this information to the commanding officer of the 
U. S. S. Osage, Thomas Wright, upon his promise that, if found 
correct, I shall receive safe conduct to New Orleans; that my cotton 
shall be sold by the U. S. Government and the proceeds paid to me; 
and that all my papers and money shall be returned to me upon my 
taking the oath of allegiance to the United States of America; and 
if it prove incorrect, I hereby waive all claim to the property seized 
from me this day. 
On board the U. S. S. Osage, off Mouth of Red River, January 
22, 1864. : 
JoHN McFar.ane. 
Witness : 
W.S. Pass, 
Acting Ensign and Executive Officer. 
Tuomas WricHt, 
Acting Master Commanding, 
Respectfully submitted. 


[Telegram.] 


: SMITHLAND, [Ky.], January 24, 1864. 

I go up the river to-night. Transports in danger from guerrillas 
at Carthage, [Tenn.]. Army gunboats not sufficient to protect them. 
Will leave Silver Lake here to receive orders, attend to coal barges, 
ete. Will be back as soon as circumstances will permit. 

Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. S. Navy, making 
enquiry regarding the ratio of prize money for pilots. 


U.S. 8S. Conzrstoaa, 
Mississippi River, January 24, 1864. 

Sir: I would respectfully make the enquiry whether the pilots of 
the Mississippi Squadron will receive their prize money in the ratio 
of the pay they are now receiving or in that generally allowed the 
position of pilot in the Navy. 

In the former case the pilots of the Conestoga, enjoying each a sal- 
ary of $3,000 per annum, would receive a much larger amount of 
prize money than her commander. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Tuos. O. SELFRIDGR, 
Lieutenant-C ommander. 
Hon. Gmron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding change in commanding 
officers of U.S. steamers Mound City and Ouachita. 


MississipPt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 25, 1864. 
Str: I have detached Captain Wilson from the Mound City and 
placed him in command of the Ouachita. Volunteer Lieutenant 
Langthorne takes his place on the J/ownd City, and will report to 
you by letter. Keep a lookout on the 7ndianola and get her afloat 
when an opportunity occurs. 
am going to buy 12 more boats, your division will have a share 
of them. The Curlew is on the ways and getting a general repair. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jas. A. GREER, 
Comdg. Benton and Fourth District, Miss. Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. 
Navy, regarding the change of names of three vessels of his 
command. 


Navy Department, January 26, 1864. 


Sir: As requested in your No, 10, the following changes can be 
made in the names of vessels of your squadron: 
Emma Brown to Gazelle. 
Countess to E1k., 
Cricket No. 4 to Tallahatchie. 
Very respectfully, ete., Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, regarding cooperation of gunboats 
in the Yazoo River. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Memphis, January 26, 1564. 
Dear Caprain: I have this moment received a letter from Admiral 
Porter, enclosing an order, of which the following is a copy: 


Cairo, January 24, 1864. 
Sir: You will, without delay, carry out the wishes of General Sherman in 
ascending the Yazoo to such point as he may direct with every light-draft 
vessel you can raise. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Davip D. PortTER, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander HE. K. Owen, i AEE 
Commanding Louisville and Fifth Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 
I will be down in a day or two and would like, then, a few lght- 
draft boats to ascend the Yazoo as far Tchula, Honey Island, or even 
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Greenwood, according to the stage of water. I propose to send along 
a small force in transports, more as a diversion than a real movement. 
I will come in the Juliet, which I suppose will compose one of the 
number. The boat I spoke to you [sic] in coming up will have recon- 
noitered in part. If you do not receive by this a copy of the admiral’s 
order, I will, on meeting you, give you my original copy, which has 
the admiral’s signature. I would like if you would be ready, as to 
coal, ete., by Thursday or Friday. 
Yours, truly, W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General. 
Captain E. K. Owen, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Louisville. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. 8. Navy, regarding cooperation of gunboats in the ¥ azoo 
and proposing operations in the Red River. 


Herapquarrers DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Memphis, January 26, 1564. 

Dear Apmirat: I received last night at the hands of Captain 
O’Neil your letter of the 24th instant, with copies of your orders to 
Lieutenant-Commander Owen, of the Zowzsville. I wrote a note to 
Captain Owen last night, which was dispatched to him by the Juliet, 
and all I ask of him is three or four light-draft boats to feel up the 
Yazoo with all caution as to the enemy and as to the stage of water. 
We are all ready now to start, and only wait intelligence of a body 
of cavalry which is coming down from Columbus. I will be off to- 
morrow, and hope to reach Meridian by February 10. I do not think 
it to our interest to go beyond that point now till we can take Mobile 
and the Alabama River. I will be back in Vicksburg about March 
25, and then, if the water favor us, we might look up the Red River. 
I have written to Generals Steele and Banks, and by a concert of 
action we should clear out Red River as high as Shreveport by April. 
We should not fail to use the present season of high water, and the 
orders from the War Department will, I think, enable us to act in 
full concert with you. I will write you again from Vicksburg. The 
river is very low, but, of course, as soon as the snow melts, all the 
streams will rise, and, it may be, continue up into June. 

I am, with great respect, 
W. T. SHerman, 
Admiral D, D. Porrsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
movement up the Cumberland River to Carthage. 


U. S. S. Moos, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 26, 1864. 
Sir: I find on arriving here it [is] necessary for me to move on up 
to Carthage. The river is falling very slowly, but I apprehend no 
danger, as it is very likely to rise again within a day or two. The 
exigency of the service at the present moment requires that we 
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should take some little risk, as the army above need supplies very 
much. I may, in consequence of not meeting a rise as soon as antici- 
pated, be detained two or three weeks, but at this season I do not 
think it possible to be detained longer. I think I can communicate 
with you by telegraph from Carthage, and will do so if possible. 

I have got the guerrillas pretty well cleared off the river from 
here down; in fact, just now there is no danger at all; but to guard 
against any accident, I leave three good boats in the lower part of 
the river, viz, Fairplay, Silver Lake, and Springfield. 

From information this morning it seems that the entire popula- 
tion of Jackson County is rising to prevent the transports getting 
through, and I believe it is thought that this will be Morgan’s first 
endeavor to cut off supplies. 

I trust that for our benefit the enemy may stick to his purpose. 

I will do the best I can for the benefit of the army and for the 
credit of the squadron. 

I will keep up communication with Nashville, so that in case the 
wires are not working to Carthage, and you wish anything or have 
any orders, there will be as little delay as possible in receiving them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Lx Roy Frreu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, to inform commanding 
officers of the Fourth District regarding the expected crossing of 
ammunition by the enemy. 


U.S. S. Brenton, 
Off Natchez, January 27, 1864. 

Caprain: Proceed in the morning as soon as you have sufficient 
coal to Red River and deliver the accompanying letter to Captain 
Ramsay and then return. 

On your way down, communicate with all the gunboats and inform 
their commanding officers that the rebels are going to attempt to cross 
ammunition into Louisiana; the exact point is not known. Show this 
order to Captain Ramsay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 4th Dist. Mississippi River. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Lanina, 
Rattler. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, in view of 
request of Major-General Sherman, U.S. Army, for cooperation m 
the Yazoo River. 

U.S. S. New Nartonat, 
Cypress Bend, January 27, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 24th instant. I was on my way to make an inspec- 
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tion of the vessels in the district under my command, when I re- 
ceived the above by the Hachange. I shall order the light-drafts to 
Skipwith’s and await General Sherman’s arrival. I shall be obliged 
to take a very large amount of coal from the tow coming down, as I 
did not touch any brought down by the Champion No. 3. I do not 
know what provisions are needed, or where they will be. After con- 
sultation with General Sherman, I shall be able to form an idea of 
the requirements of the vessels. I shall order the Carondelet up, 
with Gaines Landing as a center. She will require coal. I may use 
as much as two barges of coal. The number of light-drafts will be 
six—Marmora, Romeo, Petrel, Prairie Bird, Juliet, and Lachange. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EH. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Master Watson, U. S. Navy, coramanding U.S. 8. 
Juliet, regarding departure from Memphis, carrying Major-General 
Sherman, U.S. Army. 


U. S. Gungoat JULIET, 
Off Memphis, January 27, 1564. 
Sir: I have to report to you that the U. S. gunboat Juliet, under 
my command, will leave this place this 6 p. m., with General Sher- 
man and staff and proceed down the river. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. SroucHton Watson, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


Report of Acting Master Watson, U. S. Navy, regarding the de- 
sertion of Pilot Lewis from the U. S. 8. Juliet. 


U. S. Gunsoat JULIET, 
Off Memphis, January 27, 1864. 

Sir: The Juliet returned last evening from Helena, where she has 
been to carry dispatches for General Sherman. 

Upon enquiring, I have every reason to suppose that Mr. Lewis, 
who was put on board at Cairo for special duty, has returned by last 
evening’s boat to that place without my permission or knowledge. 

In the absence of Mr. Lewis, I have taken on board of my vessel 
a Mr. John McAdams to act as a pilot as long as his services may be 
required, which I hope will meet with your approbation. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. SroucHtTon WATSON, 
: Acting Master, Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, I. 
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[Endorsement. ] 


Louisvitie, Ky., February 4, 1864. 
_In regard to the desertion of W. Lewis, pilot. Referred to Mr. 
Heap, who will use every endeavor to have him arrested and de- 
livered to me. 
Requested provost-marshal, Louisville, Ky., to procure his ar- 
rest, etc. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, urging the need of 
regular officers for the Mississippi Squadron. 


No. 32.] Mississrpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, January 28, 1864. 

Sir: As officers of the Regular Navy have left this squadron, none 
have been sent to supply their places. We will soon be so restricted 
that some of these vessels will be commanded by volunteers. I place 
the most trusty and efficient officers in them, but they are scarcely 
qualified for so important a command. I have no doubt myself of an 
attempt on the part of rebel sympathizers to destroy some of the gun- 
boats, though they will stand very little chance of succeeding. 

I would feel better satisfied, though, if I had a few more Eastern 
men—masters, engineers, and mates. 

With every effort I have made (and I have detectives in all quar- 
ters) I can only ascertain that such a thing is talked of, and that an 
attempt will be made to burn the Government property. 

I can, I think, provide against that. I am informed that some 
officers are engaged in this plot, but it must be some who have been 
dismissed, for I can not point to one in the squadron who can be sus- 
pected; they all seem zealous and trustworthy. If there are any 
Eastern men to spare, I would like to have them; but if at all in- 
convenient to supply them, I will manage without. 

This region is terribly rebel in sentiment, and I regret to say that 
the military commanders stationed at this post have not attempted 
even to put down the treasonable articles appearing in the opposi- 
tion papers, one of which, the Daily Democrat, openly recommends 
opposition to the Government, and abuses all connected with it 
without stint. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8S. Navy, to Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, restricting the cross- 
ing of persons or property over the Mississippt River. 


U.S. S. Benton, 


Off Natchez, January 29, 1864. 


Sir: In answer to your letter of the 22d instant, I have to inform 
you that you will recognize no passes to cross property or persons 
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over the river unless approved or issued by me. I will refer William 
Daly’s case to the admiral when he comes down the river. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Oomdg. 4th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Jonnston, 
Commanding Forest Rose (9). 


P. S.—Your course at Rodney, in regard to the sawmill and old 
boat, is fully approved. 
Jas. A. GREER. 


Report of Acting Ensign Litherbury, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
movement of steamers Argosy No. 2 and Emma Brown from 
Cincinnati. 

; U. 8. Recervine Suir GRAMPUS, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, January 29, 1864. 
Sir: Yours of 26th instant, ordering the boats down, is just 
received. I have already started the Argosy No. 2 and Emma Brown 
this week, and telegraphed you in regard to the third. Will send the 
mattresses by next boat. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cuas. W. LirHersury, 
Acting Ensign, Commanding pro tem., per D. W. M. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrsr, i 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Lil. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
affairs in'the Cumberland River. 


U. S. S. Mooss, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 29, 1864. 

Sir: I have just returned from Carthage and find everything 
quiet. There are eight transports there waiting a rise to go on up to 
Big South Fork. I left this fleet in charge of Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant H. A. Glassford, commanding the U. 8. S. Reindeer. 

He has with him the Reindeer, Victory, and two Army gunboats, 
as many boats as could well be used, and ample, I judge, for the 
convoy; owing to the narrowness of the river more would be in 
the way. 

I directed Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford to hurry the 
boats through at the earliest possible moment, as the forces at South 
Gap are wanting provisions badly; but I presume it will yet be a 
week before there is sufficient water to let them over the shoals. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Frrcu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Rear-Admiral D. D, Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Caaro, I. 
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(Telegram. ] 
VicksBurRG,./January 30, 1864. 

Arrived last night. McPherson all ready. Hurlbut behind time. 
All things favorable thus far for movement on Meridian. General 
Banks sends an officer to engage for the Red River expedition 25 
boats. He writes me on the faith of General Halleck that Steele and 
I are to cooperate with him. 

March 1 1s as early as we should move on Shreveport and the 
movement of Admiral Porter should control ours. Your orders are 
not specific that I should go up Red River after the Meridian move- 
ment. Please telegraph me through Admiral Porter your orders for 
myself and Steele. 

P W. T. SuHerman, 

General GRANT, Major-General. 

Chattanooga. 
(Telegram. ] 
SmirHuanp, Ky., [January] 31, 1864. 

I have just returned from Carthage, [Tenn.]. All quiet. Good 
prospect of rise to let fleet on up to South Fork. Reindeer, Victory, 
and two Army gunboats guarding them. Apprehend no danger or 
trouble. Have just received your letter of 24th. Will coal and pro- 
ceed to Nashville immediately to carry out your orders. 

Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Fleet Captam Pennock, U. 8. Navy, transmitting informa- 
tion of contemplated recapture of New Orleans and steps taken to 
assist Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. Navy. 


Orrice MississipP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., January 31, 1864. 
Str: I received to-day by the New National dispatches * from Ad- 
miral Farragut and Commodore Bell, directed to you, which appear 
to be of sufficient importance to justify my sending a dispatch boat 
to deliver them with the least possible delay. 
I also send a private letter from Admiral Farragut and all letters 
and documents received up to this time. 
I have written to Lieutenant-Commanders Ramsay, Greer, Foster, 
and Commander Townsend and enclose a copy of my letter. 
I have telegraphed to Commodore Hull and enclose a copy of the 
telegram. 
T shall push anead fee the pole are as repay as possible. 
ectiu our obedient servant, 
MES eeP ie A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


* See vol. 21, pp. 31-83, 39. 
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Orrice MississtpP1 SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill., January 31, 1864. 


Sir: Information has been received here from Commodore Bell, of 
a contemplated movement for the recapture of New Orleans and the 
river by the concerted action of the rebel rams and ironclads in Red 
River and Mobile Bay and the troops from Louisiana and Mississippl. 
The Mobile rams are first to attack our fleet on blockade there, and 
then proceed into the river to meet the fleet from Red River. In the 
absence of the admiral, I give you this information, that you may be 
prepared for any emergency. 
Very respectfully, : 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Lieutenant-Commander Ramsey. 
[Same sent to Greer, Foster, and Townsend. | 


(Telegram. ] 


Orrice MIssIssIpPI SQUADRON, 
Cairo, Ill, January 31, 1864. 
Is the Ozark (or any of the other monitors) ready for service? 
If so, can they not be sent to this place at once? 
The necessity is urgent that we should have them without delay. 
Please answer at once. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Commodore J. B. Hutt, U. S. Navy, 
. St. Louis, Mo. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Major-General 
McPherson, U.S. Army, regarding movement up the Yazoo River 
in cooperation with Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8S. Navy. 


Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., January 30, 1864. 

GreNERAL: Pursuant to my verbal instructions of to-day you have 
designated the Eleventh Illinois and Eighth Louisiana Regiments to 
make the expedition up the Yazoo. I wish you would instruct the 
commanding officer as follows: To act in perfect concert with Cap- 
tain Owen, U. S. Navy, who acts under my orders by instructions 
from Admiral Porter. He is instructed, simultaneously with our 
movement inland, to explore and scout the Yazoo and Sunflower, to 
make the planters along those rivers feel that they are to be held 
responsible for the safety of the navigation of so much of the Missis- 
sippi as lies parallel with the Yazoo. Instruct the officer in com- 
mand to collect a thousand bales of cotton, to be delivered to the 
agents of the Treasury, to be converted into money with which to 
indemnify the owners of the steamer Allen Collier, burned in the 


NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 120 


Mississippi River opposite Bolivar County; for the cotton and gins 
of Dr. Duncan recently burned by guerrillas on his plantation near 
Skipwith’s, and other minor depredations on our lawful commerce. 
Let these boats also collect corn and forage, giving receipts only to 
the quiet and loyal people, but not to the disloyal. Let the com- 
manding officer impress on the people that we shall periodically 
visit that country and destroy property or take it, as long as parties 
of Confederate troops or guerrillas infest the river banks. If, on 
the contrary, the inhabitants will organize for their own self-defense 
and for protecting their country from the acts of unfriendly parties, 
we will gradually open to them a friendly intercourse and trade. All 
bands of guerrillas or Confederates must be engaged, and, if possible, 
punished. This expedition should be up the Yazoo two or three 
weeks, and should visit every navigable part of the Yazoo and its 
tributaries as far up as Fort Pemberton, Greenwood, or Sidon. The 
commanding officer should act in concert with Captain Owen, and 
if the expedition reaches its destination in a less time than herein 
indicated, and if an opportunity offers, he may disembark and 
visit Grenada, or some point on the Central Mississippi Road, 
breaking it so effectually that it can not be used by the enemy. 
Great discretion should be left to the officer in charge, the chief 
object being to show a force up in those waters while we are occupied 
in a different quarter, and while General Sooy Smith is sweeping 
down from Memphis toward Okolona and Meridian. The enemy 
must not be allowed to flee and seek shelter from this party near the 
Yazoo. 
I am, with great respect, etc., W. T. SHerMan, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Major-General McPuerson, 
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps, Vicksburg. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding movement up the Yazoo River in 
cooperation with Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8S. Navy. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., January 30, 1864. 

Dear Apmirat: I arrived here last night in the Juliet. I saw 
Captain Owen in passing Skipwith’s, and he was ready to follow to- 
day. I have selected two fine regiments in five boats to accompany 
him, and have ordered Ellet’s Marine Brigade to protect the river in 
the district hitherto guarded by Captain Owen. I will make my let- 
ter to Captain Owen very full, asking him to ascend the Yazoo as far 
as he deems possible, and acting in such a manner as to show the 
planters along the Yazoo and Sunflower that we can reach them and 
punish them in case they connive at the attacks on our boats in the 
Mississippi. I have this moment received a letter from General 
Banks, indicating his purpose to engage in the Red River expedi- 
tion in concert with General Steele and myself. My orders from 
General Grant are to strike Meridian, and he sends me a letter from 
General Halleck which shadows forth the joint execution of the 
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movement on Shreveport. General Banks is sending an officer up 
to Cairo to engage boats and supplies. He is taking time by the 
forelock, and I am willing he should do so, but I know when the 
time comes I shall be prepared as soon as any. You must take the 
initiative, as the gunboats must carry the heavy ordnance, and we 
should not engage Shreveport until you can put your gunboats (iron- 
clads) into the fight. I can be back to Vicksburg by the end of 
February, by which time Red River should be in good boating order. 
T have a man in from Alexandria, La., bringing me messages from 
my friends there, but he says that when he left there eight days ago 
the falls were only passable to the lightest draft boats. 

Dick Taylor is down at Fort De Russy, which is at one of the 
Marksville landings—doubtless Norman’s, the same where the Queen 
of the West was taken. Taylor has three brigades with him. This 
fort can be turned by Banks moving upon Alexandria from Ope- 
lousas. Steele should move on Shreveport from Little Rock, and you 
and I should go straight up Red River. Some one mind should con- 
trol the whole. I inclose you a telegraphic message for General Grant, 
which I beg you to send to him and send me his answer. March 1 
should be fixed as the date for us to enter Red River. 

Truly, your friend, 
W. T. SHerMaAn, 
Major-General. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Tl. 


Letter from Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, stating the purposes of the move- 
ment up the Yazoo River. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Miss., January 30, 1864. 

Dear Sir: In furtherance of the expedition proposed up the Yazoo, 
I will endeavor to explain the objects and purposes aimed at: 

You are aware that a large cavalry force will leave Memphis about 
Monday next, directing its course, via Ripley, Pontotoc, Okolona, and 
Columbus, to Meridian. I will leave Vicksburg about the same time 
with a strong force of infantry and artillery for the same point, via 
Jackson and Brandon. I desire to confuse the enemy as to our plans, 
and know that the appearance of a force up the Yazoo as far as pos- 
sible will tend to that result. I propose at the same time to have the 
expedition to fulfill other important ends. I have ordered General 
McPherson to embark here on five good steamboats the Eleventh Ili- 
nois Infantry (white) and Eighth Louisiana (black) to accompany 
our fleet. These will be commanded by an experienced officer (Colonel 
Coates) , who will be instructed to act in perfect concert with you. He 
will not take artillery, as the gunboats will have that, and it is not 
designed he should operate far from your boats. Should you find an 
enemy at Satartia or Yazoo City, I want them engaged, whether you 
drive them off or not. The moment they find I have crossed Big 
Black they will make off. Then pass up the Yazoo as far as pos- 
sible—to Greenwood; destroy all flats or means used by the enemy to 
cross from the east to the west; take all C. S. A. cotton you choose as 
prize, and the transport boats will be ordered to take the private 
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cotton which is abandoned or held by disloyal citizens to barricade 
their engines and to bring it away to be sold, to make a fund out of 
which to endemnify the owners of boats that have been destroyed or 
damaged by the enemy. Impress on the people along Yazoo and Sun- 
flower that we intend to hold them responsible for all acts of hostil- 
ity to the river commerce. The planters along the Mississippi have 
been damaged enough, and it is now their turn to feel that war may 
reach their doors. If the enemy burns cotton, we don’t care. It is 
their property and not ours; but so long as they have cotton, corn, 
horses, or anything, we will appropriate it or destroy it so long as 
their confederates in war act in violence to us and our lawful com- 
merce. They must be active friends or enemies. They can not be 
silent or neutral. I have ordered up the Marine Brigade (General 
Ellet) to replace your division of light-draft gunboats. I think now 
is the time, with almost absolute certainty that the Yazoo will be on 
the rise, for us to make a good impression on the Yazoo and Sun- 
flower country. If the planters find that we can make a yearly visita- 
tion and clean up old scores they will give less encouragement to the 
enemy, which has heretofore crossed over to the Mississippi and an- 
noyed our steamboats. They may protest against our holding them 
responsible for the acts of the Confederate authorities, but in war we 
have a perfect right to produce results in our own way, and should 
not scruple too much at the means, provided they are effectual. I 
would like you to be prepared to explore the Yazoo and Sunflower 
rivers perfectly, and think you should take three weeks or a month 
in the operation. A force of about 3,200 men, under General Haw- 
kins, will occupy Haynes’ Bluff, and you can communicate through 
him with the admiral or myself. Do not hesitate to take any kind of 
provisions or firewood, for the enemy must not only pay for damages 
inflicted on our commerce, but for the expenses incurred in the sup- 
pression. You may assure the inhabitants from me that the moment 
they can assure us that order and peace are preserved along the Yazoo 
and Mississippi abreast of them they will be allowed free commerce 
and intercourse with Vicksburg. 
I am, with respect, etc., W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, 
Commanding Fifth District, Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, preparatory 
to movement up the Yazoo in cooperation with Major-General 
Sherman, U. S. Army. 

U.S. S. Marmora, 
Off Vicksburg, January 31, 1864. 
Sir: I have to report that the light-drafts Romeo, Fachange, 

Prairie Bird, Petrel, and this vessel are now ready to ascend the 

Yazoo and its tributaries and to cooperate with the military forces 

under command of Colonel Coates, of the Eleventh Illinois Volun- 

teer Infantry; the Eighth Louisiana (colored) will accompany the 
above regiment. The two regiments will muster about 1,000 strong. 

The first four boats are now in the Yazoo, the Petrel being at Haynes’ 

Bluff with a disabled wheel, caused by her backing whilst engaging 

the enemy’s artillery at Satartia, about 30 miles above Haynes’ Bluff. 
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I have filled this vessel and three others with coal and will take about 
half a barge of coal with us. General Sherman desires, in his com- 
munication, that I remain in the waters of the Yazoo three or four 
weeks. Each vessel has a month’s provisions, but are more or less 
short of ammunition. General Sherman desires that we thoroughly 
explore all the Yazoo country and works; if possible, Greenwood. I 
procured here a regular Yazoo pilot, who appears to be conversant 
with the river and its surroundings. Five transports will accom- 
pany the expedition, carrying the troops, provisions, munitions of 
war, etc. I shall endeavor to impress upon the people the pup 
of the war, namely, peace, commerce, and the restoration of the 
Union on such conditions as Congress may deem proper to impose. 
I shall also give them to understand that if they will persist in 
levying an illegal and unnatural war, the issue will be accepted, and 
they must be prepared to accept the consequences. The loyal shall 
be protected as far as practicable and the disloyal made to fulfill the 
requirements of the expedition. To-morrow afternoon the expedi- 
tion will be ready to leave Haynes’ Bluff for the up country. I shall 
leave to-night for Haynes’ Bluff. I shall communicate with you 
through Haynes’ Bluff and this place, requesting General McArthur 
to have the dispatches forwarded to you as quickly as possible. Un- 
less otherwise ordered I expect to be down by the 10th March. 
General Sherman told me he would order the Marine Brigade up 
to take the places of the light-drafts taken away, but they are now 
down the river, and guerrillas are quite bad, the Champion No. 5 
having been fired into on her down trip. The Champion No. 6 will 
return from this place, the Juliet taking the remaining barge down, 
as she requires a large amount of coal. I have ordered the Caron- 
delet to Gaines Landing. I will here remark that Mr. H. P. Dun- 
can’s ginhouse and cotton were burned up on Thursday noon. I 
landed about 100 men, but could not capture the party. I shelled 
the vicinity of the fire in order to protect the other houses. They 
will eventually carry out their threat, namely, burn everything and 
hang him. He will be reimbursed, however, as General Sherman 
has given written orders that sufficient cotton shall be taken on this 
trip to indemnify him, which will be about $30,000 worth. 
I send you, sir, a copy of General Sherman’s letter to me. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Comdg. 5th Dist. Miss. Squadron, Comdg. Expedition. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, in 
view of charges against the Marine Brigade and transmitting state- 
ment of officer commanding party accused. 

Heapquarters Misstsstppt Martner Bricapr, 
Flagship Autocrat, St. Joseph, La., January 31, 1864. 
GrneraL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
order requiring investigation and report upon the allegations con- 
tained in the enclosed paper. 
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In respect to the case of John Routh, I beg leave to refer you to 
the report of Captain J. R. Crandall, accompanying these papers, 
who was in command of the party upon the occasion referred to. 

I would respectfully state, however, that Mr. Routh has recently 
informed me that a very large amount of his property has been 
recovered from his own negroes, they having been the actual perpe- 
trators of the lawless violence complained of. Some proportion of 
his silverware is known to be yet in possession of the negroes in the 
vicinity of his residence, it having been offered for sale to different 
parties on the river upon various occasions. 

I desire further to state that some weeks since I had all the prop- 
erty that was taken from Mr. Routh by my men, not contraband of 
war, returned to him, and for which I have his receipt. 

Respecting the complaint of Miles H. McGehee, alleged to have 
been committed on the 23d of May, 1863, by a party of troops from 
the steamer Lady Pike, I can give no information, said boat having 
never been in my command. Some time about the 12th or 13th of 
July, 1863, the hospital steamer Woodford landed at McGehee’s 
Landing by my orders, to procure vegetables, fruit, and poultry for 
the sick on board, of which there were some 300; if Mr. McGehee was 
not paid at the time, it was because he made no claim. 

Of the cotton taken by the gunboat Conestoga, I know nothing, 
said boat not belonging to my command. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Aurrep W. Ever, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major-General McPuerson, 
Commanding 17th Army Corps. 


(Enclosures. ] 


Strate or ARKANSAS, 
County of Desha, ss: 

V. T. Waren, of Bolivar County, Miss., being duly sworn according 
to law, deposes and says that on or abount the 23d May, 1863, a 
steamboat landed at McGehee’s Landing and a party of about 25 
white men, uniformed as the Marine Brigade and accompanied by 
a number of negroes came from the boat and pillaged the place of 
Miles H. McGehee, taking away with them 22 mules, 1 mare and colt, 
1 bay filly 3 years old, 1 horse, and harness and bridles for the mules, 
the whole valued at $10,000. Said deponent did not see the boat, but 
understands it was the Lady Pike. He, however, saw the smoke of 
the boat and saw the troop pillaging Mr. McGehee’s place. The 
officers who commanded the party were uniformed as officers of the 
Marine Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General Ellet. Deponent 
was overseer of the place and saw the party take all the property 
specified above. af 

That on or about the 1st June, 1863, a steamboat landed at Kirk’s 
Landing and a party of about 30 men in the uniform of the Marine 
Brigade came to Miles H. McGehee’s place and took away with 
them 3 mules, 1 grey filly 3 years old, 15 hams, and about 100 head 
of poultry, the whole valued at $1,300. Said deponent saw the said 
Marine Brigade troops pillaging and saw them take away the prop- 
erty specified above. 
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That on or about the 12th and 18th July, 1863, a steamboat landed 
at McGehee’s Landing and a party of about 20 men came to the 
place of Miles H. McGehee, and remained that and the next day, 
coming and going to and from the boat all the time. They brought 
some ambulances and pillaged the place and took away with them 
nearly 2 barrels of molasses, 6 jars of lard, 800 to 1,000 head of 
poultry, and 6 hogs, the whole valued at $700. They tore up the 
garden, breaking down the fences, plants, and trees, and in the 
orchards caused great damage by breaking down fruit trees, the 
whole damage estimated at $2,000 to $3,000. 

That said place has never been abandoned, but always occupied by 
the owner or his agents, and that the inventory attached hereto is a 
correct list of the property taken from the place, and the prices 
marked are the true values thereof. 

V. T. Waren. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, the 7th of November, 1863. 
Gerorce W. Brown, 
Act. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. White River Station. 


Witness: 
Cuirrorp STANLEY SIMs, 
Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. S. Navy. 


At the same time and place John C. Kirk, being duly sworn, de- 
poses and says, that he knows the property specified in the foregoing 
affidavit as having been taken by the Marine Brigade from the place 
of Miles H. McGehee to have been taken, that it is valued fairly and 
that the place is never abandoned. That on or about the 23d of 
February, 1863, the U. S. S. Conestoga landed at Hosten’s Landing 
and took from the Mound Place, belonging to Miles H. McGehee, 8 
bales of cotton, valued at $3,000. 

J. C. Kirk. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 7th day of November, 1863. 

Grorce W. Brown, 
Act. Vol. Lieut., U. S. Navy, Comdg. White River Station. 
Witness: 
CLIFFORD STANLEY SIMs, 
Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. S. Navy. 


Inventory of property taken by the brigade of General Ellet, from the place of 
Miles H. McGehee, Esq. 
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Fiacsuie Autocrat, January 25, 1864. 

GrneraL: In compliance with your order, I moved from Ashwood 
Landing, La., on the morning of July 21, 1863, with and in command 
of the First Battalion Cavalry, M. M. B., to look after a company 
of rebel cavalry that was reported in the vicinity of Lake St. J oseph 
conscripting citizens and burning cotton. Ten miles out from Ash- 
wood Landing, on Lake St. Joseph, my advance met 5 mounted men, 
part of them being armed with revolvers. They were halted until I 
came up. Upon questioning, four of the number stated they were 
citizens in sympathy with the rebellion. The fifth admitted him- 
self to be a rebel soldier on furlough. One of the citizens by the 
name of John Routh stated he lived some 2 miles down the lake, and 
that he had in his residence five or six guns and two revolvers. He 
admitted himself to be a rebel and having no protection papers, I 
thought proper to seize said arms. I therefore left the four pris- 
oners under guard and proceeded with the balance of the battalion 
to the plantation of the said Jno. Routh, taking him with me. When 
arriving at the house I dismounted the command to give them an 
opportunity to get water, as it was very warm and exceedingly dusty, 
and the men had ridden 12 miles without any, but previous to dis- 
mounting, I gave positive orders for nothing to be molested except 
fruit and vegetables that were in the garden. I then proceeded in per- 
son, accompanied by First Lieutenant Cole, commanding Company B, 
to search the house. Mr. Routh brought out four or five guns, stat- 
ing he had no others and no ammunition. Upon search another very 
superior gun was found. In the meantime, learning that an adja- 
cent house had been broken open, I proceeded at once to the place. 
In the room were a few of my men and a large number of negroes 
belonging to Mr. Routh’s plantation. Two barrels of liquor had 
been opened. I at once drove all out of the building, emptied the 
liquor upon the floor and placed a guard at the door. | 

Finding a large amount of goods in the room, mostly in boxes and 
barrels, I examined the contents which consisted of quite an amount 
of salt, several pounds of powder, some 15 sacks of shot and ball, 
2 barrels of lard, 1 of molasses, a lot of bacon, a large quantity of 
silver or plated ware, part of a barrel of sugar, a few negro shoes, 
a lot of cotton linsey, liquors, etc. ; 

I destroyed the salt and powder, and the said Routh having denied 
having any ammunition, I seized the lard, molasses, 1 barrel of 
bacon, part of a box of linsey (small clock and a few little notions 
of no value that were packed in with the linsey, that I at the time 
knew not of), 1 large box, which I did not open, said by the negroes 
to contain bacon (but which proved to contain demijohns of wine), 
and 2 small boxes of silver or plated knives and forks, and with the 
shot and guns loaded them into a wagon and brought them to the 
fleet where they were all turned over to the proper authorities. At 
the residence of Mr. Routh I captured two Confederate soldiers, one 
being a grandson of said John Routh. Learning that the enemy had 
fallen back, I in the afternoon returned to the fleet bringing in 7 
prisoners. ; 

As Mr. John Routh has forwarded a bill of damages which he 
claims to have sustained by my battalion upon that day, allow me to 
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state that I used every exertion in my power to restrain my men from 
pillaging or wantonly destroying property; also the negroes. I re- 
mained upon the ground until the last man had mounted and the 
battalion in motion (save the rear guard), and was not aware that 
the command had been guilty of any pillaging; but the negroes con- 
sisting of some two or three hundred, were ungovernable. They 
broke into rooms where I had no guards, and in one or two instances 
broke past my guards, destroying and carrying off a large amount 
of goods, previous to my departure from the plantation. 

In vindication of my conduct upon that day, sir, I would respect- 
fully refer you to any of the officers of the battalion that were with 
me. 

T have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. R. Cranpa.t, 
Captain, Commanding Company A, Cavalry. 
Brigadier-General A. W. Exxer, 
Commanding Mississippi Brigade. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, U. S. Navy, com- 
manding U. 8S. 8. Reindeer, regarding operations in the Cum- 


berland River. 

U.S. S. RErnDEEr, 
Carthage, February 1, 1864. 

Sir: The river began to rise this a. m., and by to-morrow at day- 
light will be high enough to let us over Sand Shoals. The fleet will 
‘make the attempt and I think will get over. Yesterday General 
[E. A.] Paine, with 1,000 men, went into Jackson County, and I think 
will clean it out. I discharged a steamer to ferry troops for the 
general, and with the Silver Lake No. 2 and this vessel went up as 
far as I could get to Sand Shoals, which I could not cross. I got 
the Silver Lake and Sullivan over, however, and, as far as I could, 
rendered assistance to the expedition. 

The Sullivan has just come down; reports the guerrillas com- 
pletely broken up, 40 prisoners taken, 12 or 15 killed, and any quan- 
tity of property recovered. I will probably see General Paine to- 
morrow, and if I have an opportunity will report further as to his 
success, which I expect is complete. The boats were not fired upon 
at all. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. Guassrorp, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander Lr Roy Fircu, 

Commanding Eighth District, Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8.: 
Navy, in the case of the steamer Clara Dolsen. 


Navy Department, February 1, 1864. 
Str: The Department infers from your No. 25 (date omitted), 
and from the enclosures of your number 29, of 27th ultimo, that the 
district court at Cairo, sitting in prize, has decreed restoration of the 
Clara Dolsen to the claimants. 
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Upon this assumption the Department will at once request the 
Attorney-General to instruct the U. S. district attorney in Illinois 
to appeal from such decree to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. During the pending of this appeal, until otherwise ordered, 
you will hold on to the Clara Dolsen. 

Very respectfully, GiE0on WELLES, 


Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, announcing the decree 
of the district court in the case of the steamer Clara Dolsen. 


Mississrepr SQuaADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, February 2, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to inform you that the receiving vessel Clara 
Dolsen, by a decree of the court of the district of Illinois, has been 
given back to the persons who professed to own her. I have re- 
ceived a partial notice to this effect. The vessel has not been in the 
hands of the marshal up to this time, and no effort has been made to 
save the vessel to the Navy, except what I have done myself. 
I shall now want the order of the Department before anything is 
done. 
I have the honor to be,very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Telegram. ] 


Carro, [Itu.], [February] 2, 1864. 
Your Benefit left at noon to-day with a large mail and important 
dispatches for you, in charge of Commander [Acting Master] Harty. 
A, M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Flagship Black Hawk. 


[Telegram. ] 


Sr. Louis, February 2, 1864. 
Getting the Ozark ready for trial. Expect to send her down Fri- 
day or Saturday. Will you send Commander Stanly up immediately 
to examine ordnance equipments? 
J. B. Hutt, 


Commodcre, Superintending. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, ; 
Fleet Captain, etc., Cairo, 
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Report of Acting Master Watson, U. S. Navy, transmitting copy of 
letter of appreciation from Major-General Sherman, U.S. Army. 


U. S. GunsoaT JULIET, 
Vicksburg, February 3, 1864. 


Sir: Fhe Juléet, under my command, will leave this place this 4 
p. m. for the mouth of Red River. 

General Sherman and staff started on his expedition this 10 a. m. 

T enclose a copy of a letter addressed to me by General Sherman. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. StroucHTon Watson, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Read-Admiral Davin D. Porter, . 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


[Enclosures. ] 


Heapquarters DeparTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, February 2, 1864. 

Dear Captain: I am now on the point of starting inland, and, 
according to Admiral Porter’s instructions,,-now release you from 
the duty you have recently been engaged on. You are therefore at 
liberty to join the division to which you belong. 

I am very much obliged to you personally and officially for the 
perfect manner [in which] you have contributed to my wants. You 
have enabled me to assemble and put in motion the troops along 
the Mississippi, and have contributed much to the personal comfort 
of myself and staff. I hope the accidents of service may bring us 
together again. I will not have time to write to the admiral again, 
and would be obliged if you would send him a copy of this letter. 

IT am with respect, your friend and servant, 
W. T. Suerman, 
Major-General. 
Captain J. S. Warson, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Juliet. 


[Telegram. ] 


Catro, February 3, 1864. 
Commander Stanly has gone to New Albany. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 
Commodore J. B. Hutz, U.S. Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Catro, February 4, 1864. 

When Commander Stanley returns I will order him to St. Louis. 
A. M. Pennock, 

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station. 


Commodore J. B. Huu, U. S. Navy. 
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Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Oom- 
mander Greer, U.S. Navy, for prize list of U. 8. 8. Benton for the 
capture of steamer Jeff Davis. 


MississtPpr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, February 5, 1864. 
Str: You will transmit without delay a prize list of the U. S. S. 
Benton for her share of the proceeds of the steamer Jeff Davis, cap- 
tured by that vessel and the Baron De Kalb, Louisville, Carondelet, 
and Cairo at Memphis, on the Mississippi River. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. Greer, 
Comdg. U. S. S. Benton, 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


(Telegram. ] 


Nasuvitie, February 5, 1864. 

I leave for Bridgeport, [Ala.], to-day. Will be back 7th, on com- 
pletion of report. Had I not better make a trip up the Kanawha 
with a couple of boats to look around? I can leave everything here 
perfectly safe. We may need some force in that region. 

Le Roy Fircu, 
| Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Portsr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commending his opera- 
tions at Rodney, Miss., and Waterproof, La. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 5, 1864. 

Sir: Your two letters of the 5th instant have been received. Your 
action in breaking up the ferry at Rodney is approved, as well as your 
visit to Waterproof in the absence of the Vo. 9. In regard to the 
shipping of Mr. Law’s cotton, I know you acted as you thought best, 
but the sending of anything where it will fall into the hands of the 
great majority of Treasury agents is only giving them a chance to 
cheat and steal; hence I was annoyed when this cotton had to go 
through the hands of the sharks at this point. Mr. Law was in a 
position that, in the light of humanity alone, would require protec- 
tion, but he should never have taken his cotton to an exposed place, 
unless he had the proper papers. As the law now reads, the owners 
must run their own risks. Our course is a plain one as regards the 
shipment of any product. Where protection can be afforded without 
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interfering with other duties, even in cases like this, I would give it, 
but such a one would not occur once a year. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas, A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jas. LANG, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Rattler. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Rat- 
tler. 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 5, 1864. 
Sir: Proceed in search of the Ouachita, Captain [George T.] Wil- 
son, and deliver to him the accompanying letter. Go no farther than 
Vicksburg and come immediately to Natchez after receiving his 
answer; also if you do not find him. Lose no time. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James Lanine, 
Commanding U.S. 8. Rattler. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. 
Forest Rose. , 


U. 8. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 5, 1864. 
Str: I am obliged to take the Rattler from Rodney for a day or 
two. Have an eye to that point. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Jounstron, 
Commanding U. 8. 8. Forest Rose. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8S. Navy, regarding 
encounter with Confederate cavalry at Morgan Bend, and giving 
information from captured mails. ‘ 


U. 8S. S. Conrstroea, 
Morgan Bend, February 5, 18€4. 
Str: A week ago to-day IT landed a small party at the head of this 
bend for the purpose of getting rails for firewood. They were at- 
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tacked by a large party of rebel cavalry and driven in to the vessel. 
Having driven the enemy off, I landed in force and destroyed some 
14 houses and huts that they had been in the habit of using for 
quarters, also a thousand bushels of corn. Captured a rifle and 
horse. No casualties. 

Last Wednesday I sent a strong force about a mile in the interior 
above Tunica village, captured 9 bales of cotton and 2 prisoners, 
who crossed the river the night previous. One of them is a private 
of the Seventh Texas, the other a suspicious character, though he 
pretends to have no connection with the army. The former had a 

private mail of about 70 letters. They contain little information, 
but from them I have gleaned the following: Taylor’s army con- 
sists of two divisions, Walker’s and Mouton’s. The former, consist- - 
ing of three brigades, about 7,000 men, is camped at Marksville, 3 
miles from Fort De Russy, except one brigade, Scurry’s, which is at 
Simmesport. Fort De Russy is garrisoned by the Fourteenth Texas. 
Some 400 negroes are employed upon it. Different writers state from 
six to ten guns, two 9-inch, the rest 32s, some of them casemated. 
ee are constructing a raft to obstruct the river 6 miles below the 
ort. 

The general tone of the letters show that the soldiers are much 
disheartened and but little faith in their ability to hold their position. 
I send the prisoners to you on the General Lyon. 

On Wednesday last, was fired upon at the head of this bend with 
musketry while convoying the Continental. Drove them off without 
any trouble. No casualties. Several bullets in the hull and 
chimneys. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 

Lieutenant-Commander Jas. P. Fostsr, 

Commanding 2d District, Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding 
expedition in Yazoo River. 


U. S. S. Marmora, 
4 Miles below Yazoo City, February 5, 1864. 
Sir: Owing to the very strong force at Yazoo City and their bat- 
teries of five guns in 21] (one an 8-inch, the balance smaller), Col- 
onel Coats decided to drop below Satartia for the present, so at day- 
light we shall commence dropping. The transport Z’mma_ Boyd is 
going to Vicksburg, and I send these dispatches by her. We have 
not yet had any communication with the city. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding 5th District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrzr, | 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
information regarding Confederate operations in Louisiana, ob- 
tained from captured mail. 


U.S. S. Larayerte, Yebruary 6, 1864. 


Str: Enclosed you will please find a communication from Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Selfridge, which will give you some information 
of the operations of the enemy in the upper part of my district. 
Since I last wrote you, a portion of the forces in and around Bayou 
Sara have been withdrawn by General Wirt Adams. It is said they 
are now 14 or 15 miles back of Fort Adams. There still remains a 
force in this vicinity of about 2,000, who are plundering, burning 
cotton, and ravaging the country generally. The town of St. Fran- 
cisville continues to be a resort for the guerrillas and soldiers of 
Colonel Scott, and if it were not for the women and chlidren of the 
place I would long since have destroyed it entirely. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdgq. 2d Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


U: S. S. Conzrstoea, 
Morgan Bend, February 6, 1864. 

Str: On Wednesday last I captured 2 prisoners who had crossed 
the river from west to east the night previous. 

One of them had a large private mail, [from] which, though very 
uninteresting, I have gleaned the following: 

Taylor’s forces for the defense of Louisiana at present consist of 
two divisions: Walker’s, consisting of three brigades, about 7,000 
men camped at Marksville, three miles from Fort De Russy, and 
Mouton’s now at Monroe, La. The fort itself is garrisoned by the 
Fourteenth Texas, 400 negroes are employed upon it, and it is 
soon expected to be completed. The number of guns mounted vary 
with different letters from six to ten. Two of them speak of having 
a 134-pounder. The most intelligent, however, mentions eight in all, 
two 9-inch, the rest 32s. A raft is being constructed 6 miles below 
the fort, by driving piles in the bed of the river and floating trees 
and roots against it. Another fort is spoken of 4 miles below 
Shreveport. 

The river is mentioned as so low that only small transports can 
run from Alexandria down. 

The tone of the letters, with few exceptions, is disheartening. No 
desire to fight, and but little confidence in being able to hold their 
position. Price is mentioned as having about 20,000 men, and the 
same number with Magruder. All persons between 16 and 55 are 
being conscripted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Txos. O. SELFRIDGE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, 
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General report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, com- 
manding Fourth District, referring to operations at Rodney, Miss., 
, Waterproof, La., and Vidalia, La. 


U.S. S. Benron, 
Off Natchez, February 6, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that since my last report 
of December 22, 1863, there has been but one vessel fired into in 
this district, viz, the Vew Champion, with a tow of coal for the 
Navy, on January 25, at the foot of Rodney Bend, with small arms. 
No one hurt. The Forest Rose went up to the town of Rodney as 
soon as she heard of the affair. Captain Johnston saw an armed 
rebel run from an old ruin of a sawmill, and which was a very good 
place to shelter men in. He burned the ruin and tore down the 
cabin of the old and deserted wharf boat. I approved of his course. 
At the time of this affair I was using the Ratéler, being on a tour 
of inspection. The town of Waterproof, La., has been occupied 
by about 300 troops, mostly negroes; they are intrenching their 
camp, until they are in condition to defend themselves. I have di- 
rected the Forest Rose to be about there, especially at night. I 
could use one or two more light-drafts to a good advantage; the two 
I now have have to patrol a distance of 55 miles. 

February 7,8 p.m.—This afternoon a force of rebels, at least 2,000, 
made their appearance back of Vadalia and attempted to advance 
upon our small force of troops there stationed. There was sharp skir- 
mishing. The-Aattler (which was here coaling), Champion. (under- 
going repairs), Zorrence, this vessel, and the tug Fern, threw a num- 
ber of shells, and with good effect, notwithstanding the disadvantage 
we labored under on account of the high bank. One of the rebel pris- 
oners told me the cannon caused their forces to fall back. Our 
troops have been reinforced from the Natchez side, but we expect an 
attack in the morning. 

February 8.—I have the honor to inform you that the rebels have 
retreated from this place and that we do not now anticipate another 
attack. I shall go up to the Mound City to-day and convene the 
court-martial ordered by you. I will be obliged, owing to the ex- 
igencies of the service, to leave Acting Master Brennen (one of the 
detail) at this point in command of the naval forces. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 

Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain 
Pennock, U. S. Navy, acknowledging receipt of confidential com- 
munication. 

U.S. Ironcuap STEAMER Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., February 6, 1864. 
Caprain: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your confiden- 
tial communication of the 31st ultimo, and I thank you for your 
promptness in sending me the information, 
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Commodore Bell, at the time he forwarded his letter for the ad- 
miral, wrote to me, giving the same information. I sent a copy of 
Commodore Bell’s letter to Captain Foster, with the request that he 
should transmit it in the same confidential manner to the commanders 
of divisions above him. 

I felt that such information should be confidentially disseminated 
with the least possible delay. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rosert TowNsenp, 
Commander, U. S. Navy. 
Captain A. M. Pennock, 
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, Ll. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Langthorne, U. S. Navy, 
regarding work on the wreck of the U.S. 8. Indianola. 


U.S. S. Mounp Crry, 
Off Hurricane Island, Mississippi River, February 6, 1864. 
Str: I have blocked the 7ndianola up on both sides, bow and stern, 
and have dug trenches around her, which will cause the water to 
pass under her more readily. I have had all the seams tried and will 
have them recalked where it is neeessary. I do not think there will 
be any difficulty in floating her. All the seams in her bottom that 
can be seen are in good condition. The river is rising at the rate of 
14 inches per day, and if it keeps on at the present rate the Indianola 
will be afioat in fifteen days. There is an empty coal barge here 
belonging to the U. S. Navy, and I think it would be judicious to 
remove all the loose iron off the decks of the 7ndianola to it. The 
weight is considerable, and when removed will assist in floating her 
very much. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LanerHorne, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Langthorne, U. S. Navy, 
regarding the U.S. steamers Ouachita and Mound City. 


U.S. S. Mounn Crry, 
Off Hurricane Island, Mississippi River, February 6, 1864. 
Str: In obedience to your orders, I brought the Ouachita down 
the river as far as this vessel, and delivered her to Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Wilson, and have taken command of the J/ound City. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. Laneruorne, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Wilson, U. S. Navy, command- 

mg U.S. 8S. Ouachita, regarding that vessel, and referring to the 
arrival of steamer Emma Boyd from above Yazoo City. 


U.S. S. Ovacuira, 
Off Vicksburg, February 6, 1864. 

Sir: On the ist instant, I turned over the Mound City to Captain 
Langthorne and I took command of this vessel according to your 
orders. I came up to Vicksburg, and was obliged to have an old 
crack in one of the flues patched. Yesterday I steamed up above 
the Yazoo a little and came back to-day. The Emma Boyd came 
down from above Yazoo City this afternoon (having taken dis- 
patches to Captain Owen), and reports plenty of water, and rising 
all the way up. She received several musket balls at, or near Liver- 
pool. 

This vessel is short some 34 men, unless we can dispense with man- 
ning both bow and stern guns at the same time, and make one set of 
men work both. Five of the men have been discharged, their times 
being out. I would like, if possible, to have an executive officer, 
either as an additional officer or in exchange for one of the ensigns. 
One of them is sick all the time and will probably leave for the 
hospital. 

There is a good deal to be done to this vessel yet to make her neat 
and trim, and the men will want a fair share of drilling to make her 
a-crack fighting ship. The crew are drilled four or five hours per 
day, reducing the time as they progress. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron Wison, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General 
Tuttle, U. S. Army, to forward information to Rear-Admiral 
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding movements of the army. 


Heapquarrers DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Jackson, Miss., February 6, 1864. 
GenerAL: Telegraph substantially to commanding officers at 
Vicksburg, Natchez, and Memphis, also to General Halleck, General 
Grant, and Admiral Porter, care of General Reid, Cairo, as follows: 


General Sherman’s command, composed of McPherson’s and Hurlbut’s corps, 
left Vicksburg on the 3d in two columns via the railroad bridge Messinger’s. 
On the 4th McPherson met the enemy (Wirt Adams’ brigade) and skirmished 
as far as Bolton. On the 5th Hurlbut’s column encountered Starke’s brigade 
of ‘cavalry at Joe Davis’s plantation and drove it through Clinton toward 
Canton. Same day McPherson pushed Wirt Adams into and beyond Jackson. 
General Sherman occupied Jackson on the 6th and will cross Pearl and enter 
Brandon on the 7th, and so on. He reports three small brigades of cavalry and 
Loring’s division of infantry up toward Canton and French’s division of in- 
fantry to his front at or near Brandon. 


I am, ete. W. T. SHERMAN, - 
Major-General Commanding. 


Brigadier-General J. M. Turrin, 
Commanding on Big Black, 
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. 
Navy, relative to charges against the Mississippi Marine Brigade. 


Navy DepartMent, Yebruary 6, 1564. 


Sir: Your No. 11, in answer to complaints of improper conduct 
of some of the officers of the Mississippi Squadron, and enclosing 
documents to show that the guilty parties are connected with the 
Marine Brigade and Ram Fleet, not now under your command, has 
been received. 

The dispatch and accompaniments were handed to the Assistant 
Secretary of War for perusal, and in returning them he stated that 
he thought they ought to be referred to General Grant. 

It would perhaps be well for you to call the attention of General 
Grant to the conduct of the brigade and Ram Fleet and suggest that 
it be made a matter of complaint to the War Department. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
GipEon WELLES, 
Secretary of Navy. 

Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Wilson, U. S. Navy, regarding 
reported movements of gunboats in the Yazoo Rwer. 


U. S. S. Ovacuira, 
Vicksburg, February 7, 1864. 
Sir: I stated that the gunboats were above Yazoo City, but I was 
misinformed. A gentleman just from Captain Owen this morning 
says that the boats got within 1,200 yards of Yazoo City, when they 
were opened on with shell. He says there are some large guns in 
position there and a considerable force behind them. This gentle- 
man is going to Natchez to get ammunition. The xchange got two 
or three heavy shot through her. The boats dropped to Satartia. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Byron Witson, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Dayin D. Porter, 
Commanding Misstssippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Pitts- 
burg. 

! U.S. 8. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 7, 1864. 
Sir: Do not go up Big Black River again until further orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Comdr., Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. R. Hoert, 
Commanding U, 8, 8. Pittsburg. 


aor re 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, regarding re- 
quest for convoy of transports in the Tennessee River. 


U.S. S. Prosra, 
Mound City, Lul., February 7, 1864. 

Sir: I return herewith a letter from Colonel Lewis B. Parsons, di- 
rected to Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, which you have referred 
to me. 

T will have a gunboat in readiness at Paducah to convoy the trans- 
ports Alone and Convoy No. 2 as far as Florence, Ala. 

Unless there is more water in the Tennessee River than there has 
been since the war commenced it will be impossible for any of the 
gunboats to go farther. 

If the transports have to go on from Florence without convoy, [ 
would respectfully suggest that they have a couple of howitzers and 
some infantry on board of each, as Roddey’s force has possession of 


‘the southern bank of the river from Tuscumbia to beyond the eastern 


end of the Mussel Shoals. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servaut, 
James W. Suirk, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Seventh District. 
Fleet Captain A. M. Pennocr, 
Commandant of Station, Cairo, Ill. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Lourisvitis, Ky., February 3, 1864. 

ApmiraL: By order of Quartermaster-General Meigs I have pur- 
chased the steam transports Alone and Convoy No. 2 to be sent above 
Mussel Shoals. They have been placed under the charge of Captain 
Arthur Edwards, acting quartermaster, who will give directions 
when to move, as he is at Bridgeport and will know the condition of 
the river. 

I was directed to advise you and request convoy when the boats 
were ready to leave. The boats will be at Paducah within a few 
days, with orders to be ready to move at an hour’s notice. 

I have sent a copy of this to Captain Edwards, who will inform 
you when the water rises so the boats can leave. 

Very respectfully, 
Lewis B. Parsons, 

Colonel and Chief Quartermaster, Western River Transportation. 


Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, Il. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U.S. Navy, regarding ves- 
sels under construction in the Tennessee River. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Nashville, Tenn., February 7, 1564. 
Sir: Having visited Bridgeport, in compliance with your orders 
of January 24, I beg leave to submit the following report: 
I found there, on the stocks, one large side-wheel boat, ready for 
launching as soon as the water would permit. She is 175 feet long 
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and 27 feet beam, and will be very serviceable for a transport, but 
too large for a gunboat. As it is the intention there to put the 
Dunbar’s engines in her, I presume she will be ready for service 
within one month or six weeks. 

There are two boats now in the water (stern-wheels). They are 
about 140 feet long and 23 feet beam, about 35 feet depth of hold. 
One of them is now ready for service as a transport. The other one, 
called the I/issionary, will be ready in about two or three weeks; is 
now waiting for her engines, which are expected daily. 

As transportation seems to be one of the first objects, I, in con- 
sideration of the army being likely to remain at Chattanooga for 
some months, which would afford a very good protection to the river 
as long as it was so near, suggested the following: That two boats, 
whose frames are now nearly ready to set up, be finished as gun- 
boats, and that all now under completion be finished as transports; 
but for security and moral effect, the stern-wheel boat called the 
Missionary be at once completed and fitted to mount two 12-pounder 
guns temporarily. This will not detract from her qualities as a 
transport, and at the same time will have the precedence of a gun- 
boat. When the other two boats fitted up as gunboats are ready, these 
two guns and their crews can be removed and placed on board the 
gunboats proper. 

For the present, then, I would suggest that the Missionary be 
supphed with two 12-pounder howitzers, rifled or smooth, on boat 
carriages; 12 men, 2 boys, and 1 master’s mate in charge of guns and 
men. ; 

Taking all things in consideration, § thought it proper to suggest 
that the two boats to be built as gunboats should be fitted to carry 
as light an armament as possible to be efficient, so that they may 
also carry freight when required to do so. 

The two boats to be constructed will be side-wheelers, 160 feet 
long, 25 feet beam, and 4 feet hold, 16-inch cylinders, and 5 feet 6 
inches stroke. 

I would respectfully suggest that these boats carry four guns each, 
say one 24-pounder howitzer on the bow and one on the stern, and 
two rifled 12-pounders amidships. The bow and stern guns to work 
abaft either beam, ahead and right astern; the two broadside guns 
to work from two points abaft the beam to within one point of 
right ahead. 

The number of men required fer these boats with this armament 
will be as follows: Two quartermasters, 1 boatswain’s mate, 1 quar- 
ter gunner, 1 ship’s cook, 22 men, 3 boys, 4 firemen, 6 coal heavers 
(contrabands) ; total 40. 

Officers —One ensign in command, and 4 master’s mates, 1 first 
assistant engineer, 1 second assistant engineer, 2 third assistant 
engineers. 

One acting assistant surgeon for the two boats and 1 acting as- 
sistant paymaster for the two. 

The guns, ammunition, and men can be easily transported to 
Bridgeport. If they can be sent to Smithland I can then take them 
a Nashville, from which place they can go by rail directly to the 

oats. 

The Missionary will be ready for temporary service, and her two 
guns in about two weeks, 


ae 
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The two side-wheel boats will be ready near the middle of April. 

Quartermaster-General Meigs furnished a draft of a gunboat as 
built by Mr. Wiard, but is totally inefficient for these rivers, and 
was therefore rejected. The draft sent was a double-ender, with side 
wheels amidships, to carry six howitzers, three on each end, and six 
heavy launches, each one sufliciently large to carry a howitzer. The 
guns were also unprotected and the crews totally exposed, and could 
be picked off to a man by guerrillas from either side of the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porrrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Il. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy, commanding 
expedition in Yazoo River, of encounter with the enemy at Liver- 
pool, Miss. 

U.S. S. Marmora, 
One mile below Yazoo City, February 8, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report we have again approached this 
city. The enemy under Brigadier-General Ross, about 1,500 strong, 
left the city yesterday morning early to attack us at Liverpool. We 
met them there and had but little skirmishing. We held our posi- 
tion during the night and to-day at 1 p. m. got underway and came to 
this place. The Hxchange now lies off the city. In the morning we 
will take possession. The enemy left a picket of 25 men, 2 of whom 
were captured by the cavalry scouts. No casualties thus far have 
occurred in the fleet. My greatest anxiety is the scarcity of ammu- 
nition. The only heavy guns mounted in the city are said to be 
spiked, which was done last summer. The colonel has just informed 
me he intends sending a boat down the river to-night, so I send this 
dispatch by her. We shall continue our way up the river as far as 
the water and the enemy will permit. I believe I have never yet 
mentioned the military force was only about 800 strong, composed 
of the Eleventh Illinois Infantry, Eighth Louisiana (colored), with 

a detachment of 47 cavalry from Fourth [lhnois. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. 5th Dist. and Naval Fupedition. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding 
seizure. of pig tron in Cumberland River. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Cumberland River, February 8, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that yesterday p. m., while at the 
pig iron pile at the foot of Harpeth Shoals, preperatory to taking 
on iron, one of the heirs or interested parties came down to protest 
against my taking it, and presented a safeguard from General 
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Rousseau. I told him I could not regard those papers; that my in- 
structions were to take the iron out of the river, which I should do. 
unless you ordered to the contrary. Moreover, this iron was seized 
by your order before General Rousseau gave this order for protection, 
therefore I do not consider that General Rousseau, or any other 
general, has the right or authority to set aside the actions of the gun- 
boats by writs of protection, and unless you order, I shall not regard 
his writs in the least. 

I brought down a very good load on this boat, and left the Yatr- 
play to bring down another; will have it all down now in a very 
short time. 

To prevent being foiled, I left the Springfield to hold possession 
and guard the iron till it was all removed. 

I would further remark that to the best of my knowledge this same 
person who brought me the protection papers, was an officer in the 
very guerrilla companies that fired on boats from this same iron pile, 
and has come back lately solely to save his share in the iron; not 
because he has resolved to do better. I dare say if anything could 
be accomplished he would lead a guerrilla company in there to- 
morrow. ear . 

’ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Le Roy Fircn, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Letter from Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral Por- 
ter, U. S. Navy, regarding the preparation of tronclads for the 
West Gulf Squadron. 


U.S. S. Pensacora, 
New Orleans, February 8, [1864]. 

My Dear Porter: I hope you have received the admiral’s letter 
written upon our arrival at Pensacola, asking you to spare him an ~ 
ironclad for the purpose of operations at Grant’s Pass. He left yes- 
terday and left me in charge here, begged me to write to you asking 
you to have ironclads coppered before sending them down, as they 
are needed for work in the lakes and about Berwick Bay. We have 
raised copper enough here to copper one of them, and she is now 
hauled up on the ways for that purpose. Again, we can not raise 
engines-at New Orleans; can you not supply us with them? Will 
you also send us a barge of soft coal? The admiral has also directed 
me to send up to Cairo such of the gunboats as suffered most last 
year with yellow fever, that they may be frozen and cleaned out. It 
is rather late in the season for the freezing part; as yet there are 
none of them here, ahd I question very much whether I shall be 
able to get them up in time for the frost. 

I had a letter from Dr, Mercer, expressing his thanks for your 
kindness in sending on his old valet. It has been the greatest com- 
fort to the old gentleman, and he seems most grateful. 

Old Bell has gone home. I am glad the faithful are to have a 
little rest, for he has stuck it out most conscientiously. What do you 
intend doing yourself this summer? General Sherman is beginning 
to make a move. It is quite time. In this department the game 
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seems to be a conquest by a social regeneration. The principal aid 
of the general went North the other day, as I thought for reinforce- 
ments, but learned afterwards it was to procure an opera troupe. The 
Creoles are to be brought round by-the charm that is said “ to soothe 
the savage breast.” I trust the feint upon Mobile will be successful 
and that we will be able to envelop Texas. 

Write to me from time to time, as you are more of a scribe than I 
am; besides have not got my weak eyes. 

Very truly, your friend, J. S. Parmer. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Glassford, U. 8. ‘Navy, re- 
garding affairs in the Cumberland River. 


Burnsipe Pornt, 
Mouth of Big South Fork, |Ky.|, February 9, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival and discharge of the 
steamers at this point; five more will arrive to-day. 

I left Wolf Creek Shoals yesterday on the Vewsboy to ascertain 
personally what the difficulty of navigation was between that point 
and this and to learn what arrangements were being made to dis- 
charge the vessels with rapidity. 

The river [Cumberland] I can get over, I think, by laying warps 
at two other points. The chief delay will be here. There are not 
enough storehouses to cover the freight when landed, but the quar- 
- termaster will pile up ashore and cover temporarily with tarpaulin 
and boards, and so we will get onegm* * * 

The Reindeer and Victory have been busy hauling steamers 
through; the latter is now coming up with a convoy. The former 
was at the head of the shoals still at work when I left her yesterday 
at 1.30 p.m. I am working night and day to get all the steamers 
up, discharged, and coaled, so as to run down as far as possible on 
the present water and wait for the next rise whenever we get stopped. 
Tt is not- impossible but what we may get through without another 
rise. 

There is only 30 inches on Wolf Creek Shoals, 41 miles below this 

oint. 
4 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. A. Guassrorp, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander Lr Roy Fircn, 

Commanding Kighth District. 


Order of Lieutenant Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, to Acting V olun- 
teer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, regarding a, tug. 


U.S. S. Ouacuira, February 10, 1864. 
Sir: I am obliged to take the tug from you for a time, as she is 
needed here. Send her up at once to the Ifound City. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER. 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. R. Host, ae 
Commanding U.S. S. Pittsburg. 
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Report of Commodore Hull, U. S. Navy, regarding the U.S. steamers 
Chickasaw and Ozark. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., February 11, 1864. 
Sir: The gunboat Chickasaw was successfully launched yesterday 
at 10.40 a. m. 
The Ozark left yesterday at noon for Cairo, with Chief Engineer 
King on board, who was directed to continue the engines in opera- 
tion until he was fully satisfied with their performance and then to 
turn her over to the commanding officer for service. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. Hott, 
Commodore, Superintending. 
JoHNn LENTHALL, Esq., 
Chief of Bureau Construction, etc., Washington. 


[Telegram. ] 


Smiruuanp, [Ky.], February i2, 1864. 
Telegram of enquiry from Captain Pennock received. There 
were but three boats here yesterday when you passed down, the — 
Moose and Fairplay just from Nashville and discharging pig iron, 
the Silver Lake having boiler patched. There are no boats here 
longer than is absolutely necessary for repairs, or to discharge pig 
iron and coal. Not water enough to get our coal to Donelson, 
[Tenn.], just now. ' 
% Le Roy Fircu, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram. ] 


Nasnviuiz, [TEenn.], February 12, 1864. 
Captain Fitch is said to be moving iron from Whateley’s Ferry, 
Tennessee River. The iron belongs to minor heirs and will no doubt 
be adjudged their property. I am requested to enquire if it is re- 
moved by your authority. 
U. S. Grant, 
Major-General. 
Admiral D. D. Porrsr, 
Mound City, {Zil.]. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, responding to letter 
regarding tonnage of new vessels. 


Misstssrppt SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 12, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
29th January, in relation to the tonnage of the new vessels, ete. 
The tonnage given is carpenter’s measurement, and is likely more 
correct than that given in the registers, 
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The tugs average about 50 tons, and only one or two of them are 
fitted to carry a 12-pounder howitzer on occasions. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Giron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, U. 8S. Navy, regarding 
expedition near Old River for capture of cotton, etc., February 
13, 1864. 

U.S. S. Conzstoga, 
Mississippi River, February 19, 1864. 
Sir: Learning that there was a considerable amount of cotton be- 
longing to the rebel Government under a small guard of soldiers 
not far from where Old River intersects the main levee, I landed 
he on the morning of the 13th, with 45 seamen and some contra- 
ands. 
After a march of about 6 miles I found the cotton and would have 
captured the guard but for the accidental discharge of a musket. 
On the way back was a good deal annoyed and had a sharp skir- 
mish with a body of Texan cavalry. 
The result of the expedition was the capture of 32 bales of rebel 
cotton, 20 mules, 2 horses, 6 wagons, 4 Enfield rifles, 2 shotguns. 
Captured as prisoners Colonel Charles H. Tyler and Major John 
¥. O’Brien, of the Confederate Provisional Army, on their way to 
join Magruder. 
Both of the above officers were of the Regular Army before the 
war. 
Lieutenant Plantagu [E. Montague?]|, of the Louisiana artillery, 
and three privates. 
Sent the mules, wagons, etc., to Natchez. Provisions were turned 
over to the military authorities at Port Hudson. 
My officers and men behaved with great credit. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Txos. O. SrLrripcr, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster, 
Commanding Second Division. 


P. S.—The day before the above, destroyed 24 hogsheads of sugar 
about to cross the river, it being too bulky to take it on board. 


Instructions of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to commanding 
officers in preparation for Red River eapedition. 


Confidential. ] U. S. Misstssrppr Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 13, 1864. 


To Commanders who will join the expedition, ete.: 
Sir: You will have your vessel and those under your command 
ready to start up Red River at a moment’s notice after the 25th of 
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February. Take on all the ammunition, coal, and provisions you 
can conveniently carry, and those who are short of ammunition will 
stop at the ordnance vessels on the way down and lay in supplies. 

It is my intention to take along every ironclad vessel in the fleet, 
and commanders of divisions or districts will detail vessels to take 
the places of the ironclads and cover those points, particularly where 
ironclads have been stationed heretofore. None of the light-draft 
vessels will be taken from above Fort Adams, nor from the districts 
below Red River. 

Each commander of light-draft will have to receive written in- 
structions from every district commander, defining the space and 
positions it is intended for him to protect during the absence of the 
divisional commander. 

The vessels below Red River will receive notice in time to get up. 
Let the men be well drilled for landing, and with howitzers if found 
necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porrer, 
Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander James A. GREER, 
Commanding Fourth District. 


Repulse by U. S. S. Forest Rose, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant 
Johnston, U. S. Navy, commanding, of attacks upon Waterproof, 
La., February 13-15, 1864. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 13, 1864. 

Coronet: I have just arrived from up the river. I stopped at 
Waterproof and ascertained that there had been an attack made upon 
our forces stationed there this afternoon, by Isaac F. Harrison’s 
forces under a man maned [Eli] Bowman. The rebels number about 
800 cavalry with two pieces of light artillery. With the assistance 
of a gunboat they were driven off, leaving 7 dead and 4 prisoners. 
They are now encamped at Holmes’ place, and one of our men who 
was captured and escaped states that they intend to attack again in 
the morning. Captain Anderson desired me to ask you to send up 
a light reinforcement if you can. He has an army 12-pounder howit- 
zer, but no ammunition, and would like to have some. He desired 
me to say he would answer your communication to-morrow. He has 
not had time to do it to-day. He says General McArthur told him 
a force of our men would arrive at Monroe on Monday, they having 
left Vicksburg for that point. Captain Anderson lost 5 killed, 6 
wounded, and 3 or 4 missing. He has about 280 men. 

I am told the negroes did not fight very well. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. Greer, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Colonel A. K. Jounson, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Natchez. 
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Lieutenant- 
Commander Greer, U. S. Navy. 


Mississipet Squapron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Vicksburg, February 26, 1864. 
Str: I enclose a communication from Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, in relation to an attack of rebels under Colonel Harrison on a 
guard stationed at Waterproof, [La.], and the dispersion of the 
enemy and their 4 pieces of artillery by the tinclad Forest Rose, after 
three desperate attempts to capture our negro troops, in which they 
would have been successful but for the Forest Rose. 
These are efficient little vessels, and have never yet been driven from 
a battery (though at times much cut up), and have never yet failed 
to make the rebel field batteries beat a retreat. 
The commander, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston, de- 
serves much credit for the service he performed. — 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Enclosure. ] 


U. SS Rarrizs, 
Off Hurricane Island, | La.|, February 15, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that since my letter of the 
8th instant, the rebels have made no demonstrations in the vicinity 
of Natchez. The vessels at that point I left in charge of Acting 
Master E. C. Brennen, of the Benton, as I am engaged on court- 
martial duty. The Forest Rose has been stationed at Cole’s Creek and 
Waterproof. As some of the Marine Brigade boats have been lying 
at and near Rodney, I have used this vessel for court-martial pur- 
poses, sending the tug Hyacinth, with an armed party from the Pitts- 
burg, to patrol as far as St. Joseph, [La.]. 

I have informed you in a previous letter that a detachment of about 
200 negro troops have been stationed at Waterproof, making it a 
depot for negroes, cattle, etc. This has aroused the indignation of 
the rebels, and on Saturday, the 14th instant, a force of about 800 
cavalry of Harrison’s command made an attack upon the post, driving 
in the pickets and pressing the troops very hard; fortunately for 
_ them the Yorest Rose was present. Sate 

Captain Johnston immediately opened on them a rapid fire, which 
drove them back. He got his vessel underway and shelled the enemy 
whenever his guns would bear; finally they retreated to the woods. 
This affair lasted from 3 till 5:30 p. m. 

At 8 p. m. the enemy attempted to make a dash into the town, but 
Captain Johnston, who was well posted as regards the approaches, 
drove them back with a few shell. 

Hight dead rebels and 5 prisoners were left in our hands. The 
loss of the Union troops was 5 killed and 2 wounded. 

Captain Johnston says that “some of the negroes fought well, but 
for want of proper discipline the majority did not,” 
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I arrived with this vessel, but after the first fighting was over. 
I then proceeded to Natchez and reported the facts of the case to the 
commander of the post, and asked him to send up reinforcements. 
Next morning he dispatched 200 men and some howitzer ammunition 
to Waterproof. 

I got underway with this vessel on the afternoon of the 15th. 
Upon arriving at Waterproof, learned that in the morning at 7:30 
the enemy, who had been reinforced in the night, and whose forces 
consisted now of two regiments of infantry, one of cavalry, and four 
pieces of artillery, all under command of Colonel Harrison, had again 
atacked the post. The Yorest Rose, whose commander ever seems 
to be on the alert, was ready for them. They attempted to plant their 
battery upon a plank road, but a few well-directed shell from the 
Parrott guns sent them in confusion out of range. The attempts of 
the remainder of the rebel force to advance were frustrated by the 
active movements of the Yorest Rose. 

Captain Johnston says: “ Captain Anderson asked repeatedly for 
me to take troops on board, and, sir, throw them across the river; 
while in every request I declined, and could only say to him to fight— 
his forces having all fallen back into his fortification. After I got the 
enemy on the retreat he felt more easy and discontinued his requests 
to cross the river. I do not think Anderson was intimidated, but by 
the bad discipline of his men and the incapacity of his officers they 
became panic stricken. The rebels fell back at 1 p. m. shortly after 
the reinforcements arrived from Natchez. The ram Switzerland ar- 
rived about the close of the fight and joined in. The rebel loss as 
far as known is 7 killed, quite a number wounded, who were taken 
off, and several prisoners, among them a lieutenant who was an aid 
to Harrison.” 

Our force lost 3 killed and 12 wounded. I gave the Forest Rose 
some ammunition and sent an order to Natchez for the Benton to 
bring her up some coal, and then come up to this point, feeling sure 
the Forest See and Switzerland could take care of a much larger 
force of the enemy than had yet shown themselves. Upon my ar- 
rival here I sent the Ouachita to Waterproof, with orders to Captain 
Wilson to remain there as long as his services were needed and then 
go to Natchez, coal, and return to this point. 

I have written you a long account of this, but I desire that Captain 
Johnston shall have his good conduct brought to your notice. 

In the two days’ fight the Forest Rose expended 270 shell. 

February 16th.—\ have received a dispatch from Captain Johns- 
ton, dated the 15th instant, 10 p. m., stating that at 4 a. m. of that 
day the rebels made another and their final attack upon Waterproof 
in a storm of wind. The Forest Rose sent a few well-directed shell, 
which caused them to retire. They then commenced retreating to- 
ward Harrisonburg, [La.], burning the bridge behind them. The 
Switzerland dragged and fouled her anchor and did not participate. 
General Ellet, with two boats, arrived in the forenoon, and sent some 
cavalry to reconnoiter. After remaining a few hours, he departed 
with his boats. A regiment of troops from Vicksburg passed down 
last evening. 

The rebels can not stand the fire of gunboats, and in the last ten 
days received some severe lessons from the vessels of this district. 
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U.S. 8. Benton, February 21.—Since the above was written, every- 
thing remains quiet, but we have information by a scout that the 
rebels are making preparations for an attack upon the contraband 
amps opposite Vicksburg and the posts of Waterproof and Vidalia. 

General McArthur, commanding at Vicksburg, has been informed 
of this news. The negro troops at Waterproof have been committing 
many outrages. I shall report it to General McArthur, under whose 
command these men are. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. §. Navy, transmitting letter of com- 
mendation from Captain Anderson, U. 8. Army, regarding the commander of 
the U.S. 8. Forest Rose. 


U.S. 8. Benton, 
Off Natchez, March 1, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to forward to you a copy of a letter from 
Captain Anderson (who commanded the forces at Waterproof) to 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Johnston, of the Morest Rose, in regard 
to his services at the time the rebels attacked that place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[Enclosure. ] 


Heapquarters Post, 
Waterproof, La., February 19, 1864. 
Sir: Permit me to return you many thanks for the gallant man- 
ner in which you defended my little force against the rebel force of 
Colonel Mores (7), Colonel [A. J] McNeill, and Major [Matt F.] 
Johnson in their several attacks of Saturday, February 13, Sunday 
the 14th, and Monday the 15th, February, 1864. 
— I hope you will not consider it flattering when I say I never be- 
fore saw more accurate artiliery firimg than you did in these engage- 
ments, invariably putting your shells to the right place ordered. 
My officers and men now feel perfectly secure against a large force, 
so long as we have the assistance of Captain Johnston and his most 
excellently drilled crew on board the Wo. 9. 
I am, captain, your obedient servant, 
J. M. AnpErson, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
Captain JoHNsTon, 
Commanding Gunboat No. 9. 
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, forwarding letter of Captain Ander- 
; son, commanding post at Waterproof, La. 


Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Red Rwer, March 6, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a letter * received 
from Captain J. M. Anderson, commanding post at Waterproof, La., 
in which he speaks of the good service performed by the Yorest Rose, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. V. Johnston, at that place. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Hon. Giron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S-Navy, to Acting Vclun- 
teer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, regarding duty for the U. 8. 
tug Hyacinth. - 


U. S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 14, 1864. 
Sir: I send you the tug Hyacinth. I shall keep the Rattler here ~ 
this week. I wish you to send the tug to cruise occasionally as far as 
Rodney. As long as the Marine Brigade is there, you need go no 
farther than St. Joseph. Do not go up Big Black River. 
Keep me advised of all movements of importance. I will be at 
the Mound City. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, 
Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. R. Hoet, 
Commanding U.S. S. Pittsburg. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8S. Navy, regarding 
affairs in the Cumberland River. 


U.S. S. Mooss, 
Smithland, Ky., February 14, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to enclose herein a report from Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant H. A. Glassford, in regard to the progress at 
| Big] South Fork. 

The boats will now probably be down in one week, as we may 
look for a rise in that time. I presume the army now at South Gap 
will have rations enough for some time, as I understand there were 
rations for one hundred days sent up in the last fleet. 


— 


* See preceding report, 
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I know but little of the situation of affairs at Knoxville, but am 
afraid we will meet with some reverses, as from every appearance it 
is undoubtedly the effort of the enemy to again get into Kentucky. 
I have, therefore, in consideration of what may transpire, and after 
hearing your instructions, thought of the following programme: | 

First, to push forward the construction of the boats at Bridgeport, 
arm and equip them as soon as possible, so as to be ready for high 
water. 

Second, to hold two boats in readiness on this river to take another 
supply to the forces at South Gap; for, if this fails, they will be 
forced to retreat, as I understand this is the only way at present of 
supplying that point. If they do retreat it will be a total defeat. to us. 

Third, to keep this river well patrolled from Nashville down and 
as far up as possible. 

Fourth, while the boats at Bridgeport are being completed, to 
make a hasty trip to the Kanawha, settle up affairs at Cincinnati, 
and recruit as many men along the Ohio as possible, and then re- 
turn to Nashville, arm and equip the Bridgeport boats, and get them 
into service. 

Then, to wait patiently for what may turn up. The enemy’s move- 
ments within the next two or three months will decide us as to 
whether it will be necessary to guard the Ohio or not. At the pres- 
ent time I do not think it advisable to send a boat out of this river 
to remain any length of time up the Kanawha, but as you have de- 
cided to give me another boat for that region, to have her equipped 
and sent up as soon as you can conveniently get one. 

For that part of the river we will need a very light boat, though 
with good power, and one that handles well. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le Roy Fircu, 
Laeutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting list of 
vessels of his command, with commanding officers and stations, 
February 15, 1864. 


Mississipp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 20, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith semimonthly list of the 
vessels of this squadron, with their commanders and present stations. 
I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral, 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C, 
51246°—n w R—VOL 25—12——48 
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[ Enclosure. ] 
Vessel. Commander. Where stationed. 

AT LOSY Renin eeee cee eere Acting Ensign John C. Morong....-.----------- Donaldsonville. 
ZA Drala’ fee oe - nee = ee Acting Ensign Wm, Wagner........-.----------- airo. : 
Alexandria Acting Master D. P, Rosenmiller.-...--.------- Donaldsonvilla 
Avenger Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas. A. Wright.-.....- New Albany, Ind. 
Black Hawk. . .---| Lieut. Commander K. R. Breese........-------- Cairo. 
(Bentonaer sone see cee Lieut. Commander James A. Greer... ----- --| Natchez. 
Brilliant Acting Volunteer Lieut. Chas, G. Perkins. ......| Tennessee River. 
Brow. tose 2s2 sees ee Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. A. French....,------ Below. 
Chillicothe 3. <-e pa -ene Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. P. Couthouy.!....-- Fort Adams. 
Choctaw. os.2 22-2. = secs Lieut. Commander F. M. Ramsay.......--.---- Red River. 
Carondeletsed so. 2525-2 Lieut. Commander John G. Mitchell.......-..-.- Skipwith’s Landing. 
@onestoga---- 22-4. 74--8- Lieut. Commander Thos. O. Selfridge-.......--- Red River. 
CLICK Obs. Geers taaeee Acting Master H. H:.Gorringe.-:.222--*-:----~- 0. 
Covington). 5 72-5 3- eae Acting Volunteer Lieut. Geo. P. Lord...-..-.-.-.- Below Memphis. 
ClaraDolsen. 222-2 --2--- Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Scott........-..-- Cairo. 
Champion Aeting Mastery (Phelpsa- soo. s--e-roeee ae =e ee Red River. 

Wale We. Acting Bnsign He 7 O7 New yr cr seme ae Cairo. 
Eastport Lieut. Commander S. L. Phelps..-..--.--- --| Helena. 
EXCHAane6o a. 2s ee cae ae Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. S. Hurd .-| Yazoo River. 
BSSOXEL GL eee soles es Je Commander Robt. Townsend........-.--------- Donaldsonville. 
Horest Rose-.<5.-e =. <= Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. V. Johnston......-.- Cole’s Creek. 
Rain DIAN te teste ease ae Acting Master G. J. Groves... 2-2 22.-..-.:5----- Tennessee River. 
MAW sascce aa alae oo ot Acting Master John R. Grace.......-.......-..- Arkansas River. 


Fort Hindman -.--.-.-.- 
Géneral Price... - 3-22 
General Bragg........-. 
Great Western.......... 
General Lyon..........- 
General Pillow.......... 
Garelle..ctitz..n-t acces 


Juliet 
PRC VANV CStSaatee | metctercielg © 
Kenwood 
Lafayette 
Louisville 


Morinora. <2 ¢s sue sae 


HUOMCO6 stew cose acon 


Signal 
StGlaw... ness sz2-ee 


SAIN PROT See oe ae 


Victory 


ae Acting Master Jeremiah Irwin 


Acting Volunteer Lieut. John Pearce........-.-- 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. F. Richardson. ...... 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. C. Dominy.-........--- 
Acting Master Thomas Bates.............-----.- 
Piloteh. We Birches sssees shee ace Se eee ee 
Acting Ensign F. W. Halsted 
Acting Master Chas, Thatcher 
Acting Master Elijah Sells... .....-s.--- <=. sss=- 


Acting Master. JnGie Waberscc a2 scarce 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. E. M. King.........-.. 
Acting Master John Swaney........---.-...--.-- 
Lieut. Commander J.P. Foster... -5...2- «en. - 
Lieut. Commander E. K. 
Lieut. Geo. Ma Bache: saea< scsi ae ae one ts 
Acting Master Thomas M. Farrell............... 
Acting Master. Be A Oliver soa ca ce eee ee pn! 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. A. R. Langthorne....-. 
Acting Master Thomas Gibson........-........- 
Lieut. Commander LeRoy Fitch................ 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jas. Marshall..........- 
Pilot A.M. Grant... 2-2-5. : 

Acting Master John Rogers 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Sam]. Howard.......-. 
Acting Master Thomas Wright.......--..-..-... 
Lieut. Commander Byron Wilson. .........-..-- 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Wm. R. Hoel........-. 
Acting Master Thomas McElroy.........-...-... 
Acting Ensign J. W.. Chambers...:-....-<.....-- 
Acting Master A. PF. Thompson...............-. 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Thos. E. Smith........ 


Acting Master Thomas Baldwin................ 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. James Laning. - - 
Acting Lieut. W. R. Wells:-. = 222. ince 
Acting Ensign Lloyd Thomas.................-- 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. H. A. Glassford........ 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. Edwd. Morgan... ....- 
Acting Master Joseph Watson...........:....... 
Acting Volunteer Lieut. T. B. Gregory 
Acting Master J.C. Coyle... uo cce cece else 
Acting Master Wm. Ferguson 
Acting Ensign JM. Holmes. oye. spew ses eeeee 
Lieut. Commander James W. Shirk. 


Acting Volunteer Lieut. Jason Goudy.. 
Acting Ensign E. C. Van Pelt 
Acting Ensign Fredk. Read 


Ellis Cliffs. 
Red River. 
D 


0. 
Goodrich’s Landing. 
Below. 

Powder boat. 
Dispatch vessel. 
Receiving vessel Cincinnati. 
On the ways. 
Natchez. 

Red River. 
Cumberland. 

eeree Sara. 

Below Port Gibson. 
Greenville. 

Red River. 

Yazoo River. 

Red River. 
Carthage. 

Yazoo River. 
Tennessee River. 
Fort Pillow. 

Cairo. 

Arkansas. 

Below Red River. 
Red River. 


0. 
Cairo—bound to Red River. 
Grand Gulf. 

Yazoo River. 


0. 
Cumberland. 
D 


0. 
Memphis. 
Yazoo River. 
Cole’s Creek. 
Cairo, repairing. 
Cumberland. 
Above Nashville. 
Morganza. 
Tennessee River. 
Baton Rouge. 
Tennessee River. 
Island No. 10. 
Skipwith’s Landing. 
Laid up. 
White River. 
Cumberland River. 
Cairo. 
Tennessee River. 
New Albany. 
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Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. 8, Navy, to Lieutenant- 
Commander Wilson, U.S. Navy, to proceed to Waterproof, La. 


U.S. S. Rarrier, 
Off Hurricane Island, February 15, 1864. 
Sir: If it does not conflict with your orders from Admiral Porter, 
you will proceed to Waterproof, La., at which point there is a large 
force of rebels. Captain Johnston, of the Forest Rose, will inform 
you of the state of affairs. 
When you are satisfied that your services are not required at that 
point, you will go to Natchez, coal, and return to this place. 
Allow as little communication as possible between your crew and 
that of any other vessel. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lientenant-Commander, 
Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. River. 


Lieutenant-Commander Brron Wison, 
U.S. S. Ouachita. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, commanding 
expedition in the Yazoo River, of arrival at Greenwood, Miss. 


U.S. S. Marmora, 
Off Greenwood, Miss., February 15, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the expedition at 
this place on last evening. We met with no opposition excepting 
a smart skirmish at the edge of the woods, a mile back of this place, 
between the rebel cavalry under Forrest and our own under Colonel 
[E. D.] Osband. We had 2 wounded. The enemy has fallen back to 
Grenada and are fortifying that place. If the way is tolerably clear, 
and the force not too heavy, our cavalry force (250) and a portion 
of the infantry (500) will go out in the morning. If we find the 
enemy too strong, we will go down the river, as the Tallahatchie and 
Yalobusha are entirely too low to ascend. This river is also falling 
rapidly, with only 8 feet in the channel above Honey Island. I shall 
take good care that no boats shall get caught. The Star of the West 
is still in the channel in the Tallahatchie, with her wheels and upper 
works out. Fort Pemberton is entirely destroyed, as also all the 
cotton out of which it was built. We have succeeded so far in gather- 
ing about 450 bales of cotton, of which 80 are on the gunboats and 
the rest on the transports. Fifty-three bales are all of the C. S. A. 
that have been captured, though but very little, if any, is marked 
at all. 

When we leave here it will be to go up the Little Tchula, as far 
as the town of that name, then we go down the river, fill up with 
coal and ascend the Sunflower. I am happy to say, with the excep- 
tion on board the Hxchange, the navy has conducted itself with the 
propriety you desire. The army has not been able to hold out with 
like fortitude, chickens, etc., suffering, though no private household 
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goods or horses have been touched. Not a single fire has occurred. 
If the fleet gets short of provisions, I will send to Vicksburg for 
some. There has been no Union sentiment of any moment or value 
expressed since our advent into these waters. On the Sunflower, how- 
ever, we have reason to believe it is prominent. This place is an in- 
significant place, containing about 40 houses of all kinds and entirely 
of frame buildings. The inhabitants have mostly fled, leaving a few 
poor Irish. It is a rendezvous for drygoods merchants, who obtain 
large supplies from Memphis via Friar’s Point. We have met with 
no young men as yet, all having been forced into the army. The 
last military order of the rebels is to remove or shoot all the negroes 
between the ages of 45 and 16. Some few negroes have already been 
shot by the rebel scouts. 

I have been up the Tallahatchie as far as where the Star of the 
West is sunk, which is directly opposite the fort (Pemberton). At 
the mouth of the Yalobusha the #d /. Gay is sunk, the decks being 
just above water. About 1 mile below, the Avcadia is sunk, with her 
upper works out, and nearly filling the river at this stage of water. 
We found great difficulty in turning and coming down, the lght 
upper works suffering to some extent. 

The rebel steamer Sharp was burned a few days ago in the Yalo- 
busha to prevent her falling into our hands. As the river is falling 
quite rapidly and with thirteen boats in the fleet, I think I shall 
drop down below the bars. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. K. Own, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Fifth District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, regarding ironclads, 
an response to request from the Department to furnish information 
for Congress. 


MisstssrPpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 16, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have made a visit to Cin- 
cinnati to examine the ironclads there and see what prospect there 
was of getting some of these vessels into immediate service. 

Admiral Farragut appears anxious to have some of them to assist 
in his operations against Mobile and other places, and as far as I 
am able it would afford me much pleasure to serve him by sending 
any vessel he may desire from this squadron. I regret to say, how- 
ever, that our vessels now afloat are all smooth-water craft, and 
would only bring discredit on the Navy if they went to any place 
where they would encounter rough weather. In a seaway they would 
not ride at their anchors twenty minutes in an ordinary gale, but 
would go down much quicker than the Weehawken did. It is much 
to be regretted that the boats at Cincinnati are not finished, as I 
am certain they would accomplish all that can be done by monitors. 
No complaint, however, can be justly made against the contractors 
for want of activity in the performance of the work on these boats, 
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When I visited Cincinnati a little over a year ago, no preparations 
were then made to commence these vessels. Now they are in a fair 
way of being completed, and I think can all be put in the water and 
ready to operate against an enemy by the first of June. 

When the Government does get these boats, they may rest assured 
of receiving as good monitor-built vessels as have yet been contracted 
for, for, though I have not seen many to which I can compare them, 
I am glad to say that in workmanship, model, and probably in speed, 
these vessels will be equal if not superior to any monitors yet built, 
at least of those that I have seen. I can only draw comparison be- 
tween these and the first Ericsson Monitor, which I was sent by order 
of the Department to examine. I remember pronouncing that vessel 
a perfect success, and capable of defeating anything that then floated. 
I was looked upon at that time as something of an enthusiast, as my 
opinions were widely at variance with those of some scientific gentle- 
men. The results have justified me in forming a high estimate of 
the monitor principle, and I was pleased to see that on our Western 
waters we can build them as well, if not better, than in the work- 
shops of the North. No better proof is wanted of the ability of the 
West to supply all demands of the Government for ironclad vessels 
than is given in those building at Cincinnati. 

The work is perfect in every respect, and put together so well 
that it may be compared to joiner’s work. The hulls are as strong as 
can possibly be desired, the speed will be good, and the only fault 
in the vessel—if they have any—is the overhang aft, which is of no 
consequence in a smooth sea, but must be injurious when the monitors 
have to go from port to port. 

The nearest to completion of these monitors is one of those in the 
Greenwood building; she can be launched in a month, and I am of 
opinion, when finished, could commence at Cairo and, going down 
the river, could destroy every vessel we have on these waters unless 
they took advantage of their greater speed and ran away. The 
heaviest and best vessel we have—the Benton—would stand a poor 
chance against the monitor alluded to. If she failed to sink the 
Benton with shot, she could surely do it with her beak or ram, which 
is not the least formidable thing about her. This is saying a great 
deal, for the Benton is a very formidable vessel, and since she has 
been under my command has been struck 130 times in the hull with- 
out any apparent damage. Three of the monitors at Cincinnati are 
on the improved Ericsson plan, while the two light-drafts building 
at the Hamilton Works are to be submerged when going into action. 
T do not like that as well as the Ericsson model, as there is more 
machinery about them than is desirable—simplicity of arrangement 
being the object to be aimed at in vessels of war. The plan of these 
latter-mentioned vessels is a good one, provided their armor and 
backing is strong enough to stand heavy shot, which I think will be 
the case if they only encounter the ordinary rifle projectile. 

From information received from the different officers I have sent 
on duty at various*times tp the points where these iron vessels are 
building, the same favorable report is made of their efficiency and 
the good work that is being put on them, and in six months we will 
have a fleet of vessels that will keep this river against the fleets of 
the world, and be enabled to carry the war into the enemy’s quarters, 
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where there is not anything like an equality in guns. I think too 
much has been expected of monitors heretofore, and the fact that 
two or three of them were not able to overcome obstacles formidable 
enough to keep out a large fleet of three-deckers, has, in a measure, 
weakened the confidence of the public (who generally know little or 
nothing about such matters) in them. 

But the monitors, for harbor defense, are just as valuable as they 
were on the day when the first one drove the leviathan Merrimack 
back to her hole and saved the honor of the nation. I am sure that 
monitors would have done much better on this river than the old 
Pook gunboats did, which were built for temporary purposes only, or 
until monitors could take their places. Earthworks on elevated 
positions are difficult to silence, it is true, except by a concentrated 
fire of many guns, and monitors are not well provided in numbers. 
No vessels have been more successful than the Mississippi gunboats, 
whenever they have been called on to attack such works. Still they 
were very deficient in one respect, as they were very vulnerable, suf- 
fered a good deal, and proved that in the end the monitor principle, 
from its invulnerability, was the only thing that could be safely de- 
pended on. For this reason I often wished that I had been provided 
with one good monitor, with which at certain times I could have ac- 
complished more than with a fleet of such boats as we have here. 

A new boat, the Ozark, has just arrived here. As far as her tur- 
ret is concerned, she is all right, but her hull is too high out of water, 
and she lacks speed ; she can only be considered one of the temporary 
vessels, and will be valuable only under an ordinary fort. 

The two light-draft monitors, Osage and Neosho, do very well for 
light work, but are not at all suitable for rough weather or heavy 
service, and I would not recommend the building of any more ves- 
sels of this kind; a more uncomfortable class of vessels it is not pos- 
sible to think of; they are perfectly killing to officers and men. The 
work on them is not as good as that done at Cincinnati and Pitts- 
burg, but it is quite creditable for first attempts. 

If it is the intention of the Government to build any more moni- 
tors, or indeed iron vessels of peculiar construction, I would beg 
leave to recommend that a fair portion of patronage be given to the 
Western foundries. I believe the work will be done cheaper and 
better than it can be done elsewhere. Vessels of any size can be 
built in any part of these rivers. 

The senseless cry about the want of water, here or there, should 
not be taken into consideration for a moment, for at low water, the 
whole Mississippi is a chain of sand bars, and no place then possesses 
any advantage over another. There is less water below Cairo than 
there is at Cairo and neighborhood, and at dead low water, a boat 
drawing 6 feet can not get above Helena, while for eight months in 
the year a vessel drawing 10 feet could traverse nearly the whole 
length of the river. It matters little, then, what point on the river 
is occupied as a building point; proper encouragement on the part 
of the Government would cause workshops to spring up in all diree- 
tions, and Government would have vessels built by private enterprise 
cheaper than could be built at Government works out here, which, 
in this region, would cost large outlays before they would be ready 
to build a steamer, 
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It is astonishing how little these Western manufacturers require to 
commence operations with; and while the Government officials would 
be laying out the yard to work in, they would have the vessel built. 

I do not know that any useful information can be gained by a his- 
tory of the ironclads used on this river, for I presume and hope that 
there is no intention of building any more vessels of that class; they 
were temporary expedients, and they have done their work well. I 
do not think it desirable, however, that any more should be built. 
No vessels have done harder fighting anywhere; they have averaged 
21 hours each under fire since they were first built and put in com- 
mission. Some of them have been sunk, and others badly cut up; but 
they have seldom failed to achieve their object, and have opened or 
helped to open, over 3,600 miles of river, once in the hands of the 
enemy. Had they been monitors they would have accomplished their 
work in much less time, as there was never sufficient confidence in 
their ability to stand shot, except when opposed to a fort, bow on, in 
which case I know of no failure on their part to silence a battery, 
though they could not always take possession. Had they been moni- 
tors, many things would have been undertaken that were deemed too 
hazardous in semiwooden vessels, and many forts would have been 
captured, or attacked successfully, that were deemed impregnable 
against anything but monitors. I can say, however, that no back- 
wardness was ever shown by the commanders of the temporary gun- 
boats in attacking any fort that was erected on the river, with more or 
less success, and the reason why more casualties did not occur on 
poard the vessels was owing to their fighting bow on, and presenting 
their strongest part. These vessels have a wood backing on their 
bow of 24 inches of oak, which is covered with 3 inches of iron. I 
know of no instance where the iron on the bow was perforated. Some 
of the plates were cracked and badly indented, but were always 
serviceable afterwards, and it was seldom thought necessary to re- 
pair them. 

In connection with this matter, I beg leave to say that, from my 
observation, the resistance of iron depends more on the wooden back- 
ing than on the thickness of iron—that is, 2 inches of iron on 36 
inches of oak—will resist more than 3 inches of iron on 15 inches of 
oak. I have, moreover, noticed that where there is a backing of 
wood, covered with 3-inch iron, and that iron with wood again, the 
resistance of the latter will prevent balls of heavy size from entering 
the iron. In fact, it is hardly indented. This was particularly 
demonstrated in the passage of the fleet past Vicksburg, when it was 
necessary to take every precaution to insure success and prevent in- 
jury to the steamers. Heavy logs 20 inches in diameter were hung 
perpendicularly on the sides of the vessels, close together, and so 
secured that no shot could strike the side without passing through 
the logs. Bales of hay were also packed over the decks and sterns in 
sufficient thickness (it was supposed), to prevent the passage of any 
shot. Suffice it to say, that the pressed hay was no protection what- 
ever against shot or shell. They passed through four or five bales 
and very much endangered the vessels by setting the hay on fire. 
Whenever the projectiles of the enemy struck the logs, they did no 
further damage; they would pass through the logs, strike the iron 
without leaving more than an indentation and glance off. Many in- 
stances of narrow escapes could be mentioned where the vessels were 
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caved by the intervention of the wood, and in no instance were the 
vessels damaged where the logs were properly placed. The incidents 
of that night, the passage of the Vicksburg batteries, suggested to 
me the idea of first having a heavy backing of wood, then a layer of 
iron, and then a covering of wood over the iron, which will, I am 
convinced, make a vessel perfectly shot-proof. I notice that the idea 
is not an original one, but has been discovered and recommended by 
several persons. There are two vessels in this squadron, the La- 
fayette and Choctaw, which give proof of the value of heavy backing 
to iron. These vessels were built with heavy frames covered on the 
cutside with gutta-percha, and then with a light thickness of iron. 
Whenever these vessels have been struck on the iron, where the wood. 
backing was heavy, they resisted the shot of heaviest caliber, but 
where the backing was light, shot went in at one side, and out at the 
other. The defense of gutta-percha was not of the slightest use; on 
the contrary, it was a detriment, and aided very much in destroying 
the vessels by rot. It is so much extra weight that the vessels have 
to carry without deriving the slightest benefit from it. The money 
that built the Lafayette and Choctaw would have built three moni- 
tors of such a model, that one monitor would have destroyed both of 
the first. I would here state that these two vessels will only be serv- 
iceable for a short time, as they are already showing signs of weak- 
ness. They are not very serviceable, have not speed enough, and are 
too unwieldly for rams, and in some parts are very vulnerable. They 
have, however, fine machinery, and when they wear out it can be 
fitted to better hulls. I consider these vessels only as temporary ex- 
pedients, to give way to the monitor class when there is a sufficient 
number built. 

Another class of vessels in this squadron deserves mention, as 
showing the different expedients resorted to to open and defend the 
Mississippi River. I allude to the Tuscumbia, Chillicothe, and In- 
dianola. Two of these have been tried under batteries, and the 
Indianola in battle against vessels, and have shown that the monitor 
principle only was the right one. Their turrets were in no instance 
found impenetrable to the heavy rifled shot, and, besides, they were 
soon damaged in their wheels, which afforded fine targets for the 
enemy to fire at. Still, two of these vessels remained under fire as 
long as any monitors have been known to remain at one time, and 
if they did not come up to the monitors in invulnerability, they ac- 
complished all that was required at the time, viz, the capture of the 
enemy’s stronghold. The builders never claimed that they should 
be considered more than temporary expedients with which to harass 
the enemy, and taken in that sense they certainly may be considered 
very good vessels, and have fairly repaid all the money spent on 
them, taking into consideration the work they have done. — f 

As to aPPL OES of any of the above-mentioned styles of gunboat 
as part of a permanent system of national defense to be adopted in 
this country, that I can not do. Any professional man who will lay 
aside his prejudices, caused by the discomforts incident to the moni- 
tors, must admit that, as a harbor defense, they are the best and only 
vessels to be built, and I hope we shall see every harbor in the United 
States, where there is a chance of an enemy penetrating, supplied 
with two or three of these floating batteries. © és 
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Tf they have not been able to penetrate the harbor of Charleston, 
where ay guns to one were opposed to them, and where they had 
to contend with obstructions plibed in their way, impossible to be 
removed, it in no way detracts from their well-earned reputation for 
efficiency. They have done at Charleston what no other vessels ever 
built could possibly have accomplished, and though the army as 
usual (when combined operations were carried on) has monopolized 
all the honors, it is a very certain fact that the monitors held their 
own as no other vessels could have done, and under their shelter the 
army was enabled to perform their work successfully. 

I hope, sir, you will excuse the unreasonable length of this com- 
munication on the subject of monitors, but I know their value when 
properly used, have felt the want of them so much at times that I 
would have exchanged several, even of the best of my vessels, for one 
of them properly fitted. 

I have seen a whole army kept at bay for the want of one of these 
little shot-proofs, and have now and then been tempted to do foolish 
things in hopes of accomplishing what I deemed impracticable. The 
Cincinnati was sunk when my own judgment told me it was wrong 
to place her where I was called upon to order her to. With a single 
monitor, results would have been very different, and on that day, 
instead of having a vessel sunk, the right wing of our army would 
have gained a position commanding the most important works in and 
about Vicksburg. Vulnerable as this vessel was, it would not have 
done for the navy to hesitate when the army thought there was a 
prospect of success. 

In conclusion, sir, permit me to express the hope that the West 
may be converted into a large workshop for the building of future 
monitors of all sizes. I know of no part of the Union where the 
work can be done quicker or better. 

T have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Ginron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Nasuvitir, February 16, 1864. 
The following dispatch is just received from General Dodge: 
PuLaAskKi, February 16, 1864. 
There is a steamboat running on Tennessee River trading in cotton, paying 
salt, sugar, coffee, and gold. It runs to Eastport and Waterloo. On the boat 
is a relative of General Roddey’s, and the boat has his permission. The points 
it runs to are all in rebel lines. 
G. M. Dopee, 
Brigadier-General. 


General J. A. RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff. 
U. S. Grant, 


Major-General. 


Admiral D, D. Porter, 
Mound City. 
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[Telegram. ] 


Sr. Lours, [Mo.], February 16, 1564. 


Can we depend on a convoy up Arkansas to Little Rock and Fort 
Smith, [Ark.], when there is a rise? It is reported the gunboats are 
unloading to go up, as the river is so uncertain. Boats have been 
waiting convoys, it is said, for a long time. 

Lewis B. Parsons, 
Colonel, Chief Quartermaster. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mound City, \Lll.]. 


[Telegram. ] 


Mownp Crry, February 16, 1864. 
There is no chance of getting up Arkansas just yet; the water is 
too low; the gunboats have orders to convoy the moment the river 
rises and are waiting there for that purpose. 


Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Colonel L. B. Parsons, 
Chief Quartermaster. 


Letter from the quartermaster at St. Louis to Rear-Admiral Porter, 
U. S. Navy, transmitting letter from quartermaster at Little 
Rock, Ark. 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT, 
OrricE oF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 
St. Louis, February 16, 1864. 
Apmirau: I enclose copy of letter from Captain B. O. Carr, chief 
quartermaster, Little Rock, Ark., also copy of dispatch. I know 
nothing of the matter beyond these statements, except that Captain 
Lewis reported to me that he had had several boats loaded and 
waiting for some weeks to go up the Arkansas. If it is deemed by 
your officers impracticable or injudicious to go up the Arkansas, 
owing to the danger of being caught by a fall of the river, I think 
the best way would be to depend upon White River and the railroad. 
IT am not familiar with the condition of the Arkansas, and would 
be glad to have your views. 
I am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Lewis B. Parsons, 
Colonel and Chief Quartermaster of W. R. Transportation. 
Rear-Admiral Porter, 
Comdg. Mississippi Squadron, Mound City or Cairo. 


{Enclosure—Telegram. ] 
Lirrte Roc, February 13, 1864. 


The water on the highest bars below here is about 3 feet and fall- 
; ; ais 
ing. There has been up to this time, for about 3 weeks, a good stage 
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of water, varying from 9 to 4 feet in the channel, but so far the 
navy have declined trying to come up. At least three fleets could 
have come here and returned. The great trouble in getting corn in 
the country is that I have not boats enough to bring it to this place. 
I have about 250,000 bushels contracted for and have about 50,000 
bushels delivered on the bank. Boats have been promised, but they 
have not yet been able to get convoyed up. 
B. O. Carr, 
Captain and Acting Quartermaster. 
Colonel Wu. Myers, 
Chief Quartermaster. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report 
regarding operations in Yazoo River in cooperation with army 
expedition to Meridian, Miss., February 2-5, 1864. 


No. 42.] Misstssrppr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 17, 1864. 

Str: Enclosed I send you a report of Lieutenant-Commander 
Owen in relation to an expedition I sent up Yazoo River to co- 
eperate with General Sherman (who is marching on Meridian) and 
to confuse the enemy with regard to movements on foot. It appears 
the troops did not consider themselves strong enough to land and 
force the position. The vessels will work their way along cautiously 
until the water is high enough to send an ironclad or two. 

This move has had the effect of driving the guerrillas away from 
the Mississippi River, as they are fearful it is intended to cut 
them off. 

I don’t expect much from the expedition beyond diverting their 
attention. 

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admirdl. 
Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Enclosure.] 


U.S. S. Marmora, 
Four miles below Yazoo City, February 5, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the expedition at 
this place last evening. To-day has been spent in reconnoitering the 
enemy’s position, and so far have discovered a battery of two small 
guns situated in a valley seemingly perpendicularly to the river, and 
also a heavy force of infantry and cavalry behind a hill to the right 
of the battery and running parallel to the river. On the 2d we ar- 
rived at Satartia, and at 10 a. m. of the 3d we attacked the enemy 
at Liverpool, number about 2,700 men, under Ross, with two pieces 
of artillery. We silenced their guns, the army holding its position 
on the hills. At nightfall the troops reembarked, and we dropped 
down for the night. The casualties were: The Petrel struck four 
times without any serious damage; the other vessels, J/armora, La- 
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change, and Romeo receiving no damage of any consequence. The 
Exchange and Romeo were hit several times by sharpshooters. 

On the morning of the 4th we advanced for another attack, but 
found the enemy had gone, only leaving a small force of about 200 
sharpshooters to annoy us and the transports in passing. 

The wheelhouses of the sunken steamer /vy are above water, 
directly opposite Liverpool, and in the narrowest part of the river. 
To the right of her, however, there is plenty of water. The river is 
high and rising. I forgot to mention the land forces lost 8 killed 
and 22 wounded in the attack of the 3d. We understand that there 
are about 8,000 men under Starke, Ross, and Loring at Yazoo City. 
Our spies and scouts have failed to return. To-morrow will prob- 
ably develop the strength of the enemy. I am happy to say that 
Colonel Coates, commanding the land forces, and myself, get along 
together very well, nor have any of the crews of the vessels touched 
any property of any description without sanction of the owners and 
paying the full value in money. I issued stringent orders in relation 
to pillaging, etc. Captain Wilson, of the Ouachita, sent up a boat, 
the Lmma Boyd, with the mails for the vessels here. My mail was 
not received, and I suppose kept on the Zowzsville. I am short of 
ammunition, and have asked Captain Wilson to send me some from 
Natchez by a transport. The Hachange was struck twice out of 
four shots to-day in the first reconnoissance, but no one hurt. One 
shot struck within 2 feet of the boilers without doing any damage. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. K. Owen, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Fifth District. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Portrr, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


[ Telegram. ] 


St. Louis, February 17, 1864. 

Do you think it would be safe for transports to navigate White 
River as far as Devall’s Bluff without a convoy, each boat taking a 
small guard ? 

Lewis B. Parsons, 
Colonel and Chief Quartermaster Western River Transportation. 
Rear-Admiral Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City or Cairo. 


[ Telegram. ] 


Mounp Crry, February 17, 1864. 
Not with a small guard, but there are plenty of vessels to convoy in 
White River, or patrol the same, as in Teunessee. 
Davw D. Porter. 
Rear-Admiral. 
Colonel L. B. Parsons, 
Chief Quartermaster. 
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Pattison, U. S. Navy, regarding 
repairs to vessels and information relative to Confederate batteries 
in Red River. 


U.S. Navau Station, 
Memphis, Tenn., February 17, 1864. 
Str: Since my last report the U. S. S. Queen City has arrived at 
this station for repairs, and is now undergoing the necessary repairs 
upon her boilers and machinery. 
The boxing of the machinery selected by Mr. Faulkner is com- 
es and is now being put on board the Volunteer for shipment to 
airo. 
The work upon the roof of the U. S. naval hospital is finished. 
There is now on hand at this station about 20,000 bushels of coal. 
Two seamen who were captured with the U. S. S. Harriet Lane 
have escaped, and succeeded in reaching this place. They pretend to 
have valuable information respecting batteries, etc., on Red River. 
I have sent them up to you by the Volunteer. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. Parrison, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Naval Station. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, Ill. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, regarding the 
operations of the steamer S. C. Baker in Tennessee River. 


U. S. S. Peosra, 
Clifton, Tenn., February 17, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 16th instant, relative to a steamboat trading in cotton on the 
Tennessee River, and enclosing a copy of a telegram from Brigadier- 
General Dodge to Major-General U. S. Grant. 

The steamboat referred to is the S. C. Baker, owned by Halliday 
Brothers, of Cairo, and William H. Cherry & Co., of Memphis. 
These gentlemen had proper permits to purchase cotton in the coun- 
ties bordering on the river, in the States of Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, from the supervising agents of the Treasury. 

The supplies that the S. C. Baker took up the river were all dis- 
tributed under the personal supervision of a Treasury agent. Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Jason Goudy, commanding the U. S. S. 
Tawah, convoyed the Baker, and his orders from me were to see that 
no supplies were put on shore where they could fall into the hands 
of rebels. This he did do. , 

The papers of the Baker and the permits for family supplies were 
all correct, and in accordance with the requisitions of the Treasury 
Department for “ commercial intercourse with, and in, States declared 
in insurrection,” and the general orders of the War and Navy De- 
partments, annexed thereto, direct, that “all officers of the Army or 
Navy should not permit, prohibit, or in any manner interfere with 
any trade or transportation conducted under the regulations of the 
Secretary of the Treasury.” 
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The officers commanding convoys in this river are attentive in a 
high degree to their duty, and I know that they would not permit 
any violation of any order or regulation of the Government. 

The Baker is now in the river again with supplies permitted by 
the collector of customs in Paducah, Ky., and was cleared for Flor- 
ence, Ala. She is now at Craven’s Landing, about 10 miles below 
Savannah. I have directed Acting Volunteer Lieutenant E. M. 
King, commanding U. S. 8. Hey West, who is convoying her, not to 
go any farther up the river, to seize her if any relative of General 
Roddey is on board, or if anyone on board has a permit to trade 
given by General Roddey, and to take her to Cairo. 

Supplies were permitted by General Sherman to be sent up the 
river, partly upon my representation of the extreme necessity of the 
families living on the bank of the river, many of whom I know to 
have been loyal to the Government at times when Union men were 
hunted like wild beasts. 

T shall do all in my power to prevent supphes of any kind from 
falling into the hands of rebels. 

I have certain information that the rebel Roddey has gone with 
his command into the State of Georgia. There may be a few strag- 
glers from his force on the west or southern side of the Tennessee 
River, but I believe that there are no rebels in arms near the places 
the Baker has been trading. I have directed Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant Commanding King to afford the S. C. Baker every fa- 
cility in buying cotton on the lower part of the river, provided he 
finds her to be all right. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James W. SHIRE, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 7th Dist. Mississippi Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 
Commanding U. S. Mississippi Squadron, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Mound City, Jil. 


[Telegram. ] 
Catro, February 17, 1864. 
The Rodolph will go to Mound City this evening to take her bat- 
tery on board. 
A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrerr, 
Mound City. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gregory, U. S. Navy, of 
arrival at New Orleans and sinking of steamer Hope. 


On Boarp U. S. S. Sr. Crarr, 
New Orleans, February 17, 1864. 
Str: With hard labor and perseverance I arrived here at about 
8 a, m., the wind strong a little up the river and on the city shore. 
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T have not chain enough to let go an anchor in this high water, and 
in landing I got into the eddy, and, being thus driven by the wind 
and tide, I accidentally touched the Hope. It started a butt and 
the boat sunk before any assistance could be rendered after it was 
known that it was damaged. 
I will write you again to-morrow. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. B. Grecory, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 
Captain Rosperr Townsenp, 
Commanding First District Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Gregory, U. S. Navy, re- 
garding sinking of steamer Hope off New Orleans. 


On Boarp U.S. S. St. Crair, 
New Orleans, La., February 18, 1864. 

Sir: As per my letter of yesterday, you will see that I am unfor- 
tunately detained. 

Commodore Palmer required me to report on board the flagship 
this morning at 9: 30 0’clock. He requires me to raise the Hope, which 
I think I can do; but he told me that he would check the damagés 
against my pay, which, if he does, I will be obliged to ask, with 
all deference, a court of enquiry, feeling as I do that I would be able 
to defend myself against any imputation of want of attention on my 
part. The witnesses in the protest say she (the S¢. Clair) was ap- 
parently swinging round by the force of a strong wind. They un- 
loaded the barge to-day, but they broke one of her beams. I have 
her here now and some of our lines under the Hope, and will try her 
as soon as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. B. Grecory, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, U.S. Navy. 


Captain Rogerr Townsenp, 
Commanding First District Mississippi Squadron. 
P. S., 19th.—I will be ready by 12 o’clock m. to try my strength on 


the Hope. 
Yours, etc., ee Dare 


> [Telegram. ] 


Cincinnati, February 19, 1864. 
Boats will be detained on account of ice. Shall I send recruits by 
rail? 
KE. SEuxs, 
Acting Master, U. S. Navy. 
Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Mound City. 
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Cincinnati, February 20, 1864. 


Work suspended on boats on account cold; resumed to-day. Thirty 
recruits. Will send draft by rail Monday. 
E. SELLS, 


Acting Master, Commanding. 
Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Mound City. 


[Telegram. ] 


Sr. Louis, February 20, 1864. 
Please telegraph me at what time transport to carry General Sher- 
man’s troops to cooperate with you should be at Vicksburg. 
R. Macreey, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence. 
Admiral D. D. Porrrr, 
Mound City. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, regarding 
reported speculation in cotton by Army officers in the Tennessee 
Rueer. 

U2S. S. Prosra, 
Cairo, February 20, 1864. 

Sir: When I stopped at Clifton, Tenn., on my way up the Tennes- 
see River, on the evening of February 16, 1864, the commanding 
officer at that place, Major Murphy, of the (I think) Fifth Ten- 
nessee Cavalry, informed me that some of his captains owned cotton 
near the Tennessee River in the neighborhood of Florence and 
Waterloo, Ala. 

The impression left upon my mind by the conversation between us 
was that some of his officers were taking advantage of their position 
and power to speculate in cotton, in direct violation of the laws of 
Congress and the General Order No. 88 of the War Department, 
issued March 31, 1863. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
James W. Surirx, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Seventh District. 

Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding U.S. Mississippi Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


; Cincinnati, Onto, February 20, 1864. 
Oricket will leave Wednesday morning with 30 recruits sure. 


: JosePH Brown, 
Admiral D. D. Porrnr. 
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, giving names of vessels 
interested in money deposited in Treasury to credit of the squadron. 


No. 45.] Mississippr SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 20, 1864. 

_ Str: I have the honor to enclose herewith prize list of the follow- 

ing vessels interested in the $59,943.42, deposited in the Treasury 

January 3, 1864, to the credit of this squadron, viz: 

U. S. S. Conestoga, 1 steamboat bell and 3,000 pounds of cotton, 
captured January 20, 1863; 16} bales of cotton March 7, 1863; 30 
bales of cotton and 1 sack of cotton, March 3, 1863. Half net pro- 
ceeds capture share, $4,178.51. 

U.S. 8S. Louisville captured cotton on the Steele’s Bayou and Deer 
Creek expedition, March, 1862. Capture share, $5,170.194. 

U. S. S. Marmora, 60 bales of cotton, captured April 12, 1863. 
Half net proceeds capture share, $4,624.43. 

U. S. S. Pittsburg, 50 bales of cotton, captured March 29, 1863. 
Half net proceeds capture share, $5,170.194. 

U.S. S. Signal, 32 bales of cotton, captured April 18, 1863. Half 
net proceeds capture share, $2,466.35. 

U. S. S. New Era. Two trunks and contents, 16 packages of 
quinine, captured on board the /. W. Knapp, and two trunks and 
contents, captured on steamer White Cloud, all on the 14th of Feb- 
ruary, 1863. Half net proceeds capture share, $524.314. 

U.S. S. Mound City, 50 bales of cotton, captured March 24, 1863, 
Half net proceeds capture share, $5,170.194. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Avip D. Porrsr, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting prize lists. 


MissIsstpPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 20, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose herewith prize lists of the follow- 
ing vessels: 
U. S. S. Conestoga, for capture of 60 bales of cotton and 5 hogs- 
heads of sugar, between December 1, 1863, and February 1, 1864. 
U.S. S. Cricket, for capture of 8 bales of cotton, January 24, 1864. 
U. S. S. Champion, for capture of steamer Volunteer, November 
26, 1863. 
eae; am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gmwron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 
51246°—n w R—VoL 25—12——49 
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Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8S. Navy, to the quartermaster 
at St. Louis, regarding navigation in the Arkansas River. 


MisstssipPI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Cairo, February 21, 1864. 


Smr: Your communication of 16th instant has been received, in 
relation to the navigation of Arkansas River. 

Captain Carr only shows his ignorance in making such a report. 
Captain Phelps has gone up the Arkansas; the Arkansas may be 
navigable above, but not below. Pilots and naval officers are the best 
judges of this. 

I don’t think it advisable ever to abandon the White River and 
railroad; it is the most certain way, and the Arkansas is very uncer- 
tain—an expedition might be defeated depending on it. You may 
depend, the officers of the gunboats will push up when it can possibly 
be done. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davin D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Captain L. B. Parson, 
Chief Quartermaster, St. Louis, Mo. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, transmitting 
information regarding contraband trade in cotton. 


U.S. S. Laraverts, February 21, 1864. 
Str: Enclosed you will find two letters from Thomas O. Selfridge, 
lheutenant-commander, which will give you an idea of the manner in 
which goods are sent into the Confederacy, however particular we 
may be in carrying out your orders and those of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 
The two men spoken of in these letters I will send to New Orleans 
with all the papers found on them at the time. 
I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comd. Second Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, 


Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
[Enclosures. ] 


U. 8. S. Congsroea, 
Morean Benn, February 18, 1864. 

Sir: I captured to-day two men, Joseph Graveline and Gabriel 
Gingras, whom I forward to you as prisoners of war; and also 33 
bales of cotton which they pretend to own. . 

You will see from the enclosed copies of papers found on their per- 
sons that they have not only taken goods into the rebel lines, but 
delivered them to rebel officers for the use of the army. 

That the cotton is Confederate turned over to these men at 25 cents 
per pound as payment for the goods delivered. 

They had also memoranda for a large amount of goods for officers, 
some copies of which I enclose. 
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They are therefore traitors and spies to their country and oath, 
and should be dealt with accordingly. 

Three rebel soldiers gave themselves up to me on condition that I 
would parole them, which I did. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SELrripcE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jas. P. Foster, 
Commanding Second District. 


U. S. S. Conestoga, 
Mississippi River, February 19, 1864. 

Sir: It becomes my duty to inform you that there is at present a 
large contraband trade going on with the rebel army under Walker 
through the agency of cotton buyers. 

These men obtain the goods at New Orleans or Baton Rouge, under 
the head of family supplies, when, if the barrels were inspected, 
they would be found to contain most everything else. 

They are landed at Waterloo, and on being hauled to Walker’s 
lines, he returns them cotton at 25 cents per pound to the amount of 
goods delivered. 

The cotton is mostly shipped from the vicinity of False [Fausse] 
River to New Orleans. 

I have captured 55 bales with Major-General Walker’s permit, 
and, from the amount I have seen pass, this is not probably a 
twentieth part of what has actually been traded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. O. SeLrriper, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Lieutenant Commander Jas. P. Fosrsr, 
Commanding 2d District Mississippi Squadron. 


Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U.S. Navy, to Brigadier- 
General McArthur, U. S. Army, giving information of contem- 
plated attacks by Confederates near Lake St. Joseph, Waterproof, 
and Vidalia, La. 

U.S. S. Benton, 


Off Natchez, February 21, 1564. 
Genersu: I have the honor to inform you that R. S. Thompson, 
one of your scouts, arrived at Waterproof this morning and reports 
that the rebels under General Polignac, viz, 2 regiments Texas 
cavalry, 2 regiments of infantry, and 6 pieces of artillery, are in the 
neighborhood of Lake St. Joseph, and contemplate making a raid on 
the camps opposite Vicksburg by a portion of the force under Harri- 
son, while the rest attack Waterproof and Vidalia. I send you this 
‘information, although I have been informed that it has been reported, 

but I desire that you certainly obtain it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


General McArruur, in 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Vicksburg, |Miss.]. 
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Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Brig- 
adver-General McArthur, U. S. Army, regarding reported outrages 
committed at Waterproof, La., by troops of his command. 


U.S. 8. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 21, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to inform you that Captain Johnston, com- 
manding U. S. S. Forest Rose, reports that the troops at Water- 
proof, La., under Captain [Jos. M.] Anderson, have been commit- 
ting many outrages, and have I understand even attempted rape. 
’ Captain Anderson’s command are in no discipline, as was shown at 
the recent attack upon that place, when men and officers ran down 
the bank and begged to be set across the river. Finding that Cap- 
tain Johnston would not listen to them, they were obliged to defend 
themselves. Had it not been for the gunboat, they would have been 
destroyed. I make this report, feeling that such is my duty. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


General McArruur, 
Commanding U.S. Forces, Vicksburg, Miss. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant Laning, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8S. 8. 
Rattler, regarding convoy duty. 

U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 21, 1864. 
Sir: You will get underway to-morrow morning at 4 o’clock and 
convoy the Champion No. 5 and New Champion, with their coal, 
until you meet a boat belonging to the Third District, when you will 
turn your convoy over to her and immediately return to this place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant James LANtIn«, 
; Commanding U.S. S. Rattler. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U.S. Navy, regarding the 
armament of Fort De Russy, and other information regarding 
affairs in Red River. 

U. S. S. Cxocraw, 
Off Mouth Red River, February 21, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have seen two letters 
written from Fort De Russy, the latest of which was written Janu- 
ary 24. In these the writer informs his father that on that day there 
were mounted in Fort De Russy 1 LX-inch gun, 1 64-pounder rifled, 

1 80-pounder rifled, and 3 24-pounders. He stated also that there 

was a raft in the river some few miles below Fort De Russy; that 
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the gunboats could not possibly take the fort, but that “if a land 
force gets in the rear of us, we (the rebels) will all receive a piece 
of paper called a parole.” From the tenor of these letters I should 
suppose the writer to be an officer. They were in the possession of 
two refugees from Shreveport, who left there about the 1st of Feb- 
ruary. They report that at that time there were at Shreveport three 
gunboats, the Missouri, the Webb, and the Cotton (formerly the 
Mary T), and that there was not water enough for them to get over 
the Falls. The refugees also report. that they saw two 32-pounders 
going in the direction of Alexandria, and were informed that they 
were for Fort De Russy. 

Three hundred seamen had arrived at Shreveport from Mobile to 
man the gunboats. Negroes report that the raft is now breaking up, 
in consequence of the backwater from the Mississippi. The water 
rose until there was 26 feet at the mouth of Old River. It is fall- 
ing again, and to-day there is only 23 feet. Scurry’s brigade is still 
about Simmesport and on Bayou de Glaise, and has pickets in 
Morgan Bend and abreast of us. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Frank M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. 3d Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral Davi D. Porrer, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Commander Townsend, U. S. Navy, acknowledging confi- 
dential orders in preparation for the Red River expedition. 


U. S. Tronciap Steamer Essex, 
Off Donaldsonville, La., February 21, 1864. 

Apmrrat: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cir- 
cular “to commanders who will join the expedition, etc.,” and to re- 
port that the #’ssex will be in readiness when you call for her services. 
You understand her condition; her history tells what it must be; yet 
I do not think it will militate against her fighting qualities. She 
has a first-rate battery, and—I trust I may unpretendingly say— 
officers and men who will make a good use of it. 

You direct us to be prepared with a full supply of ammunition, 
coal, and provisions. We have, I think, a sufficiency of ammuni- 
tion and provisions. There is plenty of coal here now, but I do not 
think it prudent or judicious to take on board more than_ 1,800 
bushels. Until recently, for eleven months out of twelve, the /’ssex’s 
bunkers were virtually empty. The preponderating weights at the 
extremities and the heavy wear and tear she has experienced have 
hogged her considerably. Since we have had a good supply of coal, 
I have kept the amidship bunkers filled, thus somewhat reducing the 
defect. But filling the forward bunkers would aggravate the evil. 
Besides, it would bring her nose too much down. We draw water 
enough forward, and when underway make water enough already. 
I think, admiral, that you will agree with me it is most judicious not 
to fill the forward bunkers. Should you think differently, we can 
fill up with coal at the mouth of Red River. 
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The expedition up Red River will keep the western bank of the 
Mississippi below well clear of rebels. I think the St. Clair and 
Argosy can take good care of the guerrillas that occasionally make a 
flying visit to the left bank. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rosert TowNsEnD, 
Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Rear-Admiral Davin D. Porter, U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Foster, U. S. Navy, commanding 
Second District, preparatory to expedition up Red River. 


U. S. S. Larayerre, 
February 21, 1864. 
Sir: By the 25th instant, all the ironclad boats of my district will 
be prepared to advance to any point to which they may be ordered, 
and the light clads will be ordered to take their places immediately 
before their leaving on your arrival. 
T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 
Jas. P. Foster, 
Lieut.-Commander, Comdg. 2d Dist. Miss. Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral Davm D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Sinking of the U. S. S. Linden in Arkasas River, February 22, 1864. 
Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy. 


MississtpP1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Vicksburg, February 26, 1864. 

Sir: On my arrival at White River I found that the Zinden had 
been sunk by running against a snag in the Arkansas River. 

I have opposed going up the river until high water, but the quar- 
termasters and officers commanding posts, who are generally very 
ignorant about the hydrography in these regions, made so many ap- 
plications for the provisions to be taken up the Arkansas, instead 
of up White River, that Lieutenant-Commander Phelps yielded to 
them. The result was the sinking of a transport full of stores by 
running on a snag, and the Linden was sunk on going to her 
assistance. 

The vessels could not get within 15 miles of Little Rock, and are 
now all stuck in the river, where they may be detained the rest of 
the season. 

The guns, stores, and ammunition have been removed from the 
Linden, and I will raise her, if possible, as soon as there is water 
enough to get the steam pump to her, 

If the railroad from Pine Bluff, [Ark.], to Little Rock is not put 
in running order our army at that place will, for want of transporta- 
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tion, be left without provisions. I have represented this, but it does 
not seem to be attended to. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davipv D. Porrrr, 
Rear-Admaral. 
Hon. Giwr0n WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 


Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting reports of commanding 
officer and board of survey. 


Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Alexandria, La., March 24, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Acting 
Master Thomas M. Farrell, concerning the loss of the U. S. S. 
Linden, which happened on the 22d February, in Arkansas River, by 
running against a sunken snag. This is one of those unfortunate 
accidents which will happen on this river, and which no human 
foresight can prevent. 
It appears that Captain Farrell did his duty. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLEs, 
Secretary of the Nawy, Washington, D.C. 


[ Enclosure. ] 


U. S. Gunpoat CovineTon, 
Mouth of White River, March 12, 1864. 


Sir: It is my painful duty to report to you the sinking of the U.S. 
gunboat Linden, under my command, by a snag, at Church Bar, 
Arkansas River, on the 22d of February, while going to the assistance 
of the transport Ad. Hines, that had snagged on the 18th ultimo, and 
still remained in a helpless condition. 

On the 19th ultimo I arrived at Pine Bluff, | Ark.], and on the 21st, 
when the freight I had taken from the steamer Curlew to lighten 
her was removed from me, and all arrangements were completed to 
hurry the loading of the private boats with cotton, I got underway 
and stood down the river to sound Church Bar. My pilot found 
34 feet on the bar, and we returned to Pine Bluff that evening. Upon 
enquiry I found that the private boats could not get over that water, 
and we concluded to wait for a rise. 

As these boats lay safe at a military post, and my pilot informed 
me that it was perfectly safe for my vessel to go to the Ad. Hines, 
I deemed it my duty to go to her and render what assistance I could. 
On the 22d ultimo, at 6:30 a. m., I got underway and stood down the 
river. At 7:45, when the starboard lead gave 3 feet and the port 
lead 4, she struck a stump on her port bow. I immediately went 
below and followed the break, which extended from the port bow to a 
point near the port magazine (distance about 90 feet), breaking the 
timbers and planking as it passed along. On 

The doctor and bilge pumps were started, but knowing their ina- 
bility to gain on such a break, I ordered the ammunition and pay- 
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masters’ stores whipped up. In the meantime a line was taken to 
the bank from our port quarter, but the settling of the vessel sepa- 
rated the connection between the “ nigger” engine and the capstan, 
and our efforts to pull her off failed. 

In fifteen minutes after she struck she filled with water, com- 
menced hogging badly and careening over to starboard, the snag 
coming up through her bottom at the port magazine. Fearing that 
she might upset, I had the starboard battery removed to the port 
side. The sand commenced washing out from under her stern as 
she settled, but this was soon stopped by rigging a spar on each 
quarter and shoving brush under her, aft. 

It was my opinion then, and I have since had the same opinion 
expressed by men whose business it has been to raise sunken steam- 
boats, that the Linden was too badly sunk to be raised by any mate- 
rial that could be obtained in the vicinity. 

Firmly believing in this opinion, and that the only hope of ever 
raising her was to lighten her of all the material I could, I sent a 
request to the commanding officer at Pine Bluff for a steamer to take 
my guns, ammunition, and what stores I had already saved to that 
place, and commenced removing the iron casemate. 

That evening the steamer Lebanon came alongside, and I sent the 
guns, ammunition, and stores to Pine Bluff in charge of my execu- 
tive and a sufficient number of officers and men to guard them. On 
the evening of the 23d I received some pumps from the quarter- 
master at Pine Bluff. As the river was filling rapidly I thought 
I might pump the vessel sufficiently to obtain the stores that still 
remained below, perhaps get at the break. On the morning of the 
24th the pumps were rigged to, and worked by the doctor and “ nig- 
ger” engines, while all the men I had worked hand pumps and 
buckets. Our efforts availing nothing, I ordered the engineer to take 
the engines apart, opened the deck to get at what ammunition and 
stores were still below, and by the afternoon of the 28th the engines 
and all the stores that could be obtained were safe on the bank, 
guarded by a detachment of cavalry from Pine Bluff. 

Having obtained all we could from below, I had the hatches bat- 
tened down, and all the places that were cut in her deck stopped 
and calked, to prevent the sand from washing in, should the river rise. 

On the evening of the 28th, the steamer Lillie Martin came to my 
assistance, took what material she could well carry to Pine Bluff, 
and returned on the following day. 

The falling of the river was checked on the 1st instant, and on the 
evening of that day the river began to rise rapidly. The engineer 
was about to commence removing the boilers, but before he could 
well start, the water was 3 feet above the berth deck. 

Aware of the uncertainty of the Arkansas River, and of its liabil- 
ity to carry the cabin off her, perhaps that night, I took nearly all 
the officers and men to Pine Bluff, leaving a sufficient guard on board, 
acting with an army picket on shore, to defend the flag and pennant 
that still floated over her. 

Most of my officers and men had been in the water, more or less, 
for over a week, and as they could not do any more service by re- 
maining on board I deemed their removal to Pine Bluff the most 
prudent course. 
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Alone, and with very little assistance, I did, in removing the ma- 
terial, etc., to Pine Bluff, what, in my judgment, I thought best for 
the interests of the Government. The vessel could be raised easier 
with the material off her than if it were on. Then, again, taking 
into consideration the uncertain rise and fall of the Arkansas River, 
the material was safer off the vessel, and if finally we were compelled 
to abandon her, all that made her a gunboat would be safe within the 
Federal lines. 

Our time at Pine Bluff was spent in getting the material saved 
ready for transportation and taking an inventory for the settlement 
of the ship’s accounts. 

The river commenced falling again on the 5th instant, and when 
the Vaumkeag returned to Pine Bluff on the 6th, I had my officers 
and crew, guns, ammunition, masters’ and paymasters’ stores put on 
board of her and brought to this place. I left my engineer at Pine 
Bluff, with instructions to have the machinery cleaned and got 
ready for transportation, and if the river fell before he got orders to 
the contrary, to-have the boilers of the Linden removed to that place. 

When I took the guard from off the vessel on the 7th instant the 
water was within 1 foot of her boiler deck and from 12 to 14 feet 
deep around her. The port hogchain had parted, and the vessel 
was still settling down att. 

I have consulted a number of experienced river men, and it is the 
opinion of the officers and myself that it will be impossible for the 
steamer Champion to raise her. When the water falls sufficiently to 
admit of working at her, the Champion can not get to her, and I 
fear that a bar will then be formed over and around her. From the 

osition in which she lays, and her shape, it is my opinion that she 
is badly broken amidships, and that it will be impossible to do any- 
thing more with her. 

I am here with my officers and men and all the saved material that 
could at this time be transported, awaiting your further orders. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. M. Farrett, 
Acting Master. 
Lieutenant Commander James M. Pricuert, 
U.S. Navy, Comdg. 6th Dist., Miss Squadron. 


[ Enclosures. ] 


U.S. Gunpoat Linpen, 
Arkansas River, February 23, 1864. 
GENTLEMEN: You will hold without delay a survey on this vessel 
and report to me in writing the practicability of getting her afloat, 
and whether or not, in your opinions, it would be prudent to remove 
her machinery first. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos, M. Farrett, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 
Acting First Assistant Engineer W. C, Prrry, 


U.S. S. Linden. 
Acting Ensign Josep McDonatp, 
U.S. S. Linden. 
First-Class Pilot Samurt HUMBERSTONE, 


U.S. S. Linden. 
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U. S. Gunsoat Linven, 
Arkansas River, February: 23, 1864. 


Sir: In obedience to your order we have held a survey on this 
vessel, and have to report that in our opinion it is impossible to get 
her afloat with the facilities on hand at present, but would recom- 
mend that the shaft and engines be removed without delay, leaving 
the doctor engine to work the new pumps when they come. 

We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

Wo. C. Perry, 
Acting First Assistant Engineer, U. S. 8S. Linden. 

Jos. McDonatp, 
Acting Ensign, U. 8S. S. Linden. 

Samu. HUMBERSTONE, 
First-Class Pilot, U. S. S. Linden. 

Tomas M. Farre., 
Acting Master. 


Report of Pilot Humberstone of the U. S. S. Linden. 


U.S. S. Covineton, 
White River Station, March 12, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report to you I was one of the board 
ordered to hold a survey on the U. S. S. Linden, sunk in Arkansas 
River on February 22, and report the state of that vessel and also the 
feasibility of getting her afloat. I made an examination as far as I 
was allowed, and made out a report answering all the questions my 
commanding officer asked, handed it to the other two, Acting Ensign 
Joseph McDonald and W. C. Perry, first assistant engineer; the other 
members of the board would not accept it. Mr: McDonald made one 
out, evading the most important questions, i. e., not answering them. 
First, can the vessel be raised; if so what can raise her and what 
length of time will it require? I say the Champion can raise her, and 
nothing but a high rise in the river would interfere with it. I exam- 
ined the place where she rested on the snag or log. The hole at 
that place was about 12 inches long by about 8 in width; the timbers 
were broken on top; the plank forward as far as I could reach with 
my hand seemed sound and not broken. The snag lay in a hori- 
zontal position up and down the river. There appeared to be a 
crook or hump on the log that broke through where she stopped. I 
think she is more or less injured from where the snag first struck to 
where she stopped on it, about 90 or 100 feet, more or less. I do 
not think the snag came through any other place. I think the plank 
is cracked or shattered, and may be shoved past each other. She was 
a long time filling—about an hour. The majority of the officers gave 
her up at once. I never did. Those that did give her up, with one 
exception, were inexperienced in river navigation and river steamers. 
I have had an experience of 28 years on these Western rivers and 
steamers, and a little on Lake Ontario previous to it. I have built, 
owned, and commanded several steamers; had boats sunk and raised. 
The same day she sunk two men came from the steamer Lebanon, 
I think, and offered to raise her by contract. There is not the least 
doubt but the Champion can raise her and temporary repairs be 
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put on her, to receive her machinery again and run to Cairo for full 
repairs in perfect safety, and can be made as useful a vessel for the 
Government as she was before. The day we arrived at this station 
I sent Captain Lord, in command of station, a report to the effect 
of the above, perhaps not in the same words all through, and fully 
expected the Champion No. 5 would be dispatched immediately for 
that purpose, 1. e, to raise her. I asked Captain Lord if the 
Champion was going up to raise the Linden. He said not; that a man 
had come down from Pine Bluff on horseback, who stated that the 
river had fallen 30 inches per day since we left. That is all a ruse, 
and only for effect. I asked the Arkansas pilot on the Vaumkeag 
what he though of it. He said he did not believe it; he did not 
think a man could come through on horseback anyway with safety, 
for the guerrillas. Three boats started up last evening—the Hey 
West, Annie Jacobs, and the Commercial, the latter a large side- 
wheel boat, and seemed to be deeper than the Champion. I did not 
see her marks. There were some men wanted to buy the Linden as 
she lay. They were steamboat men and cotton speculators, as near 
as I could find out. No doubt they would be glad to have her con- 
demned and get a chance to buy her. She could be repaired there, 
so as to make a little fortune for a man in one trip. The Silver: 
Wave's trip of cotton alone amounted to $35,000 at $30 per bale 
freight, and $50 was paid for some small lots. Captain Rogers told 
me when he left Little Rock the river had fallen 1 foot in 30 hours. 
After, when the Vawmkeag left Pine Bluff, it had not fallen there 
to exceed 5 inches, and the night previous to our getting out of 
Arkansas River it raised 6 inches. We left Pine Bluff on the 7th, 
came to that evening about 35 miles below the bluff, lost two 
or three hours waiting on steamer taking on cotton. The 8th, lost 
time waiting on boats to wood and to take on cotton; 9th the same; 
according to that we did not go as fast as the current. That 
p. m. the Silver Wave ran on a sand bar, and we had to remain by 
her that night. Captain Rogers sent some men to set a mark at the 
edge of the water to see whether it was rising or falling. The next 
morning they reported the river had raised 6 inches; we were then 
30 miles from the station. The Naumkeag went to her assistance 
and soon got her off. A few days after the Linden was sunk Cap- 
tain Farrell sent in an order to hold a survey on the vessel’s boilers 
and steam capstan. We, the officers ordered to hold the survey, could 
not agree. I wished to make out a separate report. It was agreed to. 
Mr. McDonald went aft; in about 20 minutes returned, and said 
it would not do; we must all sign the same report. I told him I 
did not feel at liberty to condemn the boilers, and asked Mr. Perry 
about the boilers. He said they were thin iron and had been in use 
some time, and he did not think they would pay the Government 
to move and freight them to Cairo, and he did not think them fit to 
go into a new boat. I am aware he has not been in a habit of carry- 
ing as high steam of late as he did when I first came on the vessel. 
I signed the document with a great deal of reluctance. I was not 
allowed to write any part unless they dictated for me. They were 
the majority. I signed the document, saying there were no means 
at hand to raise her after it had rained over twenty-four hours, and 
the river rising. My opinion is that I could have raised her without 
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the Champion, if I had had full control. There was plenty of lum- 
ber in the casemates to make bulkheads in her. I frequently said 
the Linden could be raised, in conversation; Captain Farrell as often 
cut me short by saying she could not, or she can’t be raised (I don’t 
like the word “can’t”; it will do for children to say “I can’t”). 
We had eight days of as pretty weather as I ever saw after she 
sunk, and the river falling, fell about 6 or 8 inches in that time, and 
nothing done toward examining the extent of the damage, only what 
I did myself with the help of one of the quartermasters, George 
Deardoff, and they also say the Linden is old and not worth raising. 
Her inspection papers make her three years old last August. She 
was built at Pittsburg, Pa., in August, 1860. Several of the officers 
wanted to be transferred before she was sunk. Mr. Fletcher is a 
practical steamboat man, acting third assistant engineer, is of my 
opinion in regard to the above. I ask your pardon for trespassing 
on your valuable time to peruse so long a letter, but it is all fact, 
on the square, and the good of the cause in which I am engaged. 
I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Sam’L HuMBERSTONE, 
First-class Pilot, U. S., S. Linden. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 

N. B.—If the river is too low for the Champion to go up to raise 
the Linden, one of her pumps could be sent up White River, and 
across to Little Rock and down on one of the light steamers, with tools 
to attach them. I can’t bear the idea of letting those sharks get her. 
I forgot to tell you that our flag was taken out of the stern of the 
gig and trailed in the water by a secesh lady who came on board to 
see the vessel the evening before she sank. 

HUMBERSTONE. 


Another battery to prevent the Zinden being raised. Four steam- 
boat captains came down and pretended they had raised $2,000 to 
raise her, alleging that they had better do that than wait for the 
Naumkeag. They brought a man along who was to raise her. Of 
course he condemned her. All and everything that could be, I think, 
was brought to bear against the raising of that vessel. I was told 
yesterday she was rotten and that the person who said so was in her 
hold and examined her last fall in Memphis. He might have found 
a defective timber, but that the boat is so in general, I don’t believe it. 

shies & 


Statement of Pilot McKay. 


Carro, [Inu.], June 27, 1864. 

Sir: I respectfully request your attention to the statement I now 
make you in regard to the loss of the Linden. 

I was ordered on the Ist of February to her, to take her up the 
Arkansas River to Pine Bluff. On our arrival found we should have 
to remain for the transports to load with cotton. The river fell so 
much that it was impossible to return. 
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The transport Ad. Hines struck a snag and sunk 8 miles below 
Pine Bluff. Captain Farrell asked me if I could take the Linden 
down to her assistance. I told him I would try, but doubted there 
being water enough. We got within about 400 yards of the Hines 
when we struck a small snag which projected about 6 inches above the 
bottom of the river bed. When I came down from the [pilot house] 
to see what damage had been done, I found Captain Farrell in his 
room packing his trunk, and neither officers nor men taking any steps 
to save the boat. You can judge yourself, sir, how great the damage 
done, when she was one hour and a half in filling two-thirds full of 
water. 

I told the captain the hole could be stopped and the boat saved and 
repaired in twelve hours. Captain Farrell insisted that she would 
go to pieces and nothing could be done. He had the guns fired 
several times, but for what purpose I can not say, unless to cause 
her to leak more. 

He seemed very much frightened and excited, and, it seemed to me, 
very anxious that the boat should be destroyed; so, also, did all the 
officers and crew. 

Colonel Clayton sent 200 men to assist Captain Humberstone. 
The other pilot told Captain Farrell there was no doubt but we could 
save the boat, and the carpenter of the transport Lebanon told Cap- 
tain Farrell he would contract to raise and repair the boat in a few 
days for $3,000. 

The Ad. Hines sunk in 8 feet water, and filled in about five minutes 
after striking. Her captain raised her with his own crew. 

The Linden lay in 3 feet water and not one single attempt was 
made to save her. The crew remained on the Linden twelve days, 
not a day of which but was good working weather, but not a thing 
was done. 

These facts I can prove by Captain Humberstone, the pilot, and 
by the captain of the Hines. I feel, sir, that you have acted hastily 
and unjustly in my case and hope you will give me a fair trial in 
the case. ; 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rotia McKay. 


Extract from log of U. S. S. Linden, Thomas M. Farrell, acting master, com~ 
manding. 


February 22, 1864—4 to 8 a. m. Weather calm and clear and 
pleasant. At 6:30 a. m. weighed anchor and stood down the river. 
At 7:45 struck a snag and commenced sinking rapidly. Examined 
the break and found it to extend from port bow 90 feet aft. Started 
the doctor and bilge pumps and commenced whipping up ammuni- 
tion and paymasters’ stores. At 7:50 ran a line ashore from port 
quarter and commenced heaving off. At 7:55 4 feet of water in the 
hold. Nigger engine got out of repair, vessel commenced to hog 
badly amidships and careen over to starboard; snag coming up 
through her at bottom at port magazine. Men engaged transporting 
ammunitian on shore. At 8, men engaged getting paymasters’ stores 
ashore. Executive officer sent to Pine Bluff for assistance, at the 
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same time sent cavalry picket to Pine Bluff with dispatches. Fired 
guns as signals to hurry assistance. At 8:10 got large flat from 
wreck of Ad. Hines and commenced loading with masters’ and pay- 
masters’ stores. At 9 vessel stopped settling. Seven feet of water 
on port bow, 44 feet water starboard bow, 6 feet amidships, both 
sides, and 64 feet on each quarter. At 10, all the ordnance stores 
saved—transported ashore. Got the bow guns on the forecastle ready 
for shipment, shifted starboard guns to port side to counteract ves- 
sel’s careening to starboard. Men engaged taking paymasters’ stores 
ashore. At 11:30 fired guns again to hurry assistance. At 1:45 p.m. 
continued taking paymasters’ stores ashore. At 2:30 commenced tak- 
ing off casemating. At 4:30 all paymasters’ stores ashore. At 5 the 
transport Lebanon came down from Pine Bluff. Sent executive, 5 
officers, and 14 men on board of her to take charge of and guard the 
stores sent to Pine Bluff. At 6:15 shipped our 6 24-pounder 
howitzers and carriages on board the Lebanon, also paymaster’s safe, 
etc. At 8:30 the Lebanon cast off and went to the bank and took 
aboard ordnance and paymasters’ stores. At 10 got out 2 spars astern 
to relieve hogchains and prevent settling of vessel aft. 

February 23—At 1 a. m. watch bringing brush from shore and 
placing it under ship’s stern to keep sand from washing out. At 
7:20 commenced getting ready to pump out vessel. Engineers taking 
wheel apart. At 9 engineers raised steam and worked steam pumps. 
Men engaged taking off casemating. At 10:45 cut through the deck 
over the shell locker to get the balance of ammunition remaining 
there. At 11 knocked off pumping and set all hands to taking off 
casemating. At 2 p.m. got out from shell locker 2 shell, 49 shrapnel, 
and 31 canister; sent them ashore. At 3:30 finished taking off port 
and bow casemating. At 6 received dispatches from shore. Sent 
our boat off and received on board 25 men (a detachment from Fifth 
Kansas Cavalry) in charge of a sergeant, also 4 pumps from Pine 
Bluff. 

February 24.—At 7:30 engineers getting pumps rigged to doctor 
and nigger engines. At 8:30 started the pumps. At 11 ceased 
pumping; all our efforts proved unavailing. At 12 finished taking 
off casemating. At 8 p. m. set pickets of Fifth Kansas Cavalry 
ashore. Vessel still careening to starboard side; sand apparently 
washing out. 

February 25.—Engineers removing machinery, men removing case- 
mating. 

February 27.—At 7 a. m. all hands at work clearing up decks and 
collecting material. At 9 pilot went off in cutter to sound. At 9:50 
returned, reported water on bar 3 feet scant. 

February 28.—At 9:30 a. m., having obtained all the material pos- 
sible from below, commenced battening down hatches. 

February 29.—Weather cloudy, cold, snow and rain, wind N. W. 
At 12 midnight water began to rise. At 3 a. m. called all hands to 
batten down hatches and calk decks. At 7 finished battening hatches 
and calking deck and commenced moving stores again. At 2 p. m. 
finished moving stores on board the Lillie Martin; cast off and stood 
up river for Pine Bluff with an officer and 8 men as guard. At 4:30 
p- m. water still rising; berth deck cleared and everything taken to 
boiler deck. 
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March 1.—The Lillie Martin hove in sight from Pine Bluff; ran 
on a snag a short distance astern of us. Sent our men on shore to 
assist her. At 5:40 p. m. she got clear, dropped down, and made fast 
to bank and commenced taking on board casemating. 

March 2—Water rising very fast; 18 inches on berth deck. At 7 
a.m. commenced moving all Raviters and stores to the Lillie Mar- 
tin. At 11,3 feet of water on the berth deck. At 11:30 all officers 
and crew removed on board the Lillie Martin except an officer and 4 
men to guard the ship. 

Approved: 

Tuos M. Farre.1, 
Acting Master, Commanding. 


[Telegram.] 


Sr. Louis, February 24, 1864. 
Ihave following dispatch from Captain [Byron O.] Carr, quarter- 
master at Little Rock, dated 23d instant: 
The gunboat Linden was snagged and partially wrecked day before yester- 
day 7 miles below Pine Bluff. It is doubtful if she can be saved. 
Cuar.es Parsons, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


Admiral D. D. Porter. 


Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding 
navigation in the Arkansas River, advising that White River be 
the dependence for transportation of supplies for Little Rock. 


U. S. Gunzoar Sitver Cioup, 
Memphis, February 22, 1864. 

Sir: I arrived here this evening from White River. On the 15th 
instant, I sent a convoy up the Arkansas River, with the Vaumkeayg 
and Linden. I learned at Devall’s Bluff on the 19th that they had 
arrived at Pine Bluff in safety, but I fear the vessels will not get out 
of the river till there shall be another rise. The stage of water in 
that river is too uncertain to be in any degree depended upon for 
transportation of supplies for General Steele’s forces. _ 

I visited the general at Little Rock and stated to him that I had 
consulted with all the men familiar with the Arkansas River and 
who had no interests to subserve in that stream, whom I could find 
and was satisfied from their united testimony that no reliance could 
be placed upon its navigation for his purposes and that White River 
must remain his dependence for transportation of supplies, but that 
gunboats would be held in readiness to take advantage of rises in the 
Arkansas and to protect his vessels engaged in collecting forage along 
its banks. The Queen City, with the Linden, I propose to detail for 
that stream, and the Covington, Fawn, and Naumkeag for the White 
River. I directed that on the return trip the Linden should specially 
look. after, several'cotton boats which left for Pine Bluff with the 
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convoy of the 15th. I ascended White River to some miles above 
Jacksonport and also went a distance up the Black River. That 
section of Arkansas is suffering greatly from bands of deserters who 
have organized for plunder and are committing every conceivable 
outrage. Jacksonport was plundered by a small party of them a few 
nights since. 

The Fawn, Linden, and Naumkeag all require considerable re- 
pairs. The latter has still a hole made by a snag in her bow, about 
which a box has been built and which, filled with clay, prevents 
much leak, but the vessel is unsafe. The Linden has been much 
injured in her guards and hull in the difficult navigation of White 
River. I propose that the Hachange shall first relieve the Yawn to 
come to this place for repairs, and then one of the others. The 
Silver Cloud and New Era will be the only boats remaining to cruise 
on the Mississippi from Cairo to White River. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. L. PHEtps, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Portrr, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Engineer 
Bickerstafi, U.S. Navy, regarding U.S. S. Ouachita. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 23, 1864. 
Sir: You will please work at night upon the Owachita, as her 
services are needed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut. Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron, 


Mr. Bickerstarr, 
Acting Chief Engineer, in charge of repairs. 


Letter from Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to quartermaster at 
St. Louis, Mo., regarding the difficulties of transportation through 
the Arkansas River and referring to the loss of steamer Hines 
and U.S. S. Linden. 


MississippI SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, White River, February 24, 1864. 
Sir: I arrived at this place an hour ago and found everything in 
a muss. Owing to the continued requests for the convoys to go up 
the Arkansas, Captain Phelps consented against his judgment and 
let them go, though some of the transports were loaded down to 6 
feet, when it was pretty certain there was no such water to be found. 
The result was the vessels (a few of them) reached Pine Bluff and 
there they are stuck with a falling river. The Hines struck a snag 
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and sunk. A gunboat went to her assistance and also sunk, and the 
chances are that both will be a total loss. All the rest of the boats 
are stuck in the river, and the chances are that their services may be 
lost for a long time. I have myself given no encouragement for 
‘using the Arkansas River while there is so much better way for 
provisions by the White River. There are now thousands of pounds 
at Devall’s Bluff being damaged for want of transportation across 
the railroad, which, if put in fair running order, would keep up sup- 
plies; if we depend on the Arkansas River we may lose the army at 
Little Rock. 

I have found that as long as the convoys are conducted according 
to the information I get from pilots and intelligent officers, nothing 
happens out of the way, but if we are to be governed by the wishes 
of importunate officers of the Army, who know nothing about the 
difficulties of navigation, we will meet with serious loss in boats and 
stores. 

This occupation of Arkansas is not to be the business of a day, but 
of a lifetime, and I earnestly recommend that steps be taken to make 
the railroad available, which it can scarcely be considered at this 
moment for the want of a little energy. Arkansas will not be fit for 
navigation until late in the spring, and then only for a short time— 
from July to March it may be considered out of the question. This is 
my earnest advice, and, if carried out, will enable you to keep Steele’s 
army supplied. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davip D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Colonel L. B. Parsons, 
Chief Quartermaster, St. Louis, Mo. 


Order of Lieutenant-Commander Greer, U. S. Navy, to Acting 
Volunteer Lieutenant Hoel, U. S. Navy, commending his action in 
relation to steamer Welcome mm connection with cotton speculation. 


U.S. S. Benton, 
Off Natchez, February 25, 1864. 
Sir: You letter of the 24th instant in regard to the Welcome * 
affair, with copies of letters from and to General Ellet, is received. 
Your whole course in the matter is heartily approved. I am con- 
vinced in my own mind (although I have not tangible evidence) that 
the Marine Brigade to some extent are engaged in speculation. I 
return Mr. [Charles] Poplar’s letter for your endorsement on the 
back. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jas. A. GREER, 
Lieut.-Commander, Comdg. Benton and 4th Dist. Miss. Squadron. 


Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. R. Hort, 
Commanding U.S. S. Pittsburg. 


* See Official Records of Union and Confederate Armies, vol. 32, pt. 1, pp. 
897, 398. 
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[Telegram.] 
Catro, February 27, 1864. 


The admiral has ordered one of the gunners attached to this sta- 
tion away on temporary duty. The ordnance officer informs me that . 
the service of Mr. Ellis can not at present be dispensed with. 

A. M. Pennock, 
Fleet Captain, Commandant of Station. 
Commodore J. B. Hut, 
St. Louis. 


Letter from Brigadier-General McArthur, U. S. Army, to Rear- 
Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, giving information regarding the 
movements of Major-General Sherman, U. S. Army. 


Heapquarters Posi, 
Vicksburg, February 27, 1864. 


ApmiraL: The following telegram has just been received from Big 
Black Bridge: 


Courier just in from General Sherman. He arrived at Canton last night; had 
no fighting. Wants bread. I start a train in an hour or two. Send those 
dispatches from General Banks and I will forward them to-day. 


J MA Eoin 
Brigadier-General. 
I thought proper to send you the above. General Sherman being 
so near, and coming back, you might want to see him before going. 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. MacArruour, 
Brigadier-General. 
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 


Order of Rear-Admiral Porter, U.S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander 
Greer, U. S. Navy, for the seizure of vessels engaged in illicit 
trade. 


Mississtpp1 SQUADRON, 
Flagship Black Hawk, Off Natchez, February 29, 1864. 
Str: You will, whenever you are called up by Ralph S. Hart, in 
charge of the Natchez district, seize any vessel engaged in illicit 
trade or endeavoring to deprive the Treasury of its rights. You will 
not hesitate to use force if you find any opposition to the laws or 
refusal to obey the orders of the Treasury agent. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander James A. Grear, 
Commanding Benton and Fourth District, 
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Report of Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting report 
regarding successful expedition up the Black and Ouachita rivers, 
under command of Lieutenant-Commander Ramsay, U. S. Navy, 
February 29 to March 5, 1864. 


Misstsstep1 SQUADRON, 
an Flagship Black Hawk, Red River, March 6, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I sent an expedition up the 
Black and Washita [Ouachita] rivers on the 1st instant, under com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Ramsay. The following 
vessels composed the expedition: Owachita, Lieutenant-Commander 
Byron Wilson; Fort Hindman, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John 
Pearce; Osage, Acting Master Thomas Wright; Lexington, Lieu- 
tenant George M. Bache; Conestoga, Lieutenant-Commander Thomas 
O. Selfridge; and Cricket, Acting Master H. H. Gorringe. 

The expedition was perfectly successful. The rebels, about 2,000 
strong, under General Polignac, were driven from point to point, 
some extensive works captured, and three heavy 32-pounders brought 
away. The works were destroyed. The enemy suffered severely 
from our guns, and the vessels brought away all the cotton they could 
find. They also destroyed a pontoon bridge, cutting the rebels off 
from their main body at or near Alexandria, [La.], but having no 
force to put on shore, they had time to escape. 

The water falling very rapidly forced the expedition to give up 
the intended trip farther into the interior. Some houses were neces- 
sarily destroyed, but as the community is all rebel, it is not to be 
regretted. 

I regret to say that we lost 2 killed and 14 wounded, and the 
Fort Hindman was badly cut up with shot and shell, being struck 
27 times, but nothing to impair her efficiency. 

I enclose Lieutenant Commander Ramsay’s report. I am well 
pleased with the result of the expedition. 

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Davi D. Porter, 
Rear-Admiral. 
Hon. Gipron WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


{Enclosure. ] 


U.S. S. Cnocraw, 
March 5, 1864. 

Sir: In obedience to your order, I left here on the Kort Hindman 
at 1:30 p. m. on the 29th ultimo, taking the Osage, Cricket, Ouachita, 
Lexington, and Conestoga with me, and proceeding up Red River, 
anchored at dark about 15 miles from the mouth of Black River, 
[La.]. At daylight on the 1st instant, I got underway and _ pro- 
ceeded up Black River. At 4 p. m., when about 15 miles below 
Trinity, we were fired into by sharpshooters concealed behind the 
levee. All the vessels immediately opened on them with shrapnel, 
grape, and canister and drove them away. When we reached Trinity, 
white flags were shown on the lower side of the town, but as soon as 
we rounded the point, we were opened on by a battery of two 12- 
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pounder rifle guns. We immediately opened fire, and in a few mo- 
ments drove the rebels, who were under the command of General 
Polignac, from the town. I then proceeded 2 miles above the town 
and anchored for the night. At daylight on the 2d, I got under- 
way and proceeded up the Ouachita, with the Osage leading, and 
the Hindman next. We had not proceeded more than 5 miles, when 
the Osage became disabled by the main wheel of the turret breaking 
in three pieces, which rendered it impossible to revolve the turret. 
Fortunately the guns were pointed directly ahead at the time of 
the accident. When we arrived within 2 miles of Harrisonburg, we 
were attacked by a brigade (General Polignac’s) of sharpshooters, 
lying behind the levee, and a battery of 12-pounder rifled guns. The 
fire of the battery was directed entirely at the Yort Hindman. She 
was struck twenty-seven times by shot and shell, one shot disabling 
the starboard engine. I immediately dropped her down below the 
other vessels and then went on board the Ouachita. The Ouachita 
was struck three times, but no damage done. The firing of the 
vessels was excellent and soon drove the battery away: The banks 
were so high that it was impossible for the vessels abreast of the 
sharpshooters to do them any damage, but the lower vessels enfiladed 
the banks and, I afterwards learned, killed and wounded a great 
many. A deserter reported that the colonel of his regiment was 
killed. Leaving the Hindman in a safe place, I proceeded up the 
river with the other vessels to Bayou Louis, which enters Sicily 
Island. The water was so shoal that the lightest boat I had could not 
enter. I then proceeded to Catahoula Shoals, where I found plenty 
of water to enable me to proceed to Monroe, but the water was 
falling so fast I deemed it best to return. On our arrival at Har- 
risonburg I landed with the Owachita, and set fire to some of the 
largest houses in the town. While the houses were being fired, a 
body of cavalry and infantry were observed coming down a ravine. 
I called the men on board and opened fire from the vessels, causing 
the troops to scatter in every direction. The works at Harrisonburg 
are very formidable. There are four forts on high hills commanding 
the river for 2 miles below the town and more than a mile above. 
Rifle pits run all around and connect two forts. At dark I anchored 
2 miles above Trinity. At daylight on the 3d, I got underway and 
proceeded to Trinity. At this place two excellent earthworks are 
thrown up, one of which commands the river for more than 2 miles. 
It was my intention to burn the town, but finding so many women 
and children in it I spared it. We found there three 32-pounder 
guns and carriages. The guns I brought away and burned the car- 
riages and platforms. Hearing that the rebels had a pontoon bridge 
a mile from the mouth of Little River, I sent the Cricket up and 
burned it. I remained at Trinity until the morning of the 4th, 
when we proceeded down Black River and, picking up all the cotton 
near the bank, anchored at dark about 12 miles from the mouth. 
At daylight on the 5th, I got underway, and arrived at this place at 
meridian. 

I am much indebted to the officers of the different vessels for the 
manner in which they performed their duty. I regret to report 
that. 8 men were wounded on the Yort Hindman, 1 mortally (since 
dead) and 2 severely. One man was killed on the Ouachita and 
2 slightly wounded. One man was wounded severely on the Osage. 
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Acting Ensign Ezra Beaman, of the Choctaw, whom I took with me 
as signal officer, was wounded in the right foot while on board of 
the Ouachita. I would respectfully bring to your notice James K. 
L. Duncan (ordinary seaman), Hugh Melloy (ordinary seaman), 
and William P. Johnson (landsman), of the Yort Hindman, for their 
gallant conduct during the engagement with the battery near Harri- 
sonburg. A shell burst at the muzzle of one of the guns, setting fire 
to the tie of the cartridge, which had just been put in the gun. 
Duncan immediately seized the burning cartridge, took it out of the 
gun, and threw it overboard. A shell pierced the bow casemate on 
the right of No. 1 gun, mortally wounding the first sponger, who 
had the sponge in his hand, which he dropped out of the port on 
the forecastle. Melloy immediately jumped out of the port on the 
forecastle, picked up the sponge, sponged and loaded the gun, stand- 
ing outside, under a heavy fire of musketry. Johnson, although 
badly wounded in the hand, took the place of a wounded man, 
sponged and loaded the gun during the entire action. 

The following is a list of casualties in the different vessels: 

Hindman, 1 man mortally wounded, since died; 8 wounded, 2 
severely; hit 27 times. 

Osage, 1 wounded. 

Ouachita, 1 killed, 2 wounded; struck 3 times. 

Choctaw, 1 wounded. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. M. Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding, 
Expedition to Black and Washita [Ouachita] Rivers. 


Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Commanding Mississippi Squadron. 
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Méwtioned ateoe seh et ds Antes ent oe 146, 167, 179, 187, 219, 304, 336, 
379, 415, 423, 427, 507, 546, 562, 598, 609, 621, 638, 642, 679, 692, 737, 754 
Operations in Tennessee: River-<2 0.04. -.62- ee oe eee 170 
Phelps, Altred.(jr:. relievedsol command -2- 26 sos5 o- 2222 eee ee 192 
Champion No. 3, Steamer. Mentioned...............--.---- 369, 483, 673, 718, 726 
Champion No. 5, Steamer (Pump boat). Mentioned..............-- 345, 346, 368, 


377, 389, 422, 435, 444, 460, 519, 541, 583, 622, 663, 673, 726, 772, 777-780 
Chancellor, Steamer. 


Firing upon, near Island No. 63, Mississippi River, June 2, 1863 ....... 157, 158 

Mentioneds-< =: ¢ 28 Soe 9s ie oe ere ee eee 286 
Chapman, GW... Mentioned? ._ = 5-2. ae -- ==) ee ee 451, 455 
Chapman) W. N. ‘Mentioned. --<..2.0.- 20. ene ese. ee 659 
Charmer, ‘Steamers « Mentioned s5-.... oe ee oe eee ee 143 
Chase, Salmon P. See Secretary of Treasury, U. S.; also Treasury Depart- 

ment, U.S. 

Chassing; J.H.s ‘Meutioned : 2-2 eees he ee Sep tee pee ee 499 
Chataigner, Jam Mention edie sec ee ee eee 451, 455 
Cheeseman, J. W., Steamer. See J. W. Cheeseman, Steamer. 
Cherry, Willian W.,8s:Co: aMentioned) 2225 asc) a5. ae, ae eee ae 765 
Gnickasaw, JU sSissassbaan ching. of 4. Sac pees ee, eee ee ee eee 746 


Child, Alonzo, Steamer. See Alonzo Child, Steamer. 
Chillicothe, U.S. 5S. 


GrOUndING O82. 5 ceca esscaccie nein secs ee eee 412 
Mle TIGL ORCC S212 ects tat sc tera Re Pore ee ec ee 146, 153, 179, 

219, 333, 336, 379, 427, 441, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 642, 692, 712, 754, 760 
Muir, W., ordered to relieve H. S. Eytinge of command ...........-..- 519 
Orders for movements. .4.s-scenoae ce eae eee ee ee 378 


Choctaw, U.S.S. 
Capture of Acting Master’s Mate Ward and two men from, near mouth 


of Red River, La., September 15, 1863....... oe rear eee 414, 415, 505 
Cooperation with army forces in engagement with Confederates at Milli- 
kenis. Bend, Jis.; June i7-) 18635 scqceees ee ee 162-166 


* Designated when purchased as Champion No, 4, See yol, 24, ee 
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Choctaw, U.S. S.—Continued. Page. 
Detention of steamer Empress, loaded with cotton, from Natchez, Miss.. 444-449 
Engagement at mouth of Red River, November 18 and 21, 1863........ 570-575 
Mentioned........ 42, 43, 91, 146, 179, 219, 336, 364, 368, 379, 426, 427, 441, 452, 456, 


507, 519, 536, 546, 562, 563, 609, 615, 619, 638, 642, 692, 754, 760, 787, 789 
Operations in 
Red River, La., and vicinity.... 418,577, 582, 597, 620, 653, 679, 684, (RES 160/04 
Yazoo River and against Vicksburg, Miss., May 18 to 23, 1863..... 5-13, 278 
Cincinnati, U.S. 8. 
Correspondence regarding raising of........... 141, 218, 343, 367, 368, 370, 371, 384 
GYAN LORE Bate eS meas, Mn a ects Re TL nd oo Sens 96, 104, 112, 116, 117, 
121, 132, 152, 214, 282, 364, 377, 392, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 663, 692, 761 
Operations avast Vicksburg, :Miss\-. - 2225.22. 522<o8s ads. coe ee ck ga 34, 35 
Sinking of, by Vicksburg batteries, May 27, 1863............. 37-44, 56, 109, 278 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Construction of U. 8. vessels at. 


Communications from Joseph Brown. ..2.. 202. 2.005 0.00 So de 366 

Reports of : Es 
PL OLUCTs gee ae See Ne eek, eters bee hap eee eee itn ots Sa ee 756 
SRIRCHE| OR aaa le 5 hard aeeeee 627, 641, 767, 768 
Waval rendez vous:at. . Orders of Ds .D_-Ponteri? eres sl. 20S. ek. 373 

Purchase of light-draft vessels at. Reports of 

Pennock Awe Mire tern eke Mie nic Se OEE Oke SEE 2 15 
OLUCE mtb eer eee eee en PRA oe ote ARO RE nie Oe Cm 704 
City of Memphis, U. S. hospital boat. Mentioned................ 11, 125, 140, 160 
Rela ek ON MT Osees MONT OIE ence oc a aca ween ere dee ake SEE 487 
itamisell SLeamer aM entloned storia nei Se eh See a es re 578 


Clara Dolsen, U.S. 8. 
Mentioned.. 146, 179, 194, 219, 366, 379, 423, 424, 427, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 


IRestOrmtiGOlOl-.60; OM MEER a. Pere GF mene ane.» tenn). creed a eR SIOe 730, 731 
Sianawhoe.,scveamer.. Mentioned ence t cen) maemo» 2 Ise eter. RA ag 173 
iarkewaluamen., “Mentioned: so.2. 2. 20 «bee ees pa Ra ate ee 287 
lave op PUllotin . MONMONCH.<,.cmisis< eae -< aasine Poe murt Meee AORas Se, os 356 
i ayCOM TCO Well ss NLeNWONCMee = sires Holes era Seen eRe 781 
Clements, Joseph C. Mentioned..............-...--.--.-! Reiners Serer 700 
Mivgeoroanen. poelzure Ol, July, (863 520cce2 ao cee once nese eee en neoes 273-276 


Coast Survey, U.S. 
Communication from Navy Department, U. S., recommending that sur- 


veys and maps of Western rivers be made by...........----- 590 
Work performed by party detailed from, for duty on Western waters. 
Communication from Navy Department, U.S........-..-..-------- 668 
Repent .olD sD Lorterans-.2.2o- eee eeeoeine «,- Sihettsmee ~2 em Ssete 544 
Semeatas James UH. Menioned.._-. 0. osoccn.> = -Peiauinehe . 1) 724, 725, 735, 764 
Cobb a Luoniad Mi we Men UlOned ae ace ete eae eee er Pe sk ae 35 
CGodmaireo-= Mentioned. 25.2 ...-2- 30 ee ee ei 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427 
Baay, LORIss.) MEMIONCI 5 conc ccan tee cit cet eo perce: a cermanh nea biel tee 42 
mere es ee MOH ONE Dee oe aciejaw iene ao andre eo aoe ret EME Gl aio e 514 
erireis Wllista 1. MODUODCO .cc05h oie ons 5 rsa ance enmtteaes osnte cons 43 
Pols, Stephen 6... Mentioned. <0... daar ae Bb + se Cin Babine oles 729 
Coleman, Ferdinand T. 
IMINO & 4. oR ee SoBe So ses Se arererac elo ain doen lee pera 701, 702 
Report of damages received by U. S. S. Mound City, engagement with 
Vicksburg batteries, May 22, 1863...............----------- 5 


Coleman, Gilbert L, Mentioned....-.-csveccrrerereeererecrsecccccceree 43 
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Page. 
Coleman, Silas)B5)-Mentionedizces tj 2 ie eee 701, 702 
Cole’s Creek, Miss. Affairs in vicinity of. 
@rdem of TieAm Greet nee eee eee eee ee eee 566 
Report of Selim E.sWoodworthss woscae. sce. O12 Gee ieee eee 74 
Collier, Allen, Steamer. See Allen Collier, Steane: 
Collins; George: S.a Mentioned s----.22----- oss eee ee ee 659 
Collum, Richard S. Mentioned... gee eee Olona 
Commerce, Miss. Seizure of nee Barcks ae J aly 2, 1863. breve of 
Sele Phelpss feiss = 2.2 oct. ea ee eee ee eee 221-223 
Commercial sSteamers, Mentioned: 2. --- re eee 613, 779 
Compton;* Gologel Ss Mentioned : si. ..55.30. 2h. Wet 398 
Conestoga, U.8.S. 
Condition“ofs. 4: oss 5200355 SaG i. 0s ea. ae a ee eee 4,132 
Expeditions in 
Red, Black, and Ouachita rivers, February 29—March 5, 1864.....-. 787-789 
Red, Black, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, July 12-20, 1863......... 263-271 
Mentioned Soacceasce se aje eens 107, 146, 157, 179, 191, 203, 217, 219, 336, 368, 379, 


387, 422, 427, 507, 546, 552, 562, 609, 638, 642, 692, 714, 727, 747, 754, 769 
Operations at 


Morgan Bend, Las and -vieinity. oss -ss=e ee aS eee 734, 736 
Skipwith’s Landing’and -vicinitysass 1122 see eee ee eee ee 591 
Ward Weloitees UGGS). < sepbogasocencsion Sabor se ASae Ce es I ae 369 
Ordersf{ormOVeEMentss so Ie ae ccc eters sia alare etalon eee ee ee 389 
Seizure and release of steamer Sweden, September 16, 1863............ 429 
Seizure of cotton, etc., by...-.--.-.-- 5 Sees 47285 74757 Gar TOR Te 
Seizure of steamers Sieden ana Tillie ecee ro Ssedh Peer aoe 513-516 
Congress, U. S. Act jen aids Western gunboat fleet from War to Navy 
Department. 22-5 -2 252. -- iat) See 559 
Conley, Countess, Sioa en Contin Peale Sanne 
Conner, Asgill. Mentioned Dads Saems on settee. 2 SRS OE Rea. 2 eee 236, 310, 333 
Connor; Nov 2; Steamer,” Mentioned <<a. 2. 5. 92 een ee ee 443 
Oonrad, C.-A. Mentioned. 2. o..<c. 22s vse auc uence eee ee 122, 123 
Continental, Steamer. 
Grounding of, o1f, Bayou Goula, Vans seseee ee 2. ee. oe 395, 396 
Mentlonedis sce ste oisiclats cis atisiarcie crete nie Ho ee oie as SOO 621, 735 
Contrabands. Correspondence regarding............ 73, 75, 93, 164, 323, 327, 338, 456 
Convoy duty. Orders and correspondence regarding. . 201, 340, 372, 535, 547, 549, 550 
Gonvoy. No.2, Steamer, * Purchase ofudt aces te so eee eee cee 741 
Cook, Thomas. Correspondence with G. Morton...............-....--... 515 
Cooke, Augustus P. Mentioned..... Is. tet MNS Bete ae teSe 390, 395, 396 
Cooke, Philip St. George. Mentioned........................-: 531, 573, 587, 707 
Coombs); John 0." ‘Mentioned 2yoocse ea. Soe 2a eee eee ee 660 
Cooper, James, “Mentioned i. sn. 22 ial 3a. oa ee Rae: ee ee 43 
Cooper, Samuel. Correspondence with 
Pemberton; J? Gi ssccen os comets Cones Oe ee 6k Src aerec ok een oe lil 
Surith, Hy Kirby scsi s scex ceese ase ae Seen ae eet eee 234 
Corbett, Edwin... Mentioneds< fis... 2c ene oe cee 406, 410 
Corcoran, Thomas Es. Mentioneds a. .csmccccn ene eee nee eee 42 
Cornyn, Florence M. Mentioned... -_!--.<_2..-....4- sateen 130 
Cosby; George:..B.) Mentioned scarcer ste een ers Sere ee ee 291, 292 
Cotton, }' Cr SPSy “Mentioned. haen kt oF ah Te eee 773 


* Unidentified. + Formerly the Mary T., which see. 
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; Page. 
Roun p Correspondence OeANdING. 5 ooo oletiacns swale ak denn sme doce cee 169, 398, 


426, 428, 444, 503, 505, 513, 514, 520, 531, 535-538, 552, 582, 589, 597, 617, 
634, 652, 653, 663, 672-674, 722-729, 733, 735, 747, 765, 768-771, 787 


Cotton Plant, Steamer. Meaioned martes Pe eters rca SRN eS coe ek Aine 134, 286 
Coulson, Wexhinwton REM ON MOUNT Moron. Stitch wx v5 wag 3 Ses, aoe aeeees 659 
Bmumcens, oweamer MOntiOned <5. ccc. e~ occ x ecca sca cock ash da amc 704, 715 
Countess Conley, Steamer. Mentioned.................0...-.-2.2-2--2. 143 
Courts-martial. 
Staff officers as members of. Views of D. D. Porter.................... 602 
Volunteer officers as members of. Request of D. D. Porter for informa- 
RGGI GUTOMMICU POL cb ce cone whee itt tic oon. aw ciwdio evict 425 
Couthouy, Joseph P. 
Bppninie to command Uz 5.9. Orage: ...... ..0 «ses oe ea cgy oon eee 272 
Eerremmondoneauviul 1. LOURKEY ..0.. 2c .- orcs aes. bee Ak teen eS eee 451 
Mentioned.............. 315, 380, 427, 448, 450, 507, 562, 597, 598, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Reports of. 
Argus and Robert Fulton, Confederate steamers. Capture and 
DUECITIO FOL OCLODELY/ aL S Oa seca mace ck etnies eae ae eee 452, 459 
Cotton. Seizure of........ Bre sR Gaetan Paras 2 582 
Osage, U.S. 8. Disaster to, J aly ue “1863... HS ay eas APPT notre mitt 325 
WEBS Saye ea a ba Sg a OR Fes ig as be ab dd oe oe Aa 619 
Covington, U.S.S. (No. 25). 
SICH (OLCOR VON UME cece Ree nen aR INS See ce coc eee 184, 193 
Assistance rendereduWs S19. Paw LaWe o<ce enc cae o- os = oe eee pe OLAS 
Gord iflontOheeess ee ees Saas oe > SS ee A. ae ees 527 
iord’Georse Pe -appomted' toi command 2s 7385, 53-455 Sse eo tes eee 184 
Mentioned Aans Ree het ier eke, Raced oe HOw 140, 146, 179, 183, 185, 187, 


192, 194, 196, 204, 209, 212, 219, 225, 233, 261, 262, 279, 323, 330, 336, 339, 
379, 427, 436, 507, 517, 546, 562, 609, 638, 643, 686, 692, 754, 775, 778, 783 


Operations in Menuesees Rae bgt. SABRE NSE Ha Se 130 
Seizure of steamer Eureka by, J ne 2, 1863. BOBS IE: 32 ae ttre RR as ies 221-223 
Cox, Jacob D. Correspondence with 
BI SiGe PAR NS. wo meeeiemees 5.4 a See. Sc ae beets aa ecebe ee 465 
ECC hil el ony. eee toe eae het oie an aicowtis SER OLE © pation ieee eta cae 465 
Tepsayaie. IE). 1D). pee oe ee be eee ae RR Con LOE RS 257 
MoxmNicholasaN.. Mentioned =. 2-222 42-cnceees a eet des celdeches 257, 324, 464, 508 
Coyle, Joseph C. 
ondinned 49: 050. 2250: 146, 179, 219, 336, 380, 427, 507, 562, 610, 638, 692, 754 
epoOninomoperailOons: 1k OHIO, Bly Cle emp rrees et acaaiet= =l=pe a terest et 509 
WOZZON SAG me MOntON CMe aces seenaere n= = oases soe ae ane a 531 
Crandall, John R. 
Men IONE Le een. - RRC ee ae ee cae Se ne leeerieey a 147, 180, 220, 337, 380, 696, 727 
Report of depredations committed by Mississippi Marine Brigade at 
Sih dGsap ly IDR Aenea eae sock eoonaameeor seule Sore Seen ad See 729 
Beane 8.1 Mentioned 2) ites ecco we sees spe cess enclose wadasieee Re: - 517 
Craven, Pe MICO LONGO seme ects oy. ate 125 e EIA eRe nee apuaesee 197 
Creasman, William B. Report of occupation of Yazoo City, Miss., by 
Rederaluiorcess I Ulysl 3 1 S635. c eae ace ae ene Eee -i-7e 291 


Creelsboro, Ky. Expedition in Cumberland River to, December 22, 1863, 
to January 3, 1864. 
Communications from 
Dogs; de leaarans 5 ane oSede sesso Odor tesic Je Dee ara Deere 647 
PULCH MOROY 22s eras roo PRS Way ace ARs eR Ries ws Fee ee en eee 647 


* Known officially as U. S. S. Elk. 
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Creelsboro, Ky.—Expedition in Cumberland River to, December 22, 1863, 


to January 3, 1864—Continued. 


Reports of Page. 
(0) 0) 0 3(alines Wt aaa a oS OSA Ane Roan onsale Sain de codon osos5.: 650 
Unie eed bios MON ar rics Geen toceIUGS A SH aaah Roe BOnSdae hanes congas ss 646 
Glasstord!, SARs a. ers terre arcane ee tele an en ee er te eee 650 
Porter? DPD eee ae ae a ee a IS enn 647 
Creole, Belle, Steamer. See Belle Creole, Steamer. 
Crescent City, Steamer. 
Firing upon, by battery at Island No. 82, May 18, 1863...............-- 4 
Mentioned Vices see cece oe esl este ee ere eo aia ctcl ot eraneeene ata ea rere 200, 514, 532 
Cricket, U.S. 8S. (No. 6). 
Cooperation with army forces in Tennessee River, October 10 to Decem- 
Deri owl 863 cscscmesccses cts . 478, 480, 481, 485, 486, 490-493, 495 
Cooperative eepedinienst in a Whita and Little ‘Red rivers, Ark., August 
8-17, USGS. ccs sone sae pace ea seme es 348, 352- 356, 359, 360, 362, 363 
Engagement near Goodrich’s Landing, La., June 29, 1863.............- 210 
Expedition up Red, Black, and Ouachita rivers, February 29-March 5, 
WS G4 Saisie cincimie eine alolele/aiolsveretare: aie tee a chats ee nee omnes cece eee 787-789 
Mentioned2t.ca. cre sac ose oe ean eee 132, 146, 157, 170, 179, 187, 196, 219, 
226, 327, 336, 367, 379, 427, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 642, 679, 692, 754, 768 
Seizure of Cotton by... ste ee sted marcel vate = le eens ean eee 769 
Cricket. No..4,* Steamer, — Mentioned 22-2 2-5 ease eee ee 704, 715 
Crocker, Marcellus M. 
Correspondence: with WoM- -Ramsay- 22-2 seen. ss se =e ee 445 
Mi critioned! 5.353 oe aes ee 385, 395, 400, 444, 447, 513, 516, 523 
Crook, Geovps. WM omtioned.......<c2.. 45 «< sn seen oleae ee ee 497 
Cropsey, Andrew J. 
Mentioned: 333: 22s. ca8: S23. 508. 2aa. aa Pe eee ees Bee een eee 649 
Report of expedition up Cumberland River to Creelsboro, Ky., Decem- 
ber 22, 1863, to January 3, 1864... 650 
Cumberland River. 
Destruction of distilleries on. Report of Le Roy Fitch................ 641 
Disposition of vessels in. Reports of 
Bitchy hGsROy ed toa sas cnet staat teen 126, 145, 159, 223, 580 
Pennock) Ac Mas. < sasarrosarstideicis cece oot See ee ee 159 
Operations in. 
Communications from 
Ritch, he: Roys saschosacexcicce ote te 553 
Grant, UnS25s52xee aaaatou ncaa a nae ee 535, 548, 553, 630 
Meigs; MiG. sore iaac cetacean ee ee ee eee ee 504, 564 
Porter; DsiD 35 Saree ccna se ae oa ees 50.9 bose Sk eee 541, 681 
Basin, Pcs! ose A. 58 leer ee 593, 594 
Read; Hréderich..3. 2 smu scetase xa cesode cece eee a eee 570 
Woolfolk, A. Osescoaze. ace suis anon oolee dake Cee ee ee 530 
Orders and instructions. 
Fitch, Le Roybass .Secceegeee ate ae a eae oe ee 534, 535, 547 
Halleck, He W cs ostcn; asics noe Pee our SMe ae ne ee ee 504 
Navy Department, U.55. sc. Sci ae 2 Bh eae ele 0 505 
Reports of 
Allen, Robert..i..s<e0s0% os cose see ote ee 564 
Bowers). I Sisscscewesanenceeeee eee saddeascoe cee weer 548, 549, 554 


* Known officially as Tallahatchie. 
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Cumberland River—Continued. 
Operations in—Continued. 
Reports of Page. 
Fitch, Le Roy... 127, 534, 546, 548, 549, 554, 555, 563, 570, 579-582, 586, 592, 
594, 608, 612, 613, 629-631, 644, 658, 659, 716, 720, 721, 733, 743, 746, 752 


SUSI bd NN en ee ee ee es 730, 745 
Una SUS Be cy fe SE ye 8 ae 505, 614 
SHOCK GG tS eA ee tane MOI Ome Ts jc ee ee 555 


See also Creelsboro, Ky. Expedition to, December 22, 1863, to January 3, 
1864, pp. 646-651. 


Organization of landing party from vessels in.................2..-- 658, 659, 681 
Beimaaten Cups POn LINES e SoS One doe Gawcinn Saat bitin. ~ sh aeieert 743, 746 
ermauuprem, Captain. Mentioned. ......<..:-...-sadee) suis. eusews 448 
Cunningham, J. A. Correspondence with D. D. Porter................... 515 
Curlew, U.S.S. (No. 12). 
Assistance rendered Steamer Lady Pike, December 14, 1863............ 633 
Attack upon Confederates on Arkansas shore near Islands Nos. 67 and 68, 
Mississippi River us URE: Sol 8O3s5. s50528cees ek ctises toe ee 160 
(CRDISE HTL Ro SEG) C2 a ee es hs AAD a ls Gr Se Nee 237 
Destruction of property by expedition from, near Island No. 63, Missis- 
Ripple hiver dane. 1S63e. 4. os och acetate aie <M uiei aeS 157, 158 
Expedition in the Red, Bink, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, July 12-20, 
UB GSe cae eect coe wiaciccsticoe aN een ee ae ae ete 264-271 
H. B. O’Neill appointed to succeed commanding officer, R. A. Turner, 
LOU tan Sie are “cs eR SE a oe) Ree ee 384 
See Ee eee ee ee 142, 146, 156, 170, 179, 187, 196, 219, 


226, 262, 264, 266, 328, 336, 364, 369, 376, 379, 383, 400, 426, 427, 497, 498, 
507, 516, 546, 562, 566, 583, 589, 609, 619, 638, 642, 667, 692, 715, 754, 775 


Moy CIMeDtsOlsae tens. aaa 1520, 4 A SSS anes dee a nee ee 657 
Operations 
baa Leheze WIR cand: VACINIbY.0.<sn0 -cetane tae cere es oo een 331 
neWihite: River and Vicinity ses cnc sec Aoeeee pA- - ceases 141 
Orders for movements..........- 318, 332, 388, 402, 407, 520, 567-569, 584, 596, 620 
Currie, George E. Mentioned................ 77-79, 147, 180, 220, 337, 380, 382, 413 
Raeye DaviGeH., MViCntOned 2. 2. soe seen. de ti ae oh ia eseismeeeeseise + 47 
nce Laem CIOL ONEG sec. erro asec Sa scre e cteia ia = haiciniain siege ai greiei sie 270 
Me UEb Is eS ATO bye Ee MeN GlONCO sa 6 cya niet ~ Saini wn, y= wines eae loci 656 


Cypress Bend, Ark. 
Affairs in vicinity of. Reports of 


CONS) Boe Ses eo aes eR Meee Bea Cerne See ore ORR CES ae oe 464. 
IENSCO Mets ral UN le sees ey Ae Cee an ee I A eee OR 211 
meapemenb at. Report Ole Nini onnells oe acto te) a tesayeiereinier= mr 211 
MuGaLaylor, oteamens Mentioned 2) ---- -. 2 -rd = - - - anieiei emies = *ie)niel> ie 198 
Dahlgren, Charles B. Mentioned. ........-.--------.------+++++2-ee+-0- 279 
Dahlgren, John A. 
Correspondence with O. C. Badger....----------- 0202 -5-0-- ==: ema aae 168 
INI OIINEC oe iS SOOM EC S DEAE OP DAR Since TRO SEL Ore ae ae 111, 307 
Rialto U0 Sa Mentioned: fred ii gee i 8a neon e's 132, 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Piney aonb. MCNUONED 2c. n-ne > caren «Anes 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
altompbeter. a Mentone dasa cn aac mien eae = ye einin ale cin as Beinn 43 
Daly, William. Mentioned..........-..- +2: s-5s00+ secede csc elec nsec eee 720 
DaizelieRome Mentioned... 2 2-- «2 nen. e te i ee oe 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427 
DanawOharles: As. Mentioneds sg. .c6--2-cs easier apaisinyins- = = = -i0-/= =le/= 52, 147 


* Unidentified. 
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Dana, Napoleon J. T. Page. 
Mentionsd os tie Sieyoos esa SS eile, so Sere ee aT os I au acne nee 504, 523, 526 
Report of action near Morganza, La., September 29 8632s ee oe 439 

Davidson, John W. 

Mentioned.....- 207, 261, 305, 323, 330, 350, 352, 354, 356, 359-361, 3638, 387, 415, 416 
Report of operations in White and Little Red rivers, Ark., August 8-17, 
1868. Seerccee Sous pods ci dae oe oe ees aoe eet ee 349, 357, 358 

Davidson, Max T. 

Oorrespondencelwiths Martine’ Smiths Seyeee ere eee eee 118 
Report of intercepted Federal dispatches.-.-.--....-22----25.---------- 118, 119 

Davis.Mr>, Mentionedss.-.:2 2. =2,-h onset ee ee te Le Se ase Sea 331 

Davis; Charles; H.. Mentioned... -s2.5s5.yan-2 eae en ae ee er 110 

Davis;.Georpe la. Mentioned. ..52se 0a. -- 52 ee eee ee eee eee 462 

Davis, Jeff, Steamer. See Jeff Davis, Steamer. 

Davison; JuS Mentioned :.2--.-.- oc. se ae ee eee eee 313 

Dawes, Mentioned......... eS RS Be, Je ee 455 

Day, Henry M. “Mentioned xt sisi eset ee ee et ee ec ee eer 401 


Dayton, L.M. For correspondence as aid-de-camp. See Sherman, W. T. 
Dean, Alice, Steamer. See Alice Dean, Steamer. 


Dean, Thaddeus'S “Mentioned 22. 22 Jie fees oe eee eee 672, 673 
Deardoff, George. Mentioned...............-... i BEIS eet S Le PN Bie ee 780 
Defenbaugh, Stephens" Mentioned== =. a. s2— = se = oe ee eee 208 
Degelman, Charles F. Mentioned... Soe eo oa ea Se 47 
De Kalb, Baron, U.8.8. See Baron De Kalb. U. is <a 
Delta, Steamer: Mentionedsc.4 ssasgs esas atinsseoo soe oo oe See ee 678 
Dennis, Elias S. 
CorrespomdencerwashiWr Sis Gran tae sos sce tases eee eye trae 90 
IMemtiome der se sae sce tie ote or he co he Oe See TE oe aE RA er 104, 212, 236 
Depredations. General order of D. D. Porter regarding. ...............-- 701 


See also Mississippi Squadron and Mississipyi Marine Brigade. 
De Russy, Fort. See Fort De Russy, La. 
De Tar, Theodore. Mentioned. a ocdtase cbs bore Se Re eee 359 
Des Arc, Ark. 
Burning of property and seizure of citizens at, August 13, 1863. 


Bxtractsiomulosor Us Saon Mexinotonsesss sn see eee eee 362 
Reports of 
Bache, (Gr Maccaete toss. See ieee See ee ee 354 
Eberhard, GA... 2 skeSaccnbom es ucaet hae - ee we 359 
Expedition to, for restriction of trade. Report of 8. L. aa ea Fe 635 
De Soto, U.S.S. Mentioned. . SSrcas Neos. eee CaS eee 528 
Berne Oe ldenbue a Mentioned... Sees {SSSEo US See eee C ee 
Dew Drop, Steamer. Burning of, in Suutow er Rive Clete a eee 134, 136, 286 
Diana, Steamers Mentionedde.aaqsese Acetic ee eee 442, 460, 500 
Diana, UPiSsiSaCMiaVie 5.)s Mentioned ssc es eee 147, 180, 220, 337, 380, 697 
Dickey, John H., Steamer. See John H. Dickey, Steamer. 
Dikeent  Steamen, eMentioned ease cee ee ne eee ee 286, 626 
Diserens, Albert-D. ss Mentioned fares senses eee. ac eee eee ee 659 
Diurnal, U.S. transport. Sinking of, in White River, Ark................ 417 
Divine; Thomas: Mentioned sc cesetace seccce sees Cee nee eee 514 
Doan, Thomas C. 
Correspondence with Dy Dy Porterses.s5.2 sens Sees eee ee eee 392 
Mentioned iiege concn SRE SOS RE GSES ESE Dee ee ee 151 
Doane, William H. Correspondence with D. D. Porter ................... 371 


Dobbin; ArchibaldsS Mentioned seems es ae een ee 181 
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Page 

Der Beatty oteamer. | Mentioned... <0. << <<.. coc ove ss edavews. 2h. 264 
Dodge, Grenville M 

Correspondence with W..T. Sherman... 02. ccc ec sea cn sede Sih eecde 472, 476 

NN wi esc e eee E tinie woe woe age om ce 129, 197, 205, 322, 482, 765 

Report of operations in Tennessee River.................2.022-222-00-- 761 


Dolsen, Clara, U.8.S. See Clara Dolsen, U.S. 8. 
Dominy, Cyrenius. 


IMG TUtH ON GCieE eens rears Spain esi anal erm Deel heres nena oes URE 146, 
_ 179, 196, 219, 278, 336, 380, 427, 507, 562, 571-573, 610, 623, 638, 692, 754 
Reports of. : 
Helena cnn pag Ati alts AnwWd CITY, Olesya cen aicdeicin ode meeisis2 2 181 
Signal, U.S.S. . 
Atiack upon, November, 1868 sss sessed ewer 8... eee 571 
Imjuries to, result of striking a snag tevese ses Se; See 3 
Donaldson, James L. Correspondence with Le Roy Fitch. Ree me bs en ee 647 
Donaldson, Oliver. 
VNC TAL GNER CCA Oty Ste exc rm sche ST Sp open Siero. 550s EEE Ss SELLE AE 92, 182 
Report of condition of U..S..S. Carondelet..2is¢ x sce. tce ees). -.sicet 29 


Donaldsonville, La. 
Affairs in vicinity of. 
Orders and instructions. 


DudleysaNs A Miata. .8 33 als ber eons tk ate at 366 

Porter ee Dike peesarie,. Le Aes ern de mete her > 5 thd 8 373 

DO MBONCEELLODErEY PEAS Shan. te esiN. ke DSM Sop fae Vs 2 Se acs 511 
Reports of 

TS) CaN Ws OE Saal iter ae er eet Si ere eee ie AE Re Oe 366 

POWNEENO WL ODOltss.. = senocee tas 5 2a eee ane ee See 364, 


395, 424, 441, 443, 461, 542, 587, 588, 706 
Raid upon telegraph station opposite, September 23, 1863. Reports of 


TEES KO sea en) eae ee eee See wa cae ee ety EE eee NS I 2 OP Be 433 
Spite Wes Ls Sener Recs eee ot eee ett ot 433 
EROAVAIB TIC MPEVOU CR Ga sorte fccist ae oe Ee EN, eS A ee ws 432 
Wooley Wawerd:) (Mentioned: 4. an.cnacio0- See ee ae See ae  S a 51 
striata OH we MemiOneG a Aa mess oe oe Sean Ce Se aL ee 190 
Doty, Meri tioned esc ternra cto ae tae, Se Se eee Rabe 453 
PP PLOGUMS Leaneh wy ML CHULOMCG ame. oo. e eis ccnp AEs Pee = pees oe 143 
Doughty, Thomas. 
IW Hest OT) C Came eee Se oye eas or tet sth Se Reoatels  e Siere Mis ps ae 450, 453-455 
Report of capture and burning of Confederate steamers Argus and Robert 
IPN Lomi MOCTOUeGH EMS Osea Asa epis aetna ae kes ee 451 
DourlaseMrs Mentioned s3ss-ee-2-cr come a oe ase. 2.48 eee aoa 568 
MD GVCMOLCAINCT: eI MCItIONCG joe ee ens 2nd 3 oie resyncnio ce ete 286, 530, 565, 592, 593, 671 
DOVGte leaner MeMUOMe diem sonsaacres csp icin aioe na eit td eos este 143 
MowmpaAndrewu. Mentioned 2 ee ssseclsee bininie oe eae Ales cree Res ee 42 
Movloma oti guMientioned . accent eict=.n:.,-1010 ae a EE eat we 516 
Dudley, Nathan A. M. 
ommespongomee, wit Wi. 0 NIsh@s 02. trop ninns ieee a ae oe 365, 366 
INIT ON Ke beep Goce ACGO TA Ge ee CON ORDO Anne ic Ae aes Aton cise bc iy Seas oe 364 
Pelle, SiR < os os seme ade CobE pease aOCCOd EOC OS SAE Dek Ane enRe 594, 595, 631 


Duke, Grand, Steamer. See Grand Duke, Steamer. 
Dunavant, Alex. H. 
IMGINT@DCE!. . nce cSeRe ee dea tQU0 AAO OUON ged Ger.c.3 A eee rere 531 
Statement regarding prisoners captured at Island No. 18.......-..-.---- 532 
Munibaresveamens aVenWoOned..-acsene ce cre eens eee hee cee 742 
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Page. 
Dunbar} W...H. >Mentioned=s-- 9-4-0, 2oees ee eee eee 582 
Dunbar’s Plantation, Miss. Seizure of cotton at. Report of J. P. Cou- 
(10Y0)) hi dees ein Seis ORME Rennie Comat mor Sh Doe 55 scone ono = 582 
Duncan, Mire Vcnblon ed ape se ee ee ere etree 403, 422, 663, 697 
Duncan, Emma, Steamer. See HZmma Duncan, Steamer. 
Duncan; H:; Pex Mentioned a2: ee ace soa rs ese ee ee 726 
Duncan, James KL, | Mentioned So ee ee mrs ne oie reel eee 789 
Duncan, Stephen-~. Mentioned £7556: es ee ee ee 460 
Dunham, Robert T. 
Correspondenceswath Ne Be. Banks cece e-eeeeeeie e 415 
Menitionédavi®,. soa gions cies «sane Se ee ee 440, 441 
Dunn, BlishasW. “Mentioned=....-.-:-s2--- -2-e- ee - Go eee eee 238, 589 
Dunn, Martin. Correspondence with A. M. Pennock............--------- 151 
Dunnineton;, John. W.. Mentioned seasa- sias2see 2 5-2 eee 354, 383 
DutPont; Samuel... MentionedS 22.6. face se see - ee ee 307 
Dwight CharlesiC. = Mentioned ie ae.je eee ae 2S sesee,s Soares cles 455 
Dwight; William... Mentioned so 9-c1te foe ra 45 
Dyer, Captain. Correspondence with G. L. Fort...................---.---- 599 
Beedle airchild, Wise sais Mab.) ae Mentioned uses eerie 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Hads iJ dmesvB.. Men tionedases cece eer nels staceee = e 185, 529, 530 
Eagle, Spread, Steamer. See Spread Eagle, Steamer. 
Easton, Langdon C. Correspondence with M. C. Meigs............--..... 699 
Eastport, Miss. Crossing of army under W. T. Sherman at. See Tennessee 
River. Cooperation of naval force with the army in, October 10- 
December 13, 1863. 
Eastport, U.S.S. 
Condition: Of 35 <2 sansa ana de nee = neta nes es ee = er eee 183, 689 
Mentioned. ih cee tee eek Flinsch ee eee 96, 146, 153, 167, 170, 171, 


179, 186, 194, 195, 203, 205, 219, 221, 222, 230, 273, 321, 322, 336, 349-351, 
379, 427, 436, 507, 514, 546, 562, 609, 621, 623, 638, 642, 643, 651, 692, 754 


Operations 
At Helena, Ark., and vicinity...................- 260, 262, 305, 338, 339, 552 
At VacontawArk and ViGInity Ge. saeco. se eee Oe ee ee 535-538 
Tn Mississippi River. ..5 .2..d eee 3< nodes eee ee 224 
In) Wihiite River Ark andicvicinity.c ss. 24.65 s55 eee ee 330 
Ebenezer,” Steamers Mentioned) -a-escs 2252) eae ee 146 
Eberhart, Gustavus A. 
Mentioned . <1 2555 Gav ese See ee See oe ae ee ee ee 358, 361 
Report of operations in White and Little Red rivers, Ark., August 8-17, 
186325 Sao. see SESE ow dc oO Eocene ree Peer 359 
Ector, Matthew Ds. Mentioned escent saa omteate oe ee ee 516 
Eddy, Asher-R. Mentioned. .cnese ab ain stewais se = rece So 381 
Edgar,-William. |Mentioned 21 ss2-ce~.c.00.- 5oe eee ee ee 63, 148 
wdmonston, Samuely -Mentionedta. 2... -cceee = a= acres rene eee 532 
Edward J.Gay, Steamer; Mentioneds .2.5...-+.- sm. asses eee eee 286, 756 
Edwards, Arthur, Mentioned’ 32cceacer cscs eS ee 699, 700, 741 
Edwards, W. I. Mentioned t. 22 mcths ssn see see ace oe ee neers 292 
Eighth District Mississippi Squadron. 
DNS Of: 2)... os ow Sais e essed sem cine aaa sto a ao et een eee een eee 378 
Organization’ of landinp partyaOieseees wees cere eee ene ee 658, 659, 681 
Vessels ‘attached. tO. <5. sotsac areca veep rats 1-1 eee 379, 643 
Elis; [U7 S.8: (No: 47.) “Mentioned eecense one oa ewes eae eee 704, 715 


* Known officially as U. 8. 8. Tawah, which see. t Formerly the Countess. 


INDEX. | 811 


Ellet, Alfred W. Page. 
Correspondence with 

Se aR omens naan Sees a 5 ok wins aa son duxaubivuaite wadbee eet 729 

tee ce ee inn in ae Cs cca ues ee 227 

RMD OP tet Reo xe PSs ks oD Ad ose oe bY oh HERR 78 

evolleek wks MAN Aon. Sta: ee Pee hte awe Se ASE 25 


Memeee NP RD. 5 2. tale Berek okt dia oueelslcas 90; 260, 287-900-319 
War Departuent. UCBs. isi. 25h. ik. bide 12. Sse ck cok... 188, 296, 301 
NA PN te tetra nin Mic adams Aled in 86, 87, 95, 140, 147, 176, 180, 198, 213, 214, 
220, 295, 298-300, 302, 303, 306, 311, 343, 370, 380, 551, 558, 693, 750, 785 
Reports of. 
Austin, Miss. Engagement near, and burning of, May 24, 1863..... 127-129 
Bolivar, Miss. Capture of Confederate paymasters and funds at.... 382 
Goodrich’s Landing, Ark. Operations of Marine Brigade at, June 30, 


ESBS rane eee oe Societe RO ene ae ae ae aR oe 215 
Lake Providence, La. Affairs in vicinity of.....................- 236 
Marion, Ark. Expedition to, and transportation of troops, May 1-9, 
ES Gea epee cine ie ec SO ick ci en AED A Sere eer. pea 149 
Mississippi Marine Brigade. Depredations committed by.......... 726-730 
Richmond, La. 
A'CiIOn MeALNIUNe Ay 18635 cs6 ee Poe oe eee 175 
PAC HENITR MDE ACS Soe erick Coe © ae Mae ie kar eek Le 201 
Vicksburg, Miss. Operations against, May 19-July 4, 1863......... 77,79 
Ellet, Charlies Rivers. 
WEALTH OLMOCTODEL 20 1 1GG0sh « conc se ces oe fei a ick nee ote Bee 301 
Montioned..cossesise 02). Se sede «Ave nlskos: 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Ellet, John A. 
Men iiomed as esecw so. cc st ceca See es Seles oe 88, 89, 97, 143, 179, 219, 336, 380, 427 
Correspondence with 8: i, Wood worth... 02.022 0.22. .2i2 aes seis. sees 89 
Reports of. 
Simmesport, La. Engagement near, June 3, 1863................. 155 
Swatzerland,, Ellet rami sCondition.0l....<-¢.4so22.-2..8 sense eee 227 
HIS GOOFS CMW. sy MENTONE ...2cescse aw sei de oe cat Nelms GNe sone se 597 
PS PemMUCL Sp MENHONCE ss5c.c0n0 sas ois wel ohs so HSE ew 786 
mitiss Richard) ‘Mentionedtitosss-sesess far g5% ace se i Saga ere aes So5.05 429 
Ellis Cliffs, Miss. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of John Pearce.......... 621 
Elmira, Steamer. Capture of, July 18, 1863.............. 263-265, 267, 269-271, 506 
Eltringham, Robert J. Mentioned...................--..-. 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Emerald, Steamer. 
Firing upon, at mouth of Red River, November 18, 1863 ........... 570, 572, 574 
Meng OR Gdee re eke Reet s oie tbat a pease eet Se ote eee aes se niy's Sates 584 
Emma Bett, Steamer. Burning of, in Sunflower River.............. 134, 135, 286 
mma Boyd, Steamer: Mentioned. ..-. 2.2.2... ..s0es2- seid + 2% 651, 735, 739, 764 
Emma Brown,* Steamer. Mentioned................-..-.- 564, 641, 704, 715, 720 
imma Duncas,jotesmer, Mentioned, . 2-5: 2<deericieei-- ceeei-eis ase s 169 
viaatis NGO Sear, @ MOD ONE. oschc0 ie dae o nanos odie eee ennnvina deena dw 484 
Mmm erson, Charles Mentloned.< oco2-<coee seine a cinjos Season te Saas 532 
Empress, Steamer. 
Correspondence regarding detention of, at Nachez, Miss................- 444-449 
IWenitloned seers ee rs Aare acs ote a tiare e'cieraras eRe eNO cinta ie, aye 520, 584 


Epperson, W. J. See Yazoo City, Miss., Mayor of. 
Era, Golden, Steamer. See Golden Era, Steamer. 


* Known officially as U. 8. S. Gazelle, which see. 
+ Known officially as U. 8. S. Hastings, which see, 
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Era, New, U.S.S. See New Era, U.S.S. Page. 
Erickson, Conrad.) ‘Memtiomed Sosy te eet eee eae 513 
Ericsson, John. Mentioned ?.. Janse scence oo eases oe etter eae eens -- 529, 559 
Essex, U.S.8. 

Condition olyse set mases see ee tema ae 342, 373, 376, 379, 427, 507, 519, 543 

Mentionede sus sae teictne sone or 343, 546, 562, 567, 609, 638, 642, 692, 737, 754 

Operations at Donaldsonville, La., and vicinity.........-.. 364-366, 389-391, 395, 

396, 424, 432, 441, 443, 461, 462, 511, 542, 587-589, 671-673, 675, 706, 773 

Orders ‘for Movements fr Ao AS Ae rere ave win a rete ew srs rerere oie yates @ See ee 342 
Essex JUNIO‘, Us on 5 Condition, Ols2ee- seme ste fae ee a ere eee 396, 397 
Estrella, U.S.S. 

Assistance rendered steamer Continental..............--.-...---------- 395, 396 

‘Mentioned sxe oe ora ee ee eee od te eee 15, 390 
Eunice, Ark. Retaliatory measures at, June 13-15, 1863. Reports of 

Brennan, HiGwardubiene oc aeciets oe wie oe coisa a eae nee ee Wie 

Getty, Robert isc225.,5 5.52 2 He BSS ot PER ee ee ee 173 

Prichétt, Jamies sMxus ne sSsseaee eons AS. oe ee ee eee 172 
Eureka, Steamer. Seizure of, July 2, 1863-..................---- 221-223, 225, 305 
Hvyansyille, steamers pMemtionedssssad-scn ae ae eee See 385, 398, 514 
Ewell, Benjamin S. 

Correspondence with Wi. B.iCreasmani (2\aeeee ao aeetn. eee eee 291 

Mentone dace em sree anh Sistine ieee een eis eae il oe ae 290 

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Johnston, J. P. 

Ewing, Hugh?” Mentioned 2.222.222 c- sete tones s+ ee ee 482 
Exchange, U.S.S. (No. 38). 

Engagement at Hopefield, Ark., December 22, 1863..............-...-- 656 

Expeditions in Tennessee River, June 24 to July 2, 1863..............- 196, 197 

Mentioned..... 131, 139, 140, 146, 179, 187, 196, 219, 299, 324, 336, 379, 427, 436, 507, 


546, 562, 609, 635, 638, 643, 692, 718, 725, 740, 743, 754, 755, 763, 764, 784 
Eytinge, Henry S. 


Correspondenceswith, Dab: Portere-s-egss-e-e eee oe eee 378 
Menttonedtacs ..<. 2 sse¢c cas. = bh diet eho dk 6 Ree Se eee 507, 562 
Relieved of command of U. 8. S. Chillicothe.................--0h 2202-5 519 
Eeport.of croumdinevot US S3S5 Chillicothes.5.25-2eee aan eee 412 


Fairchild, E. H., Steamer. See HL. H. Fairchild, Steamer. 
Fairplay, U.S.S. (No. 17). 
Mentioned. scatter cede eo. cos. co SR EE See eee 12a 
145, 146, 159, 160, 171, 179, 187, 219, 223, 336, 379, 427, 438, 465, 507, 508, 
546, 547, 554, 562, 580, 592, 595, 609, 638, 643, 659, 692, 717, 744, 746, 754 
Operations in Ohio River during Morgan’s raid, July 8-19, 1863... 239-243, 245 


Malliday7 Jd. dceevlentioned = sens nee eee ee eee 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
HallsyCity, Steamer. Mentioned see: 52 joes eee eeee eee eee 143 
Kannie;*sSteamer. (Mentioned. << c.c.ascecac sent: ee eee 146, 179 
Fanny, Steamer. 

Attack upon, near Waterprool, a5. see see eels. reer ere eee a 628 

Mentioned os sansceniss ood age earn re te yy I Se eee 578 
Fanny Barker,} Steamer. 

Dlanthoned os... futieaesd cca nose ne ee ee ee 130, 144, 146, 168, 179 

Operations\in ‘Tennessee Rivers. ese) ee eee ane ears eee 130, 196, 197 
Farhan, James. Montioned .......éssnaseveunancecnn ta ena paps eee ee 199 
Farragut, David G. Mentioned ............ 69, 93, 109, 110, 115, 218, 238, 307, 329, 


332, 334, 335, 337, 370, 441, 512, 529, 567, 584, 595, 596, 662, 707, 721, 756 


* Found also Fanny; known officially as U. 8. S. Paw Paw, which see. 
+ Known officially as U. 8. S. Fawn, which see. 
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Farrell, Thomas M. 
Correspondence with 


Page. 

SUA ENELONE CO cace kee (eS e e d o. ee eoree! 8. 777 778 

NRE D1! 3 ch Ree IG Wl yg a ee 777, 778 

AES ; 

SES Alpe AS Ss fee oo a eo SY AE ih rs Tile Wks: 

eOON Cate Hie Selon en MRC L Lg Gb Sunieedar treet Mw Sea PINE 652 

MS se ees ee 27, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754, 779-781 
Report of sinking of U.S. 8. Linden in Arkansas River, February 22, 

LIES oc lal ere a aed aS oT 775-777 

Sees WW. NOnUOneO.s..5 passe id eee tke eae Le ee: 490 

Eauiener, William: D.- Mentioned .:..2...csc02.230. ae tee 4, 765 

Beuntiercy, Charles M:\"Mentioned 200.802 F100 e.k i coro... 395 

Hawns> Wiss. 'Ss (NO, 30). «Mentioned ==2325.2. 2. ce.0 sc. 144, 146, 187, 219, 315, 323, 


324, 336, 379, 427, 436, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 643, 671, 692, 754, 783, 784 
Febiger, John C. 


mAppoimbted torcommand UsSiS. Osage jecccen.: sez eekcessccatay eee 193 
Correspondence with 

Pennock eAeMi nss.ck es ch cee cs Come eed faeaeeet epee ee 159 

Dter ey eecn sen corets vet sr ht oa ae kee ees che Rete le te. AOR, 150, 166 

Detwehed trom Mississippi Squadrons: ssssecese 68 26. ees eee ee 372 

Mentioned. 6. ..e tet. oeeeee 152, 171, 185, 219, 272, 336, 342, 343, 366, 369, 373, 380 
Report of arrival of U.S. S. Osage at t Memphis, Tenn., fon Cairo, Ill., 

im damaged: Conditionanss.sseescesehes see ees. are se 143, 158, 159 

Mende Clarentves Mentioned 2.) 2202262 s15 sis cs os seen rina ee. 280, 341 


Fentress, Walter E. H. 
Capture of, September 13, 1863. See Rodney, Miss. Capture of Acting 
Master Fentress and party of men at, September 18, 1863. 


Correspondence aWiEULAN Pere LECT. Ci towoct cree et. ek Be 388, 404 
Mentioned =. e- es sate se 146, 179, 219, 270, 279, 336, 380, 405-411, 419, 427, 434 
Report of movements of steamers Argosy aud Kenwoodt sas ates 182 
Ferguson, Champ. IMEmitoMedseer ees So ne Se Sees aol ere Ne, See 651 
mevouson, panier W. “Mentionod:Vi7: «SN or aes2. 2s SS. 136 


Ferguson, William. 
Correspondence with 


MG RCCL RUE aes ears taints Se nie seerere Sree ei ae arian ie me tot 407, 408, 425, 520 
PETC epee vereetn cree acne SNe tote atetcerk Verge Pac ar oA ete reve ate eee eth tate ars is 407 
BIO OLN se he ok So iil OOO NSA Ee Os BOM SR eS a ci 405, 409, 507, 754 


Fern, U.S.S. Mentioned.....---.-.-..-...- 147, 180, 220, 337, 368, 376, 380, 628, 737 
Ferris Wood Yard, Cumberland River! Attack upon U.S. 8S. Reindeer 


Bhi, IDC OGIe AL), UT ricnoeeobecmpacit ene ieAnASonRoneeGAnran 648, 650 
Ferrol, John. Mentioned... -..- +--+ nana os ece ence ieee ce ele seh ae 659 
Field, C.J. Statement of property taken from, by Mississippi Marine 
BYPad ere ne ower eriweneee ala sniac oc eit ee meee ane 697 
THAT EL, S Sy bore UID IR ONE C in eee ecobites Aq SonEeniCta im acccnca Ace 698 
Field, Jacob T. Report of casualties on U. S.S. Linden, engagement at 
Liverpool Landing, Miss., May 23, 1863....-..-..-..-.------ i) 
Fifth District Mississippi Squadron. 
(UAT AHELGHASE Seionce ae cob ACCS SCOR CREDODG DOO pOSOOtSuSe ann cemcprnr sar 378 
Vessels attached to...-.--------2-2---- eee eee eee eee eee eee ee si erie 379, 643 
First District Mississippi Squadron. 
Distinguishing lights for vessels of......----------+-+++++-+++-+-20+--- 511 
Tunis) Chinen kereeea pO BARAS os O6oRc6 Conese e600ec 5 00ArC ere SEnEErnMgnc 378 


Werks AEAOIGEL (ance soos oobue nh ose Sead edaeco DupEgC oneness 379, 642 


* Formerly Fanny Barker, which see. 
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* Known officially as U. S. S. Moose, which see. , 
} Originally James Thompson; known also officially as U, S, 8, Manitou, which see, 
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* Same as Ellet ram Dick Fulton. 
+ Formerly Emma Brown, which see. 
t Formerly C. S. ram General Sterling Price. 
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Report of appraisement of prize steamer Louisville...............------ 266 
Hines, Ad., Steamer. See Ad. Hines, Steamer. 
Eisermay J ONS ween clone ds sea ae ee eee eee 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Hoadley, F:.W.. Mentioned :...3. 3... a-4.-decmis. =o eee es ee 116, 120, 123 
Hobbs: Georroe Mentioned. 42-¢sa 45 en eee 450, 451, 453, 454, 456 
Hobson, Eaward: by. s Mentioned a. eee sees eee ee 240, 245, 253, 259 
Modges, Mr. Mention eda-s-sshess2-sseete eee ye eae Se SAS Feld, 2 653 
Hoel, William R. 
Assioned to:command at Grand Gulf, Miss 5. sos. ss see ee 376 
Correspondence with . x 
Greer Wil se estates see ee Deen ee Ree eee 740, 745, 752, 785 
Woalkeisble 92). ctl mth <ae.cis o ccs. ote. rete ee oes Ree ee 226 
Mentioned........-- 146, 179, 219, 277, 336, 380, 427, 507, 562, 609, 628, 638, 692, 754 
Hoey, John E. Mentioned.. ieee Rete eee 292 
Hogan, John H. Coresnondenee lis D. D. ae Seat Pian s SS 484 
Hogan, William, Mentioned 2.22: cress ee ee eee eee 156 
Holly. Frank” Mentioned.) : sacs. to. cee oe esc eee<e e  e 26 
Holmes’ Captain Mentioned oo .n. se. = s--\se =e 520 
Holmes, James, We Mentioned oie sacs ee 161 
Holmes; James ML. . Mention edeee- seer 56 ee ee ee eee 754 
Holmes, Theophilus H. 
Mentioned Siri te eee sen oe teeth seer ae eee 229, 230, 261, 305, 322, 656 
Report of engagement at Helena, Ark., July 4, 1863...................-- 234 
dome, Steamer: “Mentioned t2c3- 2 - a. wns 2-5 saat an oe eee 492 
Momeger steamer: Mentioned =. scecececs. tees ee ee 671 
Hooker; Joseph. Mentioned <2. <.scoccses sete ene ten er ee eee 130 
Hoover, Hlass Mentioned 2. ..2..ceccst cece aces oo eee ee 583 
Hope, Confederate: steamer, ~Mentioned=--- 2-2. -2-. +2225 sss) eee 286 
Hope, Steamer. Sinking of, by collision with U.S. S. St. Clair............ 766, 767 
Hopetield, Ark. Adiaits at.) heport of a Pattivon eeee see eee 656 
Hopkins; ‘Townsend.~ (Mentioned =~ <2 sqsjocere 2 nee ee 415 
FLOVIZON, Steamer ne: MentlOned: aaa e see eee es ee eee eee nee 45-47, 149, 331 
Horner,* U.S. ram. 
Firing upon, chase, and boarding of steamer Volunteer by, November 
80; 1863. n0r ace ocdedSeecss tenes es oe ee 598-600 
Mentioned sca. 5gaseneMne openers eh ee ee 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427, 678 
Hoskin, James A:) Mentioned: <-2-c.ceuc. 5.22. ces see eee eee 292 
Hough, John. Mentioned... 22:22. . cack nas ces new seen eee ee 496 
Hough; Re Mentioned: 5.5/2. 2.22. sl suse se eee eee 221, 222 
Houston;;Samuel.. Mentioned=.5.<.2.. sees. +=. seeee. Cee eee 148, 195 
Hovey, Alvin 'P. Mnetioned: 22. ..s.2.---5- 22: bee ee os Se eee 99 
Howard; Richard. Mentioned:<...--ccssseeee nee eee eee 43 
Howard, Samuel. 
Mentionedst?: siccisit. ik anit. aes 427, 504, 507, 526, 562, 575, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Report of operations at Morganza, La............usmeeneeeeee .. 2. 416 


* Same as Ellet ram T. D. Horner. 


INDEX. 827 


PEO WEE, Wat WOIGO es MONTMONOU .. -occuc cues an enie snececececed.cecececes at 
Hubbard, James M. Mentioned... 127, 128, 147, 149, 180, 199, 202, 216, 220, 337, 380 
Mae ONSET EMERG CUOUINGINIOD Gor cnr es. cere cen osarcne decuctacuies ocak. coe 664 
Bere EMORD On GOE CP MONUION CE Reisen n atic vies ak den oceh alia sewnbe 666 
Prague, SObnIMy. Montiqned ste) cee 6.505 22s - foc. ee e5.k sec ecw tan de caowe 651 
Hull, Joseph B. 
Correspondence with 
Ne Pe eC Rate Se, Sere Ie Coe maus ocushd-tRISe «£686 Jacke 414 
OE OE GR cv a ene eee ee, ee ae ee 172, 218 
I TR Wi Sren, PrES rep Be doce Hie vos ee: aeeded bist civ = « weenee 221, 429 
GIs OG KoapAtw ii eels te aap elie. Shee Eh teen ose 722, 732, 786 
LPO Reg, SEA DIS hee eS gee a en a eee, See ve. Be 141 
IMentioneds.-....<.252 a Pe Ta ory See Lee 144, 185, 217, 721 
Reports of. 
Ovaries OS Os Conditionwoles! seen st: Sse BES genet 731 
St. Louis, Mo. Construction of U. S. vessels at.................---- 746 
Pals AWilliarns Hrs Mentioned. sac: f eis. sees ogee oe Sly 208 
Humberstone, Samuel. 
oerrespondence with IT. M> Farrell... . . 26 <0 bias aecheweem ns ccdauses 777, 778 
Mension Gd ere rer fee She eres Pe See Re aie ooo. S eee oo ok oe ee 781 
Reports of sinking of U. 8. S. Linden in Arkansas River, February 22, 
18642 5-25 2 Seki eh ee eens mas po ieiele Sica eisseee ee nie es 778-780 
Humphries jJames.@ Mentioned.t255-2.- 8) vaca Aad. < - hasesji cold - ita 143 
Fumphroeys, Colonel. weMentioneds. kc sa. ASS SEE. ee es 513 
HuntiCharies.. Mentioned s, 225. 1.2865 esha ass is eee ss Be 208 
Huntress, Josiah. Mentioned: 2...) .scse:2smceth seen sees sie bees seers 135 
Hurd, J. S. 
ate cc tee. Aree is ote es 2 aes 146, 170, 179, 188, 194, 205, 
219, 279, 299, 300, 321, 322, 324, 336, 379, 427, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Report of operations in Tennessee River.......2-.:..2-2--0.-0-+----%: 196 
Permlbut vite Ventioneds ess... cctsssees Stee esac teasebtnee 275, 276 
Hurlbut, Stephen A. 
Correspondence with 
INS DOES Aes 2 oo thocise stl. os So ie ARERR Be Be lbee we braun Sees 310 
Rennocks tA. Mase Seer ee Saecae ce + - See etee Saeed see th S a 191 
IPRelpsmomla per rctee «kr ei Se oocs Seu cite aae Cea ee a eee 273 
UE 0) a ee a 275, 391, 471, 632, 670 
Rrentissa Ba Mie.. 50-32 cere Aste k.. eeSsh-Eeceere ee - e838 233 
Sherman, W. T...-..-.-. Spowsee Se -Sahece oo see seeet Sele See 472 
Steel ORLY tree meter Sect Be ata la = te ate Se Siow secu ~ aan 358, 361 
Rictaohcdn ck. Peis Tn 32, 149, 190, 193, 209, 212, 222, 225, 
261, 274-276, 295, 322, 350, 351, 436, 477, 482, 496, 501, 524, 540, 721, 739 
Report of operations in White and Little Red rivers, Ark........-.-.-- 359 
BrastonsSs Mentioned cs-ssp seas «Me aol. eae. Deg Gee es 357, 362 
Hyacinth, U.S.S. 
Eee PEER OST eS Dele ee mee ene a 92, 147, 180, 220, 337, 380, 749 
MrdersOLrmnovemMenise sso. =... sttsers ee = cfeiar eo aiave Saeeiains deed 8-2-5 <= 752 
I. N. Ralf, Confederate vessel. Mentioned...........------+-++----+--++- 143 
Ratan, Steamer, Montioned ..<.2 <2 ....<s-ceeceseeeeszsereccekienes-- 201, 286,531 
Tberville,.Steamens,,. Mentioned)... fos ceaxis eens .-eeebld- om semis a. es ese 390 
ie May steamer, , Mentioned...........<cclsieties..i}-'S- be sdegedl.--o-- 584, 653, 654 
tke Hamat sotcamer.- Mentioned ss. 255-2. - .6 28 eerste a2 5 52-2 202, 


204, 305, 344, 368, 442, 459, 573, 575, 582, 622, 634 
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Tlinois Central Railroad. Restriction of transportation over. Page. 
Order’ot Neiviy De pattitrin Critg Ue Se sree eee eee ee 567 
IReportiol DD: Porters caccc cs seers ae rete tere cae sere ee 567 


Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 


Cavalry—Regiments: 4th, 743; 5th, 199; 13th, 360. 
Infantry—Regiments: lth, 722, 724, 725, 743; 18th, 236, 310; 20th, 208; 


29th, 12, 208; 33d, 138; 40th, 529; 41st, 597; 46th, 35, 456: 
53d, 597; 10lst, 208; 103d, 557; 117th, 235; 122d, 488; 129th, 
651; 131st, 53. 


Imperial, Steamer. Mentioned..... 1biize PAE ysis eee eee 244, 530, 609 
Incendiarism. Precautionary measures against. General order of D. D. 
Portercaisss.c6h os ve dbeced fetes oe ae eee re | eee 463 
Indiana, Governor of. 
Correspondence: with Aj M> Pennock: ...<-22222-.22 202 22s" 22 2- =e ee 246, 247 
Mentioned ase te. cee oe se aan ee eee aos eee aaa Se er eee 177, 238, 239 


Indiana Troops. Mentioned. Talantey= Romance 26th, 439, 440; 53d, 
101; 66th, 469. 
Indianola, U.S. 5S. 


Attempt to destroy, December ll, 186322. <2 -2-- 22 = a= 624 
Correspondence regarding raising 6. eeees re SP Aaya 
Mentioned. -2 22s Ss: = 222252 34, 55, 92, 93, 96, “104, 269, 302, 395, 684, 715, 737, 760 
Protectionmofiy:. 32.01 tit ae ee. we SORES CS Pee See 583 
Towa, Steamer. - Mentioned: 25-22: svs2se 522 5525. oe See ee eee 492 


IowaTroops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiments: 4th, 642; 9th, 162; 19th, 
439, 440; 23d, 163; 29th, 162, 165, 671; 32d, 358, 361. 
Ironclads, U. S. Qualities and efficiency of. 


Communications from Navy Department, U.8.............-..-.--.--.- 691 
Report oD] DS Rortétised=+s..snec se cece ee sansa ee 756 
Erving) Thomas." Mentioned. «ce... sae ee eee ee 101 
Irwin, Jeremiah. Mentioned............:...........-.-- 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Island No. 10, Mississippi River. : 
Destruction of boats and flats in vicinity of. Report of J. C. Bunner... 180 
Floating battery captured at. 
Order of Navy Department, U. S.; regarding... .... 52.2222 ee 381 
Report ot D.D. Porter of-burming/of-<i522222s2<222 522252 oe 396 
Island No. 18, Mississippi River. Prisoners captured at. 
Report of James Marshall 22... 3.52 nee esas eases a eee 531 
StatementoiAe-H~ Dunavant.c..-2 22222225: cee ee nee ee 532 


Island No. 63, Mississippi River. Attack upon U. S. transport Chan- 
cellor near, and burning of property in retaliation, June 2, 
1863. Reports of 


Prichett; James! Mtr 220. saceceh <4 ae a ci Deke Renee reas Oe ee 157 
Turmery RwAse. Setese tat ees AES ee rats ie oe 2 ee ee ee. Co ee 158 
Island No. 65, Mississippi River. 

Affairs in vicinity of. Report of James M. Prichett.............2....--- 170 
Firing upon U.S. hospital boat Memphis near. Report of J. M. Prichett. 140 

Island No. 67, Mississippi River. Attack upon Confederates near, June 
38,1863. Report:of Ry An Dummer. 2-20.22 se eee eee 160 

Island No. 68, Mississippi River. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of J. M. 
Prichetts 2saa¢eac¢ esa sd seme tosa tees ee eee 142 

Island No. '76, Mississippi River. Seizure and release of steamer Sweden 
at. Report of T. O, Selttidgor.<e...<oee ee  eee 429 


Island No. 82, Mississippi River. Engagement with battery at, May 18, 
x 1863. Report of Thomas E. Smith................. 0.22.2... 4 
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Page. 

SES ne PEE Chin GC i ay 406, 410 
Evie Ui: SitSs 

OEE ROI I BRK on ism Shida pened Sein a mame ware 418 

INSTT Da. Se Ee ee eee 27, 133, 147, 180, 220, 337, 380, 494, 764 

wee O8Ey, Cupamonn Monioned s. s2c8 2 hes ds 44 2k 08 .nak sae eee ek B22 


J. F. Stockdale, Steamer. See Stockdale, U. S. 8. 
perm Walliams, yoteamens eMentiOned cso sce ace -C ogee oes ec les cele cee 668 


J..W. Cheeseman, Steamer. Mentioned..-...............0.0.0 6-0. cen 613 
ieaowe a. nappimteamera Mentioned... 00066 ce. a enn ee ee 769 
MieMOIS GADOPOW, IT. > MONMONOD 620.5... ccccecce cake reece tec e tcp ecnag 120, 123 
Jackson, Ezra P. Correspondence with D. D. Porter a Ase 44 
Jackson, Fort, U.S.8. See Fort Jackson, U.S. 8. 
Jackson, Miss. 
Occupation of, by army fakes under W.T. Sherman, February 6, 1864.. 739 
Operations about. Communications from W. T. Sherman PP none ce eet 313 
acobes trader steamers Mentioned sco ose ans tee en ne loon aae 184, 185 
Jacobs, Annie, Steamer. See Annie Jacobs, Steamer. 
DearS Mine ww ONE ONCE s 6 eis acter wie rns crn orge state Sao aes HE 148, 302 
James Plantation, La. Affairs at. 
Communica Gon irom ) MW) MLOLLErE wsce reels cc es. cc <5, <0. eink ae Rees 59 
Report ote Mel. Murphyiasees...se2 ee besa steric et Jeeweeec 148 
James, Piompsony steamers Mentioned’: : 83. 28... 250 coesjacnckuunes 5, 132 
Panison yd onn (Ca IMentioneds .35.222. 21. Saas Gk SE BG SEB oo ee 642 
Jebb, Frederick. Report of casualties on U. 8. 8. Petrel, engagement at 
Liverpool Landing, Miss., May 23, 1863...................... 12 
Noten avis steamers Men tlonedss u.2: satsconnce nse + cisSeayesewmgas  oese wes 733 
MeL ORGS mulrwe NM CRTONCO let osca-\- ashe = face en Recess ols Se ao oye Seas ho Hee 674 
Momkins tT homass se Mention eds. 3. sncler ji. tle e chess eds o ayryele esi are 42 
PEDO eran CisuG wm NleM WORCU. sti te.55 a = eyate aie Silt Serer 659 
sonnet Dickey, steamer, Mentioned «2... soca ee qalscis smeemise ee deine a 201 
ROLIAIM SD ee OC MS LCATICY pe ALCTLUION OG a oso a oscar wana w aie ane Ta alas Sie aye ake cre Sap sas ogo 626 
John Raine, U.S.S. (M. M. B.). 
Engagement at Goodrich’s Landing, La., June 30, 1863................-- 213-216 
WIGTIIOMEK cure tere Se Sere earls Sa ayn) anyone oye 147, 180, 199, 201, 210, 220, 337, 380, 578 
John T. McCombs, Steamer. Capture of, at Brandenburg, Ky., July 7, 
DS Go ener enn oe eer eal eat eras Belts nic cine pase inimio oer 240, 242 
John Walsh, Steamer. Burning of, in Yazoo River............--..-- 133, 136, 286 
Monnewarmerssteamer. MentiOned.-- 2208 - c- nec seems cence etics te 438, 442 
Olas OL |e TCULCO AM ae MLCTCONC Carter a trates tere eyelee erc aie iain c= 291, 292 
Johnson, Amory K. Correspondence with J. A. Greer...-.......-------- 748 
EG Las OLN ATLGT 6 Wretme CIUIOT CC ate remrey. miei aster Ite aia Aen ete 649 
Sfarvareye 26, WIG MONE = oe cece oe sESeOsUSnO nnn OSco pee wae enepes ese 531 
Johnson, Matt. F. Mentioned..........- Se eee ere ie wane aay 751 
Jolnson, William) P. Mentioned: : {2.22522 2522 ove ee eee eee eee 789 
Johnston, John V. 
Appointed to command U.S. S. Forest Rose...........---.------+-+-- 669 
Correspondence with 
JEON SRS Cay dla, NY be cores GES HOC OR Cation) CEASERS Sea a 751 
Grecraidte Acetate tines Senet ae ea eee ee ae 674, 678, 687, 719, 734 
OxiGitg Dipl Rec cipnenat os anni OS OARS emt ae ee oe Nae REE era 690 
ieorusien (OD eerie noo. Sob beta en 55 Se GOs oie Ses Sete 576 


* Known officially as U. S. S. Manitou and U.S. S. Fort Hindman, which see, 
+ Unidentified. 
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Johnston, John V.—Continued. Page. 
(Mentioned Soe Sse ee eee le ete ee ere ee eee errr 146, 179, 219, 279, 336, 


380, 427, 483, 485, 486, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 737, 748-752, 754, 755, 772 
Report of cooperation with army at Young’s Point, La., June 3, 1863... 161 


Johnston, Joseph E. 
Correspondence with 


Brow vlc Nigwee ete tee oe haere ee oer ie eee ee 12, 136, 289, 290 

Chia limersy Ue Rie errors ctetorc ate cicerssa ae eget ct ain ee eee ee 129 

Pembertonydir Cie sccaces sce scce Seo sree ties ee ae enero 

Wan Department. CoS jcc semis ate atets ees ieee te eee aie 234 

IMGT GION Sorc segee cits ot oir icig = SR ere ree Se eps aa ee ee 32, 34, 

57, 72, 90, 91, 95, 105, 111-113, 198, 280-282, 289, 290, 313, 314, 510, 644 

Report of surrender of Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863..........--------- 119 

SPECIAL Od Cla ree ster parece reac yy eee a aS ew ere ee 117 

Jobnston,, Thomas) N. Mentioned meson ee eet 121, 123 

Jones, J. E. Mentioned.................- Ae SEI Rea Se Re 597 
Judah, Henry M. 

Mentioned Adteks es) uiee ta ee ee 245, 253-255, 259 

Report of Morgan’s raid in Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana................ 252 


Judge Torrence, U.S. 5S. 
Engagement near Goodrich’s Landing, La., June 29, 1863.............. 210 
Mentioned..............-- 37, 69, 146, 152, 153, 179, 191, 202, 204, 219, 279, 336, 379, 
382, 403, 405, 427, 507, 513, 546, 562, 609, 638, 642, 669, 674, 692, 737, 754 


Operations ati Vicksburg y Miss2s-..2 250. Ss ees a ee eee 343 
Orders forsmovements assess cee elon ae ee ee ree 640 
Julia; Steamer? “Mentioned. <2 co. satees sacs sae See oe eee eae 305, 408, 613 


Juliet, U.S. S. (No. 4). 
Attack upon boat’s crew from, at Newman’s plantation, Mississippi 


REV CD ore chee ore ere ee eae eee ee eeeee 195 
@ONGITION Obs o< oacaajom cere = ose Siete SS Cee ee ee eee 434, 525 
Gruise from, Cairo, Lily to Memphis, Penne... see seer ee eee 689 
Mentioned........-. 146, 157, 161, 179, 187, 196, 219, 226, 262, 336, 362, 379, 427, 436, 
507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 642, 687, 688, 692, 703, 716, 718, 723, 726, 732, 754 
Operations;in, White River and .viCINity 2.28202. oes ee ee 302, 384 
Seizure of steamer Fred Nolte by, June 15, 1863........................ 178 
Just;.George.. Mentioned 22. eects sae ae ee ee 43 
Kansas Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Cavalry—Regiments: 5th....... 782 
Kaskaskia, Steamer. Capture of, August 14, 1863............ 354-360, 362, 363, 506 
Keef, Walter... “Mentioned ...323.22- <9. seco eee ae ee ee 406, 410 
Keene, Mary, Steamer. See Mary Keene, Steamer. 
Keller, Louis., “Mentionedase. 62.0 en secs so oon eae ee ee 208 
Kelley, Mentioned soc soe cys. 3 ic creel. a eres tere ee 96 
colly, John M. Montioned. ....-o..c soon, ace eee 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Kelly, Michaels Mention eds same cece serena eee ee 363 
Kelly, William. Mentioned......... Be ae Oe Bee hc on eee te 451, 455 
Kendall, Charles F. Mentioned........................++.-=--- 200; 366-060/008 
Kendrick, Charles S. 
Cormrespondenceswith I. Os Seliridpes.... 22. cescenees no ae oe ees 265 
Mentioned i. nica disscisie ticle peeee ise Rr rCas ies eee ee ee 264, 269, 336, 369 


Kennett, Ferd., Steamer. See Ferd. Kennett, Steamer. 
Kentucky, New, Steamer. See New Kentucky, Steamer. 
Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Cavalry—Regimeants: 3d, 594. 
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Kenwood, U.S. 8S. (No. 14). : Page. 
Cooperation with army forces for capture of Yazoo City, Miss., July 

Hie Se ROG REET me OSG Sadek Gn yd lac cca cw uc ee eres 280-293 

Op eS Ba OA Gee's el 6S er 200 

NMONtIONOU eats eee ee eet ee ee SOURS GSS igs SR eh ae dele erignS fe 127, 131, 


140, 146, 157, 168, 179, 182, 187, 211, 219, 226, 336, 364, 365, 379, 395, 396, 
423, 427, 439, 443, 507, 546, 562, 567, 572, 573, 609, 638, 642, 654, 692, 754 


Seizure of steamer Black Hawk by, November 3, 1863................. 530, 531 
Swaney, conn, oraered to COMmMaAnU.. 22.22.6226 sens. eee +s eee c eee ee 132 
Semerets CAEN NS MCN UONOU a2 S20 ce Cate ct Meow ee see oosss vee eee we eben 208 


Key West, U.S. S. (No. 32). 
Expeditions in Tennessee River. 


UGE PAN Gy UT PI SS a a ah ye mee BO a kd 196, 197 
October 10 to December 13, 1863...... 466-468, 470-478, 475, 478, 480, 492, 495 
Mentioned =3 se seme eet es Sane Se oe eRe. 140, 146, 168, 179, 187, 197, 219, 
324, 336, 379, 427, 436, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 648, 692, 706, 754, 766, 779 
Rar alk eNiathan wm MentOned se etestck teres cece cont meee bee eee 319 
King, Edward M. 
WMentionedaacs 2 shun oe 146, 179, 379, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754, 766 
Reports of cooperation of naval force with army in Tennessee River, 
October 10=Decemberlsvl 803s. =. eee eee 467, 468, 470 
King, James W. 
Womespondencemwatns). Da Liu). =< 2e nee? eee Se 2 ee es 221 
DVIS rr ep eee Tet eat Re FILA. pth EOL i PS Ck CEN 185, 746 
Repornomirial triprorcus 8. Ss Ozarks 55 02-5 fer a ee SE Bess 429 
Baar pd OND aN eNiOne es ace sera i «2b ae 1 See = coos ett eee 456 
Raye ano Mattie weer. s -Mentioned <5 s.0 5 SIS eke ee 326, 327 
Kirk, John C. 
Deposition of, regarding property taken by Marine Brigade............ 552, 728 
Mentioned saee etre a asin ees Ltt ceni sett atte es Wee ec vtene eee 550 
Rasnouww iia eevMentioned-.. is is2 eae ses = Sloe Geen See eos oe ears 405 
Ratcneussolonion G7. Mentioned sch i ssanse~sh woo oe Retin ee eae 532 
Knapp, J. W. See J. W. Knapp, Vessel. 
iedapp. Ranvers D>, sMentioned's. = Ja v2c- meee ese eee eee ace eee 410 
eet eset eee CMIONEG - eeemeann nee. a eee Nn aeegoet ot. ache ween 123 
Rech IMius Mee MeCNtlOneds so .-eerrccs =< eso ae esses eer ee cee 341 
Laconia, Ark. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of James M. Prichett== =. 2 + 170 
Me emar meat Witla Mentioned oo. i. c «vn o oS Kaace > vans pee eee ee 429 
Lady Pike, Steamer. 
Assistance rendered, by U. 8. 8. Curlew, December 14, 1863............ 633 
Depredations committed by....-.---.--+-+-+- 20220222 s eee e ee eee 551, 726-728 
iniuny to, Dy. cnag iaW bite River, Ark. 77-2. oo ng 2 oe 417 
RMSTIETOM GCs sas ears eta ee nota e moore ie ial cela eee else eal 195 
Lady Walton, Confederate steamer. 
TN Reve HOTA Ce0 ey Mice © Te crete Oe tars = ea ee cP Ree 66, 186, 191, 506 
Surrender of, at mouth of White River, Ark., June 6, 1863..........-.-.- 161 
Lafayette, U.S.S. 
MIGReeG i aS-55 Shae ages oom eo SS OA aoe eee ae anes Sass 48, 


101, 126, 146, 149, 179, 208, 219, 226, 334, 336, 364, 379, 395, 423, 427, 441, 
504, 507, 526, 530, 546, 562, 609, 615, 616, 638, 642, 692, 754, 760, 770, 774 


Operations. 
At Bayou Sara, La., and Vicinity.......+.000-ceeeasiee= a 6-2 ene ee ses 422, 
439, 5380, 571-575, 577, 625, 628, 634, 654, 707-710, 736 
nelkvodshiveran davicinityenccses= seer tees oe . 137, 142, 154, 156, 190 
210, 329 
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Lake Bruin, La. Affairs in vicinity of. Order of J. A. Greer........-.-- 513 
Lake Providence, La. 
Affairs in vicinity of. Reports of 
| Be a Rea ee ai 5 ae eal SPEEA NE Saas hcce dSo00- 236 
Wilson) Byron: 2) ceo se eee ten epee a e Sooe ee ee re 541 
Dash of Confederate cavalry into, August 8, 1863. Report of Byron 
Rai hiass eee SOE atta eemer ccenins ce acooc ce sete 346 
Depredations committed by U. 8. 8. Mound City at. Communications 
frome): 1). Porter. waice22 sas Soe ae a ea eee aoe 693-696 
See also General order of D. D. Porter, p. 701. 
Lake St. Joseph, La. Affairs in vicinity of. Communication from J. A. 
Geer ss fia: $25 Seen asd eee Paseo eo OEE Seas Eee Aa eee 771 
See also St. Joseph, La. 
Lambert; Davidws;Mentioneds-.< 22-5228. se ane eae oe Ae ee or 516 
Lane,, HM s-Mentioned sass -B EE Ree <i Ot See See eo 516 
Lane, Harriet, U.S.S. See Harriet Lane, U.S. S. 
Langthorne, Amos R. 
Appointed to.command U.S. 8. Mound City..........-.-.----2-2--== 715 
Assumes command,of U.S. S..Mound Cityrs.24.2--6- neste = oe ee 738 


Mentioned... 140, 146, 179, 219, 336, 356, 379, 427, 436, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 739, 754 
Reports of. 


Indianola, WU. S.S. Raising ot .. 2. -<< eras ee = ee ees 738 
Little Red River, Ark. Operations in, and capture of steamers Tom 
Suge.and Kaskaskia. ..2. +4. isessts ee tk 35-2 ee eee 355 


Laning, James. 
Correspondence with J. A. Greer.. 566, 569, 584, 585, 619, 620, 711, 717, 733, 734, 772 


VEG TUT OTE Cl ciare eae cas coe ote oe SNS ere ee 609, 638, 692, 754 
Latham, Franklin is Mentioned. =-4-24434.43.5sen2 eee, Bee 673 
Laman; Jacob’G.. Mentionedt-) 25:2: 20s) ee 4,32, 37 
Laurel US) sxe \entioned sasse sae ine! 147, 180, 220, 337, 380, 421, 483 
Law, Mr. ~ Mentioned js se25..2. 224 oo. to2 oe eee ee 163, 733 
Lawrence, John W- ~Mentioned®:=-. 2 saeet een ee 146 
Lawyer, Ezra. Report of condition of U. 8. 8. Romeo .................-.. 433 
Lay, Benjamin D. Report of shelling of Confederate hospitals in Vicks- 

burg Miss. 72.52 2. os cen ok ae a ee 115 
lebanon, Steamers Menuioneder see seeees eee eee een 776, 778, 781, 782 
Lee, Samuel Phillips. 

Mentioned cncwes atte sae Soe Sete es re ee ee Be: 590 

Report of operations against Vicksburg, Miss........-......-...-.....- 34 
ee, Stephen D. Mentioned sees ces ona oe Oe eee ee 112, 459 
Lee, William P. 

Mentioned)... Sete eee ak ee cers a ee eet oO 625, 692 

Report of firing upon steamers near Morganza, La., by Confederate 

batteryisccest ences eel pe ahem ek tae eee 626 
epeett; Mortimer Dist Mentionedtess- sess. Sake se 2a ees eee 680 
Lenthall, John. Correspondence with 

Hall | Je Bistic Anscse OY ae es soe ee nd 746 

Porbern Dis e518. 86 SO ee ES BOR PT A A ee 711 
Leonard, Mentionedins.2 06 ns 26. GES 084. See Se ae ee 510 
Leonora, steamer, Mentioned). -2)- 5) sesseee ae eee 671 


Levy, William M. Mentioned 
For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Taylor, R. 
ews; Captain, Mentioned: 2. /s.ssnaie coe ee cates Cee ene ae ene 762 
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Lewis, Richard. Mentioned.............<..-2<cecsee.0.:. ees mri 
Peewae ad Omes Ms “MenisONed sated Lewis: oc kn <gmhtwxeild- deudsaceccoe 649 
LIS CS eee ee ee eo a 718, 719 
Lexington, U.S.S. 
Cooperation with army forces 
In engagement with Confederates at Milliken’s Bend, La., June 7, 
TS GS. 2 oe cinioe ne eee wre tby sites) caiDinista es elke 162-166 
In Tennessee River, October 10 to December 13, 1863.. 463, 480, 481, 485, 488 
In White and Little Red rivers, Ark., August 8-17, 1863........... 348, 
350-355, 357, 360, 362 
Expedition up Red, Black, and Ouachita rivers, February 29-March 5, 
TR Gee eee ciclnwia ems aeiae te Ge Reece RRL See hate: Tene 787-789 
Mentioned.............+. 91,139, 145, 146, 152, 179, 219, 226, 241, 311, 312, 336, 367, 
379, 389, 392, 393, 427, 507, 524, 546, 562, 609, 621, 638, 642, 692, 713, 754 
Operations 
ie Vemp his, a enn sane vaiCLNIU Ye «<<Go SSA ot AROS a bho ce 612, 616 
Im: @umberland diver. 4.28 Bs seselh....d989..\ see ae 126 
TaiWibite River anduvicinityvarsses 5. 0. fost. nae. LSE 327 
BOI CER FOTO. CLRCM GS bien eee Sea ywieratcns ce SR A ee 141, 151 
EAD oroy, OteamMers s NendONed a=. saysccemt aacie sie ETS A Rae 296 
Marmite. blots Mentioned 2 co sa.<aimiss vcttnpourals sR Se. RAE 356 
Lillie Martin, Steamer. 
INIGIN SCT Ns FE SE ee ee etal Se eee ee 776, 782, 783 
STATE G AGED ht Se UN a SI 8 2 513-516 


Lincoln, Abraham. See President of the United States. 
Linden, U.S. S. (No. 10). 
WOUCTHO Ns Olean Doon eich airs. cid eal. SIE. ee. ARSE OER 438 
Cooperative expedition in White and Little Red rivers, Ark., August 8- 
i Ui ferml el os ne See ae AEE a Ae ee er eae 348, 352, 359, 362 
Engagement with battery at Island No. 82, Mississippi River.........-. 4 
Expedition in Yazoo and Sunflower rivers, Miss., May 24-31, 1863...... 133-136 
Momtrondd.. 42.2.5 2-s2as-2: 146, 179, 187, 196, 208, 219, 226, 261, 262, 279, 327, 330, 
336, 367, 379, 427, 436, 507, 517, 546, 562, 609, 638, 643, 685, 692, 754, 784 
Operations in 


White River AtKa. ANd: VICINUGY as. -<oscc as 2 -1-/tere eee eee reas 652 
Yazoo River and against Vicksburg, Miss., May 18-23, 1863......-.- 5-13 
Sinking of, in Arkansas River, February 22, 1864...........-....-.--.. 774-783 
mioness<: Us. rama: Mentioned ==: .8 2: sashes 2 ses 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427 
Meare IZOCUAT.- MenHONCH 2027-35 'e ans ans oscar Mets ae eee ee aes 358 
MminpincoLya Charles: ees Mentionedaes ste s2- aor erel- Aas Joe tated 138 
Litherbury, Charles W. 
Comespondence witty DD APortert 2231-7 320k totes eek +. wee 693 
IM CHCLOTI CC aeek nee Ree er Ae ee tsar a cit ANS ee, BS SNES. 561, 641 
Report of movements of vessels from Cincinnati, Ohio.........-.------ 720 
ThakA Vere ibereA OOO Wie INIGTU OCG ioe: ooecu succ nrc atnems apecmr sac aags 225 
ati omG.eQre OD me NICNilOn ed scene ese nena ena een els sie eat eet arm 659 
Little Rebel, U.S. 8. (No. 16). 
Engagement at Hopefield, Ark., December 22, 1863...........-.------- 656 
Injuries received by, in engagement at Cypress Bend, Mississippi River. . 211 
IM@AINGI EE nes oopece eee eel eMeneenS a SA CBee 132, 146, 152, 179, 186, 


187, 193, 219, 336, 379, 427, 507, 546, 562, 567, 609, 638, 642, 679, 692, 754 


*Formerly Ellet ram, 
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Little Red River, Ark. Operations in. See White and Little Red rivers, 
Ark. Operations of a naval force in, ete. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Occupation of, by Union forces, September 10, 1863. Reports of 
Bache; George*Mis. 22 so seecn: cote. 2 nee eee ee ee eee ee 415 
Phelps, (‘Sit Litece oe serra riers ee clete ects Senter ee eee eres 417 
Operations against. Communications from 
Gormany, SW. AGH) £0. Sho ed Ae Fase ne coe Se Sete Pee 656 
Phelps; Sub 732% Pees 2 ee SESE RE Ree Sone aerte eters 403 
Transportation of delegates to State convention at. Report of S. L. Phelps. 685 
Littleton, H. A. Correspondence with S. E. Woodworth...............-- 81 


Liverpool Landing, Miss. 
Engagement at, 
February 8, 1864. Reportofth. K.Owen==........5.....-...--.2- = es 
' May 23, 1863. See Vicksburg, Miss. Combined operations against, 
in Yazoo River, etc. 


Skirmish at, February 7, 1864. Report of E. K. Owen..........-.....-. 743 
Lockland, R. J., Steamer. See R. J. Lockland, Steamer. 
Hogan, John... Mentioned S-c.--.-2ee =e ee ee eee eee eee 346, 405, 411, 424 
Long,-Wesley W.. “Mentioned: .....22...20. 2 sce ats ee 12 
Lookout, Steamer. Mentioned ..22 2..<-- sa54-0- min Jt ee ee 700 
Lord, George P. 

Mentioned "7. .se hose ae ecco Saeco eR EE seme ences see eem eee 146, 179, 185, 


221, 222, 261, 339, 344, 427, 435, 507, 527, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754, 779 
Relieved of command of U. S. 8. Petrel and appointed to command 


UPS.8: Covington. 522 ae ea e ee eee 184 
“Loring, Benjamin W. ~“Mentioned==:---.-...< eee 627 
Loring, Williasn W.../ Mentioned: «20.03.44 3.0) 4 ech ee eee 114, 739, 764 
Louisiana. e 
Affairs in. Reports of 
Foster? Piv.tceth . rt Mees eee Witt we see see Bee 736 
Owen VE Kons. SES. SiR See Sad 2S Nn Se rs 313 
Porter: Day Dich 53055 A BS Re Bae ee ee ee ee 615 
Seltrideo el. OSN 3.4. ot ie 2 a 734-736 
Confederate forees in. 
Report of irankiM Ramsay x . cagota3- oe ee aoe ee 712 
Statement ‘ot John McRarlaness.se-2-5-= «set aoe Se eee 713 
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Banks: Ne PIs iW icwles eee cketnys aie aaah ae Sah 637 
McPherson, Jc Biase eee eee ares Sct EEC eee 683 
Porter, Ds Disanetencg ora to See eee ee ee 523 
Report of Robert Townsend’ ssse-. sess ee eee ee 587 


Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 
Artillery, Heavy—Battalions: 8th, 120, 123. Regiments: Ist, 120-124. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: Benton’s, 63. 

Cavalry—Battalions: 15th (Harrison’s), 46, 47, 63, 75, 313, 369, 683. 
Infantry—Regiments: 23d (22d), 120. . 
Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Union). Infantry—Regiments: Ist, 364 

366, 443: 8th (Colored), 722, 724, 725, 743 
Louisville,* Steamer. 
Capturevotydiuliygl 3518.63 nase ante aie eee nee 263-268, 270, 271 
Mentioned :...c<qenaiisis.s- Stee ee Soe ee eter Drie Sr soe 148, 418, 506 


bf 


* Known officially as U. S. S. Ouachita, which see. 
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72, 75, 93, 94, 100, 163, 169, 346 

AtSkipwath sxLanding and! viCipibyerce cosa seOHe el Ok a dA RR 431, 

435, 442, 459, 464, 622, 642, 663, 678, 683, 684, 705 

Ati Vacksbuns, Mics s ad eviGiinlt yes 2. @ansroccesohesarfasccurecculs aR 421, 422 

Orders for movements.......... 2.2.0... Ero SEAS EIS RO 375 
Louisville, Ky. 

Purchase of vessels at. “ Report of K. R. Breese:..................---- 564 


Towns, distances, depth of water, etc., from, to mouth of Ohio River... 610, 611 
Love, John. Report of Morgan’s raid in Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana.... 249 


MUTE COR ESCODHeL- ee Mom WONed mas asec cnt catenin ete ee CT en. 26 
MUI ALY AO LCAMMer< MeNtiONed =. concen soi oo ea ee ees 4, 139, 187 
Meceroll sWallianl cL Mentioned es sree wes cee «So ee oer 208 
yrordpvcopiion Cc.) Mentioned! .-.-. cat. et ee ose ae ee 49, 62, 186 
VT om Pi nmeNECIIONO coco cece cin vas fee cere ane ieee cte s nceernr a nce eee Me 642 
oynchadcr DOVYCOU-s MenNiONed 2. ec cnc oe ene cee cea se eos 121-123 
ereebes a tonisam Moninned £200. -4 foro. odd oes ae oe ee ede = Gee 124 
Lyon, General, U.S8.S. See General Lyon, U.S.8. 

Me maatis te Olt ae VlcHitONCU ste. 2.2 cnc m ai est oe ee ee ne es ki tle en 718 


McArthur, John. 
Correspondence with 


(CUT Maes 8 San Sn Se aie On ee eae rare nO 9 SR ee, OE fees Fre 

sO) ries 2 OS UA GR es ae ea EN ee PETES 500 

IPORCI ED s.L) eer rape egtelscee a siz cles 211s eps ars cepa orsgeinc oe Sars oie ee a 23, 786 
WTS EUGE ON Cl ese ee ears eter baie on Sire al ogate = choy cee Cyan Salat Siade. tatoos ae 18, 

22, 24, 30-32, 47, 48, 50, 499, 510, 726, 748, 751 

cCammant,<soseph. ~ Mentioned oo sas so. cpa)tnus 5 21o age ee es setae = on ba 627 


McCardle, William H. For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, 
see Pemberton, J. C. 


MrcGarehn yar Harles me MeitlOROd vat len sess screrclc atom sos tale ie spebe tench oscars cats 410 
McCauley, Menton ed: =e a. baecectesne ane saee eee ase a eeeee 453 
micClam.)Mdward.. Mentioned 2. <.\.c62.0.<..cigiaciecave's so ets. o-Sahs 22 Sacer: 456 
McClernand, John A. 
Mentioned: cheese homes. 3 Fa SS aR NE NS ORAS OA car 15, 23, 31, 60, 66 
Report of bombardment of Vicksburg, Miss., May 27, 1863..........--- 37 
McCombs, John T., Steamer. See John T. McCombs, Steamer. 
mcCord wWialliantem VMentionedis = 25-622: 6-225 vee eka ators 12 
McCracken, John M. Report of capture and burning of Confederate 
steamers Argus and Robert Fulton, October 7, 1863.........- 456 
McCrory, Thomas N- Mentioned.......-2c.s- sae -- tte -emece sett ee 123 
McCulloch, Ben, Confederate steamer. See Ben McCulloch, Confederate 
steamer. 
McCulloch, Henry E. 
iMeritonedie test ont te 225 fe sersssas eee sees Hath abtact sake 63, 147, 163, 166, 176 
Report of engagement at Milliken’s Bend, Mississippi River, June 7, 1863. 165 
MeCulloch, Robert. Mentioned?2-:2- 2. --02-- === 22 en see eae 532 
McDaniels, Mentioned s<2acivt-. 56002" 58 PUL. sche leben aad 528 


836 INDEX. 


Page 
McDonald, Joseph. 
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Reportor survey iol Usa oe luind Cnies eee eres a eee eee 778 
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McElroy, James Ni, Mentioned 2222 eee ete eer 465 
McBHlroy, Thomas. Mentioned acme se sate eel ee ee 609, 638, 678, 692, 705, 754 
McFarlan, Ira: Mentioned: .. 225: .-c.ctiasahe en eee te eee ee 53, 54 
McFarlane, John. 
Mentioned. Siteeiee dice 2 2 ee Bg ee See ee 712 
Statement of Confederate forces in Louisiana.............----.-------- 713 
Macfeely, Robert. Correspondence with D. D. Porter.................-- 768 
McGehee we. H. Mentioned... 2...520. 268 oo seep eee oe See eee 436 
McGehee, Miles H. Property taken from estate of, by Marine Brigade. 
Reports of 
Brown; ‘Goore: Wes. S55 Sie sdce ost ee trae eed oe ae 550-552 
Hllet tA. "Witrevee de cot rs eee eee oe Se oe 727, 728 
McGehee, Miles H., Mrs. Mentioned: 52222225 22 onsac as. = ee sae 550, 551 
McHugh, Martin. Mentioned 2:7 22. 2.5.2 22 sss 15 ssoee oe ee 42 
Mack, Eugene. 
Charges preferred by, against Edward Dooley............-.--..-------- 51 
Mentioned: .g2-. a202- seco cee ose = a oe a ee eee 278 
Report of operations of mortar boats against Vicksburg, Miss., May 19- 
July 418682. Sea. oe eo ee ee 51, 53, 66, 67, 69 
‘McKay, Rolla. Statement of sinking of U. 8. 8. Linden.................-. 780 
McKee, George C. Mentioned...............-- ans nada aaa ole cee eee 384, 697 
Maclay, R.P. Correspondence with H. E. McCulloch.............-....- 165 
McLean, Nathaniel C= Mentioned 2 -..-assnee a saa eee 465 
McMaster, Mentioned? scence cee ee eee 677 
McMillan, Charles. Mention edias crs jam ee nets tre er ee 659 
McMorrow.cohns | Mentioned: jose. see ee a eee ee 43 
McMurray, william, Be Mentioned... essa ape eee 153 © 
MeNieil do ht sw \lemtion dee ema estes re ae er ers eee BE MSR 346 
McNeill Ac dim eMentioned 3-2 jeans cece ee ee to ee ane ae eee ee 751 
McPherson, James B. 
Correspondence with 
Hlletr As Wires nie BAS ae aa See ace ee eee ae ee ee 726 
Gipson. ds OC. 2s2 2. Se nests eee ene nee ee 570 
Greer To At 26 oni og cas tdsclok Gases oe ae ok 509, 585 
(PL Eu cen ete seaaeeeae odagin reset aaew elo o tees «ket eee ee 643 
Owen;-E: KivEii.S hk. Se Dee Te Fe ieee 552, 567, 680, 683 
Porter; D)- Dae Oe ed SR ee eee eee 643 
Sherman, We’ li..00 2 ose Geese an She Ue eee 722 
Mentioned fats..i eee Se eee 15, 60, 66, 96, 279, 385, 464, 510, 511, 516, 


517, 523, 540, 541, 555, 599, 600, 642, 655, 663, 697, 703-705, 721, 724, 739 
Madison, Ordnance barge. Mentioned.......................- 146,179, 219, 336, 379 


Magenta, Confederate steamer. Burning of, in Yazoo River.......... 1338, 283, 286 
Magnolia, Confederate steamer. Burning of, in Yazoo River.............. 283, 286 
Magnolia, U, S. Army steamer. Operations in Ohio River during Mor- 

pan’s raid, July S=10" 1 863e.. css et eee oe 243 
Magruder, JohnyB y= Mentionedere: osame tenet oe ne ae 578, 736, 747 


Maine, State of, Steamer. See State of Maine, Sleamer. 
Maitland, William. (Mentioneds27:..s.2-e- 2s eens peace eee 516 
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Mangum, W.H. Correspondence with 
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SCONE Ba al, ee eR SE 9, 10 


Manitou,* U.S. 8. (No. 13). 
Expedition in the Red, Black, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, J uly 12-20, 
USGS See eee cess sae eee a. Lee. See ATSB 263-271 
PEC ROMUUN AU OL nia toy ohh cas Olas os cc cue eset ree 5, 50, 57, 91, 135, 146, 
179, 187, 201, 219, 336, 364, 368, 376, 379, 427, 452, 507, 533, 546, 565, 577 


Operations at White River, Ark., and vicinity. i, = 212; 226 
Orders for movements. 2.2... 22S 022. spat Sesh ems ane ge ig 378, 424 
WManiPnGalvingA MeRMONed s 28 tos ox 0\- 26 Seas oe ae Bn ato 94, 101 
BREST OL Teams MORON OG oe no tne oe eo ae rs ies Whe 708-710 
Wrens OnyeNte blon 1) ss Mentioned 9. ceases cnc eee ele one ee 252, 253 


Marine Brigade. See Mississippi Marine Brigade. 
Marine Corps, U.S. Effort to transfer from Navy to Army. Communi- 


cations from Commandant of U. 8. Marine Corps............ 611 
Marine Corps, U. S., Commandant of. Correspondence with D. D. Por- 
UD PSS SaOGH AOS OS DQS 585 BA Sakae Goan hod nae AT o ae ae SESeimitaeg 590, 611 
Marines, U.S. 
Guarding public property at Cairo and Mound City, Ill............ 326, 327, 590 
Necessity for, and efficiency of, in connection with the Navy. Commu- 
nications from Commandant of U. 8. Marine Corps.......... 611 
Marxion, Ark. Hxpedition to. Report of A. W. Hllet......0.2.220. 220s. 149 
Marmaduke, John S. Mentioned................-.. 207, 349, 354, 355, 358, 360, 362 


Marmora, U.S.S. (No. 2). 
Burning of houses by, at Eunice and Gaines Landing, Ark., June 13-15, 


US Ghee cee ee ee ne Sees ee kee ee eee 172-174 
Temes MIRE GL eee ees ee SB is 2 ba eig iacien an ecia Se 420 
Convoy. dutyeaperormed bycnse.2 5-2... Sasn anges eee ee otro aw ee 153 
Cooperative expedition in White and Little Red rivers, Ark., August 8- 

GTS G3 ees eee ee eye ok. aE StS 348, 352-355, 359, 360, 362, 363 
IMICSTE TOS 02.5 ats, 5 pe eo ante eet Se Me eee herd S aS pat See Se cet aa 140, 146, 


157, 177, 179, 187, 219, 226, 262, 327, 336, 367, 379, 422, 427, 431, 436, 
507, 542, 546, 562, 609, 638, 643, 663, 678, 692, 712, 718, 725, 754, 769 


Operations ineVvViazOOrWiVers. .- 2.2 = oci-5 - hoicke's oe = dere oleate 735, 743, 755, 763 
Marshall, James. 
Dxroenoudenée Wathene HeelDumaviants sane. S25 Ae oan eee eras. 532 
Mention edaeespeeie Lee ae as eee ests oe 27, 76, 517, 562, 610, 638, 692, 754 
Reports of. 
Island No. 18, Mississippi River. Prisoners captured at.........-- 531 
Tiptonville;lenn> eAutaims imvicinity Of: . 222. 58.9525 -2.4-2- 617 
Marshalls OshitayH ms Mentionedin seses 2-208 2 -< Uist old aatete ere a 460 
iets irae A171 79 pum MCI LOMOC ese a a ao aie oicycpeieSiatat= ee raym sya omncyeieveraie Be oS Oe 452, 453, 455 
Parte) 2 NCHGONCC occ oe oo = tn aoa nsw se miesesaln wine EA sila aes SS ARS 454 
Martin, James S. Mentioned...... ee se eatee HE reser oe 246, 318, 324 
Martin, Lillie, Steamer. See Lillie Martin, Steamer. 
Mary Keene, Confederate steamer. Burning of, in Yazoo River....-...-- 286 
Mary T.,} Steamer. Mentioned.........-.---..-.+------+-----+++-++- 143, 395, 773 
Mason, A. Po Mentioned .ios2m th... wuss) . ssigee. Me. ae eee Til 
Masonic Gem, Steamer. Mentioned.............-.-------++----2-------- 490, 497 


* Formerly James Thompson: afterwards U. S. S. Fort Hindman, which see. 
+ Afterwards C. S. S. Cotton, which see. 
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Memphis, City of, U.S. hospital boat. See City of Memphis, U. 8. hospital 
boat. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
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193, 220, 308, 438, 517, 525, 527, 612, 616, 656, 765 
Cooperation with army forces between New Madrid, Mo., and. Com- 
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Pennock, Avs Mire. -cacje siciie-s witiareraie 5 <sepeth sec ec rae ae ne 207, 224 
Schofiekd, UM cannes Suttiniwa dicen ccs sce «eee ee 206, 207 
Firing upon steamers Platte Valley and Golden Era near, June 17, 1863. 
Communications from Alexander Asboth.......................... 187 
Report. of JamesiMnPuchett 2. gtsei2:... Se ceee Seu eee eee 188 
Naval hospital at. Report of D. D. Ponter.t....2..02J.32..- sss 380 


Repair of vessels at. See Memphis, Tenn. Affairs at. \ 
Supplies taken to Confederates by prisoners released at. Report of D. 
D: Portersy2ccsseegce east ae ee 651, 652 
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Se SUSEBEES Ga W/eNes nN EVP GY ARETG ei ec ae ie teas 626 
ME DOT eNO LTE me MONON: sone onan es ee ne Mee ee ee ee 92, 278 
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Milliken’s Bend, La. 
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MeCN Ocho gnc Bis 2 ne i. Re ict oe earn nae ates eae Soe ee 165 
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MamnesoLea Steamers: MONiMOUCd =a. oa cei celote ye ae cloaca yee = wake iio 157 
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* Known officially as C. S. S. Virginia. 
+ Formerly Sciota, which see. 
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595, 618, 637, 646, 673, 705 
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Moose,j U.S.S. (No. 34). 
On i Le ge eee 144, 146, 172, 174, 179, 187, 219, 223, 


224, 258, 336, 379, 427, 438, 507, 562, 609, 638, 643, 650, 657, 692, 746, 754 

Operations in 
Gam perlanduan Gi OMnior Ary ersiacacies~ = seis esis meas oe ce Eet eee aE 428, 
464, 465, 508, 524, 534, 535, 546, 548-550, 553, 554, 557, 563, 579-582, 586, 
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i eS ee ee a 
* Formerly Ellet ram. 
+ Formerly Florence Miller, which see. 
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Orders and instructions. 


Greer; *James: Ah ets se tree re hee ae ares repeal 318, 328, 332, 404, 425 

‘Portere DR 0 sie Seen ic Weathers ere eter ee er eee ee 271, 617, 786 
Reports of 

Crh red Dd Si. aa, Se nee eee einai Jeerernoecduperiacicnos's > 289 

Greer, JamMeseAses: sascccese teres 310, 331, 369, 375, 384, 399, 589, 628, 737 
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steamer Empress at Natchez, Miss., pp. 444-449... 
Natchez Island, Miss. Seizure of steamer Volunteer off, November 25, 
1863s shWeportof Hy Mey anise y aes cree ope eee ae ere 597 
National, New, U.S.S. See New National, U.S. 8S. 
Naumkeag, U.S. S. (No. 37). 
Mentioned’ 33 25.425 25 2s 2. c da Saka cae = oe ee Lem Meee eee Saeeroters 132, 140, 
146, 153, 160, 174, 179, 187, 217, 219, 336, 369, 377, 379, 420, 427, 436, 477, 
478, 498, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 643, 685, 692, 754, 777, 779, 780, 783, 784 
Operations in Ohio River during Morgan’s raid, July 8-19, 1863......... 239; 
241-243, 245, 248, 251-255, 256 
Navy, U.S. 
Necessity for, and efficiency of marines in connection with. Communi- 
cation from Commandant of U.S. Marine Corps....-....----- 611 
Return of soldiers detailed to, by U. S. Army. 
Communications from 


Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, U.S. Navy..-...--.--.-- 553 

Porters De Dtn...2 es So ag ey a ae a 320 
General orderot Dy. DY Porter shene. -2c 22-6 a eee 320 
Report.of Byron Wilsone 2 seco: a. oe es ee eg ee 340 
Act transferring Western Flotilla from War Department to.......-...-.-- 559, 624 


Navy Department, U.S. 
Correspondence with 


Banks Nia Posey 2: oes oa ek ee wa oe 5 ee ee ee 669 
iBacheuGe Mase nee eee ee ea tees es Mo A IE sae c 41, 415 
Burncide: AHS. 202 sos os eee eee ee Seen ee 334 
Bitchy be RO yes oo on hop age a ee 258 
Goll, Jie D s& Cot Reso. ok wae ee eee ee 273 
Hallecki His Wow ceccsenek acts. ee 347, 457 
WOO, SP Sosa cse sos oases eo ee 34 
Pounce Ay Mote oe eee 13, 37, 144, 169, 254, 303, 326, 333, 334 
Bhelpayi8. Liss e25)-. cress ecole scars sere eee 222 
Porter: Dict) 223 eee eee 5-7, 21, 24, 38, 42, 65, 71, 79, 83, 95, 


103, 109-111, 133, 138, 144, 145, 150, 162, 175, 178, 212, 214, 218, 227, 228, 
263, 273, 274, 277, 282, 284, 285, 293-296, 300, 306, 307, 312, 332, 335, 337, 
340, 347, 354, 370, 372, 380, 381, 386, 393, 396, 397, 404, 412, 413, 418, 495, 
426, 440, 450, 457, 460, 466, 468-470, 475, 480, 482, 505, 529, 533, 535, 544, 
545, 558, 561, 566, 567, 582, 584, 595, 601, 602, 614, 615, 618, 623, 624, 631, 
637, 639, 646, 647, 651, 660, 665, 668, 675, 676, 682, 686, 691, 693, 698, 704, 
705, 715, 719, 730, 731, 740, 746, 749, 752, 753, 756, 763, 769, 774, 775, 787 


Prichett, J: Moc G2 ig52 a6 aoe Seek wee ee 232 
Ramsay). Bs Msccsctec sn cin oe Sites xls ae ere Se ee oe 505 
Selfridge, T. O2.. 2.5020 s.08 Ana ets cbs Re ee 714 
Treasury. Department, U)..87 20.2 se ane se Jee ee et ee 590, 668 
Walke, H...2 2.02 Oe ae 321 


War. Department Us Sasqsssaeeee eee see 293, 294, 297, 311, 576, 627 
General order of, announcing death of Rear-Admiral Foote............. 209 


INDEX. 845 


Page. 
Nebraska, Steamer. Mentioned .:............ 2.22. .00..cceeeccee ees Vey iyale 589 
Neeld, John R. 
EES OTE: USSR GR 6 ne a a aL 707 
Report of capture and disposition of steamer Water Witch eee Seer Aeeee 528 
Negroes. See Contrabands. 
Bae te eStaE  MIGHULONON Gay enicd< cay tone Ges cons sec ke et atacand onale 427 
NGS Om Sled Oh wa MOntONCCs se Seen cece Fe oe as oon eae ne, 264 
See ey PRE TID Re MO OLA a he os Soe os mas ir Fs wig 4A va ow tee saree W228 
Ne ISO Ti OLO frame NLEMUONOd et 5 ck ae Ae ees etait cab chert UE a taeiers oie cie 406, 410 
Neosho, U.S. S. 
ESS SS Te Se pe ae eet eer ele a RR aaa 185, 416 
Engagement near Morganza, La., December 8, 1863 SR: es res ee eae 625, 626 
Febiger, J. C., appointed to éotmmaand Fe ia a ee ee ee Eee 193 
Mentioned': -<2<is-.<5< 219, 272, 305, 334, 336, 379, 380, 395, 397, 401, 423, 427, 439, 
441, 504, 507, 526, 546, 562, 571, 575, 577, 609, 634, 638, 642, 692, 754, 758 
BOuolOm ea ee MMW ONEd : conc acc ces 65.0 ete sie.cis 65/6 csjecve wie cie 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
New Albany, Ind. 
Construction of U.S. vessels at. 
Communications from 
ECOOKE Ad CR eee ee ee ome etre tom te ae sae ee ee cet ee 608 
AERTS Oey Pane B btn aoe me a Sol ei aut ah Ree ae itn aati 576 
Ordenot- Navy Department, UsS 2.21520 resco eee ote see ee 582 
Reports of 
IBTGCHORISEp Rance. ae eee ce inet aoe ee es © cae ee 509, 564 
PE OTbEI Ly INE or. ci ee ling Saye ee ene ite ete te eo ere 58, 623 
Purchaseo.vessels.at. Report of K.R. Breese.2.20 0s sites. eee 2 564 
Now, Champion, steamer. Mentioned... .. iis saes ss. oon on ete CB 


New Era, U.S.S. (No. 7). 
Firing upon Confederates by, near Tiptonville, Tenn., December 2, 1863. 617 
NICSE IASG G be le as oe pea con rere ee 148, 146, 153, 179, 186, 187, 189, 219, 
279, 336, 379, 427, 436, 507, 546, 562, 610, 635, 638, 643, 692, 754, 769, 784 


Operations. 
MElSlandeN ol Orang sVIGMMNIGYe soe coils ses ois Sea toe = ie civic 180 
Atisland Nos18, MInsissipple RiNelsveres aos. sat coonea)sk nee 531, 582 
New Jersey Troops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiments: 34th, 491; 35th, 
487. 
Nowamkentucikiy, steamer. Mentioned... -. 7...) teense net ane a 125, 583 


New Madrid, Mo. 
Affairs in vicinity of. 


Monn cahons MOM Joi SCMONCl A seer cess ees ecciete =e felevei-tare = 180, 189 
‘Oixsterant NA NIB Wear O Sane ner de GAO AE on oo BOM Oeeeo Reon eee tase 192 
Reports of 
Nei brorinis dleseeiinG ein eee tees BSR AA GoM eR Scomsecoosauodsaaes 189 
MNCS Ss Wesco seas Resse aA pen Sob oc ses ae DOM een ae Sebo Sapp sae 194, 260 


Cooperation with army forces between Memphis, Tenn., and. Commu- 
nications from 


Seino el. di. ING csccceaccsaodbe od peor oo RO Cea AaEEINC OOS os OC eCoLgEt 206, 207 
iPepnmeel<, JAM jos scder ested acne Cc OES ODG CORT SO DOGE OCC parr 207, 224 

Newman’s Plantation, Miss. Attack upon boat’s crew from U. 8. Si 
Juliet, June 20, 1863. Report of Ed. Shaw......-.-.------- 195 


New National, U.S.S. 
Cooperation with army forces for capture of Yazoo City, Miss., July 12- 
(lbp 4a seed ny epae GS a ena eee 280-293 
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New National, U. S. S.—Continued. Page. 
GrOuUDCING Ol eee ee eee eae ee ee eo ele ciora sole eralelal ere olaloletalerer ater siemens 402 
Mentlioned/stec. -ssets aceon omen 144, 146, 151, 153, 169, 173, 179, 195, 203, 219, 


336, 339, 375, 379, 418, 419, 422, 424, 425, 427, 431, 437, 443, 507, 546, 562, 
583, 589, 591, 592, 609, 623, 638, 663, 664, 671, 692, 707, 711, 717, 721, 74 


Orders:for movements 22s secere cies aint assy ey ag are oc 368 
New Orleans, La. 

Atfairsiin.. Reportiol DoD Portenie cn: 222. occ 36-6 ore ee eee 337, 370 

Limits of Mississippi Squadron extended to............-.-.-...--- 334, 335, 337 


Plan to capture. 
Communications from 


AAT, ERP CNC 5s ao acca ers oa ee pore a soe ia oe ete ee 643 
MePhersomns, J Bas Soeiiars overtop cnet oe teas es te ee 643 
Reports of 

PONTOCK, Arr Mir sates epg apres ee ce icles eae ee 721, 422 

Porter, D. Uae As eas ee he Aloe Oi Ae Be eet see » 665 

Prizes captured below White River, Ark., to be sent to. Order of D. D. 

POLG?. ois wc ooo ce tate Be es eo ee Son ae oe eee ee 687 

INews,.Dr:, “Mentioned 2.20.28 229. jee oes oo ee eee ee 453 
Newsboy, Steamer. = Mentioned 222. sees ae pana ee ee 548, 554, 555, 745 
Newsham,Thomas) J, Mentioned—- <2 2 - -65- -e 42> ee eee 181, 235 
New York, Steamer. Mentioned.......... Shicioyenc re haaensers alae ore Pee 526 


New York Troops. Mentioned. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 14th, 433. 
Infantry—Regiments: 128th, 365. 


Nichols, EH. Mentioned o,2 eens: ae sae ee see eee ee 80 
Night (Wight?), Platt. Mentioned=......s.necsabt. oc sence eee 532 
Nightingale, Steamers. Mentioned (22. cea. 2 eee eee 594 
Nina Simms, Confederate steamer. Mentioned...................-.-...-- 143 
Noble, Henry T. 

Gontespondence withiG2 WaBYOwnec .20. Ree. Sek Eee ce eee eee 668 

MENTLONCG Seren eriettemee eh fot wiciatdiasi oes =aenee Ps oes eee ee 552 
Nolan, Mentioned ...2ss25. 45-5252 tA ee 642 


Nolte, Fred, Steamer. See Fred Nolte, Steamer. 
North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate). Infantry—Regi- 
ments: 29th, 291, 293. 


Noyleson, Captain. “Mentioned. .- oo. oy cs se ee ee 642 
Nivanza, Um on ose Vlen tioned see ee ees Ses oy ee Rte 627, 646, 704, 707 
OBrien, John F. “Mentioned... ee ee 747 
Officers. ; 

Regular. Deficiency of, in Mississippi Squadron....................... 719 


Staff. Views of D. D. Porter regarding relative rank.................... 601-608 
Volunteer. Views of D. D. Porter regarding appointment of, as mem- 


berszof\courts-martiall Wee. 7-256 8k ones ah ee ee 425 

Ogden, Fred. N3.: Mentioned:> ua oe.cat eee ee eee 120, 122, 123 

Oglesby, Richard J; “Mentioneds.. 220.-.2-0-- oe eee eee 129, 133 

OhiosBoelle; Steamer, Mentioned 25... osc. ee 4,173 

Ohio River. 

Difficulty of securing pilots for gunboats in. Report of A. M. Pennock.. 640 
Disposition of vessels in. Reports of 

Fitch, Le doy. yaoi 346d Se See ee 159, 171, 223, 438, 465 


Pennock, ‘Ai Minwcdty cue wtoats qubten. Mure Se eee 159 
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Ohio River—Continued. Page 
Operations in. 
Communications from 


PCC et NN oe Ree eke Seen exh eA adock nek kan GOO axe bee 465, 553 
Kerr WE RS eee eee ee det GARD Ahh Jide Sk Le cReke,< amet 553 
tracher Navy Departiaent, US e.cca xaaccaccs. tedeckueonnek ees 334 
Reports of 
BOWRIS AD. Dis eet ee RRewEee 5 Sea tee... cen oeeSaE Wed 554 
BOM PO REC AARP asa BUOLEEKE SUEN (eR a KES, caldee cd ene 465 
RO be, Wes. CHR Uy SoG ee Es BORER Bahn ews weeded sec 509 
BUCH LeRoy es os eee kee 174, 428, 464, 498, 508, 509, 524, 554, 557, 563 
Renn Ge karate Meer certs sas saa Siok Sa elo Sty is 5s SD 315, 334, 640 
Watson; Josephits pckeeeie see Bika ORBAN 2b} EE 420, 434 
See also Morgan’s raid in Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana: 
Purchase of vessels for operating in. Report of D. D. Porter........... 144 


Towns, distances, depth of water, etc., from mouth of, to Louisville, Ky. 610, 611 
Ohio Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: 4th, 199. 

Infantry—Regiments: 58th, 11, 26, 43, 44, 47, 208, 340; 76th, 44. 


O’Karb, Montlonederera: potent re ice ferrin eae eed ee 301 
Piet phe ra CineA. se Men WON ed mec <3 5c eee Me a oe Ney Rica Sake epi 754 
marae Steal Cras MCNMON CO as nite cee oo oe ce sine cies Se oe cree IS. 613, 614 
O'Neil, A. F. 
Dersenpomence Wit Sr Phelps. cnn acon sccese ek eagavtte sk ate ds 688 
MCR toned os eee re oe cee e eee 507, 562, 610, 619, 620, 638, 692, 703, 716 
we Wwenmcomelius- Mentioned 229.222 <5. tceiea as 2 osc 5d et 2. ee 43 
O'Neill, H. B. 
Correspondence with J. A. Greer............- 388, 402, 425, 520, 566, 568, 569, 584 
NIGH ON CU er ce see ces Seo. n eae ces. clewes © 384, 427, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Reports of. 
Curlew, U.S. S. Assistance rendered steamer Lady Price by...... 633 
Paducah, Ky. Airtval at, with dispatches........2--.......--.-.-. 657 
Vessels boarded by...-.--- SpE Rr oR Se ROCCE SEB OEaOe PS ariasA nae 583 
OzWoulyprnomas.. 5 MENONE . 6 o crcinn cei pine encom x 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427 
Prime. Wilhany W. » Mentioned 5 ccnwel tn ran fb « sdempintl- netics be Percpemnrsmatels 289 
Osage, U.S.S. 
a iecitots ce... te Seaieth alld: nd. .geibirn 143, 150, 158, 166, 185 
Couthouy, J.P. appointed torcommand-.2c-j2-cecbh otha d tiie sees eee 272 
Expedition up Red, Black, and Ouachita rivers, February 29-March 5, 
ES GAs ates tk crt wide ct SA ee hea leteleel oe Se Gabe hies Somes k cleo 787-789 
Injury sustained by, near Memphis, Tenn., July 24, 1863............... 325 
Meta CAAE OR ila ko Pecraamgactincch ces ce ndaneqack 132, 152, 176, 
193, 217, 219, 304, 315, 336, 343, 379, 380, 427, 441, 448, 451, 452, 454, 459, 
507, 546, 562, 575, 577, 598, 599, 609, 638, 642, 679, 692, 713, 714, 754, 758 
PCOTSHOLMOVCILCWIS pets S oe (ope core uctoraalainin minicsn= PREIS MED ~~ ola orate 159 
SOT) Cl COW ON conn seen ee Oe oe RO BA Cts See eer SA ae 582, 583 
VWecselaipoard edmuymoticete MtONt acc. 50s == ese aii se «ie 5) ee wk 619 
Osband, Embury D. 
Correspondence with W. K. Owen. ... 2.0.5. veus oc wns eet eee eee 653 
J PEST OTE Wee nse coe ale pao gn ERNE ee a a 622, 663, 678, 755 


Osceola, Confederate steamer. Mentioned.......-.-...---------------+-++ 143 
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Ouachita,* U.S. S. Page. 
Conditionsofs 2. 2) ec iio ae Se pesca cee ese era Se eres eee 784 
Expedition up Red, Black, and Ouachita rivers, February-29-March 5, 

EBG4. Pomc Sat a ee ore Sait ete ree ieee tet 787-789 
Mentioned... 418, 427, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 642, 692, 734, 737, 740, 745, 750, 754, 764 
Ordersifor: movements: sace-ce ce. pee = ck ee eae 2 es eer 759 


Wilson, Byron, ordered to relieve A. R. Langthorne of command.... 715,738, 739 
Ouachita River, La. Operations in. See Red River, La. Expedition from, 
into Black, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, July 12-20, 1863. Also 
Red River, La. Expedition from, into Black and Ouachita riv- 
ers, La., February 29-March 5, 1864. 
Owen, Elias K. 


Assigned to command Fifth District Mississippi Squadron.........-.--- 375, 376 
Correspondence with 
‘Bickerstaff »Sauihctk .. se ages -. ok see ek aise: Sees 433 
Blatchford Dao. us ste se! ote ee Se ee ee ee 433 
Bulton, 538 3.52. eee so-so e ee << eae ea eee ee 600 
Hawkins s Jia P sas css erie m ace 2 ara cin SER E eg SSE cea reer 511 
Johnston, J. View. 88 seen. 2 ee ae Ec SE or a 690 
Lawyer, We 2. yess scte cg 3 ae xa ee ei 2 ia eee ene ee 433 
IMGATCRUD, Js Ses. Gosche s wise ease re Bes eee 500 
McPherson, J (Bo icg oe care e's oer oe cies aie a stele ieeate 552, 567, 680, 683 
Morton; Gi: 254322225 2555S Bese ie Soke ee ec eee cee ee 513 
Osband , RD a. acer mmeiiataie = swiss aan ate ee ee 653 
POttey Jeanne cava hc aSe mcm Sep eees ee SE ae ene ee 431 
Porter) DMDUH 318 sae. ia bce Seashell 715 
Sherman} W 2) sin 2s.2e sh oe ee es ee eee 703, 715, 724 
Willard lS i05 Joss sera eee me oe Se ne Se pe 683 
Mentioned. - 2 ~..---- 92, 126, 146, 179, 219, 277, 319, 336, 379) 
389, 427, 507, “BLD, 516, 562, 609, 638, 692, 704, 716, 722, 723, 739, 740, 754 
Reports of. 
Fifth District Masset Opt squadrons 2A fiaitsolses. ss ae ee 431, 
435, 442, 459, 464, 510, 622, 663, 678, 683, 684 
Grand Gulf, Miss. Affairs in vicinity of....... 45-47, 72, 75, 93, 100, 163, 346 
eOlistamae 2A Talnsiial sa. 28 seagate ee ior eee aoe 3138 
Milliken’s Bend, Mississippi River. Engagement at, June 7, 1863.... 163 
Mississippi Marine Brigade. Operations of, at Rodney, Miss.......-. 642 
Rodney; Miss) A fairs ain vicinity of 2-2 se. s eee ee 94 
Skipwith’s Landing, la. “Aifairsani vicinity of-.s...- =.= eee 422 
Sweden and Lillie Martin, Steamers. Seizure of..................... 514 
Vicksburg) Missi s"A fairs im: vicinity! ofere saeeee ae nek see eee 421, 518 
Volunteer, Steamer. Boarding of, by U. S. ram Horner............- 599 
Yazoo River, Miss. 
Expedition in, to inspect U. 8. 8. Cairo, October 18, 1863......-.. 499 
Operations in, in cooperation with army expedition to Meridian, 
Misti oto. Ste oe ae Hs AOR SSRIS 705, 717, 725, 735, 743, 755, 768 
Owen, Richard., Mentioned :..c.. tcc heccec nec renesee eae ee ee 147, 148 
Owens) William R., Mentioned. -. cc .cceue- se ean tener 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Ozark, U.S.S. 
Condition ‘of. ..0. . 5.220 wees ee eee ee ee ee 414, 731 
Montioned’s 225 sac ceceec meee ete ie coe Caan en ae 480, 722, 754, 758 
eee ats Olse Sere ce knae nf selene tee Serene tas Ne ene See 429, 746 


* Formerly Loujsville, which see, 
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Paducah, Ky. Affairs in vicinity of. 


Page. 
Communications from 
FACE DO UnLevAll exc a OTe nara eRe A ake ci M es tests 3,9 aU eet ae aes 308 
Eaiet os SSRI G SG SIG Aer 20 ee as ee ee 489, 529, 654 
ne Ee te ee Fee cK ian Ween ss be oie ng eae 528 
Loar ves 1S DSS ae ee ee b-< Seah een eee 530 
Reports of 
PIES 8 NR ee eer ee ee ee 490-492 
REE Pes ete tt irs SRR Sn eG MINS CR cdl e t as bal aidaess 526, 528 
Pee Rn eres tore Re ae re USE Ee eae Salad sw he ew Seka 553 
maine we leanote AwsMOMilOued cee sees cs ee ein. oc Said ea eR! amt 730 
Peer SC Ye te AMOMMGNOG. «<u... colon ote onk pick hnpise samen vcnceme 368 
Palmer, James S. 
Correspondence with 
(Pele Poi De Oe eS Sa ee ee ee ee |e 744 
AV ices Fle wee tre Bee eee ayers ys SAN Po yey ye hak, Se AY Gg 14, 156 
rae Nee CY cle oa MS ea nie onc Sak 63, 126, 137, 142, 190, 767 
Report of engagement near Simmesport, La., June 3, 1863................ 154 
BANS. a5. po se MentiONed..2- =... gos aeneee cx 147, 153, 180, 220, 337, 380, 424, 617 
eee Esl OG LCT GLO MCG oer ae ont a nts Se OS ye Sal oie An Oe 268 
Parallel, Steamer. See Thirty-fifth Parallel, Steamer. 
Pargoud, Confederate Steamer. Burning of, in Yazoo River.............. 283, 286 
ears Orem ilot- om Momiioned aint he ern Os ae San to eS cn 3 
Pa CrmnO<Nal le Asm NOMMONCA E285 52 e8 caro 2 22) (se aces Satckpardago see ees 343 
Park ores Obie ©. eMeniOned 2 sath fr 222202 he ee cs dcind snniesGe ese een eee 462, 543 
PATS NOUN me Men ONC. cet Sun aoe ats See wets Seonetee Sole piste wis ote ep 406, 410 
EVOL LOIM fer kt ee CT MON COs - 252 c.c See ee ociniy Sonora ae ea etna 313 
Parsons, Charles. Correspondence with 
COE mS A) = dene eae: ean See eS Se eee ne oe an She ela me cape 783 
1 ERO TH Ceo 91 0) 1D Peis 8 ae SI ra ap eee een Can oe see aC Farr 783 
Parsons, Lewis B. 
Correspondence with I). D. Porter:.......-<..-~.---.- 681, 741, 762, 764, 770, 784 
IMIG RO eG been SSE NE Ge eee ence Rene Tae ene Hee eee mess 497, 630 
TROT Sm Wi Ali diae ms MCMMONEC sneer raat ae hota: - = Siri 2 ajainhsi Seiciatine pia" 408 
ieqiorey \Wallbereost Cin eeche aon gee soos Aone eee eee oe crop acne 635 
Pattison, Thomas. 
Corespoudonce wit Lou. Yeatmans.,. 22222542 ---i02- S820 Sie ces 537 
Cpe aOR ae, Spee a Nigel RSI SR a 140, 152, 325, 344, 690 
Reports of. 
ied me Ss Samer CONGIONY Olean eee erie cin eet 2 are femiec rt 434 
Memphis, Tenn. Affairs at... --. 222-222. 222-2 -e es eee ges ssi - Vite 
193, 220, 308, 438, 517, 525, 527, 612, 616, 656, 765 
Water Witch, Steamer. Information regarding.........-.----------- 527 
Patton, Colonels. Mentioned -s--2< sees nee eee a niin oii - 662 
Paulding, Hiram. Mentioned..........-- Ro Sartia chee Ware cusp ale eaae re = ByAl 
Wanlne, C;S.S: Mentioned ........-..5.2022-- 0022-2 cree enn eee seeps 464 
Paw Paw,j{ U.S.S. (No. 31). 
Cooperation with army forces in Tennessee River, October 10 to Decem- 
SERGE ail SS My Saks SOM SOR 2a oe mee 480, 486, 495 
EERE tlle pao Ae a ee 146, 186, 187, 194, 217, 219, 225, 261, 


305, 323, 336, 338, 377, 379, 380, 427, 507, 546, 562, 609, 638, 643, 692, 754 


* Unidentified. ; Formerly Fanny. (See vol. 24, p. 668.) 
51246°—n w R—VvoL 25—12——54 
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Paw Paw, U.S. S. (No. 31)—Continued. Page. 
Raising Ofrs.s02005 020 «Sue « stviewcinrio macs sce esces scene ss aeacesaacnaae 368, 414 
Sinking of, in Walnut Bend, Mississippi River, ‘Aneust OPISES seeeeeere 344-346 


Pearce, Albert, Steamer. See Albert Pearce, Steamer. 
Pearce, John. 


Correspondence with J. A. Greer..........----------- 2-2 eee eee rere 424, 563 
Mentioned..........-.- peed 041). 
264, 268, “279, 336, “427, 507, “562, 597, 598, 609, 638, 692, 754, 787 

Report of affairs in vicinity of Ellis Cliffs, Miss..........-..------------- 621 
Pease, William S. Mentioned..........-..--..--------------------+--- 325, 714 


Pemberton, John C. 
Correspondence with 


Bowen Solin Seen cteae occa eee ere 117 
Gram HOURS ise eee ora eee a ee 102 
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Attacks upon U. 8... Signal, transport Emerald, and steamer Black 
Hawk by Confederate battery near met of, November 18 
and 21, 1863. 
Extracts from logs of 


CinOlan77 ls Bilsloseeemdoansocseeaeae ease ae Soe sen oe omiore eae 575 

INSITE NO), SSS oe eee ees Here ae eer oer car anhes Sa Rem rane 575 
Reports of 

MORIN Ye ae acdy cine seme dicts s <a feta sininiainste ae 9 = a4 akg emis he 571 

MORN eo aie Se = alate la ite a Se pa eis Oo nie sin nlne B ee 571-574 

Titieg 783) ¢ DS AP ee ORO Or Seen ae Oe ae ae eee ee 615 
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Red River, La.—Continued. Page. 
Expedition from. 
Into Black and Ouachita rivers, February 29-March 5, 1864. 


Castial tiestacccre sete ae ee ence eis ote area ete ee ee 789 
Reports of 
Loan) eel Bad Di ae eecneaemcenbbenie Ae oooos atidnanmstioes ts 787 
Ramsay ate Meee ese = a ee eee ae eee eee eee 787 


Into Black, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, July 12-20, 1863. 
Extracts from logs of 


ConsGisiheethed Uioies Isbasceudesdoccasoes sGesoednotonsosode cite 266 
Forest, Rose; Un 82 8.562. 52 oe. t see ot ae ee eee 267 
Manitou, U.S. Stessal 2 ites ee ere ae ee eee 268 
Petrel Um SA S26 ca cccecta ree este oe eee te eer 269 
RattlerssW SS S522 ccscs Me 2k Soko oe ec ee eee 270 

Order of T. O. Selfridge regarding prize steamers Louisville and 
Hlmitacnost af2.eho.e pests a ee oa ee eee ee 265 

Reports of 
Pennock, Aw Mi.n.cge2 Shee ote ae ie ee sn See 5 265 
Porter; Dit D lacci2s Fike ot sses tens ce Soe ee 263 
Selinidoe “Ms OV Ae Ise oes ye nee ee ee eee 264, 265 
Yard Hy -M..,, et alcz.sc: 225522 odo ee ee ee 266 
Expedition to, from Vicksburg, Miss., and return. 

May 17-22, 1863. Report of Selim E. Woodworth...............--.- 125 
May 28-June 1, 1863. Report of Selim E. Woodworth...........--. 148 


Operations in and about. 
Communications from 


Banks sINe Pi. te 2s ty. esis oe erie eevee ace 637 
Porter nD SD sce en See Soe ee ee oe oe ee eee 523, 636, 662 
Shermans Wiss 25 Sse etc a ea Sere ae 540 
Orders and instructions. 
Greer, Feel eee eee ee eos ons eee oe ee ee 563, 674 
Porter, DMD 2s e239. = cea eeesnee oo a ee area 137, 210, 260, 368 
Ramsay, Fo SMie tcc afeos oni elo ja ate Se eee es eee 426 
Walke. Hite 2.0 sche. cassie oases eee ee oer ee eee 226 
Statements of 
Carpenter: Cini cai. ymca 5 Sa arn ahora et ae ee ge 577, 616 
McFarlane, John. 2. .< ssesecimameotace Seo oeye ae tee ee eee 713 
Reports of 
Foster) :). Paoieassdesaace eect ves Ost ae aes eae ee 616, 634 
(qreer, James A 25.22% 2 eee sen eee eae nd ree 308 
Porter {Do Dissu. -:<ecte tae acta ee aerate eee rer 413 
Ramka ly, PMs oun rece 414, 577, 620, 653, 679, 684, 712, 772 
Selinidoe wis Ornsoeeee Haisawihers Game tee SARI ES ene ee 387, 734, 736 
Walk, Hiicci a. sacs capt et ec cot hee ee 137, 142, 190 
Wilton. Byron. Ga some oe eee at aera RS. choca cee 555 


See also Argus and Robert Fulton, Steamers. Capture and burning of, 
October 7, 1863, pp. 450-459, 523. 
Ordnance stores for vessels in. Order of D. D. Porter 
Proposed operations in. 

Communications from W. T. Sherman..................-.. 645, 716, 721, 724 

Order.of Ds D...Portervestsyeiicn.. he cle esha cn ee ae 747 
Reports of 

Foster; J.-Pisce. 5 SG ae ee 774 


SOROS eens sacs 640 
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Red Rover, U.S. hospital boat. Mentioned..............0..... 02000005 or 
125, 146, 162, 179, 219, 336, 380, 427, 507, 547, 546, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 
UOMO Me UCAS" SECIAGHNGU co, oe oe soc ccke dos coca ce cic duces 76, 101, 106, 107, 279 
Bess: Elias. 
HOO oe erg sane ets a A 427 
Report of condition of U..S.S. Marmora.:.... 2... 2.000.050... 020 000.0 420 
BuO matic oral om MOntuned sc 222252 ohis2iccca cet ce on Col RIE 46 
Regular officers. Deficiency of, in Mississippi Squadron................ 719 
Reid, Hugh T. 
Correspondence with 
Deer ei Bee oo, Gee c hes trons cect ee, ROE 493, 494, 528 
SatcheeAer da. secs ets eee een ree OK ne AN ee eee AYE eS 526, 528 
MGIHIOREG 2-5 os acca Mate ae Ree ee se ee cae Pent eh EE 346, 530, 739 
Reindeer,j U.S. 8. (No. 35). 
LW IGVE CH LTC 0 EE eRe Se ee a ee eee 144, 146, 172, 179, 187, 219, 


224, 239-243, 248, 251, 255, 256, 336, 379, 380, 427, 438, 507, 508, 546, 562, 


580, 592, 593, 610, 638, 643, 646, 647, 651, 659, 692, 720, 721, 730, 745, 754 
Operations in 


RRERCE EEG RAWOP cy 0) wow sen «Sneek no ee See cs SEO 646-651, 730, 745 
Ohio River during Morgan’s raid, July 8-19, 1868.................. 239 
Relative rank. Views of D. D. Porter regarding..................2...... 601-608 
Rennell, Nugent T. 
Mentioned? .2c226 soc tes fase .. 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692 
Report of engagement at Cypress Bend, Ares Wee ates = ae See 211 
Reno, Benjamin F. Pergola es be 491 
PCNOMETANCIS.meMONLONCH 5. = Semen sending mace sme cle eats ae ate de See ee 28 
Republic, Confederate steamer. Destruction of............-- Pee et ee 8 
Retaliatory measures. General order of Le Roy Fitch.. =f 534 


See also Austin, Miss.; Eunice, Ark.; Gaines Landing, Ak Cree ville, 
Miss.; St. Francisville, La., Shelling of, January 16, 1864. 


TREWGLL Atolares | WIG Tet as Rape pon donate Saeron 4eSeeenesons so5 a5 nce 659 
EB VNOldsS 1d OSOpN id su MOntlONed <=: /<1s< 10's onic sie a oisinn ole ee pe Ieee == 632 
Rice, Thomas. Report of casualties on U. S. S. Mound City, engagement 
with Vicksburg batteries, May 22, 1863.....-..........-.-.-- 26 
Richardson, James F. 
Conrespondencenvitinil) sD) a POLter se caskre. leer: eee eiwjarevreretin es me.sc0 384 
Menmtronedtse .c eae ot preptacics tee ccqniesict-roe ES Tien eer oO arom 69, 146, 179, 
191, 219, 279, 336, 364, 368; 371, 379, 427, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 707, 754 
Reports of. 
Cincinnati, U.S. 8. 
ATTIVaOLvalpuem paisa) Clee. 2c s- saict Seem eal ero sein Ae 377 
INAV ETN Ole pegadandoOncodcr ecoeHHOd oot Sueno Op spo onas bonee 343 
General Price, U.S.S. Grounding of, en route to Memphis, Tenn. . 613 
Goodrich’s Landing, La. Engagement near, June 19, 1863.......-.. 210 
Richardson, Robert V. Mentioned...............:.---++---------+----- 651 
Richmond, U'S.8. Mentioned............-...-.------- 2b eee cee cere eees 370 


Richmond, La. 
Action near, June 15, 1863. 


Gommaillaicatien ronal) 1) Orelee oan ec teep wr aiae =eteterelci nic eae ee 176 
Reports of 

CHIE Me i Oy iy ere gare ete eae se ee 175 

tome 10), IWak  oeBs ishde oe ane ean doce Sots as One ae. eeeai 175 

Affairs at. Report of Alfred W. Ellet............--------------+-+-++++- 201 


* Unidentified. j Formerly Rachel Miller. which see. 
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Page. 
Rider, Captain. Mentioned..............---.50-- +2 eee eee eee eee e eee eee 448, 449 
Riggin, John, jr. Mentioned......-..2..-.-.-------0-22-e2 eee ee eee eee 63, 69, 147 
Rinaker, John I. 
Correspondence with’ U.S. Grant... .. 20... <2 00 te 32 see ee 488, 494 
Report of operations in Tennessee River.........-.--.----------------- 487 
Rinaldo, Steamer, Mentioned <2 eee ce arent oe ae ee 400 
Rivers, James H. Mentioned............-.----.---- 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427, 507 
“Roach, Mr. Mentioned s..43 oi. exc-se dace ede oe go reese eee 499 
ROD aALts, VANES se MCN COM Cd seeps es pee eres eer ere 147, 180, 220, 337, 380 
Robb, Alfred, U.S.S. See Alfred Robb, U.S.S. 
RObpins, Kugene.P. Mentioned sa. asa ela seller eee 163 - 
Robert Allen, General, Steamer. See General Robert Allen, Steamer. 
Robert Campbell, jr; Steamer. Mentioned 222-220. neces =e ee 442 
Robert Fulton, Steamer. Burning of, in Red River, October 7, 1863.. 450-459, 523 
Roberts, Gaptaina: Mentioned: so ss0. 4-6 = oes oe eee ee 663 
Roberts;John S20 Mentioned’. sae sse- ee eee ee eee eee eee 649 
Roberts; William! Ce yMentioned 2a 2-2 cine ote ere eee etre nt 
Robertson, James: -Mentioneds:222 5-2-2. -- ---e ens es ee 406, 410 
Rob Roy; steamer, Mentionedi 222-22... 5= 5 -\osmea- = aoe ee ee 526 
Rocket, Steamer.. Mentioned. 022.4012. 2 er 5 easiek See eee eee creer 584, 619 
Rockett, Patrick, Mentioned.2es: ress) tee see ee 43 
Rock Hill Point Battery, Miss. Destruction of. Report of E. K. Owen... 45 
Roddey; Philip D. Mentioned = 22-222 sae wwe re ee 496, 741, 761, 766 
Rodgerson, Arthur; Mentioned. 3742.5224>--2.- 2 eee 406 
Rodney, Miss. ; 
Affairs in vicinity of. 
Communications from 
Greer, J. Ascites a2 t RA eee REE ee ee eee 585, 733 
MePherson, Je Beats. Peeoe See eee a Se ee 567 
Orders and instructions of James A. Greer.........-..-- 402, 404, 508, 566, 568 
Reports of 
Greer, J: AnssodeSsce «2 cae oe oon oe ee ee 589 
Owen; EA Ke SS20k: to ek ee ee ee eee 94 
Woodworth: Selim Biscace 2 25. eens eee ee ee eee 74 
Capture of Acting Master Fentress and party of men at, September 13, 
1863. 
@lipping irom se MassiSs ip pla ie kerr eee ee Lee 411 
Hxtract trom-los of Un Saun Rattlers-sae. eae ee ae ee eee 410 
General order regarding movements of vessels...............-..--- 406 
Tist.of captured... 22215 ices en eee ee ee 406 
Orders and instructions. 
Greens Ae ae eee <b GSE LAE See ee eee 407, 408 
Porter, -D2D rece ec ncces See Oe ee ee ee 408, 434 
Reports of 
Fentress, W: EB. Ho. ee eee eee 409 
Green gAseccoeeeeee tS ese Ar atte iP ereh aahesMy o 405, 409, 419 
Porter, D. Di... otccc seen rent t oa eee 404 
Statement of citizens of Rodney................ a) SPE oe eee 407 
Firing upon steamer Brazil near, December 11, 1863. Report of eons 
GICOR. oie smc. 5 oe Sica Oats open 2 ase ee er 624 


Firing upon steamer New Champion at, and: burning of property by 
U.S.S. Forest Rose, January 25,1864. Report of J. A. Greer. 737 

Operations of Mississippi Marine Brigade at. Report of E. K. Owen. ... 642 

Shipment of cotton from, Order. of J. A. Greer 520 


Se ae ie 
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Rodney, Miss., Mayor of. Mentioned...................0-.0.ccccceecee “407 
em otph yas) Oe) Montionedes.02. tec Ayal. 203. RAL UL aki sone eee e ee 704, 766 
Roe, John J., Steamer. See John J. Roe, Steamer. 
Rogers, George W. Correspondence with J. A. Greer.................... 569 
Rogers, John. 
Correspondence with 
ae Ne, ECE en ORE eG cS ina ok REE COL ames. Ab 42 425 
Prat ean ees hi Bee sh ch’ ass eRe Lah icaur auch 346 
Sorta ede tet =. Sleek ek 4 Wane eee 427, 507, 517, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754, 779 
Er orsOn Arthur... Bientiondd 24056 odnc8 sack eiori acto AA. ce. 410 
Romeo, U.S.S. (No. 8). 
(COIR UNLOVE totes or ee eR ing i eas at ren coe ee Rn RW BEN ol of 431, 433 
Cooperation with army forces 
Against Confederates at Young’s Point, La., June 7, 1863........... 161 
In Tennessee River, October 10 to December 18, 1863... ... 480, 483, 485, 486 
White and Little Red rivers, Ark., August 8-17, 1863....... 348, 355, 359, 362 
Engagement at Goodrich’s Landing, La., June 30, 1863.................- Die 
Mentioned........-..- 5, 134, 146, 179, 187, 201, 219, 279, 327, 336, 367, 379, 380, 422, 
427, 460, 507, 510, 546, 562, 609, 638, 643, 678, 692, 712, 718, 725, 754, 764 
Orders On ING VeHIen ts seem ee) tte tere. mare rete A ele eS Boi Uap? 576 
ono, Willaims,» Mentioned .c-.... cst cek sees Mee emo es ete ee ee ee 641 
Rose, Forest, U.S.S. See Forest Rose, U.S. 8. 
Rose Hambleton, Steamer. Mentioned.............. Sits SORE Sites aisle 652 
Rosecrans, William S. 
Cormespondencewith A. Mie Pennocka 0" ces e.scse2 eet se encase ores 216 
INNOMGOREO =. ose oe = 108, 130, 131, 170, 183, 235, 241, 277, 295, 304, 512, 533 
Hrosenmiller. Ds PrsMentioned - eae sat aek ote ae pease. nee 638, 692, 754 
SYK NGA (Gy 00) 00200 FS ary ene a Ae ee eens eer 627 
Hoss sDaniel Com Mentioned 323222 300.605. 5-H cece eedenseccGeesteees 532 
osselawrence s.. Mentioned). 2 .<. let. nace Stmiewiess 8 seule sie ee 743, 763, 764 
oss, lueonard: Fo) Mentioned hme oti eas his eo eee 339 
UOTE Ome OCs MeMtIOned i ya) selec ie ets = aise ots Se ae fail RISE Se oa 440 
Roussoqun Lovell Hes Mentioned -.. 25.00.2200. -.-eemise maceie -s seca 744 
Routh, John. 
BVIeHILtOT CC met on Saas eee hoo oa eis os laisse eet: Sige ge te i eee 727 
Property taken from plantation of, by Mississippi Marine Brigade. See 
St. Joseph, La. Depredations committed by Mississippi Marine 
Brigade at. 
Rover, Red, U.S. hospital boat. See Red Rover, U. S. hospital boat. 
Rowan, Stephen C. Mentioned..:.........----.+------- Bits cS eee esr, 529 
Mame, Oledmer. “MeNONE? 2.<..-eiciennn0- +o scigiee erlieetile eso b see) == 169, 364 
foycrott, John A, “Mentioned... -- 2.62 eo = neces eee tie seen 406, 410 
irae Coloma, Niles: 66 oe, o paacoe a oaereooroe Don Sor eeoe Ea ee 662 
I ETerIO“Ld ,.jACOU- LenIONCC = 9-2 sss. ee cea lecelss sie sien s aaa ote 135, 267 
Ryan, Andrew. Mentioned............-.-.----.-------+- +e eee eee eee ee 414 
Ryan, Daniel. Mentioned...........-.-------- sissies eee eee eee eee 406, 410 
Sy CuBaker, civcamer, Mentioned: -22.-4-.- -. Soeeeciee te. 20s eee cies l- 657, 765, 766 
Seaver UL, Seis EMO CCIE oe sae a eberenesnsr oat 6 oo eeee aor 14, 226, 266 
Sage, (Clinton H.?). Mentioned..............----------+---++++++++-++-- 438 


* Unidentified. 
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St. Clair, U.S. 8. (No. 19). Page. 
Mentioned sc cose eee occ aise o ere naa ated Po meee 126, 145, 
146, 159, 160, 171, 179, 187, 219, 223, 241, 242, 245, 336, 379, 380, 427, 

438, 441-443, 461, 507, 546, 562, 587, 589, 610, 638, 642, 692, 754, 774 


Sinking of steamer Hope by.........--.--------- +--+ +--+ +e eee e eee eee 766, 767 
St. Francisville, La. 
Affairs in vicinity of. Report of J. P. Foster........-.-.-+--:------.-- 736 


Shelling of, January 16, 1864. 
Communications from 


OA GATS. Wilt ae aoe cate ie Ses a oat gate ean sacl ree eee 710 
Foster, ds Pe. oes gah aan als sees, os. sain Se Oe ee ee 708 
Reportioidi 2. Hostettecss ss... eee eee ere eee eee 707 


St. Joseph, La. 
Affairs in vicinity of. 


Communicationsdrom:), 5) MePhersonc se. ee ae ae ee 568 
Order oid. A. Greer 2 9.ceqeceeee oe see eee ees eee ee 517 
Reports of 
Greer, J, A....2854-i5s ough. 42. ee ecienk fee ee ees 516 
Murphy, JifMcilu 225° ee. aaiee och at aiken a/iaere rice ae 316 
Wright, Charles Ash. 22 et See See ce a ee ceo 591 
Depredations committed by Mississippi Marine ee at. 
Communications trom J ohniouth ss. j5= 22 seeee eee eee 696 
Reports of 
Crandall, J Ricks. dicen pan emo eio Se << ee 729 
Billet, Al Wit. oncsees des seein seb id ee Ree eee 726 
Shipment ot cottonstrom. Order of J As Greers.ceee-) see ee 520 
Stliouis, Steamers Mentioned ay. crre ys... ei ee 578, 589 
St. Louis, Mo. Construction and equipment of U. 8S. vessels at. 
Orderof J SB aHulls. 2). ace seeer ec cees ee eee 221 
Reports of 
Hl oI Bx xv ox cnnelh neces <oens se ae eee = gee ee 731, 746 
King) Je Woods cece ccconiee cme settcc es see e ee ee oe ee 429 
St. Mary,* Steamer. 
Capture of, in YazoouRiveri sss oss nnc eee eee eee 283, 285, 292 
Mentioned = Asis actee ot ee ee ee ae ere 418, 424, 427, 461, 463, 506, 544 
Saltmarsh; William\ Es Mentioned =e.) sree eee 305 
Sam Gaty, Steamer. Sinking of, in Mississippi River..................... 442 
Sam Young, Steamer. Grounding of, in Mississippi River...............- 339 
Sampson,} Floating blacksmith shop. Mentioned........................- bie 


146, 179, 219, 336, 380, 382, 389, 421, 422, 427, 435, 442, 443, 
459, 460, 507, 546, 562, 610, 623, 638, 642, 669, 674, 692, 754 


Sandoers,{ Captain; iMentioned=-se-. sees asane eee ee ee eee 292 
Sanford williamaC. Mention cdiee cs. s 5 eae eee ee 571 
saunders, J... Mentione@il.c. .cecc couse ee ae cee ee ee 451, 455 
Sawyer, Mr. Mentioned ::.: 2025.2 ows. Roos. te 3 em See eee ee 459, 591 
Sawyer, Roswell M.. Montioned...2).< cise. co eos seme ee Cees eee 33 
Scammons, Mhiakim Po Mentone digees esses ecs etcetera eee 244, 245 
Scheid, "Theodore. Mentlomed ye savas aye ieee ene eee 26 


* Known officially as U. 8. S. Alexandria, which see. 
+ Formerly Ellet ram. 
t Unidentified. 
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Schofield, John M. 


Page. 
Correspondence with 
JOA Ss Nt RO eee ST eee en a 189 
SRG ier eer es a aedccs ck cde kG, — cnamuint 357 
Ree e rere ier et Sekedct sete g Week os dea te Cs ok 180, 206, 207, 224, 312 
SUSIE TDS GSES Ga eee Se re eae ee ee 361 
Mentioned Bes.<nmcets eo. 1 bee besten cals, ous 101, 225, 260, 308, 319, 349, 359 
Seni tco Sion. Meniionedmewes. .. sees. ce Hehe) ao ee? Desay 43 
Dcigtassoteamens pMenionedons. 2.8 o.c. eo kd cdo nega Bhs Set 641, 646, 704 
Scotland, Steamer. Burning of, in Yazoo River................-.--.-. 133, 136, 286 
Scott, John. 
Rorrespondence with G. A) Eherhart..ch: 3 seg b.. Joe ede el et 359 
Mentioned...........--- 146, 179, 219, 238, 336, 379, 427, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Scooters ONT AS. MentiGnedssie wate 2 fac) see mg mete pede pos Oa le 424, 489, 736 
SSE OG CCM COMME CII OUGG eee ate ee ps ce ee Fe SS So ce cists OR 617 
Scurry, jwallam: R.2) Mentioned ¢ 2 26-ceeecsis to 8 en Meee 685, 712, 713, 735, 773 
Ron ray Os WilitarieeA cm MGT ONCO = Serco scr ons 3 eee eee ee Ti 
Boars .Amasac.. Mentioned .<. .. 03: goer eee ween me. tee h 427, 649 
Bopestran. Poh Monilonedian <2 o8 4 vesee shalt ae eee tod 243, 244, 252 
Second District Mississippi Squadron. 
HOSterybavis. asslened (6; COMMmMAN Ci... ee See nh RSS see Bye? 
TURING Se Sie Gets a eR Rn I, cers ae ee CL 378 
MesHelvabtach cd. tO. 55 Sees tees 2) ie 3s WSGst.. ee tese SS 379, 642 
Becretary oteNavy, 0. S... Mentioned. 2.25. 525) s555-. de ee Bo 191, 
238, 301, 332, 448, 504, 524, 533, 631, 667 
For correspondence, see Navy Department, U.S. 
Secretary of Treasury, U.S. Mentioned....:........-2..22-.24 445, 475, 503, 521 
For correspondence, see Treasury Department, U.S. 
Becrotary of War, C.S. Mentioned... . 2... 2-2 1.4. - 22-8 eee 234, 235 
For correspondence, see War Depariment, C. 8. 
Becre valygoteW aly. Uino.. we Mentioned). Sneed mete gene Bs ae. . eee ie 


125, 299, 300, 529, 558, 559, 564, 567, 582, 631, 669 
For correspondence, see War Department, U. 8. 
Seddon, James A. See Secretary of War, C.S.; also War Department, CS. 


Mopire io tCaiien mani emulomed aan ay am tier pies cee nici =, ase e rayne cries 461 
Segur’s plantation, La. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of Robert Town- 
SOG les ee ac Re eee pe BOOED SOIC EERE © Serco mcraaar 364-366 
Selfridge, Thomas O. 
Ansioned to command at Vicksburg, Miss... <<. 22 0s. s-ssasee 562 eee 363 
Correspondence with 
IBepallse, ING 1s soda ee oe page Oar a = ae Satin CEE oe ECC COE ori ski hy 387 
[Reale AOS ara sek oes GPRS ie SEE ee RIE e Ane IPE ac CR BES 265 
VSG 1 Sisdl Seka tet ee eee 118, 345, 375, 382, 389 
Inquiry of, regarding ratio of prize money for pilots.............-.----- 714 
IMIGTUMONOC |. wie on re S es ceet Res panos SBeeeseoo crs ere aa 66, 


132, 135, 136, 143, 146, 156, 179, 199, 219, 263, 266-271, 277, 279, 303, 314, 
336, 346, 376, 379, 427, 431, 507, 513-515, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754, 770, 787 
Reports of. 


Conestoga, U.S. 8. Condition of......--.---.-----------2-----5+- 4 
Cotton. 
(Chorin lop ael dareVlGy htm, hae dhees a james oho once eee agaenee 770, 771 
Seizurel OL eH ODriary lo SOA. ass ance ece send 5 gic air-jet 747 


* Afterwards U, 8. S, Meteor, 
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Selfridge, Thomas O.—Continued. 


Reports of—Continued. Page. 
Covington, U.S. 8S. Disregard of signals by....--..---.----------- 212 
Louisiana, Affairs iness. sees ec crce close rerarere ae ee eee 734, 736 
Red River, La. Expedition from, into Black, Tensas, and Ouachita 

T1LV.CTS; J Why; P2205 SCS setter tetera ala foetal tener 264, 265 
Sweden, Steamer. Seizure and release of, September 16, 1863... .. 429 
Third District Mississippi Squadron. Affairs of......... SUAS as 591 
Vicksburg, Miss. 
‘A ffairs\in' vicinity 0lszcsecsc cess oe ecciee oe eee Cee ae eee 368 
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Gorringe; Henryl -t 722) eee sees eee eee eee 485, 495 
Goudy. Jason fs ies 222 oo ee en Se ee Sones 495 
Hogan JohnH jae agence rae 35 teen ee ne eee 484 
irig 5 Miss Se in 5 Se chig creeeeeeisepa (eee era ee 467, 468, 470 
Phelps nS, (s-eeee ee ee ee eee 471, 473, 477, 478, 483, 484, 486, 488 
POrtery DNA) ase ee RR is ee Ae on ae 466, 468-470, 480, 482 
Prichettsdd.Miescc. to ac esaeere ee oe eee ee ieee 481, 488-493, 496 
Rinaker,:Johnslzsc.ce5252 5562 se eee 487 
Smithy Georce: ba ees ae oes ee ee ae eee ee 486-488 
Smuth; “Thomassen S estes cece eee eee eee 483, 493, 494 
Thomas; Dloydiestsek ee Gee ee ee ee eee eee 481, 487 


Operations in. 
Communications from 


AshothwAlexdnd ers. s2acccesseet ee eee ae nan ee 235 
Grant, Ue SisoekG etka BPs eo eee | ee ee 746, 761 
Meigs eM Ose aa 5 See ee ean Aa Se oe aS ee es 564 
Parsons: JbewissBiocseseso eee coe ee ee eee eee oes 741 
Pennock, ActMies sce oon 5 ie ee SS se ee 182, 216, 235 
Porter; DD Seva cele eee ee eee 383, 566, 658, 662, 681 
Rosecrans’ We Sieei 2 ono. as cons boas oe ose cae eee eee 216 
Sherman Whi ross ae ost et te eee eee ae 539 
Snrith, Wy Sac Aether 660, 666, 667, 674 
Woolfolk, A. C....... er sesetc bah 2S oom es cece oe eS ee 526 
Ordérol H.W Hallecks 3&4 2205-525. Santen: oe eee 504 
Reports of 
Allens “Roberts s8o.5<4 sass ck Reese ee ee 564 
Dodge, Gu Monnet. ets ee Sesser ae See ee eee 761 
Fitch, Le-Royteess est de oo seen oa eee ae eee 714 
Goudy, Jasoniscsssc.n ce eae oe eee Se eee 686 
Hurd p37 Ss.c.i nce teehee th. sock eee eee eee 196 
PennocksAs Maula tes St So BE Sa Oe 186, 216 
‘Phelpss beac ee eee eee 129-131, 167, 170, 171, 183, 204, 321-324 
Porter,:D.; Discoss ssaestt SA See =. eee 505, 614 
Rays JiccBcctisecss scores aces ttueth 1 ek oe eee ee ee ene 666 
Shirk. Tic Wryois ons foscees see eke ee eee 706, 741, 765, 768 
Smith,'Ti nh. s Sesstes Seek Sects oe ae Cee Ure le oe ee ree 667 


See also Cerro Gordo, Tenn. 
Sale of property captured in. Reports of 


Fitch, Le Roys <.csnk hss Cowes dus ee ecis tree Cea ee et ae ene 150 
Porter, (D...D.x.2oeee isnsemons SES EEN ¢ err ee eee 150 
Seizure of pig iron ino... ceck Mewes mae Men Sere tire oes teen 746 


Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 
Artillery, Heavy—Batteries: Lynch’s, 122. Regiments: Ist, 120, 121, 
123. 
Cavalry—Regiments: Biffle’s, 660. 
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: : Page. 
Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Cavalry—Regiments: 5th, 

706, 768. 
meneas aU AgNO. 29). Mentioned. 2... 2.2. c.PiScckie deesick -Saceen 187, 


. 418, 427, 492, 507, 546, 562, 610, 638, 692, 754 
Tensas River, La. Operations in. See Red River, La. Expedition Jrom, 
into Black, Tensas, and Ouachita rivers, July 12-20, 1863. 


ore oe wapcaitics “NrenuOnOds NE cto Panik eS ss opheiene ck scm duet, ae 4 
Petey, WAL deer Ate MGLONE onto ed OSS. es Ad Be. Bnew beni nat 461 
Texas. Operations in. 
Pormamearion tones): 4). Porter ice). csense te ern Se caladeversacs Jocxs 523 
Peeereor DOnery COWGSeIG . CoS sc oe ces ce ersten gusedlesacas 587 
PRCccuse > Coa Chm MOMtOned sect eee ee ae ee es to we ae cet cy 143 


Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: Edgar’s, 63, 148. 
Cavalry—Battalions: Rountree’s, 440. Regiments: 7th, 735. 
Infantry—Regiments: 14th, 735, 736. 
Miscellaneous—Waul’s Legion, 291, 292. 


mhatener Charios. “Mentioned .:scesca<.oscusie 6 reas Bunce See eseresee 627, 754 
Third District Mississippi Squadron. ; 

Wrath Ok epee re oe sore Ween er. eee eS NE Sa eal dd Stavecta rep NS 378 

Wessels Attached: Osc. Sige mere ts Sis, Pe os Bo Se nate pS oo eee 379, 642 
Thirty-fifth Parallel, Confederate Steamer. Burning of, in Yazoo River. . 286 
matetios(ii 5.8. Meéntioned!sc-c8........2...5.-5-0 5: 92, 147, 180, 220, 337, 380, 421 
EhomasG.eorgeS Ga Mentioned.c: 228 - Sie. 22, SoS fk ke Be ae ee ah wise = 443 
hnorniasa George: Hes Mentioned sss «cdma eee Sans Ae es aE es 700 
Thomas, Lloyd. 

Cormespondencerwith:-JGoud y 231-6 Ns ase BAN. poe es dae eas 632 

INTO Tih OTee eect eee tee aide eae tee tL eet sed Bae ea 638, 692, 754 

Report of operations in Tennessee River in cooperation with army under 

General Sherman, October 10-—December 13, 1863..........-- 481, 487 


Thomas, Lorenzo. 
Correspondence with 


USSD SUSHI Wy alee 9 ele ee tart arte eae ek NN ES aeRO nN RS ER 258 
Gr fants. sass se eis ce once oe OEE Oe IR ee et ee 297 
WiareDepariments, Uk Someone rss. ce cen scm since conta peoeeeeaae ook 298 
INIGS OU TeOETYG ere a ect PR eee eR ee OSEAN Sti MOR Reece 299 
Thompson, Augustus F. 
@orrespondencei with Ac M, Pennock s:2...-ssi2.s.c22 cise seeeees= 25: 204 
Mi anitioned oo s-54.2205-<5- 2% 194, 219, 336, 344, 380, 427, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Report of sinking of U. 8. S. Paw Paw, August 6, 1863...........-...-- 345 
Thompson, James (Landsman). Mentioned......- Ne Ee Se eg a 42 
Thompson, James, Steamer. See James Thompson, Steamer. 
‘Tungpanyovoren Jt, (Sh, Vigil. oar on SonbS ann SEB or ap peOneUnateddan Saenc 771 
BN OLOD Uy pee UL yee NCNTLONCU semtsaian is aeete = iaaeecniny eiinin) loli eee 43 
Thorp, Abner. Report of casualties on U.S. 8. Moose, at Buffington Island, 
eR ee os ciel oO antacid 255 
Mipress, Steamer. Mentioned ..<2... 22.2422. -00- 00 se2- tees eee 331 
Timmonds, R. H. 
INIGIMIORKEC) 32.0 wo caSecepodd SSE BUT ECO nOOe Cena a CoS eee one Sema en 336 
Report of movements of a Confederate force at Tunica, Miss.........--- 373 
Tiptonville, Tenn. Affairs in vicinity of. Report of James Marshall. ..... 617 
Miteom), Ouver. MentIONCd. <0 a.0s- 22s deen eo eens n iets eee ses ses: 143 


* Formerly Tom Sugg, which see. 
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Page. 

Toliver, .D. W.- Mentioned aie 292) 21 NGS a. anette se se Get os 9 ee ate ele 156 
Tom Sugg,* Steamer. 

Capture of, August 14, 1863.....-.0....-2 222 s2s ten eee 354-358, 360, 362, 363 

Mem GiGi Od ps Seco ee ee eo se ara eee ee es 418, 506 

Torpedo rakes. Vessels of Mississippi Squadron to be equipped with... 320 

Torpedoes. Correspondence regarding........-.-----/-+--+---- ... 280-293, 320, 431 


Torrence, Judge, Steamer. See Judge Torrence, U.S.S. 

Townsend, Robert. 
Assigned to command First District Mississippi Squadron.........-.--- 373 
Assigned to duty below Port Hudson, La.............------22-------2 25 342 
Correspondence with 


Belly Hs He s.Ss8tenicn Gwe serene ee Cee Oe eee 391 
Bisk6eWis Os seeeess oso eee ce eee oe eee ten D8! 5.5 oe 366 
Hosters Jie =o. Sein ich est eee eae en ae ee eee 390 
Gregory, LaB! sstac sae ecieeeaecee tL de eee A ee eee 766, 767 
Mississippi Squadron, Commanding officers of vessels of First District 

Ol ees else aSSa ae ee Se ee Se oe a ee eee 511 
Pennock} :At M aiscdeccn oct cones = Sa = ee eee ee are 722, 737 


Mentioned..........-.-- 379, 421, 427, 458, 507, 512, 562, 609, 638, 654, 692, 721, 754 
Reports of. 
Bayou La Fourche, La. Depth of water at mouth of.............- 462 
Ben ranklign, Steamer Seizure ob s=- sae se ne ee ee 671 
Donaldsonyille, La. 
Affairs in vicinity of.... 364, 395, 424, 441, 443, 461, 519, 542, 587, 588, 706 


Raid upon telegraph station opposite, September 23, 1863... -.. 432 
Essexy UiiSt Soe COnGItION Ob: so. ee ss oom sa ae ee 342 
Mississippi Squadron. Administration of..............--..------- 675 
Plaquemine and Morganza, La. Affairs in vicinity of........-.... 389-391 
Red Rivers la. Proposed*operationsinse=s4-> eee eee eee 773 


Trade. Restriction of. 
Communications from 


Porters) Wee se aeecaee toa Sea eke els Seer eee ee 521 
Sherman. We Re Gost Ss alate ee ae te ere 539 
Generaliordenol US eGrant.2ssas.26. oe ee ee eee 428 
Order-of dhe Roy Pitch se..02. io. sete non oe a ee 519 
Orders and instructions. 
Greer iA. Seb Ss see ena tt aete Sere ae eet ee 74, 719, 785 
Porters DipD ae asaseaans gS ATU atae clara ae tele ee ag) ee ce ne 617, 786 
Reports of 
Ritch mibernRoye esas EA ARF Se ORAS SE ens LO 629 
Rosters JER strc se ee 5 eae ere re ee een ee 770 
Phel pers lites sectecta cee areca eee eee Rhee Pt cen be ti ioc3,s 635 
Porter; DoD A sesec cost soe os Gee ene 651-652 
Seltridges Ty Ov eeas Solsk sec chee See ee ‘fii 
Shirk, TW ret tie se fe ctere tear ee eee 765, 768 


See also Empress, Steamer. Correspondence regarding detention of, at 
Natchez, Miss., pp. 444-449. Western waters. Vessels cap- 
tured on. 
Trading permits. Correspondence regarding................ 444-449, 634, 653, 765 
Transports, Masters of. Correspondence with Le Roy Fitch............. 535 
Treasury Department, U. S. Correspondence with Navy Department, 


* Known officially as U. 8. S. Tensas, which see. 
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Page. 
Treasury, U.S. Vessels entitled to share in money deposited in. Report i 

On Parteteadisen anncamsiheh etl us 0. SUE oe, 769 
ft Oey, ONE eT oe MON UANOd nee. os siete CeCe eee Sakic wlelee eeks 507 
Treat, Samuel H., jr. Correspondence with D. D. Porter................. 600 
erovib, Subanon)  Mentionedeenr «cos ce. 652 eee. SATA. 143 
Trinity, La. Engagement at, March 1, 1864. Report of F. M. Ramsay.... 787 
eT Sg Ia SLT Cage a ee ee Se eet a 460 
Tunica, Miss. Movements of Confederate force at. Report of R. H. Tim- 

MONG See eres Rete ee hace te eRe ee Oa 3f8 
Benen IMCHINOREU san 0 6 seh oe cx wkkn neege tals oockewgeeeee eter. 499 
Turnbull, D. Correspondence with J. Woodruff................2.2.2.2020- 676, 677 
Turner, John S. 

PATTER Ol Seeoo- eek Jae OS GER EH Ee So SBE ACE ie Per ee eee 639 
Statement of sinking of Confederate werelai in Yazoo River, Miss....... 632 
Turner, Reuben A. 
Morrespentionte with FA: Greer <clsi. 224.2222 eee ee. 318, 328, 332 
Mentiumdcn era ni eee lees 1) 141, 157, 179, 219, 264, 336, 379, 384 
Reports of. 2 : 
Chancellor, U.S. transport. Attack upon, near Island No. 63, and 
retaliatory measures: June'2, 186322. :ca. 22. 22es2 el sek .c cd. 158 
Curlew, U- S: S:- Readiness of, forserviceon.2 £22. .2.25. ive... PASI 
Island No. 67. Attack upon Confederates near, June 3, 1863 ....-. 160 
Puscaloosay Oa0, ran se Mentioned ss. ost cee ene ome Senin oeea nn outs SSeS Siok 644 
Tuscumbia, U.S. 8. 
SUM CHAR RATE n eee eee ON, cia Sie a wed es earner a NaS seh ae ee ee 146, 


179, 219, 336, 380, 427, 480, 507, 517, 546, 562, 610, 638, 692, 754, 760 

Operations against Vicksburg, Miss., during seige, May 19-July 4, 1863.. 18, 20, 
22, 24, 26-29, 32, 33, 35, 48, 50, 52, 59, 61, 62, 68, 

70, 74, 76, 81, 82, 84, 88, 90, 94, 100, 109, 277, 278 


Tuttle, J. M. Correspondence with W. T. Sherman...................--- 739 
Twelve-Mile Island, Ohio River. Operations at. See Morgan’s raid, etc. 
Bylor charles iH. eMenmoned so 2- 225.2 set sess Saas oe Sees oes awe 3 747 
Tyler, U.S. 8. 

OOnditOnioe naam me em ee eee OU dps tosses sess Ses 220 


Cooperation with army forces in 
Repulse of Confederate attack upon Helena, Ark., J ay 4, 1863.... 227-235, 


261, 279 
Tennessee River, October 10 to December 138, 1863...............-. 477, 
480, 486, 489-492, 496 
Mentioned..... 139, 146, 156-158, 169, 172, 173, 178, 179, 188, 208, 219, 225, 237, 305, 
322, 323, 336, 339, 379, 380, 427, 463, 507, 546, 562, 610, 638, 643, 692, 754 

Operations. 
me VWbeP iy er. pAm ken rant Cin va CLM Gye s/s ns. «ct iataiot= 2 = ce ce mnie eat 14, 
140-142, 156, 161, 178, 186, 196, 211, 664, 711 
ml slanideNOm40 me Mbissisatn py pieLulVeh-cegss2 = 22 was acs ot ote ccs oto 209 
ORCS Obs Oi.Cin CMILS arate ementare ere = ee cee la cls ors clele Siciz se elas @elele=/acat= == 125 
iWnionsteamens: Mentioned sass. -e--s5-2 = 202222 -- eee eee cen nee 251 
Upton, Daniel P. Mentioned....:...... 2-22.22 eee eee eect eee cece eens 97 
V. F. Wilson, Steamer. Mentioned...............-. 3,171, 202, 204, 238, 541, 616, 622 
Vallandigham, Clement L. Mentioned ..........--.--.-----------++++-- 140 
Wance. vires Mentioned see sss-ese atest enero ie eee oles 550 
Vance, W.L. Mentioned...........-. 22. ---- 12sec eee ents eee ee ences 537, 538 


Vandergrift, Lewis. Mentioned........-...-----------+eeeee cece ee eeee 597, 598 
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Page. 
Van. Dorn, Marl. Mentioned 22 ocean) -fer ei eta ei ee 130 
Van Dyke, Benjamin G. Mentioned...........-..--.------------------ 268 
Van Pelt, Elbert C. Mentioned.........-.- 219, 379, 427, 507, 562, 610, 638, 692, 754 
Vaughan, Nathan F. Mentioned.........-.----.------------------+--- 659 
Veatch, James C. Correspondence with J. M. Prichett ........-.------- 188 
Vicksburg, Miss. 
Affairs in vicinity of. 
Communicationsiirom J; McArthur sos) secs = ae |e 500 
Orders'and imstruetions, ): D7 Porters = 2). -2 2s -— eee 363, 375, 389 
Reports of 
Owen, Be Kicccccc.- oc eee ton the sce e Oe ee eee eee 421, 518 
Richardson; Jabs. Jones cece ee ae eee eee 344 
Seliridoem | OS seer eee eee eee eee ee 368 
Wilsons. Biyton cee yeeros ele eee 739 
Combined operations against, in Yazoo River, eeelndae evacuation and 
destruction of works at Haynes Bluff; burning of naval sta- ° 
tion and destruction of vessels at Yazoo City, and engagement 
at Liverpool Landing, May 18-23, 1863. 
Communications from 
Browns [sage uNicssscc5: leet cee oe ea eg cere 12 
Johnston, Joseph Ei cesss-s.ecr ese seen serene ee 12 
Walker: JohnnGi..5-ecteatota.£} ee ee eee i ee es 10 
Yazoo City, Miss., Committee of citizens of .-.......-....----- 9 
Yazoo City Mayor Olt. 5. s-ee se ses coe cee ee ee 9 
Reports of 
Adar ss Witte oe Sete eee ee et ee 13 
Held Sis tS Swscleie es ste Sees hos 3 he el Ie eee ini 
Jebb, Frederick......-- BP: BOE nn oak ne ee 12 
‘Mamer Walliams Hi cee Sate PO hee 2 hee ne oa 
Porter) De Dc scedeeeteeie ae oe eo ee 5-8, 277 
Smith; Thomassis : .-2.5-ech.2mo!5 oc eee Ree ee ee 10 
Walker, John G...... gig ae ces sa See coe eee ee eee 8-10 
Operations against, May 19-July 4, 1863, including bombardments, May 
19-22, May 27, June 20, and surrender July 4, 1863. 
Commendatory orders and correspondence. 
Confederates. ...2i23... anche ase oe eee ee eee eee 116, 117 
UMION. Ges eicces Soe Nee ee ae ee ee 41, 108, 105-111 
Communications from 
Hille twxA Lited! “Wis: 2c 26m eos Ses cree tere ae eee 7 
GranteliShe axe ee eee 15, 21, 31, 33, 37, 49, 53, 57, 67, 85, 90, 102, 103 
Herron, He 2m otise 8h oe ee ee eee ee ee 82, 98, 106, 107 
Biggine; Bd wartltic..<scs.cncen senate ee eee ee rr 119 
Jackson: Hi. P sof sents coms 14 Meee ee ee ee 44 
eittleton WE Act RA ae Sok $e Aces 0 eee ee ee 81 
McArthur, Joc: bao aceite ee ee 23 
Navy.Department, U5 5 jc..<.ducecmueo succes Ree 411097 EE 
Pemberton, Jn. oc ca. cians cases Sean Cae eo ee 102, 117 
Porter Da ee eee 29, 30, 32, 33, 39-41, 50, 58, 59, 98, 103, 105 
Shermer. We Shek dieias Sau seit ee, ea en ie 16, 39-41, 48, 105 
Steele, Brederick ss. os. 2h .c.-.2)Re ce See Rees 1 eee 16 
Vicksburg, Miss., confederate soldiers at..............--..-... 118 
Woodworth; Selim. seen eee eee 89 
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Vicksburg, Miss.—Continued. Page. 
Operations against, May 19-July 4, 1863, including bombardments, May 
19-22, May 27, June 20, and surrender July 4, 1863—Continued. 
Orders and instructions. 


Gea eee ce me west este ads eae 33, 90, 105 

BO ae Pee np OE Ree EAT cok en wake C2 ood aes 117 

re DE DIGBONONTN Sos! Sieg onkeic Sends ne venice kote Set 114, 116 

Porter, D. D.. 17-21, 23, 34, 47, 48, 58, 61, 62, 65, 70, 72, 73, 77, 80, 86, 91, 97 

SDCEMAT Wee, ee SL Hee belgie t Rl eed aa. 33 

DOG weElh, Delmeal. sctwarrictee Wa Sed ee eee 83 
Reports of 

PN WeCURse Mn. hen en esi NO MEE, | Pee a 38, 42 

Coloma Tages. A) ead ee tl | Teh apenas. 3S 25 

LD rata lS(oy ey gh! Bey 4 Bs Svat Pees cae Rene el eens 4c eae 118 

Monaldsonk Ole seeek.occe< =k Gok ac eS ee 29 

BUT OC WALTON Ves ORs crn eee ad cycus sree OO 77,79 

ART EN Sie Ae cee ok oe ick Ss ces re) ee sheila 105 

NERO E Camel RON AAA te et yee eee ace ee ig). 

26, 35, 48, 50, 52-56, 58, 60, 61, 64, 65, 68, 71, 73, 76, 80, 84 

Groshon thomas; Opes et sas asta ems et apace es 78 

Perrone ub Je meres. een bane Ay Te 8S. CE Ty EE sd 101 

Happing es Mdwyarde ones: stone eee ne Sars eee 120 

Johneton Joseph Wow, < ort oa25 222 beens, |e setae a 119 

ay eee namin: Deere es epee es ste ee cee 115 

IFO A Sod Braces ae ee ae i rs ne eee eo ase) 34 

MeClemandi ad olinwAteees 5-2. aes ee eit Sacer ot eos 37 

Mb ckernrenes. nace 2 oe cls sct rae) Sere ee 51, 53, 66, 67, 69 

Murphy ohm Mcleod? Anco. 2 sacristy ees see eaeelee 28, 36, 55 

Ome namie Keer mere Se nue Sener mete ec). Chane eee eee 45-47 

IRemberhon ,JOhT Occ Sete kak eer coh ooo. ee 111-114, 117 

J EVE SORE VCC Se Wis) Ihe or eee ee ieee eee ener Sate Seen rick eA 37 

iPorterwD) aD): 35: Sect ssese 21, 24, 37, 38, 42, 65, 71, 79, 83, 95, 103, 109, 110 

I Ceue HOM AS Sener 2c te S28 ob 8 er I Ss ws 26 

Selim oma Woman 0) Fr nae aes 48 Aes. deans cnc ees 56, 57, 107 

STOTT ATE Vee keene nies wee SE oe oe iain eee 56 

Shirk. jartes Woes eissee seas. s Setar see 20, 27, 52, 62, 74, 76, 81, 90, 99 

Wilsons Biytoiewe se set ceio elke = Stee eye. cee.) eee ree ee 24, 36, 85 

Woodworth, Selim E........ 34, 48, 63, 68, 69, 74, 81, 82, 84, 87-89, 94-100 

Resolutions of General Committee of the Union Association of New 

Orleans anda ciersOn «comes. a see ici ke seater ne nie ete et 108 

Siniine of UiS jos OiMCInNAb << c, s-1-©, 22 tee ei ere 37-44, 112, 117,121 
Sketch of 

WoniederatenwaveriWavlenl CSsaae= einer 2 a2 2 tmnt ea etna area 109 

Detenses Ola ViCKe Dunc MISS ena are eee Sc crane eee ts 114 

Surrender of Vicksburg, Miss., July 4, 1863............-. .- 102-111, 119, 123 

Suspension of onelniee eee DESO more Near eee ee EES 33, 115 

See also Vicksburg, Miss. Combined operations against, Be, May 18- 
28, 1863. 

Oven, Hi. K., assioned to.command at-......../...- 262 ---5-22--2 0-225 421 

Selfridge, T. O., assigned to command at.........-.--.--------------+-- 363 

Wnhealthiulconditionsiatess ss. --2 ee casse eo = 1 Pees Ee 382 

Vicksburg Soldiers. Correspondence with J. C. Pemberton.........------ 118 


Victor, Steamer, Mentioned..........------eee eee ee rete teeter ee eeecees 46 
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Victory, U.S. 8. (No. 33). Page. 
Mentioned 8 ose eect ce ratiae See cctame este ete siteaeoceusee Teese 144, 146, 152, 
172, 179, 187, 219, 224, 336, 379, 380, 427, 438, 507, 508, 546, 549, 562, 563, 

580, 582, 586, 592, 594, 595, 610, 631, 638, 643, 659, 692, 720, 721, 745, 754 


Operations in Ohio River during Morgan’s raid, July 8-19, 1863.......- 239-248, 

248-251, 255, 256 

Purchase OE? << + <(ois << es cavesarayscaaterstorsianssoistor ores S15 ae OTe ne ee “15 

Vidalia, La. 

Affairs in vicinity of. Communication from J. A.Greer.... ---.----- Tie 
Cooperation with army force in engagement at, February 7, 1864. Report 

Ol dA Greens: Sac setec'as soon nae ae eee ee 737 

Wandicator,Urco. cama. Mentioned tase = assassin ee 623, 642, 754 
Viola, Ky. Confederate raid into, November 2, 1863. Report of S. G. 

CSS 2 os Stn sees = fe Oe ee ee 528 

Voight, Roperit.w Mentioned sss. s aes toate ree eee ene ee 291, 292 


Volunteer, Steamer. 
Firing upon, chase, and boarding of, by ram Horner, November 30, 1863. 598-600 


Mentioned. See Su iaareccena Sheree tale ons eos se lerorsr aed se rele ee 328, 654, 765, 769 
Seizure,of, November 2on 1863 iaeseo.es es to eee coo eee 597-601 
Volunteer officers. Appointment of, as members of courts-martial. 
Report of D. D. Porter regarding propriety of.....-....--..--- 425 
Von Phul, Henry, Steamer. See Henry Von Phul, Steamer. 
Wacgoner, George Gr» Mentioned fo a steen as eee ee pe ee 410, 471 


Wagner, William. Mentioned.. 146, 179, 219, 336, 379, 427, 507, 562, 609, 638, 692, 754 
Walke, Henry. 
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and sinking of U. 8. 8. Baron De Kalb, July 13, 1863........ 283 


INDEX 881 
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Plot to'seize US) vessels Ono.< .< 1.20. ee ae een ee ee ee 676, 677, 686, 690 
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Survey of, recommended by Navy Department, U. S.................. 590 
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* Formerly Argosy No. 2, which see. {+ Same as C. S. S. William H. Webb. 
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AIC hy iy ee Re re 262, 322, 330, 417, 635, 685 
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Yazoo River, Miss. Operations in, in cooperation with army expe- 
dition, to, Meridia <M seine eye oa eee 739, 740 
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